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African American Political Thought: A Journey Through Resistance and Empowerment

african american political thought is a rich and evolving tapestry that reflects the struggles,
resilience, and aspirations of African Americans throughout history. It encompasses a wide array of
ideas, philosophies, and movements that have shaped not only the African American community but
also the broader American political landscape. Understanding this political thought offers valuable
insights into issues of race, justice, equality, and democracy in the United States.

The Roots of African American Political Thought

African American political thought has its origins in the earliest days of slavery in America. Despite
being forcibly removed from their homelands and subjected to brutal oppression, enslaved Africans
nurtured a political consciousness centered on freedom, dignity, and self-determination. The earliest
expressions of this thought can be found in the resistance movements and rebellions led by enslaved
people who challenged the institution of slavery itself.

Resistance and Abolitionist Ideals

In the 18th and 19th centuries, African American leaders like Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth,
and Harriet Tubman emerged as powerful voices advocating for abolition and equal rights. Their
political thought combined a fervent belief in liberty with an understanding of the systemic nature of
racial oppression. Douglass’s speeches and writings, for example, articulated a vision of American
democracy that included African Americans as full citizens, challenging the hypocrisy of a nation
that proclaimed freedom yet tolerated slavery.

Religious and Philosophical Foundations

Religion played a crucial role in shaping African American political thought during this era. The
Black church became a center for political organization and moral guidance, grounding the fight for
equality in spiritual terms. Concepts like justice, redemption, and liberation from bondage were not
only theological ideas but also political imperatives that fueled activism and community solidarity.

Post-Emancipation: Reconstruction and Its Challenges

The period following the Civil War, known as Reconstruction, was a pivotal moment for African
American political thought. Newly freed African Americans sought to assert their rights through
voting, education, and participation in government. Leaders such as Booker T. Washington and
W.E.B. Du Bois offered contrasting visions for how African Americans should navigate this new
political terrain.



Booker T. Washington’s Accommodationist Approach

Washington advocated for vocational education and economic self-reliance as the path toward racial
uplift, emphasizing patience and accommodation to white supremacy. His famous Atlanta
Compromise speech argued that African Americans should focus on improving their economic
conditions before demanding full civil rights, a stance that sparked significant debate within the
African American community.

W.E.B. Du Bois and the Call for Immediate Equality

In contrast, Du Bois championed the "Talented Tenth," a leadership class that would fight for
immediate political and social equality. He criticized Washington’s gradualism and argued that
political activism and higher education were essential for African American advancement. Du Bois’s
work laid the intellectual groundwork for later civil rights activism and Pan-Africanism.

Mid-20th Century: Civil Rights and Black Power
Movements

The civil rights era marked a dramatic expansion of African American political thought, blending
nonviolent resistance with more radical calls for justice. This period showcased the diversity of
strategies and philosophies within the African American struggle for equality.

Nonviolent Resistance and the Legacy of Martin Luther King
Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr. became the emblem of the nonviolent civil rights movement, advocating for
integration, voting rights, and the dismantling of segregation through peaceful protest. His political
thought drew heavily on Christian ethics and the principles of civil disobedience articulated by
Gandhi, emphasizing love and moral persuasion as forces for social change.

The Rise of Black Power

By the late 1960s, frustration with the slow pace of change and persistent racial injustice led to the
emergence of the Black Power movement. Figures like Malcolm X and groups such as the Black
Panther Party promoted self-defense, racial pride, and economic empowerment. This shift brought a
more militant and assertive dimension to African American political thought, highlighting the
importance of cultural identity and community control.



Contemporary African American Political Thought

Today, African American political thought continues to evolve, addressing new challenges and
opportunities in the 21st century. It engages with issues such as systemic racism, mass
incarceration, economic inequality, and political representation, while also embracing
intersectionality and global perspectives.

Intersectionality and Inclusivity

Modern African American political thought increasingly recognizes the intersections of race, gender,
class, and sexuality. Scholars like Kimberlé Crenshaw have introduced the concept of
intersectionality, which highlights how overlapping identities shape experiences of oppression and
resistance. This has broadened the scope of political activism to include issues affecting Black
women, LGBTQ+ individuals, and other marginalized groups within the African American
community.

