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Cognitive Science Major at Rutgers: Exploring the Mind at a Leading University

cognitive science major rutgers is an exciting academic path that attracts students interested in
understanding the complexities of the human mind, behavior, and intelligence. Rutgers University,
known for its diverse and comprehensive programs, offers a robust cognitive science major that
blends multiple disciplines such as psychology, neuroscience, computer science, linguistics, and
philosophy. If you’re curious about what makes Rutgers a great choice for studying cognitive
science, this article will provide you with insightful information about the program, its unique
features, and what you can expect as a student.

What is Cognitive Science and Why Choose Rutgers?

Cognitive science is an interdisciplinary field dedicated to studying how minds work—how people
think, learn, remember, and perceive the world around them. It combines theories and methods from
various areas like psychology, artificial intelligence, linguistics, and biology to unravel the mysteries
of cognition.

Rutgers stands out as a destination for cognitive science majors because of its commitment to
research and collaboration across departments. The university’s program encourages students to
engage with cutting-edge research and offers access to a wide range of resources, including labs
equipped for neuroscience experiments and computational modeling.

Interdisciplinary Approach at Rutgers

One of the key strengths of a cognitive science major at Rutgers is its truly interdisciplinary
curriculum. Rather than focusing narrowly on one aspect of cognition, students explore multiple
perspectives to gain a comprehensive understanding. Courses often cover:

Neuroscience fundamentals and brain imaging techniques

Computational models of cognition and artificial intelligence

Linguistics and the structure of language

Philosophical questions about consciousness and mind

Psychological theories of learning and memory

This broad approach equips students with versatile skills that are highly valuable in both academic
research and industry careers.



Academic Opportunities and Curriculum Highlights

The cognitive science major at Rutgers is designed to balance theoretical knowledge with practical
application. Students typically start with foundational courses in psychology and computer science
before moving into more specialized topics.

Core Coursework and Electives

The curriculum includes a mix of required classes and electives, allowing students to tailor their
studies to their interests. Some popular courses include:

Introduction to Cognitive Science

Neurobiology and Behavior

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning

Psycholinguistics

Philosophy of Mind

Additionally, students can take advantage of electives from related fields such as data science,
robotics, and clinical psychology to deepen their expertise.

Research and Hands-On Experience

Rutgers emphasizes experiential learning, so cognitive science majors have many opportunities to
participate in research projects. Whether working alongside professors in neuroscience labs or
contributing to AI development teams, students gain invaluable hands-on experience.

Undergraduate research can also lead to presentations at conferences or co-authoring papers,
helping students build strong resumes for graduate school or competitive job markets.

Career Paths for Cognitive Science Graduates from
Rutgers

A cognitive science degree from Rutgers opens doors to a diverse range of careers. Employers value
graduates who understand human cognition and can apply this knowledge in technology, healthcare,
education, and more.



Popular Career Options

Data Scientist or Analyst: Using cognitive models to interpret complex data sets.

Human-Computer Interaction Specialist: Designing user-friendly technology interfaces.

Neuroscientist or Researcher: Investigating brain function and disorders.

Artificial Intelligence Engineer: Developing intelligent systems inspired by human
cognition.

Speech-Language Pathologist: Applying linguistics and psychology to help individuals with
communication disorders.

Rutgers also provides career services and internships that connect students with companies and
research institutes, helping them gain relevant experience before graduation.

Student Life and Support at Rutgers for Cognitive
Science Majors

Studying cognitive science at Rutgers isn’t just about academics—it’s also about being part of a
vibrant community that shares your intellectual curiosity.

Clubs and Organizations

Students can join cognitive science-related groups, such as the Rutgers Cognitive Science Society,
which hosts guest lectures, workshops, and networking events. These clubs provide a platform to
meet peers, discuss the latest research, and explore career opportunities.

Academic Advising and Resources

Rutgers offers dedicated academic advisors for cognitive science majors who help with course
planning, research opportunities, and career guidance. Additionally, the university’s libraries and
technology centers provide extensive resources for independent study and group projects.

Workshops and Seminars

Throughout the academic year, the cognitive science department organizes seminars featuring
prominent researchers from around the world. Attending these events allows students to stay



updated on emerging trends and innovations in the field.

