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**Lynching in the West 1850 1935 Ken Gonzales Day: Unveiling a Dark Chapter of American History**

lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day is a phrase that brings to light a painful and
often overlooked chapter in American history. While much of the conversation about lynching focuses
on the American South, the Western United States also endured a significant and brutal history of
lynching from the mid-19th century through the early 20th century. Historian Ken Gonzales Day has
been instrumental in shedding light on these atrocities, emphasizing the need to remember and
understand the racial violence that shaped the West between 1850 and 1935.

Lynching in the West: An Overlooked History

When we hear about lynching in the United States, the immediate image is often that of Southern
states during the Jim Crow era, where African Americans were the primary victims of racial terror.
However, lynching in the West from 1850 to 1935 presents a more complex picture. The West's racial
dynamics involved not only African Americans but also Native Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans,
and other minority groups who faced violent extrajudicial killings.

The Context of Lynching in the Western Frontier

The period between 1850 and 1935 in the West was marked by rapid expansion, settlement, and
shifting demographics. As settlers moved westward, conflicts over land, resources, and power
intensified. The legal systems were often weak or biased, especially in frontier towns, where vigilante
justice became a grim reality. Lynching emerged as a tool of social control, often carried out under
the guise of maintaining order but rooted deeply in racial and ethnic prejudice.

Ken Gonzales Day and His Contribution to Understanding
Lynching in the West

Ken Gonzales Day, a prominent historian and artist, has been a pivotal figure in bringing awareness to
the lynching of Latinos and other minority groups in the Western United States. Through his research
and art, Gonzales Day challenges the traditional narrative that confines lynching to the South and
African American victims alone. His work reveals the multiple layers of racial violence that occurred in
California and other Western states, highlighting the stories of Mexican Americans, Native peoples,
and Asian immigrants who suffered lynching and racial terror.

Racial Violence Beyond African Americans

While African Americans were targets of lynching in the West, particularly in places like California, the



victims' demographics were broader. Mexican Americans were often lynched due to racial hostility,
especially in border states where tensions over land and identity were high. Native Americans faced
violent retribution and extrajudicial killings as settlers encroached on their lands. Additionally,
Chinese immigrants endured horrific lynchings and massacres, most notably the 1871 Chinese
Massacre in Los Angeles, which stands as a stark example of anti-Asian violence.

The Role of Law and Order—or the Lack Thereof

In many Western towns, formal law enforcement was either insufficient or complicit in lynching.
Vigilante groups or mobs took justice into their own hands, often with tacit approval from local
authorities. The legal system frequently failed to prosecute lynchers, perpetuating a culture of
impunity. This lack of accountability reinforced racial hierarchies and terrorized minority communities,
embedding lynching as a tool of systemic oppression.

The Impact of Lynching on Western Communities

The terror inflicted by lynching in the West had far-reaching consequences. Families and communities
lived under constant threat, which influenced migration patterns, social dynamics, and economic
opportunities. The trauma of lynching resonated across generations, contributing to social and racial
divisions that persist today. Understanding this history is crucial for comprehending racial relations in
the Western United States and the long-lasting effects of racial violence.

Uncovering Forgotten Stories: The Work of Historians and
Activists

Ken Gonzales Day is among several historians and activists dedicated to uncovering and documenting
lynching in the West. Their work involves combing through archives, newspapers, court records, and
oral histories to piece together the narratives of victims who have been erased from mainstream
history. By bringing these stories to light, they challenge the dominant historical narrative and push
for acknowledgment, remembrance, and healing.

The Importance of Memorialization and Education

One of the significant challenges in confronting lynching in the West is the lack of public awareness
and memorials. Unlike the South, where initiatives like the Equal Justice Initiative’s National Memorial
for Peace and Justice have gained recognition, the West still struggles with how to publicly
acknowledge this history. Educational efforts, public art, and community programs spearheaded by
scholars like Ken Gonzales Day are vital in ensuring that these stories are not forgotten and that
future generations understand the full scope of America's racial history.



Lynching in the West 1850 1935 Ken Gonzales Day: Lessons
for Today

Studying lynching in the West from 1850 to 1935 through the lens of Ken Gonzales Day's research
offers valuable insights into racial violence, justice, and memory. It reminds us that racial terror was
not confined to a single region or group but was a widespread mechanism of control that affected
many communities. Recognizing this history challenges us to confront ongoing issues of racial
injustice and to work toward a more inclusive and honest understanding of America's past.

