
examples of mcdonaldization in society
Examples of McDonaldization in Society: How Fast Food Principles Shape Our World

Examples of mcdonaldization in society are everywhere once you start looking. This
concept, first introduced by sociologist George Ritzer, describes the process by which the
principles driving fast-food chains, especially McDonald's, increasingly influence various
sectors of society and culture. McDonaldization focuses on efficiency, calculability,
predictability, and control, often through technology, and it has profound effects on how
we live, work, and interact. From education to healthcare and even entertainment, the
fast-food formula has spread far beyond the golden arches. Let’s explore some compelling
examples of McDonaldization in society and unpack what this means for our daily lives.

The Educational System: Standardization and
Efficiency

One of the clearest examples of McDonaldization in society is found in education. Schools
and universities increasingly emphasize standardized testing, streamlined curricula, and
measurable outcomes. Just as McDonald’s strives for consistency in its Big Macs,
educational institutions aim to produce predictable results—often measured through test
scores and graduation rates.

Standardized Testing and Predictability

Standardized tests are designed to create a uniform measure of student achievement,
making it easier to compare performance across schools and districts. This reflects the
McDonaldization principle of predictability. However, this approach can reduce education
to a numbers game, where teachers teach to the test rather than fostering creativity or
critical thinking.

Online Learning and Efficiency

With the rise of online courses and massive open online courses (MOOCs), education has
also embraced technology to enhance efficiency. These platforms allow students to learn
at their own pace, with pre-set modules and automated grading systems. While this
increases accessibility, it sometimes sacrifices the personalized interaction that traditional
classrooms offer.

Healthcare: Streamlining Patient Care

Healthcare systems around the world demonstrate examples of McDonaldization in society



through efforts to make patient care more efficient and standardized. Hospitals and clinics
increasingly rely on protocols, checklists, and electronic health records to ensure that care
is consistent and streamlined.

Protocols and Predictability in Treatment

Much like the routine assembly line in a fast-food restaurant, medical professionals follow
established protocols to diagnose and treat patients. This reduces variability and can
improve safety, but it may also limit individualized care and the doctor-patient
relationship.

Telemedicine and Technological Control

The rise of telemedicine exemplifies control and efficiency through technology. Patients
can now consult doctors remotely, reducing wait times and streamlining the consultation
process. While convenient, this digital approach can sometimes feel impersonal and may
not fully capture the nuances of a physical examination.

Retail and Consumer Culture: The Fast-Food
Model Everywhere

Retail stores and shopping experiences have adopted McDonaldization principles to
enhance consumer convenience and maximize profits. From big-box stores to online
shopping giants, efficiency, calculability, and predictability are at the core of how we buy
goods today.

Big-Box Stores and Predictable Shopping Experiences

Stores like Walmart or Target offer a consistent layout, product selection, and pricing
strategy across locations. Consumers know what to expect, which speeds up decision-
making and encourages repeat visits—just like walking into any McDonald’s around the
world and finding the same menu.

E-Commerce and Automation

Online retailers use algorithms and automation to streamline the shopping experience.
Features like one-click purchasing, automated recommendations, and fast shipping
emphasize efficiency and control. The calculability of sales numbers and customer data
also allows companies to optimize their operations continuously.



Entertainment and Media: Formulaic Content
Production

In the realm of entertainment, McDonaldization manifests through the production of
formulaic movies, TV shows, and music designed to appeal to broad audiences. This
approach mirrors the quick service and standardized products of fast food.

Blockbuster Films and Predictable Plots

Hollywood often relies on sequels, remakes, and genre formulas to ensure predictable box
office success. This calculability of revenue drives studios to prioritize familiar storylines
over originality, much like a fast-food chain sticking to its best-selling items.

Streaming Services and Algorithmic Control

Streaming platforms use data analytics to recommend content tailored to individual
preferences, increasing viewer engagement. This technological control helps maintain
customer loyalty but can also lead to echo chambers and homogenized entertainment
choices.

Workplaces and Labor: Efficiency over
Individuality

Many workplaces today reflect McDonaldization through highly structured routines and
the use of technology to monitor and control employee productivity. The focus is often on
maximizing efficiency and output rather than fostering creativity.

