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Killing Hope by William Blum: A Deep Dive into US Foreign Policy Exposed

killing hope by william blum is a groundbreaking and eye-opening book that meticulously
examines the role of the United States in covert operations and interventions around the world. For
anyone interested in understanding the complex and often controversial history of American foreign
policy, this book offers a comprehensive and well-researched account that challenges mainstream
narratives. William Blum’s detailed analysis exposes a side of US history that is rarely highlighted in
conventional discourse, making it a must-read for students, activists, historians, and curious readers
alike.

Understanding the Essence of Killing Hope by William
Blum

William Blum’s Killing Hope is not your average political history book. It dives deep into decades of
US interventions, revealing patterns of covert actions, regime changes, and military interventions
that have shaped global politics. What makes this book stand out is Blum’s commitment to
presenting documented facts and evidence, often sourced from declassified government documents,
eyewitness accounts, and credible research.

The book spans from post-World War II era up to the early 2000s, chronicling how the United States
has repeatedly used its power to influence or destabilize foreign governments under the guise of
promoting democracy or protecting national security. Blum challenges readers to reconsider
accepted versions of history by laying bare the consequences of these covert operations on the
countries involved.

The Historical Context and Scope

Killing Hope by William Blum covers more than 50 years of US foreign policy, beginning with early
Cold War interventions and extending through conflicts in Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the
Middle East. The scope is vast, addressing events such as:

The overthrow of Iran’s Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh in 1953

The CIA-backed coup in Guatemala in 1954

US involvement in Vietnam and Laos

Support for dictatorships in Chile and Argentina

Interventions in Central America, including Nicaragua and El Salvador

Operations in Africa and the Middle East



By covering these diverse regions and incidents, Blum illustrates a consistent pattern of
interventionism driven by geopolitical interests rather than altruistic motives.

William Blum’s Perspective on US Foreign
Interventions

One of the most compelling aspects of Killing Hope by William Blum is the author’s clear and
unapologetic critique of US foreign policy. Blum, a former State Department employee turned critic,
offers an insider’s understanding combined with a sharp moral lens. He argues that many US actions
abroad have been motivated by economic and strategic interests, often at the expense of human
rights and sovereignty.

Deconstructing the "War on Terror" and Its Roots

Though the book primarily focuses on Cold War and earlier 20th-century interventions, its insights
are highly relevant to understanding the foundations of the so-called “War on Terror.” Blum traces
how decades of covert operations and support for authoritarian regimes contributed to long-standing
instability and resentment toward the US in various regions.

This historical context is essential for anyone trying to grasp the complexities of modern conflicts in
the Middle East, Central Asia, and beyond. Killing Hope by William Blum encourages readers to
question simplified narratives and consider the unintended consequences of foreign policy decisions.

Why Killing Hope by William Blum Remains Relevant
Today

Even years after its original publication, Killing Hope continues to resonate because the themes it
explores are ongoing. The book serves as a reminder that understanding history is key to making
informed judgments about current events.

Learning from Past Mistakes

One of the valuable takeaways from Blum’s work is the importance of scrutinizing government
actions critically. Readers gain insight into how secrecy and misinformation can shape public
perception and policy. This awareness is crucial in an era where media narratives often oversimplify
or omit inconvenient facts.



Empowering Activism and Advocacy

For activists and advocates working on issues of peace, justice, and human rights, Killing Hope by
William Blum provides ammunition rooted in thorough research. It offers a factual basis to challenge
official narratives and push for greater transparency and accountability in foreign affairs.

How to Approach Killing Hope by William Blum for
Maximum Benefit

Given the density and breadth of information presented in the book, approaching Killing Hope with a
strategic mindset can enhance understanding and retention.

Tips for Readers

Take notes: Keep track of key events, dates, and figures to build a clear timeline in your
mind.

Supplement your reading: Pair the book with documentaries or articles for a multimedia
learning experience.

Discuss with others: Engage in conversations or book clubs to explore different perspectives
and deepen your insights.

