
the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ
The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ: A Provocative Exploration

the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ is more than just a phrase; it’s the title of a
thought-provoking novel by Philip Pullman that has stirred considerable discussion among readers,
theologians, and literary enthusiasts alike. This compelling work challenges traditional views about
Jesus Christ by separating the figure of Jesus the man from the Christ of religious dogma, inviting
readers to reconsider the origins and implications of Christian faith. To truly appreciate the depth of
this narrative, it’s essential to dive into the themes, characters, and cultural impact of "The Good
Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ."

Understanding the Duality: Jesus and Christ

At the heart of Pullman’s novel is a fascinating dichotomy: Jesus, the good man who lives a humble,
ethical life, and Christ, a more cunning and manipulative figure who seeks to establish a powerful
religious institution. This duality is a clever literary device that prompts readers to question how
religious narratives are constructed and how much of what is accepted as truth is shaped by human
agendas.

The Character of Jesus: The Moral Teacher

In Pullman’s portrayal, Jesus is a compassionate, sincere individual who preaches kindness, love,
and humility. He is depicted as a man committed to living by example rather than seeking power or
fame. This version of Jesus resonates with historical analyses that focus on his role as a social
reformer and moral teacher, highlighting his revolutionary ideas about justice and compassion.

The Scoundrel Christ: Architect of Religion

Contrastingly, Christ in the novel is depicted as a clever strategist who understands the potential of
Jesus’ teachings to influence masses and orchestrates a religious movement that ultimately
institutionalizes faith. This portrayal invites readers to reflect on how religious organizations might
sometimes prioritize control, hierarchy, and dogma over the original spiritual messages.

Thematic Exploration in The Good Man Jesus and the
Scoundrel Christ

Philip Pullman’s story is rich with themes that encourage critical thinking about religion, history,
and human nature. Exploring these themes provides insight into why the novel resonates with a wide
audience and why it remains relevant in contemporary discussions about faith and belief.



Faith Versus Institutional Power

One of the central themes is the tension between genuine faith and the institutional power of
religion. The novel suggests that while faith can be deeply personal and transformative, religious
institutions may sometimes exploit beliefs for political or social control. This theme challenges
readers to distinguish between spirituality and organized religion, fostering a more nuanced
understanding of faith.

Myth-Making and Historical Narratives

Pullman’s narrative also delves into the concept of myth-making. It raises questions about how
historical figures become mythologized and how their stories might be altered to serve particular
purposes. This idea encourages readers to critically assess historical accounts and consider the role
of storytelling in shaping cultural and religious identities.

Morality Independent of Religion

By splitting Jesus and Christ into two characters, the novel explores the possibility of morality
existing outside religious frameworks. It suggests that ethical living and compassion are human
values that can be embraced regardless of faith, a perspective that appeals to both believers and
secular readers alike.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Pullman’s storytelling in The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is notable for its engaging
prose and inventive narrative structure. The novel blends historical fiction with philosophical inquiry
in a way that is both accessible and intellectually stimulating.

Use of Dialogue and Characterization

The dialogues between Jesus and Christ serve as a powerful tool to expose contrasting worldviews
and ethical dilemmas. Through their interactions, readers gain insight into the complexities of belief,
ambition, and identity. Pullman’s nuanced characterization avoids caricatures, instead presenting
multidimensional figures that evoke empathy and reflection.

Blending Fact and Fiction

The novel artfully intertwines historical context with imaginative storytelling. By blending fact and
fiction, Pullman invites readers to question the reliability of historical records and to consider the
subjective nature of truth. This technique enhances the novel’s appeal as both a literary work and a



commentary on religious history.

Impact and Reception of The Good Man Jesus and the
Scoundrel Christ

Since its publication, the novel has sparked considerable discussion and debate, touching on
sensitive topics related to religion and belief systems. Its reception highlights the ongoing dialogue
about the role of religion in society and individual lives.

Controversies and Criticism

Unsurprisingly, the novel has faced criticism from some religious groups who view its portrayal of
Jesus and Christ as irreverent or provocative. These reactions underscore the enduring power of
religious narratives and the challenges faced when questioning sacred traditions. However, such
controversy also demonstrates the novel’s success in provoking thought and discussion.

Academic and Literary Praise

On the other hand, many literary critics and scholars have praised the novel for its originality,
courage, and intellectual rigor. It is often recommended for readers interested in theology,
philosophy, and history because it encourages a deeper engagement with complex questions about
faith and human nature.

