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Dictionary of the Old Testament Wisdom Poetry Writings: The IVP Bible Dictionary Series

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series serves as an
invaluable resource for anyone delving into the rich literary and theological treasures of the Old
Testament. Whether you are a student, pastor, or simply a curious reader, this specialized dictionary
offers detailed insights into the wisdom literature and poetic writings that have shaped biblical thought
for millennia. It’s part of the broader IVP Bible Dictionary Series, known for its scholarly yet accessible

approach, making complex biblical topics approachable without sacrificing depth.

Exploring the landscape of Old Testament wisdom poetry can be challenging, given the complexity and
diversity of texts involved. This dictionary expertly navigates themes, authorship, cultural context, and
interpretation, helping readers uncover the layered meanings behind books like Proverbs, Job,

Ecclesiastes, and the poetic sections found throughout the Old Testament.

Understanding the Dictionary of the Old Testament Wisdom

Poetry Writings

The IVP Bible Dictionary Series is widely respected for providing concise but comprehensive entries on
biblical topics. Among these, the volume dedicated to wisdom and poetry writings stands out for its
focus on a unique genre within the Old Testament. This dictionary doesn’t just list definitions; it
contextualizes wisdom literature within the ancient Near Eastern world, biblical theology, and literary

forms.



What Makes the Wisdom Poetry Writings Special?

Wisdom literature in the Old Testament is distinct because it addresses practical and existential
questions—how to live well, the nature of God, human suffering, justice, and the meaning of life. Unlike
historical or prophetic books, wisdom poetry often uses metaphor, parallelism, and other poetic devices
to convey its message. The dictionary illuminates these features by breaking down the literary

techniques and thematic nuances.

For example, it explains the significance of parallelism, a hallmark of Hebrew poetry, which pairs lines
to emphasize or contrast ideas. Understanding such forms enables readers to appreciate the artistry

and theological depth of texts like Psalms and Song of Songs.

Key Features of the IVP Bible Dictionary Series on Wisdom

Poetry

This dictionary volume is more than just a reference tool; it’s a guidebook for deepening one’s

engagement with biblical wisdom. Some of its standout features include:

e Comprehensive Entries: Each term or topic related to wisdom and poetry is explored thoroughly,
from major figures like Solomon and Job to concepts like “fear of the Lord” and “retribution

theology.”

e Historical and Cultural Context: The dictionary situates Old Testament wisdom writings alongside
ancient Near Eastern counterparts, helping readers understand influences and contrasts with

Egyptian, Mesopotamian, and Canaanite wisdom traditions.

o Literary Analysis: It offers detailed explanations of poetic structures, literary devices, and genres

found within the wisdom books, enhancing interpretive skills.



¢ Theological Insights: Entries discuss key theological themes such as divine justice, human

suffering, wisdom’s role in creation, and the dynamics of covenant relationship.

How This Dictionary Supports Bible Study

For anyone involved in Bible study groups or academic research, the dictionary’s clear and concise
explanations make it a go-to resource. It helps readers unpack difficult passages, understand the
original Hebrew terminology, and appreciate the broader biblical narrative. By bridging scholarly

research and lay understanding, it encourages a more informed and enriching reading experience.

The Role of Wisdom Poetry in the Old Testament

Wisdom poetry is not just literary ornamentation; it plays a crucial role in shaping the moral and
spiritual worldview of ancient Israel. The dictionary highlights how wisdom literature addresses

universal human concerns, making it timeless and relevant.

Major Books Covered in the Dictionary

The dictionary pays special attention to the core wisdom books:

* Proverbs: A collection of sayings and instructions focused on practical living and the fear of God.

* Job: A poetic exploration of suffering, justice, and divine sovereignty, challenging simplistic

understandings of retribution theology.



¢ Ecclesiastes: Philosophical reflections on the meaninglessness of life “under the sun” and the

search for lasting value.

* Song of Songs: Celebrated for its poetic expression of love, often interpreted allegorically or

literally.

e Psalms: Though primarily a book of prayers and hymns, many psalms incorporate wisdom

themes and poetic forms.

