the writing revolution activities

The Writing Revolution Activities: Transforming How Students Learn to Write

the writing revolution activities have been gaining momentum as an effective
approach to improving student writing skills across various educational
settings. Rooted in cognitive science and structured pedagogy, these
activities emphasize clear, logical, and coherent writing by breaking down
complex ideas into manageable parts. If you’ve ever wondered how to help
students develop stronger writing abilities that go beyond mere grammar and
spelling, exploring the writing revolution activities offers a treasure trove
of strategies to make writing more accessible, engaging, and purposeful.

Understanding the Writing Revolution Approach

The Writing Revolution (TWR) is not just another writing program; it'’s a
method designed to teach students how to think critically and express those
thoughts clearly on paper. Originating from the research of education expert
Judith Hochman, TWR focuses on explicit instruction in sentence-level skills
that act as building blocks for more complex writing. By mastering these
foundational elements, students build confidence and competence in writing
across all subjects.

Unlike traditional writing instruction that often assumes students will pick
up writing skills naturally, TWR recognizes that many students—especially
those in under-resourced schools—need direct, systematic guidance. The
writing revolution activities are crafted to support this need, helping
students from elementary to high school levels improve their writing in a way
that also boosts reading comprehension and overall academic performance.

Key Components of the Writing Revolution
Activities

What sets the writing revolution activities apart is their focus on sentence-
level instruction and how these sentences combine to form paragraphs and
essays. Here are some essential components that form the backbone of these
activities:

1. Sentence Expansion and Elaboration

One of the first skills students learn is how to expand simple sentences. For
example, a basic sentence like "The cat sat" can be expanded to "The black
cat sat quietly on the windowsill." This activity encourages students to add



detail and specificity, which not only makes writing more interesting but
also helps clarify meaning.

By practicing sentence expansion, students develop a better understanding of
how adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases enhance writing. Teachers
often guide students to ask questions like “Who? What? Where? When? Why?
How?"” to build richer sentences.

2. Sentence Combining

Another cornerstone of TWR activities is sentence combining. This involves
taking short, choppy sentences and merging them into more complex, fluent
ones. For example, “The sun was bright. The birds were singing.” can become,
“The bright sun shone as the birds sang.”

Sentence combining teaches students about conjunctions, relative clauses, and
varied sentence structures, which are vital for writing essays, reports, and
narratives. It’s a skill that enhances readability and flow, making student
writing more engaging.

3. Using Sentence Stems and Frames

Many learners struggle with how to begin sentences or organize their
thoughts. Writing revolution activities often include sentence stems or
frames—starter phrases that provide scaffolding. For example, “One reason
why..” or “As a result..” help students construct logical arguments or
explanations.

These tools give students confidence and reduce writer’s block, especially
for English language learners or students with limited writing experience.
Over time, students internalize these structures and write more
independently.

How to Implement Writing Revolution Activities
in the Classroom

Integrating the writing revolution activities into daily lessons doesn’t
require a complete overhaul of your curriculum. Instead, it can be woven into
existing subjects to enhance both writing and content learning.

Start Small and Build Consistency



Begin by dedicating a few minutes each day to focused writing exercises. For
instance, start with sentence expansion during morning warm-ups or
incorporate sentence combining into reading comprehension lessons.
Consistency is key-regular practice helps reinforce skills.

Use Content from Other Subjects

One of the strengths of the writing revolution activities is their cross-
curricular applicability. History, science, and social studies provide rich
content for writing practice. For example, after a science lesson, students
might write expanded sentences describing a process like photosynthesis, or
combine sentences explaining a historical event.

This approach not only improves writing but deepens understanding of subject
matter, creating a virtuous learning cycle.

Model and Think Aloud

Teachers can greatly enhance learning by modeling the writing process. Think
aloud while expanding or combining sentences to show students how to approach
the task. This transparency demystifies writing and provides concrete
strategies students can emulate.

Benefits of Incorporating Writing Revolution
Activities

The impact of writing revolution activities extends beyond better writing; it
also fosters critical thinking and academic success.

