
this is america rhetorical analysis

This Is America Rhetorical Analysis: Unpacking the Powerful Symbolism and Message

this is america rhetorical analysis provides a fascinating window into the complex social and political
commentary embedded within Childish Gambino’s groundbreaking music video. Since its release in 2018,
"This Is America" has sparked widespread discussion, not only for its catchy beat but more so for the layers
of meaning it conveys about race, violence, and American society. Diving deeper into the rhetorical devices
at play offers a richer understanding of how the video communicates its urgent message.

Understanding the Context Behind "This Is America"

Before analyzing the rhetorical elements, it’s important to grasp the cultural and historical backdrop
surrounding the video. Directed by Hiro Murai and performed by Donald Glover (Childish Gambino), "This
Is America" came at a time of heightened awareness about gun violence, systemic racism, and police
brutality in the United States. The video’s release coincided with ongoing national debates about racial
inequality, making its message both timely and provocative.

The Role of Visual Symbolism

One of the most striking features of "This Is America" is its use of vivid and often disturbing imagery. The
video employs visual symbolism as a powerful rhetorical strategy to evoke emotional responses and
provoke critical reflection.

- **Gun Violence and Chaos**: Throughout the video, sudden acts of violence erupt without warning, often
juxtaposed against moments of carefree dancing. These scenes highlight the unpredictable and pervasive
nature of gun violence in America.
- **Shifting Focus**: The camera’s movement directs the viewer’s attention strategically—from joyful
dancing to brutal shootings—mirroring how society often ignores underlying issues while being distracted
by entertainment.
- **The Jim Crow Pose**: Childish Gambino’s exaggerated facial expressions and gestures reference
historical racist caricatures, linking past oppression to present-day struggles.

Rhetorical Devices in the Lyrics and Visuals

The combination of auditory and visual rhetoric makes "This Is America" a compelling piece of art and



social critique.

Juxtaposition and Contrast

One of the most effective rhetorical techniques used in the video is juxtaposition. The lighthearted,
energetic choreography contrasts starkly with the sudden outbreaks of violence. This contrast forces the
audience to reconcile the coexistence of entertainment and trauma in American culture.

Irony and Satire

The video’s playful dances set against grim realities serve as ironic commentary on how entertainment can
distract from serious societal problems. The repeated phrase “This is America” becomes a satirical statement,
questioning the narrative of American exceptionalism by exposing harsh truths.

Pathos: Appealing to Emotion

The visceral imagery and unsettling shifts in tone engage viewers emotionally. Scenes depicting innocent
victims and chaotic violence evoke feelings of shock, sadness, and urgency, compelling audiences to
confront uncomfortable realities rather than turn away.

Ethos and Credibility

Donald Glover’s multifaceted identity as an actor, musician, and public figure lends credibility to the
message. His deliberate choices in performance and collaboration with director Hiro Murai enhance the
authenticity and impact of the piece.

Analyzing the Dance and Choreography as Rhetorical Tools

Dance is not merely entertainment in "This Is America"; it is a deliberate rhetorical device communicating
cultural and political messages.



The Significance of Dance Styles

The choreography blends traditional African dance moves with contemporary hip-hop, symbolizing the
complexity of Black identity and cultural expression in America. The contrast between the lively dances
and the grim violence underscores the resilience and vibrancy of Black culture amidst systemic oppression.

Distraction as a Theme

The dancers’ movements often distract both the viewer and the characters within the video from the
violence occurring in the background. This reflects a broader social critique: how media and entertainment
can divert public attention from critical issues like racial injustice.

Interpreting the Setting and Cinematography

The setting and camera work in the video contribute significantly to its rhetorical impact.

The Use of Wide Shots and Close-Ups

Wide shots capture the chaotic environment, revealing multiple layers of action simultaneously. Close-ups
of Gambino’s expressions intensify the personal and emotional connection with the audience, emphasizing
his role as both participant and observer.

The Empty Warehouse as a Symbol

The choice of an empty warehouse as the primary setting suggests a sense of isolation and desolation. It
metaphorically represents the emptiness beneath the surface of American culture, where violence and
discrimination are pervasive yet often unspoken.

