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Briony Fer on Abstract Art: Exploring Emotion, Form, and Meaning

briony fer on abstract art opens a fascinating window into the world of non-representational creativity,
where form, color, and emotion blend into a powerful visual language. As an art historian and critic, Briony
Fer offers insightful perspectives that deepen our understanding of abstract art—not just as a style, but as a
dynamic, evolving way of seeing and interpreting the world around us. Whether you’re an artist, collector, or
simply curious about abstract expression, Fer’s viewpoints illuminate the nuances that make abstract art so
compelling.

Understanding Briony Fer on Abstract Art: A Fresh Perspective

Briony Fer on abstract art encourages us to move beyond the surface and conventional definitions. Abstract
art is often misunderstood as chaotic or meaningless, but Fer challenges this by emphasizing its intentionality
and emotional depth. In her writings and lectures, she highlights how abstract artists use non-figurative
elements to evoke feelings, provoke thought, and construct unique narratives.

Rather than relying on recognizable objects or scenes, abstract art invites viewers to engage with the shapes,
colors, lines, and textures in ways that are deeply personal. Fer points out that this engagement requires an
openness to ambiguity and an appreciation for the artist’s internal vision.

The Emotional Resonance of Abstract Art

One of the key themes in Briony Fer on abstract art is the emotional resonance that abstraction can achieve.
Unlike traditional art forms that depict concrete subjects, abstract pieces often express moods, tensions, or
energies. Fer explains that these artworks communicate through what she describes as “visual feeling,”
allowing viewers to tap into universal emotions without the constraints of literal representation.

This emotional connection is why many find abstract art so powerful. The absence of a fixed subject means
that interpretation is fluid and subjective, opening the door to personal reflection and discovery. Fer’s analysis
encourages us to listen to what the artwork “feels” like, rather than what it “looks” like.

The Historical Context in Briony Fer’s Analysis

To fully appreciate Briony Fer on abstract art, it’s important to consider the historical evolution of
abstraction. Fer often traces abstract art back to early 20th-century movements such as Cubism, Futurism,
and Expressionism, showing how these styles laid the groundwork for later developments. She also situates
abstract art within broader social, political, and technological changes, explaining how these forces
influenced artists’ choices to break away from realism.

Fer highlights artists like Wassily Kandinsky and Piet Mondrian, pioneers who believed that abstraction could
reveal deeper spiritual truths and universal harmony. Her historical framing enriches our understanding by
illustrating how abstract art was both a response to and a reflection of its time—a form that continuously
adapts to new cultural landscapes.

Briony Fer on Abstract Art and Contemporary Practice

In today’s art world, abstract art remains vibrant and diverse, a point Briony Fer often emphasizes.



Contemporary abstract artists experiment with mixed media, digital technologies, and unconventional
materials, expanding the boundaries of what abstraction can be. Fer’s commentary encourages viewers and
artists alike to recognize abstraction as a living, evolving practice, not a closed chapter in art history.

She also discusses how contemporary abstract art intersects with identity, politics, and global issues. For
example, some artists use abstraction to explore themes of displacement, memory, or environmental
concerns—adding layers of meaning that resonate with today’s audiences.

How to Engage with Abstract Art According to Briony Fer

Engaging with abstract art can be daunting for newcomers, but Briony Fer on abstract art provides helpful
guidance to make the experience more accessible and rewarding. Here are some of her practical tips:

Slow down and observe: Take time to look at the artwork from different angles and distances. Notice
how colors and forms interact.

Trust your intuition: Allow your feelings and thoughts to guide your interpretation rather than
seeking a “correct” meaning.

Consider the artist’s context: Research the artist’s background and the historical moment of the piece to
deepen your understanding.

Reflect on your response: Think about how the artwork makes you feel, what memories or ideas it
triggers.

Discuss with others: Sharing perspectives can open new ways of seeing and appreciating abstract art.

These strategies reflect Fer’s belief that abstract art is a dialogue between the artist, the artwork, and the
viewer—a dynamic exchange that enriches all participants.