Improved Writing Across Disciplines

Since the foundation of TWR is sentence-level skill development, students
find it easier to tackle writing tasks in any subject. Whether drafting lab
reports, writing essays, or summarizing readings, their improved writing
mechanics and organization shine through.

Enhanced Reading Comprehension

Interestingly, focusing on writing helps students become better readers.
Breaking down sentences and understanding their components improves students’
ability to analyze complex texts, boosting overall literacy.



Support for Struggling Learners

Students who previously found writing daunting gain confidence as they master
manageable tasks. English language learners, students with learning
difficulties, and those with limited prior instruction often show marked
improvement thanks to the structured, explicit nature of the writing
revolution activities.

Examples of Effective Writing Revolution
Activities

To give you a clearer picture, here are some practical activities that embody
the principles of the writing revolution:

e Sentence Expansion Drill: Take a basic sentence and ask students to
answer “Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?” questions to add detail.

e Sentence Combining Challenge: Provide a set of short sentences and have
students combine them using conjunctions or relative clauses.

e Paragraph Reconstruction: Give students a jumbled paragraph and ask them
to reorder sentences logically, reinforcing coherence and organization.

e Using Sentence Frames for Argument Writing: Teach students to build

persuasive arguments using sentence stems like “I believe that..” or
“This shows that..”

These activities are adaptable for different grade levels and can be modified
to suit individual classroom needs.

Tips for Maximizing the Impact of Writing
Revolution Activities

To get the most from these activities, consider these tips:
1. Integrate Writing and Reading: Use texts students are reading in class
to craft writing prompts.

2. Provide Frequent, Specific Feedback: Focus on sentence-level
improvements as well as overall clarity.



3. Encourage Peer Collaboration: Let students work in pairs or groups to
combine and expand sentences, promoting discussion and deeper
understanding.

4. Use Visual Aids: Graphic organizers or sentence diagrams can help
students visualize sentence structure.

5. Be Patient and Celebrate Progress: Writing skills develop over time;
acknowledging small victories keeps students motivated.

The writing revolution activities, when applied thoughtfully, can
revolutionize the way students approach writing, turning it from a dreaded
task into a powerful tool for learning and expression.

By incorporating these strategies, educators can unlock students’ potential,
equipping them with writing skills that serve them well beyond the classroom
walls.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is The Writing Revolution (TWR) approach?

The Writing Revolution is an educational method focused on improving
students' writing and thinking skills through explicit instruction in
sentence-level writing and structured activities.

What types of activities are commonly used in The
Writing Revolution?

Common activities include sentence expansion, sentence combining, text
reconstruction, summarization, and using sentence stems to develop clear and
coherent writing.

How do The Writing Revolution activities improve
students' writing skills?

These activities teach students to express complex ideas clearly and
logically by mastering sentence structure, organization, and the use of
transition words, which enhances both writing and critical thinking.

Can The Writing Revolution activities be integrated
into subjects other than English?

Yes, TWR activities can be integrated into science, social studies, and other
subjects to help students organize their thoughts and communicate knowledge



effectively in writing.

What age groups benefit most from The Writing
Revolution activities?

While The Writing Revolution is effective for all grade levels, it is
especially beneficial for middle and high school students who need support in
developing clear and structured writing skills.

How can teachers implement The Writing Revolution
activities in their classrooms?

Teachers can start by introducing sentence-level activities, modeling writing
strategies, providing scaffolded practice, and gradually increasing writing
complexity across lessons.

What role do sentence stems play in The Writing
Revolution activities?

Sentence stems help students start writing by providing a structured
framework that encourages clear expression and helps build more complex
sentences.

Are there digital resources available for The
Writing Revolution activities?

Yes, there are various online platforms, lesson plans, and interactive tools
designed to support The Writing Revolution activities and make implementation
easier for educators.

How do The Writing Revolution activities support
struggling writers?

TWR activities break down writing into manageable steps, focus on sentence
construction, and provide explicit instruction, which helps struggling
writers build confidence and improve gradually.

What is the impact of The Writing Revolution
activities on students' academic performance?