Assembly Line and Call Center Models

Manufacturing plants and call centers are classic examples where tasks are broken down
into repetitive, standardized steps. Employees perform specialized roles with little
variation, similar to how fast-food workers have specific duties like assembling burgers or
taking orders.

Use of Monitoring Technology

Employers increasingly use software to track employee performance, attendance, and
productivity. While these tools can improve efficiency, they may also contribute to stress
and reduce worker autonomy, echoing the control seen in fast-food kitchens.



Urban Planning and Public Services: Streamlined
Living

Even urban development and public services show signs of McDonaldization. Cities
implement standardized designs and systems to manage large populations efficiently.

Suburban Sprawl and Predictability

The rise of suburban neighborhoods with uniform housing designs, shopping centers, and
road layouts reflects a predictable, efficient approach to urban planning. While
convenient, these areas often lack the uniqueness and community feel of older, organically
developed neighborhoods.

Public Transportation and Scheduling

Public transit systems focus on strict schedules and routinized services to optimize
efficiency. While this predictability benefits commuters, it may limit flexibility for those
with irregular schedules or special needs.

The Double-Edged Sword of McDonaldization

While the spread of McDonaldization principles brings undeniable benefits like
convenience, cost-effectiveness, and accessibility, it also raises important questions about
what is lost in the process. The emphasis on efficiency and predictability can diminish
individuality, reduce quality, and foster a culture of uniformity. Recognizing these
examples in society helps us critically assess how we engage with institutions and
consumer culture, encouraging a balance between the advantages of streamlined systems
and the richness of human diversity.

In essence, McDonaldization has transformed many aspects of modern life, from how we
learn and receive medical care to how we shop, work, and entertain ourselves. By
understanding these patterns, we can better navigate a world increasingly shaped by fast-
food logic, making more informed choices that preserve creativity, quality, and personal
connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is McDonaldization in society?
McDonaldization is a concept developed by sociologist George Ritzer that describes the
process by which the principles of the fast-food restaurant are coming to dominate more



sectors of society, emphasizing efficiency, calculability, predictability, and control.

Can you give an example of McDonaldization in
education?
An example of McDonaldization in education is the use of standardized testing and
standardized curricula, which prioritize efficiency and predictability in measuring student
performance rather than individualized learning experiences.

How does the retail industry exhibit McDonaldization?
Retail chains like Walmart or Amazon demonstrate McDonaldization by streamlining
operations to maximize efficiency, offering predictable shopping experiences, and using
data analytics to control inventory and customer interactions.

Is healthcare affected by McDonaldization? How?
Yes, healthcare shows McDonaldization through the use of standardized procedures,
appointment scheduling systems designed for efficiency, and cost-effective treatment
protocols aimed at controlling resources and ensuring predictable outcomes.

What role does technology play in McDonaldization of
society?
Technology facilitates McDonaldization by automating processes, enabling data-driven
decision-making, and increasing control over production and service delivery, which
enhances efficiency and predictability across various industries.

How does McDonaldization impact the customer
experience in the service industry?
In the service industry, McDonaldization leads to a uniform and predictable customer
experience, often at the expense of personalization, as companies focus on efficiency and
control to serve more customers quickly and consistently.

Additional Resources
**Examples of McDonaldization in Society: An Investigative Review**

Examples of mcdonaldization in society reveal the pervasive influence of a concept
first articulated by sociologist George Ritzer. The term “McDonaldization” describes the
process by which the principles of the fast-food industry—efficiency, calculability,
predictability, and control—are increasingly dominating various sectors of society. As this
model expands beyond its culinary origins, it reshapes social institutions, work
environments, education, healthcare, and even leisure activities. This article delves into
relevant examples of McDonaldization in society, examining how these principles manifest
and evaluating their broader implications.



Understanding the Framework of
McDonaldization

Before exploring specific examples, it is crucial to understand the four dimensions
defining McDonaldization:

1. **Efficiency**: Streamlining processes to achieve goals quickly.
2. **Calculability**: Emphasizing quantifiable objectives such as speed, size, and cost.
3. **Predictability**: Ensuring uniformity and standardization across products and
services.
4. **Control**: Using technology and standardized procedures to regulate behavior and
reduce uncertainty.

This framework provides a lens through which various societal trends can be analyzed,
revealing how systems prioritize uniformity and speed over individuality and quality.

