
history of trolls in norway
History of Trolls in Norway: Unraveling the Mystique of Norway’s Legendary
Creatures

history of trolls in norway is a fascinating journey into the folklore and
mythology that has shaped much of Norwegian culture and storytelling. Trolls,
these mythical beings, have long been an integral part of Norway’s landscape
both literally and figuratively. From ancient tales whispered around fires to
their prominent place in literature, art, and tourism today, understanding
the history of trolls in Norway offers a glimpse into how Norwegians have
interpreted nature, fear, and imagination over centuries.

Origins of Trolls in Norwegian Folklore

The roots of troll legends in Norway trace back to the early Norse sagas and
Viking Age mythology. Trolls were often depicted as supernatural creatures
dwelling in the wild, remote areas such as mountains, forests, and caves.
They were generally portrayed as large, grotesque, and sometimes dim-witted
beings, representing the untamed forces of nature.

In the earliest stories, trolls were not always malevolent but were certainly
dangerous and unpredictable. They symbolized the fears of the unknown
wilderness that surrounded Norwegian settlements. These creatures were
thought to be nocturnal, turning to stone when exposed to sunlight—a motif
that explains many of the dramatic rock formations scattered across Norway’s
landscape.

The Role of Trolls in Norse Mythology

While trolls do not appear prominently in the core Norse pantheon like gods
such as Odin or Thor, they share characteristics with giants (jötnar) and
other mythical beings. The line between trolls, giants, and other
supernatural creatures was often blurred in early Norse stories. Trolls
represented chaos and opposition to the order maintained by the gods,
embodying the wildness beyond human control.

Over time, as Christianity spread through Scandinavia, trolls morphed into
more malevolent figures symbolizing paganism and the wilderness that needed
to be tamed. This shift influenced how trolls were portrayed in later
folktales, becoming more sinister and frightening.



Trolls in Traditional Norwegian Folktales

Norwegian folktales collected by folklorists like Peter Christen Asbjørnsen
and Jørgen Moe in the 19th century helped preserve and popularize troll
stories. These tales often featured trolls in a variety of roles—from foolish
giants tricked by clever humans to fearsome monsters threatening villages.

Characteristics and Behavior of Trolls

In many of these stories, trolls were described as:

Living far from human settlements, often in mountains or dense forests

Having multiple heads or enormous size

Being slow-witted but incredibly strong

Having superhuman abilities but vulnerable to sunlight and church bells

Sometimes capable of magic or shape-shifting

These traits made trolls perfect antagonists or mysterious figures in tales
meant to teach lessons or explain natural phenomena, such as unusual rock
formations or strange sounds in the wilderness.

Popular Troll Stories

One classic tale tells of a young girl who outsmarts a troll by tricking it
into thinking dawn has arrived, causing the troll to turn to stone. Another
story involves trolls kidnapping humans or guarding hidden treasures. These
narratives highlight human cleverness and bravery confronting the wild.

Trolls and Norway’s Natural Landscape

The connection between trolls and Norway’s dramatic scenery is inseparable.
Many natural landmarks are linked to troll legends as a way to personify and
explain the environment.



Troll Formations and Rock Sculptures

Certain rock formations in Norway, such as the Trolltunga ("Troll’s Tongue")
and the giant stone figures near the village of Romsdal, are associated with
troll myths. These natural sculptures seem to resemble creatures frozen in
time, reinforcing the belief that trolls once inhabited the land but turned
to stone by sunlight.

Influence on Place Names

Many Norwegian place names reference trolls, reflecting their embedded
presence in local culture. For example, “Trollheimen” translates to “Home of
the Trolls,” a mountainous area rich with hiking trails and folklore. These
names keep the stories alive and invite both locals and visitors to imagine
the mystical past of these places.

The Evolution of Trolls in Modern Norwegian
Culture

Trolls have not remained static figures confined to old tales; they have
evolved alongside Norwegian society, becoming symbols of national identity
and popular culture.

Trolls in Literature and Art

In the 19th and 20th centuries, trolls appeared in the works of famous
Norwegian authors and artists. Henrik Ibsen’s play "Peer Gynt" features
trolls as part of its surreal, fairy-tale world, blending folklore with
modern themes. Visual artists like Theodor Kittelsen brought trolls to life
through whimsical and sometimes eerie illustrations, further cementing their
cultural significance.

