
history of thursday night football
**The History of Thursday Night Football: A Game Changer in NFL
Broadcasting**

history of thursday night football is a fascinating journey that intertwines
sports evolution, broadcasting innovation, and fan culture. For NFL
enthusiasts and casual viewers alike, Thursday Night Football (TNF) has
become a staple in the weekly sports lineup, offering a unique midweek
excitement that reshapes how football is consumed. But how did this prime-
time spectacle come to be? Let’s dive into the origins, development, and
impact of Thursday Night Football, exploring how it transformed the landscape
of American football and television.

The Origins: Early Experiments with Midweek NFL
Games

Before Thursday night became synonymous with football, the NFL's game
schedule was traditionally limited to Sundays, with occasional Monday night
games introduced in the 1970s. The idea of playing on a Thursday night was
initially met with skepticism. Teams, players, and broadcasters had to
consider the challenges of shorter rest periods and viewer habits.

The First Thursday Night Football Game

The concept of Thursday night matchups dates back to 1978 when the NFL first
experimented with a Thursday game between the New York Giants and the St.
Louis Cardinals. However, these games were sporadic and not part of a regular
schedule. It wasn’t until the late 2000s that Thursday night games gained
serious traction as a weekly television event.

Early Television Broadcasts and Challenges

In the early years, the NFL was cautious. Networks worried about ratings and
the impact on Sunday broadcasts. Players and coaches also expressed concerns
about player safety and performance due to reduced recovery time between
games. Despite these hurdles, the NFL recognized the potential for expanding
its prime-time presence and reaching a broader audience.



The Rise of Thursday Night Football as a
Regular Feature

The history of Thursday night football took a major leap forward in 2006 when
the NFL introduced a limited series of Thursday games during the final weeks
of the season. These games were broadcast on the NFL Network, a cable channel
owned by the league, marking a significant shift in how NFL games were
distributed.

2006 to 2013: NFL Network’s Exclusive Thursday Games

During this period, Thursday Night Football games were primarily aired on the
NFL Network, often featuring teams with less national appeal. While the
exclusivity helped promote the network, it limited the audience size compared
to major broadcast networks. This era served as a testing ground for the
viability of Thursday football as a weekly event.

Expansion and Increased Popularity

By 2014, the NFL expanded Thursday Night Football to a full slate of games
throughout the season, not just the final weeks. The league also began
simulcasting some games on CBS and NBC, increasing accessibility and boosting
ratings. This expansion was a response to growing demand and the lucrative
advertising opportunities presented by prime-time football on a weeknight.

Broadcasting Evolution and Media Rights

A critical chapter in the history of Thursday night football is the evolution
of its broadcasting rights, reflecting broader changes in media consumption
and sports broadcasting.

The Role of Major Networks

CBS and NBC’s involvement brought Thursday Night Football to a wider
audience. Their simulcasts alongside NFL Network allowed for higher
production values, top-tier commentary teams, and improved viewer
experiences. This collaboration also helped to legitimize Thursday games as a
prime spot for NFL action.



Amazon Prime Video and the Digital Shift

In 2022, a groundbreaking moment occurred when Amazon Prime Video secured
exclusive rights to Thursday Night Football, marking the NFL’s first foray
into streaming-only broadcasts for a major weekly game. This move
acknowledged the shifting viewing habits toward digital platforms and the
importance of reaching younger, tech-savvy audiences.

Implications for Fans and Advertisers

The streaming transition brought both excitement and challenges. Fans gained
access to high-quality streams with interactive features, but concerns about
accessibility for those without subscriptions or reliable internet emerged.
Advertisers also adapted, leveraging digital data for targeted marketing
during games.

The Impact of Thursday Night Football on the
NFL and Fans

The history of Thursday night football is not just about scheduling and
broadcasting; it’s about how this midweek phenomenon reshaped the NFL
experience.

Changing the Weekly Rhythm of Football

Thursday games introduced a new rhythm to the football week. Fans now
anticipate an early-week showdown, which changes how they engage with the
sport. Fantasy football players, for example, had to adjust their strategies
to account for earlier games that could affect their weekly lineups.