Students who engage in TWR activities often show improved writing clarity,
stronger analytical skills, and better performance on standardized tests and
classroom assignments.



Additional Resources

The Writing Revolution Activities: Transforming Literacy Education Through
Structured Writing

the writing revolution activities have garnered significant attention within
educational circles for their transformative approach to improving student
literacy and writing skills. Originating from the research-based framework
developed by Judith C. Hochman and Natalie Wexler, The Writing Revolution
(TWR) emphasizes explicit instruction in sentence construction, paragraph
development, and coherent writing strategies. This article offers an
analytical review of the core activities integral to the Writing Revolution,
exploring how these exercises are reshaping writing instruction across grade
levels and content areas.

Understanding the Foundation of The Writing
Revolution Activities

The Writing Revolution activities are grounded in the principle that writing
is not an innate skill but rather a set of teachable strategies that enhance
critical thinking and communication. Unlike traditional models that
prioritize creative expression without structural guidance, TWR advocates for
systematic instruction beginning with sentence-level work and gradually
advancing to more complex writing tasks.

Research indicates that students exposed to these structured writing
activities demonstrate improved academic performance not only in English
language arts but also in subjects like science and social studies. This
cross-disciplinary impact underscores the relevance of The Writing Revolution
activities in fostering comprehensive literacy.

Core Components of The Writing Revolution Activities

At its heart, The Writing Revolution employs several key activities designed
to scaffold student learning:

e Sentence Expansion and Combining: Students learn to build complex
sentences by adding modifying clauses, phrases, and conjunctions to
simple sentences. This activity enhances syntactical awareness and
clarity.

e Sentence Deconstruction: This involves breaking down complex sentences
into their component parts to better understand structure and meaning,
helping students internalize grammatical conventions.



e Paragraph Writing: Using the "because, but, so" framework, students are
taught to logically connect ideas within paragraphs, fostering coherence
and flow.

e Answering Questions in Complete Sentences: This activity reinforces the
habit of providing full, structured responses rather than fragmented
answers, promoting academic rigor.

e Summarization and Explanation: Students practice condensing information
and articulating reasoning, which strengthens comprehension and
analytical skills.

These activities are typically integrated into daily lesson plans, ensuring
consistent practice and gradual mastery.

The Pedagogical Impact of Writing Revolution
Activities

Implementing The Writing Revolution activities has been linked to measurable
gains in student writing proficiency. Schools adopting TWR report that
students develop a stronger grasp of grammar and sentence structure, which
directly correlates with improved reading comprehension and critical thinking
abilities. This effect is particularly pronounced for students with language-
based learning disabilities or those who are English language learners.

Moreover, the activities encourage content-area teachers to incorporate
writing into their instruction, breaking down silos between disciplines. For
example, a history teacher might use sentence expansion exercises to help
students articulate historical arguments more effectively. This
interdisciplinary approach maximizes the utility of writing skills and
reinforces their relevance across academic domains.

Comparisons with Traditional Writing Instruction

Traditional writing instruction often emphasizes free writing, creative
projects, and peer review without a structured focus on sentence-level
skills. While these methods have their merits, they may leave gaps in
students’ foundational writing abilities. In contrast, The Writing Revolution
activities prioritize explicit instruction in the mechanics of writing,
ensuring that students build competence from the ground up.

Studies comparing TWR with conventional approaches reveal that students
engaged in Writing Revolution activities tend to produce clearer, more
organized, and grammatically sound writing samples. However, critics argue
that the method’s focus on structure might constrain creativity if not



balanced with opportunities for expressive writing.

Implementing The Writing Revolution Activities
in Classrooms

Successful integration of The Writing Revolution activities requires teacher
training and ongoing support. Educators are encouraged to:

1. Begin with sentence-level exercises before progressing to paragraphs and
essays.

2. Use model sentences and examples to illustrate concepts clearly.

3. Incorporate writing activities across subjects rather than isolating
them to language arts.

4. Provide timely, specific feedback focused on both content and structure.

5. Adapt activities to meet diverse student needs and language
proficiencies.

Many districts have reported that professional development programs aligned
with TWR principles enhance teacher confidence and instructional quality.

