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Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs: Fostering
Growth and Learning

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs is a
cornerstone of quality education and care for young children. It’s a concept
that embraces understanding how children grow, learn, and develop at
different stages and tailoring educational experiences to meet their unique
needs. When early childhood educators adopt these practices, they create
environments where children feel safe, engaged, and encouraged to explore,
setting the foundation for lifelong learning.

Understanding the essence of developmentally appropriate practice (DAP) helps
caregivers and educators support children’s physical, social, emotional, and
cognitive development in meaningful ways. Let’s dive deeper into what makes
this approach so vital and how it can be effectively implemented in early
childhood settings.

What is Developmentally Appropriate Practice?

Developmentally appropriate practice refers to teaching methods and
strategies that are based on how children typically develop and learn at
various ages and stages. It recognizes that children are not miniature
adults; their abilities, interests, and understanding evolve continuously,
and education must reflect these changes.

DAP involves three key considerations:
» Age appropriateness: Understanding the general developmental milestones
and abilities of children within a certain age range.

e Individual appropriateness: Acknowledging each child’s unique
personality, culture, experiences, and learning style.

e Social and cultural context: Considering the child’s family background,
community, and cultural influences.

By balancing these elements, early childhood programs can provide activities
and interactions that are neither too challenging nor too simplistic,
fostering optimal growth.



Why 1s Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Important?

Early childhood is a period of rapid brain development and learning. During
these formative years, children develop foundational skills that influence
their future academic success, social relationships, and emotional well-
being. Developmentally appropriate practice supports this by:

Promoting Holistic Development

DAP encourages educators to address multiple areas of development —
cognitive, emotional, physical, and social — rather than focusing narrowly on
academics alone. For example, play-based learning helps children build
problem-solving skills while also fostering creativity and cooperation.

Enhancing Engagement and Motivation

When activities are tailored to children’s developmental levels and
interests, they are more likely to be engaged and motivated. This natural
curiosity drives deeper learning and positive attitudes toward education.

Supporting Individual Differences

No two children develop exactly alike. DAP recognizes the diversity in
learning paces and styles, which helps educators avoid a one-size-fits-all
approach. This inclusivity ensures all children feel valued and supported.

Implementing Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in Early Childhood Programs

Applying developmentally appropriate practice is both an art and a science.
It requires educators to be observant, reflective, and responsive.

Creating a Child-Centered Environment

A classroom or learning space should be inviting and accessible, allowing
children to explore materials at their own pace. This involves:



e Providing diverse, age-appropriate toys and learning materials.

e Setting up learning centers focused on different skills — sensory play,
literacy, art, and physical activity.

e Arranging the room to encourage social interaction and independent
discovery.

Observing and Assessing Children Regularly

Observation is key in understanding where each child is developmentally.
Through careful assessment, educators can identify strengths and areas
needing support, enabling them to plan suitable activities. This ongoing
process helps in personalizing learning experiences.

Designing Flexible Curriculum and Activities

Rather than rigid lesson plans, developmentally appropriate practice calls
for adaptable curricula that respond to children’s evolving interests and
abilities. For example, if a group shows enthusiasm for insects, an educator
might incorporate related stories, art projects, and science exploration to
deepen engagement.

Encouraging Play-Based Learning

Play is not just fun; it’'s a vital learning tool in early childhood. Through
play, children experiment, problem-solve, and develop social skills. Programs
that integrate guided and free play allow children to make sense of their
world naturally.

Teacher’s Role in Supporting Developmentally
Appropriate Practice

Educators are the facilitators of growth in early childhood settings, and
their mindset and skills greatly influence how DAP is executed.

Building Strong Relationships

A warm, trusting relationship between teacher and child creates a secure base



for exploration and learning. Understanding each child’s background and
personality helps in tailoring interactions and support.

Continuous Professional Development

Staying informed about child development research and best practices equips
educators to refine their approaches. Attending workshops, collaborating with
peers, and reflecting on classroom experiences foster a culture of growth.

Communicating with Families

Family involvement is essential. Sharing observations and strategies with
parents helps reinforce learning at home and respects cultural values. This
partnership ensures consistency and supports the whole child.

