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How Do You Get a Therapy Dog? A Step-by-Step Guide to Bringing Comfort and Support Into
Your Life

how do you get a therapy dog is a question many people ask when they’re seeking
emotional support, companionship, or a way to improve their mental well-being through the
unique bond shared with animals. Therapy dogs offer a special kind of comfort, often
providing emotional relief and practical assistance in hospitals, schools, nursing homes, and
even private homes. If you’re wondering how to welcome a therapy dog into your life or
how to go about the certification process, this guide will walk you through the essential
steps, considerations, and helpful tips to make your journey smooth and rewarding.

Understanding What a Therapy Dog Is

Before diving into how to get a therapy dog, it’s important to understand what therapy dogs
actually do and how they differ from other service animals. Therapy dogs are specially
trained to provide comfort, companionship, and affection to people in various settings,
including medical facilities, disaster areas, and educational institutions. Unlike service dogs,
which are trained to perform specific tasks for individuals with disabilities, therapy dogs
work to improve the emotional and psychological well-being of multiple people. They are
often brought in by their owners to visit patients or clients, offering a calming presence.

Therapy Dogs vs. Emotional Support Dogs vs. Service
Dogs

The distinctions between therapy dogs, emotional support animals, and service dogs can be
confusing but are crucial for understanding how therapy dog programs work:

- **Therapy Dogs:** Trained to provide comfort to many people, often in public or
institutional settings.
- **Emotional Support Dogs:** Provide comfort to a specific individual, usually with a letter
from a mental health professional, but they don’t have special public access rights.
- **Service Dogs:** Highly trained to perform tasks for a single person with a disability,
protected by law for public access.

Knowing these differences will help you determine if a therapy dog is the right fit for your
needs or if you should explore other types of support animals.

How Do You Get a Therapy Dog? The Initial Steps

If you’re serious about getting a therapy dog, the process starts with a few foundational
steps that focus on your needs and the dog’s temperament.



Assess Your Needs and Lifestyle

Therapy dogs can be a wonderful source of comfort, but they also require time, patience,
and responsibility. Reflect on why you want a therapy dog and how much time you can
dedicate to training and socialization. Are you looking for a companion to help with anxiety
or depression? Or do you want to volunteer with a dog at hospitals or schools?
Understanding your motivation will help you select the right dog and training program.

Choose the Right Breed and Temperament

While many breeds can make excellent therapy dogs, some are naturally more suited due
to their calm demeanor, sociability, and trainability. Breeds like Labrador Retrievers, Golden
Retrievers, Poodles, and Cavalier King Charles Spaniels are popular choices. However,
temperament matters more than breed; a therapy dog should be gentle, friendly, and
comfortable around strangers and noises.

Training Your Therapy Dog

Training is a critical component of becoming a certified therapy dog team. It’s not just
about teaching commands but ensuring your dog is well-behaved, calm, and responsive in
various environments.

Basic Obedience Training

Before anything else, your dog needs to master basic obedience commands like sit, stay,
come, heel, and leave it. This foundation ensures your dog can be controlled in public and
around people who may be unpredictable in their behavior.

Socialization and Exposure

Therapy dogs must be comfortable around strangers, loud noises, crowds, and unusual
situations. Gradually expose your dog to different environments such as busy streets,
hospitals, schools, and nursing homes. Positive reinforcement helps your dog associate
these experiences with good things.

Specialized Therapy Dog Training Programs

Many organizations offer specialized therapy dog training courses. These programs focus on
skills like calmly interacting with patients, tolerating medical equipment, navigating
wheelchairs, and responding to handler cues in stressful environments. Joining such a



program increases the chances of passing certification tests and becoming a registered
therapy dog team.

Certification and Registration: What You Need to
Know

One of the most common questions about therapy dogs is whether they require
certification. While therapy dogs don’t have the same legal protections as service dogs,
certification can be essential for volunteering and gaining access to certain facilities.

Selecting a Reputable Therapy Dog Organization

Look for well-established organizations that provide therapy dog registration and
evaluation. Groups like Therapy Dogs International (TDI), Pet Partners, and Alliance of
Therapy Dogs have standardized testing and offer liability insurance for volunteers.
Research their requirements and choose one that aligns with your goals.

The Evaluation Process

Your dog will undergo an evaluation that tests obedience, temperament, and ability to
handle distractions. Evaluators will watch how your dog interacts with strangers, remains
calm under pressure, and responds to commands. Passing this test is crucial for
certification.