Trolls in Tourism and Commercial Use

Today, trolls are a significant part of Norway’s tourism industry. From
souvenir troll dolls to themed attractions, these creatures capture the
imagination of visitors worldwide. The iconic “Troll Doll,” created in the
mid-20th century, became a global phenomenon, its roots firmly planted in
Norwegian folklore.

Moreover, hiking trails near “troll landmarks” attract nature lovers who
enjoy the blend of outdoor adventure and myth. Tour guides often share troll



stories to enrich the experience, connecting visitors with centuries-old
traditions.

Understanding the Symbolism Behind Trolls

Beyond being mere fantasy creatures, trolls embody deeper themes in Norwegian
culture. They represent the relationship between humans and nature, the
unknown dangers lurking beyond civilization, and the blending of fear and
respect for the environment.

Trolls also serve as metaphors for the challenges faced by early Norwegians
living in rugged terrain. The idea of trolls turning to stone with sunlight
suggests that knowledge, bravery, and the passage of time can conquer
fearsome obstacles.

Lessons from Troll Myths

Folktales involving trolls often carry moral or practical lessons:

Be cautious when venturing into unknown territory.1.

Use wit and cleverness to overcome brute strength.2.

Respect nature’s power and unpredictability.3.

Recognize that fearsome things may have vulnerabilities.4.

These lessons have helped shape Norwegian values and storytelling traditions,
making trolls timeless figures in the nation’s cultural fabric.

Preserving the Heritage: Trolls in Contemporary
Norway

Efforts to preserve and promote the history of trolls in Norway continue
through museums, festivals, and educational programs. The Norwegian Folk
Museum and other cultural institutions showcase artifacts and stories that
highlight the importance of trolls in national folklore.

Local festivals celebrating trolls provide a fun and immersive way for people
of all ages to connect with this heritage. These events often include
storytelling sessions, costume parades, and theatrical performances based on



troll legends.

---

Exploring the history of trolls in Norway reveals not only a rich tapestry of
myth and legend but also a unique perspective on how Norwegians have
understood and interacted with their environment through the ages. Whether
seen as fearsome giants, stone formations, or beloved cultural icons, trolls
continue to inspire curiosity and wonder, bridging the gap between the
ancient past and the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of troll myths in Norwegian
folklore?
Troll myths in Norwegian folklore originated from ancient Norse and
Scandinavian pagan beliefs, where trolls were considered supernatural beings
living in mountains, forests, and caves, often embodying the dangers of the
wilderness.

How have trolls been depicted in traditional
Norwegian stories?
In traditional Norwegian stories, trolls are often depicted as large, ugly,
and slow-witted creatures who live in remote natural settings. They are
sometimes hostile to humans but can also be tricked or outwitted by clever
people.

What role did trolls play in Norwegian culture and
daily life historically?
Historically, trolls served as cautionary figures in Norwegian culture, used
to explain natural phenomena and to warn children against wandering into
dangerous areas like forests or mountains.

How have modern interpretations of trolls in Norway
changed from historical views?
Modern interpretations of trolls in Norway have shifted from fearsome
creatures to more friendly and whimsical characters featured in literature,
tourism, and popular culture, often symbolizing Norwegian heritage.

Are there any famous Norwegian landmarks associated



with trolls?
Yes, several famous Norwegian landmarks are associated with trolls, such as
the Trolltunga rock formation and the Trollveggen cliff, both named for their
imposing and troll-like appearances, attracting many tourists.

Additional Resources
**The History of Trolls in Norway: From Folklore to Cultural Icon**

history of trolls in norway is a fascinating exploration into the deep-rooted
myths and legends that have shaped Norwegian culture for centuries. Trolls,
as mythical creatures, occupy a significant place in the Scandinavian
imagination, particularly in Norway, where they are woven into the fabric of
folklore, literature, and even modern tourism. This article delves into the
origins, evolution, and cultural significance of trolls in Norway, analyzing
how these enigmatic beings transitioned from fearsome woodland giants to
beloved national symbols.

Origins of Troll Lore in Norway

The history of trolls in Norway can be traced back to ancient Norse mythology
and pre-Christian beliefs. Trolls originally appeared in oral traditions as
supernatural creatures inhabiting mountains, forests, and caves. These beings
were often depicted as large, grotesque humanoids, sometimes with multiple
heads or grotesque features, embodying the untamed and dangerous aspects of
nature. In early Scandinavian lore, trolls were believed to be both feared
and respected, representing the wild forces that challenged human
civilization.

