history of russian ballet

History of Russian Ballet: A Journey Through Elegance and Artistry

history of russian ballet is a fascinating tale that intertwines culture, artistry, and innovation. From
its origins in the imperial courts to becoming a globally revered art form, Russian ballet has carved
out a unique identity that continues to captivate audiences worldwide. This journey reflects not only
the evolution of dance but also the rich historical and social fabric of Russia itself.

The Origins of Russian Ballet

The story of Russian ballet begins in the early 18th century when ballet was introduced to Russia by
the French and Italian masters. It was during the reign of Peter the Great that ballet first made its way
into Russian aristocratic circles. Peter’s love for Western culture and modernization efforts led to the
importation of European artists, dancers, and choreographers to the Russian court.

Early Influences and the Imperial Court

Initially, ballet in Russia was a foreign art form performed exclusively for the nobility. The first Russian
ballet school was founded in 1738 by Empress Anna Ivanovna, marking a significant step towards
cultivating native talent. This institution would later evolve into the renowned Vaganova Academy of
Russian Ballet, which remains a cornerstone of ballet education today.

The imperial court was a hub where French and Italian ballet styles merged with Russian traditions.
Early Russian dancers were trained under European masters, and performances often celebrated
royal events and state ceremonies. This fusion laid the groundwork for a uniquely Russian approach
to ballet.

The Golden Age of Russian Ballet

The late 19th and early 20th centuries are often regarded as the golden age of Russian ballet, a
period when the art form reached unprecedented heights in creativity, technique, and international
acclaim.

Influential Choreographers and Composers

This era saw the rise of legendary figures such as Marius Petipa, who choreographed some of the
most enduring classical ballets, including *Swan Lake*, *The Sleeping Beauty*, and *The Nutcracker*.
His collaboration with Russian composers like Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky resulted in masterpieces that
combined sublime music with breathtaking choreography.



Petipa’s work was characterized by grand storytelling, intricate footwork, and an emphasis on both
technical precision and expressive artistry. His ballets are still performed worldwide, testifying to their
timeless appeal.

The Rise of the Ballet Companies

Alongside creative geniuses, institutions like the Imperial Ballet (later known as the Mariinsky Ballet)
in St. Petersburg and the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow became the epicenters of Russian ballet. These
companies nurtured world-class dancers and staged productions that attracted audiences from across
the globe.

The Mariinsky Ballet became synonymous with refinement and grace, while the Bolshoi Ballet was
known for its powerful, dramatic performances. Both companies contributed significantly to the
development and dissemination of Russian ballet’s unique style.

The Soviet Era: Innovation and Propaganda

Following the Russian Revolution of 1917, ballet in Russia underwent a transformation under the
Soviet regime. The art form was harnessed both as a means of cultural expression and political
propaganda.

State Support and Artistic Experimentation

The Soviet government recognized ballet’s power to promote national pride and socialist ideals. As a
result, ballet companies received substantial state funding, enabling them to thrive despite broader
economic challenges.

During this period, choreographers like Agrippina Vaganova developed new training methods that
emphasized athleticism and expressiveness, further refining the Russian ballet technique. The
Vaganova method became the standard for ballet education not only in Russia but globally.

Simultaneously, Soviet ballet embraced innovation. Choreographers such as Sergei Prokofiev and
Dmitri Shostakovich composed music for ballets that broke away from classical themes, exploring
contemporary stories and social issues. This fusion of traditional technique and avant-garde ideas
enriched the art form.

International Tours and Cultural Diplomacy

The Soviet Union also used ballet as a diplomatic tool, sending companies abroad to showcase Soviet
cultural achievements. Tours by the Bolshoi and Kirov (formerly Mariinsky) Ballets introduced Russian
ballet to new audiences and helped establish it as a symbol of national prestige.

These international tours were instrumental in spreading the Russian ballet legacy worldwide and



inspiring generations of dancers and choreographers far beyond Russia’s borders.

Post-Soviet Developments and Global Influence

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 brought both challenges and opportunities for Russian ballet.
While funding structures changed and some institutions faced financial difficulties, Russian ballet’s
global reputation remained strong.

Preserving Tradition While Embracing Modernity

Many Russian ballet companies and schools continued to uphold classical traditions, ensuring that the
core techniques and masterpieces remained central to their repertoire. At the same time,
contemporary choreographers began experimenting with modern dance forms and themes, blending
classical ballet with innovative concepts.