Challenges and Considerations in Applying
Developmentally Appropriate Practice

While DAP is widely recognized as best practice, it can present challenges in
real-world settings.

Balancing Diverse Needs

In classrooms with children of varying abilities and backgrounds, meeting
everyone’s needs can be complex. Educators must be skilled in differentiating
instruction and managing group dynamics.

Pressure of Standardized Testing

Some early childhood programs face mandates for early academic achievement,
which may conflict with play-based and child-centered approaches. Advocating
for DAP requires educating stakeholders about its long-term benefits.

Resource Limitations

Quality materials and low teacher-to-child ratios are critical for effective
DAP but may not be available in all settings. Creative problem-solving and
community support can help bridge gaps.



The Impact of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice on Children’s Future Success

When children experience education that respects their developmental stages,
they build a strong foundation for lifelong learning. Research consistently
shows that early experiences shape brain architecture, influencing cognitive
abilities, social skills, and emotional resilience.

Programs emphasizing developmentally appropriate practice help children
develop a love for learning, self-confidence, and the ability to adapt to new
challenges. These qualities are invaluable as they progress through school
and life.

Incorporating developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood
programs is more than an educational strategy; it’'s a commitment to honoring
each child’s unique journey. By recognizing where children are
developmentally and responding thoughtfully, educators create nurturing
spaces that empower children to thrive both now and in the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is developmentally appropriate practice (DAP)
in early childhood programs?

Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) refers to teaching methods and
curriculum that are based on the age, individual needs, and developmental
stage of young children to promote optimal learning and development.

Why is developmentally appropriate practice
important in early childhood education?

DAP is important because it ensures that educational activities and
expectations match children's developmental abilities, fostering better
engagement, learning outcomes, and emotional well-being.

How do early childhood educators implement
developmentally appropriate practice?

Educators implement DAP by observing children, understanding their
developmental milestones, planning activities that suit their interests and
abilities, and creating a supportive and inclusive learning environment.



What are the core principles of developmentally
appropriate practice?

The core principles include recognizing children's age-related
characteristics, individual differences, cultural backgrounds, and providing
a balance of child-initiated and teacher-guided activities.

How does DAP address individual differences among
children?

DAP acknowledges that each child develops at their own pace and tailors
learning experiences to meet diverse needs, abilities, interests, and
cultural contexts, ensuring inclusive education.

Can developmentally appropriate practice be used for
children with special needs?

Yes, DAP is inclusive and adaptable, allowing educators to modify activities
and environments to support children with special needs in ways that promote
their development alongside peers.

What role do families play in developmentally
appropriate practice?

Families are vital partners in DAP; educators collaborate with families to
understand the child's background, culture, and needs, ensuring consistency
and support between home and school.

How does developmentally appropriate practice
support social-emotional development?

DAP supports social-emotional development by providing nurturing
environments, promoting positive relationships, teaching self-regulation
skills, and encouraging cooperative play and communication.

What challenges might educators face when applying
developmentally appropriate practice?

Challenges include balancing curriculum standards with individual needs,
limited resources, diverse classroom populations, and ensuring ongoing
professional development to stay informed about best practices.

Additional Resources

Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs: Navigating
Effective Educational Strategies



developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs serves as a
cornerstone for fostering optimal growth and learning among young children.
Rooted in extensive research and guided by pedagogical frameworks, these
practices ensure that educational experiences align with children’s age,
individual needs, and cultural contexts. As early childhood education
continues to evolve, understanding and implementing developmentally
appropriate practices (DAP) remains pivotal for educators, policymakers, and
caregivers committed to nurturing well-rounded learners.

Understanding Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in Early Childhood Programs

Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs refers to
teaching methods and learning environments that are tailored to the
developmental stages of children, typically from birth through age eight.
This approach acknowledges that children develop at varying rates and have
diverse ways of engaging with the world. By aligning educational content and
strategies with children's cognitive, social, emotional, and physical
capabilities, DAP optimizes learning outcomes and promotes holistic
development.

