alvin plantinga warranted christian
belief

**Alvin Plantinga and the Concept of Warranted Christian Belief**

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief is a phrase that has gained
considerable attention in philosophical and theological circles, especially
among those interested in the rational foundations of faith. Alvin Plantinga,
a prominent philosopher of religion, has made significant contributions to
the understanding of how Christian belief can be considered rational and
warranted. His work challenges traditional evidentialist critiques and opens
new doors for believers and skeptics alike to reconsider the justification of
religious faith.

Understanding Alvin Plantinga’s Notion of
Warrant

To grasp what Alvin Plantinga means by warranted Christian belief, it'’s
essential first to understand his concept of "warrant." In epistemology,
warrant is what distinguishes mere true belief from knowledge. According to
Plantinga, for a belief to be warranted, it must be produced by cognitive
faculties functioning properly in an appropriate epistemic environment and
aimed at truth.

From Justification to Warrant

Traditional epistemology focused heavily on justification—whether a belief is
supported by sufficient evidence or reasons. Plantinga, however, argues that
justification alone does not fully account for when a belief amounts to
knowledge. Warrant, as he conceives it, includes more than justification; it
involves the reliability of the belief-forming process and the absence of
defeating evidence.

Reformed Epistemology and Christian Belief

Alvin Plantinga is closely associated with Reformed epistemology, a school of
thought that asserts belief in God can be "properly basic" and rational
without arguments or evidence. This means that Christian belief, under
certain conditions, can be warranted even when it’s not based on inferential
evidence or proof. According to Plantinga, if the belief in God is produced
by cognitive faculties functioning properly in a suitable environment, it can
be warranted.



How Plantinga’s Warrant Challenges
Evidentialism

Evidentialism, the view that belief must be supported by evidence to be
rational, has long been a dominant perspective in philosophy of religion.
Plantinga’s work offers a powerful critique of this stance by showing that
Christian belief need not be grounded solely in evidence to be rational or
warranted.

The Role of Proper Function

One of Plantinga’s key insights is the emphasis on the "proper function" of
cognitive faculties. He argues that human beings are designed-or have
faculties that are aimed-to produce true beliefs. When these faculties
operate as intended, the beliefs they produce carry warrant. This means that
belief in God, if produced by such faculties, can be warranted without
requiring classical evidential support.

Defeaters and Warranted Belief

Another important aspect of Plantinga’s theory is the concept of
defeaters—information or evidence that undermines the warrant of a belief.
For Christian belief to be warranted, it should not be subject to defeaters
that would override its reliability. Plantinga acknowledges that defeaters
can affect warranted belief but maintains that in many cases, Christian
belief does not have undefeated defeaters.

Warranted Christian Belief in Contemporary
Philosophy of Religion

Plantinga’s ideas have had a profound impact on how philosophers and
theologians approach the rationality of faith. His model of warranted
Christian belief provides a framework that respects both faith and reason,
avoiding the extremes of blind fideism and strict evidentialism.

Implications for Faith and Reason

By establishing that Christian belief can be warranted without evidence,
Plantinga allows for a harmonious relationship between faith and reason. This
has encouraged many believers to embrace their faith confidently, knowing it
can be rationally grounded without demanding proof that may be unavailable or



inconclusive.

Responses and Criticisms

While Plantinga’s theory has been influential, it has also faced critiques.
Some philosophers question whether cognitive faculties can be reliably aimed
at truth without some form of evidence or argument. Others argue that the
notion of proper function may be too flexible, potentially allowing
unwarranted beliefs to be considered warranted. Nonetheless, Plantinga’s work
remains a vital contribution to ongoing debates about religious epistemology.

Practical Insights from Plantinga’s Warranted
Christian Belief

Understanding Alvin Plantinga’s concept of warranted Christian belief offers
practical benefits for both believers and skeptics.

For Believers

- **Confidence in Faith:** Recognizing that Christian belief can be properly
basic and warranted helps believers avoid the pressure to constantly defend
their faith with arguments.

