
a murder is announced play
A Murder Is Announced Play: Unveiling the Intrigue and Suspense of Agatha
Christie's Classic

a murder is announced play is a fascinating adaptation of one of Agatha
Christie's most beloved detective novels. For fans of mystery and classic
whodunits, this play offers a thrilling theatrical experience, weaving
suspense, clever plot twists, and engaging characters into a captivating
story. Whether you are a seasoned Christie enthusiast or new to her work,
exploring the nuances of this play reveals why it continues to captivate
audiences worldwide.

Understanding the Background of A Murder Is
Announced

Before diving into the play itself, it’s important to appreciate the origins
of the story. Originally penned as a novel by Agatha Christie in 1950, *A
Murder Is Announced* features one of her most famous detectives, Miss Marple.
The premise is intriguing: an announcement appears in the local newspaper
stating that a murder will take place at a specific time and location. This
unusual prelude sets the stage for an intricate mystery that unfolds with
unexpected turns.

The Transition from Novel to Stage

Adapting a detective novel into a play requires careful consideration to
maintain the tension and pacing that readers enjoy. The *A Murder Is
Announced* play succeeds by condensing the story’s key elements while
preserving the suspenseful atmosphere. Dialogue becomes a vital tool,
revealing character motives and planting clues in a way that keeps
theatergoers guessing until the final reveal.

Plot Overview of A Murder Is Announced Play

The storyline centers around a quiet English village where a mysterious
newspaper advertisement declares: "A Murder Is Announced and Will Take Place
on Friday, October 29th, at Little Paddocks, 6.30 pm." Naturally, this
announcement shocks the residents, sparking curiosity and fear.



Key Events and Characters

- **Miss Marple**: The astute amateur detective who unravels the puzzle.
- **The villagers**: Each has secrets and possible motives, providing a rich
tapestry of suspects.
- **The victim and target**: The play carefully reveals who is at risk and
why.

As guests gather at Little Paddocks in response to the announcement, the
tension escalates, leading to an actual murder. Miss Marple’s sharp
observations and deductive skills become central to uncovering the truth
behind the cryptic announcement.

Theatrical Elements that Bring the Play to Life

What makes a murder mystery play truly engaging is not just the plot, but how
it’s presented on stage. The *A Murder Is Announced* play uses various
theatrical devices to enhance the storytelling.

Setting and Atmosphere

The setting typically reflects a cozy yet somewhat eerie English country
home, complete with period-appropriate decor. Lighting and sound effects are
employed to build suspense – dimming lights during tense moments or using
subtle sounds to hint at off-stage action.

Characterization and Acting

The success of the play often hinges on the actors’ ability to portray
complex characters convincingly. Miss Marple’s calm intelligence contrasts
with the nervous energy of other villagers, while suspects display a range of
emotions, from fear to deceit. This dynamic interplay keeps audiences engaged
and invested in the mystery.

Why A Murder Is Announced Play Remains Popular

There are several reasons why this play continues to draw crowds and earn
praise in theatrical circles.



Timeless Appeal of the Mystery Genre

Humans have always been fascinated by puzzles and crime-solving. The play’s
well-crafted narrative taps into this curiosity, combining suspense with
intellectual challenge. Watching the mystery unfold live adds an interactive
dimension absent from the novel.

Agatha Christie’s Enduring Legacy

As the “Queen of Crime,” Agatha Christie’s works have a universal and lasting
appeal. Her intricate plotting and memorable characters translate well onto
stage, allowing audiences to experience the thrill of detective work
firsthand.

Community and Interactive Experiences

Many productions of *A Murder Is Announced* encourage audience participation
or offer immersive experiences, further enhancing enjoyment. This social
aspect of theater connects people through shared excitement and speculation.

Tips for Enjoying or Producing A Murder Is
Announced Play

Whether you’re attending a performance or considering staging your own
production, here are some insights to maximize the experience:

Pay attention to details: The play is filled with subtle clues and red
herrings. Observing character interactions carefully will enrich your
understanding.

Focus on pacing: Directors should balance moments of tension with
lighter scenes to maintain audience engagement without overwhelming
them.

Emphasize character dynamics: Strong performances that highlight
individual motivations make the mystery more compelling.