How to Engage with This History

If you're interested in exploring lynching in the West further, here are some ways to engage
meaningfully:

- **Visit Museums and Memorials:** Seek out exhibits and memorials dedicated to racial violence and
lynching in the West.
- **Read Scholarly Works and Art:** Explore books, articles, and artwork by Ken Gonzales Day and
other historians who focus on this topic.
- **Support Community Efforts:** Many organizations work to document and memorialize victims of
lynching—consider volunteering or donating.
- **Educate Yourself and Others:** Learning about this history helps combat denial and silence around
racial violence.
- **Advocate for Public Memorials:** Encourage local governments and institutions to recognize and
commemorate victims of lynching.

A Broader Understanding of Lynching’s Legacy

Understanding lynching in the West from 1850 to 1935 expands the narrative of racial violence in
America and underscores the diversity of its victims. It forces a reckoning with the past that is
essential for healing and justice. Thanks to the work of Ken Gonzales Day and others, more light is
being shed on this dark history, helping to ensure that the stories of those who suffered are honored
and remembered. This broader perspective enriches our understanding of the American experience
and the ongoing struggle for racial equity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ken Gonzales-Day and what is his connection to
lynching in the American West?
Ken Gonzales-Day is a contemporary artist and scholar known for his work exploring the history of
lynching in the American West, particularly focusing on overlooked victims, including Latinos, Native
Americans, and Asians, between 1850 and 1935.



What time period does Ken Gonzales-Day focus on in his
studies of lynching in the West?
Ken Gonzales-Day primarily focuses on the period from 1850 to 1935 when examining lynching and
extrajudicial violence in the American West.

Why is the period 1850 to 1935 significant in the context of
lynching in the Western United States?
This period marks significant social and racial tensions in the West, including westward expansion, the
Gold Rush, and the aftermath of Reconstruction, during which lynching was used as a tool of racial
and social control against marginalized groups.

What groups of people were most affected by lynching in the
West during 1850-1935?
While African Americans were primary victims of lynching nationally, in the West, Mexican Americans,
Native Americans, Asian immigrants, and other minority groups were also frequently targeted.

How does Ken Gonzales-Day's work challenge traditional
narratives about lynching?
Gonzales-Day's work challenges the traditional Black-white binary narrative of lynching by
highlighting the diverse range of victims in the West, including Mexican Americans and Native
Americans, whose experiences have often been marginalized or ignored.

What forms of art does Ken Gonzales-Day use to explore the
history of lynching?
Ken Gonzales-Day employs photography, installation, and archival research to create works that
document and interrogate the history of lynching and racial violence in the American West.

What is the significance of Ken Gonzales-Day's project 'Erased
Lynching'?
The 'Erased Lynching' project by Ken Gonzales-Day visually documents lynching photographs from
the West, deliberately erasing the victims to question the narratives around racial violence and the
erasure of minority victims in history.

How has Ken Gonzales-Day contributed to public
understanding of racial violence in the West?
Through exhibitions, publications, and public talks, Gonzales-Day has brought attention to the
overlooked histories of racial violence against minorities in the West, expanding the discourse beyond
the traditional focus on lynching in the South.



What role did lynching play in enforcing social hierarchies in
the American West from 1850 to 1935?
Lynching was used as a tool to enforce racial and social hierarchies by instilling fear and punishing
those who challenged white supremacy or social norms, particularly targeting minority communities
in the West.

Where can one see Ken Gonzales-Day's work on lynching in
the West?
Ken Gonzales-Day's work has been exhibited in major museums such as the Getty Museum, the
Smithsonian American Art Museum, and other institutions focusing on American history and social
justice.

Additional Resources
Lynching in the West 1850 1935 Ken Gonzales Day: A Critical Examination of Racial Violence and
Historical Memory

lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day represents a pivotal yet often overlooked
chapter in American history. While lynching is frequently associated with the Southern United States,
the phenomenon extended significantly into the western frontier during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. The scholarship of historian Ken Gonzales Day has shed crucial light on these acts of racial
violence, challenging traditional narratives and expanding our understanding of lynching beyond its
more commonly studied contexts. This article delves into the complex history of lynching in the
American West from 1850 to 1935, exploring its social dynamics, racial implications, and ongoing
significance in the work of Ken Gonzales Day.

