hms surprise master and commander

The Enduring Appeal of HMS Surprise in Master and
Commander

hms surprise master and commander is a phrase that immediately conjures images of high seas
adventure, naval warfare, and the indomitable spirit of the British Royal Navy during the Napoleonic
Wars. This phrase references the iconic ship HMS Surprise, which plays a central role in Patrick
O’Brian’s celebrated Aubrey-Maturin series of novels and was famously brought to life in the 2003
film adaptation titled *Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World*. The story and the ship
itself have captivated readers, history buffs, and moviegoers alike, blending historical accuracy with
thrilling storytelling.

HMS Surprise: A Historical and Literary Icon

The HMS Surprise featured in the *Master and Commander* universe is based on a real vessel, a 28-
gun sixth-rate frigate originally launched by the Royal Navy in the late 18th century. However, the
literary version is a carefully crafted ship that serves as the setting for much of the action and
character development in O’Brian’s novels. The detailed descriptions of the ship’s rigging,
armaments, and daily life aboard give readers and viewers a vivid sense of naval life during the early
1800s.

The Ship’s Design and Significance

The Surprise is often described as a fast and maneuverable frigate, making her well-suited for
reconnaissance, escort duties, and independent missions—critical roles during the Napoleonic
conflicts. The ship’s design allows Captain Jack Aubrey, the protagonist, to outwit and outrun larger
enemy vessels. This balance of speed and firepower is key to many of the strategic naval encounters
depicted in the series.

Moreover, the ship isn’t just a backdrop; it is almost a character in its own right. The intimate
knowledge of HMS Surprise’s capabilities, limitations, and quirks shapes every decision the captain
and crew make. This focus on the ship’s details gives the narrative a grounded realism that naval
history enthusiasts appreciate.

Master and Commander: From Page to Screen

The 2003 film *Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World*, directed by Peter Weir and
starring Russell Crowe as Captain Jack Aubrey, brought the HMS Surprise to a wider audience. The
movie garnered critical acclaim for its authentic portrayal of life at sea, naval tactics, and the



complex relationship between Aubrey and his ship’s surgeon, Stephen Maturin.

Authenticity in Filmmaking

One of the remarkable aspects of the film was its commitment to historical accuracy. The production
team painstakingly recreated HMS Surprise, including a full-scale replica used for filming. This
attention to detail extended to the ship’s rigging, period uniforms, and even the sounds of the
cannons and creaking timbers. The result was a cinematic experience that immersed viewers in the
Age of Sail, far beyond the usual swashbuckling fare.

The film’s success also sparked renewed interest in Patrick O’Brian’s novels, encouraging new
generations to explore the rich world of naval history and literature.

The Characters and Their Relationship with HMS
Surprise

The dynamic between Captain Jack Aubrey and HMS Surprise is integral to understanding the
story’s depth. Aubrey’s command style, leadership qualities, and seafaring expertise are all reflected
in how he manages the ship and interacts with his crew.

Leadership at Sea

Aubrey’s ability to inspire loyalty and maintain discipline aboard HMS Surprise is a major theme in
the series. The captain’s decisions affect every aspect of life on board, from navigation and combat
to morale and crew welfare. His intimate knowledge of the ship’s capabilities often gives him the
edge in naval battles, where split-second decisions mean the difference between victory and
disaster.

Life Aboard HMS Surprise

Beyond the battles, the novels and film explore the daily routines and challenges faced by the crew.
From managing supplies and weathering storms to dealing with illness and interpersonal conflicts,
life on HMS Surprise is a microcosm of human endurance and camaraderie. This nuanced portrayal
adds layers of realism and emotional engagement to the narrative.

The Naval Warfare and Strategy Showcased on HMS
Surprise

One of the most compelling elements of *Master and Commander* is its detailed depiction of naval



warfare. HMS Surprise is often at the center of tactical maneuvers, showcasing the importance of
wind, positioning, and firepower in battle.

Understanding Age of Sail Combat

Naval engagements during this period were complex affairs involving intricate maneuvers, signaling,
and gunnery. The Surprise’s speed and agility allow Captain Aubrey to exploit weaknesses in enemy
formations and execute daring tactics such as boarding actions or long-range cannonades. Readers
and viewers gain insight into how captains balanced aggression with caution, all while protecting
their crew and ship.

