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History of Russian Revolution Trotsky: A Deep Dive into the Revolutionary’s
Role

history of russian revolution trotsky offers a fascinating glimpse into one
of the most tumultuous and transformative periods in modern history. Leon
Trotsky, a key figure in the Russian Revolution, played a pivotal role in
shaping the course of the revolution and the early Soviet state. His life,
ideologies, and actions continue to spark debates among historians, political
scientists, and enthusiasts interested in revolutionary movements.
Understanding Trotsky’s involvement provides valuable insights into the
complexities of the revolution and the broader context of early 20th-century
Russia.

Who Was Leon Trotsky?

Before diving deeper into the history of the Russian Revolution Trotsky’s
role, it’s essential to understand who Trotsky was. Born Lev Davidovich
Bronstein in 1879, Trotsky was a Marxist revolutionary, theorist, and
politician. He was originally a member of the Menshevik faction but later
joined the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin. Trotsky’s intellectual prowess
and oratory skills quickly made him one of the revolution’s most influential
leaders.

Trotsky’s early life was marked by political activism and exile, experiences
that shaped his revolutionary zeal. His commitment to socialist ideals and
his belief in the necessity of a proletarian revolution were driving forces
behind his political career. As a thinker, Trotsky contributed significantly
to Marxist theory, especially with his concept of “permanent revolution,”
which argued that socialist revolutions could not survive in isolation and
had to be continuous and international.

The Role of Trotsky in the Russian Revolution

The history of Russian Revolution Trotsky is incomplete without highlighting
his critical involvement during 1917, the year of the two revolutions: the
February Revolution and the October Revolution.

February Revolution and Trotsky’s Position

The February Revolution led to the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II and the
establishment of a provisional government. During this period, Trotsky was in
exile but made a dramatic return to Petrograd (now St. Petersburg) in May
1917. Upon his return, he quickly became a leader within the Petrograd
Soviet, an influential workers’ council. Trotsky’s speeches and writings
galvanized workers and soldiers alike, positioning him as a major force
against the provisional government.

Unlike Lenin, who had been advocating for an immediate overthrow of the
provisional government, Trotsky initially supported the soviets’ dual power



arrangement—where the provisional government and the soviets coexisted.
However, he gradually moved toward Lenin’s position, endorsing the need for a
proletarian revolution.

October Revolution and Trotsky’s Leadership

One of Trotsky’s most significant contributions to the history of Russian
Revolution Trotsky is his role in the October Revolution of 1917. As chairman
of the Petrograd Soviet’s Military Revolutionary Committee, Trotsky was
instrumental in planning and executing the Bolshevik seizure of power.

Trotsky’s organizational skills and strategic vision ensured the revolution’s
success with minimal bloodshed. He coordinated the Red Guards, sailors, and
soldiers to take key points in Petrograd, including communication hubs and
government buildings. His leadership during these critical days not only
secured Bolshevik control but also demonstrated his ability to translate
revolutionary ideals into practical action.

Trotsky and the Civil War

After the Bolsheviks took power, Russia plunged into a brutal civil war
between the Red Army (Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-communist forces).
The history of Russian Revolution Trotsky cannot be fully understood without
examining his role as the founder and leader of the Red Army.

Building the Red Army

Trotsky was appointed People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs in
1918, a position that put him in charge of the Red Army. Despite lacking
formal military training, Trotsky proved to be a brilliant military organizer
and strategist. He implemented strict discipline, reorganized the army, and
introduced the use of former Tsarist officers under strict Bolshevik
supervision to improve effectiveness.

His use of the armored train to move swiftly between front lines became a
symbol of his hands-on leadership style. Trotsky’s dedication, combined with
his ability to inspire loyalty among troops, was pivotal in turning the tide
of the civil war in favor of the Bolsheviks.

Challenges and Controversies

Trotsky’s military leadership was not without controversy. His uncompromising
stance and harsh methods, including the use of the Cheka (secret police) to
enforce discipline, drew criticism even from fellow revolutionaries.
Furthermore, his rivalry with Joseph Stalin began to intensify during this
period, setting the stage for future political conflicts.



Trotsky’s Ideological Contributions and
Permanent Revolution

Beyond the battlefield, the history of Russian Revolution Trotsky is enriched
by his intellectual legacy. Trotsky was a prolific writer and thinker who
developed the theory of permanent revolution. This idea posited that in
countries like Russia, where the bourgeoisie was weak, the working class had
to carry out both the bourgeois-democratic and socialist revolutions
simultaneously and that the revolution should spread internationally to
succeed.

