golden child david henry hwang

Golden Child David Henry Hwang: A Deep Dive into the Acclaimed Playwright’s Iconic Work

golden child david henry hwang is a phrase that resonates deeply within the world of contemporary
theater, particularly among those who appreciate nuanced explorations of identity, culture, and family
dynamics. David Henry Hwang, an influential Asian-American playwright, crafted "Golden Child" as a
powerful narrative that delves into the complexities of tradition and modernity, East and West, and the
generational tensions that arise within immigrant families. This article will explore the significance of

"Golden Child," Hwang’s artistic vision, and the play’s enduring impact on audiences and theater alike.

Understanding Golden Child David Henry Hwang’s Masterpiece

David Henry Hwang’s "Golden Child" is much more than just a play; it’'s a compelling dialogue about
cultural identity and transformation. Premiering in the late 1990s, the work draws heavily on Hwang’s
signature themes: the intersection of Eastern and Western values, assimilation struggles, and the

intricate ties that bind family members through love and conflict.

The Plot and Its Cultural Context

"Golden Child" tells the story of a Chinese family living in the early 20th century, focusing on the
patriarch’s struggle to reconcile his traditional beliefs with the changing world around him. The play
vividly portrays the clash between old customs and new ideas, as the younger generation begins to

adopt Western ways, challenging the established order.

This narrative is not just a family drama; it’s a microcosm of the immigrant experience. Hwang uses

the characters to highlight how cultural heritage can both enrich and complicate personal identity,



especially when confronted with the pressures of modernization and diaspora.

Exploring Themes of Identity and Assimilation

One of the core themes in "Golden Child" is the tension between preserving cultural roots and
embracing change. Hwang skillfully illustrates this through the characters’ internal and external

conflicts. For instance, the play examines:
e Generational gaps: Differences in worldview between parents and children raised in drastically
different environments.

* Gender roles and expectations: The traditional roles assigned within Chinese culture and how

they are questioned by the younger generation.

¢ Modernity versus tradition: The push and pull between maintaining heritage and adapting to new

societal norms.

These themes resonate not only with Asian-American audiences but with anyone navigating the

complexities of cultural identity in a globalized world.

David Henry Hwang’s Artistic Journey and Influence

To fully appreciate "Golden Child," it’s important to understand its creator, David Henry Hwang. As one
of the most prominent Asian-American playwrights, Hwang has spent his career challenging

stereotypes and expanding the representation of Asian voices in American theater.



Early Career and Breakthroughs

Hwang first gained widespread recognition with his groundbreaking play "M. Butterfly," which won
multiple awards and established him as a formidable storyteller. His works often explore issues of

race, identity, and cultural misunderstanding, themes that culminate powerfully in "Golden Child."

His unique ability to blend humor, pathos, and sharp social commentary allows audiences to engage
with complex topics in an accessible way. This talent is evident in how "Golden Child" balances

emotional depth with cultural critique.

The Impact of Golden Child on Asian-American Theater

"Golden Child" holds a special place in Asian-American theater history. It was one of the first plays to
portray the immigrant experience with nuance and authenticity, avoiding the simplistic or exoticized
portrayals common in earlier works. This authenticity helped pave the way for more diverse stories and

voices to be heard on stage.

Moreover, the play’s success demonstrated that stories rooted in specific cultural experiences can
have universal appeal. This realization encouraged theaters and producers to invest in Asian-American

narratives, contributing to a richer and more inclusive theatrical landscape.

Why Golden Child David Henry Hwang Remains Relevant Today

More than two decades after its debut, "Golden Child" continues to be revived and studied, proving its
lasting relevance. The themes Hwang explores—identity, belonging, and cultural transformation—are as

pertinent now as they were when the play was first written.



Lessons for Contemporary Audiences

In today’s world, where conversations about immigration, multiculturalism, and identity politics are
increasingly prominent, "Golden Child" offers valuable insights. The play encourages empathy by

showing how individuals navigate complex cultural terrains and familial expectations.
For playwrights and storytellers, it serves as an example of how to create work that is both deeply

personal and broadly resonant. For audiences, it offers a window into the lived experiences of Asian-

Americans, fostering understanding and dialogue.