The Role of Navigation and Seamanship

Accurate navigation was vital for survival and success during long voyages. HMS Surprise’s crew,
including the skilled navigator Stephen Maturin, uses celestial navigation, charts, and emerging
scientific knowledge to chart courses across vast oceans. These elements highlight the blend of art
and science at the heart of naval command.

Why HMS Surprise and Master and Commander
Continue to Inspire

The enduring popularity of *hms surprise master and commander* stems from its rich combination
of historical detail, compelling characters, and thrilling storytelling. Whether through O’Brian’s
novels or the film adaptation, the story transports audiences to a bygone era filled with adventure,
danger, and discovery.

Lessons from the High Seas

The narratives underscore themes such as leadership under pressure, the importance of teamwork,
and the human spirit’s resilience. HMS Surprise is not just a warship; it’s a symbol of exploration
and the pursuit of excellence.

For Enthusiasts and Newcomers Alike

For history lovers, the series offers an accurate window into naval life during the Napoleonic Wars.
For casual readers or film fans, it delivers an engaging adventure that combines action with
character-driven storytelling. The detailed exploration of the HMS Surprise’s role enhances
appreciation for the complexities of maritime history.



Exploring Further: Books, Films, and Museums

If you find yourself fascinated by HMS Surprise and the *Master and Commander* saga, there are
plenty of ways to dive deeper.

e Patrick O’Brian’s Aubrey-Maturin Series: Starting with *Master and Commander*, the
novels span 20 books, chronicling the many voyages of HMS Surprise and its crew.

e The Film Adaptation: The 2003 movie remains a cinematic classic for naval enthusiasts and
history buffs.

e Historic Ship Replicas: Some maritime museums feature replicas or detailed models of ships
like HMS Surprise, offering hands-on learning experiences.

e Naval History Resources: Books and documentaries about the Royal Navy during the
Napoleonic era provide context for the events depicted in the series.

Venturing into these resources enriches the appreciation of the vivid world Patrick O’Brian
created—one where HMS Surprise sails through history, embodying the spirit of a remarkable age.

The saga of *hms surprise master and commander* remains a testament to the captivating allure of
seafaring adventure, bringing together history, literature, and film in a way that continues to inspire
and educate audiences around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Master and Commander: The Far Side of
the World' featuring HMS Surprise?

The film follows Captain Jack Aubrey and his crew aboard HMS Surprise during the Napoleonic
Wars as they pursue a French privateer, the Acheron, across the seas, showcasing naval warfare,
leadership, and camaraderie.

Is HMS Surprise a real historical ship or fictional in '‘Master
and Commander'?

HMS Surprise in the film is based on a real British Royal Navy frigate from the early 19th century,
although the specific ship in the movie is a fictionalized version inspired by Patrick O'Brian's novels.



Who played Captain Jack Aubrey in the movie 'Master and
Commander'?

Russell Crowe portrayed Captain Jack Aubrey in 'Master and Commander: The Far Side of the
World."'

How accurate is 'Master and Commander' in depicting life
aboard HMS Surprise?

'Master and Commander' is praised for its historical accuracy in terms of naval tactics, ship
operations, and daily life aboard ships like HMS Surprise, although some dramatic liberties were
taken for storytelling.

What role does HMS Surprise play in Patrick O'Brian's 'Master
and Commander' book series?

HMS Surprise is the primary setting for much of Patrick O'Brian's series, serving as Captain Jack
Aubrey's ship where many naval adventures and battles take place throughout the novels.

Where was the HMS Surprise ship used in the 'Master and
Commander' film built?

The HMS Surprise ship used in the film was a replica built in the 1970s and extensively modified for
the movie, originally constructed in Brixham, England, based on a 18th-century French frigate
design.

Additional Resources

HMS Surprise Master and Commander: An In-Depth
Exploration of Naval Legacy and Cinematic Excellence

hms surprise master and commander evokes a rich blend of maritime history and cinematic
storytelling, intertwining the legacy of a famed Royal Navy frigate with the dramatic adaptation of
Patrick O’Brian’s celebrated Aubrey-Maturin series. This article delves into the multifaceted
significance of HMS Surprise within the context of the film "Master and Commander: The Far Side
of the World," highlighting its historical inspiration, narrative role, and cultural impact. Through a
detailed analysis, we explore how the vessel symbolizes both naval prowess and the nuanced human
experience of life at sea during the Napoleonic Wars.