- **Engagement with Doubt:** Plantinga’s framework acknowledges doubts and
defeaters, encouraging believers to examine their beliefs critically while
still affirming their rationality.

- **Integration with Science:** Since the proper function of cognitive
faculties can be compatible with scientific understanding, believers can see
no inherent conflict between faith and science.

For Skeptics and Philosophers

- **Broadened Epistemic Perspectives:** Plantinga’s theory invites
reconsideration of what counts as rational belief beyond strict evidential
criteria.

- **Respectful Dialogue:** His approach fosters more respectful conversations
between believers and skeptics by acknowledging the legitimacy of faith as a
form of knowledge.

- **Exploration of Cognitive Science:** Plantinga’s emphasis on cognitive
faculties connects religious epistemology with insights from psychology and
neuroscience, opening new interdisciplinary avenues.



Key Concepts Related to Alvin Plantinga’s
Warranted Christian Belief

To further illuminate Plantinga’s contributions, here are some key terms and
ideas that often come up in discussions about warranted Christian belief:

Proper Basicality: The idea that some beliefs are rationally accepted
without being based on other beliefs or evidence.

e Defeaters: Evidence or reasons that undermine the justification or
warrant of a belief.

e Proper Function: The correct operation of cognitive faculties according
to their design or purpose.

e Reformed Epistemology: A theory of religious belief associated with
Plantinga that argues for the rationality of belief in God as properly
basic.

e Epistemic Environment: The context or conditions under which cognitive
faculties operate.

Exploring these concepts helps deepen one’s appreciation of how Plantinga
redefines what it means to hold a rational Christian belief.

Why Alvin Plantinga’s Theory Still Matters
Today

In an age where debates about religion, science, and reason often become
polarized, Alvin Plantinga’s notion of warranted Christian belief offers a
refreshing perspective. It neither demands blind faith nor insists on
irrefutable evidence, but instead provides a nuanced approach that respects
the complexity of human cognition and experience.

His work encourages open-mindedness and humility on all sides, recognizing
that the ways humans come to hold beliefs—especially profound ones like
faith—are multifaceted and cannot be reduced to simple formulas. For anyone
interested in the philosophy of religion, epistemology, or the rationality of
faith, Plantinga’s insights remain both relevant and inspiring.

As conversations about belief and knowledge continue to evolve, the concept
of warranted Christian belief stands as a testament to the possibility of
faith being both reasonable and deeply meaningful. Whether one is a committed
Christian, a curious skeptic, or an academic exploring these issues, engaging



with Plantinga’s ideas offers valuable tools for understanding the intricate
relationship between belief, truth, and justification.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Alvin Plantinga and what is his contribution
to Christian philosophy?

Alvin Plantinga is a prominent philosopher known for his work in
epistemology, metaphysics, and philosophy of religion. He significantly
contributed to Christian philosophy by developing the concept of 'warranted
Christian belief,' arguing that belief in God can be rational and warranted
without evidence or argument.

What does Alvin Plantinga mean by 'warranted
Christian belief'?

By 'warranted Christian belief,' Plantinga means a belief in God that is not
only rational but also properly justified or warranted. He suggests that
belief in God can be produced by cognitive faculties functioning properly in
an appropriate epistemic environment, making it rational and justified
independently of traditional evidential arguments.

How does Plantinga’s notion of warrant differ from
traditional justification?

Plantinga’s notion of warrant goes beyond traditional justification by
focusing on the proper functioning of cognitive faculties in a suitable
environment according to a design plan aimed at truth. Warrant is what turns
true belief into knowledge, emphasizing reliability and proper cognitive
function rather than just evidence or reasons.

What is the role of the 'sensus divinitatis' in
Plantinga’s theory of warranted Christian belief?

The 'sensus divinitatis' refers to a natural, innate faculty or disposition
to perceive or sense the divine. Plantinga argues that this faculty, when
functioning properly, can produce warranted belief in God, making Christian
belief properly basic and rational without needing inferential evidence.