How to Experience Golden Child

If you’re interested in exploring "Golden Child," there are several ways to engage with this important

work:

¢ Attend a live performance: Many regional theaters and university drama departments periodically

stage productions of "Golden Child."

* Read the script: The play is widely available in print and can offer a rich literary experience.

¢ Join discussions or workshops: Many theaters host post-show talks or educational programs

centered on Hwang’s work, which deepen understanding.

These options provide different avenues to appreciate the play’s layered storytelling and cultural

significance.



David Henry Hwang’s Legacy Beyond Golden Child

While "Golden Child" is a standout work, it’s part of a larger body of writing that defines David Henry
Hwang’s contribution to American theater. His ongoing commitment to truthful and complex depictions

of Asian-American life continues to influence a new generation of artists.

Continued Exploration of Identity

Hwang’s later works build upon themes introduced in "Golden Child," addressing contemporary issues
such as globalization, diaspora, and the evolving nature of cultural identity. His voice remains critical in

conversations about representation and diversity in the arts.

Encouraging New Voices

Beyond his writing, Hwang has been active in mentoring emerging playwrights and advocating for
greater inclusion in theater. His impact extends beyond his own creations, shaping the future of

storytelling in profound ways.

Golden Child David Henry Hwang is more than a play title or a playwright’s name—it represents a
pivotal moment in theater where cultural narratives gained new depth and visibility. For anyone
interested in the intersections of culture, identity, and family, exploring Hwang’s work offers not only

artistic enjoyment but also meaningful insights into the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is David Henry Hwang?

David Henry Hwang is an acclaimed American playwright known for his work exploring Asian American

identity and cultural conflicts.

What is 'Golden Child" by David Henry Hwang about?

'Golden Child' is a play by David Henry Hwang that explores the tension between tradition and

modernity within a Chinese family during the early 20th century.

When was 'Golden Child' first performed?

'Golden Child' premiered in 1998 at the Joseph Papp Public Theater in New York City.

What themes does 'Golden Child' address?

'‘Golden Child' addresses themes such as cultural assimilation, family dynamics, tradition versus
change, and the clash between Western and Eastern values.

Has 'Golden Child' won any awards?

'Golden Child' was nominated for the 1998 Tony Award for Best Play and won the Lucille Lortel Award

for Outstanding Play.

What is the significance of the title 'Golden Child'?

The title 'Golden Child' refers to the favored child within a family, symbolizing cultural expectations and
the burden of carrying family honor and tradition.

How does 'Golden Child' reflect David Henry Hwang's style?

The play reflects Hwang's signature style by combining cultural critique with personal drama, often

focusing on Asian American experiences and identity struggles.



Where can | watch or read 'Golden Child'?

'Golden Child' scripts can be found in bookstores or libraries, and performances are occasionally

staged by theaters focusing on Asian American works or contemporary drama.

Why is 'Golden Child' still relevant today?

'‘Golden Child' remains relevant as it explores universal issues of cultural identity, family expectations,

and the challenges of balancing tradition with modernity, topics that continue to resonate globally.

Additional Resources

Golden Child David Henry Hwang: A Deep Dive into the Playwright’s Impact and Legacy

golden child david henry hwang stands as a notable work in the oeuvre of one of America’s most
influential Asian American playwrights. David Henry Hwang’s exploration of identity, culture, and family
dynamics has been a hallmark of his career, and Golden Child exemplifies these themes with a
nuanced narrative that resonates across different audiences. This article examines the significance of

Golden Child within Hwang’s body of work, its thematic richness, and its broader cultural implications.