This dictionary helps readers navigate the theology and artistry of these books, offering insights into

their composition, historical background, and ongoing interpretive debates.

Interpreting Wisdom Poetry with the Dictionary

One of the challenges with Old Testament wisdom poetry is its sometimes cryptic language and
cultural distance. The dictionary aids interpretation by providing background on idioms, symbolism, and
ancient wisdom traditions. For instance, understanding the concept of “fear of the Lord” is pivotal

since it appears frequently and serves as a foundation for wisdom teachings.

Additionally, the dictionary explores how wisdom poetry reflects the tension between human
experience and divine providence, a theme especially prominent in Job and Ecclesiastes. This helps

readers wrestle with big questions about suffering and the nature of God from a biblical perspective.

Why Choose the IVP Bible Dictionary Series for Wisdom

Poetry?



Amid the plethora of biblical reference works available, the IVP Bible Dictionary Series distinguishes
itself by balancing academic rigor with readability. The volume on Old Testament wisdom poetry

writings is no exception.

Features That Set It Apart

Expert Contributors: Written by scholars specializing in Old Testament studies, ensuring

reliability and depth.

Accessible Language: Avoids unnecessary jargon, making complex topics understandable for a

broad audience.

Integration with Broader Biblical Studies: Connects wisdom literature to other biblical genres and

theological themes.

Updated Scholarship: Incorporates recent archaeological findings and interpretive trends.

This makes the dictionary an excellent companion for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of

the Old Testament’s poetic and wisdom traditions without getting lost in overly technical language.

Practical Tips for Using the Dictionary Effectively

To get the most out of the dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible

dictionary series:



o Start with Key Entries: Begin by reading articles on foundational concepts like “wisdom,” “fear

of the Lord,” and “retribution theology” to build a solid framework.

¢ Cross-Reference with Scripture: Use the dictionary alongside your Bible reading to illuminate

difficult passages.

e Explore Literary Terms: Understanding terms like “parallelism” or “chiasmus” enhances

appreciation of poetic artistry.

* Note Historical Context: Recognize how ancient Near Eastern culture influences biblical wisdom

writings for a richer interpretation.

These strategies help transform the dictionary from a simple reference into a dynamic study tool.

The Broader Impact of Wisdom Poetry on Christian Thought

The wisdom poetry of the Old Testament has profoundly influenced Christian theology, preaching, and
devotional life. The IVP Bible Dictionary Series sheds light on this continuing legacy by tracing how

early Jewish and Christian interpreters engaged with wisdom texts.

For example, Proverbs’ practical ethics inform Christian moral teaching, while Job’s grappling with
suffering resonates with pastoral care. Ecclesiastes’ reflections on life’s fleeting nature invite believers
to find meaning beyond worldly pursuits. By understanding these connections through the dictionary,

readers can appreciate how ancient poetry remains relevant in contemporary faith contexts.

Delving into the dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series
reveals not only the richness of biblical literature but also the enduring human quest for wisdom,

meaning, and relationship with the divine. Its blend of scholarly insight and accessible explanation



makes it a treasured companion for anyone passionate about exploring the depths of Scripture’s poetic

and wisdom heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry &
Writings' in the IVP Bible Dictionary Series?

It is a comprehensive reference work that provides detailed articles and insights on the books of the
Old Testament categorized as wisdom literature, poetry, and writings, offering scholarly analysis and

theological perspectives.

Who are the editors of the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom,
Poetry & Writings'?

The dictionary is edited by Tremper Longman Il and Peter Enns, both respected scholars in Old

Testament studies.

What types of writings are covered in this dictionary?

The dictionary covers Old Testament books such as Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of
Songs, Lamentations, and other poetic and wisdom literature.

How does this dictionary differ from other Old Testament dictionaries?

Unlike general Old Testament dictionaries, this volume focuses specifically on the wisdom and poetic
writings, providing specialized articles on literary forms, theological themes, and historical context

within these genres.