Contextualizing Lynching in the Western United States
(1850–1935)

The period between 1850 and 1935 witnessed profound changes in the American West, including
rapid settlement, economic development, and demographic shifts. These transformations coincided
with violent episodes of extrajudicial killings, commonly referred to as lynchings. Although the West
lacked the formalized racial caste system of the South, lynching in the West was nonetheless deeply
entwined with racial and ethnic tensions, particularly targeting Native Americans, Latinos, Chinese
immigrants, and African Americans.

Unlike the South, where lynching was predominantly a tool of white supremacy aimed at Black
Americans, the West’s lynching landscape was more ethnically diverse and complicated by frontier
justice dynamics. Vigilante groups often justified lynchings as a means to maintain law and order in
regions where formal legal institutions were weak or absent. However, these violent acts frequently
served to reinforce racial hierarchies and social exclusion.



Ken Gonzales Day’s Contribution to Understanding Western
Lynching

Ken Gonzales Day, a prominent historian and artist, has been instrumental in documenting and
interpreting lynching in the West. His multidisciplinary approach combines archival research, visual
art, and public history to expose the spatial and racial dimensions of lynching violence. Through
projects such as mapping lynching sites and creating photographic series, Gonzales Day emphasizes
the erasure of these violent histories from public memory.

His work draws attention to the systemic nature of lynching in the West, highlighting that it was not
isolated incidents but part of broader patterns of racialized violence. By focusing on the Western
context, Gonzales Day challenges the dominant narrative that confines lynching exclusively to the
American South, urging a more nuanced and comprehensive historical reckoning.

Racial and Ethnic Dimensions of Lynching in the West

The racial makeup of lynching victims in the West reveals a complex interplay of prejudice and power.
While African Americans were lynched in western states such as California and Colorado, other groups
faced disproportionate violence:

Latinos and Mexican Americans: Subjected to lynching as a result of racial discrimination
and territorial conflicts. Many lynchings were tied to economic competition and border tensions.

Chinese Immigrants: Victims of racially motivated violence during periods of anti-Chinese
sentiment, particularly during the late 19th century amid the rise of the Chinese Exclusion Act.

Native Americans: Often targeted in lynchings linked to settler colonialism and dispossession
of indigenous lands.

These patterns illustrate how lynching functioned as a mechanism of social control, extending beyond
Black-white racial binaries and encompassing multiple marginalized groups in the West’s diverse
racial landscape.

Comparing Lynching Trends: West vs. South

While lynching in the Southern United States is characterized by its systematic use as a tool of white
supremacy against African Americans, the Western experience exhibits both similarities and
distinctions:

Victim Demographics: The South’s lynchings overwhelmingly targeted Black men, whereas1.
the West’s victims included a broader range of racial and ethnic minorities.



Legal Context: Southern lynchings often occurred despite formal legal structures, whereas in2.
the West, frontier justice sometimes blurred the lines between vigilantism and law enforcement.

Geographic Dispersion: Lynching sites in the West were scattered across rural and urban3.
areas, whereas in the South, they were more concentrated in rural counties.

Despite these differences, both regions shared the use of lynching as a tool to enforce racial
hierarchies and perpetuate social exclusion, underscoring its national significance.

Features and Implications of Lynching in the Western
Frontier

Lynching in the West exhibited several distinctive features shaped by the region’s unique historical
and social context:

Frontier Justice and Vigilantism

The absence or weakness of formal legal institutions in many Western territories encouraged the rise
of vigilante groups. These groups often operated under the guise of protecting community safety but
frequently engaged in racially motivated lynchings. This phenomenon complicated the legal and
moral landscape, blurring distinctions between justice and racial terror.

Public Spectacle and Community Involvement

Similar to Southern lynchings, Western lynchings were often public spectacles involving community
participation. Such events served as warnings to marginalized populations and reinforced social
hierarchies. The public nature of lynching also contributed to its psychological impact and legacy
within affected communities.

Documentation and Erasure

One of the challenges in studying lynching in the West is the relative scarcity of comprehensive
documentation. Many lynchings were underreported or sanitized in official records, contributing to
their erasure from mainstream historical narratives. Ken Gonzales Day’s research and artistic
interventions help recover these obscured histories, restoring visibility to victims and communities
affected.



The Enduring Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Understanding lynching in the West from 1850 to 1935 through the lens of Ken Gonzales Day’s
scholarship is critical not only for historical accuracy but also for contemporary discussions about
racial violence and justice. The legacy of lynching continues to influence social relations, public
memory, and policy debates around racial reconciliation.

