english society in the 18th century

English Society in the 18th Century: A Window into a Transformative Era

english society in the 18th century was a tapestry of evolving customs, class structures, and
cultural shifts that laid much of the groundwork for modern Britain. As the country navigated the
complexities of industrial growth, expanding empire, and social reform, its people experienced
dramatic changes in their daily lives, social roles, and worldviews. Exploring this period reveals not
only the stark contrasts between different social classes but also the vibrant cultural and intellectual
movements that defined the age.

Class Structure and Social Hierarchies

One of the most defining aspects of english society in the 18th century was its rigid class system.
The period was marked by a clear division among the aristocracy, the emerging middle class, and
the working poor. Unlike today’s more fluid social mobility, 18th-century England was characterized
by a strong emphasis on birthright and land ownership.

The Aristocracy and Landed Gentry

At the top of the social pyramid were the aristocrats and landed gentry, whose wealth was
predominantly tied to vast estates and hereditary titles. These families wielded significant political
influence, often serving in Parliament and controlling local governance. Their lives were defined by
country estates, grand social events, and a patronage system that supported artists, writers, and
politicians.

The Rise of the Middle Class

Parallel to the landed elite was the burgeoning middle class, which included merchants,
professionals, and industrial entrepreneurs. The 18th century witnessed the growth of commerce,
trade, and early industrial enterprises, creating new opportunities for wealth outside traditional land
ownership. This group began to challenge aristocratic dominance by investing in urban property,
participating in politics, and emphasizing education and self-improvement.

The Working Class and Poor

At the bottom of the social ladder were the laborers, artisans, and rural peasants who faced harsh
living and working conditions. The agricultural revolution displaced many rural workers, pushing
them toward cities where industrial jobs were often scarce and poorly paid. Poverty was widespread,
and social welfare systems were rudimentary, leading to stark contrasts in health, education, and
quality of life.



Cultural Life and Intellectual Movements

English society in the 18th century was not only about social structures; it was also a period rich in
cultural and intellectual ferment. The Enlightenment, with its emphasis on reason, science, and
individual rights, influenced many aspects of life and thought.

The Enlightenment and Scientific Advancements

Philosophers such as John Locke and David Hume challenged established doctrines, promoting ideas
about governance, human rights, and empirical knowledge. The Royal Society and other scientific
institutions fostered discoveries in physics, chemistry, and biology, which slowly began to change
how people understood the natural world. This intellectual awakening encouraged education
reforms and a more questioning attitude toward traditional authority.

Literature, Theatre, and the Arts

The 18th century saw a flowering of English literature, with novelists like Daniel Defoe, Samuel
Richardson, and Henry Fielding crafting stories that reflected contemporary social realities. The rise
of the novel as a popular form of entertainment paralleled the growth of literacy among the middle
classes. Theatre and music flourished as well, with public playhouses attracting diverse audiences
and composers like George Frideric Handel gaining widespread acclaim.

Fashion and Social Etiquette

Fashion in english society in the 18th century was a visible marker of status and identity. The
aristocracy’s elaborate clothing, featuring silk, lace, and powdered wigs, set trends that middle
classes eagerly emulated within their means. Social etiquette was codified through manuals and
conduct books, stressing manners, politeness, and decorum, especially among the gentry and
aspiring middle class.

Economic Changes and Their Impact on Society

The 18th century was a pivotal time for England’s economy, with significant shifts that reverberated
through social relations and daily life.

The Agricultural Revolution

Innovations in farming techniques, such as crop rotation and selective breeding, increased
productivity dramatically. While this boosted food supplies and supported population growth, it also
disrupted traditional rural life. Many small farmers lost their land due to enclosure acts, which



privatized common lands, forcing them to seek work in towns and cities.

The Beginnings of Industrialization

Although full-scale industrialization would peak in the 19th century, the late 18th century laid the
groundwork with inventions like the spinning jenny and improvements in iron production. These
technological advances began transforming manufacturing processes, leading to the rise of factories
and urban industrial centers.

Trade, Empire, and Wealth

England’s expanding empire brought wealth and new goods, but also deepened social inequalities.
The profits from colonial trade enriched merchants and investors, while the exploitation of colonies
and the transatlantic slave trade had profound ethical and economic consequences. Consumer
culture grew as imported luxuries like tea, sugar, and textiles became staples in English homes.