Applications of McDonaldization in Different
Sectors

Education: Standardized Testing and Curriculum

One of the most prominent examples of McDonaldization in society is the education
system’s increasing reliance on standardized testing and rigid curricula. Schools
emphasize measurable outcomes such as test scores and graduation rates, reflecting the
principle of calculability. Efficiency manifests in the push for streamlined lesson plans
designed to cover material quickly to prepare students for exams. Predictability is evident
in the uniform testing formats and curriculum standards applied across districts and
states.

While this approach facilitates large-scale assessment and comparability, it often restricts
creativity and critical thinking. The control dimension is also present in the use of
surveillance technologies and strict behavioral policies aimed at maintaining order and
consistency in classrooms. Critics argue that this McDonaldized model of education risks
reducing learning to a mechanical process, prioritizing quantifiable metrics over holistic
development.

Healthcare: The Rise of Fast-Track Clinics and Protocols

Healthcare systems worldwide are increasingly adopting McDonaldization principles to
manage growing patient loads and reduce costs. Fast-track clinics, urgent care centers,
and telemedicine platforms demonstrate efficiency by delivering quick diagnoses and
treatments. Calculability appears in the emphasis on standardized checklists, performance
indicators, and treatment protocols designed to optimize throughput.



Predictability is ensured through evidence-based guidelines that standardize patient care,
minimizing variability. Control is exerted by leveraging electronic health records and
automated systems to monitor healthcare delivery and patient compliance. While these
trends improve access and reduce wait times, they may also lead to depersonalization,
where patients feel treated as cases rather than individuals. The reduction of complex
medical care to algorithm-driven procedures exemplifies the tension between efficiency
and quality inherent in McDonaldization.

Retail and Consumer Services: The Ubiquity of Chain
Stores

Retail environments vividly illustrate McDonaldization through the proliferation of chain
stores and franchises. Brands like Walmart, Starbucks, and IKEA exemplify how
predictability and control dominate consumer experiences. Customers expect uniform
layouts, product selections, and service standards regardless of location, reflecting the
principle of predictability.

Efficiency is evident in self-checkout systems, streamlined inventory management, and
supply chain optimization. Calculability emerges through pricing strategies that
emphasize volume sales and cost minimization. Control mechanisms include surveillance
cameras, employee scripts, and automated customer service technologies that regulate
interactions and minimize variability.

This model enables mass consumption and convenience but often undermines local
businesses and reduces diversity in retail options. It also raises questions about the quality
of consumer engagement and the social consequences of homogenized shopping
experiences.

Entertainment and Leisure: Fast-Paced Consumption of
Media

The entertainment industry is not immune to McDonaldization. Streaming platforms such
as Netflix and YouTube apply efficiency by allowing instant access to vast content
libraries. Calculability is reflected in algorithms that quantify viewer preferences and
promote content based on metrics like watch time and engagement.

Predictability manifests through formulaic genres and franchises designed to appeal to
broad audiences, ensuring consistent revenue streams. Control is exercised via digital
rights management and data analytics that shape production and distribution decisions.
This fast-paced, mass-consumption model prioritizes quantity and speed over artistic
experimentation, highlighting the influence of McDonaldization in shaping cultural
consumption.



Broader Societal Implications

The examples of McDonaldization in society reveal a double-edged phenomenon. On one
hand, the drive for efficiency and predictability can lead to increased accessibility, cost
reduction, and convenience across multiple domains. For instance, fast-food-inspired
models in healthcare and education have democratized services that were once time-
consuming and costly.

On the other hand, this homogenization often comes at the expense of individuality,
creativity, and quality. The emphasis on calculability can incentivize quantity over
substance, while rigid control mechanisms may stifle innovation and human interaction.
Moreover, the McDonaldization process can exacerbate social inequalities by favoring
standardized solutions that do not account for diverse needs and contexts.

Examples of McDonaldization in Technology Adoption

Technology adoption in workplaces and public services also illustrates McDonaldization.
Automated customer service chatbots replace human agents to increase efficiency and
control. Online platforms use standardized user interfaces and workflows to ensure
predictability and ease of use. Calculability is embedded in data-driven decision-making,
with key performance indicators guiding processes.

While these innovations improve scalability and reduce costs, they risk alienating users
who require personalized support. The replacement of nuanced human judgment with
algorithmic control epitomizes the challenges of McDonaldization in the digital era.

