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Examples of Civil Society Organizations: A Closer Look at Their Impact and Roles

Examples of civil society organizations are everywhere, quietly shaping communities, influencing policy,

and driving social change. Whether you realize it or not, these groups play a crucial role in how

societies function and evolve. But what exactly qualifies as a civil society organization (CSO), and

what are some tangible examples that illustrate their diversity and impact? Let’s dive into this

fascinating world, exploring different types of CSOs, their purposes, and why they matter in today’s

global landscape.

Understanding Civil Society Organizations

Before jumping into specific examples, it’s helpful to clarify what civil society organizations actually are.

Broadly, a CSO is any non-governmental, non-profit group that operates independently from the state

and represents the interests, values, or causes of citizens. These organizations can range from

grassroots community groups to large international nonprofits. What they share is a commitment to

public participation, advocacy, and service aimed at improving social conditions.

LSI keywords related to this include “non-governmental organizations,” “community groups,”

“advocacy organizations,” and “non-profits.” These terms often overlap, but the key is that civil

society organizations act as intermediaries between individuals and governments, filling gaps that

neither the state nor the private sector can fully address.

Examples of Civil Society Organizations in Different Sectors

Civil society organizations cover a wide spectrum of areas, each targeting specific societal needs.



Let’s explore some of the prominent categories and their real-world examples.

Human Rights and Advocacy Groups

One of the most visible types of CSOs are those dedicated to human rights and social justice. These

organizations work tirelessly to hold governments accountable, promote equality, and protect the

vulnerable.

Amnesty International – Known worldwide for its aggressive campaigns against human rights

abuses, Amnesty International mobilizes public opinion to influence policies and protect

individuals at risk.

Human Rights Watch – This organization conducts rigorous investigations and reports on human

rights violations, providing data-driven advocacy to pressure authorities for change.

Local grassroots groups – Many smaller, community-based organizations advocate for

marginalized groups, often tailored to specific cultural or regional contexts.

These groups often use strategic litigation, public awareness campaigns, and lobbying as tools to

advance their causes.

Environmental Organizations

Given increasing global concerns about climate change and sustainable development, environmental

CSOs have become crucial players.



Greenpeace – Famous for its direct action and high-profile campaigns, Greenpeace fights for

environmental protection and sustainable resource use worldwide.

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) – WWF focuses on wildlife conservation and habitat preservation,

partnering with governments and communities to implement conservation programs.

Friends of the Earth – This international network advocates for environmental justice,

emphasizing the links between ecological health and social equity.

These organizations often engage in scientific research, public education, and grassroots mobilization

to influence both policy and individual behavior.

Development and Humanitarian NGOs

Many civil society organizations operate in the realm of social development and humanitarian aid,

especially in areas affected by poverty, conflict, or natural disasters.

Oxfam – Working globally to alleviate poverty, Oxfam provides emergency relief and promotes

sustainable development through community-based programs.

Doctors Without Borders (Médecins Sans Frontières) – This medical humanitarian organization

offers emergency medical aid in conflict zones and areas with limited healthcare access.

CARE International – CARE focuses on fighting global poverty and delivering disaster relief, with

special attention to women and girls’ empowerment.



Their work often includes on-the-ground assistance, advocacy for policy shifts, and capacity-building

initiatives to empower local populations.

Faith-Based Organizations

Faith-based CSOs are another significant segment, leveraging religious values and networks to foster

social cohesion and address community needs.

Caritas Internationalis – A Catholic organization that provides humanitarian aid, promotes social

justice, and supports development projects globally.

Islamic Relief Worldwide – An international humanitarian organization inspired by Islamic

principles, focusing on emergency relief and sustainable development.

Jewish Federations of North America – These federations support Jewish communities and

engage in broader social welfare programs.

These organizations often combine spiritual guidance with practical assistance, creating a unique blend

of outreach and advocacy.

Community-Based and Grassroots Organizations

While international NGOs get much of the spotlight, civil society also thrives at the local level.