Black Lives Matter and Digital Activism

The Black Lives Matter movement exemplifies the new wave of African American political thought
rooted in social media and grassroots organizing. It confronts police brutality and systemic racism
while advocating for transformative justice and policy reform. This movement reflects a continuity
with historical struggles but also adapts to contemporary technological and social realities.

Key Themes in African American Political Thought

Throughout its history, African American political thought has revolved around several enduring
themes that continue to resonate today:

Freedom and Equality: The quest for liberation from oppression and the demand for equal
rights remain central.

Identity and Community: Emphasizing racial pride and cultural heritage as sources of
strength and political mobilization.

Justice and Reparations: Addressing historical injustices through calls for reparations and
systemic reform.

Political Participation: Advocating for voting rights, representation, and engagement in
democratic processes.

Resistance and Empowerment: Employing a range of strategies from nonviolent protest to
self-defense to achieve social change.



Why Understanding African American Political Thought
Matters

Exploring African American political thought provides a deeper appreciation for the complexity and
richness of American democracy. It challenges dominant narratives and highlights how marginalized
voices have shaped political discourse and policy. For students, activists, and anyone interested in
social justice, engaging with this body of thought offers critical tools for addressing contemporary
issues of inequality and discrimination.

Moreover, African American political thought serves as a reminder that political ideas are not static
but are continually reshaped by lived experience, historical context, and collective struggle. It
invites us to reflect on how race, power, and identity influence our political system and encourages a
more inclusive and equitable approach to governance.

As the United States continues to grapple with questions of racial justice and democracy, the
insights drawn from African American political thought remain as relevant as ever—guiding new
generations in the ongoing fight for freedom, dignity, and equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes in African American political
thought?
Key themes include the struggle for civil rights, racial justice, equality, Black empowerment,
resistance to systemic oppression, and the pursuit of social, economic, and political inclusion.

Who are some influential figures in African American political
thought?
Influential figures include Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. Du Bois, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Angela Davis, and Cornel West, among others.

How did the Harlem Renaissance influence African American
political thought?
The Harlem Renaissance fostered a cultural and intellectual awakening that emphasized Black pride,
civil rights, and political activism, shaping a new generation of African American leaders and
thinkers.

What role does African American political thought play in



contemporary social movements?
It provides a framework for understanding systemic racism and guides activism around Black Lives
Matter, police reform, voting rights, and broader racial equity efforts.

How has African American political thought evolved since the
Civil Rights Movement?
It has expanded to address intersectionality, economic justice, LGBTQ+ rights, and global Black
solidarity, reflecting the complexity of modern social justice issues.

What is the significance of Black feminism within African
American political thought?
Black feminism highlights the interconnectedness of race, gender, and class oppression, advocating
for inclusive political strategies that address the unique experiences of Black women.

How do African American political thinkers view the concept
of democracy?
Many emphasize a more inclusive and participatory democracy that actively dismantles racial
inequalities and ensures equal political representation and rights for African Americans.

Additional Resources
African American Political Thought: A Deep Dive into Its Evolution and Impact

african american political thought embodies a rich and complex tradition that reflects the
struggles, aspirations, and ideological diversity of Black Americans throughout U.S. history. Rooted
in the realities of slavery, segregation, and systemic discrimination, this field of political philosophy
has evolved to address both the intersectionality of race and politics and the broader quest for social
justice, equality, and empowerment. Understanding African American political thought requires an
exploration of its historical foundations, key intellectual figures, and contemporary relevance amid
ongoing debates on race, governance, and civil rights.

Historical Foundations of African American Political
Thought

The genesis of African American political thought can be traced back to the era of slavery and the
abolitionist movement. Early Black intellectuals and activists, such as Frederick Douglass and
Sojourner Truth, articulated visions of freedom and citizenship that challenged the prevailing racial
hierarchies. Their writings and speeches laid the groundwork for a political consciousness grounded
in human dignity and rights. During Reconstruction, African American political agency flourished
briefly with the election of Black legislators and the establishment of civil rights protections, only to



be met with violent backlash and the imposition of Jim Crow laws.