Language and Repetition: Reinforcing the Core Message

The lyrical content and its delivery play a crucial role in reinforcing the video’s themes.



Repetitive Phrases

The repeated chorus, “This is America,” serves as a rhetorical anchor, reminding viewers of the central
critique. This repetition emphasizes that the issues portrayed are not isolated incidents but ingrained aspects
of the national identity.

Colloquial Language and Slang

The use of informal language and slang grounds the message in contemporary Black culture, making it
relatable and authentic. It also contrasts sharply with the formal and sanitized narratives often presented in
mainstream media.

Why "This Is America" Resonates So Deeply

What makes "This Is America" stand out as a rhetorical masterpiece is its layered messaging and innovative
use of multimedia elements. It transcends the typical music video format by combining symbolism,
emotion, and social critique into a cohesive narrative that challenges viewers to think critically about race
relations and violence.

The video’s ability to generate conversation across diverse audiences highlights the effectiveness of its
rhetorical strategies. It invites viewers to look beyond surface-level interpretations and engage with
uncomfortable truths about American society.

In exploring the rhetorical devices used in "This Is America," it becomes clear that the video is not just a
piece of entertainment but a call to awareness. Its artistry lies in balancing aesthetic appeal with a profound
social message, making it a vital text for discussions on race, media, and cultural identity today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main rhetorical strategy used in Childish Gambino's 'This is
America' music video?
The main rhetorical strategy used in 'This is America' is juxtaposition, contrasting cheerful dance and
entertainment with sudden violence and chaos to highlight the complexities of African American identity
and social issues in America.



How does the use of symbolism enhance the message in 'This is
America'?
Symbolism is heavily used, such as the gun representing violence, the chaotic background representing
societal turmoil, and the dancing symbolizing distraction, all working together to critique systemic racism
and gun violence in America.

In what ways does the choreography contribute to the rhetorical impact
of 'This is America'?
The choreography contrasts lively, catchy dance moves with abrupt, violent actions, emphasizing how
entertainment can mask harsh realities and encouraging viewers to look beyond surface distractions to
understand deeper social issues.

How does 'This is America' use visual rhetoric to comment on gun
violence?
Visual rhetoric in the video includes graphic depictions of shootings and the casual handling of firearms,
underscoring the normalization of gun violence in American society and prompting critical reflection on its
consequences.

What role does irony play in the rhetorical analysis of 'This is America'?
Irony is central, as the upbeat music and dancing sharply contrast with scenes of brutality and chaos,
highlighting the disparity between America's cultural image and its underlying social problems,
particularly regarding race and violence.

Additional Resources
**This Is America Rhetorical Analysis: Unpacking Childish Gambino’s Provocative Visual Narrative**

this is america rhetorical analysis delves into the layered and complex imagery presented in Childish
Gambino’s 2018 music video “This Is America.” Directed by Hiro Murai, the video stunned audiences
worldwide with its bold portrayal of racial tensions, gun violence, and cultural contradictions in
contemporary America. Through a combination of visual symbolism, choreographed movement, and
contrasting tonal shifts, the piece serves as a powerful social commentary that demands close scrutiny. This
article explores the rhetorical strategies employed in “This Is America,” highlighting how the video
communicates its themes to provoke thought and dialogue on systemic issues.



Visual Symbolism and Juxtaposition

At the heart of “This Is America” lies a sophisticated use of visual symbolism that juxtaposes entertainment
and violence to underscore the distraction and desensitization prevalent in American society. The video
opens with a jubilant Gambino dancing in a warehouse setting, immediately evoking the energy of a
carefree performance. However, the sudden and stark transition to graphic violence—such as the shooting
of a choir—shatters this illusion, forcing viewers to confront the brutal reality lurking beneath the surface.

This technique of contrasting joyous dance sequences with shocking acts of brutality reflects the rhetorical
device of antithesis, effectively highlighting America’s dual nature. The upbeat choreography, inspired by
African American dance styles, symbolizes cultural expression and resilience, while the intermittent
violence represents systemic oppression and the pervasive presence of gun-related tragedies.