Challenges and Considerations

While The Writing Revolution activities offer a structured path to literacy,
their implementation is not without challenges. Some educators express
concerns about the time required to cover foundational writing skills amid
already packed curricula. Additionally, differentiating instruction to
accommodate varying student abilities demands careful planning.

Another consideration is maintaining student engagement; repetitive sentence
drills might feel monotonous without creative integration. Thus, blending The
Writing Revolution activities with engaging content and authentic writing
tasks is essential to sustain motivation.

The Future of Writing Instruction: The Role of
Writing Revolution Activities

As education systems worldwide grapple with literacy disparities and the



evolving demands of communication skills, The Writing Revolution activities
present a compelling model. Their emphasis on explicit, skill-based
instruction aligns well with current trends toward evidence-based teaching
practices.

Increasingly, digital tools and platforms are being developed to support
these activities, offering interactive sentence-building exercises and real-
time feedback. Such innovations could further enhance accessibility and
effectiveness.

Ultimately, The Writing Revolution activities represent a shift towards
demystifying writing, making it an attainable and transferable skill for all
students. By focusing on the building blocks of language and logic, these
activities empower learners to express complex ideas clearly—an essential
competence in academic and professional contexts alike.

The Writing Revolution Activities

the writing revolution activities: The Writing Revolution Judith C. Hochman, Natalie
Wexler, 2017-08-07 Why you need a writing revolution in your classroom and how to lead it The
Writing Revolution (TWR) provides a clear method of instruction that you can use no matter what
subject or grade level you teach. The model, also known as The Hochman Method, has
demonstrated, over and over, that it can turn weak writers into strong communicators by focusing
on specific techniques that match their needs and by providing them with targeted feedback.
Insurmountable as the challenges faced by many students may seem, The Writing Revolution can
make a dramatic difference. And the method does more than improve writing skills. It also helps:
Boost reading comprehension Improve organizational and study skills Enhance speaking abilities
Develop analytical capabilities The Writing Revolution is as much a method of teaching content as it
is a method of teaching writing. There's no separate writing block and no separate writing
curriculum. Instead, teachers of all subjects adapt the TWR strategies and activities to their current
curriculum and weave them into their content instruction. But perhaps what's most revolutionary
about the TWR method is that it takes the mystery out of learning to write well. It breaks the writing
process down into manageable chunks and then has students practice the chunks they need,
repeatedly, while also learning content.

the writing revolution activities: The Writing Revolution 2.0 Judith C. Hochman, Natalie
Wexler, 2025-04-01 Lead a writing revolution in your classroom with the proven Hochman Method
Building on the success of the original best-seller, this new edition of The Writing Revolution adds
valuable guidance for teachers seeking a way to bring their students' writing ability up to rigorous
state standards. As thousands of educators have already discovered, The Writing Revolution
provides the road map they need, clearly explaining how to incorporate the Hochman Method into
their instruction, no matter what subject or grade they're teaching and regardless of the ability level
of their students. The new edition provides a reorganized sequence of activities and even more
student-facing examples, making it easier than ever to bring the method to your classroom. The
Writing Revolution isn't a separate curriculum or program teachers need to juggle. Rather, it is a
method providing strategies and activities that teachers can adapt to their preexisting curriculum
and weave into their content instruction. By focusing on specific techniques that match their
students' needs and providing them with targeted feedback, The Writing Revolution can turn weak
writers into strong and confident communicators. In addition, the method can: Identify
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misconceptions and gaps in knowledge Boost reading comprehension and learning Improve
organizational skills Enrich oral language Develop analytical abilities The Writing Revolution takes
the mystery out of teaching students to write well.