Player Health and Scheduling Concerns

One of the most debated aspects of Thursday night games has been the impact
on player health. Shorter rest periods between Sunday and Thursday games can
increase injury risk and affect performance. The NFL has taken steps to
mitigate these concerns by limiting the number of Thursday games and
scheduling bye weeks strategically.



Fan Experience and Social Engagement

Thursday Night Football has also become a social event, with fans gathering
for midweek parties and bars seeing increased traffic. Social media
engagement peaks during these games, as fans share real-time reactions and
highlights. This increased interaction helps maintain NFL’s prominence in a
crowded entertainment landscape.

Key Milestones in the History of Thursday Night
Football

To better appreciate the journey of Thursday Night Football, here are some
pivotal moments that shaped its development:

1978: First experimental Thursday night NFL game.

2006: NFL Network begins weekly Thursday night broadcasts late in the
season.

2014: Full season Thursday Night Football schedule introduced with
simulcasts on CBS and NBC.

2016: Fox enters as a broadcast partner for Thursday night games.

2022: Amazon Prime Video acquires exclusive streaming rights, marking a
shift to digital-first broadcasts.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Thursday Night
Football

As the NFL continues to adapt to changing viewer preferences and
technological advances, Thursday Night Football stands at the forefront of
innovation. The integration of augmented reality, enhanced analytics, and
interactive fan features on streaming platforms promises to make these games
even more engaging.

Moreover, ongoing discussions about player safety and scheduling balance will
likely influence how Thursday games are structured in the future. The NFL’s
ability to blend tradition with innovation will determine how Thursday Night
Football evolves in the coming years.

Thursday Night Football’s history is a testament to the NFL’s willingness to



experiment and embrace new opportunities. From its tentative beginnings to
its current status as a digital streaming flagship, TNF has reshaped how
football fits into our weekly lives—turning a once-unusual game night into a
celebrated tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did Thursday Night Football first premiere?
Thursday Night Football first premiered in 2006 as a weekly prime-time NFL
broadcast on the NFL Network.

Which network originally broadcast Thursday Night
Football games?
Thursday Night Football games were originally broadcast on the NFL Network
starting in 2006.

How has the broadcasting of Thursday Night Football
evolved over the years?
Thursday Night Football began exclusively on the NFL Network, then expanded
to include simulcasts on CBS, NBC, and Fox, with streaming rights also being
acquired by platforms like Amazon Prime Video in recent years.

Why was Thursday Night Football introduced by the
NFL?
The NFL introduced Thursday Night Football to increase the league's exposure,
create an additional prime-time game each week, and generate more revenue
through broadcasting rights and advertising.

What impact did Thursday Night Football have on NFL
scheduling?
Thursday Night Football added a new prime-time slot to the NFL schedule,
allowing games to be played mid-week, which impacted team preparation times
and introduced a consistent weekly broadcast event.

Who currently holds the broadcasting rights for
Thursday Night Football?
As of 2024, Amazon Prime Video holds the exclusive streaming rights for
Thursday Night Football, with games also simulcast on networks like Fox and
NFL Network.



Additional Resources
History of Thursday Night Football: A Deep Dive into the Evolution of Prime-
Time NFL

history of thursday night football is a fascinating journey that traces the
National Football League’s (NFL) strategic expansion into prime-time
television slots beyond the traditional Sunday and Monday games. Since its
inception, Thursday Night Football (TNF) has transformed from an experimental
broadcast idea into a cornerstone of the NFL’s weekly schedule, influencing
viewer habits, broadcasting rights, and even team preparations. Understanding
this evolution provides insight into how sports broadcasting adapts to market
demands and technological advancements.

Origins and Early Development of Thursday Night
Football

The roots of Thursday Night Football date back to the mid-1970s, although the
concept of midweek NFL games had sporadic appearances before becoming a
regular fixture. Initially, the NFL primarily focused on Sunday afternoon
contests, with Monday Night Football debuting in 1970 as a groundbreaking
prime-time event. However, Thursday games were rare and often used for
special occasions or playoff scenarios.