Trolls were not uniformly evil; their characteristics varied widely across
regions and stories. Some accounts portrayed them as slow-witted but
immensely strong, while others described them as malevolent beings capable of
magic and transformation. Importantly, trolls were often associated with the
natural landscape—the rocky outcrops, dense forests, and fjords of
Norway—making them symbolic guardians or spirits of the wilderness.

The Role of Trolls in Norse Mythology

In Norse mythology, trolls are closely linked to giants (jötnar), who were
primordial beings often in opposition to the gods. The jötnar and trolls
shared many traits, such as living in remote, wild places and possessing
great strength. While the gods represented order and civilization, trolls
embodied chaos and the untamed wild. This dichotomy reflects the ancient
Norse worldview, where the natural environment was both revered and feared.



The Christianization of Norway introduced new perspectives on trolls, often
casting them as evil creatures or demons opposed to Christian values. This
shift influenced the way trolls were depicted in folklore, increasingly as
antagonists who threatened humans and needed to be outwitted or defeated.

Trolls in Norwegian Folklore and Fairy Tales

The rich tradition of Norwegian folklore is replete with stories featuring
trolls. These tales were passed down orally for generations and later
collected in written form by folklorists such as Peter Christen Asbjørnsen
and Jørgen Moe in the 19th century. Their collections helped preserve and
popularize troll myths, cementing trolls as cultural icons.

Characteristics and Behavior

In traditional Norwegian fairy tales, trolls often appear as solitary
creatures or as part of a troll family living in isolated mountain caves.
They are portrayed as:

Fearful of sunlight, which can turn them to stone.

Slow-witted and easily outsmarted by clever humans.

Territorial beings who guard hidden treasures or sacred places.

Capable of magical feats but vulnerable to human cunning.

These traits reflect a complex relationship between humans and the natural
world: trolls represent nature’s mysteries and dangers, while human
intelligence and resourcefulness triumph over brute strength.

Popular Troll Stories

Many iconic Norwegian tales involve trolls, such as "The Three Billy Goats
Gruff," where a troll threatens to eat the goats crossing his bridge, and
"The Troll with No Heart in His Body," a story about a troll whose heart is
hidden away to make him invincible. These narratives often convey moral
lessons about bravery, wit, and respect for nature.



Symbolism and Cultural Impact of Trolls in
Norway

The history of trolls in Norway is not just a collection of old stories but a
continuous cultural phenomenon. Trolls have evolved from ominous creatures of
myth into endearing symbols of Norwegian identity and folklore heritage.

From Myth to Tourism

In recent decades, trolls have become a major draw for tourism in Norway.
Troll-themed attractions, souvenirs, and art celebrate these mythical beings,
linking the natural beauty of Norway’s landscapes with the enchanting
folklore. The town of Gudvangen, for instance, leverages troll legends to
attract visitors seeking an authentic Norwegian experience.

Trolls in Modern Media

Norwegian trolls have also found their way into contemporary literature,
films, and popular culture. Animated movies, fantasy novels, and even video
games reinterpret troll myths for global audiences, often blending
traditional characteristics with new creative elements. This ongoing
reinterpretation ensures the relevance of troll lore in the 21st century.

Comparative Perspectives: Trolls and Other
Mythical Creatures

While trolls are uniquely Norwegian in many respects, they share similarities
with other mythical creatures across cultures. For example, trolls resemble
giants and ogres in European folklore, creatures that embody the wild,
chaotic forces opposing human order.

However, the distinctly Norwegian environment—characterized by fjords,
mountains, and forests—shapes how trolls are perceived and depicted. Unlike
some monstrous figures in other cultures, Norwegian trolls are deeply
intertwined with the natural landscape, emphasizing themes of nature’s
unpredictability and majesty.

Pros and Cons of Troll Mythology in Cultural
Identity



Pros: Troll mythology enriches Norwegian cultural heritage, fosters
tourism, and provides a unique lens through which to view human-nature
relationships.

Cons: Some critics argue that commercialization risks oversimplifying or
trivializing complex folklore traditions.

Despite these concerns, trolls remain an integral part of Norway’s cultural
narrative, bridging ancient beliefs and modern identity.

The Enduring Legacy of Trolls in Norway

The history of trolls in Norway is a testament to the enduring power of myth
and storytelling. From ancient oral traditions to contemporary media, trolls
have persisted as symbols of the mysterious and wild aspects of nature. Their
stories offer insights into human fears, values, and creativity, reflecting a
society’s evolving relationship with its environment.

