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Black History Month Timeline: Tracing the Journey of Celebration and Recognition

black history month timeline reveals a rich and evolving story of how the contributions, struggles, and
achievements of Black individuals have been recognized and honored over the years. From its early roots in the
early 20th century to the global observance it is today, this timeline highlights key moments that have shaped
the way Black history is celebrated each February. Understanding this timeline offers more than just dates; it
provides insight into the cultural shifts, activism, and educational efforts that continue to bring Black
history into the mainstream consciousness.

The Origins of Black History Month

The beginning of Black History Month can be traced back to the efforts of historian Carter G. Woodson, often
called the "Father of Black History." In 1926, Woodson and the Association for the Study of Negro Life and
History (ASNLH) launched Negro History Week during the second week of February. This week was
strategically chosen to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln (February 12) and Frederick Douglass
(February 14), two figures monumental to African American history and civil rights.

Carter G. Woodson and Negro History Week

Woodson’s goal was simple yet profound: to encourage the teaching of Black history in schools and
communities at a time when African Americans’ contributions were largely ignored or misrepresented. Negro
History Week became a foundational platform for raising awareness and pride about Black heritage, emphasizing
achievements in literature, politics, science, and the arts.

This initial step laid the groundwork for what would eventually become Black History Month, as communities
and educators embraced the week-long celebration and expanded its reach.

The Expansion from a Week to a Month

It wasn’t until the late 1960s—a period marked by the civil rights movement and a surge in Black cultural
pride—that the idea of expanding Negro History Week into a full month gained traction. The social and
political climate of the era demanded greater recognition of Black history and struggles.

Black History Month Established in the 1970s

In 1976, during the United States Bicentennial celebration, President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black
History Month. He urged Americans to "seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected
accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history."

This presidential endorsement marked a turning point, cementing February as the month-long observance across
the country. Schools, organizations, and media outlets began to dedicate more time to celebrating Black
history, elevating the importance of this observance nationwide.



Key Moments in Black History Month’s Development

As Black History Month grew in prominence, several milestones helped shape its influence and reach.

1980s to 1990s: Education and Cultural Recognition

During these decades, educational institutions increasingly incorporated Black history into their curricula.
Museums dedicated to African American history, such as the Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and Culture (which opened later in 2016), were conceptualized and promoted.

Additionally, cultural events, performances, and lectures during Black History Month became more common,
offering diverse ways for communities to engage with Black history beyond textbooks.

International Recognition

While Black History Month originated in the United States, its influence spread internationally. Canada
officially recognized Black History Month in 1995, and the United Kingdom followed suit in 1987. These
international observances often align with February but reflect local histories and contributions of Black
communities in their respective countries.

Modern Black History Month: Themes and Digital Engagement

In recent years, Black History Month has embraced thematic approaches to highlight specific aspects of Black
history and culture. The Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), which
continues Woodson’s legacy, announces an annual theme to guide celebrations and educational efforts.

Annual Themes and Their Impact

Themes such as "Black Health and Wellness," "African Americans and the Vote," or "Black Resistance" serve
to focus attention on ongoing social issues and historical contexts. These themes help educators, activists,
and the media craft meaningful content that resonates with contemporary audiences.

Social Media and Digital Storytelling

The rise of social media platforms has transformed how Black History Month is observed. Hashtags like
#BlackHistoryMonth and #BHM trend every February, pushing stories, historical facts, and personal
narratives into the digital sphere. This digital engagement has made Black history more accessible and
interactive, especially for younger generations.

Why Understanding the Black History Month Timeline Matters

Knowing the timeline behind Black History Month is more than a lesson in dates—it’s a way to appreciate the
persistent effort that went into creating a space dedicated to Black voices and histories. This timeline reflects
the ongoing struggle for equality and acknowledgment, reminding us that history is not static but a living
dialogue.