This balance between preservation and innovation has kept Russian ballet vibrant and relevant in the
21st century.

Russian Ballet Stars on the World Stage

In recent decades, Russian dancers such as Maya Plisetskaya, Rudolf Nureyev, and more recently,
Svetlana Zakharova and Denis Matvienko have achieved international fame. Their careers
demonstrate the exceptional technical skill, emotional depth, and artistic versatility that characterize
Russian ballet training.

Many Russian dancers have also joined prestigious ballet companies around the world, spreading
Russian techniques and styles globally. This cultural exchange has enriched the international ballet
community and kept the history of Russian ballet alive and evolving.

Understanding the Legacy of Russian Ballet

The history of Russian ballet is not just a chronicle of performances and famous names; it is a
testament to the power of art to reflect and shape society. Russian ballet’'s emphasis on storytelling,
technical mastery, and emotional expression has set a benchmark in the world of dance.

For those interested in exploring ballet—whether as a dancer, teacher, or enthusiast—studying
Russian ballet offers valuable insights into discipline, artistry, and cultural heritage. The rigorous
training methods, particularly the Vaganova technique, highlight how physical strength and flexibility
must be combined with musicality and dramatic interpretation.



Tips for Appreciating Russian Ballet

- When watching a Russian ballet performance, pay attention to the dancers' precision and fluidity.
Notice how every movement conveys emotion and narrative.

- Explore the original scores by Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, and other Russian composers, as the music is
integral to the ballet’s storytelling.

- If learning ballet, consider training in Russian methods or studying under teachers who have been
influenced by Russian pedagogy to develop a strong technical foundation.

- Attend performances by the Mariinsky or Bolshoi Ballet companies, either live or through digital
platforms, to experience authentic Russian ballet.

The history of Russian ballet offers a rich tapestry of cultural achievement, artistic innovation, and
enduring beauty that continues to inspire audiences and artists worldwide. Whether through the
timeless classics or contemporary reinterpretations, Russian ballet remains a shining jewel in the
world of performing arts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of Russian ballet?

Russian ballet originated in the early 18th century when ballet was introduced to Russia by French
and Italian dancers invited by Peter the Great. It developed further under the patronage of the
Russian Imperial Court.

Who was Marius Petipa and what was his contribution to
Russian ballet?

Marius Petipa was a French ballet master and choreographer who worked in Russia during the 19th
century. He is considered the father of Russian classical ballet, creating iconic works such as 'The
Sleeping Beauty,' 'Swan Lake' (in collaboration with Tchaikovsky), and 'The Nutcracker.'

How did the Russian Revolution impact the development of
Russian ballet?

The Russian Revolution of 1917 led to significant changes in Russian ballet. Many artists emigrated,
spreading Russian ballet techniques worldwide. Despite political upheaval, ballet continued to thrive
in the Soviet Union, with state support promoting ballet as an important cultural institution.

What role did the Ballets Russes play in popularizing Russian
ballet internationally?

The Ballets Russes, founded by Sergei Diaghilev in 1909, was a touring ballet company that brought
Russian ballet to Western Europe and beyond. It showcased innovative choreography, music, and
design, dramatically influencing the development of modern ballet globally.



Who are some of the most famous Russian ballet dancers in
history?

Famous Russian ballet dancers include Anna Pavlova, Vaslav Nijinsky, Rudolf Nureyev, Mikhail
Baryshnikov, and Galina Ulanova. These dancers are celebrated for their exceptional technique,
artistry, and contributions to ballet's global prestige.

How has Russian ballet influenced global ballet traditions?

Russian ballet has profoundly influenced global ballet through its rigorous training methods, dramatic
storytelling, and technical innovations. The Vaganova method, developed in Russia, remains a
foundational ballet training system worldwide, shaping dancers and companies internationally.

Additional Resources

History of Russian Ballet: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Evolution and Influence

history of russian ballet traces a rich and multifaceted journey that has profoundly shaped the
global landscape of classical dance. Emerging from European influences and evolving into a distinct
cultural phenomenon, Russian ballet is renowned for its technical precision, emotional depth, and
innovative choreography. This article delves into the origins, development, and enduring legacy of
Russian ballet, offering a comprehensive analysis of its historical context, key figures, and artistic
milestones.