Maintaining Certification

Certification is not a one-time event. Many organizations require periodic reevaluation or
continuing education to ensure your dog maintains the necessary skills and temperament.
Keeping up with training and health checks is important for your dog’s well-being and
certification status.

Bringing Your Therapy Dog Into the Community

Once certified, you can start visiting facilities or joining therapy dog programs. This is
where your dog’s training truly shines, as you provide comfort to those who need it most.

Volunteering Opportunities



Hospitals, schools, nursing homes, and libraries often welcome therapy dog visits.
Volunteering not only benefits those you visit but also deepens your bond with your dog
and provides a sense of purpose.

Creating a Routine

Regular visits help establish your dog’s confidence and comfort in therapy roles. Make sure
to schedule visits that suit your dog’s energy levels and personality to avoid burnout.

Health and Safety Considerations

Maintaining your dog’s health is vital. Regular vet visits, vaccinations, grooming, and
flea/tick prevention keep your dog safe and hygienic for visits. Also, always adhere to
facility rules and guidelines for therapy dog visits.

Alternative Ways to Get a Therapy Dog

Not everyone has the time or resources to train a dog from scratch. Here are some
alternatives to consider:

Adopting a Trained Therapy Dog: Some organizations or breeders offer dogs
already trained for therapy work.

Working with Rescue Dogs: Many rescue dogs have the perfect temperament to
become therapy dogs; training them gives them a new purpose.

Partnering with Therapy Dog Organizations: Some organizations loan therapy
dogs to volunteers who want to participate but don’t own a dog.

These options can be a great way to get involved in therapy dog work without starting
completely from scratch.

What to Expect From Your Therapy Dog
Relationship

Having a therapy dog is a rewarding experience that can bring immense joy and healing.
Expect to build a unique connection based on trust, patience, and mutual understanding.
Your dog will become a source of emotional support not only for others but also for you.



The journey of how do you get a therapy dog is as much about your growth as it is about
your dog’s training. The time and effort invested will pay off in smiles, comfort, and
companionship that make a real difference in many lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to get a therapy dog?
To get a therapy dog, you typically need to have a calm and friendly dog that enjoys being
around people, and you may need to undergo training and certification through a
recognized therapy dog organization.

Do therapy dogs need special training?
Yes, therapy dogs require specialized training to ensure they have the right temperament,
obedience, and socialization skills to interact safely and positively with various people in
different environments.

Can any dog become a therapy dog?
While many breeds can become therapy dogs, not every dog is suited for the role. Ideal
therapy dogs are calm, gentle, well-behaved, and comfortable around strangers and in busy
settings.

How do I get my dog certified as a therapy dog?
You can get your dog certified by enrolling in a therapy dog training program and passing
an evaluation test administered by a recognized organization such as Therapy Dogs
International or the Alliance of Therapy Dogs.

Are therapy dogs the same as service dogs?
No, therapy dogs and service dogs have different roles. Therapy dogs provide comfort and
support in settings like hospitals and schools, while service dogs are trained to assist
individuals with disabilities by performing specific tasks.

Where can therapy dogs be used once certified?
Certified therapy dogs can visit hospitals, nursing homes, schools, disaster areas, and other
facilities to provide emotional support and comfort to people in need.

Additional Resources
How Do You Get a Therapy Dog? A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding and Acquiring a
Therapy Animal



how do you get a therapy dog is a question that resonates with many individuals
seeking emotional support and companionship through animals. Therapy dogs have
become increasingly recognized for their ability to provide comfort, alleviate stress, and
improve mental health in various settings, ranging from hospitals and nursing homes to
schools and disaster areas. However, obtaining a therapy dog is not as simple as picking up
a pet from a local shelter; it requires a thoughtful process involving selection, training,
certification, and ongoing management.

This article delves into the detailed steps involved in acquiring a therapy dog, exploring the
distinctions between therapy dogs and other assistance animals, the criteria for selection,
the training and certification process, and the legal considerations one must be aware of.
By understanding these factors, prospective owners can better navigate the path to
welcoming a therapy dog into their lives or organizations.

Understanding Therapy Dogs: Definitions and
Distinctions

Before addressing how do you get a therapy dog, it is essential to clarify what a therapy
dog is and how it differs from other service or emotional support animals. Therapy dogs are
specifically trained to provide affection, comfort, and support to people in therapeutic
settings. They differ significantly from service dogs, which perform specific tasks for
individuals with disabilities, and emotional support animals, which provide comfort just by
being present but typically do not have specialized training.