By recognizing the timeline, educators and learners alike can see how Black history has transitioned from being
marginalized to becoming a celebrated and integral part of broader historical narratives. This awareness
encourages deeper exploration, critical thinking, and a commitment to inclusivity in education.

Tips for Engaging with Black History Month

- **Explore Beyond the Month:** While February is the designated month, Black history should be explored
year-round through books, documentaries, and conversations.
- **Support Black Creators and Institutions:** Museums, authors, filmmakers, and artists who focus on
Black experiences provide valuable perspectives.
- **Participate in Local Events:** Community events often offer workshops, lectures, and performances that
bring history to life.
- **Use Digital Resources:** Educational websites, podcasts, and social media channels offer accessible ways
to learn and share Black history.

The black history month timeline is a testament to the enduring power of history as a tool for education,
inspiration, and social change. As this observance continues to evolve, it invites all of us to engage actively
with the narratives that have shaped and continue to shape the world we live in.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Black History Month?

Black History Month is an annual observance in February that celebrates the achievements and contributions
of African Americans throughout history.

When was Black History Month first established?

Black History Month was first established in 1926 by historian Carter G. Woodson as 'Negro History Week'
before expanding to a full month in 1976.

Why is Black History Month celebrated in February?

February was chosen to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln (February 12) and Frederick Douglass
(February 14), both significant figures in African American history.

Who founded Negro History Week, the precursor to Black History Month?

Historian Carter G. Woodson founded Negro History Week in 1926 to promote the study and celebration of
African American history.

When did Black History Month become officially recognized by the U.S.
government?

In 1976, during the United States Bicentennial, Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S.
government.

How has the observance of Black History Month evolved over time?

Black History Month has evolved from a week-long event to a month-long celebration, with expanded
educational programs, cultural events, and increased public awareness.



What are some key historical milestones included in a Black History Month
timeline?

Key milestones include the abolition of slavery in 1865, the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s-60s, the
election of Barack Obama in 2008, and ongoing contributions in arts, sciences, and politics.

How do schools typically incorporate Black History Month into their
curriculum?

Schools often incorporate Black History Month by teaching about influential African American figures,
historical events, cultural contributions, and promoting diversity and inclusion.

Are there other countries that celebrate Black History Month?

Yes, Black History Month is also celebrated in countries like Canada and the United Kingdom, although the
months and emphasis may vary.

What is the significance of creating a Black History Month timeline?

Creating a Black History Month timeline helps highlight important events and figures in African American
history, providing context and education to promote understanding and appreciation.

Additional Resources
Black History Month Timeline: Tracing the Evolution of a Vital Commemoration

black history month timeline offers a revealing lens through which to examine the development of one of the
most significant cultural observances in the United States and beyond. Originating in the early 20th century,
Black History Month has evolved through decades of social change, activism, and educational initiatives.
Understanding this timeline not only highlights key milestones but also sheds light on the broader struggles and
triumphs of African Americans and the global African diaspora.

Origins of Black History Month

The inception of Black History Month dates back to 1926, when historian Carter G. Woodson and the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH) established “Negro History Week.” This week-
long observance was strategically set during the second week of February to coincide with the birthdays of
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, two figures pivotal to African American history. Woodson’s
motivation was rooted in addressing the widespread omission and misrepresentation of Black achievements in
mainstream historical narratives.

The Foundation: Negro History Week (1926)

Negro History Week served as an educational tool aimed at promoting the contributions of African Americans
to American society. Schools, churches, and community centers hosted lectures, exhibitions, and performances.
Despite its modest scope, the initiative laid the groundwork for increased awareness and appreciation of Black
history at a time when segregation and racial discrimination were entrenched in American society.



Expansion and Growth: From a Week to a Month

The transition from Negro History Week to Black History Month was neither immediate nor uniform. It emerged
through grassroots efforts and growing recognition of the need for a more extensive observance. By the late
1960s, during the height of the civil rights movement, the call for a month-long celebration gained momentum.