Community-based organizations (CBOs) and grassroots groups are vital for representing local interests

and fostering participation.



What Makes Grassroots Organizations Special?

Grassroots organizations emerge from within communities themselves. They tend to be small,

volunteer-driven, and focused on very specific local issues such as education, health, or civic

engagement. Their strength lies in their close ties to the people they serve, allowing them to respond

quickly and effectively to local needs.

Examples include neighborhood associations, indigenous groups defending their land rights, or youth

collectives promoting civic education. These groups may not have the extensive resources of

international NGOs, but their impact is often deeply felt within their communities.

The Role of Civil Society Organizations in Democracy

Many civil society organizations serve as watchdogs, ensuring that governments remain transparent

and accountable. For example, organizations like Transparency International expose corruption and

advocate for good governance. Others focus on voter education, election monitoring, and promoting

human rights—all essential components of a healthy democracy.

By providing platforms for citizen voices and facilitating dialogue between the public and policymakers,

CSOs strengthen democratic processes and help build inclusive societies.

How to Identify Credible Civil Society Organizations

With so many organizations out there, it’s important to know how to discern credible and effective

CSOs, especially if you’re considering donating or volunteering.

Here are some tips:



Check transparency: Look for organizations that openly share their financial reports and program

outcomes.

Look for accreditation: Many countries have registries or watchdog groups that verify the

legitimacy of CSOs.

Assess impact: Read testimonials, case studies, or independent evaluations to understand how

the organization makes a difference.

Understand their mission: Make sure their values and goals align with your interests or the

causes you care about.

These steps help ensure your support goes toward groups that genuinely contribute to positive social

change.

The Evolving Landscape of Civil Society Organizations

The nature of civil society organizations is continuously evolving, especially with advances in

technology and changing social dynamics. Today, many CSOs harness social media and digital

platforms to mobilize support, raise awareness, and implement programs more efficiently.

Additionally, new forms of CSOs, such as social enterprises and hybrid organizations that blend

business with social goals, are emerging. These innovations expand the traditional definition of civil

society and open up fresh avenues for engagement.

The global challenges we face—from climate change to inequality—underscore the importance of

strong, adaptive civil society organizations. They are often the first responders in crises and the

persistent advocates for justice and sustainability.



Exploring examples of civil society organizations reveals not only their diversity but also their

indispensable role in shaping a better world. Whether through protecting human rights, conserving the

environment, or empowering communities, CSOs embody the power of collective action and citizen

participation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some well-known examples of civil society organizations?

Well-known examples of civil society organizations include Amnesty International, Greenpeace, Oxfam,

the Red Cross, and Human Rights Watch.

Can you provide examples of civil society organizations that focus on

environmental issues?

Examples of civil society organizations focusing on environmental issues include Greenpeace, World

Wildlife Fund (WWF), Sierra Club, and Friends of the Earth.

Which civil society organizations work primarily on human rights

advocacy?

Civil society organizations that work primarily on human rights advocacy include Amnesty International,

Human Rights Watch, International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), and the Anti-Slavery

International.

What are some examples of civil society organizations involved in

humanitarian aid?

Examples of civil society organizations involved in humanitarian aid include the International Red

Cross and Red Crescent Movement, Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders), CARE



International, and Save the Children.

Are there any civil society organizations focused on social justice and

poverty alleviation?

Yes, organizations such as Oxfam, The Salvation Army, Bread for the World, and ActionAid are

focused on social justice and poverty alleviation.

Additional Resources

Examples of Civil Society Organizations: An In-Depth Exploration

Examples of civil society organizations offer a window into the diverse and dynamic landscape of non-

governmental actors that shape public discourse, influence policy, and drive social change globally.

Civil society organizations (CSOs) encompass a broad category including non-profits, advocacy

groups, community-based organizations, and international NGOs that operate independently from the

state and market sectors. Understanding their variety, roles, and impact requires a nuanced

examination of specific entities and their contributions to society.