the writing revolution activities: The Writing Revolution Judith C. Hochman, Natalie Wexler,
2017-07-27 Why you need a writing revolution in your classroom and how to lead it The Writing
Revolution (TWR) provides a clear method of instruction that you can use no matter what subject or
grade level you teach. The model, also known as The Hochman Method, has demonstrated, over and
over, that it can turn weak writers into strong communicators by focusing on specific techniques
that match their needs and by providing them with targeted feedback. Insurmountable as the
challenges faced by many students may seem, The Writing Revolution can make a dramatic
difference. And the method does more than improve writing skills. It also helps: Boost reading
comprehension Improve organizational and study skills Enhance speaking abilities Develop
analytical capabilities The Writing Revolution is as much a method of teaching content as it is a
method of teaching writing. There's no separate writing block and no separate writing curriculum.
Instead, teachers of all subjects adapt the TWR strategies and activities to their current curriculum
and weave them into their content instruction. But perhaps what's most revolutionary about the
TWR method is that it takes the mystery out of learning to write well. It breaks the writing process
down into manageable chunks and then has students practice the chunks they need, repeatedly,
while also learning content.

the writing revolution activities: How to Lead it: Primary Science Kirsty Simkin,
2025-08-14 Finding it hard to know what to prioritise as subject lead or how to work out which
research is relevant and how it applies to your subject? The How to Lead It series are the go-to
guides for primary subject leads in schools and trusts. In them you will find: - clear summaries of
relevant research and thinking around best practice - age-specific and inclusive classroom examples
- case studies - reflective questions - suggestions for short PD sessions with colleagues Everything in
the book is applied thoughtfully to your specific subject area. These books enable busy subject
leaders to confidently make good decisions for effective teaching and impactful curricula. All the key
elements of the primary science curriculum are explored including curriculum planning, assessment,
modelling, engagement, practical science and dialogue as well as support on how to approach
research and a step-by-step guide to implementing changes in realistic and inclusive ways.

the writing revolution activities: The Art and Science of Teaching Primary Reading
Christopher Such, 2021-07-07 The essential guide to the science behind reading and its practical
implications for classroom teaching in primary schools. Teaching children to read is one of the most
important tasks in primary education and classroom practice needs to be underpinned by a secure
foundation of knowledge. Teachers need to know what reading entails, how children learn to read
and how it can be taught effectively. This book is an essential guide for primary teachers that
explores the key technical and practical aspects of how children read with strong links to theory and
how to translate this into the classroom. Bite-size chapters offer accessible research-informed ideas
across all major key topics including phonics, comprehension, teaching children with reading
difficulties and strategies for the classroom. Key features include: - Discussions of implications for
the classroom - Questions for further professional discussions - Retrieval quizzes - Further reading
suggestions - Glossary of key terms Christopher Such is a primary school teacher and the author of
the education blog Primary Colour. He can be found on Twitter via @Suchmo83.

the writing revolution activities: Beyond the Science of Reading Natalie Wexler, 2025 Wexler
debunks common myths about how children learn to read, explores the connection between reading
and writing skills, and offers practical solutions for bringing science-informed teaching to scale--

the writing revolution activities: Sentence Digs Aimee Buckner Haisten, 2025-12-08 Calling
all readers and writers: Dig into texts as you never have before with SENTENCE DIGS! By digging
into the ways words come together to bring meaning to the text, readers can crack open the
meaning of complex texts they are reading and writers can create sentences that are strong enough
to hold the big ideas they want to express. Sentence Digs is an innovative guide from trusted literacy




leader Aimee Buckner Haisten that shows teachers how to deepen their students” understanding of
reading and writing by harnessing the reciprocal relationship between syntax (sentence structure)
and semantics (meaning). This handy resource establishes an instructional framework for exploring
and analyzing grammatical components at the sentence level with engaging lessons, called sentence
digs. These lessons seamlessly integrate reading comprehension with writing instruction, fostering a
strong understanding of their intricate relationship. Students chunk sentences to analyze and
discuss their grammatical features, uncovering how word order and structure create meaning for
the reader. Then, by manipulating sentence elements, students gain a deeper appreciation for the
writer's craft and the choices professional writers make to convey specific ideas and emotions. By
the end of the sentence dig, students will have opportunities to dig deeper into the text through
ongoing discussions and opportunities to practice applying the sentence’s structure in their writing.
Sentence Digs offers focused interactions across three critical components of the learning day:
Reading comprehension: Improve students' ability to analyze complex texts and understand nuanced
meanings. Writing instruction: Develop strong writing skills by guiding students to craft sentences
that are precise, impactful, and expressive. Content area connections: Integrate language study
across disciplines, enhancing learning in subjects like science, social studies, and literature. If you
want to invite your students into authentic conversations about reading, writing, and language,
Sentence Digs offers an engaging, use-tomorrow resource that is sure to become a trusted resource
that third to sixth grade teachers will come back to year after year.