Therapy dogs often visit hospitals, schools, rehabilitation centers, or disaster sites under
the supervision of their handlers to help reduce anxiety, improve mood, and facilitate
recovery. Their roles are more about emotional well-being than performing tasks, and their
presence is meant to complement professional therapies.

How to Get a Therapy Dog: The Step-by-Step
Process

1. Assessing Personal or Organizational Needs

The journey begins with evaluating why you want a therapy dog and what specific needs
the dog will fulfill. For individuals, therapy dogs can be a source of emotional relief during
stressful periods or chronic illness management. For institutions, therapy dogs might be
part of a broader therapeutic program aimed at improving patient outcomes or enhancing
educational environments.

This assessment helps define the desired temperament, breed characteristics, and the
dog's working environment. Not all dogs are suited to therapy work, and understanding the
context ensures the right match.



2. Selecting the Right Dog

Choosing the appropriate dog is a critical factor in the success of therapy work. While many
breeds can become therapy dogs, certain characteristics are more favorable:

Temperament: Calm, friendly, and sociable dogs are ideal.

Age: Adult dogs, usually over one year old, are preferred as they are more stable in
behavior.

Health: Dogs should be in good health, up-to-date on vaccinations, and regularly
checked by a veterinarian.

Socialization: Early socialization with different people and environments increases
adaptability.

Prospective handlers can acquire therapy dogs through breeders, shelters, or rescue
organizations. Some therapy dog groups provide dogs for adoption, often selecting those
with proven temperaments.

3. Training and Socialization

After selecting a dog, the next step involves specialized training tailored for therapy work.
Unlike service dogs trained for specific tasks, therapy dogs undergo training that focuses on
obedience, socialization, and behavior in varied environments.

Training typically includes:

Basic obedience commands (sit, stay, come, heel)

Desensitization to loud noises, medical equipment, and crowds

Proper interaction with strangers, including children and individuals with disabilities

Walking calmly on a leash in public spaces

Acceptance of being petted and handled in various ways

Training can be conducted by professional dog trainers or through therapy dog
organizations that offer structured courses. Socialization is ongoing and crucial for
maintaining the dog’s suitability for therapy roles.



4. Certification and Registration

One of the most common questions related to how do you get a therapy dog is whether
certification is mandatory. While not legally required, certification is highly recommended
and often necessary to gain access to facilities that allow therapy dog visits.

Several reputable organizations offer therapy dog certification programs that evaluate the
dog’s behavior, obedience, and suitability for therapy work. Examples include:

Therapy Dogs International (TDI)

Pet Partners

Alliance of Therapy Dogs

Certification typically involves:

Passing a temperament test

Demonstrating obedience skills

Providing proof of health and vaccinations

Handler education on therapy dog responsibilities

Certification not only validates the dog’s training but also provides insurance coverage
during therapy visits, which is essential for liability protection.

5. Understanding Legal and Ethical Considerations

It is important to note that therapy dogs do not have the same legal rights as service dogs
under laws such as the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Therapy dogs generally do
not have public access rights and are allowed only in places where they have permission,
such as hospitals or therapy sessions.

Handlers must obtain permission from facility administrators before bringing therapy dogs
onto premises. Ethical considerations also include ensuring the dog’s welfare, avoiding
overworking the animal, and maintaining hygiene standards.



Comparing Therapy Dogs with Other Assistance
Animals

When exploring how do you get a therapy dog, many individuals confuse therapy dogs with
emotional support animals (ESAs) or service dogs. Understanding these differences helps
clarify the acquisition process.

Service Dogs: Trained to perform specific tasks for individuals with disabilities. They
are protected under ADA laws and have public access rights. Training is extensive and
costly.

Emotional Support Animals: Provide comfort through their presence but are not
trained for specific tasks. No formal certification is required, but a prescription from a
mental health professional is necessary.

Therapy Dogs: Trained to provide comfort to multiple people in therapeutic settings.
Certification is voluntary but often necessary for access to facilities.

Each category serves a unique purpose, and understanding their roles influences how one
approaches getting a therapy dog.

Pros and Cons of Owning a Therapy Dog

While therapy dogs offer numerous benefits, prospective owners should weigh both
advantages and challenges before embarking on this journey.

