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Our Pets Are Part of the Climate Problem: Understanding the Environmental Impact of
Our Furry Friends

our pets are part of the climate problem, a reality that many pet owners might find
surprising or even uncomfortable. We often view our dogs, cats, and other companions as
innocent beings who bring joy and comfort to our lives. However, beneath the wagging
tails and soft purrs lies an environmental footprint that contributes to global climate
challenges. From the food they consume to the waste they generate, our pets have an
undeniable impact on the planet. By exploring this topic, we can better understand how to
love our pets while minimizing their ecological footprint.

The Environmental Footprint of Our Pets

When discussing climate change and sustainability, conversations usually focus on
industries like transportation, energy, and agriculture. Yet, the pet industry is a significant
player in this arena. Globally, millions of households own pets, and their care requires
resources that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation, and waste.

Pet Food Production and Its Carbon Cost

One of the largest contributors to pets’ environmental impact is their diet. Most
commercial pet foods, especially those designed for cats and dogs, rely heavily on meat-
based ingredients. The production of animal protein is resource-intensive:

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Livestock farming produces large amounts of methane
and nitrous oxide, potent greenhouse gases that accelerate climate change.

Land Use: Raising animals for meat requires vast amounts of land, often leading to
deforestation and loss of biodiversity.

Water Consumption: Meat production consumes significantly more water
compared to plant-based foods.

To put this into perspective, a study published in 2017 estimated that the environmental
impact of pet food in the United States alone rivals the emissions of some entire countries.
This means that our choice of pet food plays a direct role in the broader climate problem.



Waste Generation and Disposal

Pet waste is another often overlooked factor. Millions of tons of pet excrement are
produced annually, and improper disposal can lead to pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions. When pet waste ends up in landfills, it decomposes anaerobically, releasing
methane. Even biodegradable waste bags and certain disposal methods can contribute
indirectly to climate issues if not managed sustainably.

Why Our Pets Are Part of the Climate Problem:
Beyond Food and Waste

Our pets’ environmental impact extends beyond just what they eat and produce. It
encompasses a variety of factors related to their care, products, and lifestyle.

Manufacturing and Shipping of Pet Products

From toys and grooming supplies to bedding and collars, pet products require
manufacturing processes that consume energy and generate waste. Additionally, many pet
products are made from plastics and synthetic materials derived from fossil fuels,
contributing to pollution and carbon emissions. The global shipping of these goods further
adds to their carbon footprint, especially with the rise of online shopping and fast delivery
services.

Energy Use in Pet Care

Caring for pets often involves energy consumption that indirectly affects the environment.
Heating or cooling pet spaces, running aquariums for fish, and operating automated
feeders or litter boxes all use electricity. Depending on the source of this energy, there
may be a considerable carbon footprint associated with daily pet care.

Impact on Wildlife and Ecosystems

Pets can sometimes disrupt local ecosystems, contributing to biodiversity loss. Cats, for
example, are natural hunters and have been linked to the decline of bird and small
mammal populations in many areas. Dogs off-leash can disturb wildlife habitats, and exotic
pets might escape or be released into the wild, becoming invasive species that threaten
native flora and fauna.



How to Reduce Your Pet’s Environmental Impact

Understanding that our pets are part of the climate problem doesn’t mean we have to feel
guilty or give up our beloved companions. Instead, it opens the door to more responsible
and eco-friendly pet ownership.

Choosing Sustainable Pet Food

Switching to more sustainable pet diets can make a significant difference. Here are some
options to consider:

Plant-Based Pet Foods: Some companies now offer nutritionally complete vegan or
vegetarian pet foods that reduce reliance on animal agriculture.

Insect-Based Proteins: Using insects as a protein source for pets is an emerging
trend, as they require less land, water, and produce fewer emissions.

Locally Sourced Ingredients: Pet foods made with local ingredients reduce
transportation emissions and support sustainable agriculture.

Reducing Overfeeding: Feeding pets appropriate portion sizes can prevent waste
and reduce excess demand for food production.

Always consult with a veterinarian before making significant changes to your pet’s diet to
ensure their health and nutritional needs are met.