Tips for Prospective Students Interested in Cognitive
Science at Rutgers

If you’re considering the cognitive science major at Rutgers, here are some tips to help you get the
most out of your experience:

Explore Interdisciplinary Courses Early: Take classes in psychology, computer science, and1.
philosophy to discover which aspect of cognitive science excites you most.

Engage in Research: Reach out to professors and labs as soon as possible to find research2.
assistant positions.

Take Advantage of Internships: Apply for internships that align with your career goals,3.
whether in tech, healthcare, or academia.

Network Actively: Attend department events and join student organizations to build4.
connections.

Stay Curious and Open-Minded: Cognitive science is a rapidly evolving field—embrace new5.
ideas and technologies as you progress.

By following these strategies, you’ll be well-positioned to thrive in the cognitive science major at
Rutgers and beyond.

---

Rutgers University’s cognitive science major offers a rich, interdisciplinary education that prepares
students for a variety of exciting career paths. With access to top-notch faculty, research
opportunities, and a supportive community, students can deeply explore the mysteries of the mind
and contribute to advancements in science and technology. Whether your passion lies in
understanding brain function, developing AI systems, or exploring the philosophy of consciousness,
Rutgers provides the tools and environment to help you succeed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What courses are included in the Cognitive Science major at
Rutgers?
The Cognitive Science major at Rutgers includes interdisciplinary courses from psychology,
computer science, linguistics, philosophy, and neuroscience, covering topics such as cognitive
psychology, artificial intelligence, language acquisition, and neural mechanisms.



What career opportunities are available for graduates with a
Cognitive Science degree from Rutgers?
Graduates with a Cognitive Science degree from Rutgers can pursue careers in fields like artificial
intelligence, human-computer interaction, data analysis, neuroscience research, user experience
design, and cognitive psychology.

Is there a research component or lab work involved in the
Rutgers Cognitive Science program?
Yes, the Rutgers Cognitive Science program encourages students to participate in research and lab
work, often collaborating with faculty on projects related to brain function, language processing, AI,
and human cognition.

Are there any minors or specializations available within the
Cognitive Science major at Rutgers?
At Rutgers, students can choose to minor or focus on related areas such as Neuroscience, Computer
Science, Linguistics, or Psychology to complement their Cognitive Science major.

What are the admission requirements for the Cognitive
Science major at Rutgers University?
Admission to Rutgers generally requires a high school diploma with strong academic performance,
especially in science and math courses. Specific Cognitive Science major requirements may include
completing prerequisite courses and maintaining a certain GPA.

Does Rutgers offer graduate programs related to Cognitive
Science?
Yes, Rutgers offers graduate programs in related fields such as Cognitive Science, Neuroscience,
Psychology, and Computer Science, allowing students to further specialize and conduct advanced
research.

Additional Resources
Cognitive Science Major at Rutgers: An In-Depth Exploration

cognitive science major rutgers represents a significant academic pathway for students
interested in the interdisciplinary study of the mind, brain, and intelligent behavior. Rutgers
University, a prominent public research institution, offers a robust cognitive science program that
combines elements of psychology, computer science, linguistics, philosophy, neuroscience, and
anthropology. This article examines the structure, opportunities, and unique features of pursuing a
cognitive science major at Rutgers, providing critical insights for prospective students and academic
professionals alike.



The Academic Framework of the Cognitive Science
Major at Rutgers

Rutgers’ cognitive science curriculum is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of
cognitive processes, integrating theoretical foundations with practical applications. The major
emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach, reflecting the inherently multifaceted nature of cognitive
science as a field.

Students engage with core courses that cover foundational topics such as perception, memory,
language, artificial intelligence, and neural mechanisms. This is supplemented by electives drawn
from the university’s strong departments in psychology, computer science, linguistics, and
philosophy, allowing students to tailor their coursework to specific interests within cognitive
science.

Core Curriculum and Interdisciplinary Integration

The cognitive science major at Rutgers incorporates a set of required courses that establish a solid
theoretical base. For instance, introductory courses in cognitive psychology and computational
modeling are central to the program. Students also study linguistics to understand language
processing and philosophy to explore questions about the nature of mind and consciousness.