How does Plantinga address the problem of religious
disagreement in relation to warranted Christian
belief?

Plantinga acknowledges religious disagreement but argues that it does not



necessarily undermine warranted Christian belief. He suggests that different
cognitive environments and backgrounds can lead to different properly basic
beliefs, meaning disagreement does not automatically negate warrant or
rationality in Christian belief.

Can belief in God be considered 'properly basic'
according to Plantinga?

Yes, Plantinga argues that belief in God can be 'properly basic,' meaning it
is rationally accepted without being based on other beliefs or evidence. This
challenges classical foundationalism by allowing belief in God to be a
foundational belief that is warranted through the proper functioning of
cognitive faculties.

What impact has Plantinga’s concept of warranted
Christian belief had on contemporary philosophy of
religion?

Plantinga’s concept of warranted Christian belief has had a profound impact
on contemporary philosophy of religion by revitalizing the rationality of
theism and Christian belief. It challenged evidentialist critiques,
influenced debates on epistemic justification, and provided a framework for
understanding religious belief as rational and properly basic.

Additional Resources

**Alvin Plantinga and the Concept of Warranted Christian Belief**

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief represents a pivotal theme in
contemporary philosophy of religion, particularly concerning epistemology and
the rationality of religious faith. Alvin Plantinga, a prominent philosopher,
has extensively argued that Christian belief can be not only rational but
also warranted—that is, justified or appropriately supported—without reliance
on external evidentialist criteria. His work challenges traditional
evidentialist objections and has sparked considerable debate within both
philosophical and theological circles.

Understanding Alvin Plantinga's Warranted
Christian Belief

At the heart of Plantinga’s contribution lies the concept of “warrant,” a
term he uses to describe what distinguishes mere true belief from knowledge.
In his groundbreaking work, *Warranted Christian Belief* (2000), Plantinga
argues that Christian faith, when formed under the right conditions,
possesses warrant. This means that Christian beliefs are properly basic and



can be rationally held without the need for evidential proof traditionally
demanded by skeptics.

Plantinga’s approach is rooted in a broader epistemological framework known
as Reformed Epistemology. This school of thought challenges classical
foundationalism, which insists that beliefs must be supported by evidence to
be rational. Instead, Plantinga proposes that belief in God can be a
“properly basic belief,” analogous to beliefs in the external world or other
minds, which are foundational to our cognitive framework and do not require
evidential justification.

The Role of Properly Basic Beliefs

One of the key features of Plantinga’s theory is the notion that Christian
belief can be properly basic. Properly basic beliefs are those that are
rational to hold independently of evidence or argument because they arise
from a cognitive faculty functioning as it should. For Plantinga, the “sensus
divinitatis” (a natural faculty or sense of the divine), first articulated by
John Calvin, provides the basis for such beliefs.

This idea implies that when a person’s cognitive faculties are operating
correctly—free from defeaters such as psychological disorders or
misinformation—the resulting belief in God can be warranted. This marks a
significant departure from evidentialism, which typically demands empirical
or logical evidence before a belief is deemed rational.

Reformed Epistemology vs. Evidentialism

Plantinga's warranted Christian belief thesis directly confronts the
evidentialist position, which holds that religious beliefs require sufficient
evidence to be rational. Evidentialists argue that faith without evidence is
irrational or unjustified. Plantinga counters this by demonstrating that
evidentialism itself is self-defeating since the principle that “beliefs must
be supported by evidence” cannot be proven without presupposing evidence-
based reasoning.

In this context, Plantinga’s work has rejuvenated discussions about the
epistemic status of religious belief, suggesting that faith can be
epistemically justified and warranted without meeting evidentialist
standards. This has encouraged a re-evaluation of the assumptions underlying
the critique of religious belief in philosophy.