Family, Gender Roles, and Daily Life

Understanding english society in the 18th century requires looking at how families functioned and
how gender roles were defined.

The Patriarchal Family Model

Families were generally patriarchal, with the father exerting authority over household affairs and
finances. Marriage was often as much a social and economic arrangement as a romantic union,
especially among the upper classes. Property and titles were passed down through male heirs,
reinforcing male dominance in both public and private spheres.

Women’s Roles and Limitations

Women's lives were largely centered around domestic duties, child-rearing, and managing the
household. Education for girls was limited, focusing on accomplishments such as needlework, music,
and basic literacy rather than intellectual or professional development. Despite these constraints,
some women found ways to influence society through writing, salon culture, and charitable work.

Urban vs. Rural Living

Life in cities and the countryside was markedly different. Urban areas grew rapidly due to migration
and industrial opportunities, but overcrowding, poor sanitation, and crime were common issues.



Rural life was slower-paced but could be precarious, dependent on agricultural cycles and
vulnerable to economic shifts.

Religion and Social Morality

Religion remained a central pillar of 18th-century English life, shaping social values and community
cohesion.

The Church of England and Dissenters

The Anglican Church was the established religion, closely tied to the state and social order.
However, religious dissenters—including Methodists, Quakers, and Baptists—gained followers by
emphasizing personal faith and social reform. This religious diversity sometimes created tension but
also contributed to movements advocating for education and charity.

Morality, Charity, and Social Reform

Concern for morality was expressed through both religious teachings and emerging secular ideals.
Philanthropic efforts increased, with charitable organizations aiming to alleviate poverty and
improve education. These efforts reflect the early stirrings of social consciousness that would later
fuel extensive reforms.

Exploring english society in the 18th century reveals a world in transition—a society balancing
tradition with innovation, hierarchy with emerging opportunities, and stability with change. The
legacies of this era persist, influencing modern British culture, social norms, and institutions in
profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main social classes in 18th century English
society?

The main social classes in 18th century English society were the aristocracy and landed gentry, the
middle class including merchants and professionals, and the working class comprising laborers,
artisans, and peasants.

How did the Industrial Revolution impact English society in
the 18th century?

The Industrial Revolution led to significant social changes, including urbanization, the rise of a
wealthy industrial middle class, changes in labor patterns, and increased economic disparities



between the rich and the poor.

What role did women play in 18th century English society?

Women in 18th century English society were largely confined to domestic roles, with limited legal
rights and educational opportunities, though some women were active in literature, salons, and
social reform movements.

How important was religion in 18th century English society?

Religion remained an important aspect of daily life, with the Church of England as the established
church, but the century also saw the rise of Methodism and other evangelical movements
challenging traditional religious practices.

What was the significance of coffeehouses in 18th century
England?

Coffeehouses were important social hubs where people gathered to discuss politics, business,
literature, and news, playing a key role in the spread of Enlightenment ideas and the emergence of
public opinion.

How did education evolve in 18th century English society?

Education became more accessible to the middle class, with the establishment of grammar schools
and academies, though formal education for the working class remained limited and mostly informal.

What was the impact of the Enlightenment on English society
in the 18th century?

The Enlightenment encouraged reason, science, and individualism, influencing political thought,
social reform, and cultural developments, and contributing to debates on rights, governance, and
religion.

How did the role of the monarchy change in 18th century
England?

The monarchy's power declined as parliamentary sovereignty increased, with the rise of
constitutional monarchy and influential prime ministers shaping government policy.

What leisure activities were popular in 18th century English
society?

Popular leisure activities included attending theater and opera, participating in social clubs, horse
racing, gambling, and visiting pleasure gardens, reflecting the growing consumer culture of the
time.



Additional Resources
English Society in the 18th Century: A Complex Tapestry of Class, Culture, and Change

english society in the 18th century was marked by profound transformation and intricate social
structures that reflected the evolving political, economic, and cultural landscape of the time. This
century witnessed the gradual shift from a predominantly agrarian society to one increasingly
influenced by industrialization, urbanization, and the expansion of the British Empire.
Understanding the nuances of English society in the 18th century requires an exploration of its
hierarchical class system, the role of gender, the impact of Enlightenment ideas, and the interplay
between rural traditions and burgeoning urban life.

