the natural history of a social
problem

The Natural History of a Social Problem: Understanding Its Evolution and
Impact

the natural history of a social problem offers a fascinating lens through
which we can explore how societal issues emerge, evolve, and sometimes
resolve over time. Social problems are not static; they develop in response
to changing cultural, economic, political, and environmental factors. By
examining this natural progression, we gain deeper insights into the root
causes, stages, and potential pathways toward addressing these challenges
effectively.

What Does the Natural History of a Social
Problem Entail?

When we talk about the natural history of a social problem, we are
essentially tracing its life cycle—from initial recognition to potential
resolution or persistence. Much like how a biologist studies the natural
history of an organism by observing its development and interactions with the
environment, social scientists analyze social problems through their origins,
manifestations, societal reactions, and consequences.

This approach helps us understand why some issues become urgent priorities
while others fade into obscurity. It also highlights the dynamic relationship
between social problems and the broader cultural context, including public
awareness, policy responses, and activism.

Stages in the Natural History of a Social Problem

The progression of a social problem generally follows certain identifiable
phases:

1. **Emergence and Recognition**

Initially, an issue might exist unnoticed or unacknowledged by the broader
society. Over time, affected groups or observers bring attention to the
problem, often through media coverage, community organizing, or academic
research. Recognition is critical because it transforms a private hardship
into a public concern.

2. **Definition and Framing**
Once recognized, the problem undergoes definition—where society debates what
the issue really is and who is responsible. This framing shapes public



perception and influences policy directions. For example, is homelessness
seen as a failure of individual responsibility or a systemic economic issue?

3. **Mobilization and Response**

Activists, advocacy groups, and policymakers mobilize to address the problem.
This phase includes lobbying for laws, launching social programs, or creating
awareness campaigns. The effectiveness of these responses often depends on
political will and available resources.

4. **Institutionalization and Change**

If the response is sustained, it may lead to institutional changes such as
new legislation, social services, or shifts in cultural norms. However, some
problems persist or evolve, requiring ongoing attention.

5. **Legacy and Transformation**

Over the long term, the social problem may diminish, transform into a related
issue, or become embedded in society in new ways. Some problems become
historical lessons; others remain unresolved challenges.

Historical Examples Illustrating the Natural
History of Social Problems

To better understand this concept, let’s look at some well-documented social
problems and their histories.

Child Labor in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries

Child labor was once a widespread and largely accepted practice during the
Industrial Revolution. At first, the issue was invisible to much of society,
as families often depended on children’s wages for survival. However, as
industrial accidents and poor working conditions came to light, reformers
began to highlight the problem.

- **Recognition:** Social reformers and journalists exposed the harsh
realities faced by working children.

- **Framing:** Debates emerged over whether child labor was a necessary evil
or a moral crisis.

- **Mobilization:** Advocacy groups pushed for laws restricting child labor.
- **Institutionalization:** Governments enacted child labor laws, compulsory
education, and labor protections.

- **Legacy:** While not eradicated globally, child labor has been
significantly reduced and reframed as a human rights issue.



Racial Segregation and Civil Rights Movement

Racial segregation in the United States illustrates how a deeply entrenched
social problem can be challenged over decades.

- **Emergence:** Segregation laws were normalized post-Reconstruction.

- **Recognition:** The injustices faced by African Americans were highlighted
by activists and scholars.

- **Framing:** Civil rights leaders framed segregation as a violation of
constitutional rights.

- **Mobilization:** Mass protests, legal challenges, and advocacy led to
widespread awareness.

- **Institutionalization:** Landmark legislation such as the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 dismantled legal segregation.

- **Legacy:** While legal segregation ended, ongoing struggles with systemic
racism continue.

Factors Influencing the Natural History of a
Social Problem

Not all social problems follow a linear path, and several factors can
accelerate, delay, or alter their course.

Media and Public Awareness

The role of mass media and, more recently, social media cannot be overstated.
Media coverage can rapidly raise awareness, influencing public opinion and
political agendas. For instance, viral campaigns against police brutality
have sparked global conversations and policy debates.

Economic and Political Context

Economic downturns or political instability can exacerbate social problems or
shift priorities away from addressing them. Conversely, periods of prosperity
and political will may create opportunities for meaningful reform.

