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How Much Does the Morning After Pill Cost? Understanding Your Options

how much does the morning after pill cost is a question many people ask when faced with the
need for emergency contraception. It’s an important consideration, especially since the morning after
pill is often a time-sensitive solution to prevent unwanted pregnancy after unprotected sex or
contraceptive failure. Prices can vary widely depending on where you live, the type of pill you choose,
and whether you have insurance coverage. Let’s dive into the details to give you a clear picture of
what to expect when it comes to the cost of this essential medication.

What Is the Morning After Pill?

Before exploring the costs, it helps to understand what the morning after pill actually is. The morning
after pill is a form of emergency contraception designed to reduce the risk of pregnancy after
unprotected intercourse. It works primarily by delaying ovulation, and in some cases, by preventing
fertilization or implantation. There are two main types available:

Levonorgestrel-Based Pills

These are the most common and include brands like Plan B One-Step and its generics. They are
usually effective if taken within 72 hours after unprotected sex, but the sooner, the better.

Ulipristal Acetate Pills

Sold under the brand name Ella, ulipristal acetate is prescription-only in many countries and can be
effective up to 120 hours (5 days) after unprotected intercourse. It tends to be more expensive but is
often preferred for its longer window of effectiveness.

Factors Influencing How Much the Morning After Pill
Costs

There isn’t a one-size-fits-all answer to how much the morning after pill costs because several factors
come into play.

Type of Morning After Pill

As mentioned, levonorgestrel pills are usually cheaper, ranging anywhere from $30 to $50. Ulipristal
acetate pills, on the other hand, can cost between $50 and $70 or more due to their advanced



formulation and prescription status.

Where You Purchase the Pill

The cost varies significantly depending on whether you buy it at a pharmacy, through a healthcare
provider, or at a family planning clinic. Pharmacies often charge retail prices, while clinics or health
centers might offer it at a discounted rate or even free of charge, depending on your eligibility.

Insurance and Health Coverage

Many insurance plans in the U.S. cover the cost of emergency contraception, especially since the
Affordable Care Act mandates coverage for contraceptives. If you have insurance, your out-of-pocket
expense may be minimal or nothing at all. However, coverage varies by plan and country, so checking
with your provider is vital.

Geographical Location and Availability

In some countries, the morning after pill is available over the counter without a prescription, which
affects pricing and accessibility. In others, you might need a doctor’s prescription, adding consultation
fees to the overall cost. Additionally, prices can vary between urban and rural areas or between
different pharmacies.

Typical Price Ranges for the Morning After Pill

To give you a clearer idea, here is a general breakdown of what you might expect to pay in the United
States:

Levonorgestrel Pills: $35 to $50 for over-the-counter brands and generics.

Ulipristal Acetate (Ella): $50 to $70 or higher, usually requiring a prescription.

Clinic or Planned Parenthood: Often free or low-cost, depending on income and insurance.

Online Pharmacies: Prices vary; some offer competitive rates but beware of counterfeit
products.

If you’re outside the U.S., prices might be lower or higher depending on local regulations, subsidies,
and healthcare systems.



Ways to Save Money on Emergency Contraception

Not everyone has the budget to spend $50 or more on emergency contraception, so here are some
tips to reduce the cost:

Check for Insurance Coverage

If you have health insurance, contact your provider to verify whether emergency contraception is
covered and how to use your benefits to minimize costs.

Visit Family Planning Clinics

Organizations such as Planned Parenthood or local health departments often provide morning after
pills at free or reduced prices. Some clinics also offer sliding scale fees based on your income.

Consider Generic Versions

Generic levonorgestrel pills are just as effective as brand names but usually come at a fraction of the
cost. Ask your pharmacist about generic options.

Use Discount Cards or Coupons

Some pharmacies and online platforms offer discount cards or printable coupons that can significantly
reduce the price.

Buy in Advance

If you anticipate needing emergency contraception, purchasing a pack in advance can sometimes
save you money and reduce stress during an emergency.