Why The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ
Matters Today

In a world where religion continues to influence politics, culture, and personal beliefs, Pullman’s
novel remains remarkably relevant. It challenges readers to rethink the stories they have inherited
and to explore spirituality on their own terms.

Encouraging Critical Thinking About Religion

The novel serves as a catalyst for critical thinking, urging individuals not to accept religious
narratives passively but to engage with them thoughtfully. This approach fosters a more mature and
informed relationship with faith, whether one is a believer or not.



Promoting Compassion and Ethical Living

By highlighting the good man Jesus as a figure of compassion and kindness, Pullman reminds
readers of the universal values that underpin many religions. This focus on morality beyond dogma
offers a hopeful message about the potential for human goodness.

Inspiring Dialogue Across Beliefs

Perhaps one of the most valuable contributions of The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is
its ability to inspire dialogue among people of different beliefs. It opens a space for respectful
conversation about faith, doubt, and the human search for meaning.

Exploring "the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ" thus reveals a rich tapestry of ideas that
challenge, inspire, and provoke. Whether approached as a novel, a philosophical inquiry, or a
cultural critique, it offers readers a unique lens through which to view one of history’s most
influential figures and the enduring power of belief.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Good Man Jesus and the
Scoundrel Christ'?
The central theme explores the duality of Jesus Christ as both a moral human being ('the good man
Jesus') and a constructed religious figure ('the scoundrel Christ'), highlighting the tension between
historical reality and religious mythology.

Who is the author of 'The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel
Christ'?
The play was written by Philip Pullman, a renowned British author known for his critical and
imaginative works.

How does 'The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ'
reinterpret the story of Jesus?
The play reinterprets Jesus' story by separating him into two characters: Jesus, the sincere and
compassionate man, and Christ, the manipulative figure who builds the Christian religion, thereby
questioning traditional religious narratives.

What genre does 'The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel
Christ' belong to?
It is a dramatic play that combines elements of historical drama, religious critique, and philosophical



inquiry.

Why has 'The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ'
sparked controversy?
The play challenges orthodox Christian beliefs by portraying Jesus and Christ as separate entities
and critiquing the institutionalization of religion, which some audiences find provocative or
controversial.

Where and when was 'The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel
Christ' first performed?
The play premiered in 2015 at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England.

Additional Resources
The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ: A Critical Examination of Philip Pullman’s
Controversial Novel

the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ is a provocative and thought-provoking novel by
Philip Pullman that explores the duality within the figure of Jesus Christ. This literary work has
garnered significant attention for its unconventional narrative style and its bold reimagining of
biblical events. By dissecting the story into two distinct characters—Jesus as the virtuous man and
Christ as the manipulative scoundrel—Pullman invites readers to reconsider traditional Christian
narratives through a critical and literary lens. This article undertakes a comprehensive analysis of
the novel, unpacking its themes, characterizations, and the broader implications it holds for
contemporary religious discourse.

Exploring the Duality: The Good Man Jesus and the
Scoundrel Christ

Pullman’s novel hinges on the intriguing premise that Jesus and Christ are not a singular entity but
rather two separate individuals embodying contrasting traits. The good man Jesus represents the
compassionate teacher, healer, and moral exemplar, while the scoundrel Christ is the cunning figure
who capitalizes on Jesus’ teachings to establish a powerful religious institution. This duality is a
central theme that permeates the narrative and challenges the monolithic portrayal of Jesus in
Christian theology.

By splitting the historical and spiritual figure into two personas, Pullman delves into the complex
relationship between religion’s origins and its institutionalized form. The good man Jesus is
portrayed as a sincere, humble figure devoted to spreading love and ethical principles. Conversely,
Christ is depicted as a shrewd, ambitious character who manipulates followers and doctrine to
consolidate authority. This dichotomy raises profound questions about authenticity, power, and the
construction of religious identity.



Thematic Analysis: Faith, Power, and Myth-Making

One of the novel’s most compelling aspects is its exploration of how religious myths are created and
propagated. Pullman scrutinizes the process of myth-making by illustrating how the actions of Christ
diverge from the pure intentions of Jesus. This narrative device serves as a critique of organized
religion and the potential for dogma to distort original teachings.