Unlike rigid curriculum models, developmentally appropriate practices
emphasize flexibility, responsiveness, and respect for children's
individuality. The National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) has been instrumental in defining and advocating for these practices,
emphasizing three core considerations: knowledge of child development and
learning, understanding of each child as an individual, and awareness of the
social and cultural contexts children inhabit.

Key Principles of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice

At the heart of successful early childhood programs lies the integration of
several foundational principles:

e Age Appropriateness: Activities and teaching strategies are designed to
be suitable for children’s typical developmental stages.

e Individual Appropriateness: Recognizes children's unique temperaments,
interests, and learning styles.

e Cultural and Social Context: Incorporates children's backgrounds and
family contexts to make learning relevant and meaningful.



These principles not only support children’s immediate learning but also lay
the groundwork for lifelong educational engagement.

Implementation Strategies in Early Childhood
Settings

Applying developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs
demands careful curriculum planning, responsive teaching, and ongoing
assessment. Educators must be adept at observing children’s behavior and
adapting instruction to support emerging skills.

Creating Responsive Learning Environments

Physical environments play a crucial role in facilitating developmentally
appropriate experiences. Classrooms designed with varied learning
centers—such as blocks, art, literacy, and sensory play-allow children to
explore at their own pace. Materials should be accessible and safe,
encouraging autonomy and discovery.

Moreover, the balance between structured activities and child-initiated play
is essential. Research indicates that play-based learning, a hallmark of DAP,
enhances creativity, problem-solving, and social competence. Educators serve
as facilitators rather than directors, guiding interactions and scaffolding
learning without dominating the child’s explorations.

Curriculum and Instructional Practices

Curricula that embrace developmentally appropriate practice avoid a one-size-
fits-all approach. Instead, educators utilize ongoing assessments to tailor
lessons to children’s readiness and interests. For example, literacy
instruction may incorporate storytelling, phonological awareness activities,
and manipulative letters, adjusted to each child'’s developmental stage.

Additionally, fostering social-emotional skills is a critical aspect of DAP.
Programs incorporate activities that teach empathy, self-regulation, and
cooperation, recognizing these competencies as vital for future academic
success and personal well-being.

Benefits and Challenges of Developmentally
Appropriate Practice



The adoption of developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood
programs offers numerous advantages but is not without challenges.

Advantages

e Enhanced Engagement: Children are more motivated to learn when
activities resonate with their developmental level and interests.

e Improved Learning Outcomes: Tailored instruction supports mastery of
concepts and skills appropriate for each child.

e Positive Social Development: Emphasizing social and emotional growth
fosters strong peer relationships and self-confidence.

e Cultural Relevance: Considering diverse backgrounds supports inclusivity
and respect for differences.

Challenges

* Resource Intensive: Designing individualized learning experiences
requires time, training, and materials that may strain program budgets.

e Teacher Preparedness: Not all educators receive sufficient professional
development to implement DAP effectively.

e Pressure for Standardization: In some educational systems, standardized
testing and rigid curricula can conflict with the flexibility DAP
demands.

» Balancing Assessment with Play: Finding the right balance between
evaluation and free exploration remains complex.

Comparative Perspectives: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice Versus Traditional
Approaches

Contrasting developmentally appropriate practice with more traditional early
childhood education methods highlights important distinctions. Traditional



models often emphasize direct instruction, early academic skills acquisition,
and a uniform curriculum. While such approaches may prepare children for
formal schooling, they can overlook individual developmental readiness and
socio-emotional needs.

In contrast, DAP prioritizes child-centered learning, recognizing that
premature academic pressure may hinder natural curiosity and motivation.
Several longitudinal studies suggest that children exposed to developmentally
appropriate environments demonstrate better long-term academic performance
and emotional adjustment compared to peers in rigid, academically driven
settings.

Global Implementation and Cultural Adaptation

Globally, the principles of developmentally appropriate practice are adapted
to various cultural and educational contexts. For instance, Scandinavian
countries integrate DAP extensively within their preschool systems, often
emphasizing outdoor learning and social collaboration. Conversely, in some
regions with resource limitations, applying DAP can be challenging due to
large class sizes and limited materials.