Use set design creatively: A well-designed set can help establish mood
and provide visual hints to the plot.



Exploring Different Adaptations

In addition to the traditional stage play, *A Murder Is Announced* has seen
adaptations in television and radio formats. Each medium offers unique ways
to experience the story.

Comparing Stage and Screen Interpretations

While plays offer immediacy and live interaction, TV adaptations can explore
more locations and use cinematic techniques like close-ups to highlight
subtle expressions. Fans often enjoy comparing how different versions handle
key scenes and character portrayals.

Radio Dramas and Audio Plays

Audio adaptations rely heavily on dialogue and sound effects, allowing
listeners to imagine settings and actions. This format brings a nostalgic
charm and can be a great way to revisit the story from a fresh perspective.

The Impact of A Murder Is Announced on Mystery
Theatre

This play is often cited as a benchmark for successful mystery adaptations on
stage. Its blend of classic detective fiction elements with theatrical flair
has influenced many subsequent works in the genre.

Encouraging New Audiences

By bringing Christie’s work to the stage, *A Murder Is Announced* introduces
younger generations to classic mysteries, ensuring that the tradition of
suspenseful storytelling continues to thrive.

Inspiring Amateur and Professional Productions

Community theaters and professional companies alike find the play an
excellent choice due to its strong characters and manageable staging
requirements. It offers actors and directors alike a chance to explore
complex narratives and character-driven drama.

The enduring charm of *A Murder Is Announced* lies in its ability to keep



audiences guessing until the very end, combining the timeless appeal of
Agatha Christie’s storytelling with the immediacy and excitement of live
theater. Whether you are sitting in the audience or stepping onto the stage
yourself, the play promises a memorable journey into the heart of a classic
English murder mystery.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of the play 'A Murder is
Announced'?
'A Murder is Announced' is a play adapted from the novel by Agatha Christie.

What is the main plot of 'A Murder is Announced'?
The play revolves around a mysterious announcement in a local newspaper
stating that a murder will take place at a village home, leading to suspense
and investigation.

When was the play 'A Murder is Announced' first
performed?
'A Murder is Announced' was first adapted for the stage and performed in the
mid-20th century, following the popularity of Agatha Christie's novel.

Which character leads the investigation in 'A Murder
is Announced'?
Miss Marple, the famous amateur detective created by Agatha Christie, leads
the investigation in 'A Murder is Announced'.

What themes are explored in 'A Murder is Announced'?
The play explores themes such as deception, small-town secrets, justice, and
the nature of murder and mystery.

Has 'A Murder is Announced' been adapted into other
formats besides the play?
Yes, 'A Murder is Announced' has been adapted into television dramas and
radio plays, in addition to its stage adaptations.

Where is the setting of 'A Murder is Announced'?
The play is set in the fictional English village of Chipping Cleghorn.



What makes 'A Murder is Announced' a popular choice
for theater productions?
Its intriguing plot, well-developed characters, and classic whodunit appeal
make it a popular choice for theater productions.

Can 'A Murder is Announced' be enjoyed by audiences
unfamiliar with Agatha Christie's work?
Yes, the play is written to engage both Christie fans and newcomers with its
suspenseful storyline and compelling mystery.

What is the significance of the newspaper
announcement in the plot of 'A Murder is Announced'?
The newspaper announcement acts as a catalyst for the story, setting up the
murder mystery and drawing characters into the ensuing investigation.

Additional Resources
**A Murder Is Announced Play: An Intriguing Adaptation of Agatha Christie’s
Classic**

a murder is announced play represents a compelling dramatization of one of
Agatha Christie’s most beloved mystery novels. Since its original publication
in 1950, *A Murder Is Announced* has captivated readers with its intricate
plot, memorable characters, and signature twists. The theatrical adaptations
have sought to bring this suspenseful narrative from page to stage, offering
audiences a chance to experience the tension and intrigue live. This article
explores the nuances of the play adaptation, its fidelity to the source
material, and its impact on audiences and critics alike.

In-depth Analysis of A Murder Is Announced Play

Agatha Christie's *A Murder Is Announced* is renowned for its clever plot
construction and the involvement of her famous detective Miss Marple. The
play adaptation aims to capture the essence of Christie’s storytelling while
utilizing the unique strengths of live theater to enhance suspense and
engagement. Unlike the novel, which allows readers to delve into the internal
thoughts of characters and follow detailed narrative threads, the play relies
on dialogue, staging, and actor performances to convey the mystery.