In addition to these core classes, Rutgers facilitates interdisciplinary learning through joint offerings
and research opportunities across departments. This approach equips students with diverse
analytical tools and methodologies, from experimental design and statistical analysis to
programming and formal logic.

Research Opportunities and Hands-On Experience

A notable advantage of Rutgers’ cognitive science program is its emphasis on research.
Undergraduate students are encouraged to participate in faculty-led projects, internships, and
independent studies. The university’s extensive research infrastructure, including labs focused on
neural imaging, artificial intelligence, and language acquisition, offers students invaluable exposure
to cutting-edge cognitive science investigations.

Furthermore, Rutgers' location and network provide access to internships in tech companies,
healthcare institutions, and cognitive research centers in the New Jersey and New York metropolitan
area, enriching practical experience and career readiness.

Comparative Perspective: Rutgers vs. Other Cognitive
Science Programs

When evaluating Rutgers’ cognitive science major against other prominent programs, several factors
stand out. Rutgers balances theoretical rigor with practical application, supported by a large,



research-intensive university environment. While private institutions might offer smaller class sizes
or specialized tracks, Rutgers’ public university status often translates into more affordable tuition,
diverse student demographics, and broad resource availability.

For example, compared to cognitive science programs at universities like UC San Diego or
University of Pennsylvania, Rutgers provides a similarly interdisciplinary curriculum but with
potentially greater flexibility in course selection due to its varied department offerings.

Faculty Expertise and Academic Mentorship

Rutgers boasts a distinguished faculty in cognitive science-related fields, many of whom are active
researchers contributing to advancements in neuroscience, artificial intelligence, and
psycholinguistics. This expertise allows students not only to learn from leaders in the field but also
to gain mentorship that can guide academic and professional development.

Such faculty involvement is critical in a field as dynamic as cognitive science, where emerging
technologies and theoretical frameworks continually reshape understanding of cognition and
behavior.

Career Paths and Professional Outcomes

Graduates of the cognitive science major at Rutgers are well-positioned for diverse career
trajectories. The interdisciplinary training equips students for roles in data analysis, user experience
design, artificial intelligence, human-computer interaction, cognitive neuroscience research, and
beyond.

Moreover, many alumni pursue graduate studies in cognitive science, psychology, neuroscience,
computer science, or related disciplines, leveraging Rutgers’ strong foundation to gain admission to
competitive graduate programs.

Industry Connections and Alumni Network

Rutgers maintains active connections with industries and research institutions, facilitating
internships and job placements for cognitive science students. The university’s extensive alumni
network further supports career advancement through mentorship, networking events, and
professional development resources.

Strengths and Considerations of Choosing Rutgers for
Cognitive Science

Strengths: Interdisciplinary curriculum, strong research opportunities, experienced faculty,



affordability for in-state students, and proximity to major metropolitan hubs.

Considerations: Larger class sizes compared to smaller private institutions, potential
variability in course availability depending on department scheduling, and the need for
proactive student engagement to maximize research and internship opportunities.

The cognitive science major at Rutgers is well-suited for students who value a broad,
interdisciplinary education with access to research and practical experiences. Its integration of
multiple disciplines reflects the evolving nature of cognitive science as a field, preparing graduates
to contribute meaningfully to both academic inquiry and industry innovation.