Transportation and Travel: Streamlined Experiences

The transportation and travel industry highlights another facet of McDonaldization.
Airlines and ride-sharing companies adopt standardized procedures, from check-in
processes to route optimization, to maximize efficiency. Calculability is evident in pricing
models based on distance and demand, while predictability is maintained through uniform
safety protocols.

Control mechanisms include automated ticketing systems and GPS tracking that monitor
passenger movements. Although these features enhance convenience and reliability, they
also contribute to a depersonalized travel experience, where interactions are transactional
and tightly regulated.

Final Reflections on McDonaldization’s Reach

The infiltration of McDonaldization into different social spheres demonstrates a profound
shift in how modern society organizes activities and services. From education to
healthcare, retail to entertainment, the four pillars of McDonaldization shape user



experiences in ways that prioritize speed, standardization, and control. While this trend
delivers undeniable benefits in scalability and predictability, it simultaneously raises
critical questions about the human costs involved.

As society continues to evolve under these influences, balancing efficiency with empathy
and standardization with creativity remains a pressing challenge. Understanding the
multifaceted examples of McDonaldization in society equips stakeholders with the insight
needed to navigate and potentially mitigate its broader consequences.

Examples Of Mcdonaldization In Society

  examples of mcdonaldization in society: The McDonaldization of Society 6 George Ritzer,
2011 As one of the most noteworthy and popular sociology books of all time, The McDonaldization of
Society 6 demonstrates the power of the sociological imagination to 21st century undergraduates in
a way that few other books have. This engaging work of social criticism is praised for sparking
debate in and out of the classroom and for allowing students to read in depth on a small number of
fascinating topics, and it vividly demonstrates the relevance of Weber′s discussion of rationalization
(the basis of McDonaldization) to the everyday life of today′s student. New and Retained Features: *
Links a large number of social phenomena to McDonaldization, some which are directly impacted by
the principles of the fast-food chain and others where the effect is more tenuous * A new final
chapter (10) on ′The DeMcDonaldization of Society?′ examines the processes of deMcDonaldization
and concludes that while it is occurring on the surface, McDonaldization is alive and well for
example, in the structures that underlie Web 2.0+ Many new and updated examples are from the
digital world, keeping the text ultimately relevant for the contemporary student reader * Addresses
the advantages of McDonaldization, then focuses on the problems and dangers it poses and looks at
efforts to deal with those challenges * Examines the link between McDonaldization and globalization
* Challenges the reader to rethink McDonaldization as part of the structure of society and to act to
reverse the trend towards it
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: The McDonaldization of Society 5 George Ritzer,
2008 ′This book has been a fabulous success with students because it combines elements of critical
social theory, readability... and popular culture′ - Charles Frederick, Jr., Indiana University One of
the most noteworthy and popular sociology books of all time, The McDonaldization of Society
demonstrates the power of the sociological imagination to today′s readers in a way that few books
have been able to do. Key Features of the new edition: - brand new chapter examining the Starbucks
phenomenon and its relationship to McDonaldization - updated examples of McDonaldization,
including online dating services (e.g. match.com), Viagra, MDMA (ecstasy), text-messaging, Ikea,
and megachurches - an increased focus on globalization, including an examination into the
relationship between McDonaldization and the environment
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: The McDonaldization of Society 5 George Ritzer,
2008 ′This book has been a fabulous success with students because it combines elements of critical
social theory, readability... and popular culture′ - Charles Frederick, Jr., Indiana University One of
the most noteworthy and popular sociology books of all time, The McDonaldization of Society
demonstrates the power of the sociological imagination to today′s readers in a way that few books
have been able to do. Key Features of the new edition: - brand new chapter examining the Starbucks
phenomenon and its relationship to McDonaldization - updated examples of McDonaldization,
including online dating services (e.g. match.com), Viagra, MDMA (ecstasy), text-messaging, Ikea,
and megachurches - an increased focus on globalization, including an examination into the
relationship between McDonaldization and the environment