Reflect on current events: Relate historical episodes from the book to contemporary foreign
policy issues to see parallels and differences.

The Impact and Criticism of Killing Hope by William
Blum

While Killing Hope has been praised for its exhaustive research and compelling narrative, it has also
faced criticism from some quarters. Critics argue that the book presents a one-sided view or focuses
too heavily on US misdeeds without equal attention to other global powers.

However, supporters maintain that Blum’s work is a necessary corrective to sanitized histories often
taught in schools and promoted by mainstream media. The book’s impact lies in its ability to provoke
thought and encourage readers to question accepted truths.



The Legacy of William Blum’s Work

William Blum’s dedication to exposing uncomfortable truths about US foreign policy has inspired
numerous scholars, journalists, and activists. Killing Hope remains a staple reference for those
seeking to understand how covert operations have shaped international relations over the past
century.

His work encourages ongoing dialogue about ethics in foreign policy and the importance of
transparency. By shining a light on the hidden side of history, Blum’s book empowers readers to
demand accountability and informed citizenship.

---

To delve into Killing Hope by William Blum is to embark on a journey through a lesser-known
narrative of modern history. It challenges readers to look beyond official accounts and reconsider
the impact of American interventions worldwide. Whether you are new to the subject or well-versed
in international affairs, this book offers valuable perspectives that enrich your understanding of
global politics and the consequences of power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Killing Hope' by William Blum?
The central theme of 'Killing Hope' is the history of U.S. covert operations and interventions around
the world, highlighting the impact on global politics and the consequences for targeted countries.

When was 'Killing Hope' by William Blum first published?
'Killing Hope' was first published in 1995.

What regions of the world does William Blum focus on in
'Killing Hope'?
William Blum focuses on various regions including Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East,
detailing U.S. interventions in countries across these areas.

How does William Blum support his arguments in 'Killing
Hope'?
Blum supports his arguments with extensive documentation, including declassified government
documents, eyewitness accounts, and historical analysis of U.S. foreign policy actions.

Why is 'Killing Hope' considered a controversial book?
The book is considered controversial because it challenges the mainstream narrative about U.S.
foreign policy by exposing covert operations and interventions that are often omitted or downplayed



in official histories.

What is William Blum's background and how does it influence
'Killing Hope'?
William Blum was a former U.S. State Department employee turned critic of U.S. foreign policy,
which gives him an insider perspective that informs his critical analysis in 'Killing Hope'.

Has 'Killing Hope' been updated since its original publication?
Yes, 'Killing Hope' has been updated in multiple editions, with the latest editions including
information on U.S. interventions in the post-9/11 era.

Who would benefit from reading 'Killing Hope' by William
Blum?
'Killing Hope' is valuable for students, historians, political scientists, and anyone interested in
understanding the hidden aspects of U.S. foreign policy and global political history.

Additional Resources
**Killing Hope by William Blum: A Critical Examination of U.S. Foreign Policy**

killing hope by william blum stands as a seminal work in the realm of political literature and
historical analysis. This comprehensive book delves into the covert and overt interventions of the
United States in the internal affairs of foreign nations, primarily throughout the Cold War era and
beyond. William Blum, an American author and former State Department employee, meticulously
documents numerous cases where U.S. foreign policy, often under the guise of promoting
democracy and freedom, has instead contributed to the destabilization, oppression, and suffering of
countless populations worldwide.

Killing Hope offers readers a challenging perspective that contrasts sharply with mainstream
narratives. It systematically exposes how U.S. intelligence agencies, military forces, and allied
governments have supported coups, funded dictatorships, and engaged in covert operations that
have undermined the very ideals the United States professes to uphold. Through detailed accounts
and a vast array of sources, Blum paints a portrait of power politics marked by moral ambiguity and
real-world consequences.