Waste Management Tips

Proper disposal and management of pet waste can reduce environmental harm:

Use biodegradable or compostable poop bags instead of plastic.

Consider composting pet waste safely or using specialized pet waste disposal
systems that capture methane.

Never flush pet waste into the sewage system, as it can contaminate water sources.

Eco-Friendly Pet Products and Practices



Making mindful purchases and choices can help diminish the ecological footprint of pet
ownership:

Opt for toys and accessories made from natural, recycled, or biodegradable
materials.

Support brands committed to sustainable manufacturing and ethical sourcing.

Limit single-use products; choose durable items that last longer.

Reduce energy consumption by using energy-efficient appliances and natural light in
pet spaces.

Protecting Local Wildlife

To minimize your pet’s impact on native species and habitats:

Keep cats indoors or provide enclosed outdoor spaces to prevent hunting.

Leash dogs or supervise outdoor time to avoid disturbing wildlife.

Avoid releasing non-native or exotic pets into the wild.

The Bigger Picture: Pets and the Future of
Climate Action

Recognizing that our pets are part of the climate problem is a step toward integrating pet
care into broader environmental strategies. As the global population and pet ownership
rates increase, the cumulative impact will grow unless we act responsibly. Encouraging
sustainable pet food production, investing in eco-friendly products, and educating pet
owners about their pets’ environmental footprint are all essential.

Moreover, innovation in the pet industry—such as creating lab-grown meat for pet food or
biodegradable pet care items—holds promise for reducing the sector’s impact.
Governments, businesses, and consumers alike must collaborate to foster change.

Ultimately, loving our pets and loving the planet can go hand in hand. By making
conscious choices, we not only safeguard the environment but also ensure a healthier
world for our furry, feathered, and finned friends to thrive in for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do pets contribute to climate change?
Pets contribute to climate change primarily through the environmental impact of their
food production, especially meat-based diets, which require significant land, water, and
energy resources. Additionally, pet waste can release methane and nitrous oxide, potent
greenhouse gases.

What is the carbon footprint of owning a pet?
The carbon footprint of owning a pet varies by species and diet, but studies suggest that
dogs and cats have a significant footprint due to their meat consumption. For example, the
average dog's diet can produce as much greenhouse gases as a midsize car annually.

Can changing a pet's diet help reduce their
environmental impact?
Yes, modifying a pet's diet to include more sustainable ingredients, such as plant-based
proteins or insect-based foods, can reduce their environmental impact. However, it's
important to ensure the diet remains nutritionally balanced for the pet's health.

Are there sustainable pet products that help mitigate
the climate impact of pet ownership?
Yes, there are sustainable pet products such as eco-friendly toys made from recycled
materials, biodegradable waste bags, and sustainably sourced pet food options that can
help reduce the overall environmental footprint of pet ownership.

How can pet owners balance caring for their pets and
addressing climate change?
Pet owners can balance these by choosing sustainable pet foods, reducing waste through
proper disposal and composting of pet waste, selecting eco-friendly products, and
supporting policies that promote environmental sustainability in pet care industries.

Additional Resources
Our Pets Are Part of the Climate Problem: Analyzing the Environmental Impact of Pet
Ownership

our pets are part of the climate problem, a statement that might initially provoke
surprise or even skepticism among animal lovers. Pets, often viewed as beloved
companions, bring joy and comfort to millions of households worldwide. However, beneath
this affectionate relationship lies a complex environmental footprint that intersects with
broader climate concerns. As global awareness of climate change intensifies, it becomes



increasingly important to examine the often overlooked contributions of pet ownership to
greenhouse gas emissions, resource consumption, and ecological degradation.

The Environmental Footprint of Our Pets

Pet ownership, particularly of cats and dogs, is widespread globally. According to
estimates, there are over 470 million pet dogs and 370 million pet cats worldwide. While
these animals enrich human lives, they also consume significant resources. The production
of pet food, the management of pet waste, and the indirect effects of pet-related activities
all contribute to environmental pressures.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Pet Food Production

One of the largest contributors to the climate impact of pets is the production of their
food. Pets, especially carnivorous ones like dogs and cats, require meat-based diets that
are resource-intensive. The livestock sector is a well-documented source of greenhouse
gas emissions, accounting for approximately 14.5% of global emissions according to the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). When scaled to the pet population, the
cumulative emissions related to meat production for pet food become substantial.