The first notable foray into regular Thursday games occurred in 2006 when the
NFL introduced a series of Thursday night broadcasts on the NFL Network, a
cable channel launched in 2003. At this stage, the history of Thursday night
football was marked by cautious experimentation, as the league sought to
gauge audience interest in midweek football without disrupting the
established Sunday and Monday viewership.

The Role of NFL Network in Establishing TNF

The NFL Network played a pivotal role in popularizing Thursday Night
Football. By leveraging exclusive rights to some Thursday games starting in
2006, the league tested the waters of cable-exclusive football broadcasts.
This period was instrumental in demonstrating that there was a viable
audience for football outside the traditional weekend schedule.

However, early broadcasts on the NFL Network faced challenges such as limited
distribution and lower ratings compared to Sunday and Monday games. Despite
these hurdles, the network’s commitment to Thursday games laid the groundwork
for the NFL’s broader media strategy, including partnerships with major
broadcasters.



Broadcasting Rights and Media Partnerships

The history of Thursday night football cannot be separated from the shifting
landscape of broadcasting rights and media partnerships. Over the years, the
NFL has collaborated with a variety of networks to maximize the reach and
profitability of TNF.

From Cable to Network Television

Initially exclusive to NFL Network, Thursday games expanded their audience
through simulcasts on network television. In 2014, CBS and NBC began sharing
broadcasting duties with the NFL Network, marking a significant shift from
cable-only broadcasts to broader national exposure.

This move was driven by the NFL’s recognition of the substantial advertising
revenue and larger viewership that network television could generate. The
partnership between NFL Network and CBS, for example, allowed games to be
accessible to millions more viewers, elevating the profile and commercial
success of Thursday Night Football.

Recent Deals and Streaming Innovations

In recent years, the history of Thursday night football has also incorporated
the rise of digital streaming platforms. Amazon Prime Video, for instance,
secured exclusive streaming rights starting in 2022, highlighting the NFL’s
adaptation to changing consumer behaviors.

This integration of streaming services represents a key development in how
Thursday Night Football reaches audiences. It introduces new opportunities
and challenges, such as negotiating rights fees, addressing blackout
restrictions, and ensuring a seamless viewing experience across devices.

Impact on Teams and Player Performance

While Thursday Night Football has been a boon for fans and broadcasters, it
has sparked debate regarding its impact on the players and teams involved.

Short Turnaround and Injury Concerns

One of the primary criticisms surrounding TNF is the condensed schedule it
imposes on teams. Playing on Thursday means only a four-day rest period after
a Sunday game, which can affect player recovery and preparation time. This



short turnaround has been linked to increased risks of injuries and
diminished performance, especially for teams with physically demanding Sunday
matchups.

Research and player feedback have consistently highlighted these concerns,
prompting discussions within the NFL about potential scheduling adjustments.
Despite these issues, the league continues to prioritize Thursday games due
to their financial and promotional benefits.

Competitive Balance and Game Quality

Another aspect of the history of Thursday night football is the question of
competitive balance. Some analysts argue that the limited rest period can
skew game outcomes, giving an unfair advantage to teams that had a bye week
or did not play the previous Sunday.

However, others contend that Thursday games add excitement and
unpredictability to the NFL schedule, challenging coaches and players to
adapt swiftly. The league has experimented with various scheduling formats to
mitigate disadvantages, such as rotating teams’ Thursday appearances and
avoiding back-to-back Thursday games.

Fan Reception and Television Ratings

The reception of Thursday Night Football by fans and its television ratings
have evolved alongside the league’s strategic efforts.

Initial Skepticism and Growing Popularity

When Thursday Night Football first appeared as a regular feature, many fans
were skeptical. Concerns ranged from disrupting traditional viewing habits to
doubts about game quality given the shorter rest periods for players. Early
ratings reflected this hesitancy, with viewership numbers trailing behind
Sunday and Monday games.

Over time, however, the NFL successfully cultivated a dedicated Thursday
night audience. The convenience of a midweek game for many viewers, combined
with aggressive marketing and high-profile matchups, contributed to rising
ratings. By the late 2010s, Thursday games regularly attracted tens of
millions of viewers, ranking among the top prime-time sporting events weekly.