In-depth Analysis of Killing Hope by William Blum

Blum’s Killing Hope is not merely a historical chronicle; it is a critical examination of the
mechanisms and motivations behind U.S. foreign interventions. The book’s strength lies in its
exhaustive research and the breadth of case studies, which range from Guatemala in the 1950s to
the wars in Central America during the 1980s and the invasions of the Middle East in the 21st
century. Each chapter serves as a focused investigation into a particular conflict or regime change,
highlighting the roles played by various U.S. administrations irrespective of their political party



affiliation.

One of the defining features of Killing Hope by William Blum is its reliance on declassified
documents, firsthand testimonies, and credible journalistic accounts, which lend the narrative a high
degree of authenticity. This approach challenges simplified or sanitized versions of history often
found in popular discourse. The book’s commitment to evidentiary support makes it a valuable
resource for scholars, students, and anyone interested in understanding the complexities of
international relations and American diplomacy.

Scope and Coverage of U.S. Interventions

Killing Hope spans decades and continents, illustrating the global reach of U.S. interventionism.
Some of the most notable episodes covered include:

The 1953 Iranian Coup: The CIA’s orchestration of the overthrow of Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh, which reinstated the Shah’s autocratic rule.

Guatemala, 1954: The removal of democratically elected President Jacobo Árbenz, facilitated
by the CIA to protect American corporate interests.

Vietnam War: A prolonged and devastating conflict driven by Cold War imperatives and anti-
communist ideology.

Chile, 1973: Support for the military coup against Salvador Allende, leading to Augusto
Pinochet’s dictatorship.

Central American Conflicts: U.S. backing of Contra rebels in Nicaragua and support for
authoritarian regimes in El Salvador and Honduras during the 1980s.

Each case study is presented with a focus on the human cost, the political rationale, and the
international repercussions, offering a nuanced understanding that goes beyond simple
condemnation or endorsement.

William Blum’s Methodology and Perspective

Killing Hope by William Blum is distinguished by its investigative rigor and critical stance. Blum’s
background as a former U.S. government employee lends credibility and insight, enabling him to
navigate the complexities of official narratives versus actual policy outcomes. His writing style
balances scholarly objectivity with passionate critique, making the book accessible yet authoritative.

The author’s perspective is unapologetically critical of U.S. imperialism and the ethical lapses
inherent in many foreign policy decisions. However, he does not reduce the narrative to conspiracy
theory; instead, he contextualizes actions within the broader geopolitical strategies of the Cold War
and post-Cold War periods. This balanced approach encourages readers to question dominant
narratives while grounding arguments in documented facts.



Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Discourse

Though first published decades ago, Killing Hope remains highly relevant in the context of ongoing
debates about American foreign policy. The book serves as a cautionary tale about the unintended
consequences of interventionism and the dangers of prioritizing strategic interests over human
rights and sovereignty.

In an era marked by renewed tensions between global powers and continued military engagements,
Blum’s work prompts critical reflection on patterns of intervention and the narratives that justify
them. The book has been cited in academic research, human rights advocacy, and policy discussions,
underscoring its enduring influence.

Key Features and Critical Reception

Killing Hope by William Blum is characterized by several notable features that distinguish it from
other works on U.S. foreign relations:

Comprehensive Documentation: The extensive citations and references to official
documents and credible sources enhance the book’s reliability.

Chronological and Thematic Organization: Its structure allows readers to trace the
evolution of U.S. interventionism over time and across regions.

Focus on Underreported Events: Blum brings attention to lesser-known episodes,
contributing to a fuller understanding of global history.

Engagement with Moral and Ethical Questions: The book challenges readers to consider
the human consequences of foreign policy decisions.

Critically, Killing Hope has been praised for its meticulous research and courage to tackle
controversial subjects. Some reviewers have noted that the book’s stark portrayal of U.S. actions
may appear one-sided, but others argue that it fills an essential gap in mainstream historical
accounts. The book’s unapologetic critique has sparked debate, encouraging a more nuanced and
critical discourse on international relations.

Comparisons with Other Works

When compared to other works on American foreign policy, such as Noam Chomsky’s writings or
Howard Zinn’s historical analyses, Killing Hope shares a similar critical ethos but stands out due to
its detailed focus on covert operations and regime changes. Unlike more narrative-driven histories,
Blum’s work is methodical and source-heavy, making it a valuable reference for researchers and
activists alike.



