
the colour out of space

The Colour Out of Space: Exploring Lovecraft’s Enigmatic Cosmic Horror

the colour out of space is not just a phrase—it’s a gateway into one of the most mysterious and

unsettling tales in cosmic horror literature. Originating from H.P. Lovecraft’s 1927 short story, this

concept captures the imagination with its eerie depiction of an indescribable hue that defies the known

spectrum of colors. It’s a phenomenon that has intrigued writers, filmmakers, and artists alike, inspiring

interpretations that stretch far beyond the written word. But what exactly is the colour out of space?

Why has it held such a powerful grip on horror enthusiasts and sci-fi fans for nearly a century? Let’s

dive into the depths of this otherworldly color and unravel its significance.

The Origins of the Colour Out of Space

H.P. Lovecraft’s work often delved into the unknown, marrying science fiction with horror in ways that

left readers both fascinated and unnerved. "The Colour Out of Space" is one of Lovecraft’s standout

stories, centered around a meteorite that crashes on a farmstead in rural New England. Unlike any

ordinary meteorite, this one emanates a strange and alien color that defies earthly description. This

color is not just a visual oddity—it seems to warp reality itself, poisoning the land, plants, animals, and

even humans who come into contact with it.

Lovecraft deliberately avoided giving the color a precise description, using phrases like “a colour that

was not of the visible spectrum” or “something indescribable.” This ambiguity amplifies the sense of

cosmic horror, emphasizing the alienness of the entity. The colour out of space is thus a symbol of the

incomprehensible nature of the universe, a reminder that some things exist beyond human

understanding.



What Makes the Colour Out of Space So Disturbing?

Unlike traditional horror elements that rely on gore or jump scares, the terror in Lovecraft’s tale arises

from the sheer unknowability of the colour out of space. It challenges human perception and evokes

existential dread. Here are a few reasons why this concept remains unsettling:

An Unseen Spectrum

The colour is described as existing outside the visible spectrum, meaning it cannot be seen or

replicated by conventional means. This idea taps into a primal fear of the unknown. Humans rely

heavily on sight to interpret the world, so encountering a color that defies all known science is deeply

disorienting.

Reality Warping Effects

In the story, the colour causes plants to grow in unnatural ways, animals to mutate, and humans to

suffer mental and physical deterioration. This portrayal ties the colour to contamination and decay,

suggesting that the alien force is a corrupting presence that erodes the fabric of nature itself.

Symbol of Cosmic Indifference

Lovecraft’s cosmic horror often revolves around the idea that the universe is vast, uncaring, and filled

with entities beyond human comprehension. The colour out of space embodies this theme perfectly.

It’s not malevolent in a traditional sense; it simply exists outside human morality and understanding,

indifferent to the suffering it causes.



Scientific and Cultural Interpretations

The colour out of space has fascinated not only horror fans but also scientists and artists looking for

ways to conceptualize something truly alien.

Is the Colour Real or Metaphorical?

Some scholars argue that the colour represents more than just an alien pigment—it’s a metaphor for

phenomena that humans cannot perceive or explain, such as dark matter or unknown wavelengths of

light. In this way, Lovecraft’s colour anticipates modern scientific concepts about the universe’s hidden

mysteries.

Inspiration for Modern Media

The story has influenced numerous films, video games, and novels. For example, the 2019 film

adaptation directed by Richard Stanley visually attempts to capture the elusive nature of the colour,

using vivid and surreal effects to portray its reality-distorting power. Game developers have also

incorporated similar alien hues and materials into sci-fi horror settings, emphasizing the theme of

incomprehensible extraterrestrial forces.

Exploring the Colour in Art and Design

While the colour out of space defies direct visualization, artists have sought creative ways to represent

its eerie essence.



Color Theory and Alien Palettes

Designers often use unnatural, shifting gradients of neon and ultraviolet hues to evoke the feeling of

something “otherworldly.” These palettes combine blues, purples, and greens in ways that create a

shimmering, almost radioactive effect. The goal is to simulate the disorienting and uncanny sensations

described in Lovecraft’s work.

Tips for Creating “Out of Space” Effects

If you’re an artist or designer looking to capture the spirit of the colour, consider these approaches:

Use iridescent or holographic materials: These can mimic the shifting, changing nature of the

colour.

Incorporate gradients with high contrast: Sudden shifts between bright and dark areas can

evoke otherworldliness.

Play with light and shadow: Dynamic lighting can enhance the mysterious vibe.

Choose unnatural color combinations: Mix hues that don’t typically appear together in nature to

heighten the alien effect.