Studies have shown that pet food production accounts for a notable percentage of global
meat consumption. For instance, a 2017 analysis published in PLOS One estimated that
the environmental impact of pet food in the United States alone was equivalent to 25-30
million tons of CO2 annually — comparable to the emissions of several million cars on the
road. In essence, our pets, through their dietary needs, indirectly drive significant carbon
emissions.

Resource Consumption: Water and Land Use

Beyond carbon emissions, pet ownership also implicates water and land use. Meat
production requires vast quantities of water for animal rearing, feed cultivation, and
processing. For example, producing one kilogram of beef can require upwards of 15,000
liters of water. Given that a typical dog or cat consumes several kilograms of meat-based
food annually, the water footprint of pets is considerable.

Similarly, land use for grazing or growing animal feed crops contributes to deforestation
and habitat loss, exacerbating biodiversity threats. The expansion of agricultural land to
meet not only human but also pet dietary demands adds pressure to ecosystems already
stressed by human activity.

Pet Waste and Environmental Concerns



The Issue of Pet Waste Management

Another dimension of the environmental impact of pets lies in waste management. Pet
waste, if not properly disposed of, can degrade local water quality through nutrient runoff,
leading to eutrophication and harmful algal blooms. This contributes to the deterioration
of aquatic ecosystems and affects biodiversity.

In urban areas, pet owners often use plastic bags to collect and dispose of waste, which
raises concerns about plastic pollution and landfill accumulation. Additionally, the
methane produced by decomposing pet waste in landfills is a potent greenhouse gas,
further linking pet ownership to climate change.

Indirect Impacts: Transportation, Products, and Energy
Use

Pet ownership also involves indirect environmental impacts tied to transportation and
consumption of pet-related products. The manufacturing and shipping of pet toys,
accessories, grooming supplies, and veterinary medicines all require energy and
materials. Frequent trips to pet stores or veterinary clinics contribute to fossil fuel use and
emissions. While these may appear minor individually, collectively they add to the carbon
footprint associated with pets.

Addressing the Climate Impact of Our Pets

Acknowledging that our pets are part of the climate problem does not diminish the value
of human-animal bonds but emphasizes the need for responsible and sustainable pet
ownership. Various strategies can mitigate the environmental toll while maintaining pet
welfare.

Shifting to Sustainable Pet Diets

One approach is to reformulate pet diets with sustainability in mind. This could include:

Incorporating alternative protein sources such as insect-based or plant-based
ingredients, which have lower environmental footprints than traditional meat.

Utilizing by-products and surplus food from human food production to reduce waste.

Developing lab-grown meat options for pet food, although this technology is still
emerging.



Such innovations could significantly reduce the carbon and water footprints of feeding
pets without compromising nutritional needs.

Improved Waste Management Practices

Enhancing pet waste disposal methods is critical. Encouraging biodegradable waste bags,
composting where feasible, and promoting community pet waste stations can reduce
plastic pollution and methane emissions. Public education about the environmental
consequences of pet waste can foster more conscientious behavior among pet owners.

Reducing Overpopulation through Responsible Breeding
and Adoption

Another factor exacerbating the environmental impact is pet overpopulation. Unplanned
litters and abandoned animals increase the total number of pets requiring resources.
Encouraging spaying and neutering, along with adopting from shelters rather than
purchasing from breeders, can help manage the pet population sustainably.

Comparing Pet Ownership to Other Climate
Factors

While pets contribute to climate change, it is important to contextualize their impact
relative to other human activities. Transportation, energy production, and industrial
processes remain dominant sources of greenhouse gas emissions globally. Nonetheless,
the cumulative effect of millions of pets worldwide is non-negligible.

