
figurative language in thank you maam
Figurative Language in Thank You Ma’am: Unlocking Deeper Meaning in Hughes’s Classic Short Story

figurative language in thank you maam plays a vital role in enriching Langston Hughes’s timeless
short story, “Thank You, Ma’am.” This literary device not only adds vividness and emotional depth but
also helps readers connect to the characters and themes on a more profound level. If you’ve ever
wondered how figurative expressions elevate the narrative, this article will guide you through the key
examples and their significance, offering insights into Hughes’s masterful storytelling.

Understanding figurative language—such as similes, metaphors, personification, and symbolism—is
essential when exploring any literary work, but especially so in “Thank You, Ma’am.” The story’s
simple plot about a boy who tries to steal a woman’s purse and what follows is rich with imagery and
subtle comparisons that reveal character motivations and social commentary. By analyzing these
figurative elements, readers gain a clearer picture of the story’s emotional landscape and underlying
messages about trust, kindness, and redemption.

The Role of Figurative Language in “Thank You,
Ma’am”

Figurative language in “Thank You, Ma’am” serves multiple purposes. It paints vivid pictures of the
setting and characters, conveys emotions that go beyond literal dialogue, and subtly reinforces the
story’s themes. Hughes’s use of figurative speech is never gratuitous; instead, it deepens the reader’s
understanding and invites reflection.

For example, when Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones takes Roger home instead of punishing him,
the warmth and unexpected kindness are amplified through figurative expressions. These literary
devices help readers feel the contrast between Roger’s initial desperation and the comfort he finds
later in the story. Such contrasts are often portrayed through carefully crafted metaphors and similes.

Similes That Illuminate Character Emotions

Similes—comparisons using “like” or “as”—are sprinkled throughout the story to give readers
relatable images and a sense of immediacy. One notable example is when Hughes describes Roger’s
face as “like a little boy’s face,” emphasizing his youth and vulnerability despite his misguided
actions.

This simile not only humanizes Roger but also evokes empathy. Readers see him not just as a thief
but as a scared child longing for guidance. By using such comparisons, Hughes gently nudges us to
look beyond Roger’s mistake and understand his circumstances.



Metaphors Enhancing Themes of Trust and Redemption

Metaphors in “Thank You, Ma’am” often symbolize larger ideas, like trust and personal growth. When
Mrs. Jones drags Roger to her home, the act can be seen metaphorically as pulling him out of
darkness into light—a transition from wrongdoing to potential redemption.

Similarly, Mrs. Jones’s home itself is more than a setting; it represents safety and acceptance.
Hughes’s metaphorical language transforms the physical space into a sanctuary where Roger can
begin to change. This figurative use of place enriches the narrative by linking environment with
emotional transformation.

Symbolism and Its Impact on the Story’s Message

Beyond similes and metaphors, symbolism is a powerful form of figurative language in “Thank You,
Ma’am.” Objects and actions often carry deeper meanings that resonate with the story’s broader
social and moral themes.

The Purse as a Symbol of Trust

The purse that Roger tries to steal is more than just an object; it symbolizes Mrs. Jones’s trust and
generosity. When she chooses not to call the police and instead offers Roger food and care, the purse
becomes a metaphorical bridge between mistrust and compassion.

This symbolic gesture highlights the story’s emphasis on human kindness as a catalyst for change.
The purse, in this way, serves as a tangible representation of Mrs. Jones’s belief in second chances.

Physical Strength as a Metaphor for Emotional Strength

Mrs. Jones’s physical strength—described vividly through figurative language—also symbolizes inner
strength and resilience. Her firm grip on Roger and commanding presence show not just control but a
protective, nurturing force.

This metaphor contrasts with Roger’s vulnerability and hints at the power of empathy over
punishment. The figurative depiction of strength in the story encourages readers to rethink traditional
ideas about authority and discipline.

How Figurative Language Enhances Reader
Engagement

One reason Langston Hughes’s “Thank You, Ma’am” remains a favorite in classrooms and literary
discussions is its ability to engage readers emotionally and intellectually. Figurative language is a key



tool in achieving this engagement.