One of the most notable features of the *a murder is announced play* is its
use of setting. The story unfolds in the quaint English village of Chipping
Cleghorn, where a cryptic newspaper announcement invites residents to witness



a murder at a local home. The theatrical rendition often emphasizes the cozy
yet eerie atmosphere of the village, using lighting and set design to create
a sense of claustrophobia and anticipation. This immersive environment
heightens the audience’s emotional investment, making the eventual revelation
all the more impactful.

Character Portrayal and Casting Choices

A critical element in the success of the *a murder is announced play* lies in
the portrayal of its characters, particularly Miss Marple. As an amateur
detective, Miss Marple’s subtle intelligence and observational skills are
central to unraveling the mystery. Different productions have presented
varied interpretations of her character, from the sweetly unassuming elderly
lady to a more assertive and sharp-witted figure. Casting decisions
significantly influence the tone of the play, with some adaptations leaning
into the humor and others emphasizing the darker aspects of the narrative.

Supporting characters such as Letitia Blacklock, the owner of the house where
the murder is announced, and the eclectic villagers add layers of complexity
to the story. The play’s ensemble cast must carefully balance suspicion,
camaraderie, and deceit, ensuring that the audience remains engaged and
guessing until the final act. Effective performances often bring out the
subtle social dynamics and hidden motives that Christie masterfully embedded
in her writing.

Plot Adaptation and Pacing

Adapting a novel like *A Murder Is Announced* for the stage involves
condensing and occasionally reconfiguring plot elements to suit theatrical
constraints. The play typically streamlines certain subplots and focuses on
key scenes that drive the narrative forward. This adaptation process requires
a careful balance between maintaining the integrity of the original story and
ensuring a coherent and compelling stage experience.

Pacing is particularly crucial in a murder mystery play. Directors must
carefully manage scene transitions and dialogue delivery to sustain suspense
without overwhelming or confusing the audience. The *a murder is announced
play* often employs strategic cliffhangers at the end of scenes and subtle
foreshadowing to keep viewers invested. Compared to other Christie
adaptations like *The Mousetrap* or *Witness for the Prosecution*, this play
is noted for its deliberate buildup, culminating in a satisfying and logical
resolution.



Comparisons with Other Agatha Christie Plays

Agatha Christie’s works have inspired numerous stage adaptations over the
decades, many of which have become staples of mystery theater. When comparing
*a murder is announced play* to other Christie plays, several distinctions
emerge.

The Mousetrap: Known as the world’s longest-running play, *The
Mousetrap* thrives on minimalistic staging and a closed-circle mystery
format. Its suspense is more claustrophobic, whereas *A Murder Is
Announced* incorporates a broader social setting with village gossip and
multiple perspectives.

Witness for the Prosecution: This play is courtroom-centric, relying
heavily on dramatic testimony and legal twists. In contrast, *a murder
is announced play* focuses on community dynamics and the detective’s
investigative process outside of formal legal settings.

And Then There Were None: A darker and more intense narrative, it
presents a survival thriller with escalating tension. The *a murder is
announced play* maintains a lighter tone at times, blending suspense
with moments of wit and social commentary.

These comparisons highlight how *a murder is announced play* occupies a
unique niche within Christie’s theatrical canon, offering a blend of mystery
and social observation that appeals to a wide range of audiences.

Staging and Direction Techniques

Successful productions of *a murder is announced play* often utilize
innovative staging techniques to amplify the mystery. Directors may employ
non-linear storytelling, flashbacks, or interactive elements to enhance
audience engagement. The use of sound effects—such as ominous knocks,
footsteps, or sudden silences—can create an atmosphere of unease and
anticipation.

Lighting plays a pivotal role in setting the mood, with dimmed or flickering
lights signaling moments of revelation or danger. The confined setting of the
village home allows for creative use of space, encouraging directors to focus
on subtle character interactions and visual clues that attentive viewers can
pick up.



Pros and Cons of the Play Adaptation

Like any adaptation, the *a murder is announced play* has its strengths and
limitations.

Pros:

Faithful to the original novel’s plot and character development.