Understanding Golden Child by David Henry Hwang

Golden Child premiered in 1998 and is often regarded as a pivotal piece that showcases Hwang’s
mature voice as a dramatist. The play is set in early 20th-century China and follows the complex
interactions between Western influences and traditional Chinese values through the lens of a family
undergoing profound change. This historical and cultural backdrop provides a fertile ground for Hwang

to dissect issues of assimilation, modernization, and generational tension.

Unlike some of his earlier works, which sometimes leaned heavily on confrontations of racial identity

and stereotyping, Golden Child adopts a more introspective approach. The characters are layered and



multifaceted, offering audiences an intimate look at the consequences of cultural collision on personal
relationships. It is this balance of the personal and political that elevates Golden Child within Hwang’s

repertoire.

Thematic Exploration in Golden Child

At the core of Golden Child is the exploration of tradition versus modernity. The protagonist, a Chinese
father named Eng Tieng-Bin, grapples with the desire to preserve his family’s customs while also
confronting the allure of Western progress, embodied by a Christian missionary. This dynamic serves
as a metaphor for the larger societal shifts occurring in China and, by extension, other post-colonial

societies wrestling with Western influence.

Another significant theme is the role of women in traditional societies. The play shines a light on the
conflicting expectations placed on women, particularly through the character of Eng Tieng-Bin’s wife
and children. Hwang’s portrayal avoids caricature, instead revealing the nuanced struggles faced by

women caught between duty and agency.

Furthermore, Golden Child examines the immigrant experience in a subtle yet profound manner.
Although the play is set in China, its themes echo the challenges faced by Asian American
communities navigating identity in a predominantly Western society. This intersection of cultural
heritage and adaptation is a recurring motif in Hwang’s work, making Golden Child resonate beyond its

immediate historical setting.

David Henry Hwang’s Style and Contribution to Theater

David Henry Hwang is widely recognized for his pioneering contributions to Asian American theater.
His work often confronts issues of race, identity, and cultural conflict, challenging stereotypes and
expanding representation on the American stage. Golden Child exemplifies his ability to weave

complex narratives that invite audiences to engage with difficult questions without offering simplistic



answers.

Hwang’s writing style in Golden Child is characterized by sharp dialogue and carefully constructed
scenes that build emotional tension. The language reflects both the formality of traditional settings and
the urgency of change, creating a dynamic theatrical experience. His use of symbolism and metaphor

enriches the narrative, allowing for multiple layers of interpretation.

In the broader context of Asian American literature, Hwang’s influence cannot be overstated. Golden
Child, alongside works like M. Butterfly, has helped bring Asian narratives into mainstream theater,
challenging audiences to reconsider preconceived notions. His success has paved the way for newer

generations of playwrights exploring cultural hybridity and identity.

Comparative Context: Golden Child and Other Works by Hwang

When juxtaposed with David Henry Hwang’s other major plays, Golden Child presents a unique blend
of historical drama and family saga. For example, M. Butterfly tackles themes of espionage, gender,
and East-West relations with a more contemporary and provocative edge. In contrast, Golden Child

roots itself deeply in the past, using historical context to explore timeless human conflicts.

Another notable difference lies in the emotional tone. Golden Child tends toward a more reflective and
somber mood, focusing on the intimate repercussions of cultural change, whereas plays like Yellow
Face incorporate satire and irony to critique racial politics. This tonal variation demonstrates Hwang’s

versatility and his ability to adapt his narrative voice to suit the story’s needs.

Moreover, Golden Child’s emphasis on family as a microcosm for social change aligns with broader
trends in Asian American theater, which often foregrounds familial relationships as sites of cultural
negotiation. This focus distinguishes it from more overtly political dramas, offering audiences a more

personal entry point into complex cultural dialogues.



Production History and Critical Reception

Golden Child has seen multiple productions since its debut, including a notable run on Broadway. The
original production was directed by Leigh Silverman and featured a cast that brought authenticity and
depth to the characters. Critics praised the play for its rich storytelling and the way it handled cultural

tensions without resorting to clichés.

Reviews often highlight Hwang’s skillful character development and the play’s ability to balance
historical specificity with universal themes. Some critiques point to moments where the narrative
pacing slows, but overall, Golden Child is considered a significant achievement in Asian American

theater.