Social Movements and Leadership

Charismatic leaders and organized social movements often drive the momentum
necessary to bring about change. Their ability to frame the problem
compellingly and mobilize supporters is critical.



Scientific Research and Data

Increasingly, empirical research shapes how social problems are understood
and tackled. Data-driven approaches allow for targeted interventions and
evaluation of outcomes.

Why Understanding the Natural History of a
Social Problem Matters

Recognizing the stages and factors involved in the evolution of social
problems equips policymakers, activists, and communities with better tools to
respond effectively. Rather than reacting impulsively, a historical
perspective encourages strategic thinking about interventions and
sustainability.

For example, knowing that a social problem often requires cultural change as
well as policy reform helps advocates craft multifaceted solutions. It also
reminds us that some issues are deeply rooted and will require long-term
commitment rather than quick fixes.

Tips for Engaging with Social Problems
Constructively

- **Educate Yourself:** Understanding the history and context of an issue is
crucial before taking action.

- **Listen to Affected Communities:** Those directly impacted offer
invaluable insight into the nature and nuances of the problem.

- **Support Evidence-Based Solutions:** Advocate for policies and programs
backed by research.

- **Be Patient and Persistent:** Social change is often slow and requires
sustained effort.

- **Collaborate Across Sectors:** Governments, NGOs, businesses, and
individuals all play roles in addressing social problems.

Emerging Social Problems and Their Potential
Trajectories

Looking forward, new social problems continue to arise from technological
advances, climate change, and shifting demographics. Cyberbullying,
misinformation, and the digital divide are contemporary challenges following
their own natural histories.



By applying the framework of the natural history of social problems, society
can better anticipate developments and intervene more effectively. For
instance, early recognition of mental health stigma as a social problem has
led to increased awareness campaigns, policy changes, and improved services
in many countries.

Exploring the natural history of a social problem reveals it as a living,
evolving challenge shaped by many forces. Understanding these patterns not
only enriches our comprehension but also empowers us to participate
thoughtfully in creating healthier, more just communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by the natural history of a social
problem?

The natural history of a social problem refers to the progression and
development of a social issue over time, including its origins, how it
evolves, the factors influencing its trajectory, and potential outcomes or
resolutions.

Why is understanding the natural history of a social
problem important?

Understanding the natural history helps policymakers, researchers, and
activists identify root causes, track changes, predict future trends, and
design effective interventions to address the social problem.

What are the typical stages in the natural history
of a social problem?

Typical stages include emergence or recognition, growth or escalation, peak
awareness or impact, possible institutional response or intervention, and
resolution or transformation.

How do social problems typically emerge in society?

Social problems often emerge due to changes in societal norms, economic
conditions, technological advances, demographic shifts, or increased
awareness and advocacy around particular issues.

Can the natural history of a social problem vary



across different cultures?

Yes, cultural values, social structures, and political contexts influence how
a social problem develops, is perceived, and addressed in different
societies.

What role do media and public discourse play in the
natural history of a social problem?

Media and public discourse can amplify awareness, shape public perception,
influence policy responses, and either escalate or mitigate the problem's
impact.

How can interventions alter the natural history of a
social problem?

Interventions such as policy changes, education, community programs, or legal
reforms can slow down, reverse, or transform the trajectory of a social
problem.

What are some examples of social problems with well-
documented natural histories?

Examples include the civil rights movement, the opioid epidemic,
homelessness, and climate change awareness, all of which have documented
stages of emergence, escalation, and response.

How does the concept of the natural history of a
social problem help in social work practice?

It equips social workers with an understanding of the problem's development,
enabling them to design timely interventions and advocate effectively for
affected populations.

What challenges exist in studying the natural
history of social problems?

Challenges include the complexity of social issues, evolving societal
factors, incomplete data, differing perspectives, and the influence of
unexpected events or crises.

Additional Resources

The Natural History of a Social Problem: An Investigative Review

the natural history of a social problem offers a crucial framework for



understanding how societal issues emerge, evolve, and sometimes dissipate
over time. Unlike biological phenomena, the progression of social problems is
often non-linear, influenced by cultural, economic, political, and
technological factors. By examining this natural history, policymakers,
researchers, and community leaders can better anticipate challenges, tailor
interventions, and foster sustainable change.