Faith, as portrayed in the book, is complex and multifaceted. The good man Jesus embodies the
personal, spiritual aspect of faith—rooted in compassion and individual morality. In contrast, the
scoundrel Christ symbolizes the institutionalized faith that demands conformity, obedience, and
power. This tension reflects ongoing debates in theological and secular circles about the role of
religious institutions versus personal belief.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Pullman’s characterization is nuanced, avoiding simplistic moral binaries despite the apparent
dichotomy. Jesus is not depicted as flawless; his struggles and doubts humanize him, making his
character relatable beyond religious contexts. Christ’s portrayal, while critical, is also layered—he is
neither purely villainous nor one-dimensional. This complexity enriches the narrative, encouraging
readers to grapple with the ambiguities inherent in faith and history.

The novel’s narrative style blends historical fiction with allegory, employing a modern prose that is
accessible yet rich in symbolism. Pullman’s approach invites a reexamination of biblical stories,
making them relevant to contemporary audiences who may question traditional religious teachings.

Contextualizing “The Good Man Jesus and the
Scoundrel Christ” Within Literary and Religious
Discourses

Philip Pullman’s work fits within a genre of literature that reinterprets religious texts through a
secular or critical lens. Comparable to other controversial works such as Dan Brown’s “The Da Vinci
Code” or José Saramago’s “The Gospel According to Jesus Christ,” Pullman’s novel challenges
orthodox interpretations and encourages dialogue about the intersection of faith, history, and
literature.

Comparative Perspectives

Historical Reinterpretation: Like Saramago’s novel, Pullman revisits biblical narratives, but
with a distinct focus on the dichotomy of character rather than solely on historical events.

Critique of Institutional Religion: Both Pullman and Brown highlight the political and
social mechanisms through which religious institutions gain and maintain power.



Literary Innovation: Pullman’s choice to split Jesus and Christ into two characters is a
unique narrative strategy that sets this work apart from others in the genre.

Reception and Controversy

The novel’s reception has been mixed, reflecting the sensitive nature of its subject matter. Some
critics praise Pullman for his courage and literary skill in tackling complex theological themes, while
others condemn the work as irreverent or offensive to Christian believers. The controversy itself
underscores the enduring cultural significance of Jesus Christ as a figure who continues to inspire
debate and reinterpretation.

SEO-Optimized Insights on “The Good Man Jesus and
the Scoundrel Christ”

For readers and researchers interested in topics related to religious fiction, biblical reinterpretation,
and Philip Pullman’s literary contributions, “the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ” serves as
a significant case study. Key phrases such as “dual portrayal of Jesus,” “religious myth-making,”
“Philip Pullman novel analysis,” and “critique of Christianity in literature” naturally appear in
discussions surrounding the book.

Moreover, the novel’s exploration of faith and institutional religion aligns with broader searches
related to “religion and power dynamics,” “modern interpretations of biblical figures,” and
“controversial religious literature.” These LSI keywords enhance the article’s discoverability for
audiences seeking in-depth, analytical content on these intersecting themes.

Why This Novel Matters Today

In an era marked by increasing skepticism toward traditional institutions, “the good man jesus and
the scoundrel christ” resonates with readers who question established narratives. The novel
encourages a critical examination of how history and belief systems intertwine, highlighting the
importance of individual conscience versus organized doctrine.

By presenting Jesus and Christ as separate yet intertwined figures, Pullman opens space for nuanced
discussions about identity, authenticity, and the human need for meaning. This approach not only
enriches literary discourse but also contributes to ongoing conversations about spirituality in the
modern world.

The enduring relevance of Pullman’s narrative lies in its ability to challenge readers without
prescribing answers. It invites engagement, reflection, and debate—qualities that define impactful
literature and ensure that “the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ” remains a significant work
in contemporary religious and literary studies.



