
hobbit or there and back again
The Enduring Charm of Hobbit or There and Back Again

hobbit or there and back again is a phrase that instantly transports fans of
fantasy literature into the enchanting world crafted by J.R.R. Tolkien. This
title, which serves as the full subtitle of "The Hobbit," not only captures
the essence of an epic adventure but also encapsulates the timeless appeal of
a story that has fascinated readers for generations. Whether you’re a
longtime admirer of Middle-earth or just beginning to explore its wonders,
understanding the significance behind "hobbit or there and back again" opens
up a rich narrative filled with bravery, friendship, and the quest for home.

The Origin and Meaning of Hobbit or There and
Back Again

When Tolkien wrote "The Hobbit," he originally conceived it as a simple tale
for children. The subtitle "There and Back Again" cleverly reflects the
journey undertaken by Bilbo Baggins, the protagonist, who leaves his quiet
life in the Shire to embark on a perilous quest. The phrase itself suggests a
round trip, a venture into unknown territories and, ultimately, a return home
transformed by the experience.

This subtitle is more than just a tagline; it’s an invitation to readers to
join Bilbo on a journey filled with dwarves, dragons, and unexpected heroism.
It emphasizes the cyclical nature of adventure—how leaving home is just the
beginning, and coming back brings new insights and growth. This theme
resonates deeply in fantasy storytelling and has influenced countless works
that followed.

The Significance of the Title in Tolkien’s
Legendarium

In Tolkien’s extensive mythos, "There and Back Again" is often used as
Bilbo’s own account of the adventure he undertakes. It highlights the
personal transformation that occurs through adversity and exploration. Unlike
"The Lord of the Rings," which deals with grander, darker themes, "The
Hobbit" embodies a lighter, more whimsical tone, yet it remains profound in
its portrayal of courage and self-discovery.

The phrase also serves as a narrative framework, reminding us that an
adventure is not just about the destination but the journey itself. It
reflects Tolkien’s belief in the importance of stories that connect ordinary
individuals with extraordinary experiences.



Exploring the Story Behind Hobbit or There and
Back Again

At the heart of "hobbit or there and back again" lies the story of Bilbo
Baggins, an unlikely hero thrust into a world of magic and danger. His
journey begins when Gandalf, the wizard, recruits him to join a company of
dwarves seeking to reclaim their homeland from the fearsome dragon Smaug.

Bilbo’s Transformation from Comfort to Courage

Bilbo starts as a cautious, comfort-loving hobbit, reluctant to leave his
cozy hobbit-hole. However, as the story unfolds, he discovers bravery and
resourcefulness he never knew he possessed. The title "There and Back Again"
perfectly encapsulates this transformation—Bilbo leaves his peaceful life,
faces trials, and returns changed forever.

This journey is filled with iconic moments such as the encounter with Gollum,
where Bilbo finds the One Ring, and the tense negotiation with the dragon
Smaug. Each event pushes Bilbo to grow beyond the expectations of his quiet
Shire existence.

The Role of Companions and Challenges

The dwarves, led by Thorin Oakenshield, and other characters like Gandalf
play crucial roles in shaping the adventure’s dynamics. Their interactions
bring humor, tension, and a sense of camaraderie that enrich the narrative.
The challenges they face—trolls, goblins, giant spiders, and the looming
threat of war—add layers of excitement and danger.

These elements highlight the enduring appeal of Tolkien’s storytelling: a
blend of myth, folklore, and original invention that creates a vivid,
immersive world. The subtitle "hobbit or there and back again" hints at these
layers, promising readers an unforgettable odyssey.

The Cultural Impact of Hobbit or There and Back
Again

Over the decades, "hobbit or there and back again" has transcended its
literary origins to become a cultural touchstone. Its influence is evident in
literature, film, gaming, and even popular speech.



From Page to Screen: The Hobbit Film Trilogy

Peter Jackson’s film adaptations brought "The Hobbit" and its subtitle "There
and Back Again" to a global audience, visually realizing the story’s
grandeur. The films expanded on the narrative, adding depth to characters and
scenes while staying true to Tolkien’s vision.

