mentor text for writing

Mentor Text for Writing: Unlocking the Power of Exemplary Literature in the
Classroom

mentor text for writing serves as an invaluable tool for both educators and
students aiming to improve their writing skills. By using carefully selected
pieces of literature—be it excerpts from books, poems, essays, or
articles—teachers can provide real-world examples of effective writing
techniques. These mentor texts act as a guide, inspiring learners to
understand the craft of writing through authentic models, rather than relying
solely on abstract rules or worksheets.

The concept of mentor texts has gained significant traction in classrooms
around the world because it bridges the gap between reading and writing. It
empowers students to see how authors construct sentences, develop ideas, and
engage readers, thereby making the writing process more accessible and
meaningful. Let’s explore the many facets of mentor text for writing and how
it can elevate the learning experience.

What Is a Mentor Text for Writing?

At its core, a mentor text is any piece of writing that serves as a model to
teach particular writing skills or techniques. Unlike generic examples or
fabricated sentences, mentor texts are authentic works created by skilled
authors. These texts can be short passages or entire books, depending on the
teaching goal.

Mentor texts are chosen deliberately for their strengths—whether it’'s wvivid
imagery, strong voice, effective transitions, or well-structured arguments.
For example, a teacher might select a descriptive paragraph from a novel to
demonstrate how sensory details create atmosphere, or a persuasive essay
excerpt for teaching argumentation and rhetoric.

The Role of Mentor Texts in Writing Instruction

Using mentor text for writing allows instructors to:

— Illustrate writing techniques in action, making abstract concepts concrete.
- Provide students with diverse examples of style, tone, and genre.

- Encourage students to imitate and adapt successful strategies.

— Foster critical thinking by analyzing what makes the text effective.

- Motivate reluctant writers by showing them what skilled writing looks like.

This approach aligns well with the idea that reading and writing are
interconnected skills. When students read with a writer’s eye, they gain
insight into the mechanics of writing, which can then feed into their own
compositions.



How to Choose Effective Mentor Texts

Not all writing samples make good mentor texts. Selecting the right mentor
text for writing depends on several factors:

Purpose and Writing Focus

Identify the specific writing skill or element you want to teach. Are you
focusing on narrative voice, dialogue, sentence fluency, or persuasive
techniques? Choose texts that clearly exemplify the targeted skill. For
instance, a poem with strong rhythm might be perfect for teaching cadence,
while a newspaper editorial can showcase persuasive writing.

Appropriate Reading Level

It’s essential that students can comprehend the mentor text. If the text is
too complex, learners may struggle to grasp what makes it effective.
Conversely, if it’s too simple, it might not offer enough depth for analysis.
Finding a balance ensures the text is challenging but accessible.

Diverse Genres and Authors

Incorporate mentor texts from a variety of genres—fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, informational texts—and voices to expose students to a rich writing
landscape. This diversity helps learners appreciate different writing forms
and encourages them to experiment in their own work.

Relatability and Engagement

Choose mentor texts that resonate with students’ interests or experiences.
When learners connect emotionally or intellectually with a text, they are
more motivated to study and emulate it.

Strategies for Using Mentor Texts Effectively

Simply reading a mentor text isn’t enough to improve writing. Teachers must
employ thoughtful strategies to maximize its impact.

Close Reading and Analysis

Guide students through a detailed examination of the mentor text. Highlight
specific techniques, word choices, sentence structures, or organizational
patterns. Encourage them to ask questions like: Why did the author choose
this word? How does this sentence create mood? What effect does the paragraph
structure have?



Interactive Writing Activities

After analyzing a mentor text, have students try their hand at writing using
similar techniques. This could involve mimicking the style, writing a
continuation, or rewriting the text from a different perspective. These
exercises help solidify the lessons learned.

Comparing Multiple Mentor Texts

Presenting several mentor texts on the same topic or style allows students to
compare and contrast approaches. This comparison sharpens their ability to
discern effective strategies and make conscious choices in their own writing.

Using Mentor Texts for Revision

Encourage students to revisit their drafts and apply techniques observed in
mentor texts during revision. This practice helps them internalize effective
writing habits and enhances the quality of their work.