Is the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry & Writings'
suitable for both scholars and laypeople?

Yes, it is designed to be accessible to a broad audience, including pastors, students, and general

readers interested in deepening their understanding of Old Testament wisdom and poetry.

Can this dictionary be used for sermon preparation and academic
research?

Absolutely, it is a valuable resource for sermon preparation, academic study, and personal Bible study,

offering thorough background information and interpretive insights.

What kind of topics are explored in the dictionary entries?

Topics include theological concepts, literary analysis, historical context, cultural background, and

interpretive challenges related to wisdom and poetic books of the Old Testament.

Where can | purchase or access the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament:
Wisdom, Poetry & Writings'?

The dictionary is available for purchase through major booksellers such as Amazon, IVP’s official

website, and in some academic libraries or digital platforms specializing in biblical resources.

Additional Resources

Dictionary of the Old Testament Wisdom Poetry Writings: A Deep Dive into the IVP Bible Dictionary

Series

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series represents a
seminal resource for scholars, theologians, and students interested in the rich tapestry of wisdom

literature within the Hebrew Scriptures. As part of the broader IVP Bible Dictionary Series, this volume



focuses meticulously on the complex interplay of theology, literary style, and cultural context found in
the Old Testament’s wisdom and poetic books. This article undertakes an analytical review of this
dictionary, highlighting its scholarly contributions, thematic structure, and practical utility for biblical

studies.

Understanding the Scope and Purpose

The IVP Bible Dictionary Series is renowned for producing accessible yet scholarly reference works
that engage deeply with biblical texts. Within this framework, the dictionary of the Old Testament
wisdom poetry writings assumes a specialized role by concentrating on books such as Proverbs, Job,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and selected Psalms. These writings are foundational to understanding

ancient Israelite thought on human existence, morality, divine justice, and the nature of wisdom itself.

This dictionary seeks not only to define terms but also to contextualize the literary forms and
theological concepts that typify wisdom literature. Unlike general biblical dictionaries that cover broad
topics, this volume offers a laser-focused examination of the wisdom tradition, blending linguistic
analysis with historical-critical insight. This targeted approach enables readers to navigate the nuances

of Hebrew poetry, parallelism, and proverbial wisdom with clarity and depth.

Key Features and Scholarly Contributions

One of the dictionary’s standout features is its comprehensive treatment of thematic entries. These
include discussions on key motifs such as fear of the Lord, retribution theology, personification of
wisdom, and the role of the sage. Each entry is meticulously referenced, drawing from primary Hebrew

texts alongside secondary scholarship, which enhances its reliability and academic rigor.

The dictionary also excels in explicating the literary techniques unique to wisdom poetry. For instance,
it explores how parallelism operates not merely as a poetic device but also as a theological method to

emphasize moral truths. This literary-theological approach distinguishes the volume from more general



lexicons, positioning it as an indispensable tool for exegetes who seek to understand the Old

Testament’s poetic artistry.

Additionally, the dictionary addresses the historical development of wisdom literature, tracing its
evolution from ancient Near Eastern origins to canonical status within the Hebrew Bible. This
diachronic perspective aids readers in appreciating the dynamic nature of wisdom traditions and their

influence on later Jewish and Christian thought.

Comparative Analysis with Other Biblical Dictionaries

When compared to other prominent biblical dictionaries, such as the Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary or
the New International Bible Dictionary, the IVP’s wisdom poetry dictionary stands out for its specialized
focus and integration of literary criticism. While the Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary offers broad, multi-
volume coverage and the New International Bible Dictionary provides concise entries suited for general

readers, the IVP volume caters specifically to those interested in the poetic and wisdom texts.

Moreover, the dictionary’s inclusion of extensive bibliographies and cross-references fosters further
research, making it a valuable starting point for academic investigation. However, this specialization
can also be seen as a limitation for readers seeking comprehensive coverage of all Old Testament

genres, as the focus here is intentionally narrowed.