Key Features of Plantinga’s Warranted Christian



Belief

1. The Proper Function of Cognitive Faculties

Plantinga emphasizes that warrant depends heavily on the proper functioning
of cognitive faculties in an appropriate epistemic environment. For Christian
belief to be warranted, the cognitive faculties responsible for belief
formation must be working correctly, and the individual must be situated in
an environment conducive to truth. This introduces an element of reliability
and design into his epistemology.

2. The Absence of Defeaters

A critical condition for warranted belief is the absence of defeaters—reasons
or evidence that would undermine the belief. Plantinga notes that if a
Christian’s belief is subject to defeaters such as contradictory evidence or
arguments, then warrant may be lost. Conversely, when no such defeaters are
present, the belief can retain its warranted status even without explicit
evidential support.

3. The Role of the Sensus Divinitatis

The concept of the sensus divinitatis is central to Plantinga’s argument.
This innate cognitive faculty purportedly produces belief in God under normal
conditions. By framing belief in God as arising naturally from human
cognition, Plantinga aligns Christian belief with other basic beliefs, such
as perception or memory, which are generally accepted as rational and
warranted.

Comparisons and Critical Perspectives

Plantinga’s notion of warranted Christian belief has been influential but
also subject to critique. Comparing his position to alternative
epistemologies reveals several strengths and weaknesses.

Strengths

e Challenges Evidentialism: By undermining the evidentialist demand for
proof, Plantinga opens the door for religious belief to be considered



epistemically legitimate.

e Epistemic Humility: Recognizes that not all justified beliefs require
explicit evidence, aligning religious belief with everyday cognitive
practices.

e Integration with Theology: Offers a philosophically rigorous defense of
Christian faith that resonates with traditional theological claims about
innate knowledge of God.

Criticisms

e Reliability of the Sensus Divinitatis: Critics question whether the
alleged cognitive faculty genuinely exists or is reliable in producing
true beliefs.

e Defeater Conditions: Some argue that Plantinga’s approach underestimates
the power of epistemic defeaters, especially in pluralistic or secular
contexts.

e Scope of Properly Basic Beliefs: Skeptics challenge the expansion of
properly basic beliefs to include religious claims, fearing it
undermines epistemic standards.

Implications for Philosophy of Religion and
Christian Apologetics

Plantinga’s theory of warranted Christian belief has significant implications
for both academic philosophy and Christian apologetics. It provides a
framework for defending faith intellectually and offers believers a way to
affirm their beliefs as rationally justified without succumbing to
evidentialist skepticism.

In philosophy, Plantinga’s work has revitalized analytic philosophy of
religion, encouraging scholars to reconsider the epistemic foundations of
religious belief. His arguments have influenced subsequent discussions on
religious epistemology, including debates over fideism, foundationalism, and
the nature of rationality.

For Christian apologetics, Plantinga’s insights offer a powerful tool to
counter objections that faith is irrational or unsupported. By framing belief
in God as warranted, he enables a more nuanced dialogue between faith and



reason, bridging gaps that have often polarized religious and secular
thinkers.

The Broader Epistemological Context

Plantinga’s warranted Christian belief must also be viewed within the
evolving landscape of epistemology. His work intersects with contemporary
discussions on cognitive science, evolutionary epistemology, and the nature
of belief formation. In particular, Plantinga’s emphasis on proper function
and cognitive design invites engagement with scientific perspectives on human
cognition and its reliability.

As debates continue over the epistemic status of religious belief,
Plantinga’s framework remains a foundational reference point. Whether one
agrees or disagrees, his articulation of warranted Christian belief
challenges prevailing assumptions and encourages a more comprehensive
understanding of what it means for a belief to be justified.

Through a careful, analytical approach, Alvin Plantinga has shaped the

discourse surrounding religious epistemology, making warranted Christian
belief a central and enduring topic in the study of faith and reason.