These movies introduced new generations to the magical world of Middle-earth
and sparked renewed interest in Tolkien’s works. The phrase has since become
synonymous with epic fantasy adventures in popular culture.

Influence on Fantasy Literature and Media

The themes encapsulated by "hobbit or there and back again"—an ordinary hero
undertaking an extraordinary journey—have inspired countless authors and
creators. Many modern fantasy stories echo the structure and spirit of
Bilbo’s adventure, underscoring the lasting legacy of Tolkien’s storytelling
approach.

Additionally, the phrase itself is often used metaphorically to describe
journeys of personal growth and transformation, demonstrating its resonance
beyond just the realm of fiction.

Why Hobbit or There and Back Again Still
Matters Today

In a world that constantly changes, the timeless appeal of "hobbit or there
and back again" lies in its universal themes. The story reminds us that
adventure can be found in the most unexpected places and that growth often
comes from stepping beyond our comfort zones.

Lessons from Bilbo’s Journey

Bilbo’s tale encourages readers to embrace courage, curiosity, and
resilience. It shows that even those who seem small or insignificant can make
a profound difference. This message remains relevant, inspiring people to
face their own challenges with hope and determination.

Engaging with Middle-earth’s Rich Lore

For fans and newcomers alike, exploring "hobbit or there and back again"
opens doors to a vast world filled with history, languages, and mythology.



Diving into the story encourages a deeper appreciation for storytelling craft
and the power of imagination.

Whether through reading the book, watching the films, or engaging with fan
communities, the journey "there and back again" continues to captivate and
inspire.

---

The phrase "hobbit or there and back again" is more than a book title; it’s a
symbol of adventure, transformation, and the enduring magic of storytelling.
As Bilbo Baggins shows us, stepping out into the unknown may be daunting, but
it’s often the path that leads us back home, forever changed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the full title of 'The Hobbit' by J.R.R.
Tolkien?
The full title is 'The Hobbit, or There and Back Again.'

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Hobbit, or There
and Back Again'?
The main protagonist is Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit from the Shire.

What is the significance of 'There and Back Again'
in the title?
It refers to Bilbo's journey to the Lonely Mountain and his return home,
highlighting the adventure and the personal growth he experiences.

How does 'The Hobbit, or There and Back Again'
connect to 'The Lord of the Rings' series?
The Hobbit is a prelude to 'The Lord of the Rings,' introducing key
characters like Bilbo and the One Ring, which plays a central role in the
later trilogy.

What themes are explored in 'The Hobbit, or There
and Back Again'?
The novel explores themes such as heroism, adventure, personal growth,
friendship, and the battle between good and evil.



Has 'The Hobbit, or There and Back Again' been
adapted into films or other media?
Yes, it has been adapted into an animated film in 1977 and a live-action film
trilogy directed by Peter Jackson between 2012 and 2014.

Additional Resources

The Enduring Appeal of "Hobbit or There and
Back Again": A Deep Dive into Tolkien’s Classic
Tale

hobbit or there and back again is a phrase that resonates strongly within the
realm of fantasy literature, instantly evoking the rich tapestry of J.R.R.
Tolkien’s storytelling prowess. This subtitle, attached to the novel *The
Hobbit*, sets the tone for an adventure that has captivated readers across
generations. As a seminal work that predates *The Lord of the Rings*, *The
Hobbit*, often referred to by its full title *The Hobbit, or There and Back
Again*, offers a unique blend of myth, heroism, and whimsy that has cemented
its place in literary history.

Exploring the significance of this work requires an understanding not only of
the narrative itself but also of its broader cultural and literary impact.
The phrase “there and back again” encapsulates the archetypal journey motif
that underpins much of classical and modern storytelling, positioning the
novel as a foundational text in the fantasy genre.