Engaging live performance that enhances suspense through atmosphere
and acting.

Accessible to audiences unfamiliar with the book, offering a self-
contained mystery experience.

Flexible staging options suitable for both small theaters and
larger venues.

Cons:

Some narrative complexity is inevitably lost due to time
constraints.

Audience members unfamiliar with Christie’s style might find the
pace slow compared to modern thrillers.

Limited action sequences, relying heavily on dialogue and character
interaction, which may affect engagement for some viewers.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Decades after its original release, *A Murder Is Announced* continues to
resonate with contemporary audiences, partly due to its theatrical
adaptations. The play remains a popular choice for community theaters,
professional companies, and touring productions worldwide. Its themes of
trust, deception, and the facade of small-town tranquility are timeless,
inviting reflection on human nature and social interaction.

Moreover, the play’s appeal extends beyond traditional mystery enthusiasts.
It offers an accessible entry point into classic detective fiction, with
opportunities for actors and directors to explore nuanced character work and



intricate plotting. Its ongoing popularity on stage underscores the enduring
legacy of Agatha Christie’s storytelling and the continued appetite for well-
crafted murder mysteries.

As live theater adapts to modern tastes, incorporating technological
advancements and diverse casting, the *a murder is announced play* stands as
a testament to the power of classic narratives to captivate and challenge
audiences. Whether experienced as a novel or a live performance, the story’s
blend of suspense, wit, and social insight ensures its place in the canon of
great detective fiction.

A Murder Is Announced Play

  a murder is announced play: Agatha Christie J.C. Bernthal, 2022-08-25 The undisputed
Queen of Crime, Dame Agatha Christie (1890-1976) is the bestselling novelist of all time. As the
creator of immortal detectives Hercule Poirot and Jane Marple, she continues to enthrall readers
around the world and is drawing increasing attention from scholars, historians, and critics. But
Christie wrote far beyond Poirot and Marple. A varied life including war work, archaeology, and two
very different marriages provided the backdrop to a diverse body of work. This encyclopedic
companion summarizes and explores Christie's entire literary output, including the detective fiction,
plays, radio dramas, adaptations, and her little-studied non-crime writing. It details all published
works and key themes and characters, as well as the people and places that inspired them, and
identifies a trove of uncollected interviews, articles, and unpublished material, including details that
have never appeared in print. For the casual reader looking for background information on their
favorite mystery to the dedicated scholar tracking down elusive new angles, this companion will
provide the most comprehensive and up-to-date information.
  a murder is announced play: The English Crime Play in the Twentieth Century Beatrix
Hesse, 2015-08-02 This is the first comprehensive study of the English crime play, presenting a
survey of 250 plays performed in the London West End between 1900 and 2000. The first part is
historically orientated while the second one establishes a tentative poetics of the genre. The third
part presents an analysis of some 20 plays adapted from detective fiction.
  a murder is announced play: Modern British Women Writers Vicki K. Janik, Del Ivan Janik,
2002-11-30 The 20th century witnessed several major cultural movements, including modernism,
anti-modernism, and postmodernism. These and other means of understanding and perceiving the
world shaped the literature of that era and, with the rise of feminism, resulted in a particularly rich
body of literature by women writers. This reference includes alphabetically arranged entries on 58
British women writers of the 20th century. Some of these writers were born in England, while
others, such as Katherine Mansfield and Doris Lessing, came from countries of the former Empire or
Commonwealth. The volume also includes entries for women of color, such as Kamala Markandaya
and Buchi Emecheta. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes an overview of the
writer's background, an analysis of her works, an assessment of her achievements, and lists of
primary and secondary sources. The volume closes with a selected, general bibliography.
  a murder is announced play: The Villainous Stage Marvin Lachman, 2014-11-14 Live theatre
was once the main entertainment medium in the United States and the United Kingdom. The
preeminent dramatists and actors of the day wrote and performed in numerous plays in which crime
was a major plot element. This remains true today, especially with the longest-running shows such
as The Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables and Sweeney Todd. While hundreds of books have
been published about crime fiction in film and on television, the topic of stage mysteries has been