Origins and Early Development of Russian Ballet

The history of Russian ballet begins in the early 18th century, during the reign of Peter the Great, who
sought to modernize Russia by adopting Western European cultural practices. Ballet was introduced
to Russia largely through French and Italian influences, with foreign dancers and choreographers
invited to the Russian court. The establishment of the Imperial Ballet School in St. Petersburg in 1738
marked a pivotal moment, institutionalizing ballet education and nurturing native talent.

This period saw the gradual fusion of Western techniques with emerging Russian artistic sensibilities.
Early Russian ballets often mirrored the elaborate court spectacles of Europe, but over time, they
began to incorporate themes and aesthetics reflective of Russian folklore and national identity. The
patronage of the Russian aristocracy, alongside the growing prestige of the Imperial Theatres,
facilitated the art form’s expansion beyond the court to a broader public audience.

The Role of Marius Petipa and the Golden Age

A defining chapter in the history of Russian ballet is the Golden Age, predominantly shaped by the
work of Marius Petipa, a French choreographer who became the Principal Ballet Master of the Imperial
Theatres in the late 19th century. Petipa’s choreography combined rigorous classical technique with
grand storytelling, elevating ballet to new artistic heights.



His collaborations with composers such as Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky produced some of the most iconic
ballets in history, including "Swan Lake," "The Sleeping Beauty," and "The Nutcracker." These works
showcased a harmonious blend of dramatic narrative, musical innovation, and choreographic
complexity, setting enduring standards for ballet productions worldwide.

Petipa’s influence extended beyond choreography; he established structural conventions for classical
ballet, emphasizing symmetry, formalized pas de deux, and the integration of mime and character
dance. This legacy cemented Russian ballet’s reputation as a bastion of technical excellence and
artistic grandeur.

Evolution Through the Soviet Era

The Russian Revolution of 1917 and the subsequent rise of the Soviet regime introduced significant
transformations in the ballet landscape. The history of Russian ballet during the Soviet period is
characterized by both ideological constraints and remarkable artistic innovation.

State Patronage and Socialist Realism

Under Soviet rule, ballet became a tool for propagating state ideology, with the government providing
substantial funding and institutional support. The doctrine of Socialist Realism demanded that ballets
reflect the values of the proletariat and promote socialist ideals. While this imposed certain thematic

restrictions, it also ensured the survival and proliferation of ballet as a mass cultural phenomenon.

New works were commissioned to celebrate revolutionary heroes and Soviet achievements, often
blending classical ballet vocabulary with more accessible, narrative-driven content. The Bolshoi
Theatre in Moscow and the Mariinsky Theatre in Leningrad (formerly St. Petersburg) emerged as
prominent centers for Soviet ballet, showcasing both classical revivals and contemporary creations.

Innovations and Global Recognition

Despite ideological oversight, Soviet choreographers and dancers pushed artistic boundaries. Figures
such as Agrippina Vaganova developed new pedagogical methods, refining ballet training with an
emphasis on expressive movement and technical precision. The Vaganova Method remains a
cornerstone of ballet education worldwide.

Moreover, dancers like Galina Ulanova, Rudolf Nureyev, and Mikhail Baryshnikov achieved
international acclaim, symbolizing the technical virtuosity and emotional intensity characteristic of

Russian ballet. Their defection in the mid-20th century also underscored the complex interplay
between art, politics, and personal freedom during the Cold War era.

Contemporary Russian Ballet and Its Global Impact

In the post-Soviet era, the history of Russian ballet continues to evolve amid changing political and



cultural landscapes. The transition to a market economy and increased global interconnectedness
have introduced new dynamics in funding, artistic collaboration, and audience engagement.

Preservation and Innovation

Russian ballet companies remain committed to preserving classical repertoire while embracing
contemporary choreography and experimental forms. The Mariinsky Ballet and the Bolshoi Ballet
actively tour internationally, reinforcing Russia’s position as a leader in the ballet world.

Choreographers such as Alexei Ratmansky blend classical techniques with modern sensibilities,
creating works that resonate with both traditionalists and new audiences. Additionally, Russian ballet
schools continue to produce technically skilled dancers who compete on the global stage, ensuring
the continuity of this storied tradition.

Challenges and Opportunities

Contemporary Russian ballet faces challenges including financial constraints, competition from
diverse art forms, and the need to appeal to younger generations. However, digital platforms and
international collaborations offer opportunities for broader dissemination and innovation.

Efforts to diversify repertoires and incorporate multicultural influences demonstrate Russian ballet’s

adaptability. Furthermore, initiatives to increase accessibility and audience engagement signal a
strategic approach to sustaining relevance in the 21st century.