Furthermore, the recurring motif of the white horse, which appears briefly when a mass shooting occurs,
alludes to the biblical “Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” signaling death and chaos. This layered
symbolism reinforces the message that violence is not an isolated event but a recurring, almost apocalyptic,
phenomenon within American life.

Use of Body Language and Facial Expressions

Childish Gambino’s body language throughout the video serves as a nonverbal rhetorical strategy,
communicating complex emotions without dialogue. His exaggerated, often joyful dancing contrasts sharply
with his intense, sometimes fearful expressions during moments of violence. This duality invites viewers
to interpret the conflicting realities experienced by marginalized communities—celebration coexisting with
constant threat.

The dancers surrounding Gambino provide additional layers of meaning. Their synchronized movements
in the foreground draw attention and captivate the viewer, while chaotic scenes unfold in the background.
This spatial arrangement reinforces the rhetorical theme of distraction; entertainment serves as a veil over
harsh societal truths. The dancers’ varied expressions, ranging from neutrality to alarm, subtly reflect the
spectrum of public responses to violence and social injustice.

Sound Design and Lyrical Content as Rhetorical Devices

The auditory elements in “This Is America” complement the visual rhetoric by weaving contrasting
soundscapes and lyrical themes. The song’s rhythm oscillates between upbeat trap beats and sudden, jarring
shifts to gospel-inspired melodies. This sonic interplay mirrors the video’s visual contrasts, enhancing the
emotional impact and reinforcing the message of duality.



Lyrically, Gambino employs a sparse, repetitive style that emphasizes key phrases such as “This is
America” and “Don’t catch you slippin’ up.” The repetition functions rhetorically to instill urgency and
reinforce the ongoing nature of the issues addressed. The phrase “Don’t catch you slippin’ up” serves as both
warning and indictment, suggesting that vigilance is necessary for survival within a dangerous socio-
political landscape.

Moreover, the inclusion of gunshot sounds within the music blurs the line between rhythm and violence,
compelling the audience to confront the reality that gunfire has become an ingrained, almost normalized
part of American life. This stylistic choice transforms the background noise of violence into a percussive
element, making the listener complicit in the unsettling environment Gambino portrays.

Interplay Between Entertainment and Social Commentary

A central rhetorical strategy in “This Is America” is its deliberate blending of entertainment with stark
social commentary. By embedding serious messages within a seemingly engaging and accessible format, the
video challenges viewers to reconcile their desire for amusement with the discomfort of confronting
systemic issues.

This technique can be seen as a form of ethos appeal, where Gambino establishes credibility as an artist who
not only entertains but also educates and provokes. The use of popular dance moves and catchy beats attracts
a broad audience, while the graphic imagery and pointed symbolism ensure that the message is neither
diluted nor ignored.

The video’s ending, featuring a chase scene with Gambino running frantically away from a mob,
encapsulates this tension. It leaves the viewer unsettled, symbolizing the inescapable nature of violence and
the precariousness of freedom for certain groups within America.

Social and Cultural Context Influencing Rhetorical Impact

Understanding the broader social and cultural context is essential for a comprehensive “this is america
rhetorical analysis.” Released during a period marked by heightened discussions about gun control, police
brutality, and racial inequality, the video taps into collective anxieties and ongoing debates.

The timing of the release amplified the rhetorical power of the video, as it coincided with national
conversations about mass shootings and the Black Lives Matter movement. By visualizing these issues
through a multifaceted narrative, the video transcends traditional protest art, offering a nuanced critique
that resonates across demographics.

Childish Gambino’s identity as a prominent African American artist further enhances the rhetorical weight
of the piece. His perspective brings authenticity and urgency to the portrayal of systemic racism and



violence, making the video a potent contribution to cultural discourse.

Comparison with Similar Works

When compared with other socially conscious music videos, “This Is America” distinguishes itself through
its stark balance of entertainment and unsettling imagery. Unlike works that adopt a purely documentary
or didactic approach, Gambino’s video leverages aesthetic appeal to engage viewers before confronting
them with uncomfortable realities.