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-174/a-murder-is-announced-play.pdf


largely unexplored. Covering productions from the 18th century to the 2013-2014 theatre season,
this is the first history of crime plays according to subject matter. More than 20 categories are
identified, including whodunits, comic mysteries, courtroom dramas, musicals, crook plays, social
issues, Sherlock Holmes, and Agatha Christie. Nearly 900 plays are described, including the
reactions of critics and audiences.
  a murder is announced play: Blood on the Stage, 1975-2000 Amnon Kabatchnik, 2012
Describes more than 80 full-length plays produced in the last quarter of the 20th century, with an
emphasis on New York and London performances.
  a murder is announced play: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza, 2006-05-17
From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the
foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas Carol
and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books as
Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHS), is also offered.
  a murder is announced play: Agatha Christie Goes to War Rebecca Mills, J.C. Bernthal,
2019-11-08 Agatha Christie has never been substantially considered as a war writer, even though
war is a constant presence in her writing. This interdisciplinary collection of essays considers the
effects of these conflicts on the social and psychological textures of Christie’s detective fiction and
other writings, demonstrating not only Christie’s textual navigation of her contemporary
surroundings and politics, but also the value of her voice as a popular fiction writer reflecting
popular concerns. Agatha Christie Goes to War introduces the ‘Queen of Crime’ as an essential voice
in the discussion of war, warfare, and twentieth century literature.
  a murder is announced play: The Guide to Selecting Plays Samuel French Ltd, 2006
  a murder is announced play: Plays and Players , 1989
  a murder is announced play: The Science of Agatha Christie Meg Hafdahl, Kelly Florence,
2023-09-05 Uncover the theories behind Dame Agatha Christie's most thrilling mysteries: Murder on
the Orient Express, Death on the Nile, The A.B.C. Murders, and so much more! Gothic media moguls
Meg Hafdahl and Kelly Florence, authors of The Science of Stephen King and co-hosts of the Horror
Rewind podcast called “the best horror film podcast out there” by Film Daddy, present a guide to the
Agatha Christie stories and supersleuths we all know and love. Through interviews, literary and film
analysis, and bone-chilling discoveries, The Science of Agatha Christie uncovers the science behind
the sixty-six detective novels and fourteen short story collections that have become an integral part
of the modern murder mystery, answering such questions as: What is the science behind the poisons
used to commit murders in Agatha Christie’s stories? When did crime investigation become more
common as seen in Murder on the Orient Express? Has science made it possible to uncover the truth
behind the investigative powers of Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple? How did Agatha Christie use
isolated settings to best explore the psychology of her characters? Join Kelly and Meg as they
discover why sometimes the impossible must be possible!
  a murder is announced play: Blood on the Stage, 1925-1950 Amnon Kabatchnik, 2010 In
this volume, Amnon Kabatchnik provides an overview of more than 150 important and memorable
theatrical works of crime and detection between 1925 and 1950. Each entry includes a plot synopsis,
production data, and the opinions of well known and respected critics and scholars.
  a murder is announced play: Lone Witness to a Murder William J. Smith, 2017-02-16