Nevertheless, international organizations increasingly advocate for DAP
frameworks that respect cultural diversity while upholding developmental
science. This balance ensures that early childhood programs remain relevant
and effective across different populations.

The Role of Policy and Professional Development

Effective implementation of developmentally appropriate practice in early
childhood programs hinges on supportive policies and ongoing educator
training. Policymakers play a vital role in establishing standards that
prioritize developmental appropriateness and allocate resources for quality
programming.

Professional development opportunities enable educators to deepen their
understanding of child development theories, observation techniques, and
culturally responsive teaching. Moreover, collaboration among teachers,
families, and communities strengthens the ecosystem around the child,
ensuring consistency and reinforcement of developmentally suitable
experiences.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

The landscape of early childhood education continues to evolve with advances
in neuroscience and pedagogical research. Technology integration, for



example, is a growing area where developmentally appropriate practice must be
carefully considered to balance screen time with active, hands-on learning.

Additionally, increasing attention to equity and inclusion calls for DAP
approaches that address diverse learning needs, including children with
disabilities and those from marginalized groups. Tailoring practices to
support all learners underscores the adaptability and relevance of
developmentally appropriate frameworks.

The ongoing dialogue between theory, research, and practice ensures that
developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs remains a
dynamic and essential field, guiding educators toward nurturing environments
where every child can thrive.

Developmentally Appropriate Practice In Early Childhood
Programs

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through
Age 8 Sue Bredekamp, 1987 This book represents the early childhood profession's consensus
definition of developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs. It is intended for use
by teachers, administrators, parents and policy makers.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8,
Fourth Edition (Fully Revised and Updated) Naeyc, 2021-08 The long-awaited new edition of
NAEYC's book Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs is here, fully
revised and updated! Since the first edition in 1987, it has been an essential resource for the early
childhood education field. Early childhood educators have a professional responsibility to plan and
implement intentional, developmentally appropriate learning experiences that promote the social
and emotional development, physical development and health, cognitive development, and general
learning competencies of each child served. But what is developmentally appropriate practice
(DAP)? DAP is a framework designed to promote young children's optimal learning and development
through a strengths-based approach to joyful, engaged learning. As educators make decisions to
support each child's learning and development, they consider what they know about (1) commonality
in children's development and learning, (2) each child as an individual (within the context of their
family and community), and (3) everything discernible about the social and cultural contexts for each
child, each educator, and the program as a whole. This latest edition of the book is fully revised to
underscore the critical role social and cultural contexts play in child development and learning,
including new research about implicit bias and teachers' own context and consideration of advances
in neuroscience. Educators implement developmentally appropriate practice by recognizing the
many assets all young children bring to the early learning program as individuals and as members of
families and communities. They also develop an awareness of their own context. Building on each
child's strengths, educators design and implement learning settings to help each child achieve their
full potential across all domains of development and across all content areas.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Integrated Curriculum
and Developmentally Appropriate Practice Craig H. Hart, Diane C. Burts, Rosalind Charlesworth,
1997-07-10 This volume combines research and practice on integrated developmentally appropriate
curriculum in a manner that will help theorists, researchers, parents, school administrators, and
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teachers understand how to match early childhood teaching practices to the integrated manner that
young children naturally think and learn. The book features specialists in each of the traditional
curriculum areas (e.g., math, science, literacy) who share their expertise on how to accomplish this
in practical and meaningful ways based on NAEYC and other professional organization guidelines.
What an integrated curriculum means for assessment, children with disabilities, guidance,
parenting, social development, and multicultural perspectives in early childhood education is also
covered.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Bredekamp, 1988

