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IB History IA Examples: A Guide to Crafting an Effective Internal Assessment

ib history ia examples are often the starting point for many IB students who want to understand how to
approach their Internal Assessment with confidence. The History IA is a critical component of the IB Diploma
Programme, requiring students to conduct independent research on a historical topic of their choice, analyze
sources, and present a well-structured argument. But what makes a good History IA, and how can examples
help you get there? In this article, we’ll explore various IB History IA examples, dissect what makes them
successful, and provide practical tips to guide your own research and writing process.

Understanding the IB History IA

Before diving into examples, it’s essential to grasp what the IB History IA entails. The Internal Assessment is a
2,200-word research paper where students investigate a focused historical question. This task challenges
students to think critically, engage with primary and secondary sources, and develop their analytical skills.

Key Components of a Successful History IA

A strong IA consists of several crucial elements:

- **Focused Research Question**: The question should be clear, sharply defined, and allow for analysis
rather than mere description.
- **Use of Sources**: Incorporating a minimum of three relevant sources (primary or secondary) that are
critically analyzed.
- **Evaluation of Sources**: Discussing the origin, purpose, value, and limitations of each source.
- **Structured Argument**: Presenting a coherent and logical argument supported by evidence.
- **Reflection and Conclusion**: Summarizing findings and reflecting on the research process.

Understanding these components helps set the foundation for examining ib history ia examples effectively.

Learning from IB History IA Examples

Looking at real-world examples of IB History IAs can be incredibly enlightening. Whether you are interested in
modern history, world wars, or cultural revolutions, seeing how past students approached the IA can provide
clarity on how to narrow down topics and organize your work.

Example 1: The Causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917

One popular topic among IB students is the Russian Revolution. An effective IA example might focus on a
specific aspect, such as “To what extent did the economic conditions contribute to the outbreak of the Russian
Revolution in 1917?” This question is focused and allows for examination of economic data, worker strikes,
and peasant unrest.

In this IA example, the student would analyze primary sources like government reports or worker testimonies
and secondary sources from historians specializing in Russian history. The evaluation would consider the bias
in government documents and the reliability of eyewitness accounts. The final argument might weigh economic
causes against political and social factors, illustrating balanced analysis.



Example 2: The Impact of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany’s Political
Stability

Another engaging IA topic is the aftermath of World War I. A question such as “How did the Treaty of
Versailles contribute to political instability in the Weimar Republic between 1919 and 1923?” narrows the
scope effectively.

Students using this example would delve into treaties, political speeches, and contemporary newspaper
articles. They might explore the reactions of different political factions in Germany and assess the treaty’s
role in economic hardship and nationalist resentment. This IA example showcases how to blend political and
economic analysis with source evaluation.

Tips for Choosing Your IB History IA Topic

Choosing the right topic can feel overwhelming, but ib history ia examples help illuminate what works well.
Here are some practical tips:

1. Pick a Topic You’re Passionate About

Interest drives research. If you’re enthusiastic about a particular era or event, your IA will reflect that
energy and depth.

2. Ensure the Question is Narrow and Focused

Broad questions lead to superficial answers. Use ib history ia examples to see how others have refined their
questions to manageable scopes.

3. Confirm Availability of Sources

A well-researched IA depends on accessible and diverse sources. Before settling on a topic, ensure you can find
primary and secondary materials.

4. Think Critically About Source Evaluation

Your IA isn’t just about facts; it’s about analyzing the reliability and perspective of your sources. Examples
often demonstrate how to balance these discussions effectively.

How to Use IB History IA Examples to Improve Your Work

Studying ib history ia examples is not about copying but about understanding structure, analysis, and
argumentation. Here’s how you can maximize their value:

Analyze the Research Question: Notice how the question guides the entire IA and how it focuses the
research.



Observe Source Integration: Pay attention to how sources are introduced, contextualized, and
critiqued.

Note the Flow of Argument: A good IA unfolds logically, building evidence step by step.

Learn Formatting and Presentation: While content is king, clear formatting helps communicate your ideas
effectively.