The play’s reception also reflects broader shifts in audience interest toward diverse stories and
multicultural narratives. Golden Child’s success helped demonstrate that stories centered on Asian

experiences could attract mainstream attention and critical acclaim.

The Role of Golden Child in Contemporary Theater

In today’s theatrical landscape, Golden Child remains relevant as conversations about representation
and cultural identity continue to evolve. The play’s nuanced portrayal of East-West cultural dynamics
offers valuable insights into ongoing dialogues about globalization, immigration, and the preservation of

heritage.

Educational institutions and theater companies often include Golden Child in their repertoires to foster
discussions about cultural understanding and historical context. Its themes resonate with contemporary

issues such as cultural assimilation, gender roles, and the complexities of family loyalty.

As diversity initiatives in the arts gain momentum, Golden Child serves both as a reminder of progress

made and as a benchmark for further inclusion of Asian American voices in mainstream theater.



Golden Child’s Legacy within Asian American Cultural

Discourse

Golden Child by David Henry Hwang occupies a crucial position in Asian American cultural discourse.
It challenges monolithic representations by presenting characters who embody conflicting identities and
motivations. This complexity enriches the narrative landscape and encourages audiences to move

beyond stereotypes.

Hwang’s portrayal of cultural conflict within a family unit allows for a deeper understanding of the
personal impact of historical events, such as colonialism and missionary influence. The play invites

reflection on how cultural hybridity shapes individual and collective identities.

By addressing themes of gender, tradition, and modernization, Golden Child contributes to a broader
conversation about the evolution of Asian American identity. Its enduring relevance underscores the

importance of storytelling as a tool for empathy and cultural bridge-building.

Through Golden Child, David Henry Hwang continues to affirm his role as a vital voice in American
theater, one that confronts difficult questions with artistry and humanity, fostering greater awareness

and appreciation for Asian American experiences.

Golden Child David Henry Hwang

golden child david henry hwang: Golden Child David Henry Hwang, 1998 A vivid, moving play
in perfect command of its eternal theme of family and change. -Wall Street Journal Written with
insight, compassion, and a sharp eye for the unintended consequences of clashing cultures, Golden
Child is one of Hwang's best works, as entertaining as it is thought-provoking. -Backstage David
Henry Hwang draws on the true stories told to him by his grandmother of his great-grandfather's
break with Confucian tradition by his conversion to Christianity, and the eventual unbinding of his
daughter's feet. A skillfully-told story that engages the emotions as well as the brain, Golden Child
explores the impact of these decisions on each of his great-grandfather's three wives, and
succeeding generations (Entertainment Focus). David Henry Hwang is the author of the Tony
Award-winning M. Butterfly, Yellow Face (OBIE Award, 2008 Pulitzer Prize finalist), Golden Child
(1997 OBIE Award), FOB (1981 OBIE Award), Family Devotions (Drama Desk nomination), and the


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/golden-child-david-henry-hwang.pdf

books for musicals Aida ( co-author), Flower Drum Song (2002 Broadway revival), and Tarzan,
among other works. David Henry Hwang graduated from Stanford University, attended the Yale
School of Drama, and holds honorary degrees from Columbia College in Chicago and The American
Conservatory Theatre. He lives in New York City with his wife, actress Kathryn Layng, and their
children, Noah David and Eva Veanne.