In-depth Analysis of "The Hobbit, or There and
Back Again"

At its core, *The Hobbit* is a quest narrative that follows Bilbo Baggins, a
seemingly unremarkable hobbit, who is thrust from his comfortable existence
into an epic adventure. The subtitle “There and Back Again” succinctly
captures the cyclical nature of Bilbo’s journey — from the tranquility of the
Shire, through the perils of Middle-earth, and finally back home transformed.
This narrative arc is not only a cornerstone of Tolkien’s storytelling but
also an essential blueprint for countless fantasy stories that followed.

The Journey Motif and Its Literary Significance

The “there and back again” structure is emblematic of the hero’s journey, a



narrative template identified by Joseph Campbell and adapted across cultures
and genres. Tolkien’s use of this framework in *The Hobbit* adds layers of
depth to what might otherwise be a straightforward adventure tale. It
highlights themes of growth, courage, and the confrontation with the unknown.

Bilbo’s transformation from a cautious, comfort-loving hobbit to a
resourceful and brave protagonist exemplifies the transformative potential
embedded in the journey motif. This evolution underscores the novel’s appeal
to readers of all ages, reflecting universal human experiences of change and
self-discovery.

Comparative Analysis: "The Hobbit" vs. "The Lord of
the Rings"

While *The Hobbit* is often overshadowed by the monumental success of *The
Lord of the Rings*, the subtitle “There and Back Again” offers a critical
lens through which to differentiate the two works. *The Hobbit* is lighter in
tone, more whimsical and accessible, targeting a younger audience originally,
whereas *The Lord of the Rings* presents a darker, more complex narrative.

The phrase also suggests finality and return, which contrasts with the
sprawling, open-ended epic nature of *The Lord of the Rings*. In *The
Hobbit*, the journey is more contained, with a clear beginning and end,
emphasizing Bilbo’s personal growth rather than the fate of an entire world.

Exploring the Themes Embedded in "There and
Back Again"

The subtitle is not merely a narrative device but a thematic anchor that
encapsulates several core motifs of Tolkien’s work:

Transformation and Growth

Bilbo’s journey is a classic tale of transformation. Starting as a hesitant
character, his experiences on the road lead to newfound confidence and
wisdom. The “back again” suggests return not just to a physical place but to
a changed self, highlighting the psychological dimension of the adventure.

Home and Belonging

The phrase also emphasizes the significance of home. The Shire represents
safety and identity, and Bilbo’s desire to return underscores the human need



for belonging. Yet, his homecoming is bittersweet, marked by the changes
wrought by his journey, reflecting the complex relationship between adventure
and the comfort of familiarity.

Adventure and the Unknown

“There” signifies the unknown, the realm beyond the familiar. Tolkien’s use
of mythical creatures, hidden realms, and epic battles within this “there”
adds a rich fantasy texture, inviting readers into a world of imagination.
This duality between “there” and “back again” encapsulates the tension
between exploration and return, a universal tension in storytelling.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of "Hobbit or
There and Back Again"

Since its publication in 1937, *The Hobbit* and its subtitle have become
synonymous with the fantasy genre itself. The phrase “there and back again”
has transcended the book, entering popular culture as an archetype of
adventure and homecoming. This impact is evident in various media
adaptations, including Peter Jackson’s acclaimed film trilogy, which brought
renewed attention and interpretation to the phrase.

Film Adaptations and Interpretation

The cinematic adaptation of *The Hobbit* expanded on the subtitle’s meaning,
portraying Bilbo’s journey with visual grandeur and emotional depth. While
some critics argue that the films diverge from the novel’s tone, the core
concept of “there and back again” remains central, underscoring the
narrative’s enduring relevance.

The films also introduced the story to a global audience, sparking interest
in Tolkien’s broader legendarium and inspiring a new generation of fantasy
enthusiasts. The subtitle’s evocation of an epic journey became a marketing
and thematic tool, reinforcing the timeless appeal of Tolkien’s storytelling.

Merchandising and Popular References

Beyond literature and film, “hobbit or there and back again” has influenced a
wide range of merchandise, from collectible editions of the book to themed
games and memorabilia. The phrase itself has become a shorthand for adventure
narratives, often referenced in discussions about quests, personal growth,
and fantasy fiction.