By breaking down these examples, you can develop a blueprint for your own IA that meets IB expectations and
showcases your skills.

Common Pitfalls Highlighted in IB History IA Examples

Some ib history ia examples also serve as cautionary tales. Common mistakes include:

- **Overly Broad Questions**: Leading to vague or general answers.
- **Insufficient Source Analysis**: Simply quoting sources without evaluating their origin or bias.
- **Descriptive Rather than Analytical Writing**: Focusing on narrating events instead of interpreting
significance.
- **Ignoring the Word Limit**: Writing too much or too little can affect the quality and assessment.

Recognizing these pitfalls through examples helps you avoid them in your own work.

Final Thoughts on Crafting Your IB History IA

IB History IA examples are invaluable tools to inspire and guide your research journey. They reveal how to
balance curiosity with academic rigor, source criticism with narrative, and argumentation with evidence.
Remember, your IA is not just an assignment but an opportunity to develop your historical thinking and writing
skills. By reflecting on examples, choosing focused topics, and critically engaging with sources, you’ll be well
on your way to producing a compelling IB History Internal Assessment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some good IB History IA examples to get started?

Good IB History IA examples include topics that are specific, focused, and have accessible primary and
secondary sources. Examples include analyzing propaganda during WWII, the impact of the Berlin Wall on East
Germany, or the role of women in the French Revolution.

Where can I find reliable IB History IA examples online?

Reliable IB History IA examples can be found on educational websites like IB Documents, InThinking History, and
various IB teacher blogs. Additionally, some schools provide exemplar IAs through their online portals.

What makes an IB History IA example stand out?

An outstanding IB History IA example has a clear and focused research question, uses diverse and relevant
sources, provides critical analysis rather than description, and demonstrates strong historical understanding
and evaluation.



Can I use modern history topics for my IB History IA?

Yes, modern history topics are often very suitable for IB History IA as they tend to have abundant sources.
However, the topic must be narrow enough to allow in-depth analysis within the word limit.

How long should an IB History IA example be?

The IB History IA should be approximately 2,200 words in length. Examples that adhere to this limit while
effectively addressing the research question are considered well-structured.

What types of sources are best for IB History IA examples?

Primary sources such as speeches, letters, and propaganda posters, along with secondary sources like
scholarly articles and history books, are best. The IA should critically evaluate these sources to support
the analysis.

Can I use a personal family history story as an IB History IA example?

While personal family history can provide unique perspectives, it is generally better to choose topics with
accessible and verifiable historical sources to meet IB assessment criteria.

Are thematic IB History IA examples more effective than chronological ones?

Both thematic and chronological approaches can be effective. The key is to maintain a clear focus and
analytical depth. Thematic IAs often allow for more critical analysis across different events.

How important is the research question in an IB History IA example?

The research question is crucial; it guides the entire investigation. A well-formulated question should be
specific, focused, and open to analysis, helping to structure the IA and drive the argument.

Additional Resources
**Exploring IB History IA Examples: A Detailed Review for Student Success**

ib history ia examples serve as critical reference points for students navigating the challenging Internal
Assessment (IA) component of the International Baccalaureate (IB) History course. Understanding what
constitutes a strong IA through real examples not only demystifies the expectations but also equips learners
with the tools to formulate coherent arguments, engage in critical analysis, and achieve higher grades. This
article delves into various IB History IA examples, examining their structure, content, and the nuances that
differentiate exemplary submissions from average ones.

By closely analyzing these examples, students and educators can gain insight into effective topic selection,
research methodologies, and writing styles that align with the IB History criteria. Additionally, this
exploration highlights common pitfalls and best practices, offering a comprehensive perspective on how to
approach the IA effectively.

Understanding the IB History Internal Assessment

The IB History IA requires students to undertake a historical investigation of up to 2,200 words on a topic
of their choice, related to the syllabus but allowing for personal interest and creativity. It is assessed based
on criteria including identification and evaluation of sources, investigation, reflection, and presentation.