As Norway continues to celebrate its folk heritage, trolls will undoubtedly
remain a captivating and multifaceted element of its cultural
landscape—inviting both locals and visitors to explore the shadows and
wonders of the Norwegian wilderness.

History Of Trolls In Norway

  history of trolls in norway: Troll Frid Ingulstad, 1993 How to recognize the many different
types of trolls.
  history of trolls in norway: Trolls John Lindow, 2014-04-15 Trolls lurk under bridges waiting
to eat children, threaten hobbits in Middle-Earth, and invade the dungeons of Hogwarts. Often they
are depicted as stupid, slow, and ugly creatures, but they also appear as comforting characters in
some children’s stories or as plastic dolls with bright, fuzzy hair. Today, the name of this fantastic
being from Scandinavia has found a wider reach: it is the word for the homeless in California and
slang for the antagonizing and sometimes cruel people on the Internet. But how did trolls go from
folktales to the World Wide Web? To explain why trolls still hold our interest, John Lindow goes back
to their first appearances in Scandinavian folklore, where they were beings in nature living beside a
preindustrial society of small-scale farming and fishing. He explores reports of actual encounters
with trolls—meetings others found plausible in spite of their better judgment—and follows trolls’
natural transition from folktales to other domains in popular culture. Trolls, Lindow argues, would
not continue to appeal to our imaginations today if they had not made the jump to illustrations in
Nordic books and Scandinavian literature and drama. From the Moomins to Brothers Grimm and
Three Billy Goats Gruff to cartoons, fantasy novels, and social media, Lindow considers the panoply
of trolls that surround us and their sometimes troubling connotations in the contemporary world.
Taking readers into Norwegian music and film and even Yahoo Finance chat rooms, Trolls is a fun
and fascinating book about these strange creatures.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/history-of-trolls-in-norway.pdf


  history of trolls in norway: Books in Early Modern Norway Gina Dahl, 2011-07-12 During
recent decades much has been written about early modern book distribution, but until now Norway
has been absent from the discussion. Drawing on book listings, this study seeks to fill this lacuna by
exploring the market for books in early modern Norway. Its approach is multifaceted: consideration
of the types of books accessed by different elements of Norwegian society is set alongside
developments within the book market itself, such as the extended life of popular books, the gradual
replacement of Latin by the vernacular and the rise in the eighteenth century in the number of books
available on the market. The study demonstrates the internationality of the Norwegian book market
while acknowledging specific patterns that determine its Norwegian character.
  history of trolls in norway: Trolls Alicia Z. Klepeis, 2016-07-15 For centuries, the myths of
trolls have fascinated and frightened people young and old. Originating in the time of the Vikings,
trolls have been constant figures of mythology since the very first troll story. Their lore has evolved
and developed over time, but their representations, especially across Scandinavian culture, have
lasted to the present day. This book explains the history of troll lore throughout the ages, examines
other troll folktales from around the world, and even explores how the troll persists in today�s
society.
  history of trolls in norway: A History of Norway Karen Larsen, 2015-12-08 A distinguished
one-volume history of Norway, from the Vikings through the Resistance of World War II. Full,
objective, and thoroughly readable history, rich in content.... The result is a well-rounded treatment
of Norwegian life—political, religious, economic, and intellectual—during the long centuries.... Easily
the most important history of Norway in the English language since Gjerset.—N. Y. Times Originally
published in 1948. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  history of trolls in norway: History of Norwegian Literature Theodore Jorgenson, 1970 A
history designed for college students, the author's objective being an account sufficiently brief to
offer no difficulty from the point of view of time, & yet detailed enough to be convenient as a work of
reference. Considerable space is given to modern literature. An indispensable book.--NEW
REPUBLIC. A big book on a big theme.--NEW YORK TIMES. A real contribution.--YALE REVIEW.
  history of trolls in norway: Folktales of Norway Reidar Christiansen, 2016-05-19 Often lacking
the clear episodic structure of folktales about talking animals and magic objects, legends grow from
retellings of personal experiences. Christiansen isolated some seventy-seven legend types, and many
of these are represented here in absorbing stories of St. Olaf, hidden treasures, witches, and spirits
of the air, water, and earth. The ugly, massively strong, but slow-witted trolls are familiar to
English-speaking readers. Less well-known, but the subject of an enormous number of legends, are
the more manlike yet sinister huldre-folk who live in houses and try to woo human girls. These tales
reflect the wildness of Norway, its mountains, forests, lakes, and sea, and the stalwart character of
its sparse population. The translation is excellent, retaining the traditional Norwegian style . . . the
tales themselves will also appeal to the interested layman.—Library Journal
  history of trolls in norway: The Rough Guide to Norway Phil Lee, 2013-12-19 The Rough
Guide to Norway is the definitive guide to Scandinavia's most inspiring country. You'll find insider
tips on where the locals spend their time,as well as advice on how to make your money go further.
This 6th edition features all-new colour photography on every region, as well as extended sections
on Svalbard and Spitsbergen, winter and summer adventure activities and Norwegian flora and
fauna. The chapter on Oslo now makes it easier than ever to visit this buzzing, style-conscious
capital set on the doorstep of stunning alpine landscapes. You'll also find plenty of advice on visits to
Viking settlements, great art and historical museums, and the Arctic wilderness, as well as expanded
information on exploring the country via the Hurtigruten Coastal Steamer. At every step, the Rough



