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John Mearsheimer and The Tragedy of Great Power Politics: An In-Depth
Exploration

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics is a phrase that
resonates deeply within the world of international relations and political
science. This seminal work, authored by John J. Mearsheimer, has become a
cornerstone in understanding the dynamics that drive the actions and
interactions of great powers on the global stage. If you’ve ever wondered why
major powers often seem locked in perpetual competition or conflict,
Mearsheimer’s book offers a compelling and, at times, sobering explanation.

Understanding John Mearsheimer’s Perspective

At the heart of John Mearsheimer’s analysis is the theory of offensive
realism, a branch of realist thought in international relations. Unlike more
optimistic theories that emphasize cooperation and diplomacy, Mearsheimer
argues that the anarchic nature of the international system compels great
powers to seek dominance as a means of survival. This relentless quest for
power and security often leads to conflict, making tragedy almost inevitable.

The Core Argument of The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics

Mearsheimer’s main thesis centers on the idea that great powers are
inherently driven by insecurity. Because there is no overarching authority to
enforce rules or guarantee safety, states must rely on their own capabilities
to ensure survival. This leads them to pursue offensive strategies — trying
to maximize their relative power and, when possible, achieve regional
hegemony.

This framework explains why even rational states may end up in conflict: the
pursuit of security paradoxically fuels insecurity and competition. It’s a
cycle that repeats throughout history, from the Peloponnesian War to the Cold
War and beyond.

Why This Theory Matters Today

John Mearsheimer’s insights are not just academic musings; they have real-
world implications for how we interpret current global tensions. Whether it’s
the rivalry between the United States and China or the conflicts in Eastern
Europe, the “tragedy” Mearsheimer describes helps us make sense of why peace
is so elusive among great powers.



Application to Contemporary Global Politics

In recent years, the rise of China as a global power has brought
Mearsheimer’s theory into sharp focus. The United States’ attempts to
maintain its dominant position while managing China’s ascent illustrate
classic great power dynamics. Both nations engage in military buildup,
strategic alliances, and diplomatic maneuvering — all aimed at securing their
interests in an uncertain and competitive international landscape.

Similarly, Russia’s actions in Ukraine and its broader assertiveness in
FEastern Europe can be viewed through the lens of offensive realism.
Mearsheimer’s theory provides a framework for understanding why states engage
in seemingly aggressive behaviors that, from an outside perspective, might
appear irrational.

Key Concepts in The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics

While the book covers a broad range of ideas, several concepts stand out as
essential for grasping Mearsheimer’s argument.

1. Anarchy in the International System

Unlike domestic politics, the international arena lacks a central authority.
This anarchy means that states must depend on self-help mechanisms, preparing
for the worst-case scenario because no one else will guarantee their safety.

2. The Security Dilemma

One state’s efforts to enhance its security often make others feel less
secure, prompting them to respond in kind. This cycle can escalate tensions
even 1f no side desires conflict initially.

3. Offensive Realism vs. Defensive Realism

While defensive realism suggests states are mainly concerned with maintaining
security, offensive realism, championed by Mearsheimer, argues that states
strive to maximize power to ensure survival, sometimes by aggressive means.

4. Regional Hegemony

Mearsheimer posits that great powers aspire to dominate their own region
because controlling the immediate neighborhood provides a secure base from
which to project power globally.



Critiques and Debates Surrounding Mearsheimer'’s
Work

No influential theory goes unchallenged, and The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics is no exception. Critics argue that Mearsheimer’s emphasis on power
and conflict downplays the role of international institutions, economic
interdependence, and diplomacy in fostering peace.

Some scholars suggest that his theory is too deterministic, implying that
great powers are doomed to clash, overlooking instances where cooperation has
prevailed. Nonetheless, even critics acknowledge the importance of his work
in highlighting the persistent security dilemmas faced by states.

Balancing Realism with Other Theories

Understanding Mearsheimer’s contributions means situating them within the
broader landscape of international relations theories. Liberalism, for
instance, emphasizes the potential for cooperation through trade,
international law, and global governance structures. Constructivism focuses
on the impact of ideas, identities, and norms.

While these perspectives offer valuable insights, Mearsheimer reminds us of
the harsh realities underpinning international politics: power struggles and
competition are often unavoidable.

John Mearsheimer’s Influence on Policy and
Academia

Since its publication, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics has influenced not
only scholars but also policymakers attempting to navigate complex
international environments. Understanding the motivations and fears that
drive great powers can inform diplomatic strategies, military planning, and
alliance formation.

Implications for Diplomacy and Strategy

If great powers are fundamentally motivated by survival and dominance, then
efforts to promote peace must account for these pressures. For instance,
policies aimed at reducing perceived threats or creating mutual security
guarantees can help break cycles of mistrust.

Moreover, recognizing the inevitability of competition may encourage states
to prepare for contingencies while still pursuing diplomatic engagement where
possible. Mearsheimer’s work encourages a realistic appraisal of
international relations, balancing idealism with pragmatism.



Further Reading and Resources

For those interested in delving deeper into John Mearsheimer’s ideas and the
broader themes of great power politics, several resources can provide
additional perspectives:

e The Tragedy of Great Power Politics by John J. Mearsheimer - The primary
text for understanding his theory.

e Realism and International Relations - A collection of essays exploring
different realist viewpoints.

e Theories of International Politics and Zombies by Daniel W. Drezner - A
creative introduction to IR theories, including realism.

e The Cold War and International Politics - Historical case studies
illustrating great power competition.

Final Thoughts on The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics

Engaging with john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics invites us
to look beyond surface-level narratives of international relations. It
challenges us to understand the structural constraints and strategic
calculations that shape the behavior of the world’s most powerful states.
While the theory might paint a somewhat grim picture of global affairs, it
equips us with a clearer lens through which to interpret events and
anticipate future developments.

In a world where great power competition continues to define much of global
politics, Mearsheimer’s insights remain as relevant as ever, encouraging
continuous reflection on the delicate balance between power, security, and
peace.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John Mearsheimer, the author of 'The Tragedy
of Great Power Politics'?

John Mearsheimer is a prominent American political scientist and
international relations scholar known for his work on realist theory and
great power politics.

What is the main argument of John Mearsheimer's 'The
Tragedy of Great Power Politics'?

The main argument is that great powers are inherently driven to seek
dominance and security through power competition, leading to inevitable



conflict and tragedy in international relations.

How does Mearsheimer explain the behavior of great
powers in his book?

Mearsheimer explains that the anarchic structure of the international system
compels great powers to pursue offensive strategies to maximize their
security and influence, often resulting in rivalry and war.

What theory of international relations does 'The
Tragedy of Great Power Politics' primarily support?

The book primarily supports offensive realism, a branch of realist theory
that emphasizes the aggressive pursuit of power by states in an anarchic
international system.

Why does Mearsheimer believe that great powers cannot
trust each other?

Mearsheimer argues that due to the lack of a central authority to enforce
agreements, states must rely on self-help, making trust difficult and
encouraging precautionary measures against potential threats.

How does 'The Tragedy of Great Power Politics' view
the possibility of lasting peace among great powers?

The book is skeptical about lasting peace, suggesting that the structural
pressures of the international system make conflict among great powers likely
and enduring peace difficult to achieve.

What role does geography play in Mearsheimer's
analysis of great power politics?

Geography is crucial as it shapes power dynamics, with great powers seeking
to dominate their own regions and prevent the rise of peer competitors
nearby, a concept known as regional hegemony.

How has 'The Tragedy of Great Power Politics'
influenced contemporary international relations
scholarship?

The book has significantly influenced the study of realism, providing a
rigorous theoretical framework for understanding power struggles and shaping
debates on security, strategy, and foreign policy.

Can Mearsheimer's theory in 'The Tragedy of Great
Power Politics' be applied to current global
conflicts?

Yes, his theory is often used to analyze contemporary tensions among major
powers like the US, China, and Russia, helping to explain their strategic



behaviors and potential for conflict.

Additional Resources

John Mearsheimer and The Tragedy of Great Power Politics: A Critical
Examination

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics stands as a seminal work
in the field of international relations, offering a provocative and often
controversial lens through which to analyze the behavior of states in the
anarchic global system. Published in 2001, this book by John Mearsheimer, a
leading political scientist and proponent of offensive realism, has
significantly influenced academic discourse and policy debates surrounding
power dynamics, state behavior, and global security. This article delves
deeply into the core arguments, theoretical foundations, and enduring
relevance of Mearsheimer’s work, while also exploring its critiques and
implications for contemporary geopolitics.

Understanding John Mearsheimer’s Offensive
Realism

At the heart of john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics lies the
theory of offensive realism, a structural approach to international relations
rooted in the realist tradition. Mearsheimer posits that the international
system is inherently anarchic—meaning there is no overarching authority above
states. In such an environment, great powers are compelled to seek security
through maximizing their relative power, often at the expense of others.

Unlike defensive realism, which suggests states primarily seek to maintain
their security, offensive realism argues that great powers are inherently
aggressive and driven to dominate the international system to ensure their
survival. Mearsheimer famously encapsulates this in the notion that “states
are power maximizers,” motivated by the uncertainty of other states’
intentions and the impossibility of achieving absolute security.

The Core Assumptions of Offensive Realism

Mearsheimer’s framework rests on five key assumptions that shape state
behavior:

Anarchy: The international system lacks a central authority to enforce
rules or provide security.

e Great Powers Possess Offensive Capabilities: States have enough military
strength to harm each other.

e Uncertainty of Intentions: States cannot be sure of other states’ future
plans or motivations.

e Survival is the Primary Goal: Ensuring the survival of the state is
paramount.



e Rational Actors: States act strategically and rationally to maximize
their chances of survival.

These assumptions culminate in a grim forecast of international politics,
where competition, conflict, and the quest for hegemony are inevitable. The
“tragedy” Mearsheimer refers to is the perpetual security dilemma that great
powers face: efforts to enhance security often provoke countermeasures from
rivals, leading to arms races and conflicts.

Key Themes in The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics

Mearsheimer’s book is structured around several pivotal themes that underpin
the dynamics of great power politics:

1. The Security Dilemma and Power Maximization

One of the fundamental insights from Mearsheimer’s work is the concept of the
security dilemma. When one state increases its power or military
capabilities, other states perceive a threat and respond in kind. This mutual
escalation can spiral into conflict even when no state desires war.
Mearsheimer argues that because power is the currency of survival, states are
compelled to seek regional hegemony to avoid being dominated by others.

2. The Quest for Regional Hegemony

Mearsheimer asserts that global hegemony is unattainable due to geographical
and logistical constraints. Instead, great powers strive to become dominant
within their own regions, securing their immediate neighborhood while
preventing the rise of peer competitors. This regional focus explains
persistent rivalries and conflicts in key strategic areas worldwide.

3. Balancing Behavior and Alliances

Great powers often form alliances to counterbalance emerging threats. Yet,
these alliances are inherently temporary and opportunistic, as states
constantly reassess their interests. Mearsheimer emphasizes that balancing
against rising powers is a natural response to preserve the status quo, but
such balancing can also provoke preemptive aggression.

4. The Inevitability of Conflict

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of Mearsheimer’s thesis is the argument
that conflict among great powers is not only common but inevitable. According
to him, even rational states cannot escape the structural pressures of an

anarchic system that incentivizes power accumulation and preemptive measures.



Comparative Perspectives: Mearsheimer vs. Other
Realists

While Mearsheimer’s offensive realism has garnered significant attention, it
exists alongside other realist theories that offer contrasting
interpretations:

e Defensive Realism: Scholars like Kenneth Waltz argue that states
primarily seek to maintain security rather than maximize power,
suggesting a more restrained and cautious approach to international
politics.

e Neoclassical Realism: This approach incorporates domestic politics and
leaders’ perceptions into the analysis, offering a more nuanced view
than the structural determinism of offensive realism.

e Liberal and Constructivist Critiques: These schools challenge the
inevitability of conflict, emphasizing cooperation, international
institutions, and the social construction of state interests.

The debate between these perspectives highlights the complexity of global
politics and the difficulty of predicting state behavior solely based on
systemic pressures.

Implications for Contemporary Geopolitics

The insights from john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics
resonate strongly in today’s international environment, where rising powers,
shifting alliances, and regional rivalries dominate headlines.

US-China Rivalry

The ongoing strategic competition between the United States and China
exemplifies Mearsheimer’s theory in action. Both powers are engaged in a
struggle for regional dominance in the Indo-Pacific, with the US seeking to
maintain its hegemony and China aspiring to challenge it. The security
dilemma manifests through military buildups, trade disputes, and diplomatic
tensions, reinforcing Mearsheimer’s prediction of great power rivalry.

Russia’s Assertiveness in Eastern Europe

Russia’s actions in Ukraine and its broader efforts to exert influence in its
near abroad align with the offensive realist perspective. Moscow’s quest to
prevent NATO expansion and secure its regional dominance reflects the power-
maximizing behavior Mearsheimer describes.



Challenges to Multilateralism

Mearsheimer’s skepticism about the durability of international institutions
is evident in the erosion of global governance frameworks. The tendency of
great powers to prioritize national interests over collective security
underscores the limitations of cooperation in an anarchic system.

Critiques and Limitations of Mearsheimer’s
Thesis

While widely influential, Mearsheimer’s work is not without criticism. Some
of the major points of contention include:

e Deterministic Outlook: Critics argue that offensive realism
overemphasizes structural constraints and underestimates the role of
agency, diplomacy, and domestic politics.

e Neglect of Non-Military Factors: The theory’s focus on military power
sometimes overlooks economic interdependence, soft power, and
transnational challenges.

e Empirical Exceptions: Cases like the peaceful rise of Germany and Japan
post-World War II challenge the inevitability of conflict among great
powers.

e Ethical Considerations: The theory is often criticized for its cynical
view of international relations, which some argue could justify
aggressive policies and undermine efforts toward peace.

Despite these critiques, the enduring relevance of Mearsheimer’s analysis is
evident in ongoing scholarly debates and policy deliberations.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than two decades after its publication, john mearsheimer the tragedy of
great power politics remains a cornerstone text for students, scholars, and
practitioners seeking to understand the dark undercurrents of global power
struggles. Its rigorous structural analysis challenges idealistic assumptions
and compels readers to grapple with the harsh realities of international
competition.

In an era marked by uncertainty, rising nationalism, and geopolitical
tensions, Mearsheimer’s insights serve as a sobering reminder of the forces
that shape state behavior and the precarious balance that underpins global
order. Whether one agrees with his conclusions or not, engaging with this
work is essential for a well-rounded grasp of international relations theory
and practice.



John Mearsheimer The Tragedy Of Great Power Politics

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics John ]J. Mearsheimer, 2001 With insight and irreverence, Mearsheimer exposes a world
where no international authority reigns, and hegemony is the only insurance of security. This book
will invigorate academics, vex politicians, and excite even the casual observer of international
affairs. 9 maps.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: 2 Minutes and Under, Volume 2
Glenn Alterman, 2002

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: SUMMARY - The Tragedy Of Great
Power Politics By John J. Mearsheimer Shortcut Edition, 2021-06-16 * Our summary is short, simple
and pragmatic. It allows you to have the essential ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes. By
reading this summary, you will discover the tragedy of the politics of the great powers. You will also
discover that : all European countries continue to fear German hegemony; the First World War
claimed 9 million lives; world War II claimed 50 million lives; the democratization of China is no
guarantee against its hegemony; the 19th century was one of the most stable periods in European
history; irenicism, or love of peace, can lead to dangerous illusions. It is difficult to escape the
tragedy of the politics of the great powers. For the quest to maximize external security to ensure
their survival as states necessarily leads nations towards armed competition. Using historical
examples and arguments drawn from the theory of international relations, John J. Mearsheimer,
professor at the University of Chicago, has updated this classic of international issues, to the delight
of readers. His main thesis is that the greatest danger threatening the world is the rise of China. The
Tragedy of Great Power Politics is a mine of information and gives an uncompromising insight into
the relationship between the powers. Have you often read such a perspective on recent history?
*Buy now the summary of this book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Résumé - the Tragedy of Great
Power Politics de John Mearsheimer Parfait Chauvin, 2019-01-17 Résumé - The Tragedy of Great
Power Politics de John Mearsheimer Il est difficile d'échapper a la tragédie de la politique des
grandes puissances. Car la recherche de la maximisation de la sécurité extérieure pour assurer leur
survie en tant qu'Etats entraine forcément les nations vers la compétition armée. A 1'aide d'exemples
historiques et d'arguments tirés de la théorie des relations internationales, John J. Mearsheimer,
professeur a 1'Université de Chicago, a mis a jour ce classique des questions internationales, pour le
plus grand plaisir des lecteurs. Sa these principale est que le plus grand danger qui menace le
monde est la montée en puissance de la Chine. The Tragedy of Great Power Politics est une mine
d'informations et donne un apercu sans concession des rapports entre les puissances. Avez-vous
souvent lu une telle mise en perspective de I'histoire récente ?En lisant ce résumé, vous découvrirez
la tragédie de la politique des grandes puissances.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: SUMMARY Edition Shortcut
(author), 1901

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: The Tragedy of Great Power Politics
Perfection Learning Corporation, 2019

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Intentions in Great Power Politics
Sebastian Rosato, 2021-04-20 Why the future of great power politics is likely to resemble its dismal
past Can great powers be confident that their peers have benign intentions? States that trust each
other can live at peace; those that mistrust each other are doomed to compete for arms and allies
and may even go to war. Sebastian Rosato explains that states routinely lack the kind of information
they need to be convinced that their rivals mean them no harm. Even in cases that supposedly
involved mutual trust—Germany and Russia in the Bismarck era; Britain and the United States
during the great rapprochement; France and Germany, and Japan and the United States in the early
interwar period; and the Soviet Union and United States at the end of the Cold War—the



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/john-mearsheimer-the-tragedy-of-great-power-politics.pdf

protagonists mistrusted each other and struggled for advantage. Rosato argues that the
ramifications of his argument for U.S.-China relations are profound: the future of great power
politics is likely to resemble its dismal past.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: China's "peaceful Rise" in the 21st
Century Sujian Guo, 2006-01-01 This comprehensive and timely study examines the conditions and
challenges of China's 'peaceful rise' and addresses the central question of whether it is possible for
China to 'rise peacefully' in the 21st century, bearing in mind the implications for Chi

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: The Ideological Origins of Great
Power Politics, 1789-1989 Mark L. Haas, 2018-09-05 How do leaders perceive threat levels in world
politics, and what effects do those perceptions have on policy choices? Mark L. Haas focuses on how
ideology shapes perception. He does not delineate the content of particular ideologies, but rather
the degree of difference among them. Degree of ideological difference is, he believes, the crucial
factor as leaders decide which nations threaten and which bolster their state's security and their
own domestic power. These threat perceptions will in turn impel leaders to make particular
foreign-policy choices. Haas examines great-power relations in five periods: the 1790s in Europe, the
Concert of Europe (1815-1848), the 1930s in Europe, Sino-Soviet relations from 1949 to 1960, and
the end of the Cold War. In each case he finds a clear relationship between the degree of ideological
differences that divided state leaders and those leaders' perceptions of threat level (and so of
appropriate foreign-policy choices). These relationships held in most cases, regardless of the nature
of the ideologies in question, the offense-defense balance, and changes in the international
distribution of power.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Machiavelli and the
Legitimization of Realism in International Relations Ioana Petre, 2009

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Realist Thought and the
Nation-State Konstantinos Kostagiannis, 2017-09-21 This book recovers the history of realist
theorization on nationalism and the nation-state. Presented in a sequence of snapshots and
illustrated by examples drawn from the foreign policy of great powers, this history is represented by
four key realist thinkers. It uses the centrality of power in realism as a starting point to claim,
contrary to conventional wisdom about realism, that for realists the state is better understood not as
a political unit outside history but rather as a manifestation of power unfixed in time. It also claims
that the process of gradual impoverishment of the concept of power from classical to structural
realism had profound implications for realism, as what the latter gained in parsimony it lost in
analytical purchase. As a result, elaborate understandings of nationalism and its relation to the state
are replaced by one-dimensional approaches. In order to offer meaningful engagement with foreign
policy, neorealists often have to resort to the recovery of some of the complexity of classical realist
accounts.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: US-China Rivalry Brian C. H. Fong,
2024-11-30 US-China Rivalry offers a holistic analysis of the unfolding of US-China competition in
the Indo-Pacific, using a novel theory called neo-offensive realism. It synthesises quantitative and
qualitative data to examine the intensification of US-China competition across the Indo-Pacific in
recent years, with a focus on why the competition is intensifying under the interplay of system-level
and unit-level forces; where the competition is unfolding across states and quasi-states in the region;
how the competition is conducted through economic and military influence mechanisms; and whither
the competition is developing in the future.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: The Cold War and After Marc
Trachtenberg, 2012-03-12 A new way of looking at international relations from a leading expert in
the field What makes for war or for a stable international system? Are there general principles that
should govern foreign policy? In The Cold War and After, Marc Trachtenberg, a leading historian of
international relations, explores how historical work can throw light on these questions. The essays
in this book deal with specific problems—with such matters as nuclear strategy and U.S.-European
relations. But Trachtenberg's main goal is to show how in practice a certain type of scholarly work



can be done. He demonstrates how, in studying international politics, the conceptual and empirical
sides of the analysis can be made to connect with each other, and how historical, theoretical, and
even policy issues can be tied together in an intellectually respectable way. These essays address a
wide variety of topics, from theoretical and policy issues, such as the question of preventive war and
the problem of international order, to more historical subjects—for example, American policy on
Eastern Europe in 1945 and Franco-American relations during the Nixon-Pompidou period. But in
each case the aim is to show how a theoretical perspective can be brought to bear on the analysis of
historical issues, and how historical analysis can shed light on basic conceptual problems.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Parameters , 2002

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: The Return of Bipolarity in World
Politics @ystein Tunsjg, 2018-02-27 Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the international system
has been unipolar, centered on the United States. But the rise of China foreshadows a change in the
distribution of power. @ystein Tunsjg shows that the international system is moving toward a
U.S.-China standoff, bringing us back to bipolarity—a system in which no third power can challenge
the top two. The Return of Bipolarity in World Politics surveys the new era of superpowers to argue
that the combined effects of the narrowing power gap between China and the United States and the
widening power gap between China and any third-ranking power portend a new bipolar system that
will differ in crucial ways from that of the last century. Tunsje expands Kenneth N. Waltz’s
structural-realist theory to examine the new bipolarity within the context of geopolitics, which he
calls “geostructural realism.” He considers how a new bipolar system will affect balancing and
stability in U.S.-China relations, predicting that the new bipolarity will not be as prone to arms races
as the previous era’s; that the risk of limited war between the two superpowers is likely to be higher
in the coming bipolarity, especially since the two powers are primarily rivals at sea rather than on
land; and that the superpowers are likely to be preoccupied with rivalry and conflict in East Asia
instead of globally. Tunsjg presents a major challenge to how international relations understands
superpowers in the twenty-first century.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: The Politics of Nuclear
Disarmament Tim Street, 2021-04-21 This book explores what political conditions must be
established and what obstacles overcome for the fi ve offi cial Nuclear Weapon States (NWS)—
China, France, Russia, the UK and US— to eliminate their nuclear weapons. The different views and
positions of a range of actors concerning nuclear weapons issues— including elite perspectives and
public opinion— and the political assumptions underpinning them, are discussed to develop a more
democratic approach to disarmament. Addressing the lack of detailed analysis concerning the
meaning of nuclear disarmament for the domestic political orders of NWS, the book critically
explores different approaches to and theories of disarmament within legal, political and technical
literatures and orthodox and critical theory. It also builds on previous discussions of nuclear
possession, restraint, arms control, and disarmament— concerning both nuclear possessor and non-
possessor states— identifying the insights these works provide regarding how NWS disarmament
may be advanced. Contributing to theoretical debates concerning how domestic politics interacts
with and determines states’ international behaviour, the book will be of interest to all scholars and
students of history, politics, international relations, security studies, military history, war studies,
peace studies, confl ict, democracy, and global governance.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: International and Regional Security
Benjamin Miller, 2016-11-10 This volume is a collection of the best essays of Professor Benjamin
Miller on the subjects of international and regional security. The book analyses the
interrelationships between international politics and regional and national security, with a special
focus on the sources of international conflict and collaboration and the causes of war and peace.
More specifically, it explains the sources of intended and unintended great-power conflict and
collaboration. The book also accounts for the sources of regional war and peace by developing the
concept of the state-to-nation balance. Thus the volume is able to explain the variations in the
outcomes of great power interventions and the differences in the level and type of war and peace in



different eras and various parts of the world. For example, the book’s model can account for recent
outcomes such as the effects of the 2003 American intervention in Iraq, the post-2011 Arab Spring
and the conflicts between Russia and Ukraine. The book also provides a model for explaining the
changes in American grand strategy with a special focus on accounting for the causes of the invasion
of Iraq in 2003. Finally, the book addresses the debate on the future of war and peace in the 21st
century. This book will be essential reading for students of international security, regional security,
Middle Eastern politics, foreign policy and IR.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Realism in International
Relations: The Making of a Disarrayed Tradition Mehmet Tabak, 2025-03-05 According to a
pervasive view in the discipline of International Relations (IR): a) realism is a historical tradition,
stretching all the way back to Thucydides; b) despite the important theoretical differences among
themselves, realists uphold the same set of core beliefs about the workings of international politics.
Together, these two claims amount to the perspective that realism is a sui generis scholarly tradition
with ancient origins. The author critiques both aspects of this view by illustrating that realism is
both a relatively recent tradition and a disarrayed one. He shows that the realist tradition entails
conscious membership and participation in a common “realist” discourse that has produced
fundamentally different, even opposing, methodologies and theories about the same or related
phenomena in international politics. In illustrating this argument, the author critically explores a
variety of seminal statements of, and debates about, realism. This exploration reveals that the
conceptual and theoretical shortcomings of the major statements of realism significantly explain why
realism evolved as a disarrayed tradition. Overall, this book makes an important contribution to the
understanding of realism in particular and IR in general. The comprehensive and critical analysis of
many facets of realism this book offers also yields many didactic elements.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: China's "New" Diplomacy P. Kerr, S.
Harris, Q. Yaqing, 2016-04-30 Bringing together Chinese and Western scholars of diplomacy, this
book highlights the view that China's 'new' diplomacy is an instrument of foreign policy, a socialising
process that fosters both positive and negative change and an important indicator of China's future
role.

john mearsheimer the tragedy of great power politics: Survival Taylor & Francis Group,
2002-02-15
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