Efforts to commemorate lynching victims, such as memorials and educational programs, have gained
momentum partly due to increased awareness raised by historians and artists like Gonzales Day.
These initiatives foster dialogue about systemic racism and the importance of confronting difficult
aspects of American history.

In a broader sense, investigating lynching in the West challenges monolithic narratives and
encourages a more inclusive understanding of racial violence in the United States. By acknowledging
the multiplicity of victims and the regional variations in lynching practices, scholars and communities
can better address the roots of racial injustice and work toward healing.

The history of lynching in the Western United States between 1850 and 1935, illuminated by Ken
Gonzales Day’s critical work, reveals a complex tapestry of racialized violence, social order, and
historical memory. This deeper exploration invites ongoing reflection on how the past shapes present
realities and the continuous effort required to acknowledge and redress the legacies of racial terror.

Lynching In The West 1850 1935 Ken Gonzales Day

  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Lynching in the West, 1850-1935 Ken
Gonzales-Day, 2006 This visual and textual study of lynchings that took place in California between
1850 and 1935 shows that race-based lynching in the United States reached far beyond the South.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Lynching in the West, 1850-1935 Ken
Gonzales-Day, 2006 This visual and textual study of lynchings that took place in California between
1850 and 1935 shows that race-based lynching in the United States reached far beyond the South.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Globalizing Lynching History M. Berg, S.
Wendt, 2011-11-15 The study of lynching in US history has become a well-developed area of
scholarship. However, scholars have rarely included comparative or transnational perspectives when
studying the American case, although lynching and communal punishment have occurred in most
societies throughout history.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: In and Out of View Catha Paquette,
Karen Kleinfelder, Christopher Miles, 2021-09-09 In and Out of View models an expansion in how
censorship is discursively framed. Contributors from diverse backgrounds, including artists, art
historians, museum specialists, and students, address controversial instances of art production and
reception from the mid-20th century to the present in the Americas, Africa, Asia, Europe, and the
Middle East. Their essays, interviews, and statements invite consideration of the shifting contexts,
values, and needs through which artwork moves in and out of view. At issue are governmental
restrictions and discursive effects, including erasure and distortion resulting from institutional
policies, canonical processes, and interpretive methods. Crucial considerations concerning
death/violence, authoritarianism, (neo)colonialism, global capitalism, labor, immigration, race,
religion, sexuality, activism/social justice, disability, campus speech, and cultural destruction are
highlighted. The anthology-a thought-provoking resource for students and scholars in art history,
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museum and cultural studies, and creative practices-represents a timely and significant contribution
to the literature on censorship.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Octopus's Garden Benjamin T. Jenkins,
2023-07-10 As Southern California recovered from the collapse of the cattle industry in the 1860s,
the arrival of railroads—attacked by newspapers as the greedy “octopus”—and the expansion of
citrus agriculture transformed the struggling region into a vast, idealized, and prosperous garden.
New groves of the latest citrus varieties and new towns like Riverside quickly grew directly along
the tracks of transcontinental railroads. The influx of capital, industrial technology, and workers,
especially people of color, energized Southern California and tied it more closely to the economy and
culture of the United States than ever before. Benjamin Jenkins’s Octopus’s Garden argues that
citrus agriculture and railroads together shaped the economy, landscape, labor systems, and popular
image of Southern California. Orange and lemon growing boomed in the 1870s and 1880s while
railroads linked the region to markets across North America and ended centuries of geographic
isolation for the West Coast. Railroads competed over the shipment of citrus fruits from multiple
counties engulfed by the orange empire, resulting in an extensive rail network that generated
lucrative returns for grove owners and railroad businessmen in Southern California from the 1890s
to the 1950s. While investment from white Americans, particularly wealthy New Englanders, formed
the financial backbone of the Octopus’s Garden, citrus and railroads would not have thrived in
Southern California without the labor of people of color. Many workers of color took advantage of
the commercial developments offered by railroads and citrus to economically advance their families
and communities; however, these people also suffered greatly under the constant realities of bodily
harm, low wages, and political and social exclusion. Promoters of the railroads and citrus
cooperatives touted California as paradise for white Americans and minimized the roles of non-white
laborers by stereotyping them in advertisements and publications. These practices fostered
conceptions of California’s racial hierarchy by praising privileged whites and maligning the workers
who made them prosper. The Octopus’s Garden continues to shape Southern Californians’
understanding of their past. In bringing together multiple storylines, Jenkins provides a complex and
fresh perspective on the impact of citrus agriculturalists and railroad companies in Southern
Californian history.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: The Roots of Rough Justice Michael J.
Pfeifer, 2011-04-01 In this deeply researched prequel to his 2006 study Rough Justice: Lynching and
American Society, 1874–1947, Michael J. Pfeifer analyzes the foundations of lynching in American
social history. Scrutinizing the vigilante movements and lynching violence that occurred in the
middle decades of the nineteenth century on the Southern, Midwestern, and far Western frontiers,
The Roots of Rough Justice: Origins of American Lynching offers new insights into collective violence
in the pre-Civil War era. Pfeifer examines the antecedents of American lynching in an early modern
Anglo-European folk and legal heritage. He addresses the transformation of ideas and practices of
social ordering, law, and collective violence in the American colonies, the early American Republic,
and especially the decades before and immediately after the American Civil War. His trenchant and
concise analysis anchors the first book to consider the crucial emergence of the practice of lynching
of slaves in antebellum America. Pfeifer also leads the way in analyzing the history of American
lynching in a global context, from the early modern British Atlantic to the legal status of collective
violence in contemporary Latin America and sub-Saharan Africa. Seamlessly melding source
material with apt historical examples, The Roots of Rough Justice tackles the emergence of not only
the rhetoric surrounding lynching, but its practice and ideology. Arguing that the origins of lynching
cannot be restricted to any particular region, Pfeifer shows how the national and transatlantic
context is essential for understanding how whites used mob violence to enforce the racial and class
hierarchies across the United States.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Apocalypse, Revolution and Terrorism
Jeffrey Kaplan, 2018-09-21 This book focuses on religiously driven oppositional violence through the
ages. Beginning with the 1st-century Sicari, it examines the commonalities that link apocalypticism,