Social Hierarchy and Class Divisions

The social fabric of English society in the 18th century was deeply stratified, characterized by a rigid
class system that dictated individuals’ roles, opportunities, and lifestyles. At the apex stood the
aristocracy and landed gentry, whose wealth and power derived primarily from land ownership.
These elite families wielded significant political influence, often holding seats in the House of Lords
and controlling local government.

Below the aristocracy was the emerging middle class—a group that expanded significantly during
this century due to commercial growth and early industrial ventures. This middle class included
merchants, professionals such as lawyers and doctors, and entrepreneurs who capitalized on trade
and colonial enterprises. Their rising economic influence began to challenge the traditional
dominance of the landed elite, although social mobility remained limited for most.

The majority of the population belonged to the lower classes, including tenant farmers, laborers,
artisans, and the urban poor. For these groups, life was often precarious, with limited access to
education and healthcare. The conditions of the working class, particularly in the rapidly growing
cities, were harsh and crowded, setting the stage for social unrest and calls for reform.

The Aristocracy and Landed Gentry

The aristocracy maintained their status through large estates and inherited titles, often reinforcing
their social standing via patronage and political alliances. Their lifestyle emphasized leisure, cultural
patronage, and participation in courtly and parliamentary affairs. The landed gentry, while similar in
status, were often more involved in local governance and the management of rural estates. Both
groups valued tradition and social order, frequently resisting the social changes brought about by
commerce and industry.

The Rise of the Middle Class

The 18th century saw the growth of the bourgeoisie, driven by expanding trade networks, colonial
wealth, and the early stages of the Industrial Revolution. This class invested in education and
cultural pursuits, promoting values such as thrift, hard work, and respectability. The middle class



also became key players in the development of new political ideas, advocating for increased
representation and economic freedom. Their influence was particularly visible in urban centers like
London, Bristol, and Liverpool.

Gender Roles and Family Life

English society in the 18th century was also defined by strict gender roles that shaped family life
and individual identity. Patriarchal norms dominated, with men occupying public spheres of
influence—politics, business, and law—while women were largely confined to domestic
responsibilities.

Women’s Status and Limitations

Women's legal and social status was significantly constrained during this period. Married women,
under the doctrine of coverture, had limited property rights and were subject to their husbands’
authority. Education for women was generally focused on accomplishments rather than intellectual
or professional development. Despite these restrictions, women played crucial roles within the
family and community, managing households and influencing social networks.

An emerging discourse on women'’s education and rights began to surface toward the end of the
century, spurred by Enlightenment thinkers and early feminist writers. Figures like Mary
Wollstonecraft challenged prevailing assumptions and laid the groundwork for future social reform.

Family Structures and Domestic Life

Family remained the central unit of social organization, and marriage was often viewed as an
economic and social arrangement as much as a personal relationship. Large families were common,
and child-rearing practices varied widely depending on class. Among the upper classes, children
were often raised by governesses or tutors, while working-class families relied on communal support
networks.

Cultural and Intellectual Currents

The 18th century was a period of intellectual ferment, with the Enlightenment introducing new ways
of thinking about society, governance, and human rights. English society was deeply influenced by
these ideas, which permeated literature, philosophy, and political discourse.

The Enlightenment and Social Reform

Thinkers such as John Locke, David Hume, and Adam Smith contributed to an evolving
understanding of individual liberty, economic theory, and the social contract. Their ideas



encouraged debates on governance, justice, and the role of the state, which in turn influenced
political developments like the expansion of parliamentary democracy and legal reforms.

The period also saw the rise of print culture, with increased literacy rates and the proliferation of
newspapers, pamphlets, and books. This facilitated the spread of Enlightenment thought and
encouraged public engagement with political and social issues.

Urbanization and Cultural Life

As cities grew, so did opportunities for cultural expression and social interaction. Coffeehouses,
theaters, and clubs became important venues for discussion and entertainment, attracting a diverse
clientele from different social strata. This urban culture played a significant role in shaping public
opinion and fostering a sense of community among the emerging middle classes.