At its core, the natural history of a social problem involves several stages:
recognition, mobilization, institutionalization, and potential resolution or
chronic persistence. Each phase reflects shifts in public awareness, policy
responses, and social dynamics. This article delves into the layers that
constitute the development of social problems, highlighting key patterns and
the role of societal actors. Along the way, we integrate relevant insights
and data to provide a comprehensive and SEO-optimized exploration.

Understanding the Emergence of Social Problems

The initial stage in the natural history of a social problem is its emergence
or recognition. A condition or behavior becomes perceived as problematic when
it starts to affect significant portions of the population or disrupts social
norms. This recognition is often sparked by increased media coverage,
academic research, or advocacy efforts.

For example, homelessness historically existed but was not universally
acknowledged as a pressing social problem until the late 20th century when
urbanization and economic shifts intensified visibility. The framing of
homelessness as an issue requiring public intervention marked the beginning
of its social recognition.

Role of Media and Public Awareness

Media plays a pivotal role in transforming private troubles into public
issues. The natural history of a social problem frequently hinges on how
media outlets report incidents or systemic patterns. Sensational news stories
can accelerate awareness, while sustained investigative journalism can deepen
understanding.

The rise of social media platforms has added complexity, enabling grassroots
movements to highlight issues previously marginalized. Hashtags, viral

videos, and online petitions contribute to rapid mobilization, as witnessed
in movements addressing racial injustice and environmental crises.

Identifying Root Causes and Contributing Factors

Once a social problem gains attention, researchers and policymakers strive to



identify underlying causes. These can range from economic disparities,
cultural practices, legislative gaps, to technological changes. Understanding
root causes is essential to designing effective interventions.

Take opioid addiction as an example. Initially seen as isolated cases, it
became recognized as a national epidemic through epidemiological studies that
linked prescription practices, socioeconomic stressors, and mental health
challenges. This multifaceted understanding shaped subsequent policy
responses.

Mobilization and Institutional Response

Following recognition, the natural history of a social problem typically
advances into a phase of mobilization where stakeholders organize to address
the issue. This can involve advocacy groups, governmental agencies, and
international bodies.

Social Movements and Advocacy

Grassroots and formal organizations often spearhead efforts to bring about
change. Their strategies may include lobbying, public demonstrations,
educational campaigns, and litigation. The success of mobilization efforts
depends on factors such as resource availability, political climate, and
public sympathy.

For instance, the women’s rights movement in the 20th century evolved through
decades of activism, legislative battles, and cultural shifts, gradually
transforming gender equality from a marginal concern into a central social
issue.

Policy Development and Implementation

Governmental responses represent a critical juncture in the natural history
of a social problem. Laws, regulations, and funding priorities reflect
institutional acknowledgment and shape the trajectory of the issue.

However, policy responses can vary widely in effectiveness. Some
interventions lead to meaningful improvements, while others may generate
unintended consequences or fail to address systemic causes. Continuous
evaluation and adaptation are necessary to refine approaches.



Chronicity and Potential Resolution

Not all social problems resolve quickly; some become chronic conditions
embedded within society. The natural history of a social problem thus
encompasses persistence, adaptation, and sometimes transformation.

Factors Contributing to Persistence

Several elements contribute to the enduring nature of certain social
problems:

e Structural Inequalities: Deep-rooted disparities in wealth, education,
and opportunity can perpetuate issues like poverty and discrimination.

e Cultural Norms: Societal attitudes and traditions may resist change,
maintaining problematic behaviors or stigmas.

e Policy Limitations: Inadequate resources or political will can hinder
comprehensive solutions.

Indicators of Resolution or Decline

Conversely, some social problems show signs of resolution through measurable
improvements:

e Reduction in incidence or prevalence (e.g., declining smoking rates).

e Changes in public attitudes and increased social acceptance.

e Institutionalization of effective support systems (e.g., rehabilitation
programs).

Yet, resolution is rarely absolute, and vigilance is required to prevent
relapse or substitution by related issues.

Comparative Perspectives on Social Problem



Trajectories

Analyzing the natural history of various social problems reveals distinct
patterns influenced by geography, culture, and temporal context. For example,
drug addiction epidemics differ markedly between regions due to differing
drug availability, law enforcement policies, and healthcare infrastructure.

Cross-national studies emphasize the importance of localized data and
culturally sensitive approaches. What works in one country may not be
effective elsewhere, underscoring the complexity inherent in social problem
management.