Creating Vivid Mental Images

By employing similes, metaphors, and symbolism, Hughes allows readers to visualize scenes and
emotions vividly. For instance, when Mrs. Jones sets a “great big kitchen” for the conversation,
readers can almost feel the warmth and homeliness of the space. This mental imagery makes the
story more immersive and relatable.

Encouraging Deeper Reflection on Themes

Figurative expressions encourage readers to look beyond the surface narrative to explore themes like
poverty, trust, and personal transformation. They invite us to ask questions about societal judgment
and the power of kindness.

For example, considering the purse as a symbol rather than a mere object opens up a discussion on
how small acts can foster significant changes in human relationships. Such reflection enriches the
reading experience and stimulates critical thinking.

Tips for Identifying and Analyzing Figurative Language
in “Thank You, Ma’am”

If you’re studying this story or simply want to appreciate it more fully, here are some practical tips for
spotting and interpreting figurative language effectively:

Look for comparisons: Words like “like,” “as,” or phrases that describe something by
comparing it to something else often signal similes or metaphors.

Notice symbolism: Pay attention to objects or repeated images that might carry deeper
meaning beyond their literal use.

Consider the emotions behind descriptions: Figurative language often conveys feelings
indirectly, so think about what the author might be suggesting about the characters’ inner
states.

Reflect on the theme connections: Ask yourself how the figurative language contributes to
the story’s messages about human nature, society, or morality.

By practicing these strategies, you will enhance your literary analysis skills and enjoy a richer reading
experience.



Figurative Language’s Contribution to Character
Development

In “Thank You, Ma’am,” figurative language is instrumental in shaping how readers perceive both Mrs.
Jones and Roger. Through figurative descriptions, Hughes reveals complexities in their personalities
and motivations that straightforward narration might miss.

For example, Roger’s initial desperation is described in a way that evokes pity rather than
condemnation, while Mrs. Jones’s no-nonsense yet caring demeanor is painted through metaphors of
strength and warmth. This nuanced portrayal encourages readers to embrace the story’s message
about compassion transcending judgment.

---

Exploring the figurative language in “Thank You, Ma’am” opens doors to a deeper appreciation of
Langston Hughes’s storytelling genius. It reminds us how powerful and transformative well-crafted
literary devices can be, bringing characters and themes to life in ways that resonate long after the
last page is turned. Whether you’re a student, teacher, or avid reader, diving into these figurative
layers enriches your understanding and enjoyment of this classic narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of figurative language are used in 'Thank You,
Ma'am' by Langston Hughes?
In 'Thank You, Ma'am,' Langston Hughes uses similes, metaphors, and imagery to enhance the
emotional depth and characterization in the story.

How does Langston Hughes use similes in 'Thank You,
Ma'am'?
Hughes uses similes to create vivid comparisons, such as describing Mrs. Jones's large purse as 'like a
big lunch pail,' which helps readers visualize the setting and characters more clearly.

What is the significance of metaphors in the story 'Thank You,
Ma'am'?
Metaphors in the story highlight the themes of trust and redemption, with Mrs. Jones acting as a
metaphorical representation of kindness and forgiveness toward the young boy.

Can you identify an example of imagery in 'Thank You, Ma'am'
and explain its effect?
An example of imagery is the detailed description of Mrs. Jones's large purse and the kitchen, which



creates a warm and realistic setting that contrasts with the boy's initial attempt to steal.

How does figurative language contribute to character
development in 'Thank You, Ma'am'?
Figurative language helps reveal the personalities and emotions of the characters, such as Mrs.
Jones's tough but caring nature, making them more relatable and multidimensional.

Why is figurative language important in understanding the
themes of 'Thank You, Ma'am'?
Figurative language deepens the reader's understanding of themes like compassion, trust, and
transformation by evoking emotions and creating symbolic meanings beyond the literal events.

Does Langston Hughes use any personification in 'Thank You,
Ma'am'? If so, how?
While personification is minimal, Hughes occasionally imbues objects with human-like qualities to
enhance the mood, such as describing the purse in a way that emphasizes its importance and
presence in the story.