This contrasted with the Stalinist approach of “socialism in one country,”
which argued that the Soviet Union could build socialism independently
without immediate global revolution. Trotsky’s insistence on internationalism
and continuous revolution made him a key ideological opponent to Stalin later
on.

The Fall of Trotsky and Exile

The history of Russian Revolution Trotsky took a dramatic turn after Lenin’s
death in 1924. With Lenin gone, a power struggle ensued between Trotsky and
Stalin. Despite Trotsky’s prominent role during the revolution and civil war,
Stalin’s political maneuvering and control over the party machinery gradually
marginalized him.

Political Rivalry with Stalin

Trotsky’s opposition to Stalin’s policies, particularly the abandonment of
permanent revolution and the increasing bureaucratization of the party,
placed him in direct conflict with the new Soviet leadership. By 1927,
Trotsky was expelled from the Communist Party, and in 1929, he was exiled
from the Soviet Union altogether.

Life in Exile and Assassination

Trotsky spent the rest of his life in exile, living in various countries
including Turkey, France, Norway, and finally Mexico. During this time, he
continued to write and criticize Stalin’s regime, leading the Left Opposition
and attempting to rally support against Stalinism.

His exile ended tragically in 1940 when a Soviet agent assassinated him with
an ice pick in Mexico City. Trotsky’s death marked the end of one of the most
dynamic and controversial figures of the Russian Revolution.

Legacy of Trotsky in the History of Russian
Revolution

Looking back at the history of Russian Revolution Trotsky’s impact is



undeniable. His contributions to the revolution, the civil war, and Marxist
theory left an indelible mark on the 20th century. Trotsky remains a symbol
of revolutionary idealism, intellectual rigor, and political struggle.

His life story offers lessons on the complexities of political power, the
dangers of authoritarianism, and the challenges of revolutionary change. For
students and enthusiasts of Russian history, understanding Trotsky’s role
provides a richer, more nuanced view of the revolution beyond the dominant
narratives focused solely on Lenin or Stalin.

In exploring the history of Russian Revolution Trotsky’s journey—from a
passionate revolutionary to a charismatic leader, to a political exile—one
gains a deeper appreciation for the human dimensions behind historical events
that shaped the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Leon Trotsky and what role did he play in the
Russian Revolution?

Leon Trotsky was a Marxist revolutionary and key leader in the Russian
Revolution of 1917. He served as the chairman of the Petrograd Soviet and was
instrumental in organizing the October Revolution, which led to the
Bolsheviks seizing power.

How did Trotsky's leadership influence the outcome of
the Russian Revolution?

Trotsky's leadership was crucial in the success of the Bolsheviks during the
Russian Revolution. He was a skilled orator and organizer, leading the Red
Army during the subsequent Civil War and helping to consolidate Bolshevik
control.

What was Trotsky's relationship with Vladimir Lenin
during the revolution?

Trotsky initially had ideological differences with Lenin but ultimately
became one of his closest allies. Lenin recognized Trotsky's talents and
appointed him as People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs and later as the
founder and commander of the Red Army.

Why was Trotsky eventually expelled from the
Communist Party after the revolution?

After Lenin's death, Trotsky clashed with Joseph Stalin over the direction of
the Soviet Union. Stalin's rise to power led to Trotsky's expulsion from the
Communist Party in 1927, followed by his exile due to their political
rivalry.

What was Trotsky's role in the Russian Civil War



following the revolution?

Trotsky was the founder and commander of the Red Army during the Russian
Civil War (1918-1921). His leadership and strategic skills were vital in
defeating the White Army and other anti-Bolshevik forces, securing Bolshevik
rule.

How did Trotsky's ideas differ from those of Stalin
in the post-revolution Soviet Union?

Trotsky advocated for permanent revolution and international socialism,
believing the Soviet Union needed to support global proletarian uprisings.
Stalin promoted 'socialism in one country,' focusing on building socialism
within the USSR first, which led to their ideological split.

Additional Resources
History of Russian Revolution Trotsky: An Analytical Review

history of russian revolution trotsky is a subject that remains pivotal to
understanding the complex dynamics of early 20th-century Russia and the rise
of Soviet power. Leon Trotsky, one of the most influential figures during the
Russian Revolution of 1917, played a multifaceted role that shaped both the
trajectory of the Bolshevik movement and the eventual establishment of the
Soviet state. This article delves into Trotsky’s contributions, ideological
stance, and political legacy within the broader context of the Russian
Revolution, offering a nuanced and investigative perspective on his
historical significance.