Alvin Plantinga Warranted Christian Belief

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Warranted Christian Belief Alvin Plantinga, 2000
Describes the notion of warrant as that which distinguishes knowledge from true belief. This volume
examines warrant's role in theistic belief, tackling the questions of whether it is rational, reasonable,
justifiable, and warranted to accept Christian belief and whether there is something epistemically
unacceptable in doing so.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Warranted Christian Belief Alvin Plantinga,
1999-12-30 This is the third volume in Alvin Plantinga's trilogy on the notion of warrant, which he
defines as that which distinguishes knowledge from true belief. In this volume, Plantinga examines
warrant's role in theistic belief, tackling the questions of whether it is rational, reasonable,
justifiable, and warranted to accept Christian belief and whether there is something epistemically
unacceptable in doing so. He contends that Christian beliefs are warranted to the extent that they
are formed by properly functioning cognitive faculties, thus, insofar as they are warranted, Christian
beliefs are knowledge if they are true.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Plantinga's 'Warranted Christian Belief' Dieter
Schonecker, 2015-10-16 Alvin Plantinga’s Warranted Christian Belief has very quickly become one of
the most influential books in philosophy of religion. In this collection of essays, German
philosophers, theologians and a mathematician deal critically with several aspects of Plantinga’s
seminal work. In a long essay, Plantinga answers to these critics.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Book Symposium on Alvin Plantinga's Warranted
Christian Belief ', 2001

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Knowledge and Christian Belief Alvin
Plantinga, 2015-04-14


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/alvin-plantinga-warranted-christian-belief.pdf

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Has Alvin Plantinga "undercut"” the de Jure
Objection in Warranted Christian Belief? Larry L. Dur'an, 2006

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Transcendental Arguments and Justified
Christian Belief Ronney Mourad, 2005-02-08 Transcendental Arguments and Justified Christian
Belief offers an extended discussion of the characteristics of transcendental arguments and the
philosophical objections that have been leveled against them. Author Ronney Mourad provides a
comprehensive review of the recent philosophical literature concerning the definition and possibility
of transcendental arguments and defends original positions on these issues. One function of
transcendental arguments is to identify beliefs or propositions implied by any possible act of
assertion. Anyone who denies the conclusions of a sound transcendental argument, defined in this
way, simultaneously implies the truth of those conclusions by asserting the denial. Therefore, a
sound transcendental argument produces conclusions that are distinctively universal and resistant
to criticism. This book also applies transcendental argumentation to epistemological questions in
Christian theology. Can Christians justify their religious beliefs? Do they even need to try? The work
of Karl-Otto Apel and Franklin Gamwell serves as the starting point for the development of a
transcendentally grounded conception of epistemic justification. The final chapters argue, in
conversation with Schubert Ogden and Alvin Plantinga, that the obligations of epistemic justification
revealed by transcendental arguments bear several implications for theological method.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Epistemology as Theology James K. Beilby, 2005
Locating Plantinga's most recent work in the context of his theological assumptions, his previous
work on religious epistemology, and the current debate over how knowledge should be
characterized, Beilby's book offers a unique perspective on Plantinga's religious epistemology.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: The Problem of Religious Pluralism in Alvin
Plantinga's "Warranted Christian Belief" Uri Gavish, 2018