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/examples-of-mcdonaldization-in-society.pdf


  examples of mcdonaldization in society: McDonaldization Society Now Ian Tinny, Dead
Writers Club, Micky Barnetti, Dr. Rex Curry, McDonald’s started in 1940 in the USA. At that time
much of the planet was being terrorized by Stalinization and Hitlerization. German socialism and
Soviet socialism had partnered in a pact to divide up Europe, launching World War II, invading
Poland together and going onward, leading to the socialist Wholecaust (of which the Holocaust was
a part). It was a globalization conspiracy to make everyone in the world as equal as a cog in a
collectivist wheel. After the Allies defeated German socialism, Soviet socialism continued the sordid
plot on its own. Stalin’s anti-consumption dogma had already starved millions to death under his
collectivization of food. His get-poor-quick scheme continued to impoverish multitudes for decades.
In contrast, in the USA, McDonald’s began posting the number of hamburgers sold in 1955. The
signs over the golden arches said, “over a million served.” Soviet socialists colluded with Chinese
socialists (despite Stalin’s earlier experience cooperating with German socialists). The Chinese
mimicked Stalin’s one-size-fits-all food bureaucracy. Soon, Mao’s death toll by starvation rivaled
Stalin’s. Their bogus “right to free socialized medicine” could not cure stage-4 hunger (not even pain
pills nor palliative care was provided). Soviet socialism and Chinese socialism both independently
caused cannibalism (think of it as “slow food”; not “fast food”). While McD’s asked “Do you want
fries with that?” socialists asked, “Do you want flies with that?” (Due to the lack of reliable
electricity and refrigeration). Similar unhappy meals followed the same irrational socialization chaos
in other countries. Socialism is a high-mortality dogma. In 1991 the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics ceased to exist because its socialization economy collapsed. In 1993 “The
McDonaldization of Society” (by George Ritzer) was published. In the book, Ritzer writes as if he is
ignorant that members of Hitler’s group did not call themselves “Nazis,” but called themselves
“socialists” and touted “socialism” by the very word in voluminous writings and speeches. In that
regard, Ritzer perpetuates widespread ignorance among college students. Ritzer seems ignorant of
the death tolls under Stalin and Mao, who also glorified “socialism” voluminously by the very word.
It says more about Ritzer than it does about McDonald’s. In 1994 McDonald's stopped counting
hamburgers served because the quantity surpassed 99 billion. Today McDonald’s is so loved that it
can boast that “billions and billions have been served.” During that same time, socialists can boast
that millions and millions have been starved. To death. The USA has avoided many monotonous
horrors of collectivization and socialism’s trademark mass starvations. McDonaldization (and other
all capitalism) saved us from McStalinization, McHitlerization, McMaoism, and defeated other
McSocialization in America. Even so, “The McDonaldization of Society” is used as a textbook in
American college classes that bad-mouth capitalism and glorify socialism. Young people are being
brainwashed in schools and universities. In how many other ways is the USA being victimized by
anti-capitalist propaganda? The USA was the origin of Nazi salutes and Fascist behavior through the
propaganda of an American Socialist: Francis Bellamy, author of the USA's Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag. America’s Nazi salute was often performed by public officials in the USA from 1892
through 1942 (near McDonald’s start). What happened to old photographs and films of the American
Nazi salute performed by federal, state, county, and local officials? Those photos and films are rare
because people don't want to know the truth about the government’s past. American youth groups
(Scouting) adopted Bellamy's American Nazi salute (with Bellamy’s encouragement) AND saluted
swastika badges (卐) worn by fellow scouts. Many Americans were accustomed to “Nazi salutes for
swastikas” long before German socialism (and Hitler Youth) adopted similar behavior under Hitler.
That helps to explain another shocking revelation: swastikas were promoted in the US military and
worn as a patch on the upper left arm of American soldiers in a fashion that would become uniform
under German socialism. There are photos in this book!
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Organizational Behaviour Daniel King, Scott Lawley,
2022 Have you ever wondered: · what motivates some people to work for free?· what the future of
work will look like in a post-pandemic world? · why organizational values and culture are so critical
to success?The authors explore the answers to these questions and more in this bestselling
introduction to organizational behaviour. Featuring the flagship Junction Hotel running case study,