Benefits of Mentor Texts in Developing Writing
Skills

The use of mentor texts offers numerous advantages for learners at all
levels.

Enhances Understanding of Writing Craft

Mentor texts demystify the writing process by providing concrete examples.
Students learn that good writing involves intentional choices, not Jjust
innate talent.

Builds Confidence

Seeing successful writing pieces and knowing they can analyze and imitate
them empowers students. It reduces writing anxiety by offering clear models
to follow.

Promotes Creativity and Voice

While mentor texts provide structure, they also inspire originality. Students
can blend techniques from various texts to develop their unique style.



Supports Differentiated Instruction

Mentor texts can be tailored to fit diverse learning needs, making writing
instruction more inclusive and effective.

Examples of Mentor Texts for Different Writing
Genres

To illustrate the versatility of mentor texts, here are some examples
categorized by genre:

Narrative Writing

e “Owl Moon” by Jane Yolen - Rich descriptive language and sensory
details.

e “Because of Winn-Dixie” by Kate DiCamillo - Character development and
dialogue.

Informational Writing

e National Geographic articles - Clear organization and engaging facts.

e “What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?” by Steve Jenkins - Informative
with captivating visuals.

Persuasive Writing

e Editorial pieces from newspapers — Use of argument and evidence.

e “T Wanna Iguana” by Karen Kaufman Orloff - Humorous and convincing
letter format.

Poetry

o “Where the Sidewalk Ends” by Shel Silverstein - Playful language and
rhythm.

e “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost - Metaphor and theme exploration.



Integrating Technology with Mentor Texts

In today’s digital age, mentor texts are not limited to printed materials.
Educators can leverage technology to expand access and engagement.

Digital Libraries and Online Resources

Websites like ReadWriteThink, CommonLit, and Storybird offer curated mentor
texts along with interactive lesson plans. These platforms provide instant
access to a wide variety of texts suitable for different grade levels.

Multimedia Mentor Texts

Videos, podcasts, and blogs can serve as mentor texts, especially for
teaching writing styles relevant to digital media. Analyzing a well-crafted
blog post or a compelling TED Talk transcript can help students understand
tone and audience in new formats.

Collaborative Writing Tools

Using platforms like Google Docs, students can work together to analyze
mentor texts and compose their own writing in real time. Teachers can provide
immediate feedback, enhancing the learning process.

Common Challenges When Using Mentor Texts and
How to Overcome Them

While mentor texts are powerful, educators sometimes face hurdles in
implementing them effectively.

Overwhelming Students with Complex Texts

Some mentor texts may be too advanced, causing frustration. The solution is
to scaffold reading by breaking texts into manageable chunks or pre-teaching
vocabulary.

Students Imitating Rather Than Innovating

If students copy mentor texts too closely, their writing can lack
originality. Encourage them to use mentor texts as inspiration, not
templates. Prompt them to add their personal experiences and ideas.



Limited Access to Quality Mentor Texts

Not all classrooms have extensive libraries. Teachers can build collections
over time, utilize digital resources, or collaborate with colleagues to share
materials.

Time Constraints

Analyzing mentor texts requires dedicated class time, which can be scarce.
Integrate mentor text work into existing units or assign some activities as
homework to maximize efficiency.

Mentor text for writing is more than just a teaching strategy—it’s a gateway
to understanding the artistry behind compelling writing. By immersing
students in quality examples and guiding them through thoughtful analysis and
practice, educators lay a strong foundation for confident, skilled writers
who can express themselves with clarity and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a mentor text in writing?

A mentor text is a piece of writing that teachers and writers use as an
example to demonstrate effective writing techniques, styles, or structures.
It serves as a model to inspire and guide writers in their own writing.

How can mentor texts improve student writing?

Mentor texts provide students with concrete examples of good writing, helping
them understand elements like voice, organization, word choice, and sentence
structure. By analyzing and emulating mentor texts, students can develop
their skills and gain confidence in their writing.

What types of mentor texts are best for teaching
writing?

Effective mentor texts vary depending on the writing skill or genre being
taught. Common types include picture books, poems, essays, articles, and

excerpts from novels. The key is to select texts that clearly illustrate the
targeted writing technique or concept.

How do teachers select appropriate mentor texts?