Understanding What Influences the Price Beyond the
Pill

Sometimes, the cost of the morning after pill isn’t just about the medication itself. Here are other
factors that can add to the expense:

Doctor’s Consultation: If a prescription is required, you may need to pay for a doctor’s visit



unless you have insurance or access to low-cost clinics.

Pharmacy Fees: Some pharmacies add a dispensing fee on top of the medication cost.

Shipping Costs: Ordering online can save time but might include shipping charges.

Knowing these potential additional costs can help you budget accordingly and avoid surprises when
you go to get the pill.

Why Price Shouldn’t Delay Access to Emergency
Contraception

While cost is an important consideration, it’s crucial to remember that the effectiveness of the
morning after pill diminishes the longer you wait to take it. The sooner you take it after unprotected
sex, the better your chances of preventing an unwanted pregnancy. If cost is a barrier, many
communities have resources designed to help.

Many health centers, non-profits, and government programs recognize the importance of timely
access and provide emergency contraception at reduced prices or for free. Don’t hesitate to reach out
to local clinics or hotlines for assistance if you’re concerned about affordability.

Alternatives to the Morning After Pill and Their Costs

If you find that the morning after pill is too expensive or unavailable, there are other emergency
contraception methods to consider:

Copper IUD (Intrauterine Device)

Though not a “pill,” the copper IUD can be inserted up to five days after unprotected sex and is highly
effective at preventing pregnancy. The upfront cost is higher, often several hundred dollars, but it
offers long-term contraception for years afterward, making it cost-effective in the long run. Some
clinics provide it at reduced rates.

Regular Contraceptive Methods

Investing in reliable, ongoing contraception can reduce the need for emergency pills. Options include
birth control pills, implants, patches, or rings. Many insurance plans cover these methods, sometimes
at no cost.



Final Thoughts on How Much Does the Morning After
Pill Cost

Understanding the cost of the morning after pill can empower you to make informed decisions when
you need emergency contraception. Prices vary depending on the type of pill, where you buy it,
insurance coverage, and your location. While the price can sometimes seem high, there are numerous
ways to access it affordably or even for free.

If you ever find yourself in a situation where you need the morning after pill, don’t let cost or
confusion delay you. Contact local health services, pharmacies, or trusted organizations to find out
the best options available to you. After all, timely access is key to effectiveness, and knowing your
options can make all the difference.

Frequently Asked Questions

How much does the morning after pill typically cost in the US?
The morning after pill usually costs between $35 and $60 in the US, depending on the brand and
pharmacy.

Are there any free or low-cost options for the morning after
pill?
Yes, some clinics and health centers offer the morning after pill for free or at a reduced cost,
especially for those with low income or no insurance.

Does insurance usually cover the cost of the morning after
pill?
Many insurance plans cover the morning after pill, but coverage can vary. It's best to check with your
insurance provider for specific details.

Can I get the morning after pill over the counter, and will that
affect the price?
Yes, the morning after pill is available over the counter without a prescription, but buying it this way
might be more expensive than obtaining it through a clinic or with insurance.

Is there a price difference between brands of morning after
pills?
Yes, different brands like Plan B One-Step and generic versions can have varying prices, with generics
typically being more affordable.



Are there online options to purchase the morning after pill,
and how do their prices compare?
The morning after pill can be purchased online, sometimes at competitive prices, but additional
shipping fees and delivery times may apply.

Do prices for the morning after pill vary by location?
Yes, prices can vary based on geographic location, pharmacy pricing policies, and local regulations.

Is the morning after pill more affordable for younger
individuals or students?
Some programs and clinics offer discounts or free access to the morning after pill for students or
young people, but this depends on local policies and resources.

Additional Resources
How Much Does the Morning After Pill Cost? An In-Depth Review

how much does the morning after pill cost is a question that many individuals find themselves
asking, particularly when faced with an unplanned or emergency situation. As an essential option for
preventing unintended pregnancy after unprotected sex or contraceptive failure, understanding the
financial aspect of the morning after pill is crucial for accessibility and informed decision-making. This
article explores the cost dynamics of emergency contraception, highlighting factors that influence
pricing, variations across different brands and providers, and how insurance and government
programs affect out-of-pocket expenses.