Consequently, the IA offers a unique opportunity for students to demonstrate their historical inquiry skills
and analytical capabilities beyond traditional exam settings.

Significance of IB History IA Examples

Examining IB History IA examples is invaluable for multiple reasons:

Clarifying Expectations: Examples reveal how to translate abstract criteria into concrete work.

Topic Selection Guidance: They provide insights into which topics lend themselves to strong historical
investigation.

Methodological Insights: Students learn how to apply primary and secondary sources effectively.

Stylistic and Structural Models: They serve as templates for organizing arguments and evidence
coherently.

Without access to such examples, students risk misinterpreting the requirements, leading to weak submissions
that do not meet IB standards.

Categories of IB History IA Examples

IB History IA topics vary widely, reflecting the diverse interests of students and the breadth of the IB History
syllabus. Examples typically fall into several broad categories:

Political History Investigations

Many successful IAs explore political developments, such as revolutions, wars, or policy changes. For
instance, an IA might investigate the extent to which the Treaty of Versailles contributed to the outbreak of
World War II. Such topics allow students to analyze primary documents like treaties, speeches, and
propaganda, alongside secondary sources offering historiographical interpretations.

Social and Cultural History Topics

Other IAs focus on societal transformations or cultural phenomena, such as the impact of the civil rights
movement in the United States or the role of women in wartime economies. These investigations often require a
nuanced approach to sources, including newspapers, personal letters, and oral histories, enabling a multi-
dimensional understanding of historical change.

Economic History Examples

Some students choose to analyze economic factors, such as the causes and effects of the Great Depression or
the economic policies of a particular regime. These IAs benefit from statistical data, government documents,
and economic analyses, demanding a critical assessment of quantitative and qualitative evidence.



Analyzing Strong IB History IA Examples

The hallmark of a compelling IB History IA lies in its focus, research quality, and critical evaluation. Let’s
examine these aspects in detail:

Focused Research Question

A well-crafted IA begins with a sharply defined research question. For example, rather than a broad inquiry like
“What caused the Cold War?” a stronger question would be “To what extent did ideological differences
between the USA and USSR contribute to the Cold War’s outbreak between 1945 and 1949?” This specificity
guides targeted research and coherent argumentation.

Effective Use of Primary and Secondary Sources

Top-tier IB History IA examples demonstrate careful selection and critical evaluation of sources. Primary
documents are analyzed for bias, reliability, and context, while secondary sources are used to engage with
existing historiography. For instance, an IA investigating the fall of the Berlin Wall might compare
contemporary news reports with later scholarly interpretations to build a balanced narrative.

Analytical Depth and Critical Thinking

An exceptional IA goes beyond description, incorporating analysis that weighs evidence, considers alternative
perspectives, and acknowledges limitations. This critical approach is essential for meeting IB criteria focused
on investigation and reflection. For example, an IA on the impact of Japanese imperialism in Asia might evaluate
both Japanese governmental propaganda and accounts from colonized populations, reflecting on the
complexities of historical narratives.

Coherent Structure and Presentation

Well-organized IAs follow a logical progression, with clear introductions, methodical evidence presentation,
and persuasive conclusions. Effective use of subheadings, footnotes, and citations demonstrates academic
rigor. Such structural clarity not only aids reader comprehension but also meets IB’s presentation standards.

Common Challenges Highlighted by IB History IA Examples

Despite the availability of examples, students often encounter recurring difficulties:

Overly Broad Topics: Some IAs attempt to cover too much ground, resulting in superficial analysis.

Insufficient Source Evaluation: Failing to critically assess sources weakens the investigation’s
credibility.

Descriptive Writing: An IA that narrates events without analytical insight risks lower marks.

Poor Time Management: Research and writing delays can lead to rushed, incomplete work.



Recognizing these pitfalls through example analysis enables students to avoid them proactively.

Practical Tips Derived from IB History IA Examples

Drawing on the strengths and weaknesses observed in various IB History IA examples, several practical
recommendations emerge:

Start Early: Early topic selection and research allow deeper engagement and refinement.1.