Key Features and Characteristics of Russian Ballet

Understanding the history of Russian ballet also involves recognizing its distinctive features that
differentiate it from other ballet traditions:

Technical Precision: Russian ballet is noted for its rigorous training regimes and emphasis on
clean, controlled movements.

e Expressive Storytelling: Strong narrative elements and character development are central,
often conveyed through mime and dramatic choreography.

e Musical Collaboration: Close partnerships with renowned composers have resulted in iconic
scores integral to the ballets’ emotional impact.

* Pedagogical Methods: The Vaganova Method exemplifies a systematic approach to technique
and artistry, influencing ballet education globally.

Grand Theatricality: Lavish costumes, intricate sets, and large ensemble pieces contribute to
the spectacle and grandeur of performances.



These characteristics underpin Russian ballet’s enduring appeal and its influential role in shaping the
broader classical dance canon.

The history of Russian ballet encapsulates a complex interplay of cultural exchange, political shifts,
and artistic innovation. From its European roots through imperial patronage, Soviet state support, and
contemporary reinvention, Russian ballet remains a dynamic and vital force in the arts. Its legacy
continues to inspire dancers, choreographers, and audiences worldwide, reflecting a unique synthesis
of tradition and creativity.

History Of Russian Ballet

history of russian ballet: A History of Russian Ballet Serge Lifar, 1954

history of russian ballet: The great history of Russian ballet Evdokia Belova, E. Bocharnikova,
2021-06-30 Although the techniques of classical ballets were invented by French and Italian masters
two hundred years ago, the Russian Ballet refined these techniques, thus enhancing its already
superb performances. This book uncovers the Great History of Russian Ballet, its art and
choreography.

history of russian ballet: The Great History of Russian Ballet Evdokia Belova, Ella
Bocharnikova, 2020 Although the techniques of classical ballets were invented by French and Italian
masters two hundred years ago, the Russian Ballet refined these techniques, thus enhancing its
already superb performances. This book uncovers the Great History of Russian Ballet, its art and
choreography.

history of russian ballet: A History of Russian Ballet, From Its Origins to the Present Day
Serge 1905- Lifar, 2021-09-09 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in
the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely
copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

history of russian ballet: The Great History of Russian Ballet E. I[JA[] Surit[Js[], 1998 The
first distinctly Russian choreography was performed by Tsar Alexis Mikhailovich, and thus began the
Tsar's passion for ballet. In 1738, the first professional school of dance opened in St. Petersburg.
During the 18th century, the Russian Ballet became known for its tragic and comic ballets. The
Russian ballet reached its apogee during the 19th century with the arrival of new masters, such as
[Ivan] Valberg, [Charles] Didelot and [Adam] Glushkovsky, who choreographed works by Pushkin
and Jokovsky. The second half of the century was marked by the collaboration of [Marius] Petipa, the
French choreographer, with the Russian composer Tchaikovsky. In the early 20th century, Diaghilev
delighted audiences in the West by presenting the Ballet Russe with supremely talented
choreographers, dancers, conmposers and set designers.--Jacket.

history of russian ballet: History of Russian Ballet Serge Lifar, 1954

history of russian ballet: Historical Dictionary of Russian Music Daniel Jaffé, 2022-02-15
Russian music today has a firm hold around the world in the repertoire of opera houses, ballet
companies, and orchestras. The music of Pyotr Tchaikovsky, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, Sergey
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Rachmaninov, Sergey Prokofiev, and Dmitri Shostakovich is very much today’s lingua franca both in
the concert hall and on the soundtracks of international blockbusters from Hollywood. Meanwhile,
the innovations of Modest Musorgsky, Alexander Borodin, and Igor Stravinsky have played their
crucial role in the development of Western music, influencing the work of virtually every notable
composer of the past century. Historical Dictionary of Russian Music, Second Edition contains a
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than
600 cross-referenced entries for each of Russia’s major performing organizations and performance
venues, and on specific genres such as ballet, film music, symphony and church music. This book is
an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Russian
Music.

