freddie mercury peter freestone

Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone: The Unseen Bond Behind a Legendary Icon

freddie mercury peter freestone is a phrase that carries a profound story of
friendship, loyalty, and the intimate moments behind one of rock music’s most
flamboyant and enigmatic figures. While Freddie Mercury’s legacy as Queen’s
charismatic frontman is widely celebrated, the role of Peter Freestone—his
personal assistant and close confidant—offers a unique perspective into the
private life of a man who captivated millions. This relationship not only
highlights the human side of Freddie Mercury but also reveals the dedication
and compassion of someone who stood steadfastly by his side during both
triumph and tribulation.

The Meeting of Two Worlds: How Freddie Mercury
and Peter Freestone Connected

Peter Freestone first met Freddie Mercury in the early 1980s, a time when
Queen was already a household name. At that point, Freddie was navigating the
pressures of fame, personal identity, and health concerns that were largely
kept away from the public eye. Peter, then a young man with a background in
stage management and a deep admiration for Queen’s music, was hired as
Freddie’'s personal assistant. This role quickly evolved beyond professional
duties into a friendship rooted in trust and understanding.

From Assistant to Confidant: The Evolving
Relationship

What set Peter Freestone apart was his unwavering discretion and genuine
care. Unlike many in the music industry who might have been dazzled or
intimidated by Freddie’s larger-than-life persona, Peter treated him with
warmth and normalcy. Their daily routine was a blend of managing schedules,
supporting Freddie’s creative impulses, and providing emotional support
during difficult times.

Peter himself has described how the job was both demanding and rewarding,
noting that it required patience and sensitivity. He was present during
pivotal moments, from recording sessions to intimate conversations about
Freddie’s health and fears. This closeness offered Peter a unique vantage
point to witness the man behind the myth.

Life Behind the Spotlight: Insights from Peter
Freestone

Through interviews and his own writings, Peter Freestone has shared many
anecdotes that shed light on Freddie Mercury’s personality beyond the stage.
These stories help fans and historians alike understand the complexities of a
man who was at once confident and vulnerable.



Freddie’ s Private World

Contrary to the public image of flamboyance and high energy, Freddie was
known to enjoy moments of quiet and solitude. Peter recalls how Freddie found
comfort in routine and simple pleasures, such as cooking or watching
television. These glimpses humanize a figure often seen only through the lens
of performance.

Moreover, Peter’s accounts reveal Freddie’s humor and kindness. Despite the
fame and the pressures, Freddie remained generous to those close to him.
Peter often emphasized the singer’s warmth, which was sometimes overshadowed
by his stage antics.

The Challenge of Illness and Support

One of the most poignant aspects of Peter Freestone’s narrative involves his
role during Freddie Mercury'’s battle with AIDS. At a time when the disease
was heavily stigmatized, Freddie chose to keep his diagnosis private. Peter
was among the few who knew the truth and provided support without Jjudgment.

Peter’s presence was instrumental in helping Freddie maintain dignity and
comfort as his health declined. This involved managing appointments, helping
with daily tasks, and simply being a steady companion. The loyalty Peter
showed during these years is often highlighted as a testament to their deep
bond.

Peter Freestone’s Contributions to Preserving
Freddie Mercury’'s Legacy

Beyond his role as a personal assistant, Peter Freestone has become an
important figure in preserving and promoting Freddie Mercury’s memory. His
firsthand experience and intimate knowledge have made him a valuable resource
for biographers, documentarians, and fans.

Author and Speaker

Peter penned the memoir *“Freddie Mercury: An Intimate Memoir by the Man Who
Knew Him Best,”* which offers an in-depth look at their years together. This
book provides a candid, heartfelt account that counters many myths and
rumors, presenting a balanced and affectionate portrayal.

He has also participated in numerous interviews and public talks, sharing

insights that help illuminate Freddie’s human side. Through these efforts,
Peter ensures that Freddie’s story is told with honesty and respect.