the writing revolution activities: Follow the Science to School: Evidence-based Practices for
Elementary Education Barbara Davidson, Kathleen Carroll, Michael J. Petrilli, 2022-03-21 “Follow
the science.” How often have you picked up an education book to read how, according to the
authors, the system is broken, failing, and flailing—but their ideas for fixing it will bring about a
miraculous transformation? That’s not the approach of this volume. Sure, the editors believe that our
system of education could achieve significantly better results. But they also recognize that schools
have gotten better over time. One explanation is the progress schools have made in “following the
science”. Especially in early reading and math instruction, scholars know more now about what
works than we did in the past, and more schools are putting that knowledge into practice. Now, in
the wake of a horrific pandemic, even the best elementary schools are struggling to help their
students get their momentum back again. In this book, the editors share high-quality syntheses of
evidence and insights from leading educators, academics, and other experts. And they communicate
those findings in user-friendly language, with an understanding of the real-world complexities of
schools and classrooms.

the writing revolution activities: Teaching Students to Dig Deeper Benjamin Johnson,
2013-10-02 This important new book identifies the skills and qualities students need, based on the
Common Core State Standards, to be really ready for college and careers. Go beyond content
knowledge...the deep thinking and learning skills detailed in this book will equip students for
success! Prepare your students for their futures by helping them become... Analytic thinkers Critical
thinkers Problem solvers Inquisitive Opportunistic Flexible Open minded Teachable Risk takers
Expressive Skilled at information gathering Skilled at drawing inferences and reaching conclusions
Skilled at using technology as a tool, not a crutch For each skill, you'll learn why it matters, and get
a whole host of practical strategies and techniques for bringing the skill to life in the
classroom—across the curriculum and for different grade levels. BONUS! You'll get useful,
much-needed information on planning high-quality assessments.

the writing revolution activities: Futuristic and Linguistic Perspectives on Teaching Writing
to Second Language Students Hanci-Azizoglu, Eda Basak, Kavakli, Nurdan, 2020-12-11 The aptitude
to write well is increasingly becoming a vital element that students need to succeed in college and
their future careers. Students must be equipped with competent writing skills as colleges and jobs
base the acceptance of students and workers on the quality of their writing. This situation captures
the complexity of the fact that writing represents higher intellectual skills and leads to a higher rate
of selection. Therefore, it is imperative that best strategies for teaching writing speakers of other




languages is imparted to provide insights to teachers who can better prepare their students for
future accomplishments. Futuristic and Linguistic Perspectives on Teaching Writing to Second
Language Students examines the theoretical and practical implications that should be put in place
for second language writers and offers critical futuristic and linguistic perspectives on teaching
writing to speakers of other languages. Highlighting such topics as EFL, ESL, composition, digital
storytelling, and forming identity, this book is ideal for second language teachers and writing
instructors, as well as academicians, professionals, researchers, and students working in the field of
language and linguistics.

the writing revolution activities: Teaching for Learning Claire Howell Major, Michael S.
Harris, Todd D. Zakrajsek, 2015-08-27 Despite a growing body of research on teaching methods,
instructors lack a comprehensive resource that highlights and synthesizes proven approaches.
Teaching for Learning fills that gap. Each of the one hundred and one entries: describes an
approach and lists its essential features and elements demonstrates how that approach has been
used in education, including specific examples from different disciplines reviews findings from the
research literature describes techniques to improve effectiveness. Teaching for Learning provides
instructors with a resource grounded in the academic knowledge base, written in an easily
accessible, engaging, and practical style.