The Role of Form and Color in Briony Fer’s Interpretation

Form and color are central to Briony Fer on abstract art. She often dissects how artists manipulate shapes
and hues to create rhythm, tension, or harmony within a composition. For example, sharp angular forms might
evoke conflict or energy, while soft curves suggest calmness or fluidity. Color choices can amplify emotional
impact—vibrant reds might convey passion or anger, whereas muted blues might evoke melancholy or serenity.

Fer also explores how abstraction plays with space and perspective, sometimes flattening the image or
disrupting traditional depth cues. This manipulation invites viewers to reconsider how we perceive reality and
challenges assumptions about visual representation.

Abstract Art’s Place in the Modern Art Market

Briony Fer on abstract art doesn’t shy away from the commercial side of the art world. Abstract art has
long held a significant place in galleries, auctions, and private collections. Fer notes that its appeal lies
partly in its versatility and emotional accessibility, which can attract a broad audience.

However, she also points out the challenges abstract artists face, such as the pressure to innovate while
maintaining authenticity, and the tension between artistic integrity and market demands. Fer’s nuanced
understanding of these dynamics offers valuable insights for collectors and artists navigating today’s



complex art ecosystem.

Encouraging Emerging Artists Through Fer’s Lens

For emerging artists interested in abstract art, Briony Fer’s perspectives are particularly inspiring. She
encourages experimentation and risk-taking, reminding artists that abstraction is not about adhering to a fixed
formula but about exploring personal expression.

Fer advocates for artists to immerse themselves in art history, study different abstract movements, and find
their own voice within that continuum. She stresses the importance of patience and persistence, as developing a
meaningful abstract practice often involves trial, error, and continual refinement.

Briony Fer on abstract art ultimately champions creativity as a journey—a process of discovery that
transcends stylistic boundaries and connects deeply with human experience.

Through her thoughtful commentary, Briony Fer enriches the conversation around abstract art, inviting us all
to look closer, feel more deeply, and embrace the endless possibilities that abstraction offers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Briony Fer in the context of abstract art?

Briony Fer is a renowned art historian and critic known for her extensive work on abstract art, particularly
focusing on modern and contemporary movements.

What contributions has Briony Fer made to the study of abstract art?

Briony Fer has contributed significantly through her critical essays, curatorial projects, and academic
publications that explore the theoretical and cultural dimensions of abstract art.

Has Briony Fer curated any exhibitions related to abstract art?

Yes, Briony Fer has curated several exhibitions that highlight abstract art, emphasizing its historical
development and conceptual frameworks.

What themes does Briony Fer explore in her analysis of abstract art?

Briony Fer often explores themes such as the relationship between abstraction and representation, the role of
materiality, and the political and social contexts influencing abstract art.

Are there any notable publications by Briony Fer on abstract art?

Briony Fer has authored key publications including essays and books that analyze abstract art's evolution,
its critical reception, and its place within contemporary art discourse.

How does Briony Fer view the role of abstraction in contemporary art?

Briony Fer views abstraction as a vital and dynamic component of contemporary art, offering new ways to
engage with form, meaning, and viewer perception.



What is Briony Fer’s approach to teaching abstract art?

In her teaching, Briony Fer emphasizes critical thinking, contextual understanding, and encourages students to
interrogate the boundaries and definitions of abstract art.

Where can one find lectures or talks by Briony Fer on abstract art?

Lectures and talks by Briony Fer on abstract art can often be found through university art departments,
museum programs, and online platforms such as academic webinars and art symposiums.

Additional Resources
Briony Fer on Abstract Art: An Investigative Perspective

briony fer on abstract art presents a nuanced and critical lens through which the evolving landscape of
abstraction in visual culture can be understood. As a prominent art historian and critic, Fer’s insights offer a
valuable framework for dissecting the complexities and contradictions that define abstract art in both
historical and contemporary contexts. Her approach is neither celebratory nor dismissive but rather
investigative, shedding light on the multifaceted nature of abstraction and its implications within the broader
art world.