For example, the average carbon footprint of a medium-sized dog has been estimated at
roughly 770 kg CO2-equivalent per year, whereas the average car produces around 4,600
kg CO2 annually. Although lower per unit, the sheer number of pets means their collective
impact is significant. This comparison underscores the multifaceted nature of climate
challenges, where even personal lifestyle choices, including pet ownership, matter.

Future Directions and Research Needs

Further research is necessary to quantify the full scope of pets’ environmental impact
more precisely, including regional variations and the influence of different pet care
practices. Policymakers and industry stakeholders can use such data to develop guidelines
and innovations that promote sustainable pet ownership.

The pet industry itself is beginning to respond, with some companies offering eco-friendly
products and sustainable pet food lines. Consumer demand for transparency and
environmental responsibility is likely to shape future trends.



---

Recognizing that our pets are part of the climate problem invites a nuanced dialogue
balancing affection for animals with environmental stewardship. By adopting more
sustainable pet care practices—ranging from diet to waste management—owners can
contribute to mitigating climate impacts without sacrificing the companionship that pets
provide. As climate challenges intensify, integrating pet-related emissions into the broader
sustainability conversation is an essential step toward holistic environmental
responsibility.

Our Pets Are Part Of The Climate Problem

  our pets are part of the climate problem: What Animals Teach Us about Families Beth A.
Berkowitz, 2026-01-06 Reading the Bible and rabbinic literature to reimagine the bonds between
animals. Moving beyond debates about the ethics of animal consumption to focus on animals'
intimate lives, Beth A. Berkowitz examines the contribution of religious traditions and sacred texts to
contemporary conversations about animals. Reading the four animal family laws of the Bible
alongside their rabbinic interpretations from ancient times to today, she examines the bonds that
animals form with each other and reimagines family to include new forms of life and alternative
modes of kinship. Humanitarian politics--and biblical law--tend to take for granted that human
interests supersede animal interests and that our moral obligation extends only to avoiding
unnecessary suffering, but necessity is determined by humans. What Animals Teach Us About
Families looks at animal emotions, animal agency, family diversity, and human response to
reconsider the obligations and opportunities the animal family presents.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Our Animal Connection Michael Hehenberger,
Zhi Xia, 2020-12-09 This book covers the many ways humans benefit from interactions with other
living species. By studying animals of all kinds and sizes, from microbial organisms to elephants and
whales, we can learn about their adaptations to extreme conditions on the planet Earth, about the
evolutionary development of specialized capabilities, and about their ways to defend themselves
against predators and diseases. The authors discuss the strengths and weaknesses of Homo sapiens,
and how the study of animals can make us stronger and healthier. To deepen our knowledge of
genetics, molecular and cell biology, physiology and medicine, we need to study model organisms.
To cure human disease, we can learn from animals how they have evolved ways to protect
themselves. To improve human performance, we can study the animal kingdom’s top performers and
learn from their successes. Considering these important pointers, the authors review genetic
engineering techniques that can translate our existing and future animal connections into benefits
for human health and performance. Finally, they discuss the challenges associated with our animal
connection: the history of pandemics caused by bacterial and viral pathogens demonstrates that
there is a risk for transmission of diseases that can disrupt human societies. The recent COVID-19
outbreak is covered in detail as an example.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: The Clean Pet Food Revolution Ernie Ward,
Alice Oven, 2019-12-09 Did you know that a quarter of all the meat consumed in the United States is
eaten by our pets? That's the equivalent to the amount devoured by 26 million Americans, and it
makes U.S. cats and dogs equal to the fifth largest country in terms of animal protein consumption.
Yet the impact pet food has on the environment and climate change, how healthy or necessary it is
for our animal companions, or how it impacts the welfare of the farmed animals who become that
food are barely known or ignored--even by animal lovers! The Clean Pet Food Revolution lifts the lid
on the current pet food industry: its claims of what constitutes a natural diet for pets, its shocking