the writing revolution activities: Teaching and Learning Argumentative Writing in High
School English Language Arts Classrooms George E. Newell, David Bloome, Alan Hirvela,
2015-06-05 Focused on the teaching and learning argumentative writing in grades 9-12, this
important contribution to literacy education research and classroom practice offers a new
perspective, a set of principled practices, and case studies of excellent teaching. The case studies
illustrate teaching and learning argumentative writing as the construction of knowledge and new
understandings about experiences, ideas, and texts. Six themes key to teaching argumentative
writing as a thoughtful, multi-leveled practice for deep learning and expression are presented:
teaching and learning argumentative writing as social practice, teachers’ epistemological beliefs
about argumentative writing, variations in instructional chains, instructional conversations in
support of argumentative writing as deep learning and appreciation of multiple perspectives,
contextualized analysis of argumentative writing, and the teaching and learning of argumentative
writing and the construction of rationalities.

the writing revolution activities: Assessing Writing to Support Learning Sandra Murphy,
Peggy O'Neill, 2022-11-08 In this book, authors Murphy and O’Neill propose a new way forward,
moving away from high-stakes, test-based writing assessment and the curriculum it generates and
toward an approach to assessment that centers on student learning and success. Reviewing the
landscape of writing assessment and existing research-based theories on writing, the authors
demonstrate how a test-based approach to accountability and current practices have undermined
effective teaching and learning of writing. This book bridges the gap between real-world writing that
takes place in schools, college, and careers and the writing that students are asked to do in
standardized writing assessments to offer a new ecological approach to writing assessment. Murphy
and O’Neill’s new way forward turns accountability inside out to help teachers understand the role
of formative assessments and assessment as inquiry. It also brings the outside in, by bridging the
gap between authentic writing and writing assessment. Through these two strands, readers learn
how assessment systems can be restructured to become better aligned with contemporary
understandings of writing and with best practices in teaching. With examples of assessments from
elementary school through college, chapters include guidance on designing assessments to address
multiple kinds of writing, integrate reading with writing, and incorporate digital technology and
multimodality. Emphasizing the central role that teachers play in systemic reform, the authors offer
sample assessments developed with intensive teacher involvement that support learning and provide
information for the evaluation of programs and schools. This book is an essential resource for
graduate students, instructors, scholars and policymakers in writing assessment, composition, and
English education.




the writing revolution activities: Investigations in Teaching and Learning Languages Danuta
Gabrys-Barker, Ewa Piechurska-Kuciel, Jerzy Zybert, 2014-07-08 The book presents most recent
investigations into foreign language teaching and learning discussed by prominent scholars in the
field. A wide variety of topics ranges from theoretical approaches to foreign language instruction to
a discussion of findings of empirical research in language learning and pedagogy. The theoretical
part of the volume tackles issues which constitute the backbone to the understanding of the
processes involved in language development, learning and teaching and thus contribute to applied
research. The empirical articles in Parts Two and Three of the volume report on studies focusing on
such important issues as various dimensions of awareness (language, cross-cultural competence or
affectivity) and specific methodologies implemented in different educational settings (such as, for
instance, dyslexic learners) or in teacher training programmes.

the writing revolution activities: The researchED Guide to Explicit and Direct Instruction: An
evidence-informed guide for teachers Adam Boxer, Tom Bennett, 2019-09-07 researchED is an
educator-led organisation with the goal of bridging the gap between research and practice. This
accessible and punchy series, overseen by founder Tom Bennett, tackles the most important topics
in education, with a range of experienced contributors exploring the latest evidence and research
and how it can apply in a variety of classroom settings. In this edition, Adam Boxer examines Direct
Instruction, editing contributions from writers including: Kris Boulton; Greg Ashman; Gethyn Jones;
Tom Needham; Lia Martin; Amy Coombe; Naveen Rivzi; John Blake; Sarah Barker; and Sarah Cullen.