For instance, Kendrick Lamar’s “Alright” also addresses racial injustice and police violence but employs
hopeful and uplifting imagery. In contrast, “This Is America” opts for a more cynical and chaotic portrayal,
emphasizing the cyclical nature of violence and the distractions that prevent societal progress.

This contrast highlights the effectiveness of different rhetorical strategies in activism and art,
demonstrating how tone, style, and symbolism influence audience reception and interpretation.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of “This Is America”

The rhetorical devices employed in “This Is America” create a layered and provocative narrative that
challenges viewers to confront uncomfortable truths about modern American society. Through visual
symbolism, body language, sound design, and cultural context, the video transcends typical music video
fare to become a powerful catalyst for reflection and discussion.

Its intricate interplay between entertainment and social critique exemplifies how art can serve both as a
mirror and a megaphone for societal issues. As debates about race, violence, and identity continue to evolve,
“This Is America” remains a compelling example of rhetorical artistry that captures the complexities of
contemporary America in a single, unforgettable visual performance.

This Is America Rhetorical Analysis

  this is america rhetorical analysis: The Rhetorical Analysis of Scripture Stanley E. Porter,
Thomas H. Olbricht, 1997-09-01 This is the third in a series of conference papers on rhetorical
criticism. Held in July 1995 in London, the conference included participants from the United
Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Germany, Italy, Switzerland and the Republic of South Africa.
Part I is concerned with the past, present and future of rhetorical analysis; Parts II, III and IV are
concerned with rhetorical analysis of scriptural texts; and Part V provides a conclusion reflecting on
a number of questions raised in Part I. Most of the participants would characterize themselves as
advocates of rhetorical criticism; but there were others less convinced that rhetorical criticism is
developing as it ought.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/this-is-america-rhetorical-analysis.pdf


  this is america rhetorical analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of the NAFTA Debate Arturo
Zárate Ruiz, 2000 This book criticizes NAFTA rhetoric on the grounds that much of the support or
opposition to the treaty was pointless; it rested on the belief that men are powerless before the
global trends of economy. Arturo Zárate-Ruiz analyzes the opinions of more than 100 organizations
and politicians from Canada, U.S., and Mexico, and covers the issues of free trade, labor, education,
environment, and democracy.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Handbook of Rhetorical Analysis John Franklin Genung,
1889
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Understanding Political Persuasion: Linguistic and
Rhetorical Analysis Douglas Mark Ponton, 2020-04-02 This book builds on the consolidated
research field of Political Discourse Analysis and attempts to provide an introduction suitable for
adoption amongst a readership wishing to understand some of the principles underlying such
research, and above all to appreciate how the tools of discourse analysis might be applied to actual
texts. It summarises some of the work that has been done in this field by authorities such as
Halliday, Fairclough, Wodak, Chilton, Van Dijk, Martin, Van Leeuwen and others to provide the
would-be analyst with practical ideas for their own research. Naturally, this would not be the first
time that such a handbook or introductory reference book has been proposed. Fairclough himself
recently produced one; however, his work, simply entitled Political Discourse Analysis, inevitably
includes theoretical insights from his own research. The beginning analyst can, at times, experience
a sense of bewilderment at the mass of theoretical writing in linguistics, in the search for some
practical, usable tools. I explain a variety of such tools, demonstrating their usefulness in application
to the analysis of a number of political speeches, from different historical periods and diverse social
contexts. The author’s hope is that would-be students of political rhetoric, of whatever level and
from a variety of research areas, will be able to pick up this book and find tools and techniques that
will assist them in actual work on texts. Naturally, it is also hoped that they will be inspired to follow
up the suggestions for further reading which they will find in the bibliography.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine Judy Z. Segal,
2008-06-30 Assessing rhetorical principles of contemporary health issues Hypochondriacs are
vulnerable to media hype, anorexics are susceptible to public scrutiny, and migraine sufferers are
tainted with the history of the “migraine personality,” maintains rhetorical theorist Judy Z. Segal. All
are influenced by the power of persuasion. Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine explores persistent
health conditions that resist conventional medical solutions. Using a range of rhetorical principles,
Segal analyzes how patients and their illnesses are formed within the physician/patient relationship.
The intractable problem of a patient’s rejection of a doctor’s advice, says Segal, can be considered a
rhetorical failure—a failure of persuasion. Examining the discourse of medicine through case
studies, applications, and analyses, Segal illustrates how illnesses are described in ways that limit
patients’ choices and satisfaction. She also illuminates psychiatric conditions, infectious diseases,
genetic testing, and cosmetic surgeries through the lens of rhetorical theory. Health and the
Rhetoric of Medicine bridges critical analysis for scholarly, professional, and lay audiences. Segal
highlights the persuasive element in diagnosis, health policy, illness experience, and illness
narratives. She also addresses questions of direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, the
role of health information in creating the “worried well” and problems of trust and expertise in
physician/patient relationships. A useful resource for critical common sense in everyday life, the text
provides an effective examination of a society increasingly influenced by the rhetoric of health and
medicine.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Theaters of War V. Casaregola, 2009-09-28 Historian
Vincent Casaregola examines the portrayal of WWII in popular culture and how that protrayal has
changed over time. By examining WWII films, literature, theatre and art from the Cold War era, the
Vietnam War, the Reagan years, and present day, he seeks to understnad the part played by current
politics, events and conflicts.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Acts of Resistance Jeanne Dyches, Brandon Sams, Ashley