As cognitive science continues to expand its influence across technology, healthcare, and education,
Rutgers’ program offers a compelling option for students dedicated to exploring the complexities of
the mind and intelligent systems within a vibrant academic community.
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  cognitive science major rutgers: Proceedings of the Eighteenth Annual Conference of
the Cognitive Science Society Garrison W. Cottrell, 2019-02-21 This volume features the complete
text of all regular papers, posters, and summaries of symposia presented at the 18th annual meeting
of the Cognitive Science Society. Papers have been loosely grouped by topic, and an author index is
provided in the back. In hopes of facilitating searches of this work, an electronic index on the
Internet's World Wide Web is provided. Titles, authors, and summaries of all the papers published
here have been placed in an online database which may be freely searched by anyone. You can reach
the Web site at: http://www.cse.ucsd.edu/events/cogsci96/proceedings. You may view the table of
contents for this volume on the LEA Web site at: http://www.erlbaum.com.
  cognitive science major rutgers: The MIT Encyclopedia of the Cognitive Sciences
(MITECS) Robert A. Wilson, Frank C. Keil, 2001-09-04 Since the 1970s the cognitive sciences have
offered multidisciplinary ways of understanding the mind and cognition. The MIT Encyclopedia of
the Cognitive Sciences (MITECS) is a landmark, comprehensive reference work that represents the
methodological and theoretical diversity of this changing field. At the core of the encyclopedia are
471 concise entries, from Acquisition and Adaptationism to Wundt and X-bar Theory. Each article,
written by a leading researcher in the field, provides an accessible introduction to an important
concept in the cognitive sciences, as well as references or further readings. Six extended essays,
which collectively serve as a roadmap to the articles, provide overviews of each of six major areas of
cognitive science: Philosophy; Psychology; Neurosciences; Computational Intelligence; Linguistics
and Language; and Culture, Cognition, and Evolution. For both students and researchers, MITECS
will be an indispensable guide to the current state of the cognitive sciences.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Philosophical Inquiry Jonathan Eric Adler, Catherine Z.
Elgin, 2007-01-01 Provides a problems-oriented approach. This book contains substantial readings
from major classical and contemporary thinkers engaged in philosophical inquiry.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Linguistics Meets Philosophy Daniel Altshuler,
2022-10-13 With input from a team of scholars, this book brings together linguistics and philosophy,
empowering new conversations in the process.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Educating Children with Autism National Research
Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on Educational

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/cognitive-science-major-rutgers.pdf


Interventions for Children with Autism, 2001-10-11 Autism is a word most of us are familiar with.
But do we really know what it means? Children with autism are challenged by the most essential
human behaviors. They have difficulty interacting with other people-often failing to see people as
people rather than simply objects in their environment. They cannot easily communicate ideas and
feelings, have great trouble imagining what others think or feel, and in some cases spend their lives
speechless. They frequently find it hard to make friends or even bond with family members. Their
behavior can seem bizarre. Education is the primary form of treatment for this mysterious condition.
This means that we place important responsibilities on schools, teachers and children's parents, as
well as the other professionals who work with children with autism. With the passage of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1975, we accepted responsibility for educating children
who face special challenges like autism. While we have since amassed a substantial body of
research, researchers have not adequately communicated with one another, and their findings have
not been integrated into a proven curriculum. Educating Children with Autism outlines an
interdisciplinary approach to education for children with autism. The committee explores what
makes education effective for the child with autism and identifies specific characteristics of
programs that work. Recommendations are offered for choosing educational content and strategies,
introducing interaction with other children, and other key areas. This book examines some
fundamental issues, including: How children's specific diagnoses should affect educational
assessment and planning How we can support the families of children with autism Features of
effective instructional and comprehensive programs and strategies How we can better prepare
teachers, school staffs, professionals, and parents to educate children with autism What policies at
the federal, state, and local levels will best ensure appropriate education, examining strategies and
resources needed to address the rights of children with autism to appropriate education. Children
with autism present educators with one of their most difficult challenges. Through a comprehensive
examination of the scientific knowledge underlying educational practices, programs, and strategies,
Educating Children with Autism presents valuable information for parents, administrators,
advocates, researchers, and policy makers.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Optimality-Theoretic Studies in Spanish Phonology Fernando
Martínez-Gil, Sonia Colina, 2007-03-15 This outstanding volume offers the first comprehensive
collection of optimality-theoretic studies in Spanish phonology. Bringing together most of the
best-known researchers in the field, it presents a state-of-the-art overview of research in Spanish
phonology within the non-derivational framework of optimality theory. The book is structured
around six major areas of phonological research: phonetics–phonology interface, segmental
phonology, syllable structure and stress, morphophonology, language variation and change, and
language acquisition, including general as well as more specialized articles. The reader is guided
through the volume with the help of the introduction and a detailed index. The book will serve as
core reading for advanced graduate-level phonology courses and seminars in Spanish linguistics,
and in general linguistics phonology courses. It will also constitute an essential reference for
researchers in phonology, phonological theory, and Spanish, and related areas, such as language
acquisition, bilingualism, education, and speech and hearing science.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Optimality Theory Alan Prince, Paul Smolensky,
2004-09-24 This book is the final version of the widely-circulated 1993 Technical Report that
introduces a conception of grammar in which well-formedness is defined as optimality with respect
to a ranked set of universal constraints. Final version of the widely circulated 1993 Technical Report
that was the seminal work in Optimality Theory, never before available in book format. Serves as an
excellent introduction to the principles and practice of Optimality Theory. Offers proposals and
analytic commentary that suggest many directions for further development for the professional.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Object Categorization Sven J. Dickinson, 2009-09-07 This
edited volume presents a unique multidisciplinary perspective on the problem of visual object
categorization. The result of a series of four highly successful workshops on the topic, the book
gathers many of the most distinguished researchers from both computer and human vision to reflect