Teachers select mentor texts based on the writing goals, the students'
reading levels, and the relevance to current writing assignments. They look
for texts that are engaging, accessible, and exemplify the specific writing
features they want students to learn.

Can mentor texts be used for all grade levels?

Yes, mentor texts can be adapted for all grade levels. For younger students,



picture books with clear language and structure are effective, while older
students can benefit from more complex texts like essays or novels. The key
is to choose texts that meet the developmental needs of the learners.

Additional Resources

Mentor Text for Writing: Unlocking the Power of Exemplary Literature in Skill
Development

Mentor text for writing serves as an indispensable resource in the realm of
education and creative development, functioning as a model that guides
writers through the intricacies of language, structure, and style. This
strategic approach uses carefully selected examples of exemplary
writing—ranging from poetry and prose to essays and Jjournalistic pieces—to
inspire, instruct, and elevate a writer’s own craft. As educators and writing
professionals increasingly seek effective methodologies to enhance writing
skills, mentor texts have emerged as a cornerstone tool, blending theoretical
knowledge with concrete, contextual learning.

Understanding the nuanced role that mentor text plays in writing instruction
reveals its capacity to foster analytical reading, critical thinking, and
practical application simultaneously. In this article, we delve into the
significance of mentor text for writing, its integration into educational
frameworks, and how it contrasts with other teaching methods. Additionally,
we explore the features that make a piece of writing suitable as a mentor
text and the tangible benefits it offers to learners at various proficiency
levels.

The Role of Mentor Text in Writing Education

Mentor text fundamentally operates as a bridge between reading and writing,
illustrating how authors craft sentences, develop voice, organize ideas, and
employ literary devices. Unlike generic writing prompts or abstract grammar
drills, mentor texts provide real-world examples that students can dissect
and emulate. This contextual exposure demystifies the writing process by
presenting clear, accessible patterns and techniques.

One critical advantage of using mentor text for writing lies in its ability
to model diverse genres and styles. Whether the goal is narrative
storytelling, persuasive essays, or technical writing, there is a mentor text
that exemplifies the conventions and expectations of that particular form.
This versatility empowers educators to tailor lessons based on curriculum
objectives and learner needs.

Moreover, mentor texts encourage active engagement rather than passive
consumption. Students learn to identify elements such as tone, diction,
sentence fluency, and paragraph coherence. This analytical reading fosters a
deeper appreciation for authorial choices and enhances students’ capacity to
incorporate similar strategies into their own compositions.

Comparing Mentor Texts to Traditional Writing



Instruction

Traditional writing instruction often prioritizes prescriptive grammar rules,
formulaic structures, or isolated skill drills. While these approaches have
their place, they may inadvertently reduce writing to a mechanical exercise,
stripping away creativity and context. Mentor text for writing counters this
limitation by situating instruction within authentic examples, thereby
illuminating how rules operate in actual texts.

For instance, instead of merely teaching the passive voice as a grammatical
construct, a mentor text might showcase its deliberate use to create suspense
or focus in a narrative. This contextualized learning deepens comprehension
and retention. Additionally, mentor texts can adapt to various skill levels,
offering scaffolding for novice writers and nuanced challenges for advanced
learners.

Selecting and Utilizing Effective Mentor Texts

The efficacy of mentor text for writing hinges largely on the careful
selection of materials. Not all exemplary writing qualifies as an effective
model. Educators and mentors must consider several criteria to maximize the
instructional potential of mentor texts.

Key Features of Effective Mentor Texts

e Relevance: The text should align with the specific writing skills or
genres being taught.

e Clarity: Language and structure must be accessible enough for learners
to analyze and imitate without excessive frustration.

e Variety: Incorporating a range of voices, cultural perspectives, and
formats enriches the learning experience and fosters inclusivity.

e Rich Language: Texts that showcase vivid vocabulary, figurative
language, and compelling syntax serve as fertile ground for exploration.

e Purposeful Construction: Mentor texts should exemplify deliberate author
choices, such as narrative pacing, argument development, or descriptive
imagery.

Once selected, mentor texts can be integrated into writing instruction
through multiple strategies. Close reading sessions allow learners to
annotate and discuss specific passages, identifying techniques and their
effects. Subsequent writing exercises encourage imitation or adaptation of
those techniques, reinforcing understanding through practice.