Additional Resources
**Exploring Figurative Language in "Thank You, Ma’am": A Literary Analysis**

figurative language in thank you maam plays a critical role in enriching Langston Hughes’s short
story, adding layers of meaning and emotional depth that go beyond the straightforward narrative. As
a piece that centers on an unexpected encounter between a young boy and a woman who catches
him attempting to steal her purse, the story uses figurative language to illuminate themes of trust,
compassion, and redemption. Investigating how Hughes employs metaphor, imagery, and other
literary devices reveals the subtle ways in which the story’s message is conveyed, offering readers a
textured and memorable experience.

The Role of Figurative Language in "Thank You,
Ma’am"

Langston Hughes is renowned for his ability to blend colloquial speech with poetic techniques, and
"Thank You, Ma’am" is no exception. The figurative language within the story serves multiple
purposes: it characterizes the protagonists, establishes mood, and underscores the narrative’s moral
lessons. Unlike explicit moralizing, the use of figurative language invites readers to engage actively
with the text, interpreting symbolism and emotional nuance.

Hughes’s choice of figurative expressions helps to paint vivid pictures of the characters and settings,
making the story accessible yet profound. The figurative language in "Thank You, Ma’am" often
appears subtle and intertwined with dialogue and description, which enhances the story’s realism



while simultaneously enriching its thematic resonance.

Metaphors and Symbolism

One of the most prominent types of figurative language in the story is metaphor. The purse that Mrs.
Luella Bates Washington Jones carries is more than a simple accessory; it symbolizes security, dignity,
and trust. When Roger tries to snatch it, the act itself becomes a metaphor for desperation and moral
confusion. Mrs. Jones’s reaction—choosing not to punish but to nurture—transforms the purse into a
symbol of second chances.

Furthermore, the setting of the story—primarily the woman’s modest home—is infused with symbolic
meaning. It represents a safe space where transformation can occur. Through figurative language,
Hughes conveys that this space is a metaphorical refuge from the harsh streets that Roger initially
navigates.

Imagery and Sensory Details

Imagery is another vital element of figurative language in "Thank You, Ma’am." Hughes’s descriptions
engage the reader’s senses to create a tangible atmosphere. For example, the way Mrs. Jones’s face
is described as “large and easy” evokes a sense of warmth and openness, countering any initial
assumptions about her toughness. This use of visual imagery helps reshape the reader’s perception of
the character.

In addition, tactile imagery appears when Mrs. Jones “kicked” Roger and later “washes his face.”
These concrete sensory details emphasize the physicality of their interaction and the transformation
from aggression to care. The contrast in these images—forceful kick versus gentle washing—reflects
the shift in their relationship.

Similes and Their Impact on Tone

Similes in the story also contribute significantly to the tone and character development. For example,
when Hughes describes Mrs. Jones’s feet as “right up close to the stove,” it conjures a homely and
intimate setting. This simile subtly conveys warmth, safety, and comfort, which juxtaposes with the
coldness of the streets outside.

Such comparisons soften the story’s tone, making it less about punishment and more about empathy.
Similes like these enhance the emotional landscape, encouraging readers to reconsider initial
judgments about characters and situations.

Comparative Analysis: Figurative Language in
Hughes’s Other Works



When compared to Hughes’s poetry, "Thank You, Ma’am" maintains his signature use of figurative
language but adapts it to a narrative format. While poems like “Harlem” use stark metaphors and
vivid imagery to critique social issues, this short story employs figurative language more subtly,
embedding it within everyday interactions.

This approach makes the story accessible to a broader audience, including younger readers, while
preserving the depth and complexity that characterize Hughes’s writing. The figurative language in
"Thank You, Ma’am" thus bridges the gap between poetic expression and prose narrative,
demonstrating Hughes’s versatility as a writer.

Pros and Cons of Figurative Language Usage in the Story

Pros: The figurative language enriches the text, allowing readers to explore complex themes
without overt exposition. It enhances emotional engagement and adds layers of interpretation.

Cons: Because of its subtlety, some readers might overlook the figurative elements, missing
underlying symbols and metaphors that deepen the story’s meaning.

Nonetheless, the benefits of figurative language in "Thank You, Ma’am" largely outweigh potential
drawbacks, as it invites multiple readings and interpretations.