S. Boyd, 2020-02-06 In 1969, Neil Postman and Charles Weingartner published Teaching as a
Subversive Activity. Subversive teaching today, however, looks very different than it did in 1969.
Teachers today must deliver their instruction in an era of formidable challenges related to
curriculum, educational policy, and cultural and political ideology. Students learn in an environment
that includes active shooter drills and increasingly violent public policy that assaults immigrants,
people of Color, women, and the LGBTQIA+ community. A robust public education is needed now
more than ever, though the resources to provide it dwindle daily. Acts of Resistance: Subversive
Teaching in the English Language Arts (ELA) Classroom showcases examples of subversive
pedagogy to instruct and inspire teachers and to contextualize subversive ELA pedagogy in the
contemporary educational moment. Chapter authors--in-service teachers and teacher educators
alike--draw from case studies, narrative inquiry, and other qualitative methodologies to explain how
they have variously taken up subversive pedagogy in the ELA classroom. Because teachers and other
stakeholders resist oppressive structures—including disciplinary confinements—when they teach
from subversive viewpoints, each chapter describes a disciplinary “act of resistance” that illuminates
possibilities for countering uncritical, “traditional” handling of ELA experiences. Perfect for courses
such as: ELA Methods | Literacy Methods | Social Justice | Critical Literacy | Writing | Literature |
Disciplinary Literacy | Curriculum Theory | Pedagogy | ELA Professional Development (Inservice
Teachers)
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Rhetorics of Democracy in the Americas Adriana
Angel, Michael L. Butterworth, Nancy R. Gómez, 2021-02-26 Democracy is venerated in US political
culture, in part because it is our democracy. As a result, we assume that the government and
institutions of the United States represent the true and right form of democracy, needed by all. This
volume challenges this commonplace belief by putting US politics in the context of the Americas
more broadly. Seeking to cultivate conversations among and between the hemispheres, this
collection examines local political rhetorics across the Americas. The contributors—scholars of
communication from both North and South America—recognize democratic ideals as irreducible to a
single national perspective and reflect on the ways social minorities in the Western Hemisphere
engage in unique political discourses. The essays consider current rhetorics in the United States on
American exceptionalism, immigration, citizenship, and land rights alongside current cultural and
political events in Latin America, such as corruption in Guatemala, women’s activism in Ciudad
Juárez, representation in Venezuela, and media bias in Brazil. Through a survey of these rhetorics,
this volume provides a broad analysis of democracy. It highlights institutional and cultural
differences in the Americas and presents a hemispheric democracy that is both more pluralistic and
more agonistic than what is believed about the system in the United States. In addition to the
editors, the contributors include José Cortez, Linsay M. Cramer, Pamela Flores, Alberto González,
Amy N. Heuman, Christa J. Olson, Carlos Piovezani, Clara Eugenia Rojas Blanco, Abraham Romney,
René Agustín de los Santos, and Alejandra Vitale.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: The Recovery of Rhetoric Richard H. Roberts, James M.
M. Good, 1993
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Rhetoric in Detail Barbara Johnstone, Christopher
Eisenhart, 2008-10-29 The eleven studies in this volume illustrate and advance the synthesis of
discourse analysis with rhetorical studies. Rhetoric in Detail shows how a variety of techniques from
discourse analysis can be useful in studying such concerns as agency, legitimation, controversy, and
style, and how concepts from rhetoric including genre and figuration can enrich the work of
discourse analysts. The authors’ research sites range from government commissions, political
speeches, newspaper reports and letters to interviews and conversations in beauty salons and
online. Methodological overviews interspersed throughout survey critical discourse analysis,
interactional sociolinguistics, grounded theory, computer-aided corpus analysis, narrative analysis,
and participant observation and provide suggestions for further reading. Rhetoric in Detail is an
invaluable source for rhetoricians looking for systematic, grounded ways of approaching new, more
vernacular sites for rhetorical discourse and for discourse analysts interested in seeing what they