The Civil Rights Era and Black Empowerment

The 1960s marked a period of profound social upheaval and activism. Black leaders and organizations pushed
for greater representation and inclusion in all facets of American life, including education. In 1969, Black
students at Kent State University proposed expanding Negro History Week into a full month, reflecting a
broader cultural shift towards Black pride and empowerment.

Official Recognition by the U.S. Government

The pivotal moment in the black history month timeline occurred in 1976, during the United States Bicentennial.
The U.S. government officially recognized February as Black History Month, following a formal proposal
supported by President Gerald Ford. Ford’s proclamation emphasized the importance of honoring the neglected
accomplishments of Black Americans and encouraged the public to seize the opportunity to study and celebrate
Black history.

Global Adoption and Variations

While Black History Month originated in the U.S., its observance has since spread internationally, adapting to
local contexts and histories. Countries like Canada and the United Kingdom have adopted their own versions,
each emphasizing distinct aspects of Black heritage and experience.

Canada’s Black History Month

Canada officially recognized Black History Month in 1995, with celebrations focusing on the contributions of
Black Canadians and the legacy of the Underground Railroad. The Canadian observance often highlights the
intersectionality of race, immigration, and indigenous histories, reflecting the country’s multicultural fabric.

The United Kingdom’s Approach

In the UK, Black History Month is celebrated in October. Originating in the 1980s, it arose from community
activism aimed at combating systemic racism and promoting awareness of Black British history. The UK’s
observance underscores contributions from the Caribbean, Africa, and the wider diaspora to British society.

Key Milestones in the Black History Month Timeline

To understand the evolution of Black History Month, it is instructive to examine some of the most significant
events and changes over time:



1926: Carter G. Woodson establishes Negro History Week.1.

1969: Proposal at Kent State University to expand the week-long observance to a month.2.

1976: Official recognition of Black History Month by the U.S. government during the Bicentennial.3.

1995: Canada officially declares February as Black History Month.4.

1987: The United Kingdom begins celebrating Black History Month in October.5.

2009: President Barack Obama becomes the first African American U.S. president, symbolizing progress6.
and the ongoing relevance of Black history education.

Analyzing the Impact of Black History Month

The black history month timeline reveals a dynamic interplay between education, activism, and cultural
recognition. This observance has played a critical role in correcting historical narratives that have
marginalized Black contributions. Furthermore, it has provided a platform for dialogue about racial justice,
identity, and systemic inequality.

Educational Significance

One of the core strengths of Black History Month lies in its educational impact. Schools and universities
incorporate themed curricula, emphasizing historical figures, movements, and cultural achievements. This focus
helps dismantle stereotypes and encourages a more nuanced understanding of history. However, some critics
argue that confining Black history to a single month may inadvertently reinforce marginalization, suggesting
that these stories deserve year-round attention.

Cultural and Social Dimensions

Black History Month also functions as a cultural celebration, featuring art exhibits, music festivals, and
public lectures. These events foster community engagement and pride. In addition, the observance has become a
catalyst for social activism, inspiring ongoing efforts to confront racial disparities in various sectors, from
criminal justice to economic opportunity.

Contemporary Developments and Challenges

As Black History Month continues to evolve, it faces both opportunities and challenges. The digital age has
expanded its reach, with online campaigns and virtual events making Black history more accessible globally.
Social media platforms amplify voices and stories that were once marginalized, democratizing the dissemination
of knowledge.

At the same time, there is increasing scrutiny regarding the commercialization of Black History Month. Some
argue that corporate involvement risks diluting its original intent, turning a solemn observance into a
marketing opportunity. Balancing awareness-raising with authenticity remains a delicate task for organizers
and participants alike.



The Future of Black History Month

Looking ahead, the black history month timeline suggests that the observance will continue to adapt to social
and political contexts. There is growing momentum to integrate Black history into mainstream education
curricula permanently, moving beyond a designated month. Additionally, expanding international
collaborations may enrich the understanding of the African diaspora's diverse experiences.