Understanding the Morning After Pill and Its Pricing
Factors

The morning after pill, also known as emergency contraception, is a medication taken shortly after
unprotected intercourse to reduce the risk of pregnancy. There are primarily two types available in
the market: levonorgestrel-based pills (such as Plan B One-Step) and ulipristal acetate pills (such as
Ella). Each has distinct characteristics, effectiveness windows, and price points.

When investigating how much the morning after pill costs, several key factors come into play:

Type of medication: Levonorgestrel pills are generally less expensive than ulipristal acetate
options.

Brand vs. generic: Brand-name emergency contraceptives tend to cost more, whereas
generic versions offer more affordable alternatives.



Location and pharmacy: Prices can vary significantly depending on geographic region and
the pharmacy chain or independent drugstores.

Insurance coverage: Some insurance plans cover emergency contraception, while others do
not, affecting the actual cost to the consumer.

Access through clinics or government programs: Many public health clinics offer the
morning after pill at reduced cost or for free, improving affordability for low-income individuals.

Price Range of the Morning After Pill

On average, levonorgestrel-based emergency contraceptives cost between $35 and $50 without
insurance. For example, Plan B One-Step typically retails around $40 at major pharmacy chains.
Generic versions, such as Take Action or My Way, can be found for as low as $20 to $30.

Ulipristal acetate pills, like Ella, are usually more expensive, with prices ranging from $50 to $80. This
higher cost reflects its prescription-only status in many regions and its efficacy up to 120 hours (5
days) after intercourse, compared to levonorgestrel’s 72-hour window.

How Insurance and Subsidies Affect the Cost

Insurance Coverage and Out-of-Pocket Expenses

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) mandates most insurance plans to cover FDA-approved contraceptive
methods, including emergency contraception, without copays. However, coverage can vary based on
the insurer, plan specifics, and whether the medication is obtained over-the-counter or by
prescription.

For individuals with insurance, the morning after pill may be free or require only a nominal copay.
Those without insurance will likely face the full retail price, which can be a barrier for some users
seeking timely access.

Government and Community Health Programs

Public health clinics, such as Planned Parenthood and community health centers, often provide the
morning after pill at reduced cost or free, particularly to qualifying low-income individuals. Programs
funded by Title X or other government initiatives aim to improve access to emergency contraception
without financial hardship.

Additionally, some states have enacted policies to provide emergency contraception in school health
centers or pharmacies at no cost to patients, enhancing affordability and convenience.



Comparing Access and Cost: Pharmacy vs. Clinics

Purchasing the morning after pill from a retail pharmacy offers privacy and immediate availability but
often at higher prices. Pharmacies typically charge the full retail price, and while some accept
insurance, the over-the-counter status of levonorgestrel pills means insurance reimbursement is less
common.

In contrast, clinics and family planning centers may require an appointment but provide counseling
and the medication either for free or at a sliding scale fee based on income. This option may also
include access to ulipristal acetate, which requires a prescription.

Pros and Cons of Different Access Points

Pharmacy Purchases

Pros: Immediate access, privacy, no appointment needed

Cons: Potentially higher cost, limited insurance coverage, less counseling

Clinic Access

Pros: Reduced or no cost, professional guidance, access to prescription medications

Cons: Possible wait times, need for appointment, limited hours

Additional Cost Considerations: Beyond the Pill Price

When evaluating how much the morning after pill costs, it is important to consider hidden or
additional expenses. For ulipristal acetate pills, a prescription from a healthcare provider is
mandatory, which may entail a doctor’s visit fee or telehealth consultation charges if not covered by
insurance.

Furthermore, in some cases, users may require transportation to a pharmacy or clinic, which can add
to the total cost. Awareness of these factors is essential for comprehensive financial planning related
to emergency contraception.