revolution, and terrorism occurring in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam past and present. It is divided
into two sections, 'This was Then' and 'This is Now', which together examine the cultural and
religious history of oppositional violence from the time of Jesus to the aftermath of the 2016
American election. The historical focus centers on how the movements, leaders and revolutionaries
from earlier times are interpreted today through the lenses of historical memory and popular
culture. The radical right is the primary but not exclusive focus of the second part of the book. At the
same time, the work is intensely personal, in that it incorporates the author's experiences in the
worlds of communist Eastern Europe, in the Iranian Revolution, and in the uprisings and wars in the
Middle East and East Africa. This book will be of much interest to students of religious and political
violence, religious studies, history, and security studies.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Historical Fiction Now , 2023-07-18
Historical Fiction Now brings together prominent authors, scholars, and critics of historical fiction
to explore the genre's character, fortunes, and potential in the twenty-first century. Gathering
together the voices of novelists, critics, academics, and several authors writing across these
categories, the volume explores the nature of reading, writing, and writing about historical fiction in
the present moment while meditating on some of the myriad contexts of the genre. What inspires
writers to choose particular moments, events, and personalities as the subjects of their fictional
imaginings, and with what implications for their readers' understanding of the present? How do
contemporary scholars approach the making and reception of historical fiction, and how do these
approaches resonate with writers' own preoccupations in the process of invention? What might
scholars of a genre with a long and complex history learn from its contemporary practitioners?
Conversely, how do novelists understand their own historical fictions (if at all) in relation to the
theoretical and critical traditions shaping the work of their academic colleagues? The collection
features an original essay by Hilary Mantel on the making of the Wolf Hall trilogy as well as
contributions from internationally known novelists such as George Saunders, Namwali Serpell,
Maaza Mengiste, and Téa Obreht, among others.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: The Punitive Turn Deborah E.
McDowell, Claudrena N. Harold, Juan Battle, 2013-11-15 The Punitive Turn explores the historical,
political, economic, and sociocultural roots of mass incarceration, as well as its collateral costs and
consequences. Giving significant attention to the exacting toll that incarceration takes on inmates,
their families, their communities, and society at large, the volume’s contributors investigate the
causes of the unbridled expansion of incarceration in the United States. Experts from multiple
scholarly disciplines offer fresh research on race and inequality in the criminal justice system and
the effects of mass incarceration on minority groups' economic situation and political inclusion. In
addition, practitioners and activists from the Sentencing Project, the Virginia Organizing Project,
and the Restorative Community Foundation, among others, discuss race and imprisonment from the
perspective of those working directly in the field. Employing a multidisciplinary approach, the essays
included in the volume provide an unprecedented range of perspectives on the growth and racial
dimensions of incarceration in the United States and generate critical questions not simply about the
penal system but also about the inner workings, failings, and future of American democracy.
Contributors: Ethan Blue (University of Western Australia) * Mary Ellen Curtin (American
University) * Harold Folley (Virginia Organizing Project) * Eddie Harris (Children Youth and Family
Services) * Anna R. Haskins (University of Wisconsin–Madison) * Cheryl D. Hicks (University of
North Carolina at Charlotte) * Charles E. Lewis Jr. (Congressional Research Institute for Social Work
and Policy) * Marc Mauer (The Sentencing Project) * Anoop Mirpuri (Portland State University) *
Christopher Muller (Harvard University) * Marlon B. Ross (University of Virginia) * Jim Shea
(Community Organizer) * Jonathan Simon (University of California–Berkeley) * Heather Ann
Thompson (Temple University) * Debbie Walker (The Female Perspective) * Christopher Wildeman
(Yale University) * Interviews by Jared Brown (University of Virginia) & Tshepo Morongwa Chéry
(University of Texas–Austin)
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: CCDA Theological Journal, 2015 Edition