Economic Changes and Their Social Impact

The economic landscape of English society in the 18th century was marked by the beginnings of
industrialization, increased global trade, and the expansion of the British Empire. These forces had
profound social implications.

Industrial Beginnings and Labor

While the full Industrial Revolution would unfold in the 19th century, the 18th century laid its
groundwork through innovations in agriculture, textiles, and manufacturing. The enclosure
movement transformed rural life by consolidating common lands, often displacing small farmers and
fueling migration to urban centers. This shift contributed to the rise of a wage-dependent working
class and altered traditional community structures.

Colonialism and Trade

English society was deeply intertwined with colonial ventures, which brought wealth but also ethical
and social challenges. The slave trade and exploitation of overseas territories generated significant
profits for merchants and investors, but also sparked moral debates and resistance, laying early
foundations for abolitionist movements.

e Expansion of ports such as Liverpool and Bristol facilitated transatlantic trade.

e Consumer goods from colonies, including sugar, tea, and tobacco, became staples in English
households.

¢ Global commerce contributed to the rise of financial institutions and stock markets.



The Interplay of Tradition and Modernity

English society in the 18th century was characterized by a dynamic tension between traditional
values and the forces of modernization. While the aristocracy and landed classes sought to preserve
established hierarchies, the pressures of economic change, intellectual innovation, and demographic
shifts gradually eroded these old certainties.

The period also saw the growth of public awareness and political activism, with increasing demands
for social justice and representation. These developments set the stage for the dramatic political and
social reforms of the 19th century, shaping the trajectory of modern British society.

In sum, the 18th century in England was a complex era where entrenched social orders met the
winds of change. The interplay of class, gender, culture, and economy produced a society both
rooted in tradition and on the cusp of modernity—an essential chapter in understanding the
evolution of English social history.

English Society In The 18th Century

english society in the 18th century: English Society in the Eighteenth Century Roy Porter,
1982

english society in the 18th century: English Literature and Society in the Eighteenth
Century Leslie Stephen, 1904

english society in the 18th century: Literature and Society in Eighteenth-century
England, 1680-1820 William Arthur Speck, 1998 The main theme of this broad-ranging study is the
interaction of ideology and literature in the long eighteenth century, the period that runs from the
late Stuarts to the age of Jane Austen and the Romantics. Professor Speck pays due attention to
formal literatureto the public poetry of the age, both celebratory and satirical; to the theatre; and to
the emergence of the novel as a key medium for political and social reflection. He considers the
work of minor - and thus perhaps more truly representative - writers, alongside the unmistakably
individual voices of a Swift, a Byron and an Austen, for what they can reveal of the eighteenth
century's beliefs and prejudices as they talk amongst themselves of the matters that concerned
them. However, the material he examines here goes far beyond the purely 'literary' to include
newspapers, pamphlets, sermons, even the popular prints of artists and caricaturists like Hogarth,
Gillray and Rowlandson. In the process, he makes his own contribution to advancing the current
debates concerning continuity and change in the eighteenth century. The result is a book that will be
of interest to social and political historians, literary analysts, and any reader interested in the
culture and society of the Augustan Age.

english society in the 18th century: English Society in the Eighteenth Century as Influenced
from Oversea Jay Barrett Botsford, 1924

english society in the 18th century: English Society in the Eighteenth Century Jay Barrett
Botsford, 2017-10-21 Excerpt from English Society in the Eighteenth Century: As Influenced From
Oversea Similarly were ramifications of world empire responsible for changes in the character and
struc ture of the nation. Here, too, the lessons learned in business were responsible for the
development of metropolitan standards, of civic and national con sciousness, and of a new morality
in political life. The influx of wealth eventually benefited the entire nation and happily resulted in a
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higher standard of living. Furthermore the pursuit of wealth which was open to all helped to break
down the barriers of caste, to level class distinction and to rebuild on the foundation of the old, a
social structure which was comparatively mobile and fluid. Finally the growth of a new spirit of
philanthropy at home and abroad may be traced to England's awakened responsibility for the moral
and religious welfare of its world empire. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds
of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.

english society in the 18th century: Daily Life in 18th-Century England Kirstin Olsen,
1999-06-30 Describes various aspects of life in eighteenth-century England, discussing politics, class
and race, family, housing, clothing, work and wages, education, food and drink, behavior, hygiene,
and other topics.