In conclusion, Black History Month’s timeline is not merely a sequence of dates but a reflection of ongoing
struggles for recognition, equality, and cultural affirmation. Its history underscores the importance of
remembrance and education in shaping a more inclusive society.

Black History Month Timeline

  black history month timeline: Social Work Viviene E. Cree, Trish McCulloch, 2023-04-04
Building on the successful 1st edition, this reader brings together some of the most significant ideas
that have informed social work practice over the last fifty years. At the same time as presenting
these foundational extracts, the book includes commentaries that allow the reader to understand the
selected extracts on their own terms as well as to be aware of their relations to each other and to the
wider social work context. There is no settled view or easy consensus about what social work is and
should be, and the ideas reflected in this volume are themselves diverse and complex. The world of
social work has changed greatly over the last ten years, and this new edition reflects that change
with new material on the decolonisation of social work knowledges, the greater emphasis on
inter-disciplinarity and co-production and the new concern for identities. With an accessible
introduction to contextualise the selections, the book is divided into three main sections, each
presenting key texts drawn from a wide range of perspectives: psychological, sociological,
philosophical, educational and political, as well as perspectives that are grounded in the experiences
of practitioners and those who use services, which have contributed to the development of: the
profession of social work knowledge and values for social work and practice in social work. By
providing students and practitioners with an easy way into reading first-hand some of the most
interesting, foundational texts of the subject, it will be required reading for all undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes and professionals undertaking post-qualifying training.
  black history month timeline: Black Heritage Gamebook Carole Marsh, 2014-11-14 The Black
Heritage GameBook, See What You Know & Learn Lots More book is a book for all ages: math,
reading, history, writing and more! These games can be played for speed or at a child's individual
pace. While tracking points, anticipation will mount and confidence will soar! However you decide to
organize play with this reproducible GameBook, every child will learn and retain important facts
with motivation and encouragement along the way. Some of the games include: Spelling Bee Blaze –
Correct the misspelled words Money Matters – Add coins and write the correct dollar amounts Black
Heritage Through the Year – Addition, subtraction and multiplication Black Pioneer – Reading
comprehension and a crossword puzzle Saved Blood Saves Lives – Reading comprehension and
match cause and effect Soar into the Clouds – Reading comprehension and use the word bank to
complete the sentences And more!
  black history month timeline: The Complete Idiot's Guide to African American History
Melba J. Duncan, 2003 Presents an overview of African American history, from the time of slavery,
through the Civil War to the civil rights movement, and describes the contributions of African
Americans in politics, science, business, literature, and entertainment.
  black history month timeline: The Untold Stories of Female Athletes Yvonne Bertovich, 2019
Watching women take home gold medals and sparkling trophies from sporting competitions was not
always as commonplace as it is in today's society. Like in many aspects of our culture, women
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throughout history struggled against prejudice and dealt with condescending male counterparts
before reaching their place in the spotlight of athletics. Before Venus Williams volleyed her way to
her fourth Grand Slam, Lucy Diggs Slowe proved African-American women could win titles alongside
men. Before Danica Patrick raced past the finish line in the Indy Japan 300, Odette Siko helped to
pave the racetrack for women in auto-racing. And Madge Syers was breaking rules and changing the
course of figure skating history long before Michelle Kwan spiraled onto the ice. Their names may
have been forgotten in history, outshined by men like Babe Ruth, Michael Jordan, and Muhammed
Ali, but the legacies of women in sports live on today through their predecessors. The athletic
women of history have stories filled with dramatic struggles, game-changing firsts, and historic
victories. They deserve to be told.
  black history month timeline: More of the Best Holiday Crafts Ever! Kathy Ross, 2005-08-01
Best-selling children's craft expert Kathy Ross offers a collection of 65 holiday-based craft projects,
each one guaranteed to turn out beautifully. Patterned after Millbrook’s original BEST HOLIDAY
CRAFTS EVER bindup, this volume contains 100% new material. In addition to Valentine’s Day,
Earth Day, Easter, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Kwanza, and Christmas, a number of new
holidays have been added, including Flag Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, President’s Day, and St.
Patrick’s Day. There are creative decorations, favors, cards, and gifts designed to enhance holiday
celebrations throughout the year. Step-by-step illustrated instructions call only for scissors, paste,
household recyclables, and an occasional craft-shop item. The sturdy, wipe-clean cover conceals a
spiral binding that lets pages stay open and lie flat for easy use.
  black history month timeline: Jet , 2006-02-13 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.
  black history month timeline: The Art of Return James Meyer, 2019-09-11 More than any
other decade, the sixties capture our collective cultural imagination. And while many Americans can
immediately imagine the sound of Martin Luther King Jr. declaring “I have a dream!” or envision
hippies placing flowers in gun barrels, the revolutionary sixties resonates around the world: China’s
communist government inaugurated a new cultural era, African nations won independence from
colonial rule, and students across Europe took to the streets, calling for an end to capitalism,
imperialism, and the Vietnam War. In this innovative work, James Meyer turns to art criticism,
theory, memoir, and fiction to examine the fascination with the long sixties and contemporary
expressions of these cultural memories across the globe. Meyer draws on a diverse range of cultural
objects that reimagine this revolutionary era stretching from the 1950s to the 1970s, including
reenactments of civil rights, antiwar, and feminist marches, paintings, sculptures, photographs,
novels, and films. Many of these works were created by artists and writers born during the long
Sixties who were driven to understand a monumental era that they missed. These cases show us that
the past becomes significant only in relation to our present, and our remembered history never
perfectly replicates time past. This, Meyer argues, is precisely what makes our contemporary
attachment to the past so important: it provides us a critical opportunity to examine our own
relationship to history, memory, and nostalgia.
  black history month timeline: The Black History Bowl: Mini Biographies of African
Americans Cadmus S. Hull, 2018-12-07 When I spoke at book signings for my first book, I found
that people, in general, knew very little about many of the African Americans that I had on the
display board. Thus, this second book in The Black History Bowl series was written to make people
aware of the contributions that African Americans have made to American and World history. The
African American history quiz that is included in the book is divided into eight (8) sections. Each
section begins with a worksheet. The worksheet is followed by short biographies of the African
American history contributors. There is an answer sheet at the end of each section. In addition, note
sheets have been included with each biography for you to use to take notes when researching and
gathering information. Additional information on each African American can be found on the web
site that is listed at the bottom of the page after the biography. Also, included in this book is
information on some points of interest that I think are important to the knowledge base of the