The Role of Language and Style in "The Hobbit,
or There and Back Again"

Tolkien’s choice of the subtitle is reflective of his philological expertise
and love of language. The phrase’s rhythmic, almost poetic quality
contributes to the book’s mythic atmosphere. It also echoes the oral
tradition of storytelling, evoking the sense of a tale passed down through
generations.

Stylistic Features

The subtitle’s simplicity belies its narrative weight. “There and back again”
functions as both a promise and a summary, capturing the essence of the
story’s structure. This linguistic economy enhances the accessibility of the
novel, making it approachable for younger readers while retaining depth for
adult audiences.

Impact on Narrative Tone

The subtitle sets an anticipatory tone, preparing readers for an adventure
marked by both excitement and the inevitability of return. This tonal framing
affects how readers engage with the story, balancing the thrill of
exploration with the comfort of resolution.

Summary of Key Considerations in "Hobbit or
There and Back Again"

Journey as a Narrative Framework: The subtitle encapsulates the cyclical
hero’s journey, fundamental to the novel’s plot and themes.

Character Development: Bilbo’s transformation is central, with the
subtitle highlighting the significance of personal growth.

Thematic Depth: Themes of home, adventure, and change are woven into the
narrative structure implied by the subtitle.

Cultural Significance: The phrase has become iconic beyond the book,
influencing media, merchandise, and fantasy storytelling conventions.

Stylistic Influence: Tolkien’s linguistic choices enhance the mythic and
poetic qualities of the narrative.



The phrase “hobbit or there and back again” continues to hold a place of
prominence in literary discussions and popular culture. Its resonance lies in
the universal appeal of the journey it describes, an archetype that speaks to
the human experience across time and space. As readers and viewers embark on
Bilbo’s adventure, they are reminded of the timeless allure of stories that
lead us through the unknown and back to the familiar, forever changed.