english society in the 18th century: English Society in the Eighteenth Century Jay
Barrett Botsford, 1924

english society in the 18th century: Popular Recreations in English Society 1700-1850
Robert W. Malcolmson, 1973 Professor Malcolmson provides a full account of the sports, pastimes
and festive celebrations of the English labouring people in the eighteenth century.

english society in the 18th century: English Society, 1660-1832 ]. C. D. Clark, 2000-03-16 An
extensively revised edition of a classic of modern historiography.

english society in the 18th century: English Literature and Society in the Eighteenth
Century Leslie Stephen, 2019-12-09 In English Literature and Society in the Eighteenth Century,
Leslie Stephen expertly navigates the intricate interplay between literature and the socio-political
environment of 18th-century England. This scholarly work employs a critical lens, fusing literary
analysis with an exploration of contemporary societal issues such as class structure, political
upheaval, and the birth of modern individualism. Stephen's eloquent prose captures the essence of
this transformative period, marked by the emergence of the novel and the rise of influential literary
figures, thereby painting a comprehensive portrait of how literature both reflected and shaped
societal values. Leslie Stephen, a prominent literary critic and philosopher, was significantly
influenced by his background as the son of a clergyman and his own experiences within the
intellectual circles of Victorian England. His deep engagement with literary history and philosophy
imbued him with a keen understanding of the cultural forces at play during the 18th century,
prompting his robust analysis of literature's role in social discourse. Stephen's comprehensive
approach reveals not only the literary landscape but also the broader societal currents that
influenced these works. English Literature and Society in the Eighteenth Century is a vital read for
scholars and anyone fascinated by the foundations of English literature. Stephen's nuanced
exploration challenges readers to reconsider the relationship between literature and society,
offering valuable insights into the legacy of 18th-century thought that still resonates today. In this
enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct
Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot,
highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context
immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis
dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions
prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. -
Hand-picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive
footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more
informed read.

english society in the 18th century: The Origins of Modern English Society Harold Perkin,




2003-09-02 Bringing together subjects such as culture, religion, morals, politics, economics, and
mentality, Perkin presents and applies a holistic concept of social history in the tradition of great
historians of the past. In this classic text of social history, Harold Perkin explores the emergence of a
new form of class society in Victorian England, which differed radically from early modern society.
He locates the origins of the modern English class system in the Industrial Revolution, the impact of
which went beyond economy and technology, and changed the ways of living and perceptions of the
English people in many ways. Origins of Modern English Society maintains its influence as a
comprehensive and integrative survey of a crucial period in the development of English society.

english society in the 18th century: The British and Their Laws in the Eighteenth Century
David Lemmings, 2005 New analysis and interpretation of law and legal institutions in the long
eighteenth century. Law and legal institutions were of huge importance in the governance of
Georgian society: legislation expanded the province of administrative authority out of all proportion,
while the reach of the common law and its communal traditions of governance diminished, at least
outside British North America. But what did the rule of law mean to eighteenth-century people, and
how did it connect with changing experiences of law in all their bewildering complexity?This
question has received much recent critical attention, but despite widespread agreement about Law's
significance as a key to unlock so much which was central to contemporary life, as a whole previous
scholarship has only offered a fragmented picture of the Laws in their social meanings and actions.
Through a broader-brush approach, The British and their Laws in the Eighteenth Century
contributes fresh analyses of law in England andBritish settler colonies, c. 1680-1830; its expert
contributors consider among other matters the issues of participation, central-local relations, and
the maintenance of common law traditions in the context of increasing legislative interventions and
grants of statutory administrative powers. Contributors: SIMON DEVEREAUX, MICHAEL LOBBAN,
DOUGLAS HAY, JOANNA INNES, WILFRED PREST, C.W. BROOKS, RANDALL MCGOWEN, DAVID
THOMAS KONIG, BRUCE KERCHER

english society in the 18th century: English Society in the 18th Century Roy Porter,
1990-09-04 A portrait of 18th century England, from its princes to its paupers, from its metropolis to
its smallest hamlet. The topics covered include - diet, housing, prisons, rural festivals, bordellos,
plays, paintings, and work and wages.