Guide to Norway steers you to the best hotels, cafés, restaurants and shops across every price
range, giving you clear, balanced reviews and honest, first-hand opinions from authors who know
their herring from their lutefisk. Originally published in print in 2012. Now available in ePub format.
  history of trolls in norway: Trolls Gail Barbara Stewart, 2011-08 Trolls are the fiercest,
ugliest, and most feared creatures in Scandinavian mythology. They live under bridges, in
mountains, and deep forests--but no matter where they reside, they have always presented a threat
to humans who cross their path. Besides learning the history behind troll folklore, readers will hear
the most frightening of the old tales and see how new types of trolls are still found in literature,
gaming, and movies.
  history of trolls in norway: The Carlsberg Story Ditlev Tamm, 2020-08-25 This book offers a
comprehensive business history of one of the largest global brewing companies. By combining
industrial history with insights from corporate management and strategy, it reveals the success story
of a family-owned company that has achieved a market-leading position worldwide. The author
provides deep insights into the founding of the modern Danish brewery by J.C. Jacobsen Carlsberg in
1847, the company’s subsequent rapid success, the relationship between brewing and science, and
the importance of the Danish scientist H.C. Ørsted in establishing this relationship. Readers will also
learn about the founder’s son, Carl Jacobsen, and the tensions between him and his father; the
establishment of the Carlsberg Foundation in 1876; and the transfer of J.C. Jacobsen’s breweries to
the foundation in 1888, which makes it likely the oldest managing foundation in Europe. Further
chapters cover business agreements concerning the Danish beer market in the 20th century, the
relations with Tuborg Ltd., the period of occupation in 1940-45, and how Carlsberg finally merged
with - but in reality took over -Tuborg in 1970 and missed out on international business
opportunities in the 1980s and 1990s. It also examines why Carlsberg has pursued an aggressive
expansion strategy since 2000, e.g. by taking over its competitor Scottish and Newcastle together
with Heineken in 2008, and has now become the third largest brewery in the world. This book is a
must-read for anyone interested in the history of brewing and the success factors of one of the
leading global breweries.
  history of trolls in norway: The Drama of History Kristin Gjesdal, 2021 The Drama of History
plumbs the rich relationship between drama and philosophy. Kristin Gjesdal offers a lively and
accessible discussion of the philosophical aspects of Henrik Ibsen's work. She shows how
well-known nineteenth-century philosophers such as Hegel and Nietzsche develop their thoughts in
interaction with the dramatic arts. At the heart of this interaction is a shared interest in exploring
the existential condition of human life as lived and experienced in history. In this sense, Gjesdal
engages philosophy's capacity beyond its narrow academic confines.
  history of trolls in norway: The Rough Guide to Norway (Travel Guide eBook) Rough Guides,
2017-03-30 The Rough Guide to Norway is the ultimate travel guide to Scandinavia's most inspiring
country. There's stunning photography to inspire you, crystal clear maps to guide you and in-depth
coverage on everything from Norway's charmingly laidback cities to the mighty ice-plateaus of
Svalbard's artic wilderness. The Rough Guide to Norway will ensure you make the most of your time
in Norway, whether you are planning a city-break in style-conscious Oslo, a retreat in a stunningly
sited, fjordside hamlet, or an adventurous trip hiking past mountain waterfalls, cross-country skiing
or chasing the elusive northern lights. Insider reviews reveal the best places to eat, drink and sleep
with something for every budget, whether you want to stay in a remote lighthouse or fisherman's
hut, enjoy Bergen's top-notch culinary scene, or have a night out bar-hopping in Norway's buzzing
capital city. Make the most of your trip with The Rough Guide to Norway.
  history of trolls in norway: Icelanders and the Kings of Norway Patricia Pires Boulhosa,
2005-09-01 The book uses sagas and legal texts to re-examine the relations between mediaeval
Icelanders and the Norwegian kings. It demonstrates that the Icelanders - partly subjects of the
king, and partly beyond his power - were ready to negotiate with him for their own benefit, and
presents a methodological re-evaluation of authorial attributions of the sagas and their use as
historical sources. Key to the book is a revisionary analysis of two laws made between the Icelanders