Who Should Read Killing Hope by William Blum?

The book is particularly suited for:

Students and scholars of political science, history, and international relations seeking a critical
perspective on U.S. foreign policy.

Journalists and policymakers interested in understanding the historical context of American
interventions.

Activists and human rights advocates aiming to uncover the underlying causes of global
conflicts.

General readers curious about the complexities behind headline news on foreign affairs.

Its dense material and extensive references require a degree of patience and critical thinking, but
the insights gained are invaluable for anyone looking to move beyond surface-level explanations.

As Killing Hope by William Blum continues to inform and provoke debate, it remains a potent
reminder of the impact of power, ideology, and secrecy in shaping world events. Through its
investigative lens, readers are invited to reconsider accepted histories and question the narratives
that influence international understanding.

Killing Hope By William Blum

  killing hope by william blum: Killing Hope William Blum, 2003-07-31 Is the United States a
force for democracy? From China in the 1940s to Guatemala today, William Blum presents a
comprehensive study of American covert and overt interference, by one means or another, in the
internal affairs of other countries. Each chapter of the book covers a year in which the author takes
one particular country case and tells the story - and each case throws light on particular US tactics
of intervention.
  killing hope by william blum: Killing Hope William Blum, 1995
  killing hope by william blum: America on the Brink David Ray Griffin, 2023-05-01 The
American government, through its media, has convinced most Americans to support the Ukrainian
government. This books shows why this is a mistake: The United States promised Mikhail Gorbachev
that NATO would not expand “one inch eastward”; and there had been ample warnings, by George
Kennan and others, that moving NATO eastward, especially moving into Georgia and Ukraine, would
cause problems for Russia. In Ukraine prior to 2014, Ukrainian and Russian speakers were
coexisting tolerably well. But in 2013 and 2014, neocons in Obama’s administration engineered a
coup, with help from neo-Nazis, turning Ukraine into a Russia-hating nation. The war in Ukraine
began that year (not in 2022, when Russia attacked in order to protect the Russian-speaking regions
under attack by the new coup government in Kiev). Although this book is primarily about the war in
Ukraine, it also shows how, in one sense, the war in Ukraine is simply one more instance in the
trajectory of American imperialism. as illustrated by previous US interventions in Iran, Guatemala,
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Cuba, Brazil, Greece, Dominican Republic, Panama and Iraq. In another sense, this war reveals just
how committed America is to maintaining a unipolar world order: Because this war illustrates that
America is willing to threaten nuclear holocaust. it is almost as if people in the U.S. State
Department and military believe that life is not worth living unless the US can control the world.
  killing hope by william blum: Whiteout Alexander Cockburn, Jeffrey St. Clair, 2014-12-16 On
March 16, 1998, the CIA's Inspector General, Fred Hitz, finally let the cat out of the bag in an aside
at a Congressional Hearing. Hitz told the US Reps that the CIA had maintained relationships with
companies and individuals the Agency knew to be involved in the drug business. Even more
astonishingly, Hitz revealed that back in 1982 the CIA had requested and received from Reagan's
Justice Department clearance not to report any knowledge it might have of drug-dealing by CIA
assets. With these two admisstions, Hitz definitively sank decades of CIA denials, many of them
under oath to Congress. Hitz's admissions also made fools of some of the most prominent names in
US journalism, and vindicated investigators and critics of the Agency, ranging from Al McCoy to
Senator John Kerry. The involvement of the CIA with drug traffickers is a story that has slouched
into the limelight every decade or so since the creation of the Agency. Most recently, in 1996, the
San Jose Mercury News published a sensational series on the topic, Dark Alliance, and then helped
destroy its own reporter, Gary Webb. In Whiteout, Alexander Cockburn and Jeffrey St. Clair finally
put the whole story together from the earliest days, when the CIA's institutional ancestors, the OSS
and the Office of Naval Intelligence, cut a deal with America's premier gangster and drug trafficker,
Lucky Luciano. They show that many of even the most seemingly outlandish charges leveled against
the Agency have basis in truth. After the San Jose Mercury News series, for example, outraged black
communities charged that the CIA had undertaken a program, stretching across many years, of
experiments on minorities. Cockburn and St. Clair show how the CIA imported Nazi scientists
straight from their labs at Dachau and Buchenwald and set them to work developing chemical and
biological weapons, tested on black Americans, some of them in mental hospitals. Cockburn and St.
Clair show how the CIA's complicity with drug-dealing criminal gangs was part and parcel of its
attacks on labor organizers, whether on the docks of New York, or of Marseilles and Shanghai. They
trace how the Cold War and counterinsurgency led to an alliance between the Agency and the vilest
of war criminals such s Klaus Barbie, or fanatic heroin traders like the mujahed in in Afghanistan.
Whiteout is a thrilling history that stretches from Sicily in 1944 to the killing fields of South-East
Asia, to CIA safe houses in Greenwich Village and San Francisco where CIA men watched
Agency-paid prostitutes feed LSD to unsuspecting clients. We meet Oliver North as he plotted with
Manuel Noriega and Central American gangsters. We travel to little-known airports in Costa Rica
and Arkansas. We hear from drug pilots and accountants from the Medillin Cocaine Cartel. We learn
of DEA agents whose careers were ruined because they tried to tell the truth. The CIA, drugs ... and
the press. Cockburn and St. Clair dissect the shameful way many American journalists have not only
turned a blind eye on the Agency's misdeeds, but helped plunge the knife into those who told the
real story. Here at last is the full saga. Fact-packed and fast-paced, Whiteout is a richly detailed
excavation of the CIA's dirtiest secrets. For all who want to know the truth about the Agency this is
the book to start with.
  killing hope by william blum: The CIA on Campus Philip Zwerling, 2011-10-14 Former CIA
Personnel Director F.W.M. Janney once wrote, It is absolutely essential that the Agency have
available to it the greatest single source of expertise: the American academic community. To this
end, the Central Intelligence Agency has poured tens of millions of dollars into universities to
influence research and enlist students and faculty members into its ranks. This collection of nine
essays from diverse academic fields explores the pernicious penetration of intelligence services into
U.S. campus life to exploit academic study, recruit students, skew publications, influence
professional advancement, misinform the public, and spy on professors. With its exhaustive list of
CIA misdeeds and myriad suggestions for combatting the subversion of academic independence, this
work provides a wake-up call for students and faculty across the country.
  killing hope by william blum: The Russians Are Coming, Again Jeremy Kuzmarov, John