Strategies for Implementing Mentor Text in the



Classroom

e Modeling: Teachers demonstrate writing techniques by referencing mentor
texts, making implicit strategies explicit.

e Collaborative Analysis: Group discussions dissect text elements,
promoting peer learning and diverse interpretations.

e Writer’s Workshop: Students apply insights from mentor texts to their
drafts, receiving targeted feedback.

e Comparative Studies: Analyzing multiple mentor texts on the same topic
or genre highlights variations in style and approach.

e Reflection Journals: Writers document how mentor texts influence their
process and choices, fostering metacognition.

Benefits and Challenges Associated with Mentor
Text Usage

The adoption of mentor text for writing brings a spectrum of pedagogical
benefits. Primarily, it nurtures a stronger connection between reading and
writing, essential for literacy development. Research indicates that students
exposed to mentor texts exhibit improved writing fluency, richer vocabulary
usage, and enhanced narrative coherence compared to peers relying solely on
traditional instruction.

Furthermore, mentor texts democratize writing instruction by offering
tangible examples that students can relate to and dissect, thereby reducing
the intimidation factor often associated with writing tasks. This approach
also cultivates writer’s voice, as learners discern how different authors
express personality and purpose through text.

However, challenges exist in the practical application of mentor texts.
Selecting appropriate materials that resonate with diverse student
populations requires thoughtful curation. Additionally, educators must
balance analysis with creativity to prevent students from producing
derivative work lacking originality. Time constraints and curriculum demands
may also limit the extent to which mentor texts are fully explored.

Technological Integration and Future Directions

With the rise of digital learning platforms, mentor text for writing has
expanded beyond printed books to include multimedia sources such as blogs,
podcasts transcripts, and social media content. This evolution broadens the
scope of writing styles and audiences students can study, reflecting
contemporary communication trends.

Digital annotation tools and collaborative software facilitate interactive
engagement with mentor texts, enabling real-time feedback and peer review.
Such innovations hold promise for fostering more dynamic and personalized



writing instruction.

As educational paradigms continue to emphasize critical thinking and
creativity, mentor text for writing will likely remain a vital component,
adapting to new formats and learner needs.

Exploring mentor texts unveils a delicate interplay between imitation and
innovation, where writers absorb proven techniques and simultaneously forge
unique expressions. This balance underscores the enduring value of mentor
text as both an instructional tool and a catalyst for writing excellence.

Mentor Text For Writing

mentor text for writing: Mentor Texts Rose Cappelli, 2023-10-10 In their first edition of
Mentor Texts, authors Lynne Dorfman and Rose Cappelli helped teachers across the country make
the most of high-quality children's literature in their writing instruction. Mentor Texts: Teaching
Writing Through Children's Literature, K-6, 2nd Edition the authors continue to show teachers how
to help students become confident, accomplished writers by using literature as their foundation. The
second edition includes brand-new Your Turn Lessons, built around the gradual release of
responsibility model, offering suggestions for demonstrations and shared or guided writing.
Reflection is emphasized as a necessary component to understanding why mentor authors chose
certain strategies, literary devices, sentence structures, and words. Dorfman and Cappelli offer new
children's book titles in each chapter and in a carefully curated and annotated Treasure Chest. At
the end of each chapter a Think About It'sTalk About It'sWrite About It section invites reflection and
conversation with colleagues. The book is organized around the characteristics of good writing
focus, content, organization, style, and conventions. The authors write in a friendly and
conversational style, employing numerous anecdotes to help teachers visualize the process, and offer
strategies that can be immediately implemented in the classroom. This practical resource
demonstrates the power of learning to read like writers.