The Influence of Technological and Economic Changes

Rapid technological advancements and economic globalization increasingly
affect the development and visibility of social problems. Issues such as
cyberbullying, digital addiction, and labor displacement have emerged in
recent decades, illustrating how new conditions arise alongside social
transformation.

Economic recessions and inequality can exacerbate existing problems or create
new ones by straining social safety nets and increasing vulnerabilities.

Implications for Future Social Problem
Management

Understanding the natural history of a social problem enhances strategic
planning and resource allocation. Early detection and intervention can
prevent escalation, while recognizing signs of chronicity can inform long-
term supportive measures.

Interdisciplinary collaboration among sociologists, economists, public health
experts, and community leaders is vital to capturing the multifaceted nature
of social problems. Moreover, integrating data analytics and community
feedback mechanisms can improve responsiveness.

In sum, the study of the natural history of a social problem is indispensable
for crafting informed, adaptive, and humane solutions. It reminds us that
social problems are not static entities but dynamic phenomena shaped by
myriad forces requiring ongoing attention and commitment.
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the natural history of a social problem: The Natural History of a Social Problem Richard C.
Fuller, Richard R. Myers, 196?

the natural history of a social problem: Constructing Social Problems Malcolm Spector, John
I. Kitsuse, 2017-07-05 There is no adequate definition of social problems within sociology, and there
is not and never has been a sociology of social problems. That observation is the point of departure
of this book. The authors aim to provide such a definition and to prepare the ground for the
empirical study of social problems. They are aware that their objective will strike many fellow
sociologists as ambitious, perhaps even arrogant. Their work challenges sociologists who have, over
a period of fifty years, written treatises on social problems, produced textbooks cataloguing the
nature, distribution, and causes of these problems, and taught many sociology courses. It is only
natural that the authors' work will be viewed as controversial in light of the large literature which
has established a sociology of a wide range of social problems-the sociology of race relations,
prostitution, poverty, crime, mental illness, and so forth. In the 1970s when the authors were
preparing for a seminar on the sociology of social problems, their review of the literature revealed
the absence of any systematic, coherent statement of theory or method in the study of social
problems. For many years the subject was listed and offered by university departments of sociology
as a service course to present undergraduates with what they should know about the various social
pathologies that exist in their society. This conception of social problems for several decades has
been reflected in the substance and quality of the literature dominated by textbooks. In
'Constructing Social Problems', the authors propose that social problems be conceived as the
claims-making activities of individuals or groups regarding social conditions they consider unjust,
immoral, or harmful and that should be addressed. This perspective, as the authors have formulated
it, conceives of social problems as a process of interaction that produces social problems as social
facts in society. The authors further propose that this process and the social facts it produces are the
data to be researched for the sociology of social problems. This volume will be of interest to those
concerned with the discipline of sociology, especially its current theoretical development and
growth.

the natural history of a social problem: Social Problems and Public Policy Lee Rainwater,
1974 Deviance is by definition a social problem. Since deviant behavior violates the normative
expectations of a given group, deviance must be regarded as a problem for that group, since all
groups of people want their norms to be enforced. Many modern societies place considerable value
on personal liberty, so much so that interference with personal choices to deviate from group norms
can be justified only in terms of the potential damage that particular kinds of behavior might do to
the legitimate interests of others. Sociological research suggests that the social problem associated
with deviance is often the behavior of individuals who violate norms cannot be justified in terms of
basic values of liberty, social order, or justice. In other kinds of deviance, though, the social problem
is that people or, in a more organized way, social institutions, interfere with individual liberty and
self-realization. Each selection in this volume has been chosen to cover a full range of substantive
problematic issues, a range of social science perspectives that can be brought to bear on issues of all
kinds, and a range of social science methodologies used in studying modern society. Deviance and
Liberty is divided up into thirty-nine contributions and five main parts ranging from Modern
Perspectives on Deviance and Social Problems; Deviant Exchanges: Gambling, Drugs, and Sex;
Deviant Personal Control: Illness, Violence, and Crime; Deviance, Identity, and the Life Cycle; and
Moral Enterprise and Moral Enforcement. It is a welcome addition to the libraries of those
interested in the study of deviance or society as a whole.