Defining Civil Society Organizations

Civil society organizations serve as essential intermediaries between individuals and governments,

often filling gaps in services, championing human rights, and fostering democratic participation. Their

scope ranges from grassroots movements addressing local issues to large international NGOs tackling

global challenges such as poverty, climate change, and human rights abuses. The term ‘civil society’

itself broadly refers to the arena outside of the family, state, and market where voluntary collective

action takes place.



Key Characteristics of Civil Society Organizations

To better analyze examples of civil society organizations, it’s important to consider their defining

features:

Voluntary Membership: Participation is usually voluntary, reflecting shared values or goals.

Non-Governmental: CSOs operate independently of government control, although they may

collaborate with public agencies.

Non-Profit Orientation: Many CSOs reinvest any surplus funds back into their mission rather

than distributing profits.

Advocacy and Service Delivery: They often engage in advocacy, awareness-raising, and direct

provision of services.

Examples of Influential Civil Society Organizations Worldwide

Examining concrete examples helps illustrate the spectrum of CSOs and their varied contributions to

societal development.

Amnesty International

One of the most renowned civil society organizations globally, Amnesty International, focuses on

human rights advocacy. Established in 1961, it campaigns against abuses such as torture, unlawful



detention, and capital punishment. Amnesty’s strength lies in its global network of volunteers and

activists who pressure governments through research-based reports and public mobilization. Its

influence extends to shaping international norms and holding violators accountable.

Doctors Without Borders (Médecins Sans Frontières)

Operating in over 70 countries, Doctors Without Borders exemplifies a civil society organization

dedicated to humanitarian aid. It provides emergency medical care in conflict zones, natural disasters,

and epidemics. MSF’s operational independence enables it to access areas where governments or

other agencies might not reach, emphasizing impartiality and neutrality. Their work highlights the

critical role of CSOs in crisis response and global health.

Greenpeace

As an environmental NGO, Greenpeace has been instrumental in raising awareness about climate

change, deforestation, and ocean pollution. Founded in 1971, it uses direct action, lobbying, and

scientific research to influence environmental policy. Greenpeace’s activism often challenges corporate

practices and government policies, illustrating how civil society can serve as a watchdog and catalyst

for sustainability.

Local and Community-Based Organizations

While international NGOs garner significant attention, local civil society organizations play pivotal roles

in empowering communities and addressing context-specific issues. For example, the Self-Employed

Women’s Association (SEWA) in India advocates for informal sector workers, particularly women,

promoting economic self-reliance and social security. This exemplifies how grassroots CSOs contribute

to inclusive development by focusing on marginalized populations.



Comparing Types of Civil Society Organizations

The diversity among CSOs can be categorized based on their primary functions and operational

scales:

Advocacy Groups: Organizations like Human Rights Watch focus on policy change and raising

awareness.

Service Providers: Entities such as the Red Cross deliver direct aid and social services.

Community-Based Organizations (CBOs): Local groups that address immediate social or

economic needs within a specific community.

Faith-Based Organizations: Groups rooted in religious principles, like Caritas Internationalis, often

contributing to humanitarian and development efforts.

Each type brings unique strengths and faces distinct challenges. For instance, advocacy groups may

struggle with political pushback, whereas service providers must maintain neutrality while delivering

aid.

The Role of Civil Society in Governance and Accountability

Civil society organizations often function as watchdogs, holding governments accountable through

monitoring and public scrutiny. Transparency International, for example, combats corruption worldwide

by promoting integrity in public and private sectors. By exposing malpractice and advocating reforms,

such CSOs enhance democratic governance and public trust.



Challenges Faced by Civil Society Organizations

Despite their importance, CSOs confront several obstacles:

Funding Constraints: Dependence on donor funding can impose restrictions and undermine

independence.

Political Repression: In many countries, governments impose legal and administrative barriers to

restrict CSO activities.

Operational Risks: Humanitarian organizations often operate in conflict zones, facing security

threats.

Accountability and Transparency: Maintaining internal governance standards is essential to

sustain public confidence.