Bethany Harris, 2015-10-07
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Bill Moyers Journal Bill Moyers,
2013-06-04 A companion volume to the Emmy Award–winning PBS® series—interviews with “an
essential voice in our national conversation” (Brian Williams, MSNBC anchor). This “provocative”
and “absorbing” (Star Tribune) companion book to Bill Moyer’s acclaimed PBS series invites readers
into conversations with some of the most captivating voices on the scene today, in what Kirkus
Reviews calls “a glittering array of discussions.” From Jon Stewart on politics and media to Michael
Pollan on food, The Wire creator David Simon on the mean streets of our cities, James Cone and
Shelby Steele on race in the age of Obama, Robert Bly and Nikki Giovanni on the power of poetry,
Barbara Ehrenreich on the hard times of working Americans, and Karen Armstrong on faith and
compassion, Moyer’s own intelligence and insight match that of his guests and their discussions
animate many of the most salient issues of our time. With extensive commentary from Moyers,
marked by his customary “respect, intelligence, curiosity, humor, and graciousness,” here are the
debates; cultural currents; and, above all, lively minds that shape the conversation of democracy
(Booklist). “In an era of much instant and ephemeral talk, it is a pleasurable thing to hold this ‘book
of ideas.’” —Publishers Weekly “[Moyers] has always been about something beyond the moment. Or
put another way, while everyone else in the media has been exploring topography, Moyers has been
exploring geology.” —Los Angeles Times
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: The Routledge Companion to
Decolonizing Art History Tatiana Flores, Florencia San Martín, Charlene Villaseñor Black,
2023-11-27 This companion is the first global, comprehensive text to explicate, theorize, and
propose decolonial methodologies for art historians, museum professionals, artists, and other visual
culture scholars, teachers, and practitioners. Art history as a discipline and its corollary institutions -
the museum, the art market - are not only products of colonial legacies but active agents in the
consolidation of empire and the construction of the West. The Routledge Companion to Decolonizing
Art History joins the growing critical discourse around the decolonial through an assessment of how
art history may be rethought and mobilized in the service of justice - racial, gender, social,
environmental, restorative, and more. This book draws attention to the work of artists, art
historians, and scholars in related fields who have been engaging with disrupting master narratives
and forging new directions, often within a hostile academy or an indifferent art world. The volume
unpacks the assumptions projected onto objects of art and visual culture and the discourse that
contains them. It equally addresses the manifold complexities around representation as visual and
discursive praxis through a range of epistemologies and metaphors originated outside or against the
logic of modernity. This companion is organized into four thematic sections: Being and Doing,
Learning and Listening, Sensing and Seeing, and Living and Loving. The book will be of interest to
scholars working in art history, visual culture, museum studies, race and ethnic studies, cultural
studies, disability studies, and women’s, gender, and sexuality studies.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Waste of a White Skin Tiffany
Willoughby-Herard, 2015-01-06 A pathbreaking history of the development of scientific racism,
white nationalism, and segregationist philanthropy in the U.S. and South Africa in the early
twentieth century, Waste of a White Skin focuses on the American Carnegie Corporation’s study of
race in South Africa, the Poor White Study, and its influence on the creation of apartheid. This book
demonstrates the ways in which U.S. elites supported apartheid and Afrikaner Nationalism in the
critical period prior to 1948 through philanthropic interventions and shaping scholarly knowledge
production. Rather than comparing racial democracies and their engagement with scientific racism,
Willoughby-Herard outlines the ways in which a racial regime of global whiteness constitutes
domestic racial policies and in part animates black consciousness in seemingly disparate and
discontinuous racial democracies. This book uses key paradigms in black political thought—black
feminism, black internationalism, and the black radical tradition—to provide a rich account of
poverty and work. Much of the scholarship on whiteness in South Africa overlooks the complex
politics of white poverty and what they mean for the making of black political action and black