the natural history of a social problem: Redefining Social Problems Edward Seidman,
Julian Rappaport, 2013-06-29

the natural history of a social problem: How Can We Solve Our Social Problems? James A.
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Crone, 2015-10-29 Rarely do I find a book that so clearly and concisely presents the material is such
an accessible engaging manner. I just hope it never goes out of print! - Chris Adamski-Mietus,
Western Illinois University Many of today’s social problems—poverty, crime, racism, sexism, drug
abuse, unequal access to quality health care or education, threats to the environment,
over-population—can seem intractable. James A. Crone’s How Can We Solve Our Social Problems?,
Third Edition is designed to give students studying these types of social problems a sense of hope.
Unlike the standard survey texts that focus heavily on the causes and consequences of problems,
this book is devoted to analyzing possible solutions. It maintains a sense of sociological objectivity
throughout, and without moralizing, describes what could be done in America and on a global scale,
through government policies, private sector initiatives, and the collective actions of citizens, to
address even our most pervasive social problems. Contributor to the SAGE Teaching Innovations and
Professional Development Award

the natural history of a social problem: Contemporary Social Problems in the UK Selwyn
Stanley, 2022-09-30 Social problems are endemic to all societies. The UK is no exception and is
grappling with a plethora of issues including poverty, family breakdown, domestic violence, teenage
pregnancy, child abuse and neglect, youth offending, alcohol and drug misuse, mental health issues,
homelessness, and ethnic and religious discrimination. These problems have huge implications for
the individual, the family unit and society at large and take their toll on health, wellbeing, and
community resources. They place an enormous amount of strain on government finances and the
welfare state, and add to the burden on social institutions, such as the National Health Service and
the social work and criminal justice systems. Contemporary Social Problems in the UK explores a
wide range of social problems in the UK. Each social problem has been explored using a range of
psychosocial theories to generate an understanding of various causal factors and to examine the
linkages between different social problems. Government policy and legislation, remedial measures,
preventive approaches, and strategies of intervention are also considered for each social problem
that has been dealt with. Each chapter deals with a particular social problem and has been penned
by an expert in that topic. The endeavour has been to provide a multi-dimensional overview of the
social problem in a manner that is engaging and easy to read. The end-of-chapter content includes
supplementary reading, useful topic related websites besides a quiz and individual / group activities
to generate discussion and stimulate learning. This informative yet accessible textbook will be an
invaluable resource for instructors and students in the social sciences as well as professionals who
work with people who experience some of these problems.

the natural history of a social problem: The Sociology of Social Problems Adam Jamrozik,
Luisa Nocella, 1998-07-13 Social problems such as unemployment, poverty and drug addiction are a
fact of life in industrialised societies. This book examines the sociology of social problems from
interesting and challenging perspectives. It analyses how social problems emerge and are defined as
such, who takes responsibility for them, who is threatened by them and how they are managed,
solved or ignored. The authors examine and critique existing theories of social problems before
developing their own theoretical framework. Their 'theory of residualist conversion of social
problems' explains how certain social problems threaten legitimate power structures, so that
problems of a social or political nature are transformed into personal problems, and the 'helping
professions' are left to intervene. This book will become a key reference on class, inequality and
social intervention and an important text for students in sociology and social work courses.

the natural history of a social problem: Social Constructionisms Titus Hjelm, 2014-05-22
Social constructionism is one of the key ideas in the social sciences, offering different frameworks
for understanding the human world. But what does it mean when we say that something is 'socially
constructed'? What exactly do we construct in our social interaction? And what actually 'does' the
constructing? This dynamic text invites critical reflection on these questions and more, outlining the
various ways that social constructionist theory has been utilised in the social sciences. Hjelm
introduces the basic assumptions of social constructionism - before examining the differences
between various constructionist traditions and perspectives - from Berger and Luckmann's sociology



of knowledge, to constructionist approaches in social psychology and discourse analysis. Through a
diverse range of case studies on religion, crime, gender and the media, the chapters demonstrate
how to apply constructionist ideas in empirical social research. Social Constructionisms is thus an
invaluable source for students and scholars across the social sciences.