Consultant for Media and Exhibitions

Peter’s expertise has made him a sought-after consultant for projects related
to Queen and Freddie Mercury. Whether assisting with exhibitions,



documentaries, or tribute events, his involvement guarantees authenticity and
accuracy. His commitment reflects not just professionalism but a personal
dedication to preserving Freddie’s spirit.

Lessons from the Relationship Between Freddie
Mercury and Peter Freestone

The connection between Freddie Mercury and Peter Freestone offers valuable
lessons about friendship, trust, and the importance of support systems,
especially for public figures facing private struggles.

e The power of discretion: Peter’s ability to maintain confidentiality
allowed Freddie to live his life with a sense of control and privacy.

e The value of empathy: Genuine understanding and kindness can provide
strength during challenging times.

e Behind every icon is a circle of support: Fame often masks the human
vulnerabilities that friends and assistants help navigate.

For those aspiring to work closely with high-profile individuals, Peter
Freestone’s example underscores the importance of balancing professionalism
with compassion.

How Fans Can Appreciate This Dynamic

Understanding the role of people like Peter Freestone enriches the
appreciation of Freddie Mercury'’s legacy. It reminds fans that behind the
music and spectacle, there were real relationships that shaped the person
they admired. Engaging with memoirs, interviews, and documentaries that
include these perspectives offers a fuller, more nuanced view of Freddie’s
life.

A Lasting Tribute to Friendship and Loyalty

While Freddie Mercury’s voice and stage presence will forever echo through
the annals of rock history, Peter Freestone’s quiet dedication preserves the
essence of the man behind the legend. Their story is not just about music or
fame, but about the profound impact of trust and friendship. In celebrating
Freddie Mercury, it’s fitting to also honor Peter Freestone—the guardian of
memories, the keeper of secrets, and the enduring friend who walked alongside
one of music’s greatest icons until the very end.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Peter Freestone in relation to Freddie
Mercury?

Peter Freestone was Freddie Mercury's personal assistant and close friend,
supporting him during his career and final years.

How did Peter Freestone meet Freddie Mercury?

Peter Freestone met Freddie Mercury in the late 1970s when he started working
as his personal assistant.

What role did Peter Freestone play in Freddie
Mercury's life?

Peter Freestone managed Freddie Mercury's daily schedule, assisted with his
public appearances, and provided emotional support.

Did Peter Freestone write any books about Freddie
Mercury?

Yes, Peter Freestone authored a memoir titled 'Freddie Mercury: An Intimate
Memoir by the Man Who Knew Him Best,' sharing personal stories and insights.

How did Peter Freestone help Freddie Mercury during
his illness?

Peter Freestone provided dedicated care and companionship to Freddie Mercury
as he battled AIDS, helping maintain his comfort and privacy.

Are there any documentaries featuring Peter Freestone
talking about Freddie Mercury?

Yes, Peter Freestone has appeared in several documentaries and interviews
discussing his experiences with Freddie Mercury.

What unique insights did Peter Freestone offer about
Freddie Mercury's personality?

Peter Freestone revealed Freddie Mercury's wit, kindness, and complexity
behind his charismatic stage persona.

Did Peter Freestone continue working with Queen after
Freddie Mercury's death?

Peter Freestone did not continue working with Queen after Freddie Mercury's
death, choosing to focus on preserving Freddie's legacy.

Has Peter Freestone participated in any events
commemorating Freddie Mercury?

Yes, Peter Freestone has taken part in tribute events and celebrations



honoring Freddie Mercury's life and music.

What is the significance of Peter Freestone's
relationship with Freddie Mercury?

Peter Freestone's close relationship provided an intimate perspective on
Freddie Mercury's life, offering fans and historians wvaluable understanding
of the icon beyond his public image.