The Good Man Jesus And The Scoundrel Christ

  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Good Man Jesus & The Scoundrel Christ
Pullman, 2010-04 In this ingenious and spellbinding retelling of the life of Jesus, Philip Pullman
revisits the most influential story ever told. He offers a radical new take on the myths and mysteries
of the gospels and of the church that has shaped the course of the last two millennia. Charged with
mystery, compassion and enormous power, The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ throws
fresh light on who Jesus was and asks the reader questions that will continue to reverberate long
after the final page is turned. For above all, this book is about how stories become stories.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel
Christ Philip Pullman, 2010 Pullman reimagines the life of Jesus in this fiercely subversive retelling
of the most influential story ever told--Résumé de l'éditeur.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Philip Pullman's Jesus Gerald O'Collins,
2011 With The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ, Philip Pullman issues a serious challenge
to the reader to look again at the Gospels, and ask whether or not it is reasonable to believe what
the New Testament and the Church teach about the founder of Christianity. In Philip Pullman's Jesus
Gerald O'Collins takes up that challenge with authority, passion and flair.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: ,
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: American Theological Inquiry, Volume Three,
Issue Two Gannon Murphy, 2010-08-01 American Theological Inquiry (ATI) reaches thousands of
Christian scholars, clergy, and other interested parties, primarily in the U.S. And U.K. The journal
was formed in 2007 by Gannon Murphy (PhD Theology, Univ. Wales, Lampeter;
Presbyterian/Reformed) and Stephen Patrick (PhD Philosophy, Univ. Illinois; Eastern Orthodox) to
open up space for Christian scholars who affirm the Ecumenical Creeds to contribute research
throughout the broader Christian scholarly community in America And The West. The purpose of ATI
is to provide an inter-tradition forum for scholars who affirm the historic Ecumenical Creeds of
Christendom to constructively communicate contemporary theologies, developments, ideas,
commentaries, and insights pertaining to theology, culture, and history toward reforming and
elevating Western Christianity. ATI seeks a critical function as much or more so as a
quasi-ecumenical one. The purpose is not to erase or weaken the distinctives of the various ecclesial
traditions, but to widen the dialogue and increase inter-tradition understanding while mutually
affirming Christ's power to transform culture And The importance of strengthening Western
Christianity with special reference to Her historic, creedal roots. Theologians, would-be theologians,
And The theologically attentive will want to check out American Theological Inquiry. ~ Richard John
Neuhaus (1936-2009), First Things
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Four Gospels , 2010-04-01 Encouraging
the reading of the Bible as literature rather than doctrine, the four central gospels are presented
here in the beauty of the Authorised King James Version, with four fresh, modern introductions. The
revelatory essays, by A.N. Wilson, Nick Cave, Richard Holloway and Blake Morrison, were
commissioned for the groundbreaking Pocket Canons series. They offer piercing, moving and highly
personal responses to the most influential story of the last two thousand years: the life of Jesus
Christ. Including: A.N. Wilson on The Gospel According to Matthew Nick Cave on The Gospel
According to Mark Richard Holloway on The Gospel According to Luke Blake Morrison on The
Gospel According to John and the Authorised King James Version of all four Gospels
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Treasure Beneath the Hearth Edward Walker,
2015-02-27 Treasure Beneath the Hearth is a call for re-evaluation of myth as an inner language and
for an approach to the gospels illuminated on the level of the intellect by modern, critical
scholarship, and on the level of the imagination by the insights of depth psychology.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Routledge Companion to Biofiction Lucia
Boldrini, Laura Cernat, Alexandre Gefen, Michael Lackey, 2025-03-31 The Routledge Companion to

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/the-good-man-jesus-and-the-scoundrel-christ.pdf


Biofiction provides readers with the history, origins, and evolution of this popular genre. Featuring
contributions from leading scholars in the field, this authoritative collection foregrounds analyses of
biofiction's core foundations through contemporary debates. The volume is organized into seven
sections: Histories of biofiction; Theoretical reflections on biofiction; Biofiction, national models and
(trans)national constructions; Biofiction as political intervention; Biofictional case studies; Activating
lives: early modern women; and Authorial reflections. This groundbreaking collection features works
that refine our understanding of the genesis and evolution of biofiction; theorize its unique and
distinctive modes of signifying; reflect on its value for the future and social justice; chart new
approaches for doing biofictional analysis; and offer insights from authors of biofiction into the
creative process. This is the first collection to bring together the two main schools of interpreting
biofiction – the Francophone and Anglophone – while also shedding light on biofictions in many
languages, from or about many continents, and offering a platform to established and new voices
alike. It will be essential reading for students as well as advanced scholars interested in biographical
fiction.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Erfahren, Erzählen, Erinnern: Narrative
Konstruktionen von Gedächtnis und Generation in Antike und Mittelalter Hartwin Brandt, 2012
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Message and the Book John Bowker,
2012-03-27 Grand in its sweep, this survey of the sacred writings of the major religions of the world
offers a thoughtful introduction to the ideas and beliefs upon which great faiths are built. Under the
expert guidance of John Bowker, a religious scholar and author of international stature, readers
explore the key texts of Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, Confucian,
Daoist, and Shinto traditions. The author discusses some 400 books, among them such well-known
sacred texts as the Bible and the Quran, but also spiritual writings by theologians, philosophers,
poets, and others. Bowker provides clear and illuminating commentary on each text, describing the
content and core tenets of the work and quoting pertinent passages. He also sets the writings in
religious and historical contexts, showing how they have influenced—and in many cases continue to
influence—artistic, musical, literary, and political traditions. The Message and the Book is essential
reading for anyone who wishes to understand the meaning and the deep significance of primary
religious texts of civilizations around the globe.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Routledge Companion to Literature and
Religion Mark Knight, 2016-04-28 This unique and comprehensive volume looks at the study of
literature and religion from a contemporary critical perspective. Including discussion of global
literature and world religions, this Companion looks at: Key moments in the story of religion and
literary studies from Matthew Arnold through to the impact of 9/11 A variety of theoretical
approaches to the study of religion and literature Different ways that religion and literature are
connected from overtly religious writing, to subtle religious readings Analysis of key sacred texts
and the way they have been studied, re-written, and questioned by literature Political implications of
work on religion and literature Thoroughly introduced and contextualised, this volume is an
engaging introduction to this huge and complex field.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism
Andrew Copson, A. C. Grayling, 2015-04-27 The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents
an edited collection of essays that explore the nature of Humanism as an approach to life, and a
philosophical analysis of the key humanist propositions from naturalism and science to morality and
meaning. Represents the first book of its kind to look at Humanism not just in terms of its theoretical
underpinnings, but also its consequences and its diverse manifestations Features contributions from
international and emerging scholars, plus renowned figures such as Stephen Law, Charles Freeman
and Jeaneanne Fowler Presents Humanism as a positive alternative to theism Brings together the
world’s leading Humanist academics in one reference work
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Beyond His Dark Materials Susan Redington
Bobby, 2012-09-18 Beyond the His Dark Materials series lies a vast fictional realm populated by the
many diverse character creations of Philip Pullman. During a more than 30-year career, Pullman has



created worlds filled with quests, trials, tragedies and triumphs, and this book explores those
worlds. The picture books, novellas and novels written for children, adolescents and adults are
analyzed through the themes of innocence and experience. The journeys Pullman sets his characters
on teach them that one must embrace change, loss and suffering to grow in wisdom and grace.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Boys will be Boys, and Other Myths Will
Moore, 2022-07-28 Throughout history, we have exalted and theologised about men like Adam or
David to the point where we have become oblivious to the fact that they are far from perfect role
models for Christian manhood. Failing to read scripture properly, we have used it to shape a
distorted understanding of masculinity. Stretching from issues of violence, emotional and sexual
abuse, the desire for power, homophobia, and the suppression of emotions, Will Moore draws from
scholarship, personal stories, and popular culture to offer an honest and accessible insight into the
toxic myths which frame how w e read scripture. Only when we expose these myths, he argues, can
we start to see the authentic men staring straight back at us from the pages of our bibles, and be
able to reshape the way in which we produce Christian men today, tackling the violence that is being
done by men to themselves and others.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Gospel According to the Novelist
Magdalena Maczynska, 2015-08-27 Why have so many prominent literary authors-from Philip
Pullman and José Saramago to Michèle Roberts and Colm Tóibím-recently rewritten the canonical
story of Jesus Christ? What does that say about our supposedly secular age? In this insightful study,
Magdalena Maczynska defines and examines the genre of scriptural metafiction: novels that not only
transform religious texts but also draw attention to these transformations. In addition to providing
rich examples and close readings, Maczynska positions literary studies within interdisciplinary
debates about religion and secularity. Her book demonstrates a surprising turn of events: even as
contemporary novelists deconstruct the traditional categories of “secular” and “sacred” writing, they
open up new spaces for scripture in contemporary culture.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First
Century Literary Fiction Daniel O'Gorman, Robert Eaglestone, 2019-01-15 The study of
contemporary fiction is a fascinating yet challenging one. Contemporary fiction has immediate
relevance to popular culture, the news, scholarly organizations, and education – where it is found on
the syllabus in schools and universities – but it also offers challenges. What is ‘contemporary’? How
do we track cultural shifts and changes? The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First Century Literary
Fiction takes on this challenge, mapping key literary trends from the year 2000 onwards, as the
landscape of our century continues to take shape around us. A significant and central intervention
into contemporary literature, this Companion offers essential coverage of writers who have risen to
prominence since then, such as Hari Kunzru, Jennifer Egan, David Mitchell, Jonathan Lethem, Ali
Smith, A. L. Kennedy, Hilary Mantel, Marilynne Robinson, and Colson Whitehead. Thirty-eight
essays by leading and emerging international scholars cover topics such as: • Identity, including
race, sexuality, class, and religion in the twenty-first century; • The impact of technology, terrorism,
activism, and the global economy on the modern world and modern literature; • The form and
format of twenty-first century literary fiction, including analysis of established genres such as the
pastoral, graphic novels, and comedic writing, and how these have been adapted in recent years.
Accessible to experts, students, and general readers, The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First
Century Literary Fiction provides a map of the critical issues central to the discipline, as well as
uncovering new perspectives and new directions for the development of the field. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the past, present, and future of contemporary literature.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Fantasy Literature and Christianity
Weronika Łaszkiewicz, 2018-10-18 The debate surrounding the Christian aspects of C.S. Lewis's The
Chronicles of Narnia, J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials and
J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter has revealed not only the prominence of religious themes in fantasy
fiction, but also readers' concerns over portrayals of religion in fantasy. Yet while analyses of these
works fill many volumes, other fantasy series have received much less attention. This critical study