average American. The information includes the African American holiday of Kwanzaa, the NAACP's
Spingarn Medal, and information on Juneteenth (the actual day when all slaves were freed). In
addition, this book includes a section for Women's History Month which highlights African American
women from my first book. A timeline of African American history is also included. It is hoped that
you will enjoy reading the book as you continue to enrich your knowledge of the contributions that
African Americans have made to history. Dr. C. Sam Hull earned an Associate Degree in Education
from Cumberland County College and further pursued his academic corridor to Glassboro State
College (GSC), now Rowan University. Glassboro State College would continue Sam's educational
tour leading to both a Bachelor's Degree and a Master's Degree. Armed with a Bachelor's in
Elementary Education and Master's in Student Personnel Services and School Administration, Sam's
educational path led him to Nova University where he achieved his ultimate goal of a Doctorate in
School Leadership. Dr. Hull's achievements as an educational leader have been well documented
through numerous contributions to the education field. Currently, Dr. Hull is a member of the New
Jersey Association of School Administrators and Cumberland County Principals and Supervisors
Association. Fairfield Board of Education enjoyed the fruits of this dedicated and committed
educator for twenty-nine years. Dr. Hull retired June 30, 2004, after 33 years in education. A little
known black history fact is that Dr. Hull was Cumberland County's first black Superintendent of
Schools. Dr. Hull enjoys writing books, reading, and traveling. In addition, Dr. Hull keeps busy by
serving as a Clinical Teaching Supervisor for Fairleigh Dickinson University and Grand Canyon
University, serving on the Cumberland County College Foundation Board and as the Managing
Member of his family-owned tutoring program for children in kindergarten through eighth grade.
  black history month timeline: She Soars Bridges DelPonte, 2024-09-17 Florida has a long
and unique history of being a testing ground for female pilots who broke new ground in aviation.
From the early 1900s when women performed daring stunts in the air to the World War II era when
they served as WASP pilots to the modern times when they flew military jets, commercial planes,
and Space Shuttles, Florida hasbeen a key place for female aviator history. These stories from
Florida will highlight 14 of women who made history with their flying skills;and left their mark in the
Sunshine State.The remarkable journeys of these trailblazing female aviators are told in a
captivating and informative manner.
  black history month timeline: Teaching African American Women’s Writing G. Wisker,
2010-09-29 The essays in Teaching African American Women's Writing provide reflections on issues,
problems and pleasures raised by studying the texts. They will be of use to those teaching and
studying African American women's writing in colleges, universities and adult education groups as
well as teachers involved in teaching in schools to A level.
  black history month timeline: The International Holiday and Festival Primer David
DeRocco, Joan Dundas, Ian Zimmerman, 1996 The International Holiday & Festival Primer is a two
book series of reproducible low level ESL/EFL/Literacy reading and discussion texts. The books are
designed to help people learn about holy days and cultural festivals celebrated on this planet. These
books are a very good tool to help promote cultural awareness and cultural understanding! 17
important holy days, at least one from each major religion, are explained. The rest of the essays are
about cultural festivals, world-wide observances, national holidays, regional holidays and more.
  black history month timeline: With the Might of Angels: The Diary of Dawnie Rae Johnson,
Hadley, Virginia, 1954 (Dear America) Andrea Davis Pinkney, 2011-09-01 Coretta Scott King winner
Andrea Davis Pinkney brings her talents to a brand-new Dear America diary about the Civil Rights
Movement.In the fall of 1955, twelve-year-old Dawn Rae Johnson's life turns upside down. After the
Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education, Dawnie learns she will be attending a
previously all-white school. She's the only one of her friends to go to this new school and to leave the
comfort of all that is familiar to face great uncertainty in the school year ahead. However, not
everyone supports integration and much of the town is outraged at the decision. Dawnie must
endure the harsh realities of racism firsthand, while continuing to work hard to get a good education
and prove she deserves the opportunity. But the backlash against Dawnie's attendance of an