Additional Resources

Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone: A Unique Bond Behind the Legend

freddie mercury peter freestone represents more than just the names of a
legendary rock icon and his personal assistant; it symbolizes a profound and
intricate relationship that unveiled the human side of one of music’s most
enigmatic figures. Peter Freestone, who served as Freddie Mercury'’s personal
assistant during the last years of the Queen frontman’s life, offers
invaluable insights into Mercury’s personality, lifestyle, and the challenges
he faced. Their association remains a compelling narrative for fans,
historians, and music enthusiasts aiming to understand the man behind the
flamboyant stage persona.

The Role of Peter Freestone in Freddie
Mercury'’s Life

Peter Freestone’s involvement with Freddie Mercury began in 1982, a time when
Queen was at the height of its global fame. As Mercury'’s personal assistant,
Freestone’s responsibilities extended far beyond scheduling and logistics; he
became a confidant and caretaker, especially as Mercury grappled with his
health in private. The nature of their relationship was unique in the rock
world, highlighting an intimate and professional dynamic that balanced
support with discretion.

Freestone’s role was pivotal during Mercury’s battle with AIDS, a fact that
was kept secret from the public for many years. The assistant’s close
proximity allowed him to witness Mercury’s vulnerability and resilience
firsthand. His accounts have contributed significantly to the understanding
of Mercury’s final years, providing a perspective that contrasts with the
larger-than-life image the singer projected on stage.

Insights from Peter Freestone’s Memoirs and
Interviews

Peter Freestone’s memoir, “Freddie Mercury: An Intimate Memoir by the Man Who
Knew Him Best,” published in 2016, serves as a cornerstone for those
researching the personal side of Freddie Mercury. The book offers detailed
anecdotes that reveal Mercury’s daily routines, quirks, and the complexities
of managing his public and private life.

Freestone describes Mercury as a consummate professional who maintained a



rigorous work ethic despite his illness. He also highlights Mercury’s
generosity, humor, and the occasional bouts of insecurity, painting a multi-
dimensional portrait. These insights are crucial for scholars and fans who
seek to move beyond the myth and appreciate the human elements that shaped
Mercury’s artistry.

The Impact of Their Relationship on Freddie
Mercury’s Legacy

The relationship between Freddie Mercury and Peter Freestone has influenced
how the world perceives the Queen frontman today. Freestone’s firsthand
accounts have been instrumental in documentaries, biographies, and films
about Mercury, including the critically acclaimed “Bohemian Rhapsody” (2018).
By providing authentic details about Mercury’s personality and struggles,
Freestone helped humanize a figure often seen only through the lens of
stardom.

Moreover, Freestone’s stewardship of Mercury’s legacy extends to preserving
memorabilia and supporting charities related to AIDS awareness. His
dedication ensures that Mercury’s contributions to music and his personal
story remain accessible and inspiring to future generations.

Challenges Faced by Peter Freestone as a Personal
Assistant

Being Freddie Mercury’s personal assistant was not without its challenges.
The demanding nature of Mercury'’s career, combined with the secrecy
surrounding his health, required Freestone to navigate sensitive situations
tactfully. The assistant had to manage public appearances, media inquiries,
and Mercury’s fluctuating health with discretion.

Freestone also contended with the emotional toll of witnessing Mercury’s
decline. Balancing professional duties with personal care demanded resilience
and empathy. This dynamic underscores the often-overlooked complexities
behind the scenes of celebrity life.

Understanding the Broader Context: Freddie
Mercury, Peter Freestone, and the Music
Industry

Their partnership can also be viewed within the broader context of the music
industry during the 1980s, a period marked by intense public scrutiny and the
burgeoning AIDS crisis. Freddie Mercury’s decision to keep his illness
private reflected the stigma prevalent at the time, while Peter Freestone’s
role became critical in maintaining this confidentiality.

The assistant’s experience sheds light on the mechanisms artists and their

teams employed to protect personal privacy in an era before the internet and
social media amplified every detail. This historical perspective 1is wvaluable
for understanding how celebrity culture and health disclosures have evolved.