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record on animal welfare, and its devastating effect on the environment and climate change. The
book explodes myths about grain-free diets, protein intake, and what our pets want. Finally, it
details the many exciting scientific developments in alternative proteins--whether from plants, fungi,
insects, or cell-based meat products--that promise not only to completely change what we feed our
cats and dogs but to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, end farmed-animal slaughter, and make our
pets healthier. Written by specialists in veterinary science, biotech, and animal welfare, The Clean
Pet Food Revolution is a thoroughly researched and compellingly written excoriation of an
unsustainable present and a fascinating glimpse of future possibilities.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: The Intersection of Environmental Justice, Climate
Change, Community, and the Ecology of Life Ande A. Nesmith, Cathryne L. Schmitz, Yolanda
Machado-Escudero, Shanondora Billiot, Rachel A. Forbes, Meredith C. F. Powers, Nikita Buckhoy,
Lucy A. Lawrence, 2020-10-23 This book examines and encourages the increasing involvement of
those in the social sciences, including social work, as well as everyday citizens, with environmental
injustices that affect the natural ecology, community health, and physical and mental health of
marginalized communities. The authors draw on their diverse experiences in research, practice, and
education to suggest interdisciplinary strategies for addressing environmental justice, climate
change, and ecological destruction on both a local and global scale. This insightful work presents
models for action, practice, and education, including field learning, with examples of how programs
and schools have integrated and infused environmental justice content across their curricula.
Environmental and ecological impacts on local communities as well as the whole ecology of life are
examined. Models for engaging civic dialogue, addressing structural oppression, and employing
other interdisciplinary responses to environmental injustices are provided. Topics explored among
the chapters include: Water, Air, and Land: The Foundation for Life, Food, and Society Human
Health and Well-Being in Times of Global Environmental Crisis Power and Politics: Protection,
Rebuilding, and Justice Pathways to Change: Community and Environmental Transformation
Decolonizing Nature: The Potential of Nature to Heal The Intersection of Environmental Justice,
Climate Change, Community, and the Ecology of Life equips readers to identify the impact of the
global environmental crisis in their own communities. Emphasizing the need for immediate action on
ecological, climate, and environmental justice issues, this forward-thinking book assists social
science professionals, educators, researchers, and other concerned individuals with the knowledge
needed for creating meaningful interdisciplinary responses in their communities as they take action
within a rapidly changing context.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Climate Change and Liberal Priorities Gideon
Calder, Catriona McKinnon, 2013-09-13 Can, and should, liberalism make itself hospitable to a
politics which does justice to climate change? To what extent are the values, methods, and
assumptions of liberalism adaptable to the challenges raised? Liberal thinking – broadly construed –
may dominate the Academy and the political landscape. Are the environmental priorities that are
thrown into relief by climate change a threat to it, or are they an opportunity for it to show its
worth? This book explores fresh arguments by leading scholars, both of whom are sceptical of
liberalism’s capacity to meet these challenges, and sympathetic to the project of developing liberal
values so as to create a liberal approach that can deliver climate change justice. The chapters appeal
to new insights and considerations reveal the complexity of the issues at stake in the real world of
climate change politics. They make the political theory of climate change justice available to
decision-makers whose practice will determine whether we achieve it. This book was previously
published as a special issue of Critical Review of International Social and Political Economy.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: The Laws Protecting Animals and Ecosystems
Paul A. Rees, 2017-09-20 There is currently no basic text in wildlife law suitable for the wide range
of courses in wildlife conservation and animal welfare at both bachelors and masters level, or for the
large number of people who work in conservation and animal welfare; The Laws Protecting Animals
and Ecosystems fills the gap in this significant market for a basic law text applicable to students and
professionals whose primary training is in biology but who require a basic understanding of the laws