and the kings of Norway: a law probably issued by King Óláfr inn helgi of Norway (1015-1028), and
the purported submission agreements with King Hákon Hákonarson (1217-1263), known as
Gizurarsáttmáli or Gamli sáttmáli. It also analyses the sagas of the fourteenth-century manuscript
Möðruvallabók against the historical context extracted from this legal re-evaluation.
  history of trolls in norway: Historical Dictionary of Norway Terje Leiren, Jan Sjåvik,
2019-10-08 Norway has a thousand year history from the Vikings (750-1100) to modern times.
Historically, a poor country on Europe’s periphery, its natural resources and hardy people have
established a successful modern welfare state. Norway has exploited its natural resources of fish,
water, oil, and gas to become one of Europe’s most successful small states. This second edition of I
contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has
over 300 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations,
religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about Norway.
  history of trolls in norway: The Rough Guide to Norway Rough Guides, 2017-04-18 This
in-depth coverage of Norway's local attractions, sights, and restaurants takes you to the most
rewarding spots-from the Troll Wall to fjords to museums-and stunning color photography brings the
land to life on the pages. Discover Norway's highlights, with expert advice on exploring the best
sites, participating in festivals, and exploring local landmarks through extensive coverage of this
fascinating location. Easy-to-use maps; reliable advice on how to get around; and insider reviews of
the best hotels, restaurants, bars, clubs, and shops for all budgets ensure that you won't miss a
thing. Make the most of your time with The Rough Guide to Norway.
  history of trolls in norway: Tulip's Disappearing Act Virginia K. White, 2022-02-21 What would
you do if you could disappear? Tulip, a friendly troll seeking an adventure and still working on her
disappearing act, is mostly invisible when she is discovered under a bridge by Bossy, a friendly cat
who leads Tulip on a series of adventures, beginning in the chicken coop with an unwanted visitor
and then to the Maywood Celebration where her singing helps her find Swede, her Troll Country
friend who didn’t know she had mostly disappeared in his rucksack.
  history of trolls in norway: A History of Icelandic Literature Stefán Einarsson, 2019-12-01
Originally published in 1957. Stefán Einarsson covers almost a thousand years of Icelandic literature
in tracing the influence of the sagas and eddic poems. The book begins with background on
Icelandic literature, outlining its literary roots in Scandinavia. Following this, Einarsson provides a
thorough survey of Icelandic literature through the 1950s.
  history of trolls in norway: The Scandinavian Troll Frid Ingulstad, 2000-01-01 The
fascinating and humorous world of Scandinavian trolls is revealed in this book.
  history of trolls in norway: Folkloric Horror in Medieval Literature Christopher M. Flavin,
Caitlyn Harris, 2024-12-15 Folkloric Horror in Medieval Literature: New Discussions and
Approaches focuses on the medieval and early modern precursors of what is now frequently
described as Folk Horror. Part of the argument staged in this book stems from an observation that
much of what is currently excluded from the conversation about folk horror, if not all horror
generally, could be considered folkloric or folkloresque in many cases and would be worthy of
inclusion in the discussion. The argument here is that the recurrent use of medieval literature and
tropes as elements of the modern Folk Horror revival in the late twentieth and twenty-first centuries
stems in part from a modern repulsion and fascination with the premodern. It is also an outgrowth of
traditional narrative fascinations with the abject and the rejected sense of past and place which is
present in recognizable forms in premodern literatures globally.
  history of trolls in norway: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009
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