Criticism and Broadcast Challenges



Despite its popularity, Thursday Night Football has faced criticism related
to the quality of broadcasts and game presentation. Some fans and
commentators lamented inconsistent production values, especially during the
NFL Network’s early tenure with TNF.

Moreover, the proliferation of games and the pressure to deliver compelling
matchups every week sometimes led to mismatches or less competitive games,
which could dampen viewer enthusiasm. The NFL responded by refining its
broadcast team selections and improving production techniques, including
incorporating advanced analytics and enhanced camera angles.

Thursday Night Football in the Broader NFL
Landscape

Thursday Night Football has become an integral component of the NFL’s overall
strategy to maximize exposure and revenue.

Economic and Marketing Significance

TNF games generate substantial advertising revenue, often commanding premium
rates due to their prime-time placement and dedicated audience. The league
leverages these broadcasts to engage sponsors, promote its digital platforms,
and drive fan engagement throughout the week.

Additionally, Thursday games offer opportunities for cross-promotional events
and community outreach, enhancing the NFL’s brand presence. The timing of
these games also aligns with fantasy football deadlines, creating added
interest among the growing population of fantasy sports participants.

Scheduling Trends and Future Prospects

Looking forward, the history of Thursday night football suggests continued
evolution. The NFL is exploring ways to balance player welfare with
commercial interests, possibly by adjusting the number of Thursday games or
their placement within the season.

Advances in technology and streaming will likely play a larger role in how
TNF is delivered, potentially incorporating interactive features and
personalized viewing experiences. The league’s willingness to innovate while
respecting the game’s traditions will shape the ongoing narrative of Thursday
Night Football.

The journey of Thursday Night Football from a tentative experiment to a
mainstay of the NFL schedule reflects the dynamic interplay between sports,



media, and audience preferences. Its history underscores the NFL’s adeptness
at adapting to changing landscapes while navigating the complexities inherent
in prime-time sports broadcasting.

History Of Thursday Night Football

  history of thursday night football: Strategic Sport Communication, 2E Pedersen, Paul M.,
Laucella, Pamela, Kian, Edward, Geurin, Andrea, 2016-08-05 Strategic Sport Communication,
Second Edition, presents a standard framework that introduces readers to the many ways in which
individuals, media outlets, and sport organizations work to create, disseminate, and manage
messages to their constituents.
  history of thursday night football: Strategic Sport Communication Paul M. Pedersen,
Pamela C. Laucella, Edward (Ted) M. Kian, Andrea N. Geurin, 2016-10-04 Strategic Sport
Communication, Second Edition, explores the sport industry’s exciting and multifaceted segment of
sport communication. With communication theory, sport literature, and insight from the industry’s
leading professionals, the text presents a standard framework that introduces readers to the many
ways in which individuals, media outlets, and sport organizations work to create, disseminate, and
manage messages to their constituents. The team of international authors has drawn on its extensive
practical, academic, and leadership experiences to update and revitalize this second edition of
Strategic Sport Communication. Using the industry-defining standard of the Strategic Sport
Communication Model (SSCM), the text explores sport communication in depth and then frames the
three major components of the field: personal and organizational communication, sport media, and
sport communication services and support. Readers will discover how each aspect of this segment of
the sport industry is integral to the management, marketing, and operational goals at all levels of
sport organizations. The second edition includes the following enhancements: • A new, expanded
chapter titled Integrated Marketing Communication in Sport allows students to explore modern
marketing strategy. • Substantial updates and new information on multiple social media platforms
throughout the book elucidate the latest trends. • “Sport Communication at Work” sidebars and
“Profile of a Sport Communicator” features apply topics and theoretical concepts to real-world
situations. • Key terms, learning objectives, and chapter wrap-ups with review questions, discussion
questions, and individual exercises keep readers engaged and focused. • An expanded ancillary
package provides tools for instructors to use in course preparation and presentation. The content is
complemented by photos throughout and organized in an easy-to-read style. Part I of the book
introduces sport communication by defining the scope of study, examining roles and functions of
sport communication professionals, and looking at the history and growth of the field. Part II dives
into the SSCM, which provides a macro-view of the three main components of communication in
sport. This section also addresses digital and mobile communications, public relations and crisis
communication, and sport research. Part III addresses sociocultural issues and legal aspects of sport
communication, including culture, gender, sex, race, ethnicity, and politics. Throughout the text,
individual exercises, group activities, review questions, and discussion questions promote
comprehension for a variety of learning styles. With Strategic Sport Communication, Second Edition,
readers will be introduced to the vast and varied field of sport communication. The framework of the
SSCM prepares readers with foundational and theoretical knowledge so they are able to understand
the workings of, and ultimately contribute to, the rapidly growing field of sport communication.
  history of thursday night football: The Toynbee Record , 1905
  history of thursday night football: Sports Broadcasting Kevin Hull, 2022 This
undergraduate textbook provides students with the information and skills needed to be a
well-rounded sports television or radio broadcaster. Students will learn how to write for broadcast,