mentor text for writing: Mentor Author, Mentor Texts Ralph J. Fletcher, 2011 Ralph Fletcher
has long mentored writing teachers-now he presents the ultimate mentor-text resource for teaching
students to write. In Mentor Author, Mentor Texts, Ralph shares 24 short, high-interest texts and
accompanying Writer's Notes with your students. Arranged from least difficult to most challenging,
they are ready for writers at every level. Online, Ralph also provides whiteboard-ready versions of
the texts as well as recordings where he reads of 17 of his pieces. Mentor Author, Mentor Texts
Includes: 24 mentor texts written by Ralph, including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and more Writer's
Notes that give students a peek into Ralph's thinking and craft Online access to whiteboard-ready
versions of Ralph's mentor texts Online access to recordings of Ralph reading 17 of his pieces
Suggestions from colleagues nationwide for using Ralph's texts in the classroom. Let your teaching
mentor become your students' writing mentor... ... with engaging mentor texts written and read by
Ralph Fletcher... I wrote all 24 pieces in this book. You'll find an assortment of genres: stories,
memoir, poems, essays, and excerpts from novels. The various texts are ordered from easiest (least
challenging) to hardest (most challenging). I tried to select short, high-interest pieces. Each one
stands on its own with a beginning, middle, and ending. I tried to choose pieces that would bring a
sense of closure by the end. ...writer's notes that give students an inside peek into craft... My
Writer's Notes introduce the text, explain my thinking behind various decisions, and point out a few
things I want kids to notice. With certain pieces, especially the last three, I highlight revisions I
made along the way. I tried hard not to take the mystery out of good writing. Instead these notes are
my way of opening the door and leading the student into the text. ...and practical, classroom-tested
suggestions like this from your colleagues One of my students, Suzy, knows that she struggles to
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provide enough detail in her non-fiction pieces. For her piece about soccer, she told me that she
knew she needed to include more details because she didn't want the reader to be confused. We had
already read Ralph's Squirming Wizards of Recycling, so we looked at the Writer's Notes. Ralph said
he had brainstormed questions that readers may have had as they read about worm composting, and
he then tried to include the answers to those questions in the piece. Suzy decided that she would
write down questions that she thought her reader might still have about soccer and then make sure
those questions were answered in her writing. Since both Suzy and I have already developed a
relationship with Ralph through his texts, it felt like we were inviting an old friend to join our
conference. Kate Norem Morris, Teacher, The Bush School, Seattle, Washington

mentor text for writing: Mentor Texts Lynne R. Dorfman, Rose Cappelli, Linda Hoyt, 2023 It's
been a decade since Lynne Dorfman and Rose Cappelli wrote the first edition of Mentor Texts and
helped teachers across the country make the most of high-quality children's literature in their
writing instruction. In the second edition of this important book Lynne and Rose show teachers how
to help students become confident, accomplished writers by using literature as their foundation. The
second edition includes brand-new Your Turn Lessons, built around the gradual release of
responsibility model, offering suggestions for demonstrations and shared or guided writing.
Reflection is emphasized as a necessary component to understanding why mentor authors chose
certain strategies, literary devices, sentence structures, and words. Lynne and Rose offer new
children's book titles in each chapter and in a carefully curated and annotated Treasure Chest. At
the end of each chapter a Think About It--Talk About It--Write About It section invites reflection and
conversation with colleagues. The book is organized around the characteristics of good
writing--focus, content, organization, style, and conventions. Rose and Lynne write in a friendly and
conversational style, employing numerous anecdotes to help teachers visualize the process, and offer
strategies that can be immediately implemented in the classroom. This practical resource
demonstrates the power of learning to read like writers--

mentor text for writing: Craft Moves Stacey Shubitz, 2023-10-10 How do you choose mentor
texts for your students? How do you mine them for the craft lessons you want your students to
learn?In Craft Moves: Lesson Sets for Teaching Writing with Mentor Texts , Stacey Shubitz,
co-founder of the Two Writing Teachers website, usestwenty recently published picture books to
createmore than 180 lessons to teach various craft moves that will help your students become better
writers.Each of the 184 lessons in the book includes a publisher's summary, a rationale or
explanation of the craft move demonstrated in the book, and a procedure that takes teachers and
students back into the mentor text to deepen their understanding of the selected craft move. A
step-by-step guide demonstrates how to analyze a picture book for multiple craft
moves.Shubitzintroduces picture books as teaching tools and offers ways to integrate them into your
curriculum and classroom discussions. She then shares different routines and classroom procedures
designed to help students focus on their writing during the writer's workshop as well as focusing
how teachers can prepare for small group instruction.Using picture books as mentor texts will help
your students not only read as writers and write with joy but also become writers who can effectively
communicate meaning, structure their writing, write with detail, and give their writing their own
unique voice.