can learn from the tradition and practice of rhetorical analysis.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of George S. McGovern's Campaign
for the 1972 Democratic Presidential Nomination William Daniel Semlak, 1973
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Reimagining Growth Silvana De Paula, Gary A. Dymski,
2005-05 In this volume a group of eminent economists and other social scientists seek to present an
innovative new approach to economic development, drawing in part from certain heterodox
intellectual traditions within economics as well as from the other social sciences. The intention is to
point the way theoretically to a much more sophisticated understanding of economic development.
The ultimate prize, they show, by grounding theory in a more accurate analysis of social change, is
policies that really will deliver higher economic growth and greater social justice worldwide.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Understanding Rhetoric Eamon M. Cunningham,
2020-01-01 Understanding Rhetoric: A Guide to Critical Reading and Argumentation is a
composition textbook that outlines three essential skills – rhetoric, argument, and source-based
writing – geared towards newcomers and advanced students alike. Though comprehensive in its
coverage, the book’s focus is a simple one: how to move beyond a gut reaction while reading to an
articulation of what is effective and what is not, while explicitly answering the most important
question of Why? This text gets at this central concern in two fundamental ways. First, the text
teaches composition as a cumulative process, coaching you how to question, challenge, and expand
on not just the readings you hold in your hands, but also how to interrogate the internal processes of
writing and thinking. The book's blend of composition methods detail the cross-point of product and
process to turn reading and writing from a matter of coming up with answers to questions to
learning what type of questions need to be asked in the first place. The right questions, the text
argues, are fundamentally rhetorical in nature. Second, the content of the practice-based chapters is
framed into a larger mesh of intellectual history to show how the writing and thinking you are doing
today is continuous with a long history of writing instruction that goes back to the ancient world.
This book provides equal representation from classical and contemporary theory with the
recognition that theory cannot be fully grasped without practice, and practice cannot be fully
understood without its theoretical antecedent. After all, you can’t write outside the box until you
know where the box is and what it looks like.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: The Register-Functional Approach to Grammatical
Complexity Douglas Biber, Bethany Gray, Shelley Staples, Jesse Egbert, 2021-12-31 This collection
brings together the authors' previous research with new work on the Register-Functional (RF)
approach to grammatical complexity, offering a unified theoretical account for its further study. The
book traces the development of the RF approach from its foundations in two major research strands
of linguistics: the study of sociolinguistic variation and the text-linguistic study of register variation.
Building on this foundation, the authors demonstrate the RF framework at work across a series of
corpus-based research studies focused specifically on grammatical complexity in English. The
volume highlights early work exploring patterns of grammatical complexity in present-day spoken
and written registers as well as subsequent studies which extend this research to historical patterns
of register variation and the application of RF research to the study of writing development for L1
and L2 English university students. Taken together, along with the addition of introductory chapters
connecting the different studies, the volume offers readers with a comprehensive resource to better
understand the RF approach to grammatical complexity and its implications for future research. The
volume will appeal to students and scholars with research interests in either descriptive linguistics
or applied linguistics, especially those interested in grammatical complexity and empirical,
corpus-based approaches.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: America’s Great Age of Rhetoric, 1770-1860 Merrill D.
Whitburn, 2024-05-13 This book analyzes the advocacy, conceptualization, and institutionalization of
rhetoric from 1770 to 1860. Among the forces promoting advocacy was the need for oratory calling
for independence, the belief that using rhetoric was the way to succeed in biblical interpretation and
preaching, and the desire for rhetoric as entertainment. Conceptually, leaders followed classical and