Understanding Briony Fer’s Perspective on Abstract Art

Briony Fer situates abstract art as a pivotal movement that challenges traditional modes of representation
and interpretation. Unlike conventional figurative art, abstraction eschews direct depiction, favoring instead a
focus on form, color, and texture to evoke meaning. Fer underscores that abstract art is not merely an
aesthetic departure but a conceptual critique of how reality and perception intersect.

In her analysis, Fer explores how abstraction emerged as a response to the rapid industrialization and socio-
political upheavals of the early 20th century. She emphasizes that abstract artists sought to break free from
mimetic constraints, aiming to capture the intangible essence of experience rather than its surface appearance.
This historical context is vital in appreciating the revolutionary nature of abstraction and its enduring
influence.

The Role of Context in Abstract Art

One of the core arguments in Briony Fer’s discourse is the significance of contextualizing abstract works within
their historical and cultural milieu. She argues that abstract art cannot be fully understood in isolation
from the conditions that produced it. For instance, the shift towards abstraction in the 1910s and 1920s
was deeply intertwined with broader intellectual movements such as Cubism, Futurism, and the rise of
psychoanalysis.

Fer also highlights the post-war period, where abstract expressionism in America reflected both a break from
European traditions and a manifestation of Cold War anxieties. This period saw abstraction become a tool for
artists to negotiate identity, ideology, and existential uncertainty. Fer’s work encourages a reading of
abstract art that acknowledges these layered influences rather than reducing the works to mere formal
exercises.



Key Features and Characteristics of Abstract Art According to
Briony Fer

Briony Fer’s analysis identifies several defining characteristics that distinguish abstract art within the wider
canon of modern and contemporary art:

Non-representational Form: Abstract art prioritizes shapes, lines, and colors that do not directly
reference the natural world, inviting viewers to engage imaginatively.

Emphasis on Materiality: Fer notes that texture, brushwork, and medium play a critical role, making the
physicality of the artwork an integral part of its meaning.

Subjectivity and Ambiguity: Abstract works often resist singular interpretations, encouraging multiple
readings and emotional responses.

Exploration of Space and Composition: The spatial dynamics in abstraction are crucial; artists
manipulate visual elements to create rhythm, tension, or harmony.

These features collectively reveal the complexity of abstract art as a mode of expression that operates
beyond the limits of narrative and representation.

Comparative Insights: Briony Fer on Abstract Art vs. Figurative Traditions

Fer’s scholarship frequently draws comparisons between abstract and figurative art to illuminate the unique
challenges abstraction presents. While figurative art relies on recognizable imagery to convey meaning,
abstract art demands a different kind of visual literacy. Viewers must engage with non-literal cues, which can
be both liberating and disorienting.

By analyzing works by artists such as Kandinsky, Rothko, and Pollock, Fer illustrates how abstraction
redefines the relationship between artist, artwork, and audience. For example, Rothko’s color fields create
immersive environments that evoke emotional resonance without depicting specific scenes, contrasting sharply
with the storytelling functions of figurative painting.

This juxtaposition underscores the transformative potential of abstraction but also highlights why it remains
controversial and often misunderstood within mainstream art discourse.

Critical Reflections on the Contemporary Relevance of Abstract
Art

In addressing the current art scene, Briony Fer on abstract art acknowledges that abstraction continues to
evolve, intersecting with new media, digital technologies, and globalized cultural exchanges. Contemporary
abstract artists often revisit and reinterpret the movement’s foundational principles, blending traditional
techniques with innovative materials and concepts.

Fer points out that while abstraction’s radicalism has been somewhat institutionalized through its canonical
status, it still serves as a vital site for experimentation and critical inquiry. Issues such as identity politics,
environmental concerns, and technological mediation are increasingly explored through abstract frameworks,
demonstrating the form’s adaptability.

Moreover, Fer critiques the commercialization of abstract art within art markets and galleries, noting that



its aesthetic appeal sometimes overshadows its intellectual and political dimensions. This tension between
marketability and meaning remains a significant topic in her analysis.

Pros and Cons of Abstract Art Through Briony Fer’s Lens

Pros:

Encourages open interpretation and emotional engagement.

Breaks traditional boundaries of representation, fostering innovation.

Allows for exploration of universal themes beyond specific narratives.

Cons:

Can be perceived as inaccessible or elitist by general audiences.

Risk of becoming overly formalistic, prioritizing aesthetics over substance.

Potential for commercialization to dilute critical intent.

These balanced reflections provide a comprehensive understanding of the strengths and limitations inherent in
abstract art as discussed by Fer.

Briony Fer’s Influence on Art Criticism and Abstract Art
Scholarship

Briony Fer’s contribution extends beyond analysis into influencing how art historians and critics approach
abstraction. Her insistence on contextual rigor and interpretive openness challenges reductive readings and
encourages a dynamic dialogue between artist, artwork, and viewer.

Her interdisciplinary methodology, combining art history with cultural theory, psychoanalysis, and
philosophy, enriches the discourse surrounding abstract art. This approach facilitates deeper engagement with
abstraction's socio-political implications and aesthetic innovations.

In academic circles, Fer’s work is frequently cited as a model for critical inquiry that resists simplistic
categorizations, advocating for a more inclusive and multifaceted understanding of abstract art’s role in
contemporary culture.

---

Briony Fer on abstract art thus emerges as a critical voice urging both scholars and enthusiasts to
reconsider the movement’s complexities. Her balanced, investigative stance provides a pathway to appreciate
abstraction not only as an art form but as a cultural phenomenon that continuously challenges and expands
the boundaries of visual expression. Through her work, abstract art is reframed as a dynamic and evolving
discourse rather than a static historical category.



Briony Fer On Abstract Art

  briony fer on abstract art: On Abstract Art Briony Fer, 1997-01-01 Many people are
intrigued by the abstract work of artists like Mondrian and Jackson Pollock yet find it difficult to
explain why. In this timely and original book, Briony Fer introduces abstract painting and sculpture
of the twentieth century and explores new ways to think about abstract art and the problems of
interpretation it raises. Fer speculates on the kind of language required to describe the often
tantalizing effects of key abstract works and on ways to discuss critical issues when a work of art is
without 'subject matter.' Drawing particularly on psychoanalytic theory and the writings of Georges
Bataille, she examines a wide range of models of abstraction, ranging from the early European
emphasis on the transcendental possibilities of pure form to later modernist frameworks developed
in the United States. Each of the ten chapters in the book addresses a particular problem associated
with abstract art by focusing closely on specific works produced by such artists as Malevich,
Mondrian, Kandinsky, Arp, Miró, Pollock, Eva Hesse, and Donald Judd. Fer investigates the
involvement of women artists such as Lyubov Popova and the problems of sexual difference in the
development of abstract art. Countering the idealizing rhetoric of modernist criticism, On Abstract
Art uncovers a latent corporeal and darker side to abstraction and deepens today’s discussion of a
variety of critical concerns in contemporary art.
  briony fer on abstract art: The Infinite Line Briony Fer, 2004-01-01 A través de la obra de
varios artistas -Rothko, Piero Manzoni, Agnes Martin, Dan Flavin, Eva Hesse, Blinky Palermo y
Louise Bourgeois- se analizan aspectos innovadores del arte de los años 50 y 60, incidiendo en la
tendencia a la repetición y la seriación que tiene lugar tras el declive del modernismo, empleada por
el minimalismo y considerada como estrategia que genera nuevas formas de ver y pensar.
  briony fer on abstract art: Realism, Rationalism, Surrealism Fer, Francis Haskell, Briony
Fer, David Batchelor, Paul Wood, 1993-01-01 This book begins by considering responses by French
artists to the First World War, showing how Purism, Dada, and early Surrealism are related to the
ethos of post-war reconstruction. The authors then discuss the language of construction in places as
dissimilar as France, Germany, and the Soviet Union; the contrasting demands of the utility and
decoration of objects and paintings; and the relationship of surrealism to questions of sexuality and
gender and to Freudian theory. The book concludes by addressing the widespread debate over
realism in art: whether it represents an alternative to the elitism of the avant-garde or whether
avant-garde art should play a role in the development of a modern realism.
  briony fer on abstract art: Abstract Painting in Canada Roald Nasgaard, Art Gallery of
Nova Scotia, 2008 In the tradition of the distinguished Douglas & McIntyre art program, this lavishly
illustrated and superbly printed book is a rich, readable history of abstract painting in Canada. The
story begins in the 1920s with the sometimes eccentric but remarkable work, rooted in symbolism
and theosophy, of pioneers such as Kathleen Munn, Bertram Brooker and Lawren Harris. Two
decades later the Automatistes-Canada's first truly independent avant-garde art movement-burst
onto the scene in Montreal. After the Second World War, the urge to abstraction spread across
Canada, manifesting itself in significant regional movements. Vancouver painters retained a British
flavour, while in Toronto, the Painters Eleven looked south to New York. Montreal's Plasticiens
launched their own razor-edged interpretation of the European tradition of geometric abstraction. In
the sixties and seventies, the Prairies were influenced by Clement Greenberg's post-painterly
abstraction, while Halifax became a hub of conceptual art and concrete painting. The book continues
through the eighties and nineties, during which critics largely denounced painting, and concludes in
the twenty-first century, with abstract painting alive and well again in the studios of Canada's young
artists. A monumental tome containing 200 color reproductions, it mines a rich vein of art history
ripe for international discovery.
  briony fer on abstract art: The Iconology of Abstraction Krešimir Purgar, 2020-06-15 This
book uncovers how we make meaning of abstraction, both historically and in present times, and