people’s presence in the economic system. Ideal for students, scholars, and interested readers in
areas related to U.S. History, African History, World History, Diaspora Studies, Race and Ethnicity,
Sociology, Anthropology, and Political Science.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Reconstruction beyond 150 Orville
Vernon Burton, J. Brent Morris, 2023-08-21 No period of United States history is more important
and still less understood than Reconstruction. Now, at the sesquicentennial of the Reconstruction
era, Vernon Burton and Brent Morris bring together the best new scholarship on the critical years
after the Civil War and before the onset of Jim Crow, synthesizing social, political, economic, and
cultural approaches to understanding this crucial period. Reconstruction was the most progressive
period in United States history. Although marred by frequent violence and tragedy, it was a
revolutionary era that offered hope, opportunity, and against all odds, a new birth of freedom for all
Americans. Even though many of the gains of Reconstruction were rolled back and replaced with a
repressive social and legal regime for African Americans, the radical spark was never fully
extinguished. Its spirit fanned back into flame with the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and
1960s, and its ramifications remain palpable to this day.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Racial Immanence Marissa K. López,
2019-08-20 Winner, 2021 NACCS Book Award, given by the National Association for Chicano and
Chicana Studies Explores the how, why, and what of contemporary Chicanx culture, including punk
rock, literary fiction, photography, mass graves, and digital and experimental installation art Racial
Immanence attempts to unravel a Gordian knot at the center of the study of race and discourse: it
seeks to loosen the constraints that the politics of racial representation put on interpretive methods
and on our understanding of race itself. Marissa K. López argues that reading Chicanx literary and
cultural texts primarily for the ways they represent Chicanxness only reinscribes the very racial
logic that such texts ostensibly set out to undo. Racial Immanence proposes to read differently;
instead of focusing on representation, it asks what Chicanx texts do, what they produce in the world,
and specifically how they produce access to the ineffable but material experience of race. Intrigued
by the attention to disease, disability, abjection, and sense experience that she sees increasing in
Chicanx visual, literary, and performing arts in the late-twentieth century, López explores how and
why artists use the body in contemporary Chicanx cultural production. Racial Immanence takes up
works by writers like Dagoberto Gilb, Cecile Pineda, and Gil Cuadros, the photographers Ken
Gonzales Day and Stefan Ruiz, and the band Piñata Protest to argue that the body offers a unique
site for pushing back against identity politics. In so doing, the book challenges theoretical
conversations around affect and the post-human and asks what it means to truly consider people of
color as writersand artists. Moving beyond abjection, López models Chicanx cultural production as a
way of fostering networks of connection that deepen our attachments to the material world.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Joshua Rashaad McFadden LaCharles
Ward, 2022-04-05 A comprehensive survey of the photography of rising and influential Black artist
Joshua Rashaad McFadden American artist Joshua Rashaad McFadden (b. 1990) makes photographs
that explore and celebrate Black life in the United States. Published in conjunction with his first solo
museum exhibition, Joshua Rashaad McFadden: I Believe I'll Run On demonstrates his mastery of a
wide range of photographic genres--social documentary, reportage, portraiture, and fine art--and his
use of the medium to confront racism and anti-Black violence. Like Black photographers before him,
such as Gordon Parks, Roy DeCarava, Carrie Mae Weems, Dawoud Bey, and LaToya Ruby Frazier,
McFadden documents the beauty of Black life and illuminates the specificity of Black living in our
historical present, including a series of impactful photographs devoted to the Black Lives Matter
protests in 2020. Along with a candid conversation between McFadden and artist Lyle Ashton Harris
and an essay that traces McFadden's meteoric career, this catalogue offers an overview of and
insight into a poignant and deeply personal body of work, asserting McFadden's key role in shaping
the art and visual culture of the United States.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Considering Hate Kay Whitlock, Michael
Bronski, 2016-01-19 A provocative book about rethinking hatred and violence in America Over the