The Historical HMS Surprise: Origins and Significance

The real HMS Surprise was a 28-gun sixth-rate frigate, originally a French corvette named Unité,



captured by the British Royal Navy in 1796. This ship was subsequently commissioned as HMS
Surprise, serving notably during the Napoleonic era. Its historical importance lies not only in its
military engagements but also in its embodiment of the technological and tactical developments of
late 18th-century naval warfare.

The vessel’s design reflected a balance between speed, maneuverability, and firepower,
characteristics that made frigates like the Surprise vital for reconnaissance, escort duties, and
commerce protection. The ship’s real-life exploits provided fertile ground for literary adaptation,
inspiring Patrick O’Brian’s portrayal in his Aubrey-Maturin novels as a representation of naval
excellence and the spirit of exploration.

Master and Commander: Cinematic Representation of
HMS Surprise

The 2003 film "Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World," directed by Peter Weir and
starring Russell Crowe as Captain Jack Aubrey, brought HMS Surprise into the global cinematic
spotlight. The production utilized a replica of the ship built specifically for the film, painstakingly
designed to authentically depict early 19th-century naval architecture and sailing conditions.

Authenticity and Production Design

The filmmakers’ commitment to realism is evident in the meticulous attention to detail in the ship’s
rigging, armament, and interior spaces. The HMS Surprise replica was constructed using traditional
shipbuilding techniques, with consultation from maritime historians and naval experts. This
dedication enhanced the film’s immersive quality, allowing audiences to experience the
claustrophobic quarters, the complexity of sail handling, and the intensity of naval combat.

Narrative Role and Character Dynamics

In the narrative, HMS Surprise is more than a mere setting; it is a character in its own right. The
ship serves as the stage for the evolving relationship between Captain Aubrey and ship’s surgeon
Stephen Maturin, whose contrasting personalities and shared respect for the vessel encapsulate
themes of leadership, camaraderie, and survival.

The film’s portrayal of life aboard HMS Surprise highlights the challenges faced by sailors, from
navigating treacherous seas to engaging enemy vessels. The ship’s capabilities and limitations are
integral to plot development, emphasizing strategic decision-making and the human cost of naval
warfare.

Comparative Analysis: HMS Surprise in Literature vs.



Film

While the film adaptation remains faithful to many aspects of Patrick O’Brian’s novels, there are
notable differences in the depiction of HMS Surprise. The literary series offers a more expansive and
detailed exploration of the ship’s operations, crew, and the geopolitical context of the Napoleonic
Wars.

Technical Details and Ship Operations

O’Brian’s novels delve deeply into the technicalities of sailing, navigation, and naval combat, often
dedicating chapters to the intricacies of sail management, gunnery, and ship maintenance. The HMS
Surprise in the books is portrayed with a level of specificity that appeals to maritime enthusiasts and
historians alike.

Conversely, the film condenses much of this detail to maintain narrative pace and accessibility for
broader audiences. However, it retains key elements such as the ship’s armament, the use of signal
flags, and the depiction of naval tactics, preserving the essence of the source material’s authenticity.

Characterization and Thematic Emphasis

In literature, HMS Surprise functions as a microcosm of early 19th-century naval society, reflecting
hierarchical structures, social tensions, and the blend of professional duty with personal ambition.
The film, while capturing these themes, places greater emphasis on action and visual spectacle,
using the ship as a backdrop for dramatic set pieces and character-driven moments.

Legacy and Cultural Impact of HMS Surprise and
Master and Commander

The convergence of historical reality and artistic representation through HMS Surprise and "Master
and Commander" has reinforced interest in the Age of Sail, naval history, and maritime literature.
The film’s success spurred renewed attention to Patrick O’Brian’s series, expanding its readership
and inspiring numerous adaptations in other media.

Educational and Recreational Influence

Museums, maritime organizations, and sailing enthusiasts often reference HMS Surprise when
discussing historical frigates and naval tactics. The ship’s portrayal in "Master and Commander" has
also influenced the design of museum exhibits and replica vessels, fostering experiential learning
opportunities.

Moreover, the film has become a touchstone for educators seeking to illustrate the complexities of



naval warfare and life at sea, blending entertainment with historical insight.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite widespread acclaim, some historians and critics have pointed out anachronisms and
dramatizations in the film’s depiction of HMS Surprise and naval engagements. For instance, certain
battle sequences condense or alter historical tactics for cinematic effect, and the portrayal of naval
discipline occasionally diverges from documented practices.

Nevertheless, these critiques are often balanced by recognition of the film’s overall commitment to
authenticity and its role in popularizing maritime history.

Exploring the Features of HMS Surprise: Design,
Armament, and Crew

Understanding the capabilities of HMS Surprise requires an examination of its design features and
operational requirements. As a sixth-rate frigate, it typically carried around 28 guns, including a mix
of carronades and long guns, allowing it to engage enemies effectively while maintaining speed.

Ship Design and Sailing Characteristics

- *Hull and Frame**: The ship’s wooden hull was designed for durability and agility, enabling swift
maneuvers essential in both combat and pursuit.

- ¥*Rigging and Sails**: HMS Surprise featured a complex arrangement of sails and rigging,
demanding expert seamanship for optimal performance.

- *Crew Complement**: Typically manned by approximately 200 officers and sailors, the crew
operated in highly coordinated roles, from gunners to navigators.

Operational Roles and Tactical Advantages

The frigate’s design allowed it to function as the eyes and ears of the fleet, conducting
reconnaissance, delivering dispatches, and engaging smaller enemy vessels. Its speed and firepower
made it a formidable opponent in one-on-one engagements, often serving as a test of captaincy and
crew proficiency.

The Enduring Appeal of HMS Surprise and Master and
Commander

The story of HMS Surprise as captured in "Master and Commander" continues to resonate with



audiences and historians alike. Its blend of historical authenticity, compelling storytelling, and vivid
characterizations offers a window into a pivotal era of naval history. Whether approached from a
literary, cinematic, or academic perspective, the narrative underscores the enduring human themes
of leadership, resilience, and adventure on the high seas.

Hms Surprise Master And Commander

hms surprise master and commander: H. M. S. Surprise (Vol. Book 3) (Aubrey/Maturin
Novels) Patrick O'Brian, 1991-05-17 Few, very few books have made my heart thud with
excitement. H.M.S. Surprise managed it. —Helen Lucy Burke, Irish Press In H.M.S. Surprise, British
naval officer Jack Aubrey and surgeon Stephen Maturin face near-death and tumultuous romance in
the distant waters ploughed by the ships of the East India Company. Tasked with ferrying a British
ambassador to the Sultan of Kampong, they find themselves on a prolonged voyage aboard a Royal
Navy frigate en route to the Malay Peninsula. In this new sphere, Aubrey is on the defensive, pitting
wits and seamanship against an enemy who enjoys overwhelming local superiority. But somewhere
in the Indian Ocean lies the prize that could secure him a marriage to his beloved Sophie and make
him rich beyond his wildest dreams: the ships sent by Napoleon to attack the China Fleet.

hms surprise master and commander: HMS Surprise (Aubrey-Maturin, Book 3) Patrick
O’Brian, 2011-12-19 How far will a man go in the name of revenge, honour, love or simple survival?

hms surprise master and commander: H.M.S. Surprise Patrick O'Brian, 1976

hms surprise master and commander: HMS "Surprise" Patrick O'Brian, 2002

hms surprise master and commander: HMS Surprise Patrick O'Brian, Charlton Heston,
2007* Patrick O'Brian's Aubrey-Maturin tales are widely acknowledged to be the greatest series of
historical novels ever written. Now these evocative stories are being re-issued in paperback by
Harper Perennial with stunning new jackets.

hms surprise master and commander: HMS Surprise Patrick O'Brian, 2007 Patrick O'Brian's
Aubrey-Maturin tales are widely acknowledged to be the greatest series of historical novels ever
written. Now these evocative stories are being re-issued in paperback by Harper Perennial with
stunning new jackets.

hms surprise master and commander: Master and commander ; Post captain ; H.M.S.
Surprise ; The Mauritius command Patrick O'Brian, 2004

hms surprise master and commander: H. M. S. Surprise (Vol. Book 3) (Aubrey/Maturin
Novels) Patrick O'Brian, 1994-11-17 Capt. Aubrey and his friend Maturin sail to the Indian Ocean to
save the British merchant fleet from the French.