Target Audience and Practical Applications

This dictionary is particularly suited for seminary students, biblical scholars, and pastors who engage
with the Old Testament’s wisdom books in teaching or research. Its balanced tone—both scholarly and
accessible—makes it useful for advanced undergraduates and lay readers with a serious interest in

biblical literature.

In practical terms, the dictionary supports sermon preparation, academic writing, and theological



reflection by providing concise yet profound insights into complex topics. For example, a pastor
preparing a sermon on Ecclesiastes can leverage the dictionary’s entries on “vanity” and “the

meaning of life” to enrich their message with historical and linguistic context.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths:

[¢]

Focused coverage on wisdom literature and poetry enhances depth of study.

[¢]

Integration of literary, theological, and historical perspectives.

[¢]

Clear, well-referenced entries suitable for academic and pastoral use.

o

Useful bibliographies encourage further research.

¢ Limitations:

o May be too specialized for readers seeking a broad Old Testament dictionary.

o Limited coverage on non-wisdom books may require supplemental resources.

o Some entries assume prior knowledge of biblical languages and concepts.



Integration of LS| Keywords and Topics

Throughout the dictionary of the Old Testament wisdom poetry writings the IVP Bible Dictionary Series,
readers encounter a rich interplay of related topics such as Hebrew poetry structure, wisdom literature
analysis, ancient Near Eastern context, theological motifs, and biblical exegesis. These related
keywords naturally enhance the resource’s discoverability for those researching Old Testament wisdom
traditions or poetic forms.

99 &

Additionally, the dictionary’s exploration of terms like “proverbial sayings,” “sapiential literature,”
“parallelism in Hebrew poetry,” and “theology of retribution” aligns well with current academic

discourse and SEO trends surrounding biblical studies and scriptural interpretation.

Final Thoughts on Its Scholarly Value

In sum, the dictionary of the Old Testament wisdom poetry writings the IVP Bible Dictionary Series
offers a focused, insightful, and academically robust resource for anyone invested in the poetic and
wisdom traditions of the Hebrew Bible. Its careful balance of linguistic detail, theological reflection, and

literary analysis makes it a standout work within the landscape of biblical dictionaries.

By presenting wisdom literature not merely as ancient texts but as living, complex dialogues about life,
morality, and the divine, this dictionary enriches both scholarly inquiry and practical application. Its
place within the IVP Bible Dictionary Series ensures a consistent quality and scholarly integrity that

continues to support the ongoing study of Scripture’s richest poetic compositions.

Dictionary Of The Old Testament Wisdom Poetry Writings The
Ivp Bible Dictionary Series

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry & Writings Tremper Longman III, Peter
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Enns, 2010-05-11 Tremper Longman III and Peter E. Enns edit this collection of 148 articles by over
90 contributors on Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Lamentations, Ruth and
Esther.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of the Old Testament , 2003

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry and Writings TREMPER LONGMAN III,
PETER ENNS, 2020-05-21 The Old Testament books of wisdom and poetry carry themselves
differently from those of the Pentateuch, the histories or the prophets. The divine voice does not peal
from Sinai, there are no narratives carried along by prophetic interpretation nor are oracles
declaimed by a prophet. Here Scripture often speaks in the words of human response to God and
God's world. The hymns, laments and thanksgivings of Israel, the dirge of Lamentations, the
questionings of Qohelet, the love poetry of the Song of Songs, the bold drama of Job and the
proverbial wisdom of Israel all offer their textures to this great body of biblical literature. Then too
there are the finely crafted stories of Ruth and Esther that narrate the silent providence of God in
the course of Israelite and Jewish lives. This third Old Testament volume in IVP's celebrated Black
Dictionary series offers nearly 150 articles covering all the important aspects of Job, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Psalms, Song of Songs, Lamentations, Ruth and Esther. Over 90 contributors, many of
them experts in this literature, have contributed to the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom,
Poetry and Writings'. This volume maintains the quality of scholarship that students, scholars and
pastors have come to expect from this series. Coverage of each biblical book includes an
introduction to the book itself as well as separate articles on their ancient Near Eastern background
and their history of interpretation. Additional articles amply explore the literary dimensions of
Hebrew poetry and prose, including acrostic, ellipsis, inclusio, intertextuality, parallelism and
rhyme. And there are well-rounded treatments of Israelite wisdom and wisdom literature, including
wisdom poems, sources and theology. In addition, a wide range of interpretive approaches is
canvassed in articles on hermeneutics, feminist interpretation, form criticism, historical criticism,
rhetorical criticism and social-scientific approaches. The 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom,
Poetry and Writings' is sure to command shelf space within arm's reach of any student, teacher or
preacher working in this portion of biblical literature.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of the Old Testament Tremper Longman, Peter Enns, 2008