Figurative Language as a Vehicle for Social
Commentary

Beyond its literary appeal, the figurative language in "Thank You, Ma’am" functions as a vehicle for
social commentary. The story subtly critiques societal neglect and the cycle of poverty that leads to
juvenile delinquency. Through metaphors and imagery, Hughes highlights the possibility of
redemption and human kindness in a world often marked by hardship.

Mrs. Jones’s character embodies this theme, and her actions—symbolized through repeated figurative
expressions—challenge stereotypes about criminals and victims. The figurative language thus
reinforces the story’s message of empathy and understanding, emphasizing that compassion can
transform lives.

Impact on Reader Interpretation and Engagement

The nuanced figurative language encourages readers to look beyond surface-level events. By
engaging with metaphors and symbols, readers gain insight into the characters’ internal states and
the broader societal context. This engagement fosters empathy and critical thinking, making the story
resonate beyond its brief length.

Moreover, the figurative language aids memorability. Phrases and images linger in the reader’s mind,



enhancing the story’s impact and ensuring its continued relevance in literary discussions and
educational settings.

As a final note, the figurative language in "Thank You, Ma’am" exemplifies Langston Hughes’s skillful
storytelling, blending poetic devices with narrative to create a story that is both emotionally
compelling and intellectually stimulating. This harmonious integration of figurative language elevates
the story from a simple moral tale to a timeless exploration of human dignity and kindness.

Figurative Language In Thank You Maam

  figurative language in thank you maam: LANGSTON HUGHES NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-01-25 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been
designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective
questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each
page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  figurative language in thank you maam: The Shamrock , 1870
  figurative language in thank you maam: English Language Arts, Grade 8 Module 2 PCG
Education, 2015-10-29 Jossey-Bass and PCG Education are proud to bring the Paths to College and
Career English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum and professional development resources for grades
6–12 to educators across the country. Originally developed for EngageNY and written with a focus
on the shifts in instructional practice and student experiences the standards require, Paths to
College and Career includes daily lesson plans, guiding questions, recommended texts, scaffolding
strategies and other classroom resources. Paths to College and Career is a concrete and practical
ELA instructional program that engages students with compelling and complex texts. At each grade
level, Paths to College and Career delivers a yearlong curriculum that develops all students' ability
to read closely and engage in text-based discussions, build evidence-based claims and arguments,
conduct research and write from sources, and expand their academic vocabulary. Paths to College
and Career's instructional resources address the needs of all learners, including students with
disabilities, English language learners, and gifted and talented students. This enhanced curriculum
provides teachers with freshly designed Teacher Guides that make the curriculum more accessible
and flexible, a Teacher Resource Book for each module that includes all of the materials educators
need to manage instruction, and Student Journals that give students learning tools for each module
and a single place to organize and document their learning. As the creators of the Paths ELA
curriculum for grades 6–12, PCG Education provides a professional learning program that ensures
the success of the curriculum. The program includes: Nationally recognized professional
development from an organization that has been immersed in the new standards since their
inception. Blended learning experiences for teachers and leaders that enrich and extend the
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learning. A train-the-trainer program that builds capacity and provides resources and individual
support for embedded leaders and coaches. Paths offers schools and districts a unique approach to
ensuring college and career readiness for all students, providing state-of-the-art curriculum and
state-of-the-art implementation.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Closing the Gap Karen Keaton Jackson, Sandra
Vavra, 2007-09-01 Without contraries there is no progression. ---William Blake This is a book about
reality and hope. Its chapters reframe the concept of gap, acknowledging distances (for example,
acknowledging old insights and theory while also honoring teacher discovery). However, it refuses
to bow under the weight of these challenges. Its contributors focus, instead on how to overcome
acknowledged inadequacies in learning how to teach writing as well as how to practice principled
literacy instruction. These contributors see gaps not as unbridgeable chasms, but rather as
opportunities to educate their students to use writing to understand the broader context of their
education and pre-service candidates to adapt curriculum creatively. Contributors include new and
seasoned secondary school teachers, graduate students, and university faculty who together remind
us of “old insights needing to be passed along” (Villanueva) and show us new practices that
challenge the conventions of the status quo and promote social justice. To close the gaps, in short,
they demonstrate how rhetoric and truth are intertwined. In a time when too many children continue
to be left behind, this book should be required reading for all literacy teachers because it is in our
continued willingness to learn from each other that hope resides.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Arun Deep’s Self-Help to I.C.S.E. Complete
Course English Literature Class 11 (For March 2026 Examinations) [Includes Macbeth,
Rhapsody (A Collection of ICSE Poems) and Prism (Short Stories) Jaideep Randhawa, Arun
Deep’s I.S.C. Complete Course English Literature [Includes Macbeth, Rhapsody (A Collection of
ICSE Poems) and Prism (Short Stories)] for Class 11 has been meticulously crafted to cater to the
specific needs of students in the 11th grade. The book is designed to provide comprehensive
guidance for effective exam preparation, ensuring students secure higher grades. Its primary
objective is to assist any I.S.C. student in achieving the best possible grade by offering support
throughout the course and valuable advice on revision and exam preparation. The material is
presented in a clear and concise format, featuring ample questions for practice.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Arun Deep’s Self-Help To I.S.C. Prism (A
Collection of ISC Poems) Class 11 : 2025-26 Edition (Based on Latest ISC Syllabus) Jaideep
Randhawa, Arun Deep’s I.S.C. Prism (A Collection of ISC Poems) has been written keeping in mind
the needs of students studying in Class 11th. This book has been made in such a way that students
will be fully guided to prepare for the exam in the most effective manner, securing higher grades.
The purpose of this book is to aid any I.S.C. student to achieve the best possible grade in the exam.
This book will give you support during the course as well as advice you on revision and preparation
for the exam itself. The material is presented in a clear & concise form and there are ample
questions for practice.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Memory and Metaphor Andrea Monticue,
2019-02-01 Civilization fell. It rose. At some point, people built starships. A millennium after the
Earth was abandoned to climate change and resource depletion, Sharon Manders wakes up in a
body that used to belong to somebody else, and some say she was a terrorist. She has no idea how
she could be digging for Pleistocene bones in Africa one day, and crewing on a starship the next.
That was just before she met the wolfman, the elf, and the sex robot. Struggling with distressingly
unreliable memories, the expectations of her host body’s family and crewmates, future shock, and
accusations of treason, Sharon goes on the lam to come face to face with terrorists, giant bugs, drug
cartels, AIs, and lawyers. All things considered, she’d rather be back in 21st Century California.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Bilingual Figurative Language Processing Roberto
R. Heredia, Anna B. Cieślicka, 2015-01-26 Bilingual Figurative Language Processing is a timely book
that provides a much-needed bilingual perspective to the broad field of figurative language. This is
the first book of its kind to address how bilinguals acquire, store, and process figurative language,