hms surprise master and commander: The Frigate Surprise Brian Lavery, Geoff Hunt, 2009
The HMS Surprise starred as the principal ship in Patrick O'Brian's much-celebrated
Aubrey-Maturin series of novels. This volume narrates the career of HMS Surprise in both her
historical and fictional roles.

hms surprise master and commander: Books 1-4. Master and commander ; Post captain ;
H.M.S. Surprise ; The Mauritius command Patrick O'Brian, 2004

hms surprise master and commander: The Patrick O'Brian Muster Book Anthony Gary
Brown, 2015-01-27 Now in its second edition, this expanded work catalogs every person, animal,
ship and cannon mentioned by name in the 21 books of Patrick O'Brian's series on the maritime
adventures of Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin. The novels, renowned for their far-ranging web of
wit and allusion, teem with thousands of characters and ships, both imaginary and historical. From
Master and Commander to 21: The Unfinished Voyage, this book distinguishes the fictional from the
factual, making a useful series companion for the casual reader and the most ardent fans. Each of
the more than 5,000 alphabetized entries provides a reference to the novels and chapters in which


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/hms-surprise-master-and-commander.pdf

the topic appears. Additionally, biographical notes on the historical figures are included, with
sources provided in an annotated bibliography.

hms surprise master and commander: The World of Patrick O'Brian Dean King, 2016-06-28
Four volumes of history and biography for fans of the Aubrey-Maturin novels, with lore on the Royal
Navy and much more. What is a sandgrouse, and where does it live? What are the medical properties
of lignum vitae, and how did Stephen Maturin use it to repair his viola? Who is Adm. Lord Keith, and
why is his wife so friendly with Capt. Jack Aubrey? More than any other contemporary author,
Patrick O'Brian knew the past. His twenty Aubrey-Maturin novels, beginning with Master and
Commander (1969), are distinguished by deep characterization, heart-stopping naval combat, and an
attention to detail that enriches and enlivens his stories. In the revised edition of A Sea of Words,
Dean King and his collaborators dive into Jack Aubrey's world. In the revised edition of Harbors and
High Seas, King details not just where Aubrey and Maturin went, but how they got there. Packed
with maps and illustrations from the greatest age of sail, it is an incomparable reference for
devotees of O'Brian's novels and anyone who has dreamed of climbing aboard a warship, as well as a
captivating portrait of life on the sea during a time when nothing stood between man and ocean but
grit, daring, and a few creaking planks of wood. At the dawn of the nineteenth century, the British
navy was the mightiest instrument of war the world had ever known. The Royal Navy patrolled the
seas from India to the Caribbean, connecting an empire with footholds in every corner of the earth.
Such a massive navy required the service of more than 100,000 men—from officers to deckhands to
surgeons. Their stories are collected in Every Man Will Do His Duty. The inspiration for the
bestselling novels of Patrick O'Brian and C. S. Forester, these twenty-two memoirs and diaries,
edited by Dean King, provide a true portrait of life aboard British warships during one of the most
significant eras of world history. Patrick O'Brian was well into his seventies when the world fell in
love with his greatest creation: the maritime adventures of Royal Navy Capt. Jack Aubrey and ship's
surgeon Stephen Maturin. But despite his fame, little detail was available about the life of the
reclusive author, whose mysterious past King uncovers in this groundbreaking biography. King
traces O'Brian's personal history from his beginnings as a London-born Protestant named Richard
Patrick Russ to his tortured relationship with his first wife and child to his emergence from World
War II with the entirely new identity under which he would publish twenty volumes in the
Aubrey-Maturin series. What King unearths is a life no less thrilling than the seafaring world of
O'Brian's imagination. Patrick O'Brian: A Life Revealed is a penetrating and insightful examination
of one of the modern world's most acclaimed historical novelists.

hms surprise master and commander: Background Jack Chapman, 2008 Portraits of crew
members of the HMS Surprise, a modern tall ship, taken during the filming of the movie Master and
commander: the far side of the world. The photographs are accompanied by text written by the men.