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch T. Desmond Alexander, David W. Baker, 2010-05-11
Exploring the major themes and issues of the Pentateuch, this encyclopedic work offers authoritative
overviews, detailed examinations and new insights from the world of the ancient Near East. Edited
by T. Desmond Alexander and David W. Baker.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Prophets Mark J. Boda, J. Gordon McConville, 2013-05-14 With this
new volume, IVP's Black Dictionary series completes its coverage of the Old Testament canonical
books. A true compendium of recent scholarship, the volume includes 115 articles covering all
aspects of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the twelve minor prophets and Daniel.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Dictionary of Biblical Imagery Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit, Tremper Longman III, 2010-05-11
This reference work explores the images, symbols, motifs, metaphors, figures of speech, and literary
patterns found in the Bible. With over 800 articles by over 100 expert contributors, this is an
inviting, enlightening and indispensable companion to the reading, study, contemplation and
enjoyment of the Bible.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series: A
Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament Miles V. Van Pelt, 2016-05-31 The Old
Testament is not just a collection of disparate stories, each with its own meaning and moral lessons.



Rather, it's one cohesive story, tied together by the good news about Israel's coming Messiah,
promised from the beginning. Covering each book in the Old Testament, this volume invites readers
to teach the Bible from a Reformed, covenantal, and redemptive-historical perspective. Featuring
contributions from twelve respected evangelical scholars, this gospel-centered introduction to the
Old Testament will help anyone who teaches or studies Scripture to better see the initial outworking
of God's plan to redeem the world through Jesus Christ.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
An Introduction to the Old Testament John Goldingay, 2015-10-01 Enter the classroom of John
Goldingay, one of today's premier biblical interpreters, and begin the adventure of exploring the
Bible's First Testament. More workbook than handbook, this refreshing introduction to the Old
Testament outfits you with basic knowledge, points out the main approaches, outlines the primary
issues and then sets you loose to explore the terrain for yourself.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Preliminary biblical studies David M. Steimle, 2015-05-29 This work is a compilation of research
designed to assist students researching the Bible and passing a program at a University in biblical
studies. It covers a myriad of topics focusing primarily on the biblical text and contains deeper
exposition on texts and themes commonly researched in an undergraduate, Graduate Christian
studies, and Masters in Divinity programs that focus on the Bible. This text is divided by the Old and
New Testament and further subdivided based on traditional category of the Bible.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Paul’s Use of the Old Testament in Romans 9:19-24 Brian J. Abasciano, 2022-07-14 Brian
Abasciano continues his project examining the use of the Old Testament in Romans 9, building upon
his previous two volumes and their intertextual methodology. This method incorporates into a
thorough traditional exegesis a comprehensive analysis of Paul's use of Scripture against the
background of interpretive traditions surrounding the texts alluded to, with great emphasis placed
on analyzing the original contexts of Paul's citations and allusions. Such an intertextual exegesis is
conducted in Romans 9:19-24 with an awareness of the broader unit of chapters 9-11 especially, and
also the epistle as a whole. Conclusions for the meaning of these passages and their theological
significance are drawn.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Bloodline Deliverance Mike and Andrea Brewer,