Cost Trends and Future Outlook

Recent years have seen efforts to improve affordability and accessibility of emergency contraception,
including increased availability of generic options and expanded insurance coverage. Some states and
organizations advocate for making ulipristal acetate available over the counter, which could reduce
costs and increase timely access.

Technology-driven solutions, such as telemedicine consultations and online pharmacies, also
influence how much the morning after pill costs by offering competitive pricing and delivery options.

Summary of Key Takeaways on Cost and Access

Levonorgestrel-based morning after pills typically range from $20 to $50 when purchased over
the counter without insurance.

Ulipristal acetate pills cost more, often between $50 and $80, and require a prescription.

Insurance coverage, government programs, and clinic access can significantly reduce or
eliminate out-of-pocket expenses.

Price variations depend on location, pharmacy, brand, and access point (pharmacy vs. clinic).

Additional costs, such as medical visits or consultations, may apply, especially for prescription-
based emergency contraception.

Understanding these nuances allows individuals to make informed decisions about obtaining
emergency contraception quickly and affordably. As policies evolve and market options expand, the
hope is that cost will become less of a barrier, ensuring that everyone has timely access to this
important reproductive health option.

How Much Does The Morning After Pill Cost

  how much does the morning after pill cost: Sex, Sexuality, and the Constitution Shigenori
Matsui, 2023-05-01 Sex and sexuality are an integral part of human life and vital for the survival of
the human race, but sexual freedoms in many countries have yet to be enshrined as constitutional
rights. Focusing primarily on Japan, Sex, Sexuality, and the Constitution critically reconsiders the
relationship between individual sexual freedoms and a constitutionally entrenched right to sexual
autonomy. Shigenori Matsui explores the extent to which governments should be allowed to restrict
or influence sexual autonomy to support desired population policy outcomes. Should the constitution
encompass the following rights: an individual’s right to decide or change sexual or gender identity;
to have sex or to refuse to have sex; to have children, through natural birth or through access to
medically assisted reproduction; or to not have children, through access to abortion? This rigorously

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/how-much-does-the-morning-after-pill-cost.pdf


detailed legal analysis has implications for government policy in all countries facing similar
population and constitutional rights challenges.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: The New Harvard Guide to Women’s Health
Karen J. Carlson M.D., Stephanie A. Eisenstat M.D., Terra Ziporyn Ph.D., 2004-04-06 This exhaustive
resource offers information on everything from adolescent acne to menopause in the belief that
better-informed women can have better partnerships with their physicians.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: The New Harvard Guide to Women’s Health
Karen J. Carlson, Stephanie A. Eisenstat, Terra Diane Ziporyn, 2004-04-30 With complete
information on women's health concerns, physical and behavioral, this A-Z reference brings the
topics up-to-date for a new generation of readers.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Sexuality Counseling Christine Murray, Amber
Pope, Ben Willis, 2016-01-12 Providing a comprehensive, research- and theory-based approach to
sexuality counseling, Sexuality Counseling is grounded in an integrative, multi-level conceptual
framework that addresses the various levels at which individuals experience sexuality. At each level
(physiological, developmental, psychological, gender identity and sexual orientation, relational,
cultural/contextual, and positive sexuality), authors Christine Murray, Amber Pope, and Ben Willis
emphasize practical strategies for assessment and intervention. Interactive features, including case
studies, application exercises, ethics discussions, and guided reflection questions, help readers apply
and integrate the information as they develop the professional competency needed for effective
practice.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Sex and Reason Richard A. Posner, 2009-07-01
Sexual drives are rooted in biology, but we don’t act on them blindly. Indeed, as the eminently
readable judge and legal scholar Richard Posner shows, we make quite rational choices about sex,
based on the costs and benefits perceived. Drawing on the fields of biology, law, history, religion,
and economics, this sweeping study examines societies from ancient Greece to today’s Sweden and
issues from masturbation, incest taboos, date rape, and gay marriage to Baby M. The first
comprehensive approach to sexuality and its social controls, Posner’s rational choice theory
surprises, explains, predicts, and totally absorbs.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: The Encyclopedia of Sexually Transmitted
Diseases Jennifer Shoquist, Diane Stafford, 2004 Presents articles on various types of sexually
transmitted diseases including causes, symptoms, treatment, prevention and social issues.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: The Social History of the American Family
Marilyn J. Coleman, Lawrence H. Ganong, 2014-09-02 The American family has come a long way
from the days of the idealized family portrayed in iconic television shows of the 1950s and 1960s.
The four volumes of The Social History of the American Family explore the vital role of the family as
the fundamental social unit across the span of American history. Experiences of family life shape so
much of an individual’s development and identity, yet the patterns of family structure, family life,
and family transition vary across time, space, and socioeconomic contexts. Both the definition of who
or what counts as family and representations of the ideal family have changed over time. Available in
both digital and print formats, this carefully balanced academic work chronicles the social, cultural,
economic, and political aspects of American families from the colonial period to the present. Key
themes include families and culture (including mass media), families and religion, families and the
economy, families and social issues, families and social stratification and conflict, family structures
(including marriage and divorce, gender roles, parenting and children, and mixed and non-modal
family forms), and family law and policy. Features: Approximately 600 articles, richly illustrated with
historical photographs and color photos in the digital edition, provide historical context for students.
A collection of primary source documents demonstrate themes across time. The signed articles, with
cross references and Further Readings, are accompanied by a Reader’s Guide, Chronology of
American Families, Resource Guide, Glossary, and thorough index. The Social History of the
American Family is an ideal reference for students and researchers who want to explore political
and social debates about the importance of the family and its evolving constructions. Key Themes:



Families and Culture Families and Experts Families and Religion Families and Social Change
Families and Social Issues/Problems/Crises Families and Social Media Families and Social
Stratification/Social Class Families and Technology Families and the Economy Families in America
Families in Mass Media Families, Family Life, Social Identities Family Advocates and Organizations
Family Law and Family Policy Family Theories History of American Families
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Birth Control Roman Espejo, 2012-06-12 This
book contains twelve articles that provide a variety of perspectives on issues related to birth control,
discussing the role of birth control in sex education programs, birth control access, restrictions, and
more. Essay sources include the Advocates for Youth and The Women's Health Partnership of Emory
University.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Reproductive Rights in a Global Context
Lara M. Knudsen, 2006 Examines women's access to sex education, maternity care, family planning,
and abortion, and analyzes how much power women in diverse contexts have to negotiate sexual
practices. This book is suitable for courses in women's studies, globalization, public health, and
political science.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Encyclopedia of Family Health Martha
Craft-Rosenberg, Shelley-Rae Pehler, 2011-01-20 Request a FREE 30-day online trial to this title at
www.sagepub.com/freetrial What is unique about the process in the discussion of healthcare and
interventions to use when working with families? What assessment tools provide guidance for
healthcare providers as they determine interventions for families in their care? What are the
changing dimensions of contemporary family life, and what impact do those dimensions have on
health promotion for families? How is family healthcare changing in terms of practices, delivery
systems, costs and insurance coverage? Students are able to explore these questions and more in
the Encyclopedia of Family Health. Approximately 350 signed articles written by experts from such
varied fields as health and nursing, social and behavioral sciences, and policy provide authoritative,
cross-disciplinary coverage. Entries examine theory, research and policy as they relate to family
practice in a manner that is accessible and jargon-free. From 'Adolescent Suicide' and 'Alternative
Therapies' to 'Visitation during Hospitalization' and 'Weight Problems and Genetics', this work
provides coverage of a variety of issues within a family context. The Encyclopedia of Family Health
provides a comprehensive summary of theory, research, practice, and policy on family health and
wellness promotion for students and researchers.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Yucatan Robert H. Page, Curtis P. Page, 2004-04
Intended for the traveler who aims to remain healthy and active while in the Yucatan Peninsula, this
guide offers a directory of health care and recreation facilities in 10 of the region's most popular
destinations. It also includes city maps, emergency information, a pharmaceutical guide, and
translations of common Spanish medical terms.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Foreign Operations Appropriations for 1964
United States. Congress. House Appropriations, 1963
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1975 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Birth Control Beth L. Sundstrom, Cara Delay,
2020-06-02 Birth Control: What Everyone Needs to Know® will offer more than a user's guide to
available means of contraception: it will examine how supported family-planning infrastructure
impacts society as a whole. Through reviews of policy, scientific literature, and supplemental
interviews with women, it will uncover women's concerns and apprehensions about contraception,
as well as the ways birth control empowers women and increases access to educational and
professional opportunities. It will provide an overview the history of birth control, the risks and