Comparative Analysis: Freddie Mercury and Other
Iconic Musicians’ Personal Assistants

When compared to personal assistants of other iconic musicians, Peter
Freestone’s relationship with Freddie Mercury stands out for its depth and
longevity. Unlike many assistants whose roles are confined to logistical
support, Freestone’s involvement was deeply personal, encompassing caregiving
and emotional support.

This comparison highlights varying models of artist-assistant relationships,
influenced by personality, health, and career demands. Freestone’s example
underscores the potential for assistants to become integral parts of an
artist’s personal narrative, especially in times of crisis.

The Enduring Influence of Freddie Mercury Peter
Freestone on Popular Culture

The narrative of Freddie Mercury and Peter Freestone continues to captivate

popular culture, inspiring books, documentaries, and exhibitions worldwide.

Their story humanizes the rock legend, offering a nuanced understanding that
balances Mercury’s theatricality with his humanity.

Freestone’s contributions have also helped shape contemporary discussions
about HIV/AIDS, privacy, and the pressures faced by public figures. By
sharing his experiences, he has contributed to a more compassionate and
informed dialogue that transcends music fandom.

In exploring the connection between Freddie Mercury and Peter Freestone, one
gains a richer appreciation of not only the man behind the microphone but
also the vital support system that sustained him during his final years. This
relationship exemplifies the intersection of artistry, personal struggle, and
unwavering loyalty, elements that continue to resonate within the legacy of
Queen and rock history at large.

Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone, David Evans, 2010
freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury: An Intimate Memoir by the Man who
Knew Him Best Peter Freestone, 2010-01-07 An intimate memoir of the flamboyant Queen singer by
the man who knew him best. Peter Freestone was Freddie Mercury’s Personal Assistant for the last

12 years of his life. He lived with Mercury in London, Munich and New York, and he was with him
when he died. In this book, the most intimate account of Mercury’s life ever written, he reveals the
truth behind the scandalous rumours, the outrageous lifestyle and Mercury’s relationships with men,
women and the other members of Queen. From the famous names - including Elton John, Kenny
Everett, Elizabeth Taylor and Rod Stewart - to the shadowy army of lovers, fixers and hangers-on,
Peter Freestone saw them all play their part in the tragi-comedy that was Freddie Mercury’s life.
Freestone lived with Mercury in Europe and America for over a decade. From the East 50s
apartment in New York to Kensington Lodge, the house in London where Mercury died - not to
mention innumerable international hotel rooms and apartments in between - Freestone was always


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/freddie-mercury-peter-freestone.pdf

on hand to serve and protect the man he had first met in the Biba department store in the early
1970s. Then Queen was a largely unknown band. Soon it would be the most glitzy of glam rock
bands. Freestone saw the fame arrive and with it the generosity, the excess, and the celebrity
friends who came and went. “I was chief cook and bottle washer, waiter, butler, valet, secretary,
amanuensis, cleaner, baby-sitter... and agony aunt,” he writes. “I shopped for him both at
supermarkets and art markets, I travelled the world with him, I was with him at the highs and came
through the lows with him. I saw the creative juices flow and I also saw the frustration when life
wasn’t going well. I acted as his bodyguard when needed and in the end, of course, I was one of his
nurses.” Freestone’s bet-selling account of a talented and extravagant star’s life and death is
compelling, entertaining and ultimately, very touching. Illustrated with many photos from personal
and Freestone’s own archives. Press Reviews“An entertaining and thought provoking read” - PRS
for Music Sales “This collection of Freddie’s own words is the closest thing there is to an
autobiography of a man with no regrets. The foreword is written by his mother” - reFRESH
magazine, Leading Gay mag in the UK

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone, David Evans, 2015 The
final part of the Story of Freddie Mercury, one of rock 'n' roll's most unforgettable and most talented
creative forces. Peter Freestone and David Evans tie up many loose ends and recall Freddie's last
days in 1991 and recount details of the events which followed Queen's lead singer's death involving
the people and places Freddie loved and favoured.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone, David Evans, 2010