history of russian ballet: The Russian Ballet A. E. Johnson, 2021-11-05 A. E. Johnson's The
Russian Ballet intricately examines the evolution of ballet in Russia, encapsulating its rich history
intertwined with cultural and political influences. Through meticulous prose and vibrant imagery,
Johnson delves into the artistic innovations of iconic figures such as Marius Petipa and George
Balanchine while contextualizing their contributions against the backdrop of broader socio-political
movements. The narrative is enhanced by a lyrical style that captures the elegance and dynamism of
ballet, appealing to both scholars and casual readers alike interested in the intersection of art and
history. A. E. Johnson, a seasoned dance historian and critic, has dedicated much of their career to
exploring and documenting the various forms of dance across cultures. This profound
knowledge'Aifueled by years of research and personal engagement with the Russian ballet
scene'Alprovides Johnson with unique insight, allowing them to portray the ballet's cultural
significance authentically. Their extensive travels, engagement with industry legends, and passion
for performance arts have shaped the narrative found in this work. This compelling exploration of
The Russian Ballet is highly recommended for anyone fascinated by the performing arts, cultural
history, or the powerful storytelling that dance conveys. Johnson's scholarship will not only enlighten
readers about ballet's legacy but also inspire a deeper appreciation for the artistry that transcends
time and geography.

history of russian ballet: The Russian Ballet Ellen Terry, 2021-05-19 Ellen Terry's 'The
Russian Ballet' is a captivating exploration of the history and evolution of Russian ballet, showcasing
the impact of this iconic art form on the cultural landscape. Through detailed analysis and rich
descriptions, Terry delves into the intricate choreography, elaborate costumes, and enchanting
music that define Russian ballet. Her writing style is both informative and evocative, transporting
the reader to the grand theaters of St. Petersburg and Moscow. The book also delves into the key
figures that shaped Russian ballet, from Marius Petipa to Anna Pavlova, offering a comprehensive
look at the artists who brought this exquisite art to life. Ellen Terry, a renowned theater critic and
historian, brings a unique perspective to 'The Russian Ballet' due to her extensive background in the
performing arts. Her passion for dance and keen eye for detail are evident in every page, making
this book a must-read for anyone interested in the history of ballet and Russian culture. Whether you
are a seasoned ballet aficionado or a newcomer to the art form, Terry's book offers a fascinating
glimpse into the world of Russian ballet that will leave you inspired and enthralled.

history of russian ballet: The Master of the Russian Ballet (the Memoirs of Cav. Enrico
Cecchetti) Olga Racster, 1923

history of russian ballet: The Ballets Russes and Its World Lynn Garafola, Nancy Van Norman
Baer, Nancy Baer, 1999-01-01 The dance, art, music, and cultural worlds of the Ballets Russes--a
dance company which helped define the avant-garde in the early part of this century--are surveyed
in this book, which begins with Serge Diaghilev's influence. 200+ illustrations.

history of russian ballet: Russia and Eastern Europe, 1789-1985 Raymond Pearson, 1989

history of russian ballet: Ballet in Western Culture Carol Lee, 2002 A history of the
development of ballet from the origins of dance through the 20th century.

history of russian ballet: The Russian Ballet Aleksandr Demidov, Alexander Demidov, 1978

history of russian ballet: Basic Principles of Classical Ballet Agrippina Vaganova, 2012-04-18




Discusses all basic principles of ballet, grouping movement by fundamental types. Diagrams show
clearly the exact foot, leg, arm, and body positions for the proper execution of many steps and
movements. 118 illustrations.

history of russian ballet: The History of the Russian Church in Australia Michael A.
Protopopov, 2021-09-01 In the pages of this book the history of the Russian Orthodox Church in
Australia is diligently chronicled within the wider context of the place of ethnic Russians in a
dominantly anglophone society: that of what was at first a British colony and later became an
independent state. It begins with the first contact of Russian naval ships with the Australian
continent in the early nineteenth century and progresses through to the establishment of the first
parish of Orthodox believers in Melbourne in the 1890s, the establishment of further churches, and
ultimately the creation of a diocese. The catalyst for much of this was the arrival of thousands of
Russians fleeing their homeland via Siberia after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917. For these newly
dispossessed, Australia and New Zealand became havens of safety and the Russian Orthodox Church
an echo of the Motherland they had lost. They were later joined by successive waves of fellow
Russians after the end of World War II in 1945 and again after the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.
Together these refugees and their descendants created a unified organism that retained a sense of
shared heritage and purpose, and in turn provided a home to spiritual seekers who were not of their
ethnic lineage.In writing this work the author has drawn on extensive archival sources spread over
several continents together with his own life experience, having arrived as a small boy in Australia
over six decades ago. First published in 2006 this new edition includes an added chapter recounting
the ongoing story from the beginning of the twenty-first century through to the end of 2020,
covering the effects on the Church in Australia of major world events as diverse as the reunification
of the Russian Church Abroad with the Patriarchate of Moscow in 2007 and the global coronavirus
pandemic that arrived in Australia in 2020.