centuries American society has been plagued by brutality fueled by disregard for the humanity of
others: systemic violence against Native peoples, black people, and immigrants. More recent
examples include the Steubenville rape case and the murders of Matthew Shepard, Jennifer
Daugherty, Marcelo Lucero, and Trayvon Martin. Most Americans see such acts as driven by hate.
But is this right? Longtime activists and political theorists Kay Whitlock and Michael Bronski boldly
assert that American society’s reliance on the framework of hate to explain these acts is
wrongheaded, misleading, and ultimately harmful. All too often Americans choose to believe that
terrible cruelty is aberrant, caused primarily by “extremists” and misfits. The inevitable remedy of
intensified government-based policing, increased surveillance, and harsher punishments has never
worked and does not work now. Stand-your-ground laws; the US prison system; police harassment of
people of color, women, and LGBT people; and the so-called war on terror demonstrate that the
remedies themselves are forms of institutionalized violence. Considering Hate challenges easy
assumptions and failed solutions, arguing that “hate violence” reflects existing cultural norms.
Drawing upon social science, philosophy, theology, film, and literature, the authors examine how
hate and common, even ordinary, forms of individual and group violence are excused and normalized
in popular culture and political discussion. This massive denial of brutal reality profoundly warps
society’s ideas about goodness and justice. Whitlock and Bronski invite readers to radically
reimagine the meaning and structures of justice within a new framework of community wholeness,
collective responsibility, and civic goodness.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: A Companion to Early Cinema André
Gaudreault, Nicolas Dulac, Santiago Hidalgo, 2012-07-02 A COMPANION TO EARLY CINEMA “This
collection of essays by early cinema scholars from Europe and North America offers manifold
perspectives on early cinema fiction which perfectly reflect the state of international research.” –
Martin Loiperdinger, Universitaet Trier “A fabulous selection of first-rate articles!” – Rick Altman,
University of Iowa “One of the most challenging books in recent film studies: in it, early cinema is
both a historical object and a contemporary presence. As in a great novel, we can retrace the
adventures of the past – the films, styles, discourses, and receptions that made cinema the
breakthrough reality it was in its first decades. But we can also come to appreciate how much of this
reality is still present in our digital world.” – Francesco Casetti, Yale University A Companion to
Early Cinema is an authoritative reference on the field of early cinema. Its 30 peer-reviewed
chapters offer cutting-edge research and original perspectives on the major concerns in early
cinema studies, and take an ambitious look at ideas and themes that will lead discussions about
early cinema into the future. Including work by both established and up-and-coming scholars in early
cinema, film theory, and film history, this will be the definitive volume on early cinema history for
years to come and a must-have reference for all those working in the field.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: In Defense of Uncle Tom Brando Simeo
Starkey, 2015-01-12 This book shadows the usage of 'Uncle Tom' to understand how social norms
associated with the phrase were constructed and enforced.
  lynching in the west 1850 1935 ken gonzales day: Abolition Time Jess A. Goldberg,
2024-12-10 How Black Atlantic literature can challenge conventions and redefine literary
scholarship Abolition Time is an invitation to reenvision abolitionist justice through literary studies.
Placing critical race theory, queer theory, critical prison studies, and antiprison activism in
conversation with an archive of Black Atlantic literatures of slavery, Jess A. Goldberg reveals how
literary studies can help undo carceral epistemologies embedded in language and poetics. Goldberg
examines poetry, drama, and novels from the nineteenth century through the twenty-first—such as
William Wells Brown’s The Escape, Angelina Weld Grimké’s Rachel, Toni Morrison’s A Mercy, and
Claudia Rankine’s Citizen—to consider literature and literary scholarship’s roles in shaping societal
paradigms. Focusing on how Black Atlantic literature disrupts the grammar of law and order, they
show how these texts propose nonlinear theories of time that imagine a queer relationality
characterized by care rather than inheritance, property, or biology. Abolition Time offers a
framework for thinking critically about what is meant by the term justice in the broadest and



deepest sense, using close reading to inform the question of abolishing prisons or the police and to
think seriously about the most fundamental questions at the heart of the abolitionist movement.
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