relating to the protection of animals and ecosystems. The text is applicable to a wide range of
subjects, including wildlife conservation, animal handling, animal welfare, animal husbandry, and
veterinary science. This foundational text supports those studying animal and ecosystem law by
providing an overview of the basic legal principles, national and international laws, terminology, the
legal mechanisms used to protect animals and ecosystems, and a compendium of the major animal
welfare and conservation laws in major English speaking countries. Dr. Rees has been teaching
wildlife law for 20 years and ecology for over 35 years and is ideally placed to write this book.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Benchmarks and Hybrid Algorithms in
Optimization and Applications Xin-She Yang, 2023-08-21 This book is specially focused on the latest
developments and findings on hybrid algorithms and benchmarks in optimization and their
applications in sciences, engineering, and industries. The book also provides some comprehensive
reviews and surveys on implementations and coding aspects of benchmarks. The book is useful for
Ph.D. students and researchers with a wide experience in the subject areas and also good reference
for practitioners from academia and industrial applications.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Animal Jamboree: Discovering Our Furry,
Feathered, and Finned Friends Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-14 Embark on an extraordinary journey
into the captivating world of animals with Animal Jamboree: Discovering Our Furry, Feathered, and
Finned Friends, your comprehensive guide to the wonders of our furry, feathered, and finned
friends. Discover the remarkable diversity of animal life on Earth, from the tiniest insects to the
largest whales, and uncover the secrets of their fascinating behaviors, adaptations, and habitats.
Dive into the intriguing world of animal habitats, exploring the diverse ecosystems that provide
shelter, sustenance, and protection to a myriad of species. From lush rainforests to vast oceans,
each habitat presents unique challenges and opportunities for survival, shaping the lives of its
animal inhabitants. Learn how animals have evolved remarkable adaptations to thrive in these
varied environments, showcasing the intricate interplay between species and their surroundings.
Explore the fascinating world of animal communication, where creatures employ a symphony of
vocalizations, body language, and chemical signals to convey messages, establish territories, and
attract mates. Decipher the intricate dances of bees, the melodic songs of whales, and the complex
social interactions of primates. Witness the remarkable intelligence and problem-solving abilities of
animals as they navigate the challenges of their environments and interact with their fellow
creatures. Delve into the culinary adventures of the animal kingdom, exploring the diverse diets of
creatures great and small. Discover the unique nutritional needs and preferences of herbivores,
carnivores, and omnivores, and uncover the intricate food webs that connect all living organisms.
From the nectar-sipping habits of hummingbirds to the specialized hunting techniques of lions, the
world of animal diets reveals the remarkable diversity and interconnectedness of life on Earth.
Unravel the mysteries of animal senses, delving into the extraordinary sensory capabilities that allow
creatures to perceive the world in ways humans cannot. Discover the remarkable vision of eagles,
the acute hearing of bats, and the sophisticated electroreception of sharks. Explore the intricate
mechanisms that enable animals to detect subtle changes in their environment, navigate complex
terrains, and communicate with each other using sensory modalities beyond our own. Prepare to be
amazed by the sheer diversity of animal life on Earth, from the microscopic wonders of insects to the
majestic giants of the deep. Encounter the incredible variety of animal species, each possessing
unique characteristics, adaptations, and behaviors. Discover the intricate relationships between
species, revealing the delicate balance of ecosystems and the interdependence of all living
organisms. If you like this book, write a review!
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Our Animal Friends , 1893
  our pets are part of the climate problem: The Routledge Companion to Contemporary Art,
Visual Culture, and Climate Change T. J. Demos, Emily Eliza Scott, Subhankar Banerjee, 2021-02-26
International in scope, this volume brings together leading and emerging voices working at the
intersection of contemporary art, visual culture, activism, and climate change, and addresses key
questions, such as: why and how do art and visual culture, and their ethics and values, matter with