golden child david henry hwang: The GOLDEN Child , 2003

golden child david henry hwang: Playbill for Golden Child by David Henry Hwang,
staged at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Washington, DC, February
22-March 30, 1997. Directed by James Lapine ,

golden child david henry hwang: The Theatre of David Henry Hwang Esther Kim Lee,
2015-12-17 Since the premiere of his play FOB in 1979, the Chinese American playwright David
Henry Hwang has made a significant impact in the U. S. and beyond. The Theatre of David Henry
Hwang provides an in-depth study of his plays and other works in theatre. Beginning with his Trilogy
of Chinese America, Esther Kim Lee traces all major phases of his playwriting career. Utilizing
historical and dramaturgical analysis, she argues that Hwang has developed a unique style of
meta-theatricality and irony in writing plays that are both politically charged and commercially
viable. The book also features three essays written by scholars of Asian American theatre and a
comprehensive list of primary and secondary sources on his oeuvre. This comprehensive study of
Hwang's work follows his career both chronologically and thematically. The first chapter analyzes
Hwang's early plays, Trilogy of Chinese America, in which he explores issues of identity and cultural
assimilation particular to Chinese Americans. Chapter two looks at four plays characterised as
Beyond Chinese America, which examines Hwang's less known plays. Chapter three focuses on M.
Butterfly, which received the Tony Award for Best Play in 1988. In chapter four, Lee explores
Hwang's development as a playwright during the decade of the 1990s with a focus on identity
politics and multiculturalism. Chapter five examines Hwang's playwriting style in depth with a
discussion of Hwang's more recent plays such as Yellow Face and Chinglish. The sixth chapter
features three essays written by leading scholars in Asian American theatre: Josephine Lee on
Flower Drum Song, Dan Bacalzo on Golden Child, and Daphne Lei on Chinglish. The final section
provides a comprehensive compilation of sources: a chronology, a bibliography of Hwang's works,
reviews and critical sources.

golden child david henry hwang: Golden Child David Henry Hwang, 1999 THE STORY: In
the winter of 1918, progressive Chinese landowner Eng Tieng-Bin's interest in Westernization and
Christianity sets off a power struggle among his three wives, which will determine the future of his
daughter, Ahn, Tieng-Bin's favorite,

golden child david henry hwang: UNEXAMINED-EXPLORATION-SUBVERSION The
Representation of Chinese Identity in David Henry Hwang’s plays Bin Xie, 2020-12-10

golden child david henry hwang: Fifty Playwrights on their Craft Caroline Jester, Caridad
Svich, 2017-11-30 In a series of interviews with fifty playwrights from the US and UK, this book
offers a fascinating study of the voices, thoughts, and opinions of today's most important dramatists.
Filled with probing questions, Fifty Playwrights on their Craft explores ideas such as how does
playwriting help a global dialogue; where do dramatists find the ideas that become the stories and
narratives within their plays; how can the stage inform the writer's creative process; how does
crossing boundaries between art forms push the living art form of theatre-making forward; and will
there be playwrights in another 50 years? Through these interrogating interviews we come to
understand how and why playwrights write what they do and gain insight into their processes and
motivations. Together, the interviews provide an inter-generational dialogue between dramatists
whose work spans over six decades. Featuring interviews with playwrights such as Edward Bond,
Katori Hall, Chris Goode, David Greig, Willy Russell, David Henry Hwang, Alecky Blythe, Anne
Washburn and Simon Stephens, Jester and Svich offer an unprecedented view into the multiple
perspectives and approaches of key playwrights on both sides of the Atlantic.

golden child david henry hwang: Scenes and Monologues of Spiritual Experience from



the Best Contemporary Plays Roger Ellis, 2013-10-01 (Applause Books). In this anthology, theater
expert Roger Ellis culls together dramatic scenes and monologues that all deal with spiritual
experience. From various religious and non-religious perspectives, the book explores various aspects
of spirituality religious faith, martyrdom, death and afterlife, fate and destiny, mercy, and romantic
love. The material comes from contemporary plays by some of the most gifted playwrights Arthur
Miller, Tony Kushner, John Patrick Shanley, John Pielmeier, Tammy Ryan, Elie, Wiesel, Karen Sunde,
and others. Perfect for high-school through college-age students, as well as for actors and general
readers, this volume contains nearly 100 scenes, ranging from comic to serious, grouped in five
categories: Scenes for a Man and a Woman, Scenes for Two Women, Scenes for Two Men,
Monologues for Women, and Monologues for Men. In addition to the monologues, Ellis includes
notes on staging to help actors and directors bring these scenes to life. Some of the plays sourced
for this anthology include The Crucible , Doubt, In the Shape of a Woman , Agnes of God , Epic
Proportions , Our Lady of 121st Street , Angels in America , and Affection in Time .