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-173/briony-fer-on-abstract-art.pdf


examines abstract images as a visual language. The contributors demonstrate that abstraction is not
primarily an artistic phenomenon, but rather arises from human beings’ desire to imagine,
understand and communicate complex, ineffable concepts in fields ranging from fine art and
philosophy to technologies of data visualization, from cartography and medicine to astronomy. The
book will be of interest to scholars working in image studies, visual studies, art history, philosophy
and aesthetics.
  briony fer on abstract art: Practices of Abstract Art Wiebke Gronemeyer, Isabel Wünsche,
2016-12-14 Recent decades have seen a renewed interest in the phenomenon of abstract art,
particularly regarding its ability to speak to the political, social, and cultural conditions of our times.
This collection of essays, which looks at historical examples of artistic practice from the early
pioneers of abstraction to late modernism, investigates the ambivalent role that abstraction has
played in the visual arts and cultures of the last hundred years. In addition, it explores various
theoretical and critical narratives that seek to articulate new perspectives on its legacy in the visual
arts. From metaphysical considerations and philosophical reflections to debates on interculturality
and global perspectives, the contributors examine and reconsider abstraction in the visual arts from
a contemporary point of view that acknowledges the many social, economic, cultural, and political
aspects of artistic practice. As such, the volume progressively expands the boundaries of thinking
about abstract art by engaging it in its increasingly diverse cultural environment.
  briony fer on abstract art: Abstraction and the Holocaust Mark Godfrey, 2007-01-01 Mark
Godfrey looks closely at a series of American art and architectural projects that respond to the
memory of the Holocaust. He investigates how abstract artists and architects have negotiated
Holocaust memory without representing the Holocaust figuratively or symbolically.
  briony fer on abstract art: Abstraction in Modernism and Modernity Jeff Wallace,
2023-04-30 Explores abstraction as a keyword in aesthetic modernism and in critical thinking since
Marx
  briony fer on abstract art: Abstraction in Medieval Art Elina Gertsman, 2025-10-01
Abstraction haunts medieval art, both withdrawing figuration and suggesting elusive presence. How
does it make or destroy meaning in the process? Does it suggest the failure of figuration, the
faltering of iconography? Does medieval abstraction function because it is imperfect, incomplete,
and uncorrected-and therefore cognitively, visually demanding? Is it, conversely, precisely about
perfection? To what extent is the abstract predicated on theorization of the unrepresentable and
imperceptible? Does medieval abstraction pit aesthetics against metaphysics, or does it enrich it, or
frame it, or both? Essays in this collection explore these and other questions that coalesce around
three broad themes: medieval abstraction as the untethering of the image from what it purports to
represent; abstraction as a vehicle for signification; and abstraction as a form of figuration.
Contributors approach the concept of medieval abstraction from a multitude of perspectives-formal,
semiotic, iconographic, material, phenomenological, epistemological.
  briony fer on abstract art: Talking Painting David Ryan, 2002 Each chapter consists of an
article about the artist's work, selected by the artist and an interview of the artist by David Ryan.
  briony fer on abstract art: Gödel, Tarski and the Lure of Natural Language Juliette
Kennedy, 2020-12-17 Is mathematics 'entangled' with its various formalisations? Or are the central
concepts of mathematics largely insensitive to formalisation, or 'formalism free'? What is the
semantic point of view and how is it implemented in foundational practice? Does a given semantic
framework always have an implicit syntax? Inspired by what she calls the 'natural language moves'
of Gödel and Tarski, Juliette Kennedy considers what roles the concepts of 'entanglement' and
'formalism freeness' play in a range of logical settings, from computability and set theory to model
theory and second order logic, to logicality, developing an entirely original philosophy of
mathematics along the way. The treatment is historically, logically and set-theoretically rich, and
topics such as naturalism and foundations receive their due, but now with a new twist.
  briony fer on abstract art: Abstract Bodies David J. Getsy, 2015-11-03 Original and
theoretically astute, Abstract Bodies is the first book to apply the interdisciplinary field of