Hobbit Or There And Back Again

  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit J. R. R. Tolkien, 2008 'The Hobbit' is a tale of
high adventure, undertaken by a company of dwarves in search of dragon-guarded gold. A reluctant
partner in this perilous quest is Bilbo Baggins, a comfort-loving, unambitious hobbit.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, 1981 Bilbo Baggins,
the hobbit, is a peaceful sort who lives in a cozy hole in the Shire, a place where adventures are
uncommon - and rather unwanted. So when the wizard Gandalf whisks him away on a
treasure-hunting expedition with a troop of rowdy dwarves, he's not entirely thrilled. Encountering
ruthless trolls, beastly orcs, gigantic spiders, and hungry wolves, Bilbo discovers within himself
astonishing strength and courage. And at the ultimate confrontation with the fearsome dragon
Smaug, the hobbit will brave the dangers of the dark and dragon fire alone and unaided.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again J. R. R. Tolkien, Alan
Lee, 2000-04-03 The first softback edition of the superb illustrated edition of J.R.R. Tolkien's
enduring classic. J.R.R. Tolkien's great classic work, The Hobbit, celebrated its 60th year of
publication (1937) with a gorgeous illustrated edition by artist Alan Lee, winner of the Kate
Greenaway medal for illustration, and creator of the fabulously successful Centenary edition of The
Lord of the Rings. Containing 22 full colour illustrations depicting key scenes from this all-time
classic (scenes such as Gollum and Bilbo, The Wargs, Smaug the Dragon and The Battle of the Five
Armies), this beautiful volume also includes a wealth of integrated pencil drawings which
demonstrate perfectly Alan's genius at work.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien, 1990 Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole
until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he
may never return.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkien, 2012-11-08 This beautiful gift
edition of The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien's classic prelude to his Lord of the Rings trilogy, features cover
art, illustrations, and watercolor paintings by the artist Alan Lee. Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who
enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his
contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep
one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard
guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their
quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter both a magic ring and a
frightening creature known as Gollum. Written for J.R.R. Tolkien's own children, The Hobbit has sold
many millions of copies worldwide and established itself as a modern classic.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit J. R. R. Tolkien, Editorial Editorial World,
2015-06-10 A tale of adventure, in which a company of dwarves search for dragon-guarded gold. A
reluctant partner in the quest is Bilbo Baggins, an unambitious hobbit, who surprises even himself
by his skill and resourcefulness as a burglar.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again John Ronald Reuel
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Tolkien, Chuck Dixon, 1990
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, 1986-07-12 Bilbo
Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the
wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may never
return.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien, 1981 Bilbo Baggins an unambitious hobbitt, and a company of dwarves meet high adventure
with trolls, goblins, elves and giant spiders, in search of dragon guarded gold.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit Illustrated by the Author J. R. R. Tolkien,
2023-09-19 For the first time ever, a special enhanced edition of the enchanting prelude to The Lord
of the Rings, illustrated throughout with over 50 sketches, drawings, paintings and maps by J.R.R.
Tolkien himself. Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely
travelling further than the pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag End. But his contentment is disturbed
when the wizard, Gandalf, and a company of thirteen dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to
whisk him away on an unexpected journey ‘there and back again.’ They have a plot to raid the
treasure hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon . . . Written for J.R.R.
Tolkien’s own children, The Hobbit was published on 21 September 1937. With a beautiful cover
design, a handful of black & white drawings and two maps by the author himself, the book became
an instant success and was reprinted shortly afterwards with five color plates. Tolkien’s own
selection of finished paintings and drawings have become inseparable from his text, adorning
editions of The Hobbit for more than 85 years. But the published art has afforded only a glimpse of
Tolkien’s creative process, and many additional sketches, colored drawings and maps – although
exhibited and published elsewhere – have never appeared within the pages of The Hobbit. In this
unique enhanced edition of Tolkien’s enchanting classic tale, the full panoply of his art is reproduced
for the first time, presenting more than 50 illustrations to accompany Bilbo Baggins on his adventure
‘there and back again.’
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit J. R. R. Tolkien, 1999 THE GREATEST FANTASY
EPIC OF OUR TIME Bilbo Baggins was a hobbit who wanted to be left alone in quiet comfort. But
the wizard Gandalf came along with a band of homeless dwarves. Soon Bilbo was drawn into their
quest, facing evil orcs, savage wolves, giant spiders, and worse unknown dangers. Finally, it was
Bilbo-alone and unaided-who had to confront the great dragon Smaug, the terror of an entire
countryside . . . This stirring adventure fantasy begins the tale of the hobbits that was continued by
J.R.R. Tolkien in his bestselling epic The Lord of the Rings.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit; Or, There and Back Again by J. R. R.
Tolkien (Trivia-On-Books) Trivia-on-Books Staff, 2015-08-17 Trivia-on-Book: The Hobbit; or, There
and Back Again by J. R. R. TolkienYou may have read the book, but not have liked it.You may have
liked the book, but not be a fan.You may call yourself a fan, but few truly are. Are
you?Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers, students, and
fans alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take the challenge
yourself and share it with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books provides a
unique approach that is both insightful and educational!Features You'll Find Inside:* 30 Multiple
choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author* Insightful commentary to answer every
question* Complementary quiz material for yourself or your reading group* Results provided with
scores to determine statusPromising quality and value, come grab your copy of Trivia-on-Books!
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien, 2001 Chronicles the adventures of the inhabitants of Middle-earth and of Bilbo Baggins, the
hobbit who brought home to The Shire the One Ring of Power
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again [4] John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien, 1997 Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit who just wanted to be left alone, embarks upon a dangerous
journey with thirteen dwarfs and the wizard Gandalf, eventually coming into possession of a very
magical ring.