Contextualizing Trotsky within the Russian
Revolution

The Russian Revolution of 1917 was marked by two critical phases: the
February Revolution, which resulted in the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II and
the establishment of a provisional government, and the October Revolution,
where the Bolsheviks seized power. Trotsky’s involvement became increasingly
prominent during these tumultuous months. Unlike Vladimir Lenin, who was in
exile for much of the early revolution, Trotsky returned from abroad to play
a leadership role, particularly in organizing the October insurrection.
Understanding Trotsky’s place in the revolution necessitates an exploration
of his early political development, his alignment with the Bolsheviks, and
his strategic leadership roles.

Early Political Career and Ideological Foundations

Trotsky began his political activism as a Menshevik, part of the broader
Russian Social Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP). His initial disagreements
with Lenin over party organization and revolutionary tactics highlighted a
fundamental ideological rift. However, by 1917, the exigencies of revolution
and his support for a more radical, immediate overthrow of the provisional
government aligned him closely with Lenin’s Bolshevik faction. Trotsky’s



intellectual rigor and oratory skills made him a compelling advocate for
socialist revolution, and his theoretical contributions helped define the
parameters of Marxist strategy during the revolutionary period.

Trotsky’s Role in the October Revolution

Trotsky’s leadership during the October Revolution is often cited as one of
his most decisive contributions to the history of the Russian revolution
Trotsky narrative. As chairman of the Petrograd Soviet, he wielded
significant influence over workers and soldiers, coordinating their efforts
towards the Bolshevik seizure of power. His orchestration of the Military
Revolutionary Committee was instrumental in the relatively bloodless coup
against the provisional government. Trotsky’s strategic planning and
charismatic leadership galvanized support across various social strata,
enabling a swift transition to Bolshevik rule.

The Military Revolutionary Committee and Strategic
Execution

The Military Revolutionary Committee (MRC), under Trotsky’s direction,
functioned as a de facto revolutionary government apparatus during the
October uprising. Trotsky’s ability to mobilize the Red Guards, sailors, and
loyal soldiers ensured the effective control of key infrastructure in
Petrograd, including railways, telegraph offices, and government buildings.
His emphasis on disciplined and coordinated action contrasted with the often
chaotic nature of revolutionary uprisings, showcasing his organizational
acumen.

Mobilization of Red Guards and loyal military units

Seizure of critical communication centers

Negotiation and suppression of opposition forces

Ensuring minimal civilian casualties during the coup

Trotsky’s Influence on the Red Army and Civil
War

Following the Bolshevik victory in October, Russia plunged into a brutal
civil war between the Red (Bolshevik) and White (anti-Bolshevik) forces.
Trotsky was appointed People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs,
placing him in charge of the Red Army’s formation and strategy. His military
leadership during the civil war was both innovative and controversial,
reflecting his pragmatic approach to warfare and revolutionary ideology.



Organizational Reforms and Military Strategy

Trotsky’s reforms professionalized the Red Army by reinstating former Tsarist
officers, known as “military specialists,” under strict political
supervision. This move generated debate within Bolshevik ranks due to the
ideological tensions between class loyalty and military expertise.
Nevertheless, Trotsky’s leadership proved effective, as the Red Army
successfully repelled multiple White offensives and foreign interventions.
His use of armored trains for rapid troop movements and his ability to
inspire troops through impassioned speeches contributed significantly to the
Bolshevik victory.

Political Downfall and Exile

Despite his pivotal role in the revolution and civil war, Trotsky’s political
fortunes declined sharply after Lenin’s death in 1924. The ensuing power
struggle between Trotsky and Joseph Stalin reshaped Soviet politics. Stalin’s
consolidation of power involved marginalizing Trotsky, branding him a
counter-revolutionary, and ultimately forcing him into exile. This phase of
Trotsky’s life is critical to understanding the long-term impact of the
Russian Revolution, as it illustrates the fracturing of early Bolshevik unity
and the emergence of Stalinist authoritarianism.

Exile and Continued Opposition

From exile, Trotsky established the Fourth International, aiming to promote
international socialist revolution and oppose Stalin’s bureaucratic regime.
His writings during this period, including critiques of Stalinism and
defenses of permanent revolution theory, have been influential among leftist
scholars and activists. However, his political isolation and eventual
assassination in Mexico in 1940 underscore the brutal nature of Soviet
internal politics post-revolution.

Legacy in the History of Russian Revolution
Trotsky Studies

Trotsky’s legacy remains a subject of intense scholarly debate and popular
fascination. His contributions to revolutionary theory, military strategy,
and Soviet state formation are undeniable, yet his political downfall serves
as a cautionary tale about the volatility of revolutionary movements.
Contemporary historians often revisit the history of Russian revolution
Trotsky to dissect the complexities of leadership, ideology, and power
struggles during this transformative period.