Choose Manageable Topics: Select questions narrow enough to explore thoroughly within word limits.2.

Prioritize Quality Sources: Focus on credible, diverse sources rather than quantity.3.

Maintain Analytical Focus: Continuously question and evaluate evidence rather than simply reporting.4.

Seek Feedback: Utilize teacher and peer reviews to enhance clarity and argument strength.5.

Incorporating these strategies, inspired by successful IB History IA examples, can significantly improve student
outcomes.

Impact of Digital Resources on IB History IA Examples

The rise of digital archives and online databases has transformed how students conduct historical research.
Many modern IB History IA examples illustrate the effective use of digital primary sources, such as scanned
government records, digitized newspapers, and multimedia oral histories. This access expands research
possibilities but also necessitates critical evaluation of digital source authenticity and context.

Comparative Value of High-Scoring IB History IA Examples

Comparing high-scoring IA examples reveals common traits: precise research questions, balanced source usage,
and insightful conclusions. These qualities contrast starkly with lower-scoring IAs, which often suffer from
vague questions, uncritical source reliance, and weak argumentation. Educators recommend using exemplar IAs
as benchmarks to internalize the standards expected by IB examiners.

Exploring multiple IB History IA examples across different topics and regions also encourages students to
appreciate historiographical diversity, fostering more nuanced and globally informed investigations.

As students continue to engage with IB History IA examples, they build not only academic competence but also
critical thinking skills that extend beyond the classroom, enriching their understanding of history as an
evolving and contested field of study.

Ib History Ia Examples

  ib history ia examples: Introducing the IB Diploma Programme Marc Abrioux, Jill Rutherford,
2013-02-14 Schools wishing to introduce the IB diploma programme are faced with major
investment in terms of time, effort and money in order to become authorised. This manual is a

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/ib-history-ia-examples.pdf


resource for schools already offering the diploma, as well as for prospective diploma schools.
  ib history ia examples: Crash Course Pharmacology Catrin Page, 2018-11-06 Crash Course –
your effective every-day study companion PLUS the perfect antidote for exam stress! Save time and
be assured you have the essential information you need in one place to excel on your course and
achieve exam success. A winning formula now for over 20 years, each series volume has been
fine-tuned and fully updated – with an improved full-colour layout tailored to make your life easier.
Especially written by senior students or junior doctors – those who understand what is essential for
exam success – with all information thoroughly checked and quality assured by expert Faculty
Advisers, the result are books which exactly meet your needs and you know you can trust. Each
chapter guides you succinctly through the full range of curriculum topics, integrating clinical
considerations with the relevant basic science and avoiding unnecessary or confusing detail. A range
of text boxes help you get to the hints, tips and key points you need fast! A fully revised
self-assessment section matching the latest exam formats is included to check your understanding
and aid exam preparation. The accompanying enhanced, downloadable eBook completes this
invaluable learning package. Series volumes have been honed to meet the requirements of today's
medical students, although the range of other health students and professionals who need rapid
access to the essentials of pharmacology will also love the unique approach of Crash Course.
Whether you need to get out of a fix or aim for a distinction Crash Course is for you! - Provides the
exam syllabus in one place - saves valuable revision time - Written by senior students and recent
graduates - those closest to what is essential for exam success - Quality assured by leading Faculty
Advisors - ensures complete accuracy of information - Features the ever popular 'Hints and Tips'
boxes and other useful aide-mémoires - distilled wisdom from those in the know - Updated
self-assessment section matching the latest exam formats – confirm your understanding and improve
exam technique fast
  ib history ia examples: History of the Graeco-Latin Fable Francisco Rodríguez Adrados,
1999 This is the second of three volumes covering the long history of the fable from Sumer to the
present day. Historical evidence reaching as far back as Antiquity, supports the study of more than
500 works considered to be fables.
  ib history ia examples: The Curriculum of the Model and Training School ... State
Normal School of San Diego, California, 1919
  ib history ia examples: House X at Kommos Jeremy B. Rutter, 2017-12-31 House X is by far the
largest and best appointed of the Minoan houses excavated at Kommos in south-central Crete, a
Minoan harbor and settlement that later became the site of a Greek sanctuary. Situated on the
seacoast of the western Mesara Plain, Kommos faces west toward the Libyan Sea. House X stands on
the southern edge of the Minoan town, separated by a large slab-paved road from the monumental
civic buildings built and used between the Protopalatial and Postpalatial periods. The description of
the stratigraphic excavation of this elite house is published with numerous architectural plans along
with the cataloged small finds and tables of data on the floral and faunal materials. The excavated
fresco fragments are also discussed and illustrated. This volume presents the Late Bronze Age
pottery from in and around House X, a large Minoan house at Kommos situated not far from the sea
in South-Central Crete. This volume is richly illustrated with drawings, photos, and tables of data.
Rutter's contribution complements the publication of the architecture, stratigraphy, and small finds
in Part 1 (Shaw and Shaw, eds., 2012). Together, this pair of volumes offers a conclusion to a series
of monographs (volumes I-V) previously published about the site (Shaw and Shaw, eds., 1995-2006).
The Kommos series is now completed by the two-volume publication on House X.
  ib history ia examples: Probability and Statistics by Example: Volume 1, Basic
Probability and Statistics Yu. M. Suhov, Mark Kelbert, 2005-10-13 Probability and Statistics are
as much about intuition and problem solving, as they are about theorem proving. Because of this,
students can find it very difficult to make a successful transition from lectures to examinations to
practice, since the problems involved can vary so much in nature. Since the subject is critical in
many modern applications such as mathematical finance, quantitative management,



telecommunications, signal processing, bioinformatics, as well as traditional ones such as insurance,
social science and engineering, the authors have rectified deficiencies in traditional lecture-based
methods by collecting together a wealth of exercises for which they have supplied complete
solutions. These solutions are adapted to needs and skills of students. To make it of broad value, the
authors supply basic mathematical facts as and when they are needed, and have sprinkled some
historical information throughout the text.
  ib history ia examples: Ocular Surface Disease: Cornea, Conjunctiva and Tear Film
E-Book Edward J. Holland, Mark J. Mannis, W. Barry Lee, 2013-06-24 Ocular Surface Disease:
Cornea, Conjunctiva and Tear Film incorporates current research and the latest management
strategies as well as classification systems and treatment paradigms for all forms of ocular surface
disease. This is the first comprehensive resource that helps you to meet ocular surface disease
challenges effectively using today's best medical and surgical approaches. - Get the complete,
evidence-based guidance you need to provide optimal care for your patients with ocular surface
disease. - Implement the latest drug treatments and surgical interventions to provide better
outcomes with fewer complications. - Hone and expand your surgical skills by watching videos of
leading experts performing advanced procedures including ocular surface transplantation
techniques; amniotic membrane transplantation; pterygium surgery; lamellar keratoplasty (DALK) in
ocular surface disease; and keratoprosthesis surgery. - Visualize how to proceed by reviewing
detailed, full-color images and consulting new classification systems and treatment paradigms for
mild to severe forms of ocular surface disease. - Take it with you anywhere! Access the full text,
downloadable image library, video clips, and more online at expertconsult.com.
  ib history ia examples: Aegaeum , 1987
  ib history ia examples: U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper , 1984
  ib history ia examples: Proceedings of the Canadian Institute, Toronto, Being a Continuation of
"The Canadian Journal of Science, Literature and History." Canadian Institute (1849-1914), 1886
  ib history ia examples: Geological Survey Professional Paper Geological Survey (U.S.),
1988
  ib history ia examples: Finance Arthur Risdon Palmer, 1922
  ib history ia examples: Trauma William C. Wilson, Christopher M. Grande, David B. Hoyt,
2007-02-05 Compiled by internationally recognized experts in trauma critical care,this
sourcediscusses the entire gamut of critical care management of the trauma patient and covers
several common complications and conditions treated in surgical intensive care units that are not
specifically related to trauma. Utilizing evidence-based guidelines where they ex
  ib history ia examples: The Aegean and the Orient in the Second Millennium Eric H. Cline,
1998
  ib history ia examples: Catalogue Wesleyan University (Middletown, Conn.), 1890
  ib history ia examples: Quantifying Expressions in the History of German Dorian Roehrs,
Christopher Sapp, 2016-05-11 This study describes the 1200-year history of German quantifying
expressions like nîoman anderro > niemand anderer ‘nobody else’, analyzing the morpho-syntactic
developments within the generative framework. The quantifiers examined arose from various lexical
sources/categories (nouns, adjectives, and pronouns) but all changed to adjectival quantifiers. These
changes are interpreted as a novel type of upward reanalysis from head to specifier, which we
associate with degrammaticalization driven by analogy. As for the quantified phrases, most appeared
in the genitive in Old High German, indicating a bi-nominal structure. During the Early New High
German period, most quantified nouns and adjectives changed to agreement with the quantifier. By
Modern German, only quantified DPs and pronouns remain in the genitive. These changes involve
downward reanalysis of the quantified elements, being integrated into the matrix nominal depending
on the structural size of the quantified phrase. Overall, we conclude that diachronically quantifying
expressions may have different syntactic analyses.
  ib history ia examples: Annual Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Cornell
College Cornell College (Mount Vernon, Iowa), 1922