regard to a world increasingly shaped by climate breakdown? Foregrounding a decolonial and
climate-justice-based approach, this book joins efforts within the environmental humanities in
seeking to widen considerations of climate change as it intersects with social, political, and cultural
realms. It simultaneously expands the nascent branches of ecocritical art history and visual culture,
and builds toward the advancement of a robust and critical interdisciplinarity appropriate to the
complex entanglements of climate change. This book will be of special interest to scholars and
practitioners of contemporary art and visual culture, environmental studies, cultural geography, and
political ecology.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: The Happiness Problem Sam Wren-Lewis,
2019-11-28 We appear to have more control over our lives than ever before. If we could get things
right – the perfect job, relationship, family, body and mind – then we’d be happy. With enough
economic growth and technological innovation, we could cure all societal ills. The Happiness
Problem shows that this way of thinking is too simplistic and can even be harmful: no matter how
much progress we make, we will still be vulnerable to disappointment, loss and suffering. The things
we do to make ourselves happy are merely the tip of the iceberg. Sam Wren-Lewis offers an
alternative process that acknowledges insecurity and embraces uncertainty. Drawing on our
psychological capacities for curiosity and compassion, he proposes that we can connect with, and
gain a deeper understanding of, the personal and social challenges that define our time
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Small Animal Nutrition, An Issue of Veterinary
Clinics of North America: Small Animal Practice, E-Book Dottie P. Laflamme, 2021-04-01 This issue
of Veterinary Clinics: Small Animal Practice, guest edited by Dr. Dottie Laflamme, is dedicated to
Small Animal Nutrition. Topics in this issue include, but are not limited to, Discussing nutrition with
clients; Pros and cons of commercial pet foods; Pros and cons of home-prepared and raw pet foods;
Sustainability and pet food; Nutrition for pocket pets; The microbiome and how diet can influence it;
Calcium, phosphorus and vitamin D; Senior pet nutrition and management; Update on obesity
management; Nutritional management for patients with GI diseases; Nutritional management for
patients with renal disease; Nutritional management for patients with cognitive and brain disorders;
Nutritional Concerns for Cancer, Cachexia, and Frailty; and Nutritional management for intensive
care, rehabilitation, and recovery.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Climate Change and Animal Health Craig
Stephen, Colleen Duncan, 2022-11-23 This benchmark publication assembles information on the
current and anticipated effects of climate change on animal health. It empowers educators,
managers, practitioners, and researchers by providing evidence, experience, and opinions on what
we need to do to prepare for, and cope with, the largest threat ever to have faced animals on this
planet. With expert contributors from across the globe, the text equips the reader with information
and means to develop sustainable adaptation or mitigation actions. After introducing animal health
in a climate change context, chapters look at specific animal health impacts arising from climate
change. The book concludes with suggestions on teachable and actionable ideas that could be used
to mobilize concepts provided into education or advocacy. This book was written amid the COVID-19
pandemic and in the face of ever-increasing reports of on-the-ground, real-life climate impacts.
Large scale wildfire and ocean heat waves killed unprecedented numbers of animals, while droughts
in some areas and floods in others displaced thousands of livestock and made food scarce for even
more. Climate change is real, and it is here. How we respond will have profound implications for
people, biodiversity, welfare, conservation, societies, economies, and ecosystems. Today's veterinary
educators are awakening to the need to adapt and train a new generation of animal health
professionals who can understand and plan for climate change, and this book is an essential
resource.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Encyclopedia of Agriculture and Food Systems
Neal K. Van Alfen, 2014-07-29 Encyclopedia of Agriculture and Food Systems, Second Edition, Five
Volume Set addresses important issues by examining topics of global agriculture and food systems
that are key to understanding the challenges we face. Questions it addresses include: Will we be