These challenges necessitate resilience and adaptability, shaping how civil society organizations

evolve in response to external pressures.

Impact of Civil Society Organizations on Social Change

The effectiveness of civil society groups can be measured through their influence on policy, public

awareness, and direct community benefits. For instance, the success of anti-apartheid movements in

South Africa was heavily reliant on civil society activism, combining local mobilization and international

solidarity. Similarly, environmental legislation in numerous countries has been shaped by sustained

pressure from ecological CSOs.



Moreover, civil society organizations play a critical role in fostering social cohesion by bringing together

diverse stakeholders, promoting dialogue, and mediating conflicts. Their work in promoting gender

equality, education, and health demonstrates the broad potential for transformative impact.

Emerging Trends in Civil Society Organizations

In recent years, technology has transformed how civil society organizations operate. Digital platforms

facilitate mobilization, fundraising, and information dissemination at unprecedented scales. Online

petitions, social media campaigns, and virtual volunteering have expanded participation beyond

geographic boundaries.

Additionally, partnerships between CSOs, governments, and private sectors are becoming more

common, blending resources and expertise to tackle complex global challenges. However, this trend

also raises concerns about maintaining independence and mission clarity.

The analysis of examples of civil society organizations underscores their indispensable role in

contemporary society. Whether operating locally or globally, these groups contribute to accountability,

service delivery, and social innovation. Their diversity and adaptability remain central to addressing the

evolving needs of communities worldwide.

Examples Of Civil Society Organizations

  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society Organizations in Latin American
Education Regina Cortina, Constanza Lafuente, 2018-01-17 Examining the roles, impacts and
challenges of civil society organizations (CSOs) in Latin America, this volume provides a broad
perspective on the range of strategies these organizations employ and the obstacles they face in
advocating for and delivering educational reform. Building on previous research on international and
comparative education, development studies, research on social movements and nongovernmental
organizations, chapter authors provides new insights about the increasing presence of CSOs in
education and offer case studies demonstrating how these organizations‘ missions have evolved over
time in Latin America.
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society Organizations and the Global
Response to HIV/AIDS Julia Smith, 2016-11-03 Why has the response to HIV/AIDS been unique?
How did civil society organizations gain access to global decision-making forums to demand

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/examples-of-civil-society-organizations.pdf