Pros:

Provides emotional support and reduces stress for both owner and recipients

Opportunity to participate in community service and therapy programs

Encourages social interaction and physical activity

May improve mental health and overall well-being

Cons:



Requires significant time commitment for training and visits

Ongoing responsibility for the dog’s health and well-being

Potential restrictions on where the dog can go

Costs associated with training, certification, and maintenance

Prospective handlers should consider these factors carefully to ensure a mutually beneficial
relationship with their therapy dog.

Finding Support and Resources

Several organizations and communities can assist individuals interested in how do you get
a therapy dog. Many offer:

Training classes and workshops

Certification programs

Support networks for handlers

Information on legal requirements and best practices

Connecting with local therapy dog groups or national organizations is a practical way to
begin and gain valuable insights.

As the demand for therapy dogs continues to grow, understanding the intricacies of
obtaining and managing a therapy dog becomes increasingly important. Whether for
personal emotional support or community service, therapy dogs hold a unique place in
enhancing human well-being. Navigating the pathway to acquiring one requires
commitment, knowledge, and collaboration with professional organizations, but the rewards
can be profound and far-reaching.

How Do You Get A Therapy Dog

  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs Kathy Diamond Davis, 2002-09 Are you looking
for a new and meaningful way to work with your dog? Do you want to improve the lives of those who
would benefit from visits with a volunteer canine therapist? Then think about becoming a Therapy
Dog team. The 2nd edition gives you all the information you need to select, socialize and train your
dog for this important and rewarding work. Learn about certification, liability, and getting started.
Includes a complete course outline for teaching therapy dog classes!

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/how-do-you-get-a-therapy-dog.pdf


  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs Today, 2nd Edition Kris Butler, 2013-12-10
<i>Therapy Dogs Today</i> explores the complex issues that surround the environments in which
therapy dogs do their jobs.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Turn Your Dog Into a Therapy Dog Sally Grottini, 2013-04
Many people have a Therapy Dog just sitting in their living room and they don't even know it! A
misconception when you see therapy dogs in hospitals, nursing homes, or schools, is that the dog
was specially trained for this job. The truth of the matter is, is that if your dog can learn basic
obedience added with just a few more ingredients, you've got yourself a Therapy Dog! See how easy
it is to get started in this rewarding volunteer work! This book covers different therapy dog
organizations, their contact information and what they require as far as testing. As well as the
simple basic commands in obedience you need to get started!
  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs Kathy Diamond Davis, 1992-01-01 A practical
guide for dog owners outlines methods for training and conditioning dogs to interact with the
elderly, the handicapped, and the mentally disadvantaged
  how do you get a therapy dog: COMP GT THERAPY DOGS Terry Dayton, 2016-10-30 Your
complete guide to what a Therapy Dog is and how to get involved in Animal Assisted Therapy.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dog Heroes Linda Bozzo, 2010-07-01 True story of a
therapy dog, its history, and the training methods used to transform an ordinary dog into a canine
hero.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs Walter Roberts, Jr., 2013-07 Sometimes a
therapy dog can lift a persons spirits just by being in the same room. Other times, the dogs take
more active roles, acting as companions. Therapy dogs help people who are ill or sad feel better.
Learn more about these amazing animals, including how they are chosen, the training they go
through, and the work they do.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Teaming With Your Therapy Dog Ann R. Howie, 2015-04-15
Today's therapy-dog handlers recognize the need to be teammates with their dogs. Teaming with
one's dog involves unobtrusively providing physical and emotional support as well as respectful
guidance in what to do. Being a teammate requires attention to our own behavior, not just our dogs.
This book reminds all handlers that being conscious of what we do with our dogs helps them do their
best work, and also can increase the effectiveness of our visits. Teaming with Your Therapy Dog
teaches the STEPs of Teamwork and how those STEPs fit with the Therapy Dogs Bill of Rights. These
general principles free handlers to apply them in their own way to their therapy dogs individual
personality and work, and to everyday life at home! As the author writes, The book explores a way of
being conscious of what you do with and to your therapy dog to support him in his work. It describes
functional principles of behavior you can learn and use immediately, either together as a package or
independently. Using an exciting new methodology, the author guides readers to deepen their
relationship with their dogs by acting consciously and respectfully.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Implementing Therapy Dog Teams in Partnership with Best
Practices for Schools Gabrielle Matthew, 2024-08-14 Dive into the profound impact of therapy dogs
on student well-being and inclusivity with 'Implementing Therapy Dog Teams in Partnership with
Schools'. This comprehensive guide offers practical strategies for integrating certified therapy dog
teams into educational settings, enhancing the learning experience for students. Grounded in
research and real-life case studies, this book goes beyond theory, providing actionable advice on
how therapy dogs can creatively improve mental health, academic performance, peer relationships,
and social skills. Their presence in schools fosters a positive atmosphere, boosting mood, confidence,
and self-esteem while promoting self-regulation and reducing absenteeism. Addressing the
increasing emotional health challenges among youth, this resource offers clear guidance on
selecting, implementing, and evaluating therapy dog programs. It's structured for easy navigation,
making it an essential tool for educators, dog handlers, and volunteers dedicated to creating
supportive learning environments. Discover how therapy dogs, like Mac, can transform school
communities, fostering connections and enriching the educational journey for every student.