explores the fantastic religions and religious themes in American and Canadian works by Stephen R.
Donaldson (Chronicles of Thomas Covenant), Guy Gavriel Kay (Fionavar Tapestry), Celia S.
Friedman (Coldfire Trilogy), and Brandon Sanderson (Mistborn). References to biblical tradition and
Christian teachings reveal these writers' overall approach to Christianity and the relationship
between Christianity and the fantasy genre.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Media and Entertainment Law Ursula Smartt,
2011-04-19 Media and Entertainment Law presents a contemporary analysis of the law relating to
the media and entertainment industry both in terms of its practical application and its theoretical
framework. Looking at key aspects such as TV and radio broadcasting, the print press, the music
industry, online news and entertainment and social networking sites, this textbook provides students
with detailed coverage of the key principles, cases and legislation as well as a critical analysis of
regulatory bodies such as the Press Complaints Commission and OFCOM. Media and Entertainment
Law is also the first book to discuss superinjunctions and the phone-hacking scandal involving News
of the World.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: On the Origin of Superheroes Chris Gavaler,
2015-11-01 Most readers think that superheroes began with Superman’s appearance in Action
Comics No. 1, but that Kryptonian rocket didn’t just drop out of the sky. By the time Superman’s
creators were born, the superhero’s most defining elements—secret identities, aliases, disguises,
signature symbols, traumatic origin stories, extraordinary powers, self-sacrificing altruism—were
already well-rehearsed standards. Superheroes have a sprawling, action-packed history that
predates the Man of Steel by decades and even centuries. On the Origin of Superheroes is a quirky,
personal tour of the mythology, literature, philosophy, history, and grand swirl of ideas that have
permeated western culture in the centuries leading up to the first appearance of superheroes (as we
know them today) in 1938. From the creation of the universe, through mythological heroes and gods,
to folklore, ancient philosophy, revolutionary manifestos, discarded scientific theories, and gothic
monsters, the sweep and scale of the superhero’s origin story is truly epic. We will travel from Jane
Austen’s Bath to Edgar Rice Burroughs’s Mars to Owen Wister’s Wyoming, with some surprising
stops along the way. We’ll meet mad scientists, Napoleonic dictators, costumed murderers,
diabolical madmen, blackmailers, pirates, Wild West outlaws, eugenicists, the KKK, Victorian
do-gooders, detectives, aliens, vampires, and pulp vigilantes (to name just a few). Chris Gavaler is
your tour guide through this fascinating, sometimes dark, often funny, but always surprising
prehistory of the most popular figure in pop culture today. In a way, superheroes have always been
with us: they are a fossil record of our greatest aspirations and our worst fears and failings.
  the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Daemon Voices Philip Pullman, 2019-09-10
From the internationally best-selling author of the His Dark Materials trilogy, a spellbinding journey
into the secrets of his art--the narratives that have shaped his vision, his experience of writing, and
the keys to mastering the art of storytelling. One of the most highly acclaimed and best-selling
authors of our time now gives us a book that charts the history of his own enchantment with
story--from his own books to those of Blake, Milton, Dickens, and the Brothers Grimm, among
others--and delves into the role of story in education, religion, and science. At once personal and
wide-ranging, Daemon Voices is both a revelation of the writing mind and the methods of a great
contemporary master, and a fascinating exploration of storytelling itself.
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