imitation of christ thomas a kempis

Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis: A Timeless Guide to Spiritual Devotion

imitation of christ thomas a kempis is more than just a phrase; it represents one of the most
influential Christian devotional works ever written. This spiritual classic, penned in the early 15th
century by the German-Dutch monk Thomas a Kempis, continues to inspire readers around the world
with its profound insights into humility, piety, and the pursuit of a Christ-centered life. Whether
you're exploring Christian literature for the first time or seeking a deeper connection with your faith,
understanding the essence of the Imitation of Christ provides invaluable guidance.

The Historical Context of Imitation of Christ Thomas a
Kempis

The Imitation of Christ was written during a time of great religious and social upheaval in Europe.
Thomas a Kempis, a member of the Devotio Moderna movement, sought to renew Christian
spirituality by emphasizing personal devotion and inner transformation rather than external rituals.
His work reflects this shift, encouraging believers to cultivate an intimate relationship with Jesus
Christ.

Unlike many theological treatises of his time, the book’s language is simple yet powerful, making its
spiritual lessons accessible across centuries. It was originally written in Latin, but its translation into
numerous languages helped spread its influence far beyond monastic walls.

About Thomas a Kempis

Thomas a Kempis was born around 1380 in Kempen, a town in present-day Germany. He joined the
Augustinian Canons and spent much of his life at the monastery of Mount St. Agnes in Zwolle, the
Netherlands. His deep commitment to the principles of humility, obedience, and quiet contemplation
shaped his writing and his legacy.

He was not a theologian in the traditional academic sense, but rather a humble monk whose writings
emerged from personal experience and spiritual reflection. This authentic voice resonates with
readers who seek practical wisdom rather than abstract doctrine.

Core Themes of Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis

At the heart of the Imitation of Christ are themes that remain relevant to modern readers:
surrendering ego, embracing simplicity, and seeking God’s presence in everyday life. The book is
structured into four books, each addressing different aspects of spiritual growth.



Humility and Self-Denial

One of the most powerful messages in the Imitation of Christ is the call to humility. Thomas a
Kempis writes extensively about the dangers of pride and the necessity of self-denial as a path
toward spiritual maturity. He encourages readers to accept suffering and rejection as opportunities
to imitate Christ’s own humility and sacrifice.

This emphasis on humility is not about self-deprecation but about recognizing one’s dependence on
God. It invites believers to let go of worldly attachments and find true freedom in surrender.

Interior Life and Contemplation

Another major focus is the cultivation of the interior life. Thomas a Kempis urges readers to
withdraw from distractions and cultivate silence, prayer, and meditation. The Imitation of Christ
encourages a deep, personal dialogue with God, helping readers discover peace amid the chaos of
daily life.

This inward journey is presented as essential for anyone wishing to live authentically according to
Christian values. The author suggests that true wisdom and strength come from this communion
with God.

The Example of Jesus

The entire book is grounded in the example of Jesus Christ, whom Thomas a Kempis holds up as the
perfect model for human behavior and spiritual devotion. The title itself, “Imitation of Christ,”
reflects the core principle that believers should strive to reflect Christ’s love, patience, and
obedience in their own lives.

This imitation is not mere mimicry but a transformation of the heart, aligning one’s will with God'’s.

Why Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis Remains
Relevant Today

Despite being written over 600 years ago, the Imitation of Christ speaks with surprising clarity to
contemporary spiritual seekers. In a world often dominated by materialism, busyness, and
superficial connections, Thomas a Kempis’ call to simplicity, humility, and devotion offers a
refreshing antidote.

Practical Spirituality for Daily Life

One reason the Imitation of Christ endures is its practical approach to spirituality. It does not
require readers to adopt complex rituals or theological knowledge but invites them to start where



they are—with honest reflection, prayer, and a desire to grow.

This accessibility makes it an excellent resource for anyone looking to deepen their faith without
feeling overwhelmed.

Encouragement in Times of Struggle

The book’s honest acknowledgment of human weakness and suffering provides comfort to those
facing life’s challenges. Thomas a Kempis acknowledges that the path of discipleship is not easy but
encourages perseverance by keeping one’s eyes fixed on Christ.

This message resonates with readers dealing with doubt, loss, or spiritual dryness, reminding them
that these struggles can become avenues for growth.

Influence on Christian Thought and Practice

Throughout history, many notable figures have been influenced by the Imitation of Christ, including
saints, theologians, and writers. Its impact extends beyond Catholicism, reaching Protestant and
Orthodox traditions as well. The book’s emphasis on personal devotion helped shape the
development of Christian mysticism and devotional literature.

Reading and Applying the Imitation of Christ Thomas a
Kempis

Approaching the Imitation of Christ can be a transformative experience, but it’s helpful to consider
how best to engage with the text for maximum benefit.

Tips for Reading

¢ Read Slowly and Reflectively: The book’s wisdom is best absorbed when read
contemplatively, allowing time to meditate on each passage.

e Use a Good Translation: Some versions preserve the poetic simplicity better than others, so
choose a translation that resonates with your style.

¢ Journal Your Thoughts: Writing down reflections or prayers inspired by the reading can
deepen understanding and application.

¢ Read in Small Portions: Instead of rushing through, read a chapter or even a few
paragraphs at a time to fully digest the insights.



Applying Its Lessons

The true value of the Imitation of Christ lies in putting its teachings into practice. Start by examining
areas in your life where pride or attachment may be hindering your spiritual growth. Incorporate
moments of silence and prayer into your daily routine, seeking to foster a deeper connection with
God.

Remember, the goal is not perfection but persistent effort to align your life more closely with
Christ’s example.

Modern Resources and Adaptations

For those interested in exploring the Imitation of Christ further, many modern editions include
helpful commentaries and study guides. Audio versions and apps also make it easier to engage with
the text in today’s fast-paced world.

Additionally, numerous blogs, podcasts, and online communities discuss Thomas a Kempis’
teachings, offering fresh perspectives and support for those on the spiritual journey.

Whether you encounter the Imitation of Christ as a source of personal inspiration or a historical
masterpiece of Christian devotion, its timeless wisdom continues to nurture hearts seeking a life
rooted in faith, humility, and love. Thomas a Kempis’ gentle guidance invites readers of all
backgrounds to slow down, look inward, and discover the transformative power of truly imitating
Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Imitation of Christ' by Thomas a Kempis about?

'The Imitation of Christ' is a Christian devotional book that focuses on the spiritual life and the
importance of imitating the humility and piety of Jesus Christ. It encourages readers to seek inner
peace through faith, prayer, and self-discipline.

Who was Thomas a Kempis, the author of 'The Imitation of
Christ'?
Thomas a Kempis was a German-Dutch canon regular and a late medieval Christian devotional

writer born in the late 14th century. He is best known for writing '"The Imitation of Christ,' which
remains one of the most widely read Christian books.



Why is 'The Imitation of Christ' considered a classic in
Christian literature?

'The Imitation of Christ' is considered a classic because of its profound spiritual insights, timeless
advice on humility and devotion, and its influence on Christian spirituality across centuries. It has
been translated into many languages and remains popular among believers worldwide.

What are the main themes in 'The Imitation of Christ'?

The main themes include humility, the transient nature of worldly things, the importance of inner
peace through God, self-denial, and the imitation of Jesus Christ's life and virtues.

How has 'The Imitation of Christ' influenced modern Christian
thought?

‘The Imitation of Christ' has influenced modern Christian thought by emphasizing personal devotion,
interior spirituality, and the importance of living a Christ-like life, which has shaped various
Christian movements and contemplative practices.

Is 'The Imitation of Christ' suitable for contemporary readers?

Yes, 'The Imitation of Christ' remains relevant for contemporary readers seeking spiritual growth, as
its messages about humility, faith, and inner peace transcend historical contexts and offer guidance
for modern Christian life.

Where can one find a reliable translation of 'The Imitation of
Christ' by Thomas a Kempis?

Reliable translations of 'The Imitation of Christ' can be found from publishers like Penguin Classics
and Christian Heritage Publishers. Many versions are also freely available online through reputable
sites such as Project Gutenberg and Christian literature archives.

Additional Resources

Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis: A Timeless Spiritual Masterpiece

imitation of christ thomas a kempis stands as one of the most influential Christian devotional
texts in history, renowned for its profound spiritual guidance and enduring relevance. Authored in
the early 15th century by the German-Dutch canon Thomas a Kempis, this work transcends time and
religious boundaries, offering a pathway to inner peace and humility through the imitation of Jesus
Christ. Its impact on Christian spirituality and literature is unparalleled, and exploring its themes,
historical context, and modern-day significance reveals why it continues to resonate with readers
worldwide.



Historical Context and Authorship

The "Imitation of Christ" was composed during a period marked by religious turmoil and a growing
desire for personal piety in late medieval Europe. Thomas a Kempis, a member of the Brethren of
the Common Life, wrote the book as a spiritual manual for monks and laypeople alike. Unlike the
theological treatises of his time, the text emphasizes practical devotion over scholastic debate,
aiming to cultivate a direct, personal relationship with Christ.

While some debates about the precise authorship and dating of the book persist, the consensus
credits Thomas a Kempis with its creation around 1418-1427. The manuscript circulated widely in
manuscript form before its first printed edition in 1471, quickly becoming one of the most translated
and widely read Christian works after the Bible.

Core Themes and Spiritual Insights

At its heart, the "Imitation of Christ" offers a roadmap for Christian living centered on humility,
simplicity, and self-denial. Thomas a Kempis advocates for an inward focus, encouraging believers to
detach from worldly vanities and distractions to cultivate an intimate union with God.

Humility and Self-Examination

One of the book’s dominant themes is humility, presented as the foundation of true spiritual life.
Thomas a Kempis writes extensively about the necessity of recognizing one's weaknesses and sins to
grow closer to Christ. This emphasis on self-examination invites readers to a continuous process of
introspection, fostering spiritual growth through acknowledgment of personal shortcomings.

Detachment from Worldly Desires

The text repeatedly warns against the dangers of attachment to material wealth, fame, and sensual
pleasures. Thomas a Kempis urges followers to seek contentment in spiritual riches rather than
transient earthly goods. This call for detachment aligns with the broader medieval Christian ascetic
tradition but distinguishes itself through its accessible, compassionate tone.

Imitation as a Path to Sanctity

The central motif—the imitation of Christ—encapsulates the idea that sanctity is achievable not
through extraordinary feats but through simple, faithful following of Jesus’s example in daily life.
The book outlines practical steps to emulate Christ’s humility, obedience, and love, reinforcing the
belief that spiritual perfection lies in everyday acts of devotion.



Structure and Literary Style

The "Imitation of Christ" is divided into four books, each addressing different facets of spiritual life:

1. Admonitions Useful for a Spiritual Life - Focuses on inward devotion and the rejection of
worldly distractions.

2. Admonitions Concerning Interior Consolation - Explores the nature of true consolation
and the importance of relying on God’s grace.

3. On Interior Joy - Discusses the joy that arises from a soul united with God, surpassing
external circumstances.

4. On the Sacrament of the Altar - Reflects on the Eucharist as the source of spiritual
nourishment and strength.

Thomas a Kempis’s writing is characterized by its simplicity and clarity. The language is direct yet
poetic, designed to stir the reader’s heart rather than merely instruct the intellect. This style has
contributed to the book’s wide appeal, making complex spiritual concepts accessible to a broad
audience.

Comparative Influence and Legacy

The "Imitation of Christ" holds a unique place among Christian devotional literature, often compared
to the Bible in terms of its spiritual impact. Unlike biblical scripture, which encompasses diverse
genres and messages, Thomas a Kempis’s work is singularly focused on practical spirituality and
interior transformation.

Comparison with Other Devotional Works

When compared to contemporaneous texts such as "The Cloud of Unknowing" or later works like St.
Teresa of Avila’s "Interior Castle," the "Imitation of Christ" is noted for its pragmatic approach.
While mystical writings often delve into complex theological experiences, Thomas a Kempis offers a
straightforward guide aimed at everyday believers seeking to deepen their faith.

Global Reach and Translations

Over the centuries, the "Imitation of Christ" has been translated into nearly every major language,
reflecting its universal appeal. Its influence extends beyond Catholicism, impacting Protestant
spirituality and even secular philosophical thought on humility and self-discipline. Estimates suggest
that it is one of the most printed books after the Bible, a testament to its enduring significance.



Modern-Day Relevance and Critiques

In today’s fast-paced, materialistic society, the messages conveyed in the "Imitation of Christ" find
renewed relevance. The calls for simplicity, humility, and interior peace resonate with contemporary
readers seeking respite from the pressures of modern life.

Benefits of Engaging with the Text

- Encourages mindfulness and self-awareness through regular self-examination.
- Provides a framework for ethical living grounded in compassion and modesty.
- Offers spiritual comfort in times of distress by emphasizing reliance on God’s grace.

Criticisms and Limitations

However, some modern critics argue that the book’s ascetic tone may seem overly rigid or
unrealistic for contemporary lifestyles. The emphasis on withdrawal from worldly affairs can be
interpreted as disengagement rather than active social responsibility. Additionally, its medieval
context sometimes renders certain expressions or metaphors less accessible to modern readers
without supplementary interpretation.

Incorporating the Imitation of Christ into Personal
Practice

For those interested in integrating the teachings of Thomas a Kempis into daily life, the "Imitation of
Christ" offers practical advice that transcends centuries:

Daily Reflection: Setting aside time each day to meditate on passages encourages deeper
self-understanding and spiritual growth.

Practicing Humility: Adopting a humble mindset in interactions fosters empathy and reduces
conflict.

Detachment Exercises: Consciously limiting attachment to material possessions can enhance
contentment and reduce anxiety.

Embracing Simplicity: Living simply aligns with the book’s call to focus on spiritual rather
than material wealth.

Engaging with the text through study groups, guided readings, or spiritual direction can also deepen
one’s appreciation and application of its teachings.



The "Imitation of Christ" by Thomas a Kempis continues to offer a compelling invitation to spiritual
transformation. Its call to follow Christ’s example with humility and devotion remains a beacon for
those seeking meaning beyond the ephemeral aspects of life. As society evolves, the timeless wisdom
embedded in this classic work endures, challenging and inspiring countless individuals toward a
more reflective and faithful existence.

Imitation Of Christ Thomas A Kempis

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas A. Kempis,
2007-03-01 Written in Latin in the early 15th century, The Imitation of Christ is perhaps second only
to the Bible in importance in Christian thought. Thomas Hemerken, aka THOMAS KEMPIS
(1380-1471), was a Christian monk and mystic from Kempen, Germany, and he intended this
patchwork of medieval mysticism for the most sincere and dedicated of believers-monks, nuns-but
lay Christians find wisdom in his encouragement and teaching of a direct path to a relationship with
God. Readers of Christian theology and students of medieval literature alike will be fascinated by
this work, one of the most powerful influences on modern spirituality and philosophy.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, 2009-12
THE IMITATION OF CHRIST.... A cornerstone book in our rich Christian literary heritage. Audio
Excerpts Download Color timeline Detailed index Author biography Illustrations Study guide
Sensitively revised in modern English One of an expanding collection Thomas Kempis leads the
honest seeker as deeply into the inward life with Christ as it is possible for a human being to go,
allowing the reader to draw away from the noise and clamor of the everyday world to personally
experience Jesus' promise: ''Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you" (John 14:27). It took
Thomas a Kempis seven years to write this book by hand over five centuries ago. Since then, The
Imitation of Christ has been translated into more languages than any other book except the Bible,
and is acclaimed by people of all faiths to be one of the greatest spiritual books ever written. This
Christian masterpiece is sensitively revised, contains more than 1,000 scriptural references and
notes, and features a section of devotional meditations.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas (a Kempis), 1888

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Tomas de Kempis, 2025-08-08
The Imitation of Christ is a profound meditation on the inner life, spiritual discipline, and the pursuit
of union with God. Thomas a Kempis presents a timeless guide for personal transformation, rooted in
humility, self-denial, and the rejection of worldly vanities. Through its simple yet deeply resonant
prose, the work invites readers to turn inward, cultivating a life centered on Christ's example and
the eternal truths of the Gospel. Since its composition in the early 15th century, The Imitation of
Christ has been revered as one of the most influential devotional works in Christian literature. Its
direct, unadorned counsel speaks across centuries, addressing the universal struggles of faith, the
temptations of pride, and the necessity of perseverance in the spiritual journey. The text's intimate
voice and practical wisdom have inspired saints, scholars, and ordinary believers alike. The book's
enduring relevance lies in its ability to confront the restlessness of the human heart with a call to
simplicity, obedience, and love of God above all else. By emphasizing the interior over the exterior,
and eternal values over transient desires, The Imitation of Christ remains a living guide for those
seeking spiritual depth and a life aligned with divine will.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas (a Kempis), Robert
Jeffery, Max Von Habsburg, 2013 'A humble peasant, who serves God, is more pleasing to God than
a conceited intellectual, who knows the course of the stars, but ignores the things of the spirit.' One
of the most influential and well-loved books of Christianity, The Imitation of Christ is a passionate
celebration of God's love, mercy and holiness, which has stimulated religious devotion for over five