mentor text for writing: A Teacher's Guide to Mentor Texts, 6-12 Allison Marchetti, Rebekah
O'Dell, 2021 This book is a practical guide to using mentor texts in the teaching of writing in middle
and high school classrooms--

mentor text for writing: Writing Thief Ruth Culham, 2023-10-10 'Mediocre writers borrow.
Great writers steal.' --T.S. Eliot Writing thieves read widely, dive deeply into texts, and steal bits and
pieces from great texts as models for their own writing. Author Ruth Culham admits to being a
writing thief - and she wants you and your students to become writing thieves, too! In The Writing
Thief: Using Mentor Texts to Teach the Craft of Writing, Culham demonstrates a major part of good
writing instruction is finding the right mentor texts to share with students. Within this book, you'll
discover more than 90 excellent mentor texts, along with straight-forward activities that incorporate



the traits of writing across informational, narrative, and argument modes. Chapters also include
brief essays from beloved writing thieves such as Lester Laminack, David L. Harrison, Lisa Yee,
Nicola Davies, Ralph Fletcher, Toni Buzzeo, Lola Schaefer, and Kate Messner, detailing the reading
that has influenced their own writing. Culham's renowned easy-going style and friendly tone make
this a book you'll turn to again and again as you coach your students to reach their full potential as
deep, thoughtful readers and great writers. There's a writing thief in each of us when we learn how
to read with a writer's eye!

mentor text for writing: The Narrative Writing Toolkit Sean Ruday, 2016-03-31 In order for
students to write effective narratives, they need to read good narratives. In this practical book, you’ll
find out how to use mentor texts to make narrative writing instruction more meaningful, authentic,
and successful. Author Sean Ruday demonstrates how you can teach elementary and middle school
students to analyze the qualities of effective narratives and then help them think of those qualities as
tools to improve their own writing. You'll learn how to: Introduce your students to the key features
of a successful narrative, such as engaging the reader, organizing an event sequence, and crafting a
strong conclusion. Assess students’ writing by evaluating the specific attributes of an effective
narrative. Make narrative writing an interactive, student-driven exercise in which students pursue
their own writing projects. Use mentor texts to help students learn the core concepts of narrative
writing and apply those skills across the curriculum. Encourage students to incorporate technology
and multimedia as they craft their narratives. The book is filled with examples and templates you
can bring back to the classroom immediately, as well as an annotated bibliography with mentor text
suggestions and links to the Common Core. You'll also find a study guide that will help you use this
book for professional development with colleagues. Bonus: Blank templates of the handouts are
available as printable eResources on our website (http://www.routledge.com/9781138924390).

mentor text for writing: The Use of Mentor Text Lisa Maldonado Adame, 2019 Written
communication is an important skill that contributes to students' success inside and outside the
classroom; however, depending on the district adopted curriculum, or the lack there of, students
may not be getting the exemplar examples needed for mastery. This thesis project contains research
on the benefits and implementation of mentor texts within the classroom. Some teachers feel ill
prepared when teaching genre writing elements needed for mastery and feel the pressures of their
students performing well on state and district assessments. Research shows that students can
benefit from the implementation of mentor texts in a variety of ways, including, but not limited to the
understanding of genre specific elements. As a result, this handbook includes easy to follow lesson
plans, based around specific mentor texts, with the goal of developing student writing skills. The
handbook is divided into two sections: fiction and nonfiction, and within each section the lessons
span from kindergarten to third grade.

mentor text for writing: Using Mentor Texts to Teach Writing with the Traits Ruth
Culham, James Blasingame, Raymond Coutu, 2010 This collection is an annotated bibliography of
150 picture books, chapter books, and young adult novels with teacher-tested lessons to strengthen
students' writing in all six traits.