This turbulent history shaped the contours of African American political thought by emphasizing
resistance to oppression and the pursuit of political inclusion. The post-Reconstruction period saw
the emergence of distinct ideological responses to segregation and disenfranchisement. Booker T.
Washington advocated for a philosophy of accommodation and vocational education, while W.E.B.
Du Bois championed immediate civil rights and higher education, exemplifying the diversity within
Black political ideologies.

Key Intellectual Figures and Their Contributions

African American political thought is marked by the contributions of seminal figures who provided
theoretical frameworks and practical strategies for Black liberation and empowerment:

Frederick Douglass: His emphasis on universal human rights and political participation
remains foundational in Black political discourse.

W.E.B. Du Bois: Advocated for the "Talented Tenth" and the necessity of political activism
and higher education in achieving racial equality.

Malcolm X: Introduced a radical critique of systemic racism and promoted Black nationalism
and self-defense.

Angela Davis: Integrated critiques of race, class, and gender, contributing to intersectional
political thought.

These intellectuals illustrate the spectrum of African American political thought, from integrationist
to separatist approaches, highlighting internal debates about the best paths toward liberation.

Contemporary Themes in African American Political
Thought

In the 21st century, African American political thought continues to evolve, responding to new
challenges such as mass incarceration, economic inequality, and the persistence of systemic racism
in institutions. The rise of the Black Lives Matter movement exemplifies a contemporary
manifestation of political thought that combines grassroots activism with digital mobilization to
address police violence and racial injustice.

Intersectionality and Inclusivity

One of the defining features of modern African American political thought is the incorporation of
intersectionality—a concept originally articulated by Kimberlé Crenshaw—which examines how race



intersects with gender, class, sexuality, and other identities. This framework has expanded the scope
of political analysis, ensuring that movements address the multifaceted experiences of Black
communities. For example, contemporary activists emphasize the importance of including LGBTQ+
voices and women of color in leadership, reflecting a more nuanced understanding of oppression and
resistance.

Political Participation and Representation

African American political thought also engages deeply with questions of political participation and
representation. Despite gains in electoral politics, including the election of Barack Obama as the
first Black president, disparities in voter turnout and political influence persist. Scholars and
activists debate the efficacy of traditional political engagement versus alternative forms of activism,
such as community organizing and protest. This ongoing discourse shapes strategies aimed at
overcoming voter suppression and ensuring substantive political power for Black Americans.

Comparative Perspectives and Global Influence

African American political thought does not exist in isolation; it has parallels and points of dialogue
with other movements worldwide. The civil rights struggle has inspired anti-colonial and liberation
movements in Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin America. Conversely, Pan-Africanism and diasporic
solidarity have enriched African American political discourse by emphasizing shared histories and
goals across continents.

Pan-Africanism: Advocates for unity among people of African descent globally, influencing
African American political strategies and identity politics.

Black Feminism: Emerged as a critical perspective addressing the compounded oppression
faced by Black women both in the U.S. and internationally.

Comparative Social Justice Movements: Exchanges between African American activists and
indigenous or minority groups worldwide highlight common challenges and innovative
solutions.

These global intersections underscore the dynamic and transnational character of African American
political thought, reinforcing its relevance in broader discussions of human rights and democracy.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its rich intellectual heritage, African American political thought faces ongoing challenges.
Internal disagreements over ideology, strategy, and leadership sometimes hinder unified action.
Critics argue that certain strands of thought may unintentionally marginalize voices or prioritize
specific issues at the expense of others. Moreover, the commodification of Black culture and political



symbols in mainstream society can dilute the potency of political messages.

Nevertheless, these tensions also stimulate critical reflection and adaptation, ensuring that African
American political thought remains vibrant and responsive to contemporary realities.

Exploring African American political thought reveals a tapestry of ideas and actions that have
shaped American democracy and continue to influence global discourses on race, justice, and power.
Its ongoing evolution reflects the resilience and creativity of Black Americans as they navigate the
complexities of political life in pursuit of equity and liberation.