the natural history of a social problem: Religion and Social Problems Titus Hjelm,
2011-01-21 Although students and scholars of social problems have often acknowledged the role of
religion, no thorough examinations of the relation between the two have emerged. This volume fills
this gap by providing a definitive work on the role of religion in assessing, constructing, and solving
social problems. Contributors chart the relation between religion and social problems, exploring
such case studies as the impact of religion on drugs and alcohol use among Muslims, the rising
importance that religion is given in social policy, the role of the Orthodox and Catholic churches in
tackling social problems in post-communist East Europe, and the contested role of religion in the
national and international politics of contemporary Japan. Religion and Social Problems is a broad
and path-breaking contribution to the fields of sociology of religion, sociology of social problems,
and religious studies.

the natural history of a social problem: Social Problems Across the Life Course Helena
Znaniecka Lopata, Judith A. Levy, 2003 The human life course is filled with and subject to a wide
range of personal difficulties, many of which are shared by others. Social Problems across the Life
Course offers accessible readings that examine the societal construction of social problems out of
the personal troubles that people confront at major life stages.

the natural history of a social problem: Sociological Studies of Environmental Conflict
Sebahattin Ziyanak, Mehmet Soyer, Dian Jordan, 2019-11-15 The environmental studies about
natural resource issues are often studied as conflicts; this book is carefully designed to expound on
how resolutions are negotiated and maintained. A number of factors influence how conflicts are
framed and how resolutions are determined regarding fracking, shared waters and environmental
threats. This book explores the power, community activism, and politics regarding natural resources.
Decisions often ignore ecological and social sustainability stewardship needs. By understanding how
socio-political dynamics affect policy and negotiation, this book also contributes to the
understanding of how natural resource policies are negotiated. It illuminates social inequalities
between rural and urban populations.

the natural history of a social problem: Investigating Social Problems A. Javier Trevino,
2021-01-09 For the Third Edition of Investigating Social Problems, editor A. Javier Trevifio, has
gathered a panel of top experts to thoroughly examine all aspects of social problems, providing
students with a contemporary and authoritative introduction to the field. Each chapter is written by
a well-known specialist on the topic being covered. This unique, contributed format ensures that the
research and examples described are the most current and relevant available. In addition, the
experts use both general theoretical approaches (structural functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic
interactionism) as well as specialized theories chosen to bring additional insight and analysis to their
assigned topics. The text is framed around three major themes: intersectionality (the interplay of
race, ethnicity, class, and gender), the global scope of many problems, and how researchers take an
evidence-based approach to studying problems. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching
and learning package.

the natural history of a social problem: Social Construction and Social Work Practice
Stanley L. Witkin, 2011-11-22 Social construction addresses the cultural factors and social dynamics
that give rise to and maintain values and beliefs. Drawing on postmodern philosophies and critical,
social, and literary theories, social construction has become an important and influential framework
for practice and research within social work and related fields. Embracing inclusivity and
multiplicity, social construction provides a framework for knowledge and practice that is particularly
congruent with social work values and aims. In this accessible collection, Stanley L Witkin
showcases the innovative ways in which social construction may be understood and expressed in
practice. He calls on experienced practitioner-scholars to share their personal accounts of



interpreting and applying social constructionist ideas in different settings (such as child welfare
agencies, schools, and the courts) and with diverse clientele (such as resistant adolescents,
disadvantaged families, indigenous populations, teachers, children in protective custody, refugee
youth, and adult perpetrators of sexual crimes against children). Eschewing the prescriptive stance
of most theoretical frameworks, social construction can seem challenging for students and
practitioners. This book responds with rich, illustrative descriptions of how social constructionist
thinking has inspired practice approaches, illuminating the diversity and creative potential of
practices that draw on social constructionist ideas. Writing in a direct, accessible style, contributors
translate complex concepts into the language of daily encounter and care, and through a committed
transnational focus they demonstrate the global reach and utility of their work. Chapters are
provocative and thoughtful, reveal great suffering and courage, share inspiring stories of strength
and renewal, and acknowledge the challenges of an approach that complicates evidence-based
evaluations and requirements.