transgender studies to the discipline of art history. It recasts debates around abstraction and
figuration in 1960s art through a discussion of gender’s mutability and multiplicity. In that decade,
sculpture purged representation and figuration but continued to explore the human as an implicit
reference. Even as the statue and the figure were left behind, artists and critics asked how the
human, and particularly gender and sexuality, related to abstract sculptural objects that refused the
human form. This book examines abstract sculpture in the 1960s that came to propose
unconventional and open accounts of bodies, persons, and genders. Drawing on transgender and
queer theory, David J. Getsy offers innovative and archivally rich new interpretations of artworks by
and critical writing about four major artists—Dan Flavin (1933–1996), Nancy Grossman (b. 1940),
John Chamberlain (1927–2011), and David Smith (1906–1965). Abstract Bodies makes a case for
abstraction as a resource in reconsidering gender’s multiple capacities and offers an ambitious
contribution to this burgeoning interdisciplinary field.
  briony fer on abstract art: Arp Eric Robertson, 2006-01-01 Examining major works in the light
of recent critical and theoretical perspectives, this book also considers the extent to which Arp's
resistance to single, reductive interpretations may be linked to his bilingual, bicultural upbringing in
Alsace and his experience of two world wars.--BOOK JACKET.
  briony fer on abstract art: Armando Reverón John Elderfield, Luis Pérez Oramas, Armando
Reverón, Nora Lawrence, 2007 This book is the first publication in English to examine the work of
the celebrated Venezuelan artist Armando Reverón (1889-1954). Published to accompany the major
exhibition at The Museum of Modern Art, it is vibrantly illustrated with Reverón's highly tactile
landscapes and figurative works. John Elderfield introductory essay analyses the artist's work, while
Luiz Pérez- Oramas places the artist in the context of Latin American art history.
  briony fer on abstract art: The Icon and the Square Maria Taroutina, 2018-11-26 In The Icon
and the Square, Maria Taroutina examines how the traditional interests of institutions such as the
crown, the church, and the Imperial Academy of Arts temporarily aligned with the radical, leftist,
and revolutionary avant-garde at the turn of the twentieth century through a shared interest in the
Byzantine past, offering a counternarrative to prevailing notions of Russian modernism. Focusing on
the works of four different artists—Mikhail Vrubel, Vasily Kandinsky, Kazimir Malevich, and Vladimir
Tatlin—Taroutina shows how engagement with medieval pictorial traditions drove each artist to
transform his own practice, pushing beyond the established boundaries of his respective artistic and
intellectual milieu. She also contextualizes and complements her study of the work of these artists
with an examination of the activities of a number of important cultural associations and institutions
over the course of several decades. As a result, The Icon and the Square gives a more complete
picture of Russian modernism: one that attends to the dialogue between generations of artists,
curators, collectors, critics, and theorists. The Icon and the Square retrieves a neglected but vital
history that was deliberately suppressed by the atheist Soviet regime and subsequently ignored in
favor of the secular formalism of mainstream modernist criticism. Taroutina’s timely study, which
coincides with the centennial reassessments of Russian and Soviet modernism, is sure to invigorate
conversation among scholars of art history, modernism, and Russian culture.
  briony fer on abstract art: Eva Hesse Mignon Nixon, 2002-11-08 A critical primer on the work
of artist Eva Hesse. Eva Hesse's distinctive process-based art exerted a powerful influence on
minimalist artists of the 1960s and continues to inspire artists today. Using industrial materials such
as latex and fiberglass, she exploited their flexibility to produce works with an unsettling psychic
and corporeal resonance. Hesse, who was born in Germany in 1936 and raised in New York City,
died of cancer in New York in 1970. Eva Hesse focuses on the body of criticism that has developed
since the last major retrospective of Hesse's work, at the Yale University Art Gallery in 1992. The
book's publication coincides with a major exhibition organized jointly by the San Francisco Museum
of Art and the Wiesbaden Museum. Eva Hesse contains a 1970 interview by Cindy Nemser, a
discussion between Mel Bochner and Joan Simon, and essays by Briony Fer, Rosalind Krauss,
Mignon Nixon, and Anne M. Wagner.
  briony fer on abstract art: Aspects Edward A. Vazquez, 2018-01-02 Stretching lengths of yarn