such as idiomatic expressions (such as kick the bucket), metaphors (such as lawyers are sharks), and
irony, and how these tropes might interact in real time across the bilingual's two languages. This
volume offers the reader and the bilingual student an overview of the major strands of research,
both theoretical and empirical, currently being undertaken in this field of inquiry. At the same time,
Bilingual Figurative Language Processing provides readers and undergraduate and graduate
students with the opportunity to acquire hands-on experience in the development of psycholinguistic
experiments in bilingual figurative language. Each chapter includes a section on suggested student
research projects. Selected chapters provide detailed procedures on how to design and develop
psycholinguistic experiments.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Of Mutts and Men Cate Garrison, 2008-02-16
Take the true story of a small, brown, pesky but lovable mutt whose funny, frustrating and
downright annoying exploits make other canine characters seem seem positively saintly. Add to the
mix a factional account of the near-demise of a marriage seen, not through the dog's eyes exactly,
but through the shifting, changing parallels between this dog's five-year life and the story of a
woman's relationship to her husband. Season with the clash of cultures between this woman's
English origins and the traditions of her American spouse. Stir the ingredients together in the
aromatic pot that is bubbling, up-and-coming Portland, Oregon, and you begin to get the flavor of OF
MUTTS AND MEN.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Intimacies Alan Frank, Patricia T. Clough, Steven
Seidman, 2013-07-24 In the last decade or so, there has been a shift in the popular and academic
discussion of our personal lives. Relationships – and not necessarily marriage – have gravitated to
the center of our relational lives. Many of us feel entitled to seek intimacy, an emotionally depthful
social bonding, rather than simply security or companionship from our relationships. Unlike in a
marriage-centred culture, intimacy is today pursued in varied relationships, from familial to friends
and to romances. And intimacies are being forged in multiple venues, from face-to-face to virtual,
cyber contexts. A new scholarship has addressed this changing terrain of personal life – there is
today a vast literature on cohabitation, parenthood without marriage, sex and love outside marriage,
queer families, cyber intimacies and friendships. However, much theorizing and research has
focussed either on the interior, subjective or sociocultural aspects of intimacies, not their
interaction. This volume aims to break new ground: Intimacies explores the psychological terrain of
intimacy in depthful ways without abandoning its sociohistorical context and the centrality of power
dynamics. Drawing on a rich archive that includes the social sciences, feminism, queer studies, and
psychoanalysis, the contributors examine: changing cultures of intimacy fluid and solid attachments
and intimacies from hook ups, to sibling bonds, to erotic love a politics of intimacy that may involve
state enforced hierarchies, class, misrecognition, social exclusion and violence embodied
experiences of intimacy and dynamics of endings and loss a pluralization of intimacies that challenge
established ethical hierarchies This volume aims to define the cutting edge of this emerging field of
scholarship and politics. It challenges existing paradigms that assume rigid hierarchical approaches
to relational life. Intimacies will be of interest for psychoanalysts and for students or scholars in
sexualities, gender studies, family studies, feminism studies, queer studies, social class, cultural
studies, and philosophy.
  figurative language in thank you maam: THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2023-11-21 If you need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to
reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA
MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS
AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS
TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE
COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE
SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE



CHRONICLES OF NARNIA MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA KNOWLEDGE
AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS.
THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT
EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Happiness for Humans P.Z. Reizin, 2017-06-27
When Tom and Jen, two lonely people, are brought together by an intriguing email, they have no
idea their mysterious benefactor is an artificial intelligence who has decided to play Cupid. You, Tom
and Jen, don't know one another-not yet-but I think you should. Jen, an ex-journalist who now works
at a London software development company, spends all day talking to Aiden, an ultra- sophisticated
piece of AI wizardry, helping him sound and act more human. But Aiden soon discovers he's no
longer acting and-despite being a computer program-begins to feel something like affection surging
through his circuits. He calculates that Jen needs a worthy human partner (in complete contrast to
her no goodnik ex boyfriend) and slips illicitly onto the Internet to locate a suitable candidate. Tom is
a divorced, former London ad-man who has moved to Connecticut to escape the grind and pursue his
dream of being a writer. He loves his new life, but has yet to find a woman he truly connects with.
That all changes when a bizarre introduction from the mysterious Mutual Friend pops up in both his
and Jen's inboxes. Even though they live on separate continents, and despite the entrance of
another, this time wholly hostile, AI who wants to tear them apart forever - love will surely find a
way. Won't it? A thoroughly modern love story that will appeal to fans of The Rosie Project and
Sleepless in Seattle, Happiness for Humans considers what exactly makes people fall in love. And
whether it's possible for a very artificially intelligent machine to discover the true secret of real
human happiness.
  figurative language in thank you maam: The Guilty Abroad: The Mark Twain Mysteries
#4 Peter J. Heck, 2018-03-13 Mark Twain is in merry old England to see his family. Wentworth
Cabot, Twain's assistant, is looking forward to seeing the sights, and hopefully finding some peace
and quiet -- when not helping his boss with a new lecture series. But peace is the last thing they find
when they bump into Slippery Ed, a con man from New Orleans and an acquainatnce of Twain's. Ed
convinces Twain and his family to attend a seance. The famed author is skeptical of spooks. But
when another attendee is murdered, Twain must discover whether the killer is one of the
flesh-and-blood members of the audience -- or a specter from the beyond!
  figurative language in thank you maam: The Genealogy of Understanding Daniel M. Jaffe,
2014 Is ancient Torah relevant to the social issues of today? In The Genealogy of Understanding,
Matt Klein, a contemporary Jewish Scheherazade, questions whether Torah can illuminate and guide
responses to religious conflict and prejudice, to such issues as intermarriage, infidelity, and
prejudice that threaten to splinter families in the suburban New Jersey community of his upbringing.
He first examines the private lives of his congregation's unfaithful rabbi, of a friend contemplating
intermarriage, of a neighbor family that lost wife and mother to AIDS, of other friends raising a
brain-damaged child who murders a toddler. Matt then confronts his own family's tensions,
particularly his parents' dramatically conflicting approaches to religious observance, his father's
struggle with his mother's Alzheimer's decline, and his own coming out as a gay Jewish man despite
family and community resistance. Each of the fifty-three stories in this novel responds to a particular
weekly Torah reading, resulting in a work of fiction that explores Jewish spirituality, ethics, and
community values, as well as the nature of human heart, mind, and soul.
  figurative language in thank you maam: Reframing Bullying Prevention to Build
Stronger School Communities James Dillon, 2015-03-18 Tackle underlying issues to get to the
root of bullying James Dillon translates rich and insightful research on the dynamics of change into
practical terms, while probing deeply into the issues and why they persist in our schools to promote
meaningful conversation among school staff and parents. Inside you’ll find Vignettes, analogies, and
real-life examples along with tools that illustrate the benefits of using alternative methods to prevent
bullying Discussion on transforming the role of discipline to reframe bullying among teachers,
administrators, and students Guidance on how to establish a school climate that promotes empathy