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Casebook:
Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from
Birth Through Age 8' Pamela Brillante, Jennifer Chen, Stephany Cuevas, Christyn Dundorf, Emily
Brown Hoffman, Daniel R Meier, Gayle Mindes, Lisa R Roy, 2023 Case studies provide real-world
examples that make for rich discussions and greater learning in educational and professional
development settings. Engage with case studies on developmentally appropriate practice to enhance
your knowledge and skills. Developmentally appropriate practice (DAP) requires a nuanced
understanding of child development, individual children, and the social and cultural contexts of
children, families, and educators. This casebook presents nearly 50 cases addressing infancy
through third grade and across multiple, diverse settings. Written and edited by teacher educators,
researchers, classroom teachers, and other early childhood professionals, these cases offer unique
opportunities for critical thinking and discussion on practice that supports all children and families.
The cases are organized into eight parts that reflect the six guidelines of DAP plus the topics of
supporting children with disabilities and supporting dual language learners. Brief overviews of each
guideline and the additional topics set the stage for study of the cases. Each case provides an
opportunity to Make connections to the fourth edition of Developmentally Appropriate Practice in
Early Childhood Programs Think critically about the influence of context on educator, child, and
family actions Discuss the effectiveness of the teaching practices and how they might be improved
Support your responses with evidence from the DAP position statement and book Explore next steps
beyond the case details Apply the learning to your own situation Use this book as a companion to the
fourth edition of Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs in higher
education coursework, as professional development in programs, or for stand-alone study.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Sue Bredekamp, Carol Copple, 1997-01-01 This
volume spells out more fully the principles undergirding developmentally appropriate practice and
guidelines for making decisions in the classroom for young children.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Curriculum Marjorie J. Kostelnik, Anne Keil Soderman, Alice Phipps Whiren, 1999 This
volume compiles the perspectives of a multi-author team examining the entire spectrum of burn
reconstruction and long-term treatment. Individual chapters cover basic aspects of wound healing
and scarring, and those of plastic surgery relating to tissue rearrangement and the use of flaps, as
well as the long-term use of skin and skin substitutes. Furthermore, topics such as rehabilitation and
scar management are addressed in detail. This part provides detailed reconstruction guidelines
divided by anatomic region (e.g. face, hands,...), as well as aspects of future trends and prospects in
burn reconstruction, among which are e.g. allotransplantation and bionics.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice Carol Gestwicki, 2007 Examines the concepts of developmentally appropriate
practice as they relate to the education of children from birth to age eight; discusses appropriate
physical, social/emotional, and cognitive/language/literacy environments for specific age groups; and
explores the process of making changes for teachers.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Curriculum Marjorie J. Kostelnik, Anne K. Soderman, Michelle L. Rupiper, Alice P.



Whiren, 2018-01-11 Help future teachers create the best programs for young children ages three
through eight Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum: Best Practices in Early Childhood Education
is an all-in-one guide that brings together everything pre-service teachers need to implement an
integrated, developmental approach to curriculum-based instruction. The 7th Edition addresses all
aspects of classroom life-conceptualization, planning, implementation, and evaluation-for children
ages three through eight. This comprehensive, cohesive approach emphasizes the how of curriculum
development, as well as the what and why. With practical, research-based guidelines, sample
activities and lesson plans for each curriculum domain, and a focus on teaching methods, readers
have the tools they need to translate theory into age-appropriate practice that accommodates
individual, social, and cultural differences. Improve mastery and retention with the Enhanced
Pearson eText* The Enhanced Pearson eText provides a rich, interactive learning environment
designed to improve student mastery of content with embedded videos and interactive quizzes.The
Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging. The interactive, multimedia learning features were developed
by the authors and other subject-matter experts to deepen and enrich the learning experience.
Convenient. Enjoy instant online access from your computer or download the Pearson eText App to
read on or offline on your iPad® and Android® tablet.** Affordable. Experience the advantages of
the Enhanced Pearson eText along with all the benefits of print for 40% to 50% less than a print
bound book. *The Enhanced eText features are only available in the Pearson eText format. They are
not available in third-party eTexts or downloads. **The Pearson eText App is available on Google
Play and in the App Store. It requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7 or 10 tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later.
NOTE: You are purchasing an access card only. Before purchasing, check with your instructor to
confirm the correct ISBN. Several versions of the Enhanced Pearson eText may exist for each title,
and registrations are not transferable. To register for and use the Enhanced Pearson eText, you may
also need a Course ID, which your instructor will provide. If purchasing or renting from companies
other than Pearson, the access codes for the Enhanced Pearson eText may not be included, may be
incorrect, or may be previously redeemed. Check with the seller before completing your purchase.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Culture and Child
Development in Early Childhood Programs Carollee Howes, 2010 Early childhood education
programs are expected to provide exemplary care for all children—poor and affluent, children of
color and White children—while also adapting care to include children’s families and cultures. These
two sets of expectations are often difficult for teachers and programs to meet. In this book, Carollee
Howes shows how high-quality programs successfully adapt child development guidelines within
cultural contexts, and why quality needs to be and can be measured in culturally specific ways. This
important book: Closely examines ECE programs considered exemplary for low-income children of
color. Shows how directors and teachers successfully use practices derived from their cultural
communities to implement universal standards of child care. Identifies the commonalities in good
early childhood programs that are shared across class, race, and ethnic communities. Offers best
practices based on extensive assessments, interviews, and observations. “Will have immediate
relevance for policy debates, for understanding the mechanisms of program effects, and for
educators who wish to deepen their knowledge of practice.” —Robert C. Pianta, University of
Virginia “I urge all higher education faculty, in-service teacher trainers, accreditation observers,
researchers, text-book writers and policymakers of standards to read this book.” —From the
Foreword by Louise Derman-Sparks