German rhetoricians in viewing rhetoric as an art of ethical choice. Institutionally, a rhetorician such
as Ebenezer Porter called for the development of organizations at all levels, a “sociology of
rhetoric.” Orville Dewey highlighted the passion for rhetoric, calling his times “the age of
eloquence.”
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Contending with Gun Violence in the English Language
Classroom Shelly Shaffer, Gretchen Rumohr-Voskuil, Steven Bickmore, 2018-11-13 Utilizing
experiences and expertise from English educators, young adult literature authors, classroom
teachers, and mental health professionals, this book considers how secondary English Language Arts
can address school gun violence. Curated by field experts, contributions to this volume pay special
attention to how a school’s culture and climate affect how teachers and students communicate
around difficult topics that are embedded in the curriculum, but not directly addressed. As the first
book that helps teachers and teacher educators to grapple with the topic of school violence
specifically in the English education classroom, this book promotes young adult literature and
writing activities that address timely and unfortunately recurring events.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Linguistic Descriptions of the Greek New Testament
Stanley E. Porter, 2023-08-10 Stanley E. Porter provides descriptions of various important topics in
Greek linguistics from a Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) perspective; an approach that has
been foundational to Porter's long and influential career in the field of New Testament Greek. Deep
insights into Porter's understanding of SFL are displayed throughout, based either upon how he
positions SFL in relation to other linguistic models, or how he utilizes it to describe topics within
Greek and New Testament studies. Porter reflects on his core approach to the Greek New Testament
by exploring subjects such as metaphor, rhetoric, cognition, orality and textuality, as well as studies
on linguistic schools of thought and traditional grammar.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Multimodal Semiotics and Rhetoric in Videogames Jason
Hawreliak, 2018-09-14 This book merges recent trends in game studies and multimodal studies to
explore the relationship between the interaction between videogames’ different modes and the ways
in which they inform meaning for both players and designers. The volume begins by laying the
foundation for integrating the two disciplines, drawing upon social semiotic and discourse analytic
traditions to examine their relationship with meaning in videogames. The book uses a wide range of
games as examples to demonstrate the medium’s various forms of expression at work, including
audio, visual, textual, haptic, and procedural modes, with a particular focus on the procedural form,
which emphasizes processes and causal relationships, to better showcase its link with
meaning-making. The second half of the book engages in a discussion of different multimodal
configurations and user generated content to show how they contribute to the negotiation of
meaning in the player experience, including their role in constructing and perpetuating persuasive
messages and in driving interesting and unique player decisions in gameplay. Making the case for
the benefits of multimodal approaches to game studies, this volume is key reading for students and
researchers in multimodal studies, game studies, rhetoric, semiotics, and discourse analysis.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Encyclopedia of Rhetoric and Composition Theresa Enos,
2013-10-08 First Published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  this is america rhetorical analysis: Encyclopedia of Rhetoric and Composition Theresa
Jarnagin Enos, 2011-04-06 This reference guide surveys the field, covering rhetoric's principles,
concepts, applications, practical tools, and major thinkers. Drawing on the scholarship and expertise
of 288 contributors, the Encyclopedia presents a long-needed overview of rhetoric and its role in
contemporary education and communications, discusses rhetoric's contributions to various fields,
surveys the applications of this versatile discipline to the teaching of English and language arts, and
illustrates its usefulness in all kinds of discourse, argument, and exchange of ideas.
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