the writing revolution activities: The ~AOrganization of American Historians and the Writing
and Teaching of American History Richard S. Kirkendall, 2011-04-01 Through the lens of the
premier organization for the promotion of the history of the United States, this book relates the
growth of the discipline of American history in scholarship, teaching, and public history.

the writing revolution activities: Best Practices for Teaching Beginnings and Endings in
the Psychology Major Dana S. Dunn, Bernard B. Beins, Maureen A. McCarthy, G. William Hill, IV,
2010-01-12 Introductory and capstone experiences in the undergraduate psychology program are
crucial ways to engage students in their major and psychology department, impart realistic
expectations, and prepare them for life beyond college. Providing the right orientation and capstone
courses in psychology education is increasingly a concern of instructors, department chairs,
program directors, and deans, and both types of courses have become important sources for
gathering pre- and post-coursework assessment data for degree learning outcomes. The strategies
presented here have been designed to help educators examine issues around teaching the
introductory or careers course and developing a psychology-specific orientation program. The
authors also provide concrete suggestions for building capstone experiences designed to fit the
needs of a department, its pedagogical philosophy, or the educational agenda of the college or
university. Undergraduate psychology curriculum designers and instructors can benefit from
learning innovative and effective strategies for introducing the major to first-year students and, at
graduation, for bringing closure, reinforcing the overall departmental learning outcomes, and
helping students apply their disciplinary knowledge in capstone experiences and post-graduate life.
In this collection of articles, psychology instructors involved in the improvement of teaching and
learning review the research and share their own successes and challenges in the classroom.
Discussions include effective practices for helping students become acclimated to and engaged in
the psychology major, application of developmental knowledge and learning communities to course
design, and use of quality benchmarks to improve introductory and capstone courses. Other
chapters describe innovations in the design of stand-alone courses and offer concrete advice on
counseling psychology graduates about how to use what they have learned beyond their higher
education experiences.

the writing revolution activities: Culturally Informed Literacy Instruction in the Elementary
Classroom Priscilla L. Griffith, Jiening Ruan, 2023-05-25 This text introduces an original, scalable
instructional framework called Telling Our Stories (TOS), an approach for supporting culturally
informed literacy instruction in the elementary classroom. Connecting the theory to practice, the




TOS framework centers the cultural heritage and experiences of students and offers a roadmap to
scientifically and pedagogically sound instruction. Aligned with current curriculum standards,
chapters feature authentic examples and case studies, reflection questions, and writing activities
that will foster a culture of inclusion, community, and academic rigor. The many practical strategies
promote students’ learning and appreciation of diversity through academic reading and writing as
well as positive school-family and school-community relations. Readers will come away with new
ideas, tools, and a thorough understanding of how to integrate culturally informed practices in ways
that support the learning of all children. Accessible and comprehensive, this is an essential text for
pre-service teachers in courses on ELA methods and literacy instruction, as well as practicing
teachers.

the writing revolution activities: Teaching Writing K-12 Robert Daniel Walshe, 1988

the writing revolution activities: New Realms for Writing Michele Haiken, 2019-06-14 Boost
students’ communication and writing skills, with strategies and examples to help them craft their
own stories, tell their truth and be heard. The world should be the driving curriculum in our schools.
Assignments should be authentic, have real-world connections and encourage students to create
meaningful work. Accordingly, content created and read in school should go beyond books and
include podcasts, popular culture, games and films to help students build writing and
critical-thinking skills. New Realms for Writing features a variety of teacher-created resources and
samples of student work to illustrate how teachers can design inquiry units for their content area
that are authentic and engage students while developing digital age skills. This book: Provides
insights into creating and using innovative materials and texts that are differentiated and
personalized to student learners, specifically for teaching writing. Provides pedagogy and lesson
ideas that promote student choice and voice within units of study that make cross-curricular
connections. Offers tips to ensure that tech tools support student learning -- while not driving it.
There are many great tech tools to support learning, but the conversation must center on thoughtful
teaching and purpose, with tech supporting robust pedagogy. This book offers strategies and lesson
ideas to help teachers make sure their instruction does just that. Audience: K-12 educators
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