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice In Early Childhood Programs C.; & Bredekamp Copple (S.), 2009

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Effective Practices in
Early Childhood Education Sue Bredekamp, 2019-02-08 Provide the building blocks for
understanding effective practices in early childhood education Inspired by her own classroom
experiences, Sue Bredekamp designed Revel Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education:
Building a Foundation to empower a new generation of teachers who can make a difference in
children's lives. An entire chapter introduces readers to developmentally appropriate practices




(DAP) for early childhood education. Subsequent chapters are organized according to the NAEYC
guidelines, which Bredekamp has co-authored for over 30 years. Building on the DAP framework,
Bredekamp focuses on three themes that are essential to quality teaching: intentional teaching,
developmentally appropriate curriculum, and evidence-based, effective practices. The 4th Edition
introduces a new theme, the importance of developing children's executive function, self-regulation,
and positive approaches to learning. Expanded discussions of ways to support and protect the role of
play in children's education, a completely revised chapter on STEM teaching and learning, and a
greater focus on culturally responsive curriculum keep readers up to date on the dynamic field of
early education. Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education, 4th Edition is also available via
Revel(TM), an interactive learning environment that enables students to read, practice, and study in
one continuous experience.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice Carol Gestwicki, 2012-11-02 Designed to meet the needs of new early
childhood students as well as experienced teachers, professionals, and parents, this text provides an
overview of the concepts and theoretical foundations of appropriate practices in every
developmental domain and discusses the practical implications for teachers and caregivers. --

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Revel for Effective
Practices in Early Childhood Education Access Card Sue Bredekamp, 2019-06-11 This ISBN is for
the Revel(TM) access card. Revel(TM) is Pearson's newest way of delivering our respected content.
Fully digital and highly engaging, Revel replaces the textbook and gives students everything they
need for the course. Informed by extensive research on how people read, think, and learn, Revel is
an interactive learning environment that enables students to read, practice, and study in one
continuous experience - for less than the cost of a traditional textbook. Provide the building blocks
for understanding effective practices in early childhood education Inspired by her own classroom
experiences, Sue Bredekamp designed Revel Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education:
Building a Foundation to empower a new generation of teachers who can make a difference in
children's lives. An entire chapter introduces readers to developmentally appropriate practices
(DAP) for early childhood education. Subsequent chapters are organized according to the NAEYC
guidelines, which Bredekamp has co-authored for over 30 years. Building on the DAP framework,
Bredekamp focuses on three themes that are essential to quality teaching: intentional teaching,
developmentally appropriate curriculum, and evidence-based, effective practices. The 4th Edition
introduces a new theme, the importance of developing children's executive function, self-regulation,
and positive approaches to learning. Expanded discussions of ways to support and protect the role of
play in children's education, a completely revised chapter on STEM teaching and learning, and a
greater focus on culturally responsive curriculum keep readers up to date on the dynamic field of
early education. NOTE: You are purchasing an access card only. Revel is a fully digital delivery of
Pearson content. This ISBN is for the standalone Revel access card. Before purchasing, check with
your instructor to confirm the correct ISBN. In addition to this access card, you will need a course
invite link, provided by your instructor, to register for and use Revel.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Effective Practices in
Early Childhood Education Sue Bredekamp, 2010-01-04 This text, written by one of the foremost
authorities in the field, provides the building blocks for understanding effective practices in early
childhood education. Building upon the Developmentally Appropriate Practice framework that she
conceptualized, Sue Bredekamp shows how effective teaching practices can make a difference in the
lives of young children. The book is designed to prepare a new generation of early childhood
professionals by helping them construct a cohesive understanding of this dynamic field by reading
about it in Bredekamp’s clear and engaging presentation, seeing it in action through integrated
classroom videos, and reinforcing it online in MyEducationLab assignable exercises. Demonstrates
How Current Research Informs Effective Practices Each chapter includesWhat Works,which
presents research-based practices in action, including descriptions of demonstrated effective
practices such as dialogic reading and engaging children in planning. Expert Lensfeatures focus on