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Religious Experience and the Knowledge of God
Harold A. Netland, 2022-02-08 For many Christians, personal experiences of God provide an
important ground or justification for accepting the truth of the gospel. But we are sometimes
mistaken about our experiences, and followers of other religions also provide impressive testimonies
to support their religious beliefs. This book explores from a philosophical and theological
perspective the viability of divine encounters as support for belief in God, arguing that some
religious experiences can be accepted as genuine experiences of God and can provide evidence for
Christian beliefs.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: The Enduring Authority of the Christian
Scriptures D. A. Carson, 2016-02-29 Valuable insights into key disputed topics from a veritable
who's who of evangelical scholars In this volume thirty-seven first-rate evangelical scholars present
a thorough study of biblical authority and a full range of issues connected to it. Recognizing that
Scripture and its authority are now being both challenged and defended with renewed vigor, editor
D. A. Carson assigned the topics that these select scholars address in the book. After an introduction
by Carson to the many facets of the current discussion, the contributors present robust essays on
relevant historical, biblical, theological, philosophical, epistemological, and comparative-religions
topics. To conclude, Carson answers a number of frequently asked questions about the nature of
Scripture, cross-referencing these FAQs to the preceding chapters. This comprehensive volume by a
team of recognized experts will be the go-to reference on the nature and authority of the Bible for
years to come. CONTRIBUTORS James Beilby Kirsten Birkett Henri A. G. Blocher Craig L. Blomberg
D. A. Carson Graham A. Cole Stephen G. Dempster Daniel M. Doriani Simon Gathercole David
Gibson Ida Glaser Paul Helm Charles E. Hill Peter F. Jensen Robert Kolb Anthony N. S. Lane Te-Li
Lau Richard Lints V. Philips Long Thomas H. McCall Douglas J. Moo Andrew David Naselli Harold
Netland Osvaldo Padilla Michael C. Rea Bradley N. Seeman Alex G. Smith R. Scott Smith Rodney L.
Stiling Glenn S. Sunshine Timothy C. Tennent Mark D. Thompson Kevin J. Vanhoozer Bruce K.
Waltke Barry G. Webb Peter ]J. Williams John D. Woodbridge

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Christian Apologetics Douglas Groothuis,



2022-02-08 The Christian faith offers people hope. But how can we know that Christianity is true?
How can Christians confidently present their beliefs in the face of doubts and competing views? In
this second edition of a landmark apologetics text, Douglas Groothuis makes a clear and rigorous
case for Christian theism, addressing the most common questions and objections raised regarding
Christianity.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Christianity and Religious Diversity Harold A.
Netland, 2015-05-12 This book explores how religions have changed in a globalized world and how
Christianity is unique among them. Harold Netland, an expert in philosophical aspects of religion
and pluralism, offers a fresh analysis of religion in today's globalizing world. He challenges
misunderstandings of the concept of religion itself and shows how particular religious traditions,
such as Buddhism, undergo significant change with modernization and globalization. Netland then
responds to issues concerning the plausibility of Christian commitments to Jesus Christ and the
unique truth of the Christian gospel in light of religious diversity. The book concludes with basic
principles for living as Christ's disciples in religiously diverse contexts.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Pentecostalism, Postmodernism, and Reformed
Epistemology Yoon Shin, 2021-12-27 In Pentecostalism, Postmodernism, and Reformed
Epistemology, Yoon Shin critically builds on James K. A. Smith's postmodern Pentecostal
epistemology with the aid of Reformed epistemology. It takes the reader through an interdisciplinary
journey that exposits and illumines the relationship among Pentecostal spirituality, continental and
analytic philosophy, postliberalism, moral psychology, and philosophy of emotion. This work clarifies
misunderstandings of Smith, in Smith, and between continental and analytic epistemology,
constructively and coherently synthesizing the sources through interdisciplinary analysis and
thereby demonstrating the value of mashup philosophy. The resulting epistemology strengthens the
mostly descriptive epistemology of Smith with the warrant criteria of Alvin Plantinga.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Evidence and Religious Belief Kelly James Clark,
Raymond J. VanArragon, 2011-07-28 A fundamental question in philosophy of religion is whether
religious belief must be based on evidence in order to be properly held. In recent years two
prominent positions on this issue have been staked out: evidentialism, which claims that proper
religious belief requires evidence; and Reformed epistemology, which claims that it does not.
Evidence and Religious Belief contains eleven chapters by prominent philosophers which push the
discussion in new directions. Thevolume has three parts. The first part explores the demand for
evidence: some chapters object to it while others seek to restate it or find space for compromise
between Reformed epistemology and evidentialism. The second part explores ways in which beliefs
are related to evidence; that is, ways in which theevidence for or against religious belief that is
available to a person can depend on that person's background beliefs and other circumstances. The
third part contains chapters that discuss actual evidence for and against religious belief. Evidence
for belief in God includes the so-called common consent of the human race and the way that such
belief makes sense of the moral life; evidence against it includes profound puzzles about divine
freedom which suggest that it is impossible for a beingto be morally perfect.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Evangelical Theology, Second Edition Michael
F. Bird, 2020-10-20 Gospel-Centered Theology for Today Evangelical Theology, Second Edition helps
today's readers understand and practice the doctrines of the Christian faith by presenting a
gospel-centered theology that is accessible, rigorous, and balanced. According author Michael Bird
the gospel is the fulcrum of Christian doctrine; the gospel is where God meets us and where we
introduce the world to God. And as such, an authentically evangelical theology is the working out of
the gospel in the various doctrines of Christian theology. The text helps readers learn the essentials
of Christian theology through several key features, including: A What to Take Home section at end of
every part that gives readers a run-down on all the important things they need to know. Tables,
sidebars, and questions for discussion to help reinforce key ideas and concepts A Comic Belief
section, since reading theology can often be dry and cerebral, so that readers enjoy their learning
experience through some theological humor added for good measure. Now in its second edition,