this text is the most practical, critical, and complete guide to the subject.The authors have
extensively revised this fourth edition to make it more relevant than ever before. A new chapter on
equality, diversity, and inclusion, plus cutting-edge material on wellbeing in the workplace, the
climate crisis, ethics in leadership and much more, reflect the importance of these issues to people
and organizations today.Hear first-hand from twelve key professionals as they explain in bespoke
video interviews woven throughout the enhanced e-book why leadership, teamwork, and responsible
business practice are crucial in the workplace. For the fourth edition, a greater global range of
examples is provided through the real life cases including new examples from Brewdog, Muji, and
COP26, all of which help you make the connection between theory and practice.This book is
accompanied by the following online resources:For students:· Practitioner interviews · Author
videos· Self-test MCQs with answer feedback· Study skills guides· Guided readings of key research·
Extension material· Links to additional resources· Flashcard glossaryFor lecturers:· Seminar
activities (including tutor notes and student worksheets)· PowerPoint presentations· Test bank ·
Additional case studies · Junction Hotel Culture Report· Figures from the text
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Postemotional Society Stjepan Mestrovic,
1996-12-23 With a foreword by David Riesman, author of The Lonely Crowd. Introducing a new term
to the sociological lexicon: ′postemotionalism′, Stjepan Mestrovic argues that the focus of
postmodernism has been on knowledge and information, and he demonstrates how the emotions in
mass industrial societies have been neglected to devastating effect. Using contempoary examples,
the author shows how emotion has become increasingly separated from action; how - in a world of
disjointed and synthetic emotions - social solidarity has become more problematic; and how
compassion fatigue has increasingly replaced political commitment and responsibility. Mestrovic
discusses the relation between knowledge and the emotions in thinkers as diverse as Durkheim,
Baudrillard, Ritzer, Riesman, and Orwell. This stimulating and provocative work concludes with a
discussion of the postemotional society, where peer groups replace the government as the means of
social control.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Explorations in Social Theory George Ritzer,
2001-04-10 George Ritzer is one of the leading social and cultural commentators of the present day.
In this essential new book he considers some of the main tendencies in contemporary social theory.
Included here are Ritzer′s latest reflections on the uses and misuses of metatheory. According to
Ritzer, sociology is a multiparadigm science. The differences and intensities of rivalries between
paradigms are often very confusing for students and even for professional sociologists. This book
seeks to find a way out of the confusion by sketching out the lineaments of a new integrated
sociological paradigm and demonstrates how this paradigm can be applied. It shows the various
ways in which Ritzer has developed rationalization theory to shed light on professional integration,
the shape of consumer culture, hyperrationality and the state of sociology today.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Sociology Anthony Giddens, Simon Griffiths, 2006
This updated edition provides an ideal teaching text for first-year university and college courses.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: The Triumph of Emptiness Mats Alvesson, 2022 This
second edition updates Alvesson's significant critique of the economy of persuasion, where
organizations and groups assign resources to rhetoric, image, and reputation rather than production
of goods and services. It examines critical phenomena such as the knowledge society, consumption,
higher education, organizational change, and leadership.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Public Sociology John Germov, Marilyn Poole,
2023-05-12 Public Sociology highlights the relevance of sociological perspectives to Australian social
life and encourages students to apply a sociological gaze to their own lives and the communities in
which they live. This fully revised and updated fifth edition adds new chapters and material on a
wide range of contemporary issues, from the COVID-19 pandemic and ‘fake news’ to Iindigenous
issues and the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement. Public Sociology presents a wide range of topics
in a user-friendly and accessible way, introducing key theories and research methods, and exploring
core themes, including youth, families and intimate relationships, class and inequality, and race and