able to produce enough food to meet the increasing dietary needs and wants of the additional two
billion people expected to inhabit our planet by 2050? Will we be able to meet the need for so much
more food while simultaneously reducing adverse environmental effects of today’s agriculture
practices? Will we be able to produce the additional food using less land and water than we use
now? These are among the most important challenges that face our planet in the coming decades.
The broad themes of food systems and people, agriculture and the environment, the science of
agriculture, agricultural products, and agricultural production systems are covered in more than 200
separate chapters of this work. The book provides information that serves as the foundation for
discussion of the food and environment challenges of the world. An international group of highly
respected authors addresses these issues from a global perspective and provides the background,
references, and linkages for further exploration of each of topics of this comprehensive work.
Addresses important challenges of sustainability and efficiency from a global perspective. Takes a
detailed look at the important issues affecting the agricultural and food industries today. Full colour
throughout.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: The potential effects of global climate change
on the United States Joel B. Smith, Dennis A. Tirpak, 1989
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Animal Texts Lauren E. Perry-Rummel, 2023-09-25
Animal Texts examines critical works of American Environmental Literature for how they portray,
discuss, and represent animals. By interweaving animal studies, literary animal studies, animal
science, and close readings, the author establishes critical animal concepts for environmental
literature that expand the understanding and knowledge of animal lives to promote conservation and
meaningful reflection on current human-animal relationships. Lauren E. Perry-Rummel
demonstrates the grave importance and promise these writers saw in the animals alongside them by
examining the textual proof of how America's great environmental writers viewed animals. The
author’s tracing of animal texts begins with late nineteenth century American texts from Sarah Orne
Jewett, Jack London, into the mid-early twentieth century, ecologically focused works of Aldo
Leopold and Rachel Carson, into the later twentieth century with the musings of Edward Abbey and
the devastating memoir of Terry Tempest Williams, and ending with the contemporary
species-centric works of Nate Blakeslee and Dan Flores.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Climate Change Bruce E. Johansen, 2017-09-15
This three-volume set presents entries and primary sources that will impress on readers that what
we do—or don't do—today regarding climate change will dramatically influence what life on this
planet will be like for untold numbers of generations. How are the behaviors of birds, butterflies,
and other migratory animals connected to climate change? What does the term thermal inertia
mean, and what does this geophysical effect have on predicting what the planet's future will be like?
What is the context for the effects we are seeing on various forms of animal life, from migrating
birds to polar bears to mosquitoes that transmit Zika and other diseases? Climate Change: An
Encyclopedia of Science, Society, and Solutions combines entries describing Earth's variable
climatic history, references to scientific literature, weather record data, and selected primary
documents to present readers with a comprehensive account of global warming's effects worldwide.
By examining verifiable, quantitative information such as the frequency and intensity of hurricanes
and changes in the hydrological cycle, as well as clear patterns and trends of alternating droughts
and deluges and wildfires, melting ice, and rising seas, readers will be able to understand why
scientists are so concerned about the future of our climate. Researchers will benefit from detailed
explanations of scientific topics such as thermal inertia, feedbacks, and tipping points; and receive
invaluable context on the role of energy use in climate change, including automobiles and air travel.
Readers will learn about the role of China in the current global climate and in the future; the
widespread effects of climate change on agriculture; and how indigenous peoples' lives are being
impacted, from drought and the Navajos to hunters' lives in the Arctic. The work concludes with
thought-provoking debates regarding potential solutions, from wind power and solar power to
geo-engineering.



  our pets are part of the climate problem: Routledge Handbook of Environment and
Society in Asia Paul G. Harris, Graeme Lang, 2014-09-19 Nowhere is the connection between
society and the environment more evident and potentially more harmful for the future of the world
than in Asia. In recent decades, rapid development of Asian countries with very large populations
has led to an unprecedented increase in environmental problems such as air and water pollution,
solid and hazardous wastes, deforestation, depletion of natural resources and extinction of native
species. This handbook provides a comprehensive survey of the cultural, social and policy contexts of
environmental change across East Asia. The team of international experts critically examine a wide
range of environmental problems related to energy, climate change, air, land, water, fisheries,
forests and wildlife. The editors conclude that, with nearly half of the human population of the
planet, and several rapidly growing economies, most notably China, Asian societies will determine
much of the future of human impacts on the regional and global environments. As climate
change-related threats to society increase, the book strongly argues for increased environmental
consciousness and action in Asian societies. This handbook is a very valuable companion for
students, scholars, policy makers and researchers working on environmental issues in Asia.
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Regulation of Air Cargo Freight Transportation
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 1979
  our pets are part of the climate problem: Relations. Beyond Anthropocentrism. Vol. 2
No. 1 (2014). Minding Animals: Part I AA. VV., 2015-05-13T00:00:00+02:00 Relations. Beyond
Anthropocentrism is a peer-refereed journal of trans-anthropocentric ethics and related inquires.
The main aim of the journal is to create a professional interdisciplinary forum in Europe to discuss
moral and scientific issues that concern the increasing need of going beyond narrow anthropocentric
paradigms in all fields of knowledge. The journal accepts submissions on all topics which promote
European research adopting a non-anthropocentric ethical perspective on both interspecific and
intraspecific relationships between all life species – humans included – and between these and the
abiotic environment.
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