golden child david henry hwang: The Methuen Drama Guide to Contemporary American
Playwrights Christopher Innes, Peter Paul Schnierer, Martin Middeke, Matthew C. Roudané,
2013-12-19 Unrivalled in its coverage of recent work and writers, The Methuen Drama Guide to
Contemporary American Playwrights surveys and analyses the breadth, vitality and development of
theatrical work to emerge from America over the last fifty years. This authoritative guide leads you
through the work of 25 major contemporary American playwrights, discussing more than 140 plays
in detail. Written by a team of 25 eminent international scholars, each chapter provides: - a
biographical introduction to the playwright's work; - a survey and concise analysis of the writer's
most important plays; - a discussion of their style, dramaturgical concerns and critical reception; - a
bibliography of published plays and a select list of critical works. Among the many Tony, Obie and
Pulitzer prize-winning playwrights included are Sam Shepard, Tony Kushner, Suzan-Lori Parks,
August Wilson, Paula Vogel and Neil LaBute. The abundance of work analysed enables fresh,
illuminating conclusions to be drawn about the development of contemporary American playwriting.

golden child david henry hwang: At this Theatre Louis Botto, Robert Viagas, 2002-09
Contains the informal history of forty theatres that were built, as either legitimate houses or movie
palaces and that are currently operating as legitimate theatres--p. xiii.

golden child david henry hwang: The Play that Changed My Life Benjamin A. Hodges, 2009
(Applause Books). What was the play that changed your life? What was the play that inspired you;
that showed you something entirely new; that was so thrilling or surprising, breathtaking or
poignant, that you were never the same? Nineteen of today's most gifted playwrights respond in this
most revealing and personal book, published by Applause Books and presented by the American
Theatre Wing, founder of The Tony Awards. From Edward Albee's 1935 visit to New York's
Hippodrome Theatre to see Jimmy Durante (and an elephant) in Rodgers and Hart's Jumbo, to Diana
Son's twelfth-grade field trip in 1983 to see Diane Venora play Hamlet at The Public Theater, from
David Henry Hwang's seminal San Francisco encounter with Equus to a young Beth Henley's
epiphany after seeing her mother in a Green Bean Man costume, The Play That Changed My Life
offers readers a unique peek into the theatrical influences of some of the nation's most important
dramatists. The book is filled with tributes, memories, anecdotes and other insights that connect
past to present and make this volume an instant must have for anyone who adores the theatre. Also
in the book are pieces by David Auburn, Jon Robin Baitz, Nilo Cruz, Christopher Durang, Charles
Fuller, A. R. Gurney, Tina Howe, David Ives, Donald Margulies, Lynn Nottage, Suzan-Lori Parks,
Sarah Ruhl, John Patrick Shanley, Regina Taylor, and Doug Wright, as well as an introduction by
Paula Vogel. All together, the playwrights featured here have won more than 40 Tony Awards,
Pulitzer Prizes, Obies, and MacArthur genius grants.

golden child david henry hwang: American Theatre Thomas S. Hischak, 2001-02-08 Volume
Four of the distinguished American Theatre: A Chronicle of Comedy and Drama series offers a
thorough, candid, and fascinating look at the theater in New York during the last decades of the
twentieth century.




golden child david henry hwang: Playwriting Fraser Grace, Clare Bayley, 2015-11-19 Full of
inspiration and practical advice, Playwriting: A Writers' & Artists' Companion is a comprehensive
companion to writing for the stage. PART 1 includes reflections on the art and the craft of
playwriting, guidance on writing for a full range of genres and spaces and a brief history of
playwriting itself. PART 2 contains inspiring advice and reflections from leading playwrights:April
De Angelis, Bryony Lavery, David Greig, Christina Reid, Dennis Kelly, Frank McGuinness, Lynn
Nottage, Howard Brenton, Roy Williams, Tanika Gupta, Timberlake Wertenbaker, Polly Stenham,
Tom Stoppard, Jack Thorne, Steve Waters, E.V. Crowe, David Henry Hwang, Lin Coghlan, Zinnie
Harris and Anne Washburn. PART 3 offers practical exercises and advice on planning and
conducting research, working out plots and characters, mastering authentic but accessible dialogue,
navigating the industry and the rehearsal and production process.

golden child david henry hwang: The Facts on File Companion to American Drama
Jackson R. Bryer, Mary C. Hartig, 2010 Features a comprehensive guide to American dramatic
literature, from its origins in the early days of the nation to the groundbreaking works of today's best
writers.

golden child david henry hwang: The Color of Theater Roberta Uno, Lucy Mae San Pablo
Burns, 2002-01-01 The Color of Theater presents a range of essays, interviews and performance
texts that illustrate and examine the process, evolution and dynamics of making theater in the
dawning moments of the 21st century. It brings together writings by artists, intellectuals and art
activists exploring contemporary practices within multicultural, intercultural and ethnically specific
theaters. This provocative and dynamic resource brings forth critical issues of cultural aesthetics
engaging theater as a crucial site for examining the intricate intersections of race, gender, class,
sexuality and national and global politics.Contributors include: Rustom Bharucha, Thulani Davis,
Harry Elam, Guillermo Gomez-Pea, Velina Hasu Huston, Cherrfe Moraga, David Romn, Sekou
Sundiata, Diana Taylor, Una Chaudhuri, Alberto Sandoval-Snchez and 10 thi diem thy.

golden child david henry hwang: Jewish Life and American Culture Sylvia Barack Fishman,
2012-02-01 Jews in the United States are uniquely American in their connections to Jewish religion
and ethnicity. Sylvia Barack Fishman in her groundbreaking book, Jewish Life and American Culture,
shows that contemporary Jews have created a hybrid new form of Judaism, merging American values
and behaviors with those from historical Jewish traditions. Fishman introduces a new concept called
coalescence, an adaptation technique through which Jews merge American and Jewish elements.
Analyzing the increasingly permeable boundaries in the ethnic identity construction of Jewish and
non-Jewish Americans, she suggests that during the process of coalescence, Jews combine the texts
of American and Jewish cultures, losing track of their dissonance and perceiving them as a unified
Jewish whole. The author generates data from diverse sources in the social sciences and humanities,
including the 1990 National Jewish Population Survey and other statistical studies, interviews and
focus groups, popular and material culture, literature and film, to demonstrate the pervasiveness of
coalescence. The book pays special attention to gender issues and the relationship of women to their
Jewish and American identities. A blend of lively narrative and scholarly detail, this book includes
useful tables, accessible figures and models, and fascinating illustrations which present the
educational, occupational, and behavioral patterns of American Jews, organizational profiles, family
formation, religious observance, and the impact of Jewish education.

golden child david henry hwang: Understanding Plays Milly S. Barranger, 2004
Understanding Plays As Texts for Performance offers seventeen plays with critical commentaries
that span the range of Western writing for the theatre from the Greeks to the post-moderns. This
book introduces readers to dramatic writing as pre-texts for theatrical performance written not only
to be read, but also to be performed by actors before audiences.

golden child david henry hwang: Theatre World 1996-1997 John Willis, Tom Lynch,
2000-02 Scenes from the plays and portraits of leading actors accompany a statistical record of the
current season

golden child david henry hwang: Asian American Culture on Stage Yuko Kurahashi,



2013-05-13 This book captures the 30-year history of the East West Players (EWP), tracing the
company's representation of Asian Americans through the complex social and cultural changes of
the past three decades.

golden child david henry hwang: American Writers Elizabeth H. Oakes, 2004 American
Writers focuses on the rich diversity of American novelists
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