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury in New York Don't Stop Us Now! Thor
Arnold, 2020-11-16 The years 1980 until 1993, a time we call the New York days, are the final
unknown piece of the jigsaw puzzle that was Freddie Mercury's life. (Rock superstar and always
dynamic front man of Queen). In fact, the movie Bohemian Rhapsody basically skipped over this
important time of his life, moving from 1980 to 1984 in maybe fifteen to twenty seconds. My close
friends Lee Nolan, Joe Scardilli, and John Murphy were eager to meet Freddie when he returned in
1981 after I had first met him in 1980. Freddie and his twenty-four-hour attendant and loyal friend,
Peter Freestone, liked our group and wanted very much to be a part of it. At that time, many of New
York City's residents and day-trippers from Long Island and New Jersey knew Queen's music but
could not identify the band members. Freddie felt free and absolutely cherished this newly found
and so-unavailable-in-Europe nonrecognition. He had recently grown a mustache, cut his hair short,
wore jeans and tee shirts, and blended in perfectly with the gay culture in New York-we mostly all
looked alike! Freddie loved being just one of the boys. Unfortunately, John and Joe have passed on.
Lee and I, however, continued the relationship beyond 1986 when we were invited several times to
Freddie's beloved Garden Lodge in the heart of London. Lee was the constant photographer and has
preserved a great many of these photos, which have never been seen prior to our book. One of the
last things that Freddie repeated to Lee on our last visit, June 1991, was to make these photos work
for you, darling! You will see wonderful photos of Freddie, off the stage and participating in the real
world. You will see fun and excitement in his face at every turn of the page. Enjoy! Thor Arnold and
Lee Nolan

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury: A Kind of Magic Mark Blake,
2016-09-12 Freddie Mercury was rock’s most dazzling showman, a legendary entertainer who in
1991, at the age of just forty-five, became the first major music star to die of AIDS. Mercury’s
soaring four-octave voice was a defining element in Queen’s unique sound, crucial to the success of
the band’s fifteen studio albums, from Queen (1973) to Made in Heaven (1995). He was also a
supremely talented songwriter and musician who wrote many of the band’s greatest hits, including
‘Killer Queen’, “‘We Are the Champions’ and their biggest triumph, the epic anthem ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody’. As a solo artist he released two acclaimed albums: Mr. Bad Guy in 1985 and the operatic
'‘Barcelona' with Spanish soprano Montserrat Caballé in 1988. Mercury’s extraordinary charisma
was perhaps best seen in his imperious live performances, in which he’d hold vast stadium crowds to
rapturous attention. His outrageous theatrics, physicality and over-the-top costumes led one




commentator to describe him as ‘a performer out to tease, shock, and ultimately charm his audience
with various extravagant versions of himself’. He pushed the limits of camp in everything he did. His
extreme behaviour, in a society in which being gay was only starting to be accepted, just added to
Freddie Mercury’s allure. With expert understanding, Mark Blake traces Mercury’s life from his
childhood in Zanzibar and India to his untimely death, and charts his astonishing achievements
including in Queen’s world-conquering performance at Live Aid in 1985. In the year that marks what
would have been his seventieth birthday, Freddie Mercury: A Life celebrates a remarkable life, lived
to the fullest. Featuring revealing interviews with fellow musicians, producers and collaborators,
and a detailed discography and timeline, this is a memorable tribute to a unique recording artist and
an irreplaceable performer who rocked the world.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury Peter Freestone, 1999

freddie mercury peter freestone: Mercury Lesley-Ann Jones, 2012-07-03 This rock biography
is a revealing, intimate look at the man who would be Queen. The lead vocalist for the iconic rock
band Queen, Freddie Mercury's unmatched skills as a songwriter and his flamboyant showmanship
made him a superstar and Queen a household name. But despite his worldwide fame, few people
ever really glimpsed the man behind the glittering facade. Now, more than twenty years after his
death, those closest to Mercury are finally opening up about this pivotal figure in rock 'n roll. Based
on more than a hundred interviews with key figures in his life, the author, a rock journalist offers the
definitive account of one man's legendary life in the spotlight and behind the scenes. She gained
unprecedented access to Mercury's tribe, and she details Queen's slow but steady rise to fame and
Mercury's descent into dangerous, pleasure-seeking excesses. This was, after all, a man who once
declared, Darling, I'm doing everything with everyone. In her journey to understand Mercury, she
traveled to London, Zanzibar, and India, talking with everyone from Mercury's closest friends to the
sound engineer at Band Aid (who was responsible for making Queen even louder than the other
bands) to second cousins halfway around the world. In the process, an intimate and complicated
portrait emerges. It offers an unvarnished look at the extreme highs and lows of life in the fast lane.
At the heart of this story is a man and the music he loved.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Somebody to Love [Reissue] Matt Richards, Mark
Langthorne, 2024-06-18 An intimate look at the life of Freddie Mercury, the iconic singer of Queen,
featuring interviews with close friends and rare photographs revealing facts about his personal life,
search for love, and his tragic battle with HIV/AIDS. With four new chapters, Somebody to Love pays
tribute to an extraordinary life. Freddie Mercury’s untimely death at the age of 45 in 1991 revealed
his hidden battle with AIDS, shocking the world and shedding light on the devastating impact of the
disease. In Somebody to Love, authors Matt Richards and Mark Langthorne interweave Mercury’s
pursuit for musical greatness with Queen, his personal struggles and quest for love, and the origins
and aftermath of the AIDS epidemic that swept the globe in the 1980s. Four new chapters in this
revised and updated edition bring fresh insights into the legacy of Freddie Mercury, the future of
Queen, and the lasting impression he continues to make on fans around the world.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Somebody to Love Matt Richards, Mark Langthorne,
2016-11-22 Including interviews from Freddie Mercury's closest friends in the last years of his life,
along with personal photographs, Somebody to Love is an authoritative biography of the great man.
Woven throughout Freddie's life is the shocking story of how the HIV virus came to hold the world in
its grip, was cruelly labelled 'The Gay Plague' and the unwitting few who indirectly infected
thousands of men, women and children--Freddie Mercury himself being one of the most famous.--

freddie mercury peter freestone: The Dead Straight Guide to Queen Phil Chapman,
2017-10-01 Few bands embodied the pure excess of the Seventies like Queen. Theatrical, brilliant,
even mercurial - there has never been another band like them, or a frontman like Freddie Mercury.
Their performance at the 1985 Live Aid Concert is the stuff of legend and "We Will Rock You' and
‘We Are the Champions' have become anthems at sporting events around the world. With one of the
most iconic videos ever, ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ achieved even greater recognition through inclusion
in the movie Wayne's World. Their 1981 Greatest Hits album has sold more than 25 million copies to



date. Queen were one of the biggest Eighties stadium rock bands of the Eighties but the death of
frontman, songwriter and producer Mercury at the start of the Nineties brought the band to a
premature halt. This book tells the full story of the band and its members from pre-Queen to post
Freddie.