mentor text for writing: We Can Do This! Janiel Wagstaff, 2023-10-10 In We Can Do This!
writing expert and Stella Writes author Janiel Wagstaff pairs examples of student writing with
writing lessons. Student writing samples are extremely powerful tools for boosting the growth of
young writers and the student samples provided in this book serve as mentor texts and the basis for
each lesson. The samples are mentors that are doable for students: they highlight skills, strategies,
craft moves, and traits within the reach of their intended audience. As teachers and students study
the examples, they will think, I can do that! Additionally, samples that reflect the most common
errors or trouble spots are included, enabling teachers to explicitly teach to these points.

mentor text for writing: Writing with Mentors Allison Marchetti, Rebekah O'Dell, 2015 In
Writing with Mentors, high school teachers Allison Marchetti and Rebekah O'Dell prove that the key
to cultivating productive, resourceful writers-writers who can see value and purpose for writing
beyond school-is using dynamic, hot-off-the-press mentor texts. In this practical guide, they provide



savvy strategies for:--finding and storing fresh new mentor texts, from trusted traditional sources to
the social mediums of the day --grouping mentor texts in clusters that show a diverse range of
topics, styles, and approaches --teaching with lessons that demonstrate the enormous potential of
mentor texts at every stage of the writing process.

mentor text for writing: Nonfiction Mentor Texts Lynne R. Dorfman, Rose Cappelli, 2009
Guides teachers through a variety of projects, samples, and classroom anecdotes that demonstrate
how teachers can help students become more effective writers of good nonfiction.

mentor text for writing: Writing Is Magic, Or Is It? Using Mentor Texts to Develop the
Writer's Craft Mary McMackin, Jennifer M. Bogard, 2015-01-01 Students must study what
accomplished authors have written and practice the styles, approaches, or methods they employ in
order to become proficient writers. The practical, standards-based book dives deeply into the genres
of poetry, narrative fiction, narrative nonfiction, informative/explanatory, and opinion/argument.
Using close reading of mentor texts, analysis of specific writing strategies in those texts, and the
application of those strategies in the student's own writing, students will be equipped for any type of
writing.

mentor text for writing: Text Structures From the Masters Gretchen Bernabei, Jennifer
Koppe, 2016-01-29 Text Structures from the Masters provides 50 short texts written by famous
Americans driven by what Peter Elbow described as “an itch” to say something. By examining the
structure of these mentor texts, students see that they too have an “itch” and learn how to use the
text structure of each document to express it. Each 4-page lesson includes: A planning sheet that
shows the structure of the mentor text Brainstorming boxes A method for “kernelizing” (outlining)
their own essay Student examples

mentor text for writing: Write Like This Kelly Gallagher, 2023-10-10 In Write Like This:
Teaching Real World Writing Through Modeling and Mentor Texts, author and teacher Kelly
Gallagher recognizes that writing well starts with teaching students WHY they should write. He
believes we need to move beyond the state standards by introducing young writers to real-world
discourses and provide them with authentic texts to influence and develop life-long skills. Each
chapter focuses on a specific writing purpose: Express and Reflect: View life experiences in reverse
to move forward Inform and Explain: State a point and purpose with information to support it
Evaluate and Judge: Focus' on the worth of an object, idea, or person and present' it as 'bad or 'good
Inquire and Explore: Propose' a problem or question Analyze and Interpret: Examine phenomena
that are difficult to understand or explain Take a Stand/Propose a Solution: Persuade audience to
particular position and provide' justification' ' In teaching these lessons, Gallagher provides mentor
texts (professional samples as well as models he has written in front of his students), student writing
samples, and numerous assignments and strategies proven to elevate student writing. By helping
teachers bring effective modeling practices into their classrooms, Write Like This enables students
to become better adolescent writers. More important, the practices found in this book will help our
students develop the writing skills they will need to become adult writers in the real world. '

mentor text for writing: Learning from Classmates Lisa Eickholdt, 2015 When we value
kids' writing enough to use it to teach other kids, all kids grow into stronger writers. Thanks, Lisa,
for writing this important book. I needed it, teachers need it, and the field needs it. -Stephanie
Harvey If students know we believe in them, that the content of their writing matters, more kids will
take a risk and try some new things-even if they don't know how to spell all the words or punctuate
all the sentences correctly. -Lisa Eickholt Let's face it: Mentor texts are fantastic, but children's
literature is the perfect product of adult authors. When we work students' writing into the
mentor-text mix, amazing things happen-especially for struggling writers. I have spent my career
working with kids who hate to write, writes Lisa Eickholdt, when we use our students' writing as a
mentor text, we are helping them identify themselves as someone who writes. In Learning from
Classmates, Lisa shows you how this simple but powerful idea can help you: deepen your students'
engagement during writing time build their writing identities give them the willingness to take the
risks necessary for making progress. Time and again, Lisa writes, I've watched reluctant and



unenthusiastic writers become more eager and willing after their writing was used as a model for
other students. The need is great, so her book helps you integrate student writing as mentor texts
right away with suggestions for how to: select student writing to share with the class assess your
writers and match student writing to individual, small-group, and whole-class needs use student
work in writing conferences and minilessons plan power-teaching moves that target writers' needs
and build their writing identities. Read Learning from Classmates to discover how your writers grow
when they see what their peers can do and say, I can do that, too

mentor text for writing: Teaching Writing with Mentor Texts in the Primary Classroom
Nicole Groeneweg, 2011 Mentor-text-based lessons on finding topics, organizing material, writing
leads and endings, exploring genre, and more.

mentor text for writing: Using Mentor Texts to Teach 6 + 1 Writing Traits Beverly A. DeVries,
2022-12-30 In this book, you’ll find a wealth of mini lessons designed to improve the quality of
students’ writing. Each lesson uses a key mentor text and spotlights one of the 6 + 1 Writing Traits
to allow students to focus on the essential aspects of good writing - content, organization, word
choice, voice, sentence fluency, conventions, and presentation. Inviting and practical, the lessons are
concise and follow a consistent model for easy implementation. With seven lessons per chapter, each
includes step-by-step guidance, open-ended prompts, and suggestions for additional suitable mentor
texts. The chapters are organized by genre - including fiction, informational texts, and poetry - and
feature graphic novels and graphic informational mentor texts to inspire and engage students.
Aligned with the Common Core State Standards, this resource is essential for any K-8 or pre-service
teacher who wants to instill in their students the skills to become independent, confident writers.

mentor text for writing: The Writing Thief Ruth Culham, 2023 Mediocre writers borrow.
Great writers steal. --T.S. EliotWriting thieves read widely, dive deeply into texts, and steal bits and
pieces from great texts as models for their own writing. Author Ruth Culham admits to being a
writing thief'sand she wants you and your students to become writing thieves, too! In The Writing
Thief: Using Mentor Texts to Teach the Craft of Writing, Culham demonstrates a major part of good
writing instruction is finding the right mentor texts to share with students. Within this book, you'll
discover more than 90 excellent mentor texts, along with straight-forward activities that incorporate
the traits of writing across informational, narrative, and argument modes. Chapters also include
brief essays from beloved writing thieves such as Lester Laminack, David L. Harrison, Lisa Yee,
Nicola Davies, Ralph Fletcher, Toni Buzzeo, Lola Schaefer, and Kate Messner, detailing the reading
that has influenced their own writing. Culham's renowned easy-going style and friendly tone make
this a book you'll turn to again and again as you coach your students to reach their full potential as
deep, thoughtful readers and great writers. There's a writing thief in each of us when we learn how
to read with a writer's eye!

mentor text for writing: Happy Writing Francina Mainer, 2014-08-24 Creating HAPPY
writers isn't always an easy process. The truth for educators is that there is no continuity in teaching
writing, especially in the elementary schools. There is no set curriculum for each grade. There is no
scope and sequence for teachers to follow from grade to grade-using writing. There is a need for
materials and strategies that teachers can turn to for guidance when their students' need the help
for any subject that requires writing (which is ALL of them). As an educator, I have seen the effects
of using mentor texts to help children to write. Mentor text is a term that is relatively new to some,
but not to most educators. It's when the teacher introduces children's literature to students and they
begin to study the writer's craft with the intent of improving that student's writing. Happy Writing:
Teaching The Craft of Writing Using Mentor Text was designed to help teachers be consistent in
their planning to write with students. It will also give examples of mini lessons to correlate with
skills and writer's craft of different modes of writing. As a bonus, the book also includes writing
resources teachers can use in their classrooms. Perfect For: Teachers Classroom Aids Homeschool
Parents Parents Tutors
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