African American Political Thought

  african american political thought: African American Political Thought Melvin L. Rogers,
Jack Turner, 2021-05-07 African American Political Thought offers an unprecedented philosophical
history of thinkers from the African American community and African diaspora who have addressed
the central issues of political life: democracy, race, violence, liberation, solidarity, and mass political
action. Melvin L. Rogers and Jack Turner have brought together leading scholars to reflect on
individual intellectuals from the past four centuries, developing their list with an expansive approach
to political expression. The collected essays consider such figures as Martin Delany, Ida B. Wells, W.
E. B. Du Bois, James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, and Audre Lorde, whose works are addressed by
scholars such as Farah Jasmin Griffin, Robert Gooding-Williams, Michael Dawson, Nick Bromell, Neil
Roberts, and Lawrie Balfour. While African American political thought is inextricable from the
historical movement of American political thought, this volume stresses the individuality of Black
thinkers, the transnational and diasporic consciousness, and how individual speakers and writers
draw on various traditions simultaneously to broaden our conception of African American political
ideas. This landmark volume gives us the opportunity to tap into the myriad and nuanced political
theories central to Black life. In doing so, African American Political Thought: A Collected History
transforms how we understand the past and future of political thinking in the West.
  african american political thought: African American Political Thought and American
Culture Alex Zamalin, 2015-10-07 This book demonstrates how certain African American writers
radically re-envisioned core American ideals in order to make them serviceable for racial justice.
Each writer's unprecedented reconstruction of key American values has the potential to energize
American citizenship today.
  african american political thought: Black Political Thought Sherrow O. Pinder, 2020 A
unique collection of articles and speeches by prominent African American activists, spanning over
150 years of black political thought.
  african american political thought: African American Political Thought, 1890-1930 Cary
D. Wintz, 1995 A collection of essays, letters, speeches, and editorials produced by four prominent
African American civil rights leaders in the late 19th century.
  african american political thought: African-American Social and Political Thought
Howard Brotz, 2011-12-31 In bringing together the most characteristic and serious writings by black
scholars, authors, journalists, and educators from the years that preceded the modem civil rights
movement, African-American Social and Political Thought provides a comprehensive guide to the
range and diversity of black thought. The volume offers a deep history of how the terms of
contemporary debate over the future of black Americans were formed. The writings assembled here
reveal a tension and a thread between two essential poles of thought. These include those voices
that clearly projected civic assimilation as the goal of black aspiration, and those who described how
this aim would be achieved, as well as nationalist or separatist voices that despaired of ever having a
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dignified future in a biracial society. These two positions reflect the most fundamental questions
faced by any minority group. In his forceful and courageous introduction to this new edition, Howard
Brotz relates the thoughts and reflections of these black thinkers to the social and political situation
of blacks in America today and argues against the political orthodoxy and sociological determinism
that perpetuates the image of the black as a perennial and passive victim. In the scope and quality of
its contents, African-American Social and Political Thought is a unique, invaluable source book for
cultural historians, sociologists, and students of black history.
  african american political thought: Capitalism vs. Collectivism: The Colonial Era to 1945
Marcus Pohlmann, 2013-12-16 First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis,
an informa company.
  african american political thought: In the Shadow of Du Bois Robert Gooding-Williams,
2010-01-30 Here, in a major addition to American studies and the first book-length philosophical
treatment of Du Bois’s thought, Robert Gooding-Williams examines the conceptual foundations of Du
Bois’s interpretation of black politics.
  african american political thought: Struggle on Their Minds Alex Zamalin, 2017-05-23
American political thought has been shaped by those who fought back against social inequality,
economic exclusion, the denial of political representation, and slavery, the country's original sin. Yet
too often the voices of African American resistance have been neglected, silenced, or forgotten. In
this timely book, Alex Zamalin considers key moments of resistance to demonstrate its current and
future necessity, focusing on five activists across two centuries who fought to foreground slavery
and racial injustice in American political discourse. Struggle on Their Minds shows how the core
values of the American political tradition have been continually challenged—and strengthened—by
antiracist resistance, creating a rich legacy of African American political thought that is an
invaluable component of contemporary struggles for racial justice. Zamalin looks at the language
and concepts put forward by the abolitionists David Walker and Frederick Douglass, the antilynching
activist Ida B. Wells, the Black Panther Party organizer Huey Newton, and the prison abolitionist
Angela Davis. Each helped revise and transform ideas about power, justice, community, action, and
the role of emotion in political action. Their thought encouraged abolitionists to call for the
eradication of slavery, black journalists to chastise American institutions for their indifference to
lynching, and black radicals to police the police and to condemn racial injustice in the American
prison system. Taken together, these movements pushed political theory forward, offering new
language and concepts to sustain democracy in tense times. Struggle on Their Minds is a critical text
for our contemporary moment, showing how the political thought that comes out of resistance can
energize the practice of democratic citizenship and ultimately help address the prevailing problem of
racial injustice.
  african american political thought: African American Environmental Thought Kimberly K.
Smith, 2021-02-02 African American intellectual thought has long provided a touchstone for national
politics and civil rights, but, as Kimberly Smith reveals, it also has much to say about our
relationship to nature. In this first single-authored book to link African American and environmental
studies, Smith uncovers a rich tradition stretching from the abolition movement through the Harlem
Renaissance, demonstrating that black Americans have been far from indifferent to environmental
concerns. Beginning with environmental critiques of slave agriculture in the early nineteenth
century and evolving through critical engagements with scientific racism, artistic primitivism,
pragmatism, and twentieth-century urban reform, Smith highlights the continuity of
twentieth-century black politics with earlier efforts by slaves and freedmen to possess the land. She
examines the works of such canonical figures as Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, W. E. B.
Du Bois, and Alain Locke, all of whom wrote forcefully about how slavery and racial oppression
affected black Americans' relationship to the environment. Smith's analysis focuses on the
importance of freedom in humans' relationship with nature. According to black theorists, the denial
of freedom can distort one's relationship to the natural world, impairing stewardship and alienating
one from the land. Her pathbreaking study offers the first linkage of the early conservation