freddie mercury peter freestone: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music Colin Larkin,
2011-05-27 This text presents a comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on popular music,
from the early 20th century to the present day.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Bohemian Rhapsody Lesley-Ann Jones, 2011-10-13 'Exactly
the sort of tribute Mercury himself would have wanted' SPECTATOR 'No one has captured better
than Lesley-Ann Jones the magical, enchanting dualism of Freddie Mercury' THE TIMES '"Truly
definitive, truly Freddie, an energetic, entertaining and essential account' SIR TIM RICE 'This book
grabs you with its opening, then builds. Insight and anecdote in perfect harmony' SIMON
NAPIER-BELL 'At last a massive tribute to a massive talent' STEVE HARLEY, COCKNEY REBEL This
is the definitive biography of Freddie Mercury. Written by an award-winning rock journalist,
Lesley-Ann Jones toured widely with Queen forming lasting friendships with the band. Now, having
secured access to the remaining band members and those who were closest to Freddie, from
childhood to death, Lesley-Ann has written the most in depth account of one of music's best loved
and most complex figures. Meticulously researched, sympathetic, unsensational, the book will focus
on the period in the 1980s when Queen began to fragment, before their Live Aid performance put
them back in the frame. In her journey to understand the man behind the legend, Lesley-Ann Jones
has travelled from London to Zanzibar to India. Packed with exclusive interviews and told with the
invaluable perspective that the twenty years since Mercury's death presents, Freddie Mercury is the
most up to date portrait of a legendary man.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Global Glam and Popular Music Ian Chapman, Henry
Johnson, 2016-02-12 This book is the first to explore style and spectacle in glam popular music
performance from the 1970s to the present day, and from an international perspective. Focus is
given to a number of representative artists, bands, and movements, as well as national, regional, and
cultural contexts from around the globe. Approaching glam music performance and style broadly,
and using the glam/glitter rock genre of the early 1970s as a foundation for case studies and
comparisons, the volume engages with subjects that help in defining the glam phenomenon in its
many manifestations and contexts. Glam rock, in its original, term-defining inception, had its birth in
the UK in 1970/71, and featured at its forefront acts such as David Bowie, T. Rex, Slade, and Roxy
Music. Termed glitter rock in the US, stateside artists included Alice Cooper, Suzi Quatro, The New
York Dolls, and Kiss. In a global context, glam is represented in many other cultures, where the
influences of early glam rock can be seen clearly. In this book, glam exists at the intersections of
glam rock and other styles (e.g., punk, metal, disco, goth). Its performers are characterized by their
flamboyant and theatrical appearance (clothes, costumes, makeup, hairstyles), they often challenge
gender stereotypes and sexuality (androgyny), and they create spectacle in popular music
performance, fandom, and fashion. The essays in this collection comprise theoretically-informed
contributions that address the diversity of the world’s popular music via artists, bands, and
movements, with special attention given to the ways glam has been influential not only as a music
genre, but also in fashion, design, and other visual culture.

freddie mercury peter freestone: The Artistry and Legacy of Queen Tony Rigg, Ewa
Mazierska, 2024-12-12 Over a career spanning six decades, Queen have become one of the most
successful music artists in the history of the recorded music industry. Their consumption on digital
platforms towers above other classic bands and artists of their generation and even many
contemporary artists, attesting to the substantial and transgenerational appeal of Queen. This
collection offers insights into the Queen phenomenon through considering their artistry, influences,
sound, singing style, use of instruments and technology, composition, live performance, as well as
their impact on other music makers, and fandom. Bringing together academics from a range of
disciplines in music studies, including musicology, composition, performance, as well as specialists



in film and media studies, sociology, queer studies, and business studies, the book examines the
many dimensions of Queen and lessons we can learn from them to inform future practice in popular
music.