Pros: Charismatic leadership, military innovation, ideological
contributions to Marxism.

Cons: Political inflexibility, underestimation of Stalin’s power base,
controversial decisions regarding military specialists.



In sum, the history of Russian revolution Trotsky encapsulates both the
triumphs and tragedies of revolutionary change. His role as a strategist and
ideologue offers critical insights into the mechanisms of revolution, the
challenges of governance, and the enduring conflicts within socialist
movements. Exploring Trotsky’s life and work provides a richer understanding
of how the Russian Revolution unfolded and how its legacy continues to
influence political thought worldwide.

History Of Russian Revolution Trotsky

  history of russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2008-07-01 “During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight
months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year
began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You
will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of
150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.”
--Leon Trotsky, from History of the Russian Revolution Regarded by many as among the most
powerful works of history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most
pivotal and hotly debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of
its central actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.
Originally published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in a single volume. It
serves as the most vital and inspiring record of the Russian Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest
history of an event that I know.” --C. L. R. James “In Trotsky all passions were aroused, but his
thought remained calm and his vision clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his
sight, sharpens it.... The History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest
expression of his ideas on revolution. As an account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors,
it stands unique in world literature.” --Isaac Deutscher
  history of russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 1 Leon
Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human
history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own
hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a
socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume spans from the February Revolution to the prelude of the 'July Days', as well as the
economic and political background of Russia before the Revolution. Also featured in this edition is
Alan Woods introduction to the series.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution, Vol. I Leon
Trotsky, 2025-06-25 The History of the Russian Revolution, Volume One is a detailed and compelling
account of the events leading up to and including the February Revolution of 1917 in Russia. Written
by Leon Trotsky, one of the key figures in the revolution itself, the work offers both a participant's
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insight and a historian's analytical perspective. Trotsky examines the political, social, and economic
forces that contributed to the downfall of the Tsarist regime, exploring the tensions within Russian
society and the growing discontent among workers, soldiers, and peasants. Through a combination
of narrative storytelling and theoretical analysis, Trotsky delves into themes of mass movements,
class struggle, and revolutionary leadership. His focus on the role of the proletariat, the crisis within
the ruling classes, and the dynamics of revolutionary momentum highlights the complexities of
historical change. The first volume particularly emphasizes the spontaneous nature of the February
Revolution and the inability of the old regime to respond effectively to mounting opposition. Since its
publication, The History of the Russian Revolution has been regarded as both a primary historical
document and a classic of Marxist literature. Trotsky's sharp political insights, combined with his
vivid descriptions of social unrest and political maneuvering, make the work an essential reference
for understanding the dynamics of revolutionary movements. The book continues to be studied for
its narrative power, its theoretical contributions, and its detailed portrayal of one of the most
significant upheavals in modern history.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Leon
Trotsky, 2007 This edition of Trotsky's masterpiece, with a new foreword by Ahmed Shawki, tells the
epic story of the remarkable events that transformed Russian - and world - history for ever.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 3 Leon
Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human
history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own
hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a
socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume covers the lead up to the October Revolution and the triumph of the Soviets.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol II Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. II: The Attempted
Counter-Revolution This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly
debated events in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the
revolution's profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this second volume Trotsky presents
some of the turning points of the path of revolution on the way to the October, such as the Kornilov's
insurrection and the activity of the counter-revolution. It is an exciting chronicle and at the same
time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi Classics also published part 1 and 3 of this
fundamental political and historical work. During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a
Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to
anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when
they came to power. You will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember
that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think
of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution to
Brest-Litovsk Leon Trotsky, 2018-10-14 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the



body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2022-05-24
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution (Russian)
Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 Third volume in Leon Trotsky's classic account of the social, economic,
and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central leaders. Trotsky
describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class, peasantry, and
oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and capitalists and bring
to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example for toilers the world
over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity and insight than in this
powerful account.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution, by Leon Trotsky
Lev Trotsky, 1965
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol-III Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution (Russian)
Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 First of three volumes of Leon Trotsky's classic account of the social,
economic, and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central leaders.
Trotsky describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class,
peasantry, and oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and
capitalists and bring to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example
for toilers the world over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity
and insight than in this powerful account.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution (Russian) Leon
Trotsky, 2015-06-01 Second of Leon Trotsky's three volume classic account of the social, economic,
and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central leaders. Trotsky
describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class, peasantry, and
oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and capitalists and bring
to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example for toilers the world
over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity and insight than in this
powerful account.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The Real Situation in Russia (Routledge Revivals)
Leon Trotsky, 2014-06-17 The Real Situation in Russia, first published in 1928, contains three of
Trotsky’s harshest rebuttals of Stalin’s takeover of the Russian Revolution following the death of
Lenin. The first part contains a defence of the ‘Opposition Platform’ against the Stalinist