english society in the 18th century: England in the Eighteenth Century John Harold Plumb,
1950 This history of England in the eighteenth century is not a chronological narrative of ministries
and wars, but a history of the development of English society; the ministries and wars, of course,
have their place, but no greater a place than the economic, cultural, and social history of the time.
The book has been divided into three parts: the Ages of Walpole, of Chatham, and of Pitt. These
divisions are useful for analysing those social forces which enabled these three great statesmen to
stamp the impress of their personality upon history. But there are aspects of English life which
belong to the century as a whole and cannot be forced into any chronological divisions. Obviously to
have written three short chapters on India, or on Ireland, would have been to make a fetish out of a
convenience. Instead these subjects, and others, have been dealt with at the time when they became
a dominant theme in English life. Most of this book is devoted to the hard and bitter lives of ordinary
men and women, and to those men of genius and talent who made it a time for hope.-Publisher.

english society in the 18th century: Newspapers and English Society 1695-1855 Hannah
Barker, 2014-06-17 This lively new study covers the dramatic expansion of the press from the
seventeenth century to the mid nineteenth century. Hannah Barker explores the factors behind the
rise of newspapers to a major force helping to reflect and shape public opinion and altering the way
in which politics operated at every level of English life. Newspapers, Politics and English Society
1695-1855 provides a unique insight into the political and social history of eighteenth and
nineteenth century England as well as an important study of the history of the media.

english society in the 18th century: British Society 1680-1880 Richard Price, 1999-10-28
Richard Price here offers a sweeping interpretation of modern British history. He challenges the
dominant assumption that the nineteenth century marked the beginning of modern Britain. British




Society argues on the contrary that nineteenth-century British society was the extension of an
earlier era whose main themes first appeared in the late seventeenth century and which continued
to shape the social, economic and political history of the country until the end of the nineteenth
century. This book casts light on the main themes of economic, political and social history, and offers
alternative interpretations on questions and issues that are central to the history of modern Britain.
It follows in the great tradition of works such as Briggs's Age of Improvement, and Perkin's Origins
of Modern English Society, and will be of enormous interest to all students and scholars of the
period.

english society in the 18th century: English Literature and Society in the Eighteenth
Century Sir Leslie Stephen, 1927

english society in the 18th century: Daily Life in 18th-Century England Kirstin Olsen,
2017-04-17 Informative, richly detailed, and entertaining, this book portrays daily life in England in
1700-1800, embracing all levels of society—from the aristocracy to the very poor—to describe a
nation grappling with modernity. When did Western life begin to strongly resemble our modern
world? Despite the tremendous evolution of society and technology in the last 50 years, surprisingly,
many aspects of life in the 21st century in the United States directly date back to the 18th century
across the Atlantic. Daily Life in Eighteenth-Century England covers specific topics that affect nearly
everyone living in England in the 18th century: the government (including law and order); race,
class, and gender; work and wages; religion; the family; housing; clothing; and food. It also
describes aspects of life that were of greater relevance to some than others, such as entertainment,
the city of London, the provinces and beyond, travel and tourism, education, health and hygiene, and
science and technology. The book conveys what life was like for the common people in England in
the years 1700-1800 through chapters that describe the state of society at the beginning of the
century, delineate both change and continuity by the century's end, and identify which segments of
society were impacted most by what changes—for example, improvements to roads, a key change in
marriage laws, the steam engine, and the booming textile industry. Students and general readers
alike will find the content interesting and the additional features—such as appendices, a chronology
of major events, and tables of information on comparative incomes and costs of representative
items—helpful in research or learning.

english society in the 18th century: Politics, Religion and Society in England, 1679-1742
Geoffrey Holmes, 1986-07-01 No Marketing Blurb

english society in the 18th century: Francophilia in English Society, 1748-1815 R. Eagles,
2000-06-22 This book examines the impact of French society on English culture in the second half of
the eighteenth century. In an age when many historians suggest the inexorable rise of the middle
classes was being driven forward by industrialization, the English aristocracy stood apart from the
trend towards commercial respectability, and revelled in all that was best in cosmopolitan fashion
and ideas. Welcoming the French Revolution as a re-enactment of 1688, they watched aghast as
their world descended into the Terror, and the onslaught of Bonaparte.
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