ethnic relations. All chapters have been extensively revised to bring them up to date in a
fast-changing social world, reflecting the latest sociological debates in response to changing
lifestyles and evolving political landscapes. In addition to updated statistics and research findings,
an expanded glossary and the latest citations to the scholarly literature, each chapter includes
numerous learning features for students and instructors, including definitions of key terms, concise
summaries of main points, discussion questions and guides to further reading and additional
resources. This is the essential sociological reference to help students in the social sciences make
sense of a complex and challenging world. New to the Fifth Edition: New chapters on the COVID-19
pandemic, Indigenous issues, youth and identity, and sport Exploration of the latest social issues
including the pandemic, BLM, expanded discussion of gender, #MeToo, LGBTIQ+ and
intersectionality, rising inequality and the ‘post-truth’ age All chapters thoroughly revised and
updated with the latest research Updated design, images, and chapter opening vignettes to engage
the reader
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the
21st Century Helena M. Jerónimo, José Luís Garcia, Carl Mitcham, 2013-07-08 This volume rethinks
the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an overview of the
current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century thinkers
about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a
technological perspective. The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s
diagnosis of modern society, and addresses the reception of his work on the technological society,
the notion of efficiency, the process of symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second
analyzes communicational and cultural problems, as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first
century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial – such as energy, propaganda, applied life
sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have grown exponentially, on a global
scale, producing new forms of risk. Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and
revelation. They pursue an understanding of Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the
traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one hand, the experience of the human being
as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical traditions. On the other hand there are
the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed knowledge,” in the mystical and
religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at Ellul’s work as a whole,
but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological society.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Imagining Society Catherine Corrigall-Brown,
2023-12-20 Imagining Society, Second Edition is an introductory text that presents sociology as a
distinctly human enterprise. In every chapter, as they are learning the discipline’s foundational
concepts, readers are led on a journey, across time and space, to encounter some of sociology’s key
makers—the creative individuals whose representations of the social world enable us to make sense
of it and change it for the better. At each stop they will be immersed in the actions, ideas, and
original thoughts of these diverse and seminal thinkers, whose empirical methods and theoretical
insights have inspired other sociologists and form the building blocks of the discipline. Exercises in
the text create opportunities for students to activate their own imaginations and to also see familiar
contemporary culture and society—TV shows, popular music, advertising, organizations,
thought-leaders and authority figures, fads and movements, etc.—through fresh eyes.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Technology and Society, second edition Deborah
G. Johnson, Jameson M. Wetmore, 2021-08-24 Writings by thinkers ranging from Rokeya Sakhawat
Hossain to Bruno Latour that focus on the interconnections of technology, society, and values.
Technological change does not happen in a vacuum; decisions about which technologies to develop,
fund, market, and use engage ideas about values as well as calculations of costs and benefits. In
order to influence the development of technology for the better, we must first understand how
technology and society are inextricably bound together. These writings--by thinkers ranging from
Bruno Latour to Francis Fukuyama--help us do just that, examining how people shape technology



and how technology shapes people. This second edition updates the original significantly, offering
twenty-one new essays along with fifteen from the first edition. The book first presents visions of the
future that range from technological utopias to cautionary tales and then introduces several major
STS theories. It examines human and social values and how they are embedded in technological
choices and explores the interesting and subtle complexities of the technology-society relationship.
Remedying a gap in earlier theorizing in the field, many of the texts illustrate how race and gender
are intertwined with technology. Finally, the book offers a set of readings that focus on the
sociotechnical challenges we face today, treating topics that include cybersecurity, geoengineering,
and the myth of neutral technology.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Conjure in African American Society Jeffrey E.
Anderson, 2008-08 From black sorcerers' client-based practices in the antebellum South to the
postmodern revival of hoodoo and its tandem spiritual supply stores, the supernatural has long been
a key component of the African American experience. What began as a mixture of African, European,
and Native American influences within slave communities finds expression today in a multimillion
dollar business. In Conjure in African American Society, Jeffrey E. Anderson unfolds a fascinating
story as he traces the origins and evolution of conjuring practices across the centuries. Though some
may see the study of conjure as a perpetuation of old stereotypes that depict blacks as bound to
superstition, the truth, Anderson reveals, is far more complex. Drawing on folklore, fiction and
nonfiction, music, art, and interviews, he explores various portrayals of the conjurer -- backward
buffoon, rebel against authority, and symbol of racial pride. He also examines the actual work
performed by conjurers, including the use of pharmacologically active herbs to treat illness,
psychology to ease mental ailments, fear to bring about the death of enemies and acquittals at trials,
and advice to encourage clients to succeed on their own. By critically examining the many influences
that have shaped conjure over time, Anderson effectively redefines magic as a cultural power, one
that has profoundly touched the arts, black Christianity, and American society overall.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: A Sociology of Culture, Taste and Value S. Stewart,
2013-11-26 This book explores sociological debates in relation to culture, taste and value. It argues
that sociology can contribute to debates about aesthetic value and to an understanding of how
people evaluate.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Sociology John Ambenge, 2021-03-15 The book
features real-life examples and amazing diversity focusing on sociology's unique ability to personally
resonate well with students' experiences. Throughout the text, the author carefully balances
coverage of core topics and contemporary changes in society. Every chapter explores unique topics,
such as same-sex marriage, Boko Haram, mob justice, Sharia law, as well as issues of inequality
related to race, ethnicity, gender, social class, and urbanization.The text empowers students to use
the lenses of sociological imagination to see sociology in everyday life. Using sociological
imagination, theory, and sociological perspectives, the text helps students move beyond individual
perspective to gain a sociological perspective.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Our Social World Jeanne H. Ballantine, Keith A.
Roberts, Kathleen Odell Korgen, 2019-01-02 The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith
Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend
the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Our Social World: Introduction to
Sociology inspires students to develop their sociological imaginations, to see the world and personal
events from a new perspective, and to confront sociological issues on a day-to-day basis. Organized
around the Social World model, a conceptual framework that demonstrates the relationships among
individuals (the micro level); organizations, institutions, and subcultures (the meso level); and
societies and global structures (the macro level), the authors use this framework to help students
develop the practice of using three levels of analysis, and to view sociology as an integrated whole,
rather than a set of discrete subjects. The Seventh Edition includes new coverage of climate change,
the influence of robots and artificial intelligence on workers, race relations in the Trump era,
transgender identity and gender fluidity, sexual harassment in the workplace and the #MeToo