  how do you get a therapy dog: From Unruly to Therapy Dog Barbara Maria Vokatis, 2021 If
you wonder how your dog can become a therapy dog, this is a great place to start. This book details
our journey to becoming a therapy dog team from unruly behavior to training that ultimately led to
passing a therapy dog test and to spreading joy and love in facilities accepting therapy dogs. It is
also about perseverance and discovering something new and amazing about your dog, yourself, your
bond with your dog, and what type of impact pet therapy has on others.--Provided by author
  how do you get a therapy dog: Jules The Therapy Dog Anne Bell, 2015-07-29 This story is
designed to help explain what therapy dogs do. Jules visits many types of facilities but loves children
the best. The illustrations and some text are from children at the school where Jules visits.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs in Cancer Care Dawn A. Marcus, 2012-08-01
Dogs that visit patients with cancer have been convincingly shown to reduce stress, loneliness, and
mood disturbance that may complicate cancer care. In addition, dogs may provide important
motivation for patients to maintain rehabilitation programs that have been shown to reduce cancer
risk and improve cancer survival. Outlining all of these issues and many more, Therapy Dogs in
Cancer Care: A Valuable Complementary Treatment is a ground-breaking, highly innovative addition
to the literature on cancer care. Detailing a comprehensive summary of truly impressive research
demonstrating the ability of dogs to serve an important therapeutic role within the cancer arena and
in other serious medical conditions, the text provides highly practical advice and very helpful “tips”
to ensure that those who wish to employ dogs to assist the cancer patient have the necessary
knowledge and “tools” to optimize outcomes. Authored by Dawn A. Marcus, MD, an expert in both
pain management and health improvement through human and dog interaction, Therapy Dogs in
Cancer Care: A Valuable Complementary Treatment is an extremely well-organized, well-researched,
and highly readable book. Providing practical suggestions to effectively incorporate dogs into cancer
care, with detailed instructions about requirements for therapy dogs to ensure visits are safe and
limit unwanted spread of infection, Therapy Dogs in Cancer Care: A Valuable Complementary
Treatment is an invaluable reference that will inform and delight both the clinician desiring a
“how-to” text as well as the casual reader.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Selecting And Training Your Service Dog Jennifer Cattet,
PH.D., 2021-05-19 Good Service Dogs are Both Born and Made! Watching a service dog and her
handler working as a team in a busy public space is a thing of beauty. Not every dog has the
temperament or genetic make-up to do service work, but with the proper reward-based training,
many dogs can succeed in public areas. Succeeding in Public Access Work is the subject of Jennifer
Cattet’s new book, which is especially important given some of the controversies surrounding poorly
or un-trained service dogs being brought into public areas. Jennifer prepares you and your dog to
meet the standards of the Public Access Test developed by Assistance Dogs International. While the
book focuses on training, it also covers in detail a number of other important questions including: ·
How much time, effort and cost are involved in acquiring and training a service dog? · Can you train
a shelter dog for service work and are there breeds of dogs you should avoid? · What are your rights
and the laws relating to service dogs? · How do you deal with the public when working with your
service dog?
  how do you get a therapy dog: The Ultimate Service Dog Training Manual Keagen J. Grace,
2020-03-17 A One-Stop Shop for Anyone Interested in Learning How to Obtain, Train, Raise, and
Live With a Service Dog. The Ultimate Service Dog Training Manual is the essential resource for
laypeople, handlers, and trainers alike who deal with service dogs. Covering everything you need to
know about obtaining, training, and living with service dogs, this comprehensive guide provides
practical dos and don'ts, tips and tricks, and advice on raising the perfect service dog for various
situations. Complete with illustrative photos, tips, sidebars, and detailed information, Including the
history of service dogs, the legalities of where they are allowed in public and who is permitted to
have them, what rights are in place to protect them, and more, this service dog bible covers service
dog topics like: What handlers want you to know The path to becoming a service dog Service dog
jobs, from allergen alert dogs to psychiatric and seizure dogs Costs of owner-training “Fake” or