movement to black history, the first detailed description of black agrarianism, and the first analysis
of scientific racism as an environmental theory. It also offers a new way to conceptualize black
politics by bringing into view its environmental dimension, as well as a normative environmental
theory grounded in pragmatism and aimed at identifying the social conditions for environmental
virtue. Smith's work offers a new approach to established writers and thinkers and shows that they
justly deserve a place in the canon of American environmental thought. African American
Environmental Thought enriches our understanding of black politics and environmental history, and
of environmental theory in general. Because slavery and racism have shaped the meaning of the
American landscape, this body of thought offers us fresh conceptual resources by which we can
make better sense of our world.
  african american political thought: The Darkened Light of Faith Melvin L. Rogers,
2023-09-26 A powerful new account of what a group of nineteenth- and twentieth-century African
American activists, intellectuals, and artists can teach us about democracy Could the African
American political tradition save American democracy? African Americans have had every reason to
reject America’s democratic experiment. Yet African American activists, intellectuals, and artists
who have sought to transform the United States into a racially just society have put forward some of
the most original and powerful ideas about how to make America live up to its democratic ideals. In
The Darkened Light of Faith, Melvin Rogers provides a bold new account of African American
political thought through the works and lives of individuals who built this vital tradition—a tradition
that is urgently needed today. The book reexamines how figures as diverse as David Walker,
Frederick Douglass, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. Wells, W.E.B. Du Bois, Billie Holiday, and James
Baldwin thought about the politics, people, character, and culture of a society that so often
dominated them. Sharing a light of faith darkened but not extinguished by the tragic legacy of
slavery, they resisted the conclusion that America would always be committed to white supremacy.
They believed that democracy is always in the process of becoming and that they could use it to
reimagine society. But they also saw that achieving racial justice wouldn’t absolve us of the darkest
features of our shared past, and that democracy must be measured by how skillfully we confront a
history that will forever remain with us. An ambitious account of the profound ways African
Americans have reimagined democracy, The Darkened Light of Faith offers invaluable lessons about
how to grapple with racial injustice and make democracy work.
  african american political thought: American Political Thought Jonathan Keller, Alex
Zamalin, 2017-04-21 The twenty-first century presents unique political challenges, like increasing
concern over racially based police brutality and mass incarceration, continuing economic and gender
inequality, the rise of conservative and libertarian politics, and the appropriate role of religion in
American politics. Current scholarship in American political thought research neither adequately
responds to the contemporary moment in American politics nor fully captures the depth and scope of
this rich tradition. This collection of essays offers an innovative expansion of the American political
tradition. By exposing the major ideas and thinkers of the four major yet still underappreciated
alternative traditions of American political thought—African American, feminist, radical and
conservative—this book challenges the boundaries of American political thinking about such values
like freedom, justice, equality, democracy, economy, rights, identity, and the role of the state in
American life. These traditions, the various authors show in different ways, not only present a much
fuller and more accurate characterization of what counts as American political thought. They are
also especially unique for the conceptual resources they provide for addressing contemporary
developments in American politics. Offering an original and substantive interpretation of thinkers
and movements, American Political Thought will help students understand how to put American
political thought into conversation with contemporary debates in political theory.
  african american political thought: Black Visions Michael C. Dawson, 2001 This
comprehensive analysis of the complex relationship of black political thought identifies which
political ideologies are supported by blacks, then traces their historical roots and examines their
effects on black public opinion.