on their experience, identify open problems, and foster a cross-disciplinary discussion with the idea
that parallel problems and solutions have arisen in both domains. Twenty-seven of these workshop
speakers have contributed chapters, including fourteen from computer vision and thirteen from
human vision. Their contributions range from broad perspectives on the problem to more specific
approaches, collectively providing important historical context, identifying the major challenges, and
presenting recent research results. This multidisciplinary collection is the first of its kind on the
topic of object categorization, providing an outstanding context for graduate students and
researchers in both computer and human vision.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Semantic Web Engineering in the Knowledge Society
Cardoso, Jorge, Lytras, Miltiadis D., 2008-10-31 This book lays the foundations for understanding the
concepts and technologies behind the Semantic Web--Provided by publisher.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Robot Ethics Patrick Lin, Keith Abney, George A. Bekey,
2014-01-10 Prominent experts from science and the humanities explore issues in robot ethics that
range from sex to war. Robots today serve in many roles, from entertainer to educator to
executioner. As robotics technology advances, ethical concerns become more pressing: Should
robots be programmed to follow a code of ethics, if this is even possible? Are there risks in forming
emotional bonds with robots? How might society—and ethics—change with robotics? This volume is
the first book to bring together prominent scholars and experts from both science and the
humanities to explore these and other questions in this emerging field. Starting with an overview of
the issues and relevant ethical theories, the topics flow naturally from the possibility of
programming robot ethics to the ethical use of military robots in war to legal and policy questions,
including liability and privacy concerns. The contributors then turn to human-robot emotional
relationships, examining the ethical implications of robots as sexual partners, caregivers, and
servants. Finally, they explore the possibility that robots, whether biological-computational hybrids
or pure machines, should be given rights or moral consideration. Ethics is often slow to catch up
with technological developments. This authoritative and accessible volume fills a gap in both
scholarly literature and policy discussion, offering an impressive collection of expert analyses of the
most crucial topics in this increasingly important field.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Studies on Reduplication Bernhard Hurch, 2011-12-22 For
several reasons, mostly inherent to the different developments of generative grammar, an increasing
number of publications have dealt with reduplication in the past 20 years. Reduplication lends itself
perfectly as a test field for theories that opt for a non-segmental organization of phonology and
morphology. As it happens frequently, then, the discussion centers around a rather small set of data
for which alternative analysis are offered, and which themselves are intended to contribute to the
foundation of new theoretical developments. The present volume (which goes back to a conference
on reduplication at the University of Graz, Austria) offers a broader approach to reduplication not
only from different theoretical viewpoints, but especially for its phenomenology. Across theories a
number of highly qualified authors deal with formal and functional perspectives, with typological
properties, with semantics, comparative issues, the role of reduplication in language acquisition, the
acquisition of reduplicative systems, sign languages, creoles and pidgins, general grammatical and
cognitive principles; the picture is completed by a series of language or language-family specific
studies as on Uto-Aztecan, Salish, Tupi-Guarani, Moroccan and Cairene Arabic, various African
languages, Chinese, Turkish, Indo-European, languages from India, etc. The overall scope of the
conference was to contribute to a new level of discussion of the phenomenon, across theories and
across specializations and interests. Update on Contributor's addresses (PDF)
  cognitive science major rutgers: Philosophy at 3:AM Richard Marshall, 2014-05 The 25
interviews collected in this volume were carried out with the aim of confronting widespread
ignorance about contemporary philosophy. Contemporary philosophical issues are presented
through engaging but serious dialogues that, taken together, offer a glimpse into key debates across
the discipline.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Exploring the Intersection of Science Education and 21st