under-trained service dogs What service dogs should and should not do in public What makes a dog
unsuitable Overview of standards, requirements, certifications, and gear Task training, from opening
doors to assisted pick-up, and more Service dog socialization Service dogs at work and school
Service dog retirement The difference between service dogs, therapy animals, and emotional
support animals And more!
  how do you get a therapy dog: Successful Working Dogs: Select, Train, and Use Service
and Therapy Dogs Barbara L. Lewis, 2019-03-14 The last twenty years have seen an explosion of
uses for working dogs. Service dogs are now asked to perform a variety of tasks for people with
disabilities. And therapy dogs—once largely seen only at nursing homes—are now used for emotional
support and motivation in schools, libraries, courts, universities, hospitals, churches and employee
lounges. This book provides positive-motivation training techniques for basic manners and specific
tasks expected of working dogs. Beyond training these animals, the reader can learn to evaluate
both the suitability of a working dog and the suitability of the dog's client. A final goal of this book is
to help working dog owners, clients, and trainers—and dog owners in general—to understand the
capabilities, needs and limitations of these dedicated animals.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Service Dog Coaching Veronica Sanchez, 2019-03-27 Add
Service Dog Coaching to Your Training Business! Like many pet dog trainers, you may be getting
questions from clients looking for help training a service dog. Despite the growing demand, even
highly skilled trainers need additional education and preparation to take on this kind of work.
Author, Veronica Sanchez teaches professional trainers how to help owners with disabilities train a
service dog. She provides what you need to know to become a successful service dog coach.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs Today Funpuddle Publishing Associates, 2013-07
  how do you get a therapy dog: A Dog Who's Always Welcome Lorie Long, 2008-10-14 You can
take her with you... If you're like most dog owners, you want a trustworthy companion you can take
on family vacations, to ball games, on hikes, and to cafes and festivals. You want your dog to behave
when you have guests, stay peacefully at hotels, ride calmly in elevators, and maintain proper doggie
decorum in all kinds of situations. Chances are, you've watched and admired assistance and therapy
dogs who are attentive to their owners' needs no matter what. This book taps into the secrets of
assistance and therapy dog trainers and shows you how to use focused foundation socialization
training to make sure your dog is well behaved--even in unfamiliar environments loaded with
distractions and temptations. It goes beyond typical behavioral training and basic commands and
covers: Evaluating your dog and recognizing traits that will affect her needs Using reward-based
processes to teach complex behaviors and self-discipline Creating a socialization program that
makes your dog focused on you and confident in different environments Reading your dog so you can
anticipate her reactions and keep her focused on your directions With these sophisticated training
techniques, you'll turn your family pet into a sociable, take-anywhere dog who will always be
welcome!
  how do you get a therapy dog: Cozy Therapy Dog Connecting the Dots Jane McAllen,
2020-08-14 She's dead! Margie Vonn has no desire to investigate unusual happenings at a nursing
home. But when no one else listens, Margie and her therapy dog, Truman Blue work together to
uncover wrong doings. Throw in a not-so-hunky veterinarian, and the plot thickens. This entertaining
cozy mystery novel was inspired by a real-life therapy dog, Truman Blue. Author's note: As
entertainment, this novel is not a treatise on therapy dog work. If you are interested in registering
your dog as a therapy dog, please search for national organizations that train handlers. Therapy
dogs visits operate under the rules of different parent organizations. Truman Blue and Margie Vonn
do not violate the guidelines of the majority of national therapy dog organizations.
  how do you get a therapy dog: Maya, My Journey from Show Dog to Therapy Dog Steven
Wincor, 2016-12-08 This is the story of Mayas journey from being a show dog in Texas to her new
life in California. She evolves into an experienced therapy dog who travels around the San Francisco
Bay area, beyond visiting retirement homes, schools, rehab centers and many other places. Maya is
joined by her brother, Aiden, on the therapy visits where they spread their love and caring to



everyone. Together, Maya and Aiden have over four hundred fifty visits and have seen thousands of
people. The story, told by Maya, tells children of her life experiences and travels. The book is a
second-grade level book.
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