Doctor Franklin is a well-respected doctor who works at the local insane asylum.One night, he gets
into a fight with his live-in girlfriend;Nancy Walker.The fight escalates until Doctor Franklin pulls
out a gun and kills Ms.Walker.Just as Doctor Franklin thinks he's going to get away with murder, he
finds out that there was a Lone Witness to a Murder;a witness to the murder that he committed, who
watched the whole event.Naturally, this witness is the only person standing in his way of getting
away with murder, little Carol Anne;the next-door neighbor's little girl, who he must now find a way
to silence forever.
  a murder is announced play: The Bloomsbury Handbook to Agatha Christie Mary Anna
Evans, J.C. Bernthal, 2022-09-08 Nominated for the 2023 Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best Critical /
Biography The first specifically academic companion to contemporary scholarship on the work of
Agatha Christie, this book includes chapters by an international group of scholars writing on topics
and fields of study as various as ecocriticism and the anthropocene, popular modernism, middlebrow
fiction, queer theory, feminism, crime and the state, and more. It addresses a broad selection of
Christie's crime novels, as well as her short stories, literary novels written pseudonymously, and her
own and others' dramatic adaptations for television, film, and the stage. Featuring unprecedented
access to images and content held in Christie's personal archive, as well as a Foreword from
renowned crime fiction writer Val McDermid, this is essential reading for anyone interested in
Christie's work and legacy.
  a murder is announced play: Plays by Susan Glaspell Susan Glaspell, 1987-07-02 A cofounder
of the Provincetown Players - the group that acted as midwife to the American theatre - Susan
Glaspell (1876-1948) can also lay claim to be a major figure in her own right. Her early plays were in
many respects as challenging and original as those with which O'Neill made his debut. Her concern
with language as subject, with character as an expression of social role, with plot as a mechanism
that may ensnare rather than locate the self, mode her very much a modern. In Trifles (1916) she
developed a feminist critique of social role. In The Outside (1917) she staged a debate between the
life force and a perverse celebration of death. In both plays silence becomes an eloquent expression
of meaning. The Verge (1921) is an experimental work of considerable proportions, more daring in
many ways than anything attempted by O'Neill. Though Inheritors (1921) is far more conventional it
touched a contemporary nerve, questioning the nature and reality of American pieties. Long known
only for a single play, Susan Glaspell now emerges as a significant figure in the history of American
drama, a woman of genuine creative daring.
  a murder is announced play: Writing for Stage and Screen Sherry Kramer, 2023-06-15
Reading and digesting the lessons in this book can be of greater value to an aspiring dramatist than
years in an MFA program. Whether you are writing for the stage, screen or audio, this book is an
invaluable teacher and guide to have by your side throughout the development and revision process.
Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig This book does what no other playwriting book in my experience has done,
it offers a new way of seeing and conceiving how theatre makes meaning and carries emotional
impact in performance. Suzan Zeder, Professor Emerita and former Head Of Playwriting at
University of Texas at Austin, USA Combining a step-by-step analysis of the technique of writing for
stage and screen with how the mystery, poetry, and emotional momentum is achieved for the
audience, Sherry Kramer offers an empowering, original guide for emerging and established writers.
In this structured look at the way audience members progress through a work in real time, Sherry
Kramer uses plain-spoken vocabulary to help you discover how to make work that will mean more to
your audiences. By using examples drawn from plays, film, and streaming series, ranging from A
Streetcar Named Desire to Fleabag to Pirates of the Caribbean, this study makes its concepts
accessible to a wide range of artists who work in timebound art. The book also features multiple
exercises, developed with MFA writers in The Iowa Playwrights Workshop and The Michener Center
for Writers, where Kramer taught for the past 25 years, which provide entrance points to help you
consider and create your work.
  a murder is announced play: The Pocket Guide to Plays & Playwrights Maureen Hughes,
2009-03-19 Everything you need to know about plays and playwrights in one handy guide by leading



expert Maureen Hughes who has had one of her 8 musicals produced in the West End and teaches
musical theater. Covering everything from the top playwrights through the centuries to a
comprehensive A-Z listing of plays from around the world. Accessibility is a key selling point with
factboxes highlighting key or curious facts about the subject.
  a murder is announced play: Dictionary Catalog of the Research Libraries of the New
York Public Library, 1911-1971 New York Public Library. Research Libraries, 1979
  a murder is announced play: The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film Alan Goble,
2011-09-08 No detailed description available for The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film.
  a murder is announced play: The Book Buyer's Guide , 1967
  a murder is announced play: Enquist Plays: 1 Per Olov Enquist, 2014-05-29 The first
collection by Sweden's foremost contemporary playwright NIGHT OF THE TRIBADES (1975) centres
around the triangular relationship between August Strindberg, the actress Marie Caroline David and
Siri von Essen. It has been translated into twenty languages including a short run on Broadway. THE
IMAGE MAKERS (1998) deals with Selma Lagerlof's father and his alcoholism whilst THE RAIN
MAKERS is a fascinating study of Hans Christian Anderson. THE HOUR OF THE LYNX: Enquist's
play, feelingly translated from the Swedish offers a profound exploration of spirituality, love and
faith within a text that is grippingly dramatic, unfailingly absorbing and often upliftingly lyrical. At a
time when young writers were looking for new forms of literary expression, Enquist settled for an
investigative style, and attempt to reconstruct events reported to have happened, but where the
truth is often too inaccessible... it was a style that was to remain Enquist's literary landmark
characterising both his novels and his plays Contemporary World Authors ed. Tracey Chevalier
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