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/history-of-thursday-night-football.pdf


shoot and edit video, and prepare for all the additional tasks needed along the way--
  history of thursday night football: The Synchronized Society Randall Patnode, 2023-03-17
The Synchronized Society traces the history of the synchronous broadcast experience of the
twentieth century and the transition to the asynchronous media that dominate in the twenty-first
century, with particular attention to the rise and fall of the schedule and the water cooler
conversations that accompanied it.
  history of thursday night football: A Crime of Poison Nancy Haddock, 2017-12-05 The
Silver Six are known for their arts and crafts—but they’re about to be tested in the art of catching a
crafty killer. It’s early October, time for the Fall Folk Art Festival and Bake Sale in Lilyvale,
Arkansas. Every business along the town square will benefit from the event, including the craft store
run by Leslee Stanton Nix—aka Nixy—and the Silver Six, a group of retirees. In charge of making
the festival go smoothly, Nixy is confident that it will be a success. But things become knotty when
local troublemaker Cornell Lewis is found dead with a plate of Snickerdoodles from the bake sale.
Two members of the Silver Six are accused of cooking up a murder plot, but Nixy knows that the
cookies weren’t literally to die for. With time running out, Nixy and company must catch the actual
killer...before the Silver Six find their number permanently reduced to four.
  history of thursday night football: Touchdown Gerald R. Gems, Gertrud Pfister, 2017-09-30
American football is the most popular, and controversial, sport in the United States, and a massive
industry. The NFL’s revenues are over $13 billion annually. The Super Bowl is watched by half of US
television households and is televised in over 150 countries. Touchdown: An American Obsession is
the first comprehensive guide to the history and culture of the sport, covering US college football as
well as professional football worldwide. The editors and authors are among the world’s leading
sports scholars. They cover race, ethnicity, religion, gender, social class, and globalization, as well
as recent scandals and controversies, the importance of television, and the art and aesthetics of the
game. Touchdown: An American Obsession is a readable, authoritative guide for Americans as well
as an introduction for people around the world.
  history of thursday night football: The Smart Girl's Guide to Sports Liz Hartman Musiker,
2008-07-29 A fun and accessible introduction to the wide world of sports For every woman who feels
out of her league when her signifi cant other spends nights glued to ESPN or when “the guys” talk
sports at work, The Smart Girl’s Guide to Sports is here to level the playing field. A crash course in
football, baseball, basketball, hockey, golf, boxing, soccer, and car racing, this couch-side companion
explains the basics of each game, profiles who’s who, defines key terms, and arms readers with
enough trivia to talk sports through extra innings. With this female-friendly handbook, sports-shy
women everywhere can step off the sidelines and get into the game.
  history of thursday night football: The Fast Track Jane McManus, 2025-02-21 This book
looks at the business of women's sports, including broadcasting, pay, unions, merchandising,
leagues, investments, and endorsements, to document ways that it has been undervalued relative to
its potential and identify areas for improvement. The author interviews stakeholders across the
industry and presents data--
  history of thursday night football: Strategic Sport Communication Paul Mark Pedersen,
Pamela C. Laucella, Edward Kian, Andrea N. Geurin, 2021 This book explores the multifaceted
segment of sport communication. This text presents a standard framework that introduces readers
to the many ways in which individuals, media outlets, and sport organizations work to create,
disseminate, and manage messages to their constituents--
  history of thursday night football: A Minute of Vision for Men Roger Patterson,
2016-12-06 Do you have a vision for your life? All of us need a compelling vision to live for. Scripture
says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Today, so many of us are living on autopilot
instead of engaging the battle of living up to our God-given potential. We lack a vision for life. Too
often, we settle for less than what is best for us, our families, and our careers. We struggle with
pinpointing our purpose in life. A Minute of Vision for Men is an investment in a different sort of
life—one with vision, purpose, and integrity. This book will help you connect with your purpose. It’s