all-white school is more than she's prepared for. When her father loses his job as a result, and her
little brother is constantly bullied, Dawnie has to wonder if it's worth it. In time, Dawnie learns that
the true meaning of justice comes from remaining faithful to the integrity within oneself.
  black history month timeline: The True Story of Vanilla Ann Richards, 2025-05-13 Key Selling
Points This STEAM title tells the true story of how Edmond Albius, an enslaved 12-year-old boy from
Réunion Island, discovered how to hand-pollinate vanilla plants in 1841, leading to the birth of the
global vanilla industry. Le geste d'Edmond, or Edmond's technique, is still the only way vanilla is
pollinated and produced today. It is one of the most widely used spices around the world and can be
used in baking, cooking and medicine, among many other products. This book deals with topics
including racism, enslavement, prejudice, the scientific method, discovery and innovation. The book
uses extensive primary research, including census information and newspaper articles from the
time, to tell Edmond's story. The author is a Jamaican Canadian living in Brampton, Ontario. This is
her first book.
  black history month timeline: Jet , 2006-02-13 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.
  black history month timeline: Planting an Idea Jerry Apps, Natasha Kassulke, 2023-04-18 A
first-of-its-kind handbook, allowing the reader to combine the processes of critical and creative
thinking with a detailed discussion of the environmental challenges facing our planet Planting an
Idea is part guidebook for better critical and creative thinking and part overview of the
environmental challenges that face our planet today. It is designed to help readers young and old
examine and develop opinions on a variety of environmental issues based on substance, creativity,
and fact. Apps and Kassulke take the reader through an examination of critical and creative
thinking, providing a foundation for these skills— a foundation that can be used in all matter of
public discourse. They then provide a brief history of the environmental movement, followed by a
deep exploration of various environmental issues, ranging from climate change to land use to clean
air and water. In each section, Apps and Kassulke show how the processes of critical and creative
thinking can be used to evaluate the issues and define potential actions and solutions. Inside, a wide
variety of topics are covered, including: Agriculture Endangered Species Land Use Air Quality And
lots more This book allows readers to better understand their positions, developing the tools they
need to provide evidence that is accurate and reliable and to consider other perspectives along the
way. An essential read for anyone interested in protecting the environment, Planting an Idea will
enable readers to unlock ways to navigate some of today' s most pressing and important challenges.
  black history month timeline: Celebrating Black Heritage Carole Marsh, 2002-12 Provides
educational activities relating to African-American history, culture, and current events.
  black history month timeline: Rosa Parks Jim Whiting, 2020-02-10 On the morning of
December 1, 1955, hardly anyone in Rosa Parks' home town of Montgomery, Alabama had heard of
her. By the time that night fell, she was on her way to becoming a household name all over the
United States. That morning, she had refused to give up her bus seat to a white person. Rosa, who
was African American, was tired of being pushed around because of the color of her skin. The news
of her arrest spread like wildfire. African American leaders decided to urge their fellow African
Americans not to ride the buses until they were treated equally. It took a year, but the movement
that Rosa Parks began ended in triumph.
  black history month timeline: School Desegregation Budd Bailey, 2018-07-15 The road to
civil rights in the United States went down many paths, but one of the most important ones involved
schools. For years, African Americans were forced to study in separate, inferior schools, sentencing
many of them to a life of poverty without hope of upward mobility. This volume allows readers to
examine how that outlook changed in the middle of the twentieth century. Readers will learn why
the old system went unchallenged for so long and how the schools in the United States finally
opened their doors to all.
  black history month timeline: Wheel Man R.K. Keating, 2014-10-01 Robert M. Keating's
story is America's story. Born in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1862 to poor Irish immigrants, he