movement, declining marriage rates, the impact of tracking for students at all academic
achievement levels, smoking as an example of health and inequality in the U.S., gun violence and the
student movement to control access to guns, social media, and Russian interference in the 2016
election. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package. Digital Option /
Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this text’s content and course
materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and interactive multimedia
tools, all carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you
and your students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables students to better prepare for
class. Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to
learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge
(formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s
learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the
same online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. . SAGE
Lecture Spark: Designed to save you time and ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture
launchers focus on current event topics tied to key concepts in Sociology.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Introduction to Sociology: Canadian Version George
Ritzer, Neil Guppy, 2013-07-25 While providing a rock-solid foundation of sociology, Introduction to
Sociology: Canadian Version, by renowned sociologists George Ritzer and Neil Guppy, illuminates
traditional sociological concepts and theories, as well as some of today’s most compelling social
phenomena: Globalization, consumer culture, and the Internet. Ritzer and Guppy bring students into
the conversation by bridging the divide between the outside world and the classroom. The
international version of the book by Ritzer has been redesigned with an explicitly Canadian core.
The result is this compelling Canadian version featuring George Ritzer’s distinctive voice and style
blended with Neil Guppy’s definitive views on Canadian sociology—highlighting the place of Canada
in a globalizing world.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: Sociology Robert Van Krieken, Daphne Habibis,
Philip Smith, Brett Hutchins, Greg Martin, Karl Maton, 2013-09-12 Building upon the success of
previous editions, this fully revised edition of Sociology lays the foundations for understanding
sociology in Australia. The depth and breadth of the book ensures its value not only for first-year
students, but for sociology majors requiring on-going reference to a range of theoretical
perspectives and current debates. This fifth Australian edition continues to build on the book’s
reputation for coverage, clarity and content, drawing upon the work of leading Australian
sociologists as well as engaging with global social trends and sociological developments.
  examples of mcdonaldization in society: The Riddles of Human Society Conrad L. Kanagy,
Donald B. Kraybill, 1999-01-27 Why are all U.S. Presidents white men? Why does technology
enchant us? Why do some people commit suicide? Why are sports so important to Americans? How
will the Internet change society? Why do people ′do good′? This very teachable and short new
introductory text explores these and other ′riddles′ to stir students′ sociological curiosity and
promote active learning as the sure path toward mastering the fundamentals of the discipline. Once
again, Pine Forge Press has done us Intro teachers a great service with The Riddles of Human
Society. The authors have produced a remarkable text, designing it from the point of view of how
students actually acquire sociological tools and imagination when reflecting on their social world. ...
It is written as a conversation with readers, yet is organized with learning tools like chapter
summaries, discussion questions, and an in-text glossary. It considers a broad range of topics from
micro to macro levels, thus uniquely blending the best of a shorter textbook and a monograph. It will
serve very well as a main text for introductory sociology courses. I recommend it highly. Stephen
Sharkey, Department of Social Science, Alverno College
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