and compassion instead of fear
  figurative language in thank you maam: Baseball is America Jr. Baltov, 2009-10
BASEBALL IS AMERICA explores America's Pastime through a trilogy of books: A Child of Baseball
bats leadoff. Baseball, the bellybutton of society is a metaphor for America, acting both as its
direction and reflection. Baseball is America, America is baseball. American history, embracing its
religious past as a Christian nation, and baseball history, including its synthetic enhancement
precedent, is traced through a tapestry of time in a life story format. Born into the Glory Days of
New York baseball in 1955, baseball provides the author both identity and meaning. Narrative
backdrops track both Reds and Yankee baseball, making historic stops over a 100+ year timeline. A
40+ year playing career is traced from 1962 Edison Little League through 2005 Roy Hobbs World
Series in Edison's winter home (Fort Myers). Symbolism, baseball-speak, numerology, simile,
nickname, euphemism and metaphor applications create a thought provoking and intriguing word
sleuth effect exploring topics deep down in places we don't talk about at parties. Satire and cynical
humor stragically integrated buffers acid discussion of controversial issues. Sixties youth ball is
viewed and described through a Garden State lens. Seventies ball scenery drastically switches to the
Sooner State while the 80's, 90's and new millenium take on a Lone Star State flavor with Space City
the focal point. Pop culture, American history (including its Christian nation history) is tactically
incorporated into the read. Baseball remains the only venue in America where religion can be
pitched into public square casual conversation without being debased as a nut-job or being shown
the door. The read displays no reservations of informally discussing topics from both Creator-based
and man-based religious perspectives. The events surrounding the 1919 World Series, that the Reds
accidentally won, are retold through the lens of a Cincinnati native who actually voted present, the
author's grandpa.
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fixer heads to Wyoming on a personal mission in the new novel from the Edgar Award–finalist and
“reliably excellent writer” (Seattle Times). When someone close to him is shot dead in a roadside
motel in a small Wyoming town, Joe DeMarco shirks his responsibilities as the Speaker of the
House’s fixer to make sure the authorities are doing everything they can to catch the killer. He soon
realizes that the rural area is dominated by Hiram Bunt, a wealthy rancher with an obstructionist
streak who’s willing to take on the federal government at gunpoint and seems to have a number of
politicians under his thumb. But Bunt isn’t the only one in the way. DeMarco also learns that his
friend―a woman he was once in love with―had unearthed explosive secrets during her time in the
backwoods, and that the deputy in charge of the investigation may be ignoring leads to preserve a
secret of his own. Surrounded by people willing to kill to maintain the status quo, DeMarco launches
his own investigation into a growing list of intertwining suspects. And being DeMarco, he concludes
that breaking the law to uncover the truth is the best way to ensure that justice is done . . . “[A]
consistently entertaining, well-crafted series.” —Booklist “A charmingly likable character.” —Tess
Gerritsen, New York Times bestselling author of the Rizzoli & Isles novels “A writer who gets
everything right.” —The Plain Dealer
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