Marciano, 2018-05-22 [This book] is a red flag to restore our historical consciousness about
U.S.-Russian relations, and how denying this consciousness is leading to a repetition of past
follies--Amazon.com.
  killing hope by william blum: Earth Into Property Tony Hall, 2010 A broad exploration of
the colonial roots of global capitalism and the worldwide quest of Indigenous people for liberation
through decolonization.
  killing hope by william blum: The Fall of the Roman Empire Martin M. Winkler,
2012-12-18 The essays collected in this book present the first comprehensive appreciation of The
Fall of the Roman Empire from historical, historiographical, and cinematic perspectives. The book
also provides the principal classical sources on the period. It is a companion to Gladiator: Film and
History (Blackwell, 2004) and Spartacus: Film and History (Blackwell, 2007) and completes a triad
of scholarly studies on Hollywood’s greatest films about Roman history. A critical re-evaluation of
the 1964 epic film The Fall of the Roman Empire, directed by Anthony Mann, from historical,
film-historical, and contemporary points of view Presents a collection of scholarly essays and
classical sources on the period of Roman history that ancient and modern historians have considered
to be the turning point toward the eventual fall of Rome Contains a short essay by director Anthony
Mann Includes a map of the Roman Empire and film stills, as well as translations of the principal
ancient sources, an extensive bibliography, and a chronology of events
  killing hope by william blum: Humanitarian Imperialism Jean Bricmont, 2006-11 Since the
end of the Cold War, the idea of human rights has been made into a justification for intervention by
the world's leading economic and military powers--above all, the United States--in countries that are
vulnerable to their attacks. The criteria for such intervention have become more arbitrary and
self-serving, and their form more destructive. Jean Bricmont's Humanitarian imperialism is both a
historical account of this development and a powerful political and moral critique. It seeks to restore
the critique of imperialism to its rightful place in the defense of human rights. It describes the
leading role of the United States in initiating military and other interventions, but also on the
obvious support given to it by European powers and NATO. Timely, topical, and rigorously argued,
Jean Bricmont's book establishes a firm basis for resistance to global war with no end in sight--Back
cover.
  killing hope by william blum: Face of Imperialism Michael Parenti, 2015-10-23 The
relationship between US economic and military power is not often considered within mainstream
commentary. Similarly the connection between US military interventions overseas and US domestic
problems is rarely considered in any detail. In this brilliant new book, Michael Parenti reveals the
true face of US imperialism. He documents how it promotes unjust policies across the globe
including expropriation of natural resources, privatisation, debt burdens and suppression of
democratic movements. He then demonstrates how this feeds into deteriorating living standards in
the US itself, leading to increased poverty, decaying infrastructure and impending ecological
disaster. The Face of Imperialism redefines empire and imperialism and connects the crisis in the
US with its military escapades across the world.
  killing hope by william blum: Contemporary Anti-Muslim Politics Kenneth J. Long,
2017-02-15 Contemporary Anti-Muslim Politics provides a succinct but potent critique of the policies
of Western nations toward Muslims, particularly the aggressive foreign policies of the United States
and the exclusionary domestic policies of Europe. These policies have already claimed millions of
Muslim lives. For decades, policies that rely on war, exclusion, and ghettoization have triggered
conflict escalation. The actions of groups such as the Islamic State and Boko Haram are reactions to
this history. Their tactics exacerbate negative stereotyping of Muslims generally and Western
military strategies cause many Muslims to pursue survivalist politics that enable and strengthen
such groups. Anti-Muslim politics in Western nations takes many forms beyond war and exclusion,
including racialization, stereotyping, sacrilegious cultural assaults, mass media scapegoating, and
even tolerance, which implies something unpalatable in need of toleration. The gridlock brought by
pluralism and constitutionalism, both in Europe and the United States, serves few people well, but it



has locked Muslims into an especially abusive status quo.
  killing hope by william blum: NATO's Secret Armies Daniele Ganser, 2005-06-21 This
fascinating new study shows how the CIA and the British secret service, in collaboration with the
military alliance NATO and European military secret services, set up a network of clandestine
anti-communist armies in Western Europe after World War II. These secret soldiers were trained on
remote islands in the Mediterranean and in unorthodox warfare centres in England and in the
United States by the Green Berets and SAS Special Forces. The network was armed with explosives,
machine guns and high-tech communication equipment hidden in underground bunkers and secret
arms caches in forests and mountain meadows. In some countries the secret army linked up with
right-wing terrorist who in a secret war engaged in political manipulation, harrassement of left wing
parties, massacres, coup d'états and torture. Codenamed 'Gladio' ('the sword'), the Italian secret
army was exposed in 1990 by Italian Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti to the Italian Senate,
whereupon the press spoke of The best kept, and most damaging, political-military secret since
World War II (Observer, 18. November 1990) and observed that The story seems straight from the
pages of a political thriller. (The Times, November 19, 1990). Ever since, so-called 'stay-behind'
armies of NATO have also been discovered in France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Belgium, the
Netherlands, Luxemburg, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, Austria, Greece and
Turkey. They were internationally coordinated by the Pentagon and NATO and had their last known
meeting in the NATO-linked Allied Clandestine Committee (ACC) in Brussels in October 1990.
  killing hope by william blum: International Democracy Development ,
  killing hope by william blum: United States Foreign Policy 1945-1968 Michael Wayne
Santos, 2020-01-17 Between 1945 and 1968, the possibility of Mutual Assured Destruction led to a
host of odd realities, including the creation of an affable cartoon turtle named Bert who taught
millions of school children that nuclear war was survivable if they simply learned how to “duck and
cover.” Meanwhile, fear of Communism played out against the backdrop of potential Armageddon to
provide justification for a variety of covert operations involving regime change, political
assassination, and sometimes bizarre plot twists. United States Foreign Policy 1945-1968: The
Bomb, Spies, Stories, and Lies takes a fresh look at this complex, often confusing, and frequently
farcical period in American and world history.
  killing hope by william blum: Battle For Angola Al J. Venter, 2017-04-03 Following the
publication of Al Venter’s successful Portugal’s Guerrilla Wars in Africa - shortlisted by the New
York Military Affairs Symposium’s 'Arthur Goodzeit Book Award for 2013' - his Battle for Angola
delves still further into the troubled history of this former Portuguese African colony. This is a
completely fresh work running to almost 600 pages including 32 pages of color photos, with the
main thrust on events before and after the civil war that followed Lisbon’s over-hasty departure back
to the metrópole. There are also several sections that detail the role of South African mercenaries in
defeating the rebel leader Dr Jonas Savimbi (considered by some as the most accomplished guerrilla
leader to emerge in Africa in the past century). There are many chapters that deal with Pretoria’s
reaction to the deteriorating political and military situation in Angola, the role of the Soviets and
mercenaries in the political transition, as well as the civil war that followed. With the assistance of
several notable military authorities he elaborates in considerable detail on South Africa’s 23-year
Border War, from the first guerrilla incursions to the last. In this regard he received solid help from
the former the head of 4 Reconnaissance Regiment, Colonel Douw Steyn, who details several
cross-border Recce strikes, including the sinking by frogmen of two Soviet ships and a Cuban
freighter in an Angolan deepwater port. Throughout, the author was helped by a variety of notable
authorities, including the French historian Dr René Pélissier and the American academic and former
naval aviator Dr John (Jack) Cann. With their assistance, he covers several ancillary uprisings and
invasions, including the Herero revolt of the early 20th century; the equally troubled Ovambo
insurrection, as well as the invasion of Angola by the Imperial German Army in the First World War.
Former deputy head of the South African Army Major General Roland de Vries played a seminal role.
It was he - dubbed ‘South Africa’s Rommel’ by his fellow commanders - who successfully nurtured



the concept of ‘mobile warfare’ where, in a succession of armored onslaughts ‘thin-skinned’ Ratel
Infantry Fighting Vehicles tackled Soviet main battle tanks and thrashed them. There is a major
section on South African Airborne – the ‘Parabats’ –by Brigadier-General McGill Alexander, one of
the architects of that kind of warfare under Third World conditions. Finally, the role of Cuban
Revolutionary Army receives the attention it deserves: officially there were almost 50,000 Cuban
troops deployed in the Angolan war, though subsequent disclosures in Havana suggest that the final
total was much higher.
  killing hope by william blum: Christianity and Social Systems Rosemary Radford Ruether,
2009 From the earliest interactions of Christians with the Roman Empire to today's debates about
the separation of church and state, the Christian churches have been in complex relationships with
various economic and political systems for centuries. Renowned theologian Rosemary Radford
Ruether analyzes the ways the Christian church has historically interacted with powerful systems
such as patriarchy, racism, slavery, and environmentalism, while looking critically at how the church
shapes these systems today. With a focus on the United States, Christianity and Social Systems
provides an introductory analysis of the interactions between the churches and major systems that
have shaped western Christian and post-Christian society. Ruether discusses ideologies, such as
liberalism and socialism, and includes three country case studies-Nicaragua, South Africa, and North
and South Korea-to further illustrate the profound influences Christianity and social systems have
with each other. This book is neither an attack on the relationship between Christianity and these
systems, nor an apology, but rather a nuanced examination of the interactions between them. By
understanding how these interactions have shaped history, we can more fully understand how to
make ethical decisions about the role of Christianity in some of today's most pressing social issues,
from economic and class disparities to the environmental crisis.
  killing hope by william blum: Forbidden Bookshelf's Resistance in America Collection
Nancy Howell Lee, Peter Dale Scott, Bertram Gross, 2017-06-13 From creeping capitalism to
abortion to government corruption, these three books shed light on controversial topics that are too
often left in the dark. Curated by NYU professor Mark Crispin Miller, the Forbidden Bookshelf series
resurrects books from America’s repressed history. All touching on bold and debated topics, these
three books are more relevant today than ever. Friendly Fascism: Bertram Gross, a presidential
adviser in the New Deal era, explores the insidious way that capitalist politics could subvert
America’s constitutional democracy. First published over three decades ago, this book predicted the
threats and realities that occur when big business and big government become bedfellows, while
demonstrating how US citizens can build a truer democracy. The Search for an Abortionist: Nancy
Howell Lee’s eye-opening account reveals the dangerous and illegal options for women seeking an
abortion before Roe v. Wade. Based on interviews with 114 women, this groundbreaking work takes
an intimate look at the abortion process. Dallas ’63: Peter Dale Scott exposes the deep state, an
intricate network within the American government, linking Wall Street influence, corrupt
bureaucracy, and the military-industrial complex. Since World War II, its power has grown
unchecked, and nowhere has it been more apparent than at Dealey Plaza on November 22, 1963.
Scott details the CIA and FBI’s involvement in the JFK assassination, and shows how events like
Watergate, the Iran–Contra affair, and 9/11 are all connected to this behind-the-scenes web of
corruption.
  killing hope by william blum: Rising in Words Colin Barth, 2008-03-01 Rising in Words is a
book replete with new ideas to reform the old-to reorient, to challenge, to provoke thought, to
persuade, and to educate. Here is philosophy that matters. Original thought, incisive social
commentary, methodical analysis, and creative inspiration come alive in nine high-impact works,
covering topics from the meaning of Progress to the impact of history, from the decline of
intellectualism to the future of humanity.
  killing hope by william blum: Why Paramilitary Operations Fail Armin Krishnan, 2018-04-25
This book analyzes U.S. pro-insurgency paramilitary operations (PMOs) or U.S. proxy warfare from
the beginning of the Cold War to the present and explains why many of these operations either failed



entirely to achieve their objective, or why they produced negative consequences that greatly
diminished their benefits. The chapters cover important aspects of what PMOs are, the history of
U.S. PMOs, how they function, the dilemmas of secrecy and accountability, the issues of control,
criminal conduct, and disposal of proxies, as well as newer developments that may change PMOs in
the future. The author argues that the general approach of conducting PMOs as covert operations is
inherently flawed since it tends to undermine many possibilities for control over proxies in a
situation where the interests of sponsors and proxies necessarily diverge on key issues.
  killing hope by william blum: The Global Debt Crisis and How We Can Get out of It Jason
Goodwin, 2016-09-17 “People of the nation do not understand our banking and monetary system, for
if they did, I believe there would be a revolution before tomorrow morning.” Those words come from
Henry Ford, and they are truer today than ever. Banks continue to purchase assets with other
people’s money, which contributed to the global debt crisis that devastated so many individuals and
families. Jason Goodwin, a lifelong student of the economy, outlines how the banking and monetary
system work in this book that not only informs but will make you downright angry. He focuses on
topics such as • countries like Greece that are hamstrung by massive debt, • causes of the global
debt crisis, and • economic policies that make it difficult for households to pay their bills and get
ahead in life. He also examines how banks become investors when companies offer shares to the
public via initial public offerings. Banks use other people’s money to become the largest investors of
these companies, which can cause massive socio-economic problems. Get truthful answers on why
the world is suffering a debt crisis along with practical solutions to solve the problem with this
insightful overview of the global economy.
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