hms surprise master and commander: Windows on Easter Bill Crowder, 2011-03-01 See the
death and resurrection of Christ through the eyes of those who were there! A different perspective
can revolutionize our appreciation of the familiar. This is what Bill Crowder does as he examines the
familiar Easter story. By looking through the windows provided by some of the people who were
there—Malchus, the Centurion, Joseph of Arimathea, Mary Magdalene and the other women
disciples, and the disciples on the road to Emmaus—we see and feel what they saw and felt, and
learn from their responses. As we enter into the events that altered the world forever, we get what
we need most—fresh perspective.

hms surprise master and commander: The Fyddeye Guide to America's Maritime
History Joe Follansbee, 2010 The Fyddeye Guide to America's Maritime History is a one-of-a-kind
directory for tall ships, lighthouses, historic warships, maritime museums, and other attractions you
can visit today that preserve, protect, and interpret our nation's maritime history. Use the Guide to
plan a family trip, map out a heritage travel experience, research your local history, or find a
heritage organization to help you discover the sea captain in your family tree. The Guide covers
maritime history attractions in the Lower 48 states, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands. More than 200 authentic tall ships, many offering travel excursions and educational



experiences lasting from an hour to several weeks. More than 300 historic commercial vessels, such
as ferries, tugs, and steamboats, as well as warships, including battleships, aircraft carriers,
destroyers, and small craft dating from the 18th century to the middle 20th century that you can
visit. More than 750 photogenic lighthouses and lightships grouped by East Coast, West Coast, the
Gulf Coast, and the Great Lakes. More than 260 family-friendly maritime museums in 37 states and
the District of Columbia. Three maps with suggested itineraries for discovering lighthouses in New
England, California, and Michigan. Special articles on the tall ship Lady Washington, forgotten
steamboats on the Okanogan River, the best lighthouse books, and major maritime festivals.
Twenty-five professional photos of key ships and other attractions. The Fyddeye Guide to America's
Maritime History complements Fyddeye, http: //www.fyddeye.com, the Internet's most
comprehensive website dedicated to maritime history and heritage. Fyddeye also features an online
community that discusses news about maritime history and current issues, including preservation of
historic ships. You can also share photos and vote in polls on current events. Visit Fyddeye's pages
on Facebook and follow Fyddeye on Twitter.

hms surprise master and commander: Boys' Life , 2004-05 Boys' Life is the official youth
magazine for the Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news,
nature, sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.

hms surprise master and commander: 10 Simple Secrets of the World's Greatest Business
Communicators Carmine Gallo, 2006 Speak--and drive sales, increase market share and generate
buzz.

hms surprise master and commander: King Me Steve Farrar, 2006-02-01 Using kings of the
Old Testament as character studies, Steve Farrar examines the critical role a father plays in
preparing his son to become a godly man. What separated the good kings from the bad kings was a
father who made time commitments to mentor his son, by modeling biblical manhood. Do you want
your son to become a man of regal character? Then this book is for you!

hms surprise master and commander: Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2006 Roger Ebert,
2005-11 Now fully updated, this annual yearbook includes every review Ebert had written from
January 2007 to July 2009. It also includes interviews, essays, tributes, and all-new questions and
answers from his Questions for the Movie Answer Man columns.

hms surprise master and commander: 100 Great War Movies Robert J. Niemi, 2018-04-04
This book serves as a fascinating guide to 100 war films from 1930 to the present. Readers
interested in war movies will learn surprising anecdotes about these films and will have all their
questions about the films' historical accuracy answered. This cinematic guide to war movies spans
800 years in its analysis of films from those set in the 13th century Scottish Wars of Independence
(Braveheart) to those taking place during the 21st-century war in Afghanistan (Lone Survivor).
World War II has produced the largest number of war movies and continues to spawn recently
released films such as Dunkirk. This book explores those, but also examines films set during such
conflicts as the Napoleonic Wars, the American Civil War, World War I, the Vietnam War, and the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The book is organized alphabetically by film title, making it easy to
navigate. Each entry is divided into five sections: Background (a brief discussion of the film's genesis
and financing); Production (information about how, where, and when the film was shot); Synopsis (a
detailed plot summary); Reception (how the film did in terms of box office, awards, and reviews) and
Reel History vs. Real History (a brief analysis of the film's historical accuracy). This book is ideal for
readers looking to get a vivid behind-the-scenes look at the greatest war movies ever made.
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