history of russian ballet: Marius Petipa Nadine Meisner, 2019 This cultural biography of the
nineteenth-century ballet master Marius Petipa -- creator of The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake --
tells the full story of his life and work in the remarkable context in which he lived.

history of russian ballet: From Petipa to Balanchine Tim Scholl, 2003-09-02 An engaging
and provocative re-evaluation of ballet's development from the 1880s to the middle of the twentieth
century.

history of russian ballet: Twentieth Century Russia Donald Treadgold, 2018-05-04 Donald
Treadgoldwas one of the most distinguished Russian historians of his generation. His Twentieth
Century Russia, a standard text in colleges and universities for several decades,has been regularly
revised and expanded to reflect new events and scholarship. The present revision, by Professor
Herbert Ellison, contains a major chapter on the Yeltsin era, and brings the Russian story to the final
year of the century.Twice in the twentieth century the collapse of the Russian state and empire has
been followed by an effort to build a democracy on the Western model. The first effort succumbed
within a few months to Lenin's communist revolution, whose ideas and institutions dominated the
history of Russia, and eventually much of the world, during the succeeding seventy-four years. In
August 1991, an attempt by Soviet leaders to suppress democratic and nationalist movements
unleashed by the Gorbachev reforms, and already victorious in Eastern Europe, precipitated instead
an anti-communist revolution under the leadership of Boris Yeltsin.The revolution, and the sweeping
transformation that followed, are treated in the new edition, which assesses the aims and scope of
the first decade of Russia's second revolution. The transformation included a new constitutional
structure, two fully democratic parliamentary elections and a presidential election (with another of
each soon to come), a vigorous revival of political parties and political debate, and major questions
about Russia's political future. Against the broad background of the Russian experience over a
turbulent century, it raises the major questions: What are the prospects for Russian democracy?
Why are the communists, following an anti-communist revolution, the most powerful parliamentary
party in Russia's new parliament, and what is their impact? Why has the conversion to a market
economy proved so difficult and painful, and what are its prospects? How has Russia related to the



new states that were once fellow republics of the USSR? Why has the foreign policy of the new
Russian democracy moved from a vision of partnership with the US to a reality of conflict and
confrontation?Twentieth Century Russia poses these questions, and many more, for the student and
the general reader alike, against the fascinating background of Russia's experience before, during
and since the era of communist rule, exploring the roots of current developments in the communist
and pre-communist past.

history of russian ballet: American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy Cadra Peterson McDaniel,
2014-11-18 American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet’s American Premiere is the first
full-length examination of a Soviet cultural diplomatic effort. Following the signing of an
American-Soviet cultural exchange agreement in the late 1950s, Soviet officials resolved to utilize
the Bolshoi Ballet’s planned 1959 American tour to awe audiences with Soviet choreographers’ great
accomplishments and Soviet performers’ superb abilities. Relying on extensive research, Cadra
Peterson McDaniel examines whether the objectives behind Soviet cultural exchange and the
specific aims of the Bolshoi Ballet’s 1959 American tour provided evidence of a thaw in
American-Soviet relations. Interwoven throughout this study is an examination of the Soviets’
competing efforts to create ballets encapsulating Communist ideas while simultaneously
reinterpreting pre-revolutionary ballets so that these works were ideologically acceptable. McDaniel
investigates the rationale behind the creation of the Bolshoi’s repertoire and the Soviet leadership’s
objectives and interpretation of the tour’s success as well as American response to the tour. The
repertoire included the four ballets, Romeo and Juliet, Swan Lake, Giselle, and The Stone Flower,
and two Highlights Programs, which included excerpts from various pre- and post-revolutionary
ballets, operas, and dance suites. How the Americans and the Soviets understood the Bolshoi’s
success provides insight into how each side conceptualized the role of the arts in society and in
political transformation. American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet’s American
Premiere demonstrates the ballet’s role in Soviet foreign policy, a shift to artful warfare, and thus
emphasizes the significance of studying cultural exchange as a key aspect of Soviet foreign policy
and analyzes the continued importance of the arts in twenty-first century Russian politics.
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