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Mastering the Discipline of Bible Study Jenai J. Rasmussen Ed.D., 2022-07-22 This work, along
with the other volumes in the Foundational Knowledge of the Bible series, can help those who are
young in the faith to seek a Christian relationship with God. All who choose to enter into the new
covenant must concurrently embrace a new perceptual field. By heeding God’s call to service,
believers embark upon a Christian journey to become wise from the application of spiritual
knowledge. This is made possible with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who guides covenant
believers in the faithful word of God, which is the source of all spiritual truth in this world. The
intended purpose presented in this plan of action is to speak the truth of God in love so that the
brethren can learn godly discernment, be equipped with sound doctrine, and grow together in all
things according to Christ’s authoritative leadership (Eph. 4:15). By becoming covenant Christians
set apart by God for his particular use, we can be diligent by precisely and accurately handling the
word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). This series can serve to edify and ground those who are new in the faith
because the revelation of God provides all the essential answers to life’s pressing spiritual questions,
whether general or specific. Accordingly, Christ’s disciples need to comprehend the questions before
the answers can have real meaning. No greater reason can be given for studying the Bible.
Therefore, the people of God are duty-bound to master this Christian discipline. The first volume in
this series is divided into three phases of Bible study: “Why” addresses the importance of knowing
God’s word, study motivations, conditions for discipleship, Christian distinctions, and the attributes
needed to study biblical truth. “How” covers preliminary actions, Bible versions, principles, study



considerations, and necessary skills. “What” offers a unique sevenfold framework for understanding
the Bible. Divine power can move the Scriptures to be more than words on a page. It can become a
life-changing force for good in the world. To that end, this resource directs the reader on how to
inquire, search, and ask diligently concerning godly truth. Invaluable information, accessible
resources, clear educational materials, and deep biblical insights will all quickly serve to establish
beginning students in the Sacred Text. This work will also prepare the reader to receive the
Scriptures by learning how to obtain a faithful accounting of spiritual truth. To be sure, wisdom is
the result of applying biblical knowledge to our lives. By speaking divine truth in love, believers can
grow together in Christ as fellow workers who labor in the word of God. There is no greater work in
this world than to share this life-saving truth with others. The obligation of receiving divine
knowledge requires that it be shared. Truly, giving the hope and joy that is found in Jesus Christ,
and the message he brought from the Father, is the greatest privilege of a human life. Amen, and
amen.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Between the Psalms and the Twelve Matthew I. Ayars, Peter C. W. Ho, 2025-02-14 This book
initiates dialogue between recent scholarship on the Psalms and on the Book of the Twelve. While
these two biblical corpora are seemingly similar, the scholarship on them has not been brought into
fruitful conversation, until now. This volume seeks to demonstrate that insights gained from reading
the two sets of biblical texts, even if done separately, can productively inform the reading of both
when brought together in conversation. An international team of specialists who have worked
extensively with either one or both sets of texts seeks to break fresh ground and shed new light.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Job (Teach the Text Commentary Series) Daniel ]. Estes, 2013-07-15 The Teach the Text
Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to provide the information a pastor needs
to communicate the text effectively. The carefully selected preaching units and focused commentary
allow pastors to quickly grasp the big idea and key themes of each passage of Scripture. Each unit of
the commentary includes the big idea and key themes of the passage and sections dedicated to
understanding, teaching, and illustrating the text.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Hesed and the New Testament Karen Nelson, 2023-05-24 In the Hebrew Bible, hesed (steadfast
love, loyalty, devotion) denotes an important concept that is relevant to interpersonal relationships
in every generation. In this book, Karen Nelson investigates New Testament engagement with that
concept and the exegetical value of recognizing such engagement. This investigation employs an
original hybrid of two methodological approaches: intertextuality, used to consider how New
Testament authors appropriate texts that evoke hesed or hasid, and categorization, used to analyze
and compare instances of the categories hsd and hsyd within the Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament. Nelson’s work challenges assertions that the New Testament equivalent of hesed is
agapeé (love) or charis (grace). Rather, she contends that hesed and hasid are more likely to be
evoked by the terms with which they are most often rendered in the Septuagint: eleos and hosios,
respectively. Nelson rereads selected New Testament pericopes in light of hesed, highlighting points
about ongoing devotion to kinship and covenantal relationships often overlooked in those contexts
and showing how New Testament authors and figures utilize the hesed tradition to critique the
contemporary socioreligious situation and encourage belief, enduring commitment, and
appropriately changed lifestyles. Addressing a topic that spans the Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament, this study will be of value to biblical scholars, especially those who are interested in
semantics.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
The Design of the Psalter Peter C. W. Ho, 2019-10-04 Good poetry is like a good painting: the more
you linger over it, the more it reveals. It is a deep well that never runs dry. And that is why the
Psalter, like a good painting, keeps giving. In the last four decades, Psalms scholarship has found
remarkable fruitfulness in reading the Psalter as a book--that is, in reading the Psalms as a unified