the natural history of a social problem: Making News of Police Violence Jeffrey Ian Ross
Ph.D., 2000-08-30 Although many people consider excessive police violence disconcerting, if, when,
and how they voice their opinion or respond by taking some sort of action has generally remained
empirically unknown. In the hope of understanding this process, Ross has developed a four-stage
model, based on a review of the literature and on interviews with the relevant actors. He then uses
this tool to analyze police violence that occurred in Toronto, Canada and New York City, over a
fifteen-year period. To better focus the study, he uses in-depth case studies of three well-publicized
cases of police violence from each city, matched on important criteria. This study addresses a
difficult, timely, and important topic for victims, for police personnel, and for society. Ross concludes
that, in general, most individuals do not respond to police use of excessive force; further, if and
when they do usually depends on the context of the violence. Using both quantitative and qualitative
methods, Ross's model integrates a variety of approaches to improve our understanding of how
communities come to define and control the use of force by police, including literature on the role of
media efforts and their impact upon police violence. The work concludes with an analysis of the
reasons why people react so infrequently to incidents of excessive force.

the natural history of a social problem: Social Problems Sara Towe Horsfall, 2018-05-30
This book represents a truly innovative and empowering approach to social problems. Instead of
focusing solely on a seemingly tireless list of major problems, Sara Towe Horsfall considers how
select key issues can be solved and pays particular attention to the advocate groups already on the
front lines. Horsfall first provides a robust theoretical foundation to the study of social problems
before moving on to the problems themselves, examining each through the lens of specific advocate
groups working towards solutions. This concise and accessible text also incorporates useful learning
tools including study questions to help reinforce reading comprehension, questions for further
thought to encourage critical thinking and classroom discussion, a glossary of key terms, and a
worksheet for researching advocate groups. Social Problems: An Advocate Group Approach is an
essential resource for social problems courses and for anyone who is inspired to effect change.

the natural history of a social problem: "Who Has the Youth, Has the Future' Derek S.
Linton, 2002-05-16 Linton argues that youth emerged as an important social problem around 1900
without any reference to the Wandervogel.

the natural history of a social problem: Media, Culture and Society in Iran Mehdi Semati,
2007-09-24 Arguing that existing perspectives on contemporary Iran have not fully grasped the
significant role of culture in Iran, this book examines modern culture and media in Iran through a
wide range of topics.

the natural history of a social problem: The Social Construction of Global Corruption
Elitza Katzarova, 2018-12-06 This book offers new ways of thinking about corruption by examining
the two distinct ways in which policy approaches and discourse on corruption developed in the UN
and the OECD. One of these approaches extrapolated transnational bribery as the main form of
corrupt practices and advocated a limited scope offense, while the other approach tackled the



broader structure of the global economic system and advocated curbing the increasing power of
multinational corporations. Developing nations, in particular Chile, initiated and contributed much
to these early debates, but the US-sponsored issue of transnational bribery came to dominate the
international agenda. In the process, the ‘corrupt corporation’ was supplanted by the ‘corrupt
politician’, the ‘corrupt public official’ and their international counterpart: the ‘corrupt country’. This
book sheds light on these processes and the way in which they reconfigured our understanding of
the state as an economic actor and the multinational corporation as a political actor.

the natural history of a social problem: The Politics of Alcoholism Carolyn Wiener,
2023-04-14 The Politics of Alcoholism can be read on one level as a fascinating history of the
evolving politics of what this country is doing about “the problem of alcoholism.” Not so long ago
that problem was scarcely larger than a human hand against the horizon, but now it makes good,
regular newspaper copy. This text follows through on the much-raised question of how a social
problem becomes defined as a large scale problem, when the same phenomenon x Preface now
labeled as “a problem” was not so named before. What is offered here is a direct attack on the rise
into public visibility of something previously the concern of a relatively small number of people and
groups, and which gets defined along the way as a problem for the whole nation. The second issue
addressed is closer to the political scientist’s traditional interest, namely the politics of handling
public issues: research and theorizing here usually focus on interest groups, lobbying, public debate,
legislative rights, constituencies, and so on.

the natural history of a social problem: Agenda For Social Justice Muschert, Glenn W.,
Budd, Kristen M., 2020-08-05 The Agenda for Social Justice: Solutions for 2020 provides accessible
insights into some of the most pressing social problems in the United States and proposes public
policy responses to those problems. Written by a highly respected team of authors brought together
by the Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP), it offers recommendations for action by
elected officials, policy makers, and the public around key issues for social justice, including a
discussion of the role of key issues of sustainability and technology in the development and timbre of
future social problems. It will be of interest to scholars, practitioners, advocates, and students
interested in public sociology and the study of social problems.
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