  ib history ia examples: On Shell Structure Richard K. Larson, 2014-02-03 This volume
collects together core papers by Richard K. Larson developing what has since come to be known as
the VP Shell or Split VP analysis of sentential structure. The volume includes five previously
published papers together with two major unpublished works from the same period: Light Predicate
Raising (1989), which explores the interesting consequences of a leftward raising analysis of NP
Shift phenomena, and The Projection of DP (and DegP) (1991), which extends the shell approach to
the projection of nominal and adjectival structure, showing how projection can be handled in a
uniform way. In addition to published, unpublished and limited distribution work, the volume
includes extensive new introductory material. The general introduction traces the conceptual roots
of VP Shells and its problems in the face of subsequent developments in theory, and offers an
updated form compatible with modern Minimalist syntactic analysis. The section introductions to the
material on datives, complex predicates and nominals show how the updated form of shell theory
applies in the empirical domains where it was originally developed.
  ib history ia examples: In the Shadow of Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, Yuri Slezkine,
2018-06-26 Asked shortly after the revolution about how she viewed the new government, Tatiana
Varsher replied, With the wide-open eyes of a historian. Her countrywoman, Zinaida
Zhemchuzhnaia, expressed a similar need to take note: I want to write about the way those events
were perceived and reflected in the humble and distant corner of Russia that was the Cossack town
of Korenovskaia. What these women witnessed and experienced, and what they were moved to
describe, is part of the extraordinary portrait of life in revolutionary Russia presented in this book. A
collection of life stories of Russian women in the first half of the twentieth century, In the Shadow of
Revolution brings together the testimony of Soviet citizens and émigrés, intellectuals of aristocratic
birth and Soviet milkmaids, housewives and engineers, Bolshevik activists and dedicated opponents
of the Soviet regime. In literary memoirs, oral interviews, personal dossiers, public speeches, and
letters to the editor, these women document their diverse experience of the upheavals that reshaped
Russia in the first half of this century. As is characteristic of twentieth-century Russian women's
autobiographies, these life stories take their structure not so much from private events like
childbirth or marriage as from great public events. Accordingly the collection is structured around
the events these women see as touchstones: the Revolution of 1917 and the Civil War of 1918-20;
the switch to the New Economic Policy in the 1920s and collectivization; and the Stalinist society of
the 1930s, including the Great Terror. Edited by two preeminent historians of Russia and the Soviet
Union, the volume includes introductions that investigate the social historical context of these
women's lives as well as the structure of their autobiographical narratives.
  ib history ia examples: General Catalogue Berea College, 1898
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