written so that you can start your day on the right foot, focused on what matters the most. Start
each day with a potent, daily dose of vision for your life.
  history of thursday night football: Slash Hunter Shea, 2019-10-24 “Shea’s latest exemplifies
the best of the genre. Booklist Starred Review Five years after Ashley King survived the infamous
Resort Massacre, she’s found hanging in her basement by her fiancé, Todd Matthews. She left
behind clues as to what really happened that night, clues that may reveal the identity of the killer
the press has called The Wraith. With the help of his friends, Todd goes back to the crumbling
Hayden Resort, a death-tinged ruin in the Catskills Mountains. What they find is a haunted history
that’s been lying in wait for a fresh set of victims. The Wraith is back, and he’s nothing what they
expected. FLAME TREE PRESS is the new fiction imprint of Flame Tree Publishing. Launched in
2018 the list brings together brilliant new authors and the more established; the award winners, and
exciting, original voices.
  history of thursday night football: Stories of Sports Crystal L. Beach, Katie Shepherd
Dredger, Katherin Garland, Cathy Leogrande, 2021-03-12 Stories of Sports: Critical Literacy in
Media Production, Consumption, and Dissemination discusses how media demonstrates privilege,
policing, stereotypes, confirmation bias, and objectification in a world where the role of athletics in
Western society speaks to privilege and power. Contributors use a critical media lens to analyze
texts, including newspapers, magazines, film, television, social media, and sportscasts to
demonstrate to readers the ways in which sports stories reinforce or disrupt patterns of power and
the ways that power is enacted. This book questions the role of the sports-industrial complex in our
society and argues that, while healthy competition and physical health can come from bodily
exertion, corruption can contaminate these benefits with the wielding of influence and the
acquisition of cultural and financial capital. Contributors examine how the ways that resources are
allocated, the coverage of certain sports and athletes, and how viewers view competitive arenas
speak to power and privilege in ways that can affect both athletes and athletic stakeholders,
highlighting the importance of critically examining sports media. Scholars of media studies and
sports will find this book particularly useful.
  history of thursday night football: The Dancer's Voice Rumya Sree Putcha, 2022-11-11 In The
Dancer’s Voice Rumya Sree Putcha theorizes how the Indian classical dancer performs the complex
dynamics of transnational Indian womanhood. Putcha argues that the public persona of the Indian
dancer has come to represent India in the global imagination—a representation that supports caste
hierarchies and Hindu ethnonationalism, as well as white supremacist model minority narratives.
Generations of Indian women have been encouraged to embody the archetype of the dancer,
popularized through film cultures from the 1930s to the present. Through analyses of films,
immigration and marriage laws, histories of caste and race, advertising campaigns, and her own
family’s heirlooms, photographs, and memories, Putcha reveals how women’s citizenship is based on
separating their voices from their bodies. In listening closely to and for the dancer’s voice, she offers
a new way to understand the intersections of body, voice, performance, caste, race, gender, and
nation.
  history of thursday night football: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Rock
Songwriters Wikipedia contributors,
  history of thursday night football: Principles and Practice of Sport Management Lisa
Pike Masteralexis, Carol A. Barr, Mary Hums, 2018-08-31 Updated and revised with the latest data
in the field, Principles and Practice of Sport Management, Sixth Edition provides students with the
foundation they need to prepare for a variety of sport management careers. Intended for use in
introductory sport management courses at the undergraduate level, the focus of the Sixth Edition is
to provide an overview of the sport industry and cover basic fundamental knowledge and skill sets of
the sport manager, as well as to provide information on sport industry segments for potential
employment and career opportunities.
  history of thursday night football: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American Players of
American Football Wikipedia contributors,