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/imitation-of-christ-thomas-a-kempis.pdf

hundred years. With great personal conviction and deep humanity, Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)
demonstrates the individual's reliance on God and on the words of Christ, and the futility of a life
without faith, as well as exploring the ideas such as humility, compassion, patience and tolerance.
Thomas spent some seventy years of his life in the reclusive environment of monasteries, yet in this
astonishing work he demonstrates an encompassing understanding of human nature, while his
writing speaks to readers of every age and every nation. Robert Jeffery's new translation fully
conveys the unadorned simplicity and direct tone of Thomas's original work, while a new
introduction by Max Von Habsburg discusses XXX. This edition also includes a chronology and
further reading. Translated with notes by Robert Jeffery With an introduction by Max Von Habsburg

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Of the imitation of Christ, four books, by Thomas a
Kempis , 1878

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, Aeterna
Press, The treatise “Of the Imitation of Christ” appears to have been originally written in Latin early
in the fifteenth century. Its exact date and its authorship are still a matter of debate. Manuscripts of
the Latin version survive in considerable numbers all over Western Europe, and they, with the vast
list of translations and of printed editions, testify to its almost unparalleled popularity. One scribe
attributes it to St. Bernard of Clairvaux; but the fact that it contains a quotation from St. Francis of
Assisi, who was born thirty years after the death of St. Bernard, disposes of this theory. In England
there exist many manuscripts of the first three books, called “Musica Ecclesiastica,” frequently
ascribed to the English mystic Walter Hilton. Aeterna Press

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Of the Imitation of Christ, in four books. By Thomas a
Kempis , 1866

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas Kempis, 2017-02-06
The Imitation of Christ by Thomas € Kempis is a Christian devotional book. It was first composed in
Latin ca.1418-1427. It is a handbook for spiritual life arising from the Devotio Moderna movement,
of which Kempis was a member. The Imitation is perhaps the most widely read devotional work next
to the Bible, and is regarded as a devotional and religious classic. Its popularity was immediate, and
it was printed 745 times before 1650. Apart from the Bible, no book has been translated into more
languages than the Imitation of Christ. The text is divided into four books, which provide detailed
spiritual instructions: Helpful Counsels of the Spiritual Life, Directives for the Interior Life, On
Interior Consolation and On the Blessed Sacrament. The approach taken in the Imitation is
characterized by its emphasis on the interior life and withdrawal from the world, as opposed to an
active imitation of Christ by other friars. The book places a high level of emphasis on the devotion to
the Eucharist as key element of spiritual life.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Kempis Thomas, 2024-12-25 The
Imitation of Christ, a spiritual classic by Thomas a Kempis, offers profound insights into the
Christian faith and the path to personal holiness. Written in the 15th century, this devotional work
emphasizes the inner life, urging readers to focus on humility, simplicity, and the imitation of
Christ's virtues. It is structured as a series of reflections and prayers, designed to guide believers in
their spiritual journey and to inspire a deeper relationship with God. Through its meditative style,
The Imitation of Christ addresses the challenges of living a devout Christian life amidst the
distractions of the world. Kempis speaks to the heart of the reader, inviting them to seek comfort in
Christ alone and to resist the temptations of vanity, pride, and materialism. His teachings emphasize
the importance of self-discipline, inner peace, and surrendering one’s will to God. Throughout the
text, the central themes of humility, devotion, and faith shine. Kempis encourages believers to
emulate the life of Christ—not merely in outward acts, but in the inner transformation of the heart.
His timeless wisdom provides solace and strength, teaching that true fulfillment is found in aligning
one's life with God's will, rather than seeking worldly success or comfort. The Imitation of Christ
remains one of the most widely read spiritual books in Christian literature. Its influence on both
Catholic and Protestant spirituality cannot be overstated. The teachings found in its pages are as
relevant today as when they were first penned, offering spiritual guidance and a blueprint for living