  african american political thought: The Modern African American Political Thought Reader
Angela Jones, 2013 The Modern African American Political Thought Reader compiles the work of
great African American political thinkers throughout the twentieth century and up through today to
show the development of black political thought and trace the interconnectedness of each person's
ideas through their own words. From abolition, through civil rights, Black nationalism, radical
feminism, neo-conservativism, and the new Black Moderate, Angela Jones has collected the key
readings of the most important figures in black political history. Each chapter includes an
introduction to the themes of the chapter, a biographical sketch of the person profiled, and some of
their greatest works, chosen to show the range of political subjects of interest to African Americans.
From Radicals like Angela Y. Davis to Conservatives such as Michael Steele, this anthology
showcases the diversity of political thought within the African American community. It is a must for
anyone interested in African American history and politics.
  african american political thought: African American Political Thought: Integration vs.
separatism, from the colonial period to the present Marcus D. Pohlmann, 2003
  african american political thought: African American Political Thought and American
Culture Alex Zamalin, 2014-01-14 This book demonstrates how certain African American writers
radically re-envisioned core American ideals in order to make them serviceable for racial justice.
Each writer's unprecedented reconstruction of key American values has the potential to energize
American citizenship today.
  african american political thought: Black Power Ideologies John Mccartney, 2010-06-18
Tracing the course of Black Power Movements from the 18th century to the present.
  african american political thought: African-American Social and Political Thought
Howard Brotz, B. William Austin, 2017-10-12 In bringing together the most characteristic and
serious writings by black scholars, authors, journalists, and educators from the years that preceded
the modem civil rights movement, 'African-American Social and Political Thought' provides a
comprehensive guide to the range and diversity of black thought. The volume offers a deep history of
how the terms of contemporary debate over the future of black Americans were formed. The
writings assembled here reveal a tension and a thread between two essential poles of thought. These
include those voices that clearly projected civic assimilation as the goal of black aspiration, and
those who described how this aim would be achieved, as well as nationalist or separatist voices that
despaired of ever having a dignified future in a biracial society. These two positions reflect the most
fundamental questions faced by any minority group. In his forceful and courageous introduction to
this new edition, Howard Brotz relates the thoughts and reflections of these black thinkers to the
social and political situation of blacks in America today and argues against the political orthodoxy
and sociological determinism that perpetuates the image of the black as a perennial and passive
victim. In the scope and quality of its contents, African-American Social and Political Thought is a
unique, invaluable source book for cultural historians, sociologists, and students of black history.
  african american political thought: Deforming American Political Thought Michael J.
Shapiro, 2006-10-20 By affirming the relativity of the American historical imagination, political
theorist Michael J. Shapiro offers a powerful polemic against ethnocentric interpretations of
American culture and politics. Deforming American Political Thought analyzes issues that range
from the nature of Thomas Jefferson's vision of an egalitarian nation to the persistence of racial
inequality. Shapiro offers a multifaceted argument that transcends the myopic scope of traditional
political discourse. Deforming American Political Thought illustrates the various ways in which
history, architecture, film, music, literature, and art provide approaches to the comprehension of
diverse facets of American political thought from the founding to the present. Using these seemingly
disparate disciplines as a framework, Shapiro paints a picture of American political philosophy that
is as distinctive as it enlightening. Shapiro explores the historically vital role of dissenting points of
view in American politics and asserts its continuing importance in today's political landscape.
Exploring such diverse works as slave narratives, contemporary films, genre fiction, and blues and
jazz music, Shapiro reveals that there have always been dissenting voices casting doubt on the moral