  history of thursday night football: Texas and Texans in World War II Christopher B. Bean,
2022-08-24 Texans in World War II offers an informative look at the challenges and changes faced
by Texans on the home front during the Second World War. This collection of essays by leading
scholars of Texas history covers topics from the African American and Tejano experience to
organized labor, from the expanding opportunities for women to the importance of oil and
agriculture. Texans in World War II makes local the frequently studied social history of wartime,
bringing it home to Texas. An eye-opening read for Texans eager to learn more about this defining
era in their state’s history, this book will also prove deeply informative for scholars, students, and
general readers seeking detailed, definitive information about World War II and its implications for
daily life, economic growth, and social and political change in the Lone Star State.
  history of thursday night football: The Football Game That Changed America Dennis
Deninger, 2024-09-03 A fascinating history of the Super Bowl and its massive impact on the sports
world and beyond. The Super Bowl has changed what was just another wintry Sunday into America's
unofficial holiday. It's the biggest entertainment event of the year. It's the most important
advertising event of the year. It is the biggest gambling event of the year. More Americans watch
this game than vote in presidential elections. How did this all happen? In The Football Game That
Changed America, Dennis Deninger reveals how the Super Bowl went from almost being canceled
after its first two years to becoming an ingrained part of American life. He tells the story of how this
colossal event came to be-including the challenges, stumbles, and amusing surprises along the
way-and details the game's incredible impact well beyond the sports world, touching virtually every
facet of life in the United States. Featuring colorful characters, bold rivals, and twists of fate, The
Football Game That Changed America brings the history, growth, and future of the Super Bowl to
life. It's a captivating deep dive into a sporting event like no other.
  history of thursday night football: The Complete Directory to Prime Time Network and
Cable TV Shows, 1946-Present Tim Brooks, Earle F. Marsh, 2009-06-24 AMERICA’S #1
BESTSELLING TELEVISION BOOK WITH MORE THAN HALF A MILLION COPIES IN PRINT– NOW
REVISED AND UPDATED! PROGRAMS FROM ALL SEVEN COMMERCIAL BROADCAST
NETWORKS, MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED CABLE NETWORKS, PLUS ALL MAJOR SYNDICATED
SHOWS! This is the must-have book for TV viewers in the new millennium–the entire history of
primetime programs in one convenient volume. It’s a guide you’ll turn to again and again for
information on every series ever telecast. There are entries for all the great shows, from evergreens
like The Honeymooners, All in the Family, and Happy Days to modern classics like 24, The Office,
and Desperate Housewives; all the gripping sci-fi series, from Captain Video and the new Battle Star
Galactica to all versions of Star Trek; the popular serials, from Peyton Place and Dallas to Dawson’s
Creek and Ugly Betty; the reality show phenomena American Idol, Survivor, and The Amazing Race;
and the hits on cable, including The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Top Chef, The Sopranos, Curb
Your Enthusiasm, Project Runway, and SpongeBob SquarePants. This comprehensive guide lists
every program alphabetically and includes a complete broadcast history, cast, and engaging plot
summary–along with exciting behind-the-scenes stories about the shows and the stars. MORE THAN
500 ALL-NEW LISTINGS from Heroes and Grey’s Anatomy to 30 Rock and Nip/Tuck UPDATES ON
CONTINUING SHOWS such as CSI, Gilmore Girls, The Simpsons, and The Real World EXTENSIVE
CABLE COVERAGE with more than 1,000 entries, including a description of the programming on
each major cable network AND DON’T MISS the exclusive and updated “Ph.D. Trivia Quiz” of 200
questions that will challenge even the most ardent TV fan, plus a streamlined guide to TV-related
websites for those who want to be constantly up-to-date SPECIAL FEATURES! • Annual program
schedules at a glance for the past 61 years • Top-rated shows of each season • Emmy Award winners
• Longest-running series • Spin-off series • Theme songs • A fascinating history of TV “This is the
Guinness Book of World Records . . . the Encyclopedia Britannica of television!” –TV Guide
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