a life of piety and devotion. For those seeking spiritual growth, deep reflection, and a closer
relationship with Christ, The Imitation of Christ is an invaluable resource. Its meditative insights and
practical advice on living a Christ-centered life make it an essential read for anyone on a journey of
faith.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Of the Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, 2005-04-01
As Thomas a Kempis, a serene and devoted man of God, walked in the Lord’s presence, he
discovered priceless steps to becoming more like Christ every day. In Of the Imitation of Christ,
which has been translated into more languages than any other book except the Bible, the author
presents timeless principles for living the Christian life, including how to: Hear God’s voice Turn
adversity to good Overcome temptation Have perfect love Find lasting peace As you read this great
Christian classic, you will join the millions of believers who have been inspired to become imitators
of Christ.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ a Kempis Thomas, William
Benham, 2014-09-08 Catholic Devotional Books The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis
Translated by Rev. William Benham The Imitation of Christ (Latin: De Imitatione Christi) by Thomas
a Kempis is a Catholic devotional book. It was first composed in Latin ca.1418-1427. It is a handbook
for spiritual life arising from the Devotio Moderna movement, of which Kempis was a member. The
Imitation is perhaps the most widely read devotional work next to the Bible, and is regarded as a
devotional and religious classic. Apart from the Bible, no book has been translated into more
languages than the Imitation of Christ. The text is divided into four books, which provide detailed
spiritual instructions: Helpful Counsels of the Spiritual Life, Directives for the Interior Life, On
Interior Consolation and On the Blessed Sacrament. The approach taken in the Imitation is
characterized by its emphasis on the interior life and withdrawal from the world, as opposed to an
active imitation of Christ by other friars. The book places a high level of emphasis on the devotion to
the Eucharist as key element of spiritual life.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Of the imitation of Christ; four books, by Thomas a
Kempis Thomas Keble, 1869

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, 2014-09-15 It is
difficult to imagine that something written in the early 15th century could still have any import or
agency today, but The Imitation of Christ, composed by Thomas a Kempis in the first half of the
1400s, has attained widespread publication and translation and is still considered required reading
for devout Christians. What sets it apart from other works of that age is the approach taken by
Kempis in how the reader should emulate his Christ; instead of going out and living as Christ lived,
Kempis instructs that isolation and a withdrawn existence provides the necessary environment for
contemplation and imitation.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ a Kempis Thomas, 2013-01
This book is part of the TREDITION CLASSICS. It contains classical literature works from over two
thousand years. Most of these titles have been out of print and off the bookstore shelves for decades.
The book series is intended to preserve the cultural legacy and to promote the timeless works of
classical literature. Readers of a TREDITION CLASSICS book support the mission to save many of
the amazing works of world literature from oblivion. With this series, tredition intends to make
thousands of international literature classics available in printed format again - worldwide.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Of the Imitation of Christ Thomas A. Kempis, 2014-03
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1800's Edition.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, 2017-08-11
What would Jesus do? That’s the primary question Thomas a Kempis answers in his universally
acclaimed work, The Imitation of Christ. In 114 short chapters organized into four simple parts, this
handbook on the spiritual life offers guidance on dozens of topics such as resisting temptation,
avoiding hasty judgments, putting up with others’ faults, remembering God’s many blessings,
self-surrender, minding our own business, and performing humble works. William Creasy succeeds
in creating a dramatically different interpretation of The Imitation of Christ by working through its