purpose and exceptionalism of the American mind. An unprecedented inquiry into American politics,
Deforming American Political Thought will surely serve to reinvigorate discussions about the
essence of American political thought.
  african american political thought: The Time is Always Now Nick Bromell, 2013-09-04 Why,
asks Nick Bromell, should the political thought of white Americans remain the only theory to which
Americans of all ethnicities turn when constructing and reconstructing their understanding of
democracy? Must Americans remain locked in an apartheid of experience and perception even after
whites have become a minority population in this nation? Hasn't the 2012 presidential election made
clear that the time has come to build not just on the votes of citizens of color, but on the varieties of
democratic thought their experience has engendered? In his answers to these questions, Bromell
brings to light an underappreciated stream of democratic reflection by black writers and activists
from David Walker to Malcolm X. Bromell argues that these thinkers urge Americans to
fundamentally re-imagine the nature of their democracy and recognize that indignation can be a
powerful and productive democratic emotion; that dignity is just as important to democracy as
equality and liberty; that national citizenship can be infused with a sense of responsibility to the
world; and that faith can actually promote rather than threaten democratic pluralism. A literary
critic and intellectual historian, Bromell draws on a wide range of fiction, essays, speeches, and oral
histories, deftly synthesizing recent work in U.S. history, literary and cultural studies, and political
theory. Like the figures he discusses, he puts this thought to work in the present moment, this now.
Black democratic insights, he shows, are strikingly relevant to the challenges facing US democracy
today, and they provide the basis for a new, post-liberal public philosophy with which to turn back
the rise of radical conservatism. Historian Robin D.G. Kelley writes: In this work of enormous
breadth, depth, and imagination, Nick Bromell makes what may be the most original contribution to
political theory in the past decade. In this age of alleged color blindness, Bromell has the vision and
the chutzpah to turn to African American thought-ideas born of struggle, anchored in questions of
dignity, human relationships, and faith-in order to revitalize American democracy.
  african american political thought: Reconsidering American Political Thought Saladin
Ambar, 2019-11-11 Filling in the missing spaces left by traditional textbooks on American political
thought, Reconsidering American Political Thought uses race, gender, and ethnicity as a lens
through which to engage ongoing debates on American values and intellectual traditions. Weaving
document-based texts analysis with short excerpts from classics in American literature, this book
presents a re-examination of the political and intellectual debates of consequence throughout
American history. Purposely beginning the story in 1619, Saladin Ambar reassesses the religious,
political, and social histories of the colonial period in American history. Thereafter, Ambar moves
through the story of America, with each chapter focusing on a different era in American history up to
the present day. Ambar threads together analysis of periods including Thomas Jefferson’s aspiration
to create an Empire of Liberty, the ethnic, racial, and gender-based discourse instrumental in
creating a Yankee industrial state between 1877 and 1932, and the intellectual, cultural, and social
forces that led to the political rise of Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama in recent decades. In
closing, Ambar assesses the prospects for a new, more invigorated political thought and discourse to
reshape and redirect national energies and identity in the Trump presidency. Reconsidering
American Political Thought presents a broad and subjective view about critical arguments in
American political thought, giving future generations of students and lecturers alike an inclusive
understanding of how to teach, research, study, and think about American political thought.
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