denunciation; the second details Trotsky’s view of the precise nature of the Stalinist program, as
well as its disastrous consequences for Russia; and the third demonstrates the unashamed
falsification of the history by Stalin with regard to the beginning of the Revolution. Including a
sympathetic, but nonetheless astute, introduction to Trotsky’s argument by the translator, The Real
Situation in Russia will prove to be of value to all students of twentieth-century Marxism, and in
particular to those interested in the Russian Revolution – not only its origins and early development,
but also, perhaps, the reasons for its ultimate failure.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: Leon Trotsky Kunal Chattopadhyay, Paul Le Blanc,
2012-03-15 Leon Trotsky was a key political figure of the twentieth century – a leader of the Russian
revolution, founder of the Red army, author of books on literature, history, morality, and politics.
Leon Trotsky: Writings in Exile contains some of his most insightful and penetrating works. Exiled
and isolated by Stalin, Trotsky used the only weapon he had left – words. In these writings, he
defends the 1917 revolution, warns prophetically of fascism, and analyzes anti-colonial movements
in the global south. This collection gives a sense of the real Trotsky – passionate, humanist, Marxist.
It will introduce the writings of one of history's great revolutionaries to a new generation.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The History of The Russian Revolution Volume-I Leon
Trotsky, 2020-03-20 The History of the Russian Revolution by Leon Trotsky is a three-volume book
on the Russian Revolution of 1917. Trotsky finished writing it in Russian in 1930 and was then
translated into English.Regarded by many as among the most powerful works of history ever written,
this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events in world
history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the Russian Revolution's
profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The Russian Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, 2001 The
Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. Now, following the
collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it is possible to step back and see the
full picture. In this classic work, the author incorporates data from archives thatwere previously
inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on important recent
Russian publications such as the memoirs of one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav
Molotov. Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, the book tells a gripping story of a Marxist
revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous suffering on the Russian
people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by devouring its own children. In a
concludingsection that will be of great interest to scholars in the field as well as the general reader,
the author treats the Stalinist Great Purges as the last act of the drama of the Russian Revolution.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The Essential Trotsky (Routledge Revivals) Leon
Trotsky, 2015-07-01 When Lenin died and the Russian Revolution began to devour its leaders,
Trotsky survived longer than most as an exile in Mexico, until his assassination in 1940. The
Essential Trotsky, first published in 1963, demonstrates the significance of this innovative and
radical thinker's contribution to the Bolshevik success, the magnetism of his personality, and also a
certain tragic heroism discernible throughout his life. The History of the Russian Revolution to
Brest-Litovsk was written immediately after the events it describes, when Trotsky was attending the
negotiations that extracted Russia from the First World War; The Lessons of October, an answer to
his opponents in 1924, matches Lenin in power of analysis; and Stalin Falsifies History, written in
1927, presents the beginning of the distorting process by which Stalin secured his position, and
defeated a range of attitudes, many more benign than his own, towards the future of the Revolution.
This is a fascinating reissue that will be of value to students with an interest in early-twentieth
century Russia, the Russian Revolution and the writings of Trotsky more generally.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: The Revolution Betrayed Leon Trotsky, 2013-01-28 This
early work by Russian revolutionary Leon Trotsky is both expensive and hard to find in its first
edition. It contains his analysis of Socialism, the Soviet State and Economics of Russia during the
early twentieth century. This is a fascinating work and is thoroughly recommended for anyone with
an interest in Russian history and the politics of Trotsky. Many of the earliest books, particularly



those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce. We are republishing these
classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
  history of russian revolution trotsky: Leon Trotsky Hourly History, 2017-10-11 The man
that history came to know by the name of Trotsky has the well-established legacy of being one of the
most mysterious of all the cast and characters involved with the Russian Revolution. If the Russian
Revolution was a Shakespearean tragedy, Trotsky would undoubtedly be cast into the role of an
Othello or King Lear type figure who means well but seems to hamstring himself with his
never-ending ideological speculation and theorizing. Inside you will read about... A Prisoner of War
Putting a Stop to World War I The Execution of the Last Tsar Russia Under Siege Stalin Takes Over
Trotsky’s Exile Begins Trotsky’s Last Testament And much more! Explore the life of Leon Trotsky,
the revolutionary thinker and strategist who helped shape the Russian Revolution and Soviet state.
From Marxist theory to exile and assassination, his story is one of power, ideology, and conflict.
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