composition with a metanarrative across its 150 poems. Pivotal questions associated with this
approach really boil down to two questions--how and why? How are individual psalms sequenced, if
at all, and what is the design logic behind that macrostructure? This volume seeks to answer those
questions. In essence, the Psalter unfurls the story of the Davidic covenant. While interest in the
editing of the Psalter remains high in recent Psalms scholarship, this interest has not led to clear
consensus. The specific and timely contribution of this volume is twofold. First, it consolidates the
results of studies on groups of psalms. Second, it integrates poetic and thematic approaches that are
typically separated in Psalms scholarship. Readers will find results of this study surprising and their
implications sobering.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Mark Through Old Testament Eyes Andrew T. Le Peau, 2017-09-27 Through Old Testament Eyes is a
new kind of commentary series that opens the New Testament writings in greater depth to anyone
committed to understanding or teaching Scripture. In this inaugural volume, the richness of Old
Testament allusions and background in Mark clarifies puzzling passages and explains others in fresh
ways. The exodus motif structures Mark. Mark also presents Jesus as the true temple of God in
contrast to the existing temple, which has been corrupted. These important themes are hidden to
modern eyes without the insight of an Old Testament perspective, and this commentary builds on
that insight to emphasize how the gospel applies to the daily lives of Christians today.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
How Majestic Is Your Name Walter Leslie McConnell, 2021-12-07 Christians give a broad spectrum
of answers to the question, “What is worship?” These include ascribing worth to God, performing
certain activities during worship services, singing a particular style of song, responding to God with
our whole being, and more. That Christians have such a splintered understanding of something as
important as worship is far from satisfactory. How Majestic is Your Name aims to broaden our
understanding of worship by engaging the subject biblically and theologically as developed in both
Testaments of Scripture. As we learn more of God’s design, our daily, weekly, and seasonal practices
of private and public worship will be renewed. Foundations are laid by identifying the Old and New
Testament words for worship and demonstrating their importance. The object of worship is brought
into focus as we encounter the God who is experienced as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The object
identified, we consider the people who worship within space and time by engaging in a variety of
activities. Not content with simply recounting biblical evidence about the worship of Israel and the
early church, the book challenges modern worshipers to allow this biblical theological study to guide
their thinking and shape their practice.

dictionary of the old testament wisdom poetry writings the ivp bible dictionary series:
Saving God's Face Jackson Wu, 2013-04 Years ago, the author had a startling realization.
Theologians and pastors have long taught on the glory of God and its central importance in the
Bible. However, because he was living in East Asia, it also dawned on the author that this sort of talk
about God's glory, praising Him, and magnifying His name was simply another way of talking about
honor and shame. When the author looked at most theology and ministry-related books, he found
that honor and shame seemed to be treated differently. Anthropologists talked about honor-shame,
but theologians largely focused more on legal metaphors. The author could see both themes in
Scripture but couldn't find help as to how to bring them together. This study was developed in order
to address this gap and bring those themes together. Sign up for the WCIU Press newsletter to be
notified about new books from this author and more! http: //eepurl.com/rB15L
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