freddie mercury peter freestone: The Queen Chronology (2nd Edition) Patrick Lemieux, Adam
Unger, 2018-04-11 REVISED & EXPANDED 2ND EDITION The Queen Chronology is a
comprehensive account of the studio and live recording and release history of Freddie Mercury,
Brian May, John Deacon and Roger Taylor, who joined forces in 1971 as the classic line-up of the
rock band Queen. Years of extensive research have gone into the creation of the Chronology, which
covers the very beginnings of band members' careers, their earliest songwriting efforts and
recording sessions, through the recording and releasing of Queen's 15 original studio albums with
their classic line-up, to the present-day solo careers of Brian May and Roger Taylor. All of this
information is presented date by date in chronological order, with detailed descriptions of each song
version, including those both released and known to be unreleased. Every Queen and solo album,
single, non-album track, edit, remix and extended version is examined, as are known demos or
outtakes, pre-Queen recordings and guest appearances.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury. Una biografia intima Peter Freestone,
David Evans, 2009-04-02T00:00:00+02:00 Questa ¢ la storia di chi voleva vivere per sempre.
Freddie Mercury scintillava per l'innato carisma, e non e stato dimenticato: oltre cento statue in
tutto il mondo documentano la sua gloria. Ma questo libro racconta 1'uomo, prima che l'artista, e lo
fa con la voce intima di chi ha vissuto al suo fianco, giorno doppo giorno, per oltre dodici anni. Peter
Freestone si e preso cura di Freddie ricoprendo i ruoli piu disparati: per lui ha cucinato e ha lavato
piatti, & stato maggiordomo, cameriere, valletto, segretario, amanuense, uomo delle pulizie,
consulente. E baby-sitter. Lo ha visto all'opera quando la sua capacita creativa era straripante ed &
stato testimone delle sue frustrazioni davanti alle avversita della vita. Gli ha fatto anche da guardia
del corpo e alla fine, ovviamente, da infermiere.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Freddie Mercury Alfonso Casas, 2020-05-05 The music of
Queen and powerhouse lead singer Freddie Mercury are best experienced with the volume turned
all the way up. Alfonso Casas’s Freddie Mercury delivers a sonorous homage to the formidable
singer and the turning points that produced a game-changing body of music that continues to inspire
fans around the globe. First published in Spain and now available worldwide, this luminous work
covers Freddie's three “births”: his birth as Farrokh Bulsara in Tanzania; his adoption of the last
name of Mercury and the launch of Queen with Brian May and Roger Taylor; and the emergence of
the lasting legend after Freddie’s death at the age of forty-five. Casas's evocative illustrations
highlight the key moments in the singer’s transformation from child prodigy to superstar, bringing
to life the bold innovator who broke free of his conventional upbringing. Chronicling events from
Freddie’s marriage to Mary Austin and early fame in London’s 1970s glam scene, to the making of
multiple megahits (including the six-minute chart-topper “Bohemian Rhapsody”), to his final years in
a lasting relationship with Jim Hutton, Freddie Mercury is an exhilarating, poignant portrait of a
creative genius who lived life to the hilt.

freddie mercury peter freestone: Queen: Complete Works (revised and updated) Georg
Purvis, 2018-10-30 Clashing together outrageous musical influences, and extravagant visual
imagery, Queen's place in history as the greatest glam band of them all is rock solid. Their fan base
continues to grow, over 25 years on from the death of Freddie Mercury, Queen's flamboyant,
unforgettable front man. Georg Purvis's meticulous, session-by-session, song-by-song,
album-by-album, tour-by-tour record of the band's progress is the complete reference source that
Queen fans have been waiting for. If you love the Champions of Rock, it's all here: The Band -
detailed insights into Freddie Mercury, Brian May, Roger Taylor and John Deacon including bands
the members formed outside of Queen and solo endeavours The Albums - detailed production history
and analysis of every album, including solo releases The Sessions - In depth coverage from the early
days via A Night at The Opera all the way to Made in Heaven The Songs - hundreds of individual
entries on all the famous recordings, as well as obscure, unreleased rarities The Tours - set-lists and




histories of every Queen and Queen-related live show including Queen + Adam Lambert The Videos -
a complete guide to Queen's groundbreaking video work The Movies - Flash Gordon, Highlander and
2018's Bohemian Rhapsody biopic Plus - the reunion shows with Paul Rodgers, Adam Lambert, the
radio sessions, the costumes, the parties and much, much more...

freddie mercury peter freestone: Rock Music Icons Robert McParland, 2022-08-12 The
music, performances, and cultural impact of some of the most enduring figures in popular music are
explored in Rock Music Icons: Musical and Cultural Impacts. This collection investigates
authenticity, identity, and the power of the voices and images of widely circulated and shared artists
that have become the soundtrack of our lives.
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