Century Skills National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education,
Center for Education, Board on Science Education, 2010-02-26 An emerging body of research
suggests that a set of broad 21st century skills-such as adaptability, complex communication skills,
and the ability to solve non-routine problems-are valuable across a wide range of jobs in the national
economy. However, the role of K-12 education in helping students learn these skills is a subject of
current debate. Some business and education groups have advocated infusing 21st century skills
into the school curriculum, and several states have launched such efforts. Other observers argue
that focusing on skills detracts attention from learning of important content knowledge. To explore
these issues, the National Research Council conducted a workshop, summarized in this volume, on
science education as a context for development of 21st century skills. Science is seen as a promising
context because it is not only a body of accepted knowledge, but also involves processes that lead to
this knowledge. Engaging students in scientific processes-including talk and argument, modeling
and representation, and learning from investigations-builds science proficiency. At the same time,
this engagement may develop 21st century skills. Exploring the Intersection of Science Education
and 21st Century Skills addresses key questions about the overlap between 21st century skills and
scientific content and knowledge; explores promising models or approaches for teaching these
abilities; and reviews the evidence about the transferability of these skills to real workplace
applications.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Case Formulation in Cognitive Behaviour Therapy Nicholas
Tarrier, Judith Johnson, 2015-07-06 Since the successful first edition of Case Formulation in
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy, there has been a proliferation of psychological research supporting
the effectiveness of CBT for a range of disorders. Case formulation is the starting point for CBT
treatment, and Case Formulation in Cognitive Behaviour Therapy is unique in both its focus upon
formulation, and the scope and range of ideas and disorders it covers. With a range of expert
contributions, this substantially updated second edition of the book includes chapters addressing;
the evidence base and rationale for using a formulation-driven approach in CBT; disorder-specific
formulation models; the formulation process amongst populations with varying needs; formulation in
supervision and with staff groups. New to the book are chapters that discuss: Formulation amongst
populations with physical health difficulties Formulation approaches to suicidal behaviour
Formulation with staff groups Case Formulation in Cognitive Behaviour Therapy will be an
indispensable guide for experienced therapists and clinical psychologists and counsellors seeking to
continue their professional development and aiming to update their knowledge with the latest
developments in CBT formulation.
  cognitive science major rutgers: Resources in Education , 1988
  cognitive science major rutgers: Meeting of Board of Regents University of Michigan.
Board of Regents, 2000
  cognitive science major rutgers: Schizophrenia Bulletin , 2011
  cognitive science major rutgers: Catalogs of Courses University of California, Berkeley,
1994 Includes general and summer catalogs issued between 1878/1879 and 1995/1997.
  cognitive science major rutgers: English Historical Linguistics. Volume 1 Alexander Bergs,
Laurel J. Brinton, 2012-05-29 No detailed description available for HIST. LINGUISTICS
(BERGS/BRINTON) 1.TLBD HSK 34.1 E-BOOK.
  cognitive science major rutgers: The Oxford Handbook of Vowel Harmony Nancy A. Ritter,
Harry van der Hulst, 2024-09-17 This handbook provides a detailed account of the phenomenon of
vowel harmony, a pattern according to which all vowels within a word must agree for some
phonological property or properties. Vowel harmony has been central in the development of
phonological theories thanks to its cluster of remarkable properties, notably its typically 'unbounded'
character and its non-locality, and because it forms part of the phonology of most world languages.
The five parts of this volume cover all aspects of vowel harmony from a range of theoretical and
methodological perspectives. Part I outlines the types of vowel harmony and some unusual cases,
before Part II explores structural issues such as vowel inventories, the interaction of vowel harmony



and morphological structure, and locality. The chapters in Part III provide an overview of the various
theoretical accounts of the phenomenon, as well as bringing in insights from language acquisition
and psycholinguistics, while Part IV focuses on the historical life cycle of vowel harmony, looking at
topics such as phonetic factors and the effect of language contact. The final part contains 31
chapters that present data and analysis of vowel harmony across all major language families as well
as several isolates, constituting the broadest coverage of the phenomenon to date.
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