culture, linguistic diversity, and children with disabilities and special needs. Preeminent
professionals in the field-Carol Brunson Day, Gail Joseph, and Luis Hernandez-present their
perspectives on key topics. The terms and definitions used in this text contribute to establishing a
shared vocabulary for all of those in and entering the field. Describes What Effective Teachers Do to
Enhance Children’s Learning and Development This text emphasizes the notion that effective
teachers are purposeful in everything they do. Effective teachers have the knowledge to make
informed decisions and adapt for individual differences in children throughout the day. Many of the
features in the text were contributed by Carol Copple. Becoming an Intentional Teacherfeatures get
into the heads of what teachers are thinking andhowandwhythey select the strategies they do. How
Would You Respond?features are critical thinking, classroom-based exercises that ask students to
make informed decisions to address situations. Chapter 9,Teaching to Enhance Learning and
Development, is a unique, practical chapter that focuses on teaching strategies that work. Building
Teaching Skills and Dispositions andActivities and Applicationson MyEducationLab are assignable
exercises in key areas such as planning a culturally responsive curriculum and making decisions
about what is developmentally appropriate. Focuses on Curriculum Content and What Is Important
for Children’s Learning and Development Chapters 12-15 focus on the goals for young children’s
learning and development in language, literacy, and the arts; math, science, and technology;
social-emotional learning and social studies; and physical fitness and health. Play is integrated
throughout as an effective means to support all domains of development and promote effective
learning in all curriculum content areas. The emphasis on implementing effective curriculum
includes current issues, such as the goal of aligning prekindergarten and primary education,
research on what predicts later success in school, and expectations for teacher qualifications.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Suzanne Dillow, 1995

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Infants National Association for
the Education of Young Children, 1989

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Younger Preschoolers National
Association for the Education of Young Children, 1989

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Preschool Appropriate
Practices: Environment, Curriculum, and Development Janice J. Beaty, 2018-03-08 PRESCHOOL
APPROPRIATE PRACTICES, 5th Edition, helps future and current teachers create self-directed
learning environments in their classrooms. Each chapter helps students learn how to set up one type
of learning center (e.g., music/dance), including instructions on what to include in the center and
how children can use it. The self-directed learning approach encourages children to become involved
in their own learning. A second theme emphasizes the teacher's role as a facilitator, helping readers
understand how to: 1) observe children's developmental levels, 2) provide developmentally
appropriate activities, 3) serve as a behavior model, and 4) best support children in their learning.
Learning activities, some of which incorporate children's picture books, exemplify the NAEYC's
developmentally appropriate practice (DAP). Chapters also incorporate NAEYC accreditation
criteria. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product
text may not be available in the ebook version.

developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in School-age Child Care Programs Kay M. Albrecht, Margaret C. Plantz, 1991
This is a companion document to Quality criteria for school-age child care programs. This document
identifies principles and components of programming that reflects the characteristics and needs of
school-age children.



Related to developmentally appropriate practice in early
childhood programs

DAP: Defining Developmentally Appropriate Practice - NAEYC NAEYC defines
“developmentally appropriate practice” as methods that promote each child’s optimal development
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