was just 13 when his father died suddenly. A precocious boy with a knack for mechanics, Keating
filed his first patent at 22, started his own bicycle company at 28, and at 32 was producing one of
the most innovative bicycle lines in the world in a state-of-the-art factory. Along the way he flirted
with baseball, briefly playing in the major leagues and patenting the game's rubberized home plate.
In early 1901 Keating developed and marketed a ground-breaking motorcycle before either Indian or
Harley-Davidson, and later successfully sued both companies for patent infringement. His company
also manufactured automobiles beginning in 1898, producing both electric and gasoline powered
vehicles. At the time of his death at 59, Keating held 49 patents--everything from bicycle and
motorcycle designs to lunch-chairs to a modern flushing device for toilets. This book tells the story of
Keating and his Keating Wheel Company, a Gilded Age story of unbridled inventiveness that
encapsulates America's transformation into a society that would forever move on wheels.
  black history month timeline: Breaking Glass Ceilings Renate L. Chancellor, 2024-07-23 This
book tells the story of Clara Stanton Jones, the first woman to direct a major public library system in
the United States and the first African American president of the ALA. After being appointed as
Director of the Detroit Public Library in 1944, Jones transformed libraries everywhere. She focused
on community and worked to desegregate libraries, library services, and overall library culture by
encouraging the American Library Association to pass the Resolution on Racism and Sexism
Awareness. In addition to being the first Black to be president of the ALA, Jones was appointed by
President Jimmy Carter to the National Commission on Libraries and Information Science. She was a
member of the Public Library Association, American Civil Liberties Union, National Council of Negro
Women, and more.
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