historical, cultural, and linguistic contexts. This book inspired the likes of St. Thomas More, St.
Ignatius of Loyola, Thérese of Lisieux, Dorothy Day, and Thomas Merton. Along with such classics as
Augustine’s Confessions, Teresa of Avila’s Interior Castle, and Ignatius’s Spiritual Exercises, The
Imitation of Christ continues to confront each generation of readers with the perennial truths of the
Gospel.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, 2018-07-03
The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis and translated by Rev. William Benham. The Imitation
of Christ by Thomas a Kempis is a Christian devotional book. It was first composed in Latin ca.
1418-1427. It is a handbook for spiritual life arising from the Devotio Moderna movement, of which
Kempis was a member. The Imitation is perhaps the most widely read Christian devotional work next
to the Bible, and is regarded as a devotional and religious classic. Its popularity was immediate, and
it was printed 745 times before 1650. Apart from the Bible, no book had been translated into more
languages than the Imitation of Christ at the time. The text is divided into four books, which provide
detailed spiritual instructions: Helpful Counsels of the Spiritual Life, Directives for the Interior Life,
On Interior Consolation and On the Blessed Sacrament. The treatise Of the Imitation of Christ
appears to have been originally written in Latin early in the fifteenth century. Its exact date and its
authorship are still a matter of debate. Manuscripts of the Latin version survive in considerable
numbers all over Western Europe, and they, with the vast list of translations and of printed editions,
testify to its almost unparalleled popularity. One scribe attributes it to St. Bernard of Clairvaux; but
the fact that it contains a quotation from St. Francis of Assisi, who was born thirty years after the
death of St. Bernard, disposes of this theory. In England there exist many manuscripts of the first
three books, called Musica Ecclesiastica, frequently ascribed to the English mystic Walter Hilton.
But Hilton seems to have died in 1395, and there is no evidence of the existence of the work before
1400. Many manuscripts scattered throughout Europe ascribe the book to Jean le Charlier de
Gerson, the great Chancellor of the University of Paris, who was a leading figure in the Church in
the earlier part of the fifteenth century. The most probable author, however, especially when the
internal evidence is considered, is Thomas Haemmerlein, known also as Thomas a Kempis, from his
native town of Kempen, near the Rhine, about forty miles north of Cologne. Haemmerlein, who was
born in 1379 or 1380, was a member of the order of the Brothers of Common Life, and spent the last
seventy years of his life at Mount St. Agnes, a monastery of Augustinian canons in the diocese of
Utrecht. Here he died on July 26, 1471, after an uneventful life spent in copying manuscripts,
reading, and composing, and in the peaceful routine of monastic piety.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: The Imitation of Christ Thomas Thomas Kempis,
2016-06-10 Why buy our paperbacks? Unabridged (100% Original content) Printed in USA on High
Quality Paper 30 Days Money Back Guarantee Standard Font size of 10 for all books Fulfilled by
Amazon Expedited shipping BEWARE OF LOW-QUALITY SELLERS Don't buy cheap paperbacks just
to save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily.
Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their
books completely unreadable. About The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis The Imitation of
Christ (Latin: De Imitatione Christi) by Thomas a Kempis is a Christian devotional book. It was first
composed in Latin ca.1418-1427. It is a handbook for spiritual life arising from the Devotio Moderna
movement, of which Kempis was a member. The Imitation is perhaps the most widely read
devotional work next to the Bible and is regarded as a devotional and religious classic. Its popularity
was immediate, and it was printed 745 times before 1650. Apart from the Bible, no book has been
translated into more languages than the Imitation of Christ. The text is divided into four books,
which provide detailed spiritual instructions: Helpful Counsels of the Spiritual Life, Directives for
the Interior Life, On Interior Consolation and On the Blessed Sacrament. The approach taken in the
Imitation is characterized by its emphasis on the interior life and withdrawal from the world, as
opposed to an active imitation of Christ by other friars. The book places a high level of emphasis on
the devotion to the Eucharist as key element of spiritual life.

imitation of christ thomas a kempis: Imitation of Christ Thomas a Kempis, a Kempis



Thomas, 1993 The Imitation of Christ from Catholic Book Publishing is a beautiful new edition of the
original, deeply spiritual book by Thomas Kempis. In this revised, easy-to-read, prayer book size
book, readers will experience the peace and wisdom that has comforted Catholics from around the
world. The Imitation of Christ shows how to better live the life of a Christian by closely following
Christ\'s example. This lovely maroon cloth-covered book also presents sections on the Rosary and
the Stations of the Cross illustrated in full color. The Imitation of Christ will bless all who want to
respond to the call to follow Jesus.
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