across interior spaces, American artist Fred Sandback (1943–2003) created expansive works that
underscore the physical presence of the viewer. This book, the first major study of Sandback,
explores the full range of his art, which not only disrupts traditional conceptions of material
presence, but also stages an ethics of interaction between object and observer. Drawing on
Sandback’s substantial archive, Edward A. Vazquez demonstrates that the artist’s work—with all its
physical slightness and attentiveness to place, as well as its relationship to minimal and conceptual
art of the 1960s—creates a link between viewers and space that is best understood as sculptural
even as it almost surpasses physical form. At the same time, the economy of Sandback’s
site-determined practice draws viewers’ focus to their connection to space and others sharing it. As
Vazquez shows, Sandback’s art aims for nothing less than a total recalibration of the senses, as the
spectator is caught on neither one side nor the other of an object or space, but powerfully within it.
  briony fer on abstract art: Sculpture and Psychoanalysis Brandon Taylor, 2017-07-05 Just
what do psychoanalysis and modern sculpture have to do with one another? The present collection of
essays, unique in its field, shows how key metaphors of Freudian and Kleinian psychoanalysis -
splitting, projection, sublimation, identification, the schizoid and reparative mechanisms - as well as
Lacan's concepts of the stade du mirroir and the objet petit a, can be fruitfully applied to a range of
modern three-dimensional art, from Surrealism to the present day. As these essays show, figures
such as Barbara Hepworth, Eva Hesse, Jean-Jacques Lebel, Robert Morris, Donald Judd, Gilbert and
George, Rebecca Horn and others have often approached the material of sculpture with something
like these mechanisms in mind. The need to unlock the levels of psychoanalytic connection between
artist, object and viewer in recent debate has fuelled the diverse proposals of this original and
important book.
  briony fer on abstract art: Donald Judd, Colorist Donald Judd, Dietmar Elger, 2000 Artwork
by Donald Judd. Contributions by Martin Engler, William Agee. Text by Dietmar Elger.
  briony fer on abstract art: Modernism's Masculine Subjects Marcia Brennan, 2004
Rejecting the typical view of formalism's exclusive engagement with essentialized and purified
notions of abstraction and its disengagement from issues of gender and embodiment, Brennan
explores the ways in which these categories were intertwined. Historically and theoretically.--Jacket.
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