  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien, 2001 Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole
until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he
may never return.
  hobbit or there and back again: There and Back Again Mark Atherton, 2012-08-20 'Even
the smallest person can change the course of the future.' The prophetic words of Galadriel,
addressed to Frodo as he prepared to travel from Lothlorien to Mordor to destroy the One Ring, are
just as pertinent to J R R Tolkien's own fiction. For decades, hobbits and the other fantastical
creatures of Middle-earth have captured the imaginations of a fiercely loyal tribe of readers, all
enhanced by the immense success of Peter Jackson's films: first The Lord of the Rings, and now his
new The Hobbit. But for all Tolkien's global fame and the familiarity of modern culture with Gandalf,
Bilbo, Frodo and Sam, the sources of the great mythmaker's own myth-making have been neglected.
Mark Atherton here explores the chief influences on Tolkien's work: his boyhood in the West
Midlands; the landscapes and seascapes which shaped his mythologies; his experiences in World
War I; his interest in Scandinavian myth; his friendships, especially with the other Oxford-based
Inklings; and the relevance of his themes, especially ecological themes, to the present-day. There
and Back Again offers a unique guide to the varied inspirations behind Tolkien's life and work, and
sheds new light on how a legend is born.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit, Or, There and Back Again John Ronald Reuel
Tolkien, Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the
day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may
never return.
  hobbit or there and back again: There and Back Again Sean Astin, Joe Layden, 2013-11-05
The fascinating memoir of a Hollywood life and an inside look at a life-changing role and the
groundbreaking Lord of the Rings films that captured the imagination of movie fans everywhere. The
Lord of the Rings is one of the most successful film franchises in cinematic history. Winner of a
record eleven Academy Awards--a clean sweep--and breaking box office records worldwide, the
trilogy is a breathtaking cinematic achievement and beloved by fans everywhere. For Sean Astin, a
Hollywood child (his mother is Patty Duke and stepfather is John Astin) who made his feature film
debut at 13 in the 1980s classic The Goonies and played the title role in Rudy, the call from his agent
about the role of Samwise Gamgee couldn't have come at a better time. His career was at a low
point and choice roles were hard to come by. But his 18-month experience in New Zealand with
director Peter Jackson and the cast and crew od The Lord of the Rings films would be more than
simply a dream-come-true--it would prove to be the challenge of a lifetime. There and Back Again:
An Actor's Tale is the complete memoir of Sean Astin, from his early days in Hollywood to the role
that changed his life. Though much has been written about the making of the films, including the
techniques and artistry employed to bring Tolkien's vision of life and the various relationships
between castmembers, the real story of what took place on the set, the harrowing ordeals of the
actors and the unspoken controversy and backstage dealings have never been told. Sean's
experience and candid account of his time filming in New Zealand is unparalleled. More than a
companion guide to the Ring films, There and Back Again filled with stories from the set and of the
actors involved that have never been revealed before and is an eye-opening look from a Hollywood
veteran at the blood, sweat and tears that went into the making of one of the most ambitious films of
all time.
  hobbit or there and back again: There and Back Again. The History of Spanish and Japanese
Trade in the Early Modern Period Sebastian Eccius, 2019-01-08 Seminar paper from the year 2018
in the subject World History - Modern History, grade: 2, University of Salzburg, language: English,
abstract: This paper is going to find its main focus in the trade with one of these peoples form the
other side of the world, the Spanish and Portuguese mostly, and their major involvement in the trade
with Japanese Silver and other commodities, both across the Pacific and within the region. Of
course, that does not mean, that other facets are going to be excluded, quite on the contrary, they



play important roles in the beginning and the end of this trading network, but the main focus is
going to be with the Spanish. One has to note, though, that although the main focus will be the
Spanish ventures in this region of the world, that this will entail more then what we would today call
Spain, but also Portugal and the colonial possessions of either of the two. Also, we will mostly
operate in the time between 1543, the landing of the first Portuguese in Japan, and 1636, the closure
of Japan to Foreigners for over two centuries (with a few exceptions, but we'll come to that). That
will of course not mean, that we will exclude anything before and after, for important foundations
were laid before, which would be used by many of the merchants, travellers and pirates of that time.
  hobbit or there and back again: The Hobbit Or There and Back Again J. R. R. Tolkien,
2008
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