benefits of contraception, the role of menstruation, and the future of birth control. The goal of this
book is to provide accurate, unbiased scientific information about contraception in the context of
women's lived experiences and the realities of how individuals make decisions about birth control.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Drum , 2009-04
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Obstetrics and Gynaecology Lawrence Impey,
Tim Child, 2012-03-26 Obstetrics & Gynaecology has established itself as a key recommendation for
faculty and a firm favourite for health sciences students. The opening sections of this new edition
incorporate the relevant basic science, history and examination, investigations and diagnosis, as well
as common diseases, abnormalities, and complications in gynaecology and obstetrics respectively.
These are supported by two unique sections on gynaecology and obstetrics management, which are
tailored to help students revise for exams, especially OSCEs. A brand new chapter covering ethics in
obstetrics and gynaecology makes this fully-updated fourth edition the most comprehensive
introduction available. Obstetrics & Gynaecology now includes a companion website at
www.impeyobgyn.com, featuring self-assessment MCQs and EMQs, chapter summary slides, and all
the figures from the book as PowerPoint slides.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Conflicts of Conscience in Health Care Holly
Fernandez Lynch, 2010-08-13 A balanced proposal that protects both a patient's access to care and
a physician's ability to refuse to provide certain services for reasons of conscience. Physicians in the
United States who refuse to perform a variety of legally permissible medical services because of
their own moral objections are often protected by “conscience clauses.” These laws, on the books in
nearly every state since the legalization of abortion by Roe v. Wade, shield physicians and other
health professionals from such potential consequences of refusal as liability and dismissal. While
some praise conscience clauses as protecting important freedoms, opponents, concerned with
patient access to care, argue that professional refusals should be tolerated only when they are based
on valid medical grounds. In Conflicts of Conscience in Health Care, Holly Fernandez Lynch finds a
way around the polarizing rhetoric associated with this issue by proposing a compromise that
protects both a patient's access to care and a physician's ability to refuse. This focus on compromise
is crucial, as new uses of medical technology expand the controversy beyond abortion and
contraception to reach an increasing number of doctors and patients. Lynch argues that
doctor-patient matching on the basis of personal moral values would eliminate, or at least minimize,
many conflicts of conscience, and suggests that state licensing boards facilitate this goal. Licensing
boards would be responsible for balancing the interests of doctors and patients by ensuring a
sufficient number of willing physicians such that no physician's refusal leaves a patient entirely
without access to desired medical services. This proposed solution, Lynch argues, accommodates
patients' freedoms while leaving important room in the profession for individuals who find some of
the capabilities of medical technology to be ethically objectionable.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Abortion United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Constitutional Amendments, 1975
  how much does the morning after pill cost: A Trio of Sophies Eileen Merriman, 2020-03-03
A missing girl, a secret diary and unsettling revelations . . . Today is the first of September, the first
day of spring, and it’s been sixty-four days since I last saw Sophie Abercrombie. It's been sixty-four
days since anyone saw Sophie Abercrombie. The prettiest Sophie. The missing Sophie. As Sophie
MacKenzie - Mac - confides to her diary, she last saw Sophie Abercrombie kissing James Bacon, their
English teacher. Mac has passed this on to the police, but there is plenty she knows about James
Bacon that she has kept to herself. She hasn’t even told Twiggy, the third Sophie in their once
tightknit threesome. The Trio of Sophies is no more.
  how much does the morning after pill cost: Allegations of Sexual Assault at the U.S. Air
Force Academy United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Armed Services, 2004
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