exceptional attention and resources for HIV/AIDS? This book seeks to answer these questions,
among others, through a critical international relations approach that enquires into the role of civil
society in global health governance. It documents how civil society forged the initial response to
HIV/AIDS within a rights-based paradigm, and built international networks. It analyses why civil
society was able to gain the right to participate in global health institutions and assesses what
influence civil society representatives have within these institutions, particularly focusing on
outcomes related to institutional legitimacy and downward accountability. It then discusses changes
in the broader political economy of global health and how HIV/AIDS organizations have, or have not,
adapted to these shifts. Finally the book tells the story of the many struggles civil society
organizations have engaged in to advance a rights-based response to HIV/AIDS, the transformations
achieved and the resistance experienced.
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society Organizations Against Terrorism
Rohan Gunaratna, Mohd Mizan Aslam, 2021-03-25 With recent changes in social and political
landscapes around the world the focus of preventive counter-terrorism has shifted in many places
from government to civil society. The contributors analyze the different approaches of Civil Society
Organizations in preventing and countering violent extremism in various countries in South and
Southeast Asia. The cases examined include, Malaysia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh. The key emphasis is on understanding the context within which each example was
initiated, and the factors that determined their relative success or failure. The evidence from these
cases suggests that much can be achieved through empowering communities to engage in aiding
both the indoctrinated and those who pose the greatest risk of radicalization. A valuable contribution
to the literature on preventing and countering violent extremism.
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil society organizations’ roles in land-use
planning and community land rights issues in Kapuas Hulu regency, West Kalimantan,
Indonesia Anis Chakib, 2014-12-29 In Indonesia, logging and oil palm concessions attributed by the
government have caused high rates of deforestation and forest degradation. Community land rights
have been generally ignored, on the pretext of development needs and general interest. In reaction,
a growing number of civil society organizations (CSOs) have addressed these environmental and
social issues at the national level. With the introduction of the decentralization process following the
fall of the dictator Suharto in 1998, land-use planning became relevant at the province and regency
levels. The Kapuas Hulu regency in West Kalimantan revised its land-use plan in 2010. A variety of
CSOs have tried to influence land-use planning (LUP) processes and community land-rights issues in
Kapuas Hulu. Few international conservation NGOs have used soft lobbying approaches with the
Kapuas Hulu Government. They contribute to the policy decision-making process and to field project
implementation. At the same time, at the province scale, a large Indonesian CSO coalition
challenged the government and criticized the lack of civil society participation and community
land-rights recognition during the LUP process. Thus, CSOs play various roles in LUP and
community-rights issues using different strategic approaches at different scales.
  examples of civil society organizations: The GEF and Civil Society Organizations Global
Environment Facility, 2010-05-02
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society Organization and Disaster Risk
Reduction Rajib Shaw, Takako Izumi, 2014-04-10 Civil society organizations (CSOs) have played
important roles over the years in the disaster field. Starting from the traditional approach of
response and relief, the emphasis has gradually shifted to disaster risk reduction. From international
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to national and local NGOs, all stakeholders have recognized
the significance of and need for community-based risk reduction. In their different capacities they
have endeavored to establish links to the policy options at the local and national levels. There still
are many issues that remain untouched by CSOs, however, and local CSOs face special challenges in
resources in terms of human, financial, and technical issues. Drawing examples from Asia, this book
is structured on the roles of CSOs according to the Hyogo Framework for Action priority areas:
policy making, risk assessment, education and training, underlying risk factors, and



response–recovery. The primary target groups for this book are students and researchers in the
fields of environment, disaster risk reduction, and climate change studies. The book provides a clear
view of the current trends of research in the field and furnishes basic knowledge on these important
topics. Another target group comprises practitioners and policy makers, who will be able to apply
the knowledge collected here to policy and decision making.
  examples of civil society organizations: A Sourcebook for Engaging with Civil Society
Organizations in Asian Development Bank Operations Asian Development Bank, 2021-12-01 With
their unique strengths and specialized knowledge of their communities and constituencies, civil
society organizations (CSOs) have an essential role to play in creating a more prosperous, inclusive,
resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific. This publication provides guidance on how CSOs can
be more effectively engaged in Asian Development Bank (ADB) operations to maximize the benefits
for its developing member countries. It provides advice, templates, and tips for ADB staff and
country officials to use when designing, implementing, and monitoring ADB-financed operations.
  examples of civil society organizations: The Handbook of Civil Society in Africa Ebenezer
Obadare, 2013-09-21 This volume brings together the most up to date analyses of civil society in
Africa from the best scholars and researchers working on the subject. Being the first of its kind, it
casts a panoramic look at the African continent, drawing out persisting, if often
under-communicated, variations in regional discourses. In a majority of notionally ‘global’ studies,
Africa has received marginal attention, a marginality often highlighted by the usual token chapter.
Filling a critical hiatus, theHandbook of Civil Society in Africa takes Africa, African developments,
and African perspectives very seriously and worthy of academic interrogation in their own right. It
offers a critical, clear-sighted perspective on civil society in Africa, and positions African discourses
within the framework of important regional and global debates. It promises to be an invaluable
reference work for researchers and practitioners working in the fields of civil society, nonprofit
studies, development studies, volunteerism, civic service, and African studies. Endorsements: This
volume signposts a critical turning point in the renewed engagement with the theory and practice of
civil society in Africa. Moving from traditional concerns with disquisitions on the appropriateness
and possibility of the existence and vibrancy of the idea of civil society on the continent, the volume
approaches the forms, contents, and features of the actually existing civil society in Africa from
thematic, regional, and national angles. It demonstrates clearly the extent to which core intellectual
work on civil society in Africa has largely moved from concerns with cultural reductionism to a
nuanced examination of the complexities of (formal, non-formal, organizational, non-organizational,
traditional, newer, usual, unusual) engagements, detailing the extent to which, over time, civil
society as a concept has been indigenized, appropriated and adapted in the terrains of politics,
society, economy, culture and new technologies on the continent. In all this, the book accomplishes
the near-impossible. Without sacrificing the vigour, rigor and freshness of the often unpredictable
fruits of up-to-date research into regional and national differences that crop up in the documentation
of Africa's multiple realities and discourses, the volume weaves together a rich tapestry of the
historical, theoretical and practical dimensions of an expanding civil society sector, and
accompanying growth in popular discourse, advocacy, and academic literature, in such a diverse
continent as Africa, into a meaningful whole of insightful themes. Written and edited by a very
distinguished cross-continental and multi-disciplinary collection of researchers, research students,
practitioners and activists, the volume provides cutting-edge evidence and makes a definitive case
for a new lease of life for civil society research in Africa. -Adigun Agbaje, Professor of Political
Science, University of Ibadan, Nigeria. Throughout Africa, forms of civic engagement and political
participation have seen dynamic change in recent decades, yet conceptions of civil society have
rarely accounted for this evolution. This volume is an essential source of new thinking about political
association and collective action in Africa. The authors offer a wealth of analysis on changing
organizations and social movements, new forms of interaction and communication, emerging
strategies and issues, diverse social foundations, and the theoretical implications of a shifting
associational landscape. The contributors provide an invaluable addition to the comparative



literature on political change, democratic development, and social movements in Africa. Peter Lewis,
Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced international Studies
  examples of civil society organizations: International Studies Scott Straus, Barry Driscoll,
2021-01-18 The challenge of teaching international studies is to help students think coherently about
the multiple causes and effects of global problems. In International Studies: Global Forces,
Interactions, and Tensions, award-winning scholars Scott Straus and Barry Driscoll introduce
students to the foundations of the course; the major actors, institutions and theories; as well as the
contemporary problems that will matter most to students. In the fully updated Second Edition, the
authors give students a clear framework that pinpoints how key factors—forces, interactions, and
tensions—contribute to current world events and global problems like human rights abuses,
economic inequality, pandemic and global health responses, and food security. The book raises the
bar for the Introduction to International Studies course and is relevant to students from a wide
variety of backgrounds with diverse interests in geography, sociology, political science, and
anthropology. Included with this text The online resources for your text are available via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site.
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society Organizations, Advocacy, and
Policy Making in Latin American Democracies A. Risley, 2015-06-03 What explains civil society
participation in policy making in Latin American democracies? Risley comparatively analyzes actors
who have advocated for children's rights, the environment, and freedom of information in Argentina,
Chile, and Uruguay. Successful issue framing and effective alliance building are identified as
'pathways' to participation.
  examples of civil society organizations: Europeanizing Civil Society Rosa Sanchez Salgado,
2014-11-04 The European Union clearly matters for Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). EU officials
and European political entrepreneurs has been crucial in the promotion of funding and access
opportunities, but they have been proven to have little capacity to use CSOs for their own purposes.
  examples of civil society organizations: Politics in the Developing World Peter J. Burnell, Lise
Rakner, Vicky Randall, 2017 This textbook deals with central political themes and issues in the
developing world, including globalisation, inequality, identity, religion, the military, democracy, the
environment and policy development.
  examples of civil society organizations: Synthesis of evaluations of FAO’s contributions in
the Africa Region (2019–2021) Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 2022-05-20
This report is a synthesis of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Office of Evaluation (OED) on evaluations completed from 2019 to 2021 on FAO’s work in the Africa
region. It documents FAO’s contribution to results, identifies gaps and emerging issues and lessons
learned. The synthesis is organized around the themes of sustainable production and value chain
development, food security and nutrition, climate change and natural resources, resilience to threats
and crises, and gender equality and empowerment of women. The synthesis used the Programme
Priority Areas of the Strategic Framework 2022–2031 to analyse FAO’s contribution to results,
finding many positive examples in the Africa region. However, the sustainability of results is a
challenge for the region, due to several factors, including capacity constraints of government
partners and limitations of FAO project designs. Gaps and emerging issues include the need for
guidance on ‘accelerators’ of results, addressing youth as a key priority and new approaches to
partnerships with civil society and the private sector. Lessons learned include the importance of
good project design, suitably capacitated decentralized offices, effective knowledge management
and strategic and inclusive partnerships to achieve results.
  examples of civil society organizations: Climate Change 2007 - Mitigation of Climate Change
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2007-11-12 The Climate Change 2007 volumes of the
Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) provide the
most comprehensive and balanced assessment of climate change available. This IPCC Working
Group III volume provides a comprehensive, state-of-the-art and worldwide overview of scientific
knowledge related to the mitigation of climate change. It includes a detailed assessment of costs and



potentials of mitigation technologies and practices, implementation barriers, and policy options for
the sectors: energy supply, transport, buildings, industry, agriculture, forestry and waste
management. It links sustainable development policies with climate change practices. This volume
will again be the standard reference for all those concerned with climate change, including students
and researchers, analysts and decision-makers in governments and the private sector.
  examples of civil society organizations: Study on impacts of farmer-led research
supported by civil society organizations Wettasinha, C., Waters-Bayer, A., van Veldhuizen, L.,
Quiroga, G., Swaans, K., 2015-01-15 ÿDecades of scientific research related to agriculture and
natural resource management have brought limited benefits to smallholder farmers, including crop
farmers, fishers, livestock keepers and other resource users. Therefore, donors, policymakers and
civil society organizations (CSOs), such as farmer organizations and nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs), are urging the formal research sector to make its work more useful to smallholder farmers.
Many institutions of agricultural research and development are now seeking ways to engage more
closely with smallholders in order to conduct research that is more relevant for and accessible to
them, and are seeking examples and good practices as sources of learning. Some examples of
research that is focused on smallholders and in which the process is co-managed and driven by
smallholders can be found in ?informal? research initiatives --specifically, those which are facilitated
by CSOs. The purpose of this study was to identify such examples of informal agricultural research
and development that could be documented and thus made accessible to formal researchers. This
report also describes farmer-led research findings and their dissemination, and analyzes available
evidence on the impact of farmer-led approaches to agricultural research and development on rural
livelihoods, local capacity to innovate and adapt, and influence on governmental institutions of
agricultural research and development.
  examples of civil society organizations: Local Self-Governance Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2023-08-23 India’s local governance systems. Covers panchayati raj, decentralization, and
community participation, essential for understanding grassroots governance.
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society Helmut Anheier, 2013-06-17 Civil
society - comprising the activities of non-state organizations, institutions and movements - has in
recent years emerged as the major force for change in the realms of politics, public policy and
society both globally and locally. Yet, despite the crucial importance of this political phenomenon to
the principle and practice of democracy, it eludes definition and systematic understanding. This
book provides a comprehensive and flexible framework for the definition, measurement, analysis and
interpretation of civil society based on the innovative 'Civil Society Diamond'. Written as a guide for
both practitioners and academics, the book presents precise and insightful solutions to the issues of
how to understand the concept of civil society, where to locate it theoretically and empirically, and
which techniques are best suited to its measurement. The approach presented here has been
successfully adopted across a wide range of civil society organizations in over 30 countries. The
author draws on and applies a diverse repertoire of indicators, tools and data - suitable for various
organizational forms, practical contexts and theoretical perspectives - which measure the
effectiveness of civil society initiatives and reveal certain strategic and policy options. The aim is to
promote and facilitate structured, informed and fruitful dialogue within civil society organizations
and between them and the governmental, corporate and academic actors with whom they are now
so integrally linked.
  examples of civil society organizations: The Ecology of Violent Extremism Lisa Schirch,
2018-08-23 The Ecology of Violent Extremism brings together leading theorists and practitioners to
describe an ecological or systems approach to violent extremism. Nothing can be fixed until it is
understood. News media keep us alarmed to the close---up devastation of acts of terrorism. This
book climbs a ladder to get a better view of the problem. What is beneath and beyond violent
extremism? How do we respond to the problem of violent extremism in ways that do not fertilize the
root causes that fueled it in the first place? While many books offer one or two hypotheses for
preventing terrorism, this book gives readers the tools to look at the problem from many different



angles. The book offers a “map of violent extremism” drawing connections between twenty---five
factors that correlate with violent extremism (VE). On a spectrum, counterterrorism seeks to disrupt,
detain, and destroy terrorist plans and networks. P/CVE seeks to prevent and counter the belief
systems that support violent extremism. Peacebuilding addresses the longer---term factors and root
causes driving VE. An ecological approach to VE recognizes that interventions also interact with
each other. For example, some approaches to counterterrorism also motivate further recruitment to
VE groups and undermine peacebuilding interventions. Readers finish the book recognizing the
debates within the very definition of violent extremism, and understanding a broader paradigm for
how we understand and respond to violent extremist beliefs and acts of terror.
  examples of civil society organizations: Civil Society and Health Scott L. Greer, Matthias
Wismar, Gabriele Pastorino, Monika Kosinska, 2017-11-20 Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) can
make a vital contribution to public health and health systems but harnessing their potential is
complex in a Europe where government-CSO relations vary so profoundly. This study is intended to
outline some of the challenges and assist policy-makers in furthering their understanding of the part
CSOs can play in tandem and alongside government. To this end it analyses existing evidence and
draws on a set of seven thematic chapters and six mini case studies. They examine experiences from
Austria Bosnia-Herzegovina Belgium Cyprus Finland Germany Malta the Netherlands Poland the
Russian Federation Slovenia Turkey and the European Union and make use of a single assessment
framework to understand the diverse contexts in which CSOs operate. The evidence shows that
CSOs are ubiquitous varied and beneficial and the topics covered in this study reflect such diversity
of aims and means: anti-tobacco advocacy food banks refugee health HIV/AIDS prevention and cure
and social partnership. CSOs make a substantial contribution to public health and health systems
with regards to policy development service delivery and governance. This includes evidence
provision advocacy mobilization consensus building provision of medical services and of services
related to the social determinants of health standard setting self-regulation and fostering social
partnership. However in order to engage successfully with CSOs governments do need to make use
of adequate tools and create contexts conducive to collaboration. To guide policy-makers working
with CSOs through such complications and help avoid some potential pitfalls the book outlines a
practical framework for such collaboration. This suggests identifying key CSOs in a given area;
clarifying why there should be engagement with civil society; being realistic as to what CSOs can or
will achieve; and an understanding of how CSOs can be helped to deliver.
  examples of civil society organizations: Politics in the Developing World Peter Burnell, Vicky
Randall, Lise Rakner, 2011 The third edition of this acclaimed anthology explores the changing
nature of politics in the developing world in the twenty-first century. Featuring work from an
esteemed line-up of international contributors, Politics in the Developing World, Third Edition,
provides comprehensive coverage of the field by combining theoretical approaches with discussions
on social and cultural context, state governance, and such key policy issues as the environment and
human rights. In addition, a section of in-depth case studies allows students to compare the political
situations in a wide range of developing countries, from Indonesia and Iraq to India and China.
Revised and updated, the third edition features: * New chapters on Institutional Approaches and
From Conflict to Peace-Building and a reworked chapter on governance, aid, and globalization *
Three new extended case studies on India, Iraq, and China * Updated material throughout that
reflects the ongoing evolution of political regimes and development policies in the wake of recent
events including the 2008 global financial crisis A Companion Website featuring student resources
including case studies (updated with new material, including cases on Iran and Brazil), a flashcard
glossary, study questions, and links
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