Evangelical Theology has proven itself in classrooms around the world as a resource that helps
readers not only understand the vital doctrines of Christian theology but one that shows them how
the gospel should shape how they think, pray, preach, teach, and minister in the world.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Approaching Philosophy of Religion Anthony C.
Thiselton, 2018-01-16 Encountering philosophy of religion for the first time, we are like explorers
arriving on an uncharted coastline. This introduction from Anthony Thiselton is divided into three
parts, first mapping the main approaches, then introducing us to the major ideas and thinkers, and
finally giving concise explanations of all the words and phrases readers need to know.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United
States George Thomas Kurian, Mark A. Lamport, 2016-11-10 From the Founding Fathers through
the present, Christianity has exercised powerful influence in the United States—from its role in
shaping politics and social institutions to its hand in inspiring art and culture. The Encyclopedia of
Christianity in the United States outlines the myriad roles Christianity has played and continues to
play. This masterful five-volume reference work includes biographies of major figures in the
Christian church in the United States, influential religious documents and Supreme Court decisions,
and information on theology and theologians, denominations, faith-based organizations, immigration,
art—from decorative arts and film to music and literature—evangelism and crusades, the significant
role of women, racial issues, civil religion, and more. The first volume opens with introductory
essays that provide snapshots of Christianity in the U.S. from pre-colonial times to the present, as
well as a statistical profile and a timeline of key dates and events. Entries are organized from A to Z.
The final volume closes with essays exploring impressions of Christianity in the United States from
other faiths and other parts of the world, as well as a select yet comprehensive bibliography.
Appendices help readers locate entries by thematic section and author, and a comprehensive index
further aids navigation.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Faith, Reason, and Beyond Reason Mark J.
Boone, 2024-07-16 The relationship between faith and reason is multifaceted. Faith transcends
reason in that it is more than reason alone can contain or fully guarantee, yet it is neither
unreasonable nor something to which reason is irrelevant—and reason says some pretty fine things
about it! This volume updates nine previously published articles on faith and reason by a Christian
philosopher who has been studying these matters for two decades, alongside one new essay and a
philosophical dialogue. These articles explain and integrate key ideas on faith and reason, including
Alvin Plantinga’s account of how Christian belief can be knowledge even without evidence; defenses
of faith from Augustine and William James; accounts of empirical evidence for faith from different
world religions; the distinction between faith and sight in the New Testament; the structure of the
evidence for the authority of the Bible; the idea that faith transcends reason because some articles
of faith are beyond human comprehension, even if we have evidence that they are true; and the
nature of faith as a total commitment beyond what the evidence alone can guarantee.

alvin plantinga warranted christian belief: Scientific Approaches to the Philosophy of
Religion Y. Nagasawa, 2012-07-25 Tackling central problems in philosophy of religion by referring
to relevant theories and findings in cognitive science, anthropology, developmental psychology,
decision theory, biology, physics, cosmology, the contributors address a range of topics, including
divine attributes; God, creation and evolution; God and the universe; religious beliefs.
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