The Colour Out of Space and Its Place in Cosmic Horror

At its core, the colour out of space is a manifestation of the central themes that define Lovecraftian



horror: cosmic insignificance, the limits of human knowledge, and the presence of unfathomable forces

beyond our control.

The Role of Environment and Atmosphere

The story masterfully uses setting—an isolated farmstead slowly consumed by the alien presence—to

build tension and dread. The encroaching colour transforms familiar surroundings into uncanny

landscapes, reinforcing the idea that the mundane world can be invaded by incomprehensible horrors

at any moment.

Psychological Impact on Characters

The mental decline of the story’s characters highlights how exposure to the colour out of space affects

human sanity. This descent into madness is a common motif in Lovecraft’s works, emphasizing

vulnerability in the face of cosmic phenomena.

Why the Colour Out of Space Still Resonates Today

Nearly 100 years after it was first written, Lovecraft’s story and its enigmatic colour continue to

captivate audiences. This enduring appeal can be attributed to several factors:

Timeless Fear of the Unknown: The concept taps into a universal anxiety about encountering

things beyond human understanding.

Relevance to Modern Science: As our knowledge of the universe expands, so does our

awareness of its mysteries—echoing the themes of the story.



Creative Inspiration: The colour out of space serves as a rich source of imaginative material for

artists across disciplines.

Philosophical Depth: It challenges readers to confront their place in a vast, indifferent cosmos,

prompting reflection on existential themes.

Whether you’re a fan of horror, science fiction, or simply curious about the intersections of art and

cosmic mystery, exploring the colour out of space offers a unique lens through which to view the

unknown. It remains a powerful symbol of the alien and the unknowable—an invitation to embrace

wonder, fear, and imagination all at once.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Colour Out of Space' about?

'The Colour Out of Space' is a science fiction horror short story by H.P. Lovecraft about a mysterious

extraterrestrial entity that crashes on Earth, causing strange and terrifying effects on the environment

and people nearby.

Who wrote 'The Colour Out of Space'?

The story was written by American writer H.P. Lovecraft and first published in 1927.

What is the significance of the colour in 'The Colour Out of Space'?

The colour is an indescribable, otherworldly hue that defies normal perception, representing an alien

presence that corrupts and distorts life around it.



Has 'The Colour Out of Space' been adapted into movies?

Yes, there have been several adaptations, including the 2019 horror film directed by Richard Stanley,

which stars Nicolas Cage and brings a modern take on the story.

What themes are explored in 'The Colour Out of Space'?

The story explores themes such as cosmic horror, the limits of human understanding, environmental

contamination, and the insignificance of humanity in the cosmos.

Where is 'The Colour Out of Space' set?

The story is set in a rural area near Arkham, Massachusetts, a fictional town frequently used in

Lovecraft's works.

Why is 'The Colour Out of Space' considered a classic in horror

literature?

It is considered a classic because of its unique blend of science fiction and horror, its atmospheric

storytelling, and its introduction of cosmic horror elements that influenced many later works.

What impact did 'The Colour Out of Space' have on popular culture?

The story has influenced numerous authors, filmmakers, and artists, contributing to the cosmic horror

genre and inspiring adaptations, references in video games, literature, and other media.

Additional Resources

The Enigmatic Phenomenon: Exploring The Colour Out of Space

the colour out of space has long intrigued both literary enthusiasts and scientific minds alike.

Originating from the realms of speculative fiction, this phenomenon transcends typical descriptions of



color, embodying an otherworldly presence that defies conventional understanding. Its enigmatic

nature has sparked numerous interpretations in literature, film, and discussions surrounding cosmic

anomalies. This article delves into the multifaceted aspects of the colour out of space, examining its

origins, implications, and the broader cultural and scientific contexts that frame its enduring mystique.

Origins and Literary Significance of The Colour Out of Space

The phrase "the colour out of space" traces back to the 1927 short story by H.P. Lovecraft, a seminal

figure in horror and weird fiction. Lovecraft’s narrative centers around an inexplicable, alien hue that

descends upon a rural farmstead, precipitating a cascade of bizarre and unsettling events. Unlike

traditional colors found in the visible spectrum, the colour out of space is described as indescribable, a

shade that does not correspond to any earthly pigment or light wavelength.

This departure from the familiar renders the colour a profound symbol of the unknown and the

unknowable—an embodiment of cosmic horror that challenges human perception. Lovecraft’s use of

the colour as a narrative device highlights themes of existential dread, the fragility of human

understanding, and the vastness of the universe beyond human comprehension.

Scientific Curiosities and Theoretical Interpretations

While firmly rooted in fiction, the concept of the colour out of space invites speculative scientific

inquiry, particularly in the fields of astrophysics and visual perception. The phenomenon suggests the

existence of electromagnetic wavelengths beyond the visible spectrum, potentially linked to cosmic

radiation or unknown energy forms.

Scientists acknowledge that humans perceive only a limited range of the electromagnetic

spectrum—from approximately 380 to 740 nanometers. Beyond this visible range lie ultraviolet, infrared,

X-rays, and other radiation types, none of which manifest as colors recognizable to the human eye.

The colour out of space metaphorically represents these unseen energies, prompting questions about



how extraterrestrial phenomena might appear or be sensed.

Additionally, the theoretical existence of non-Newtonian colors—colors that cannot be generated by

standard light mixing and are hypothesized to arise under special neurological or optical

conditions—aligns conceptually with Lovecraft’s description. This speculation bridges the gap between

fiction and potential scientific realities, enriching the narrative’s appeal.

Cultural Impact and Adaptations

The enduring allure of the colour out of space is evident in its influence on popular culture. Beyond

literature, it has inspired various adaptations in cinema, video games, and visual art. These

interpretations often grapple with conveying an indescribable color through visual media, which

inherently relies on human color perception.

Notable adaptations include films such as the 2019 science-fiction horror movie “Color Out of Space,”

which translates Lovecraft’s narrative into a contemporary setting. The challenge lies in visually

representing a color that, by definition, cannot be represented. Filmmakers employ a mix of vibrant

hues, distorted imagery, and unconventional lighting to evoke the unsettling, alien quality of the

phenomenon.

This cultural reach underscores the colour out of space’s role as a metaphor for the alien and the

incomprehensible—a concept that resonates broadly across genres concerned with the unknown.

Comparison with Other Cosmic Phenomena in Fiction and Science

The colour out of space can be compared to other fictional and scientific cosmic phenomena that

challenge human understanding. For instance:



Dark Matter: Invisible and undetectable by traditional means, yet constituting a significant portion

of the universe’s mass.

Neutron Stars’ Emissions: Unique electromagnetic signatures that differ from ordinary light.

The “Impossible Colors” Phenomenon: Hypothetical colors that cannot be perceived under

normal circumstances but have been subject to experimental studies.

These phenomena share a common theme: they exist beyond ordinary sensory experience, compelling

humanity to expand its conceptual frameworks.

Psychological and Perceptual Dimensions

The colour out of space also intersects with psychological studies on color perception and the brain’s

interpretation of sensory data. Human vision is limited by the structure of the eye and the processing

capabilities of the brain’s visual cortex. Neurological anomalies such as synesthesia or the perception

of afterimages can result in unusual color experiences, though none perfectly mirror the alien quality

attributed to the colour out of space.

Researchers in cognitive science explore how novel stimuli might be processed or how non-human

entities could perceive color differently. Such inquiries underline the broader philosophical questions

raised by the colour out of space: how much of reality is shaped by human sensory limitations, and

what lies beyond?

Pros and Cons of Engaging with the Concept in Modern Media

Engaging with the colour out of space in modern media presents both opportunities and challenges:



Pros:

Stimulates imagination and creative storytelling.

Encourages interdisciplinary dialogue between science and art.

Serves as a powerful metaphor for the unknown and unknowable.

Cons:

Difficulty in visually representing an inherently indescribable phenomenon.

Risk of diluting the original thematic depth through over-simplification.

Potential confusion among audiences unfamiliar with the concept’s origins.

Balancing these factors is vital for creators aiming to preserve the integrity and impact of the concept.

The colour out of space remains a compelling subject that bridges imaginative fiction and speculative

science. Its essence lies not only in what is seen but in what defies vision—the alien, the ineffable, and

the cosmic unknown. As scientific exploration advances and cultural narratives evolve, this enigmatic

phenomenon continues to inspire reflection on humanity’s place within the vast mysteries of the

universe.



The Colour Out Of Space

  the colour out of space: The Colour Out of Space H. P. Lovecraft, When a meteorite crashes on
a remote farm in the hills of Arkham, it brings something far worse than fire and ruin. The rock
shrinks and crumbles, leaving behind a strange, shifting color—something unearthly, something
alive. Over time, the land withers, the water turns foul, and the Gardner family, who tend the farm,
begin to change in ways both terrifying and tragic. As the blight spreads, the few who dare to
investigate realize too late that some forces cannot be understood, reasoned with, or stopped. One of
H. P. Lovecraft’s most chilling tales, The Colour Out of Space is a haunting exploration of cosmic
horror and the limits of human comprehension. With its slow-building dread and eerie atmosphere, it
remains one of the most unsettling works in weird fiction. H.P. LOVECRAFT [1890-1937], born in
Providence, Rhode Island, was an American writer known for his horror, fantasy, and science fiction
stories. Both of Lovecraft's parents suffered from mental illness, which greatly influenced his youth.
He began writing at an early age but had a limited readership during his lifetime. Today, Lovecraft is
regarded as an icon of popular culture and is considered one of the most influential and innovative
horror writers of the 20th century, often compared to Edgar Allan Poe.
  the colour out of space: H.P. Lovecraft's The Colour Out of Space (Manga) , 2025-07-01 H.P.
Lovecraft's horror story, rendered in chilling detail by modern manga horror master Gou Tanabe!
The complete story in one volume, featuring a tip-in title page in metallic gold ink and four pages in
color. Even the folk of Arkham are frightened of a valley west of town…blighted and deformed by
something that fell from space—a twisting, spectral hue. In 1927, a surveyor examining a site for a
new reservoir arrives at the bottom of a desolate valley in rural Massachusetts…a place spoken of in
fear, even by the inhabitants of witch-haunted Arkham—for in the past, they say, there were
“strange days” there. The surrounding landscape is weirdly tangled and overgrown, but at the very
center of the isolation are five acres where nothing lives and nothing remains, but a fine gray ash
unstirred by the wind. What turned this farmland into a sterile, blasted heath? It happened long ago,
the visitor learns from aged survivor Ammi Pierce, when in 1882 a visitor fell out of a clear blue sky,
trailing smoke like a dragon. Soon scientists from Miskatonic University arrived at Nahum Gardner’s
farm, where the meteorite landed—if indeed it was a meteorite, for the strangely plastic object
refused to cool after its descent, seemed to gradually shrink, and in the laboratory, samples of it
faded away slowly into nothingness. But not before revealing under analysis strange, shining
radiance, unlike any known element of the spectrum. What had been a mystery to the professors
gradually becomes a horror for the Gardner family as first, bizarre lightning disintegrates what
remains of the cosmic visitor, and then their crops begin to come in strangely—fruits big and
bountiful, but bitter and repugnant to eat. Then the unnatural blight spreads to the animals…and
finally, to the minds and bodies of the Gardners…twisted by the colour out of space. “I love H.P.
Lovecraft…It would be great to adapt him as a serialized manga, but I actually saw Gou Tanabe
create a great adaption of H.P. Lovecraft’s stories. Afterwards, I ended up not doing it because I
thought I wouldn’t be as good as Gou’s version.”—Junji Ito (Uzumaki, Black Paradox)
  the colour out of space: The Colour Out of Space (Fantasy and Horror Classics) H. P.
Lovecraft, George Henry Weiss, 2013-01-08 In an attempt to uncover the mysteries of a seemingly
cursed area called the “blasted heath” by the locals, an unnamed narrator sets about questioning the
townsfolk as to the location's history. When he fails to gain any information, he approaches the old
and possibly deranged Ammi Pierce, who claims that the problems first arose as a result of a
meteorite crash in 1882. A fantastic example of Lovecraft's seminal science fiction writing not to be
missed by lovers of the genre. Howard Phillips Lovecraft (1890–1937) was an American writer of
supernatural horror fiction. Though his works remained largely unknown and did not furnish him
with a decent living, Lovecraft is today considered to be among the most significant writers of
supernatural horror fiction of the twentieth century. Other notable works by this author include: “At
the Mountains of Madness”, “The Rats in the Walls”, and “The Shadow Over Innsmouth”. Read & Co.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/the-colour-out-of-space.pdf


is publishing this classic short story now as part of our “Fantasy and Horror Classics” imprint in a
new edition with a dedication by George Henry Weiss.
  the colour out of space: The Colour Out of Space Говард Лавкрафт, 2022-01-29 The Colour
Out of Space is a 1st-person narrative written from the perspective of an unnamed Boston surveyor.
In order to prepare for the construction of a new reservoir in Massachusetts, he surveys a rural area
that is to be flooded near Lovecraft's fictional town of Arkham. He comes across a mysterious patch
of land, an abandoned five-acre farmstead, which is completely devoid of all life.
  the colour out of space: The Color Out Of Space H. P. Lovecraft, 2021-10-18 The Color Out Of
Space H. P. Lovecraft - The Colour Out of Space is a science fiction/horror short story by American
author H. P. Lovecraft, written in March 1927. In the tale, an unnamed narrator pieces together the
story of an area known by the locals as the blasted heath in the wild hills west of the fictional town
of Arkham, Massachusetts. The narrator discovers that many years ago a meteorite crashed there,
poisoning every living being nearby; vegetation grows large but foul tasting, animals are driven mad
and deformed into grotesque shapes, and the people go insane or die one by one.Lovecraft began
writing The Colour Out of Space immediately after finishing his previous short novel, The Case of
Charles Dexter Ward, and in the midst of final revision on his horror fiction essay Supernatural
Horror in Literature. Seeking to create a truly alien life form, he drew inspiration from numerous
fiction and nonfiction sources. First appearing in the September 1927 edition of Hugo Gernsback's
science fiction magazine Amazing Stories, The Colour Out of Space became one of Lovecraft's most
popular works, and remained his personal favorite of his short stories. It has been adapted to film
several times, as Die, Monster, Die! (1965), The Curse (1987), Colour from the Dark (2008), The
Colour Out of Space (Die Farbe) (2010) and Color Out of Space (2019).
  the colour out of space: The Colour Out of Space H. P. Lovecraft, 2017-11-30 Excerpt: It was
just a colour out of space - a frightful messenger from unformed realms of infinity beyond all Nature
as we know it; from realms whose mere existence stuns the brain and numbs us with the black
extra-cosmic gulfs it throws open before our frenzied eyes. (Goodreads)
  the colour out of space: Science-fiction Everett Franklin Bleiler, Richard Bleiler, 1998
Complementing Science-Fiction: The Early Years, which surveys science-fiction published in book
form from its beginnings through 1930, the present volume covers all the science-fiction printed in
the genre magazines--Amazing, Astounding, and Wonder, along with offshoots and minor
magazines--from 1926 through 1936. This is the first time this historically important literary
phenomenon, which stands behind the enormous modern development of science-fiction, has been
studied thoroughly and accurately. The heart of the book is a series of descriptions of all 1,835
stories published during this period, plus bibliographic information. Supplementing this are many
useful features: detailed histories of each of the magazines, an issue by issue roster of contents, a
technical analysis of the art work, brief authors' biographies, poetry and letter indexes, a theme and
motif index of approximately 30,0000 entries, and general indexes. Science-Fiction: The Gernsback
Years is not only indispensable for reference librarians, collectors, readers, and scholars interested
in science-fiction, it is also of importance to the study of popular culture during the Great Depression
in the United States. Most of its data, which are largely based on rare and almost unobtainable
sources, are not available elsewhere.
  the colour out of space: The Colour Out of Space Lovecraft Howard Phillips, 2017-06-21 The
Colour Out of Space is a science fiction/horror short story by American author H. P. Lovecraft,
written in March 1927. In the tale, an unnamed narrator pieces together the story of an area known
by the locals as the blasted heath in the wild hills west of Arkham, Massachusetts. The narrator
discovers that many years ago a meteorite crashed there, poisoning every living being nearby;
vegetation grows large but foul tasting, animals are driven mad and deformed into grotesque
shapes, and the people go insane or die one by one.
  the colour out of space: The Color Out Of Space Annotated H P Lovecraft, 2020-09-28 The
Colour Out of Space is a science fiction/horror short story by American author H. P. Lovecraft,
written in March 1927. In the tale, an unnamed narrator pieces together the story of an area known



by the locals as the blasted heath in the wild hills west of the fictional town of Arkham,
Massachusetts. The narrator discovers that many years ago a meteorite crashed there, poisoning
every living being nearby; vegetation grows large but foul tasting, animals are driven mad and
deformed into grotesque shapes, and the people go insane or die one by one.
  the colour out of space: Authenticity and Adaptation Christina Wilkins, 2025-02-24 This
collection seeks to explore what authenticity means in the context of adaptation, whether there is
such a thing as an authentic adaptation, and what authenticity can offer for adaptation. It does so
through four specific sections, each thinking through related questions raised by the theme. By
outlining theoretical approaches to authenticity, querying authorship’s relationship to adaptation,
the role of medium, and the place or value of the audience, this collection brings together a holistic
perspective of authenticity that will intervene in the contemporary debates within adaptation.
Authenticity’s increasing importance in the zeitgeist filters through to adaptation, yet it is something
that has not been explicitly debated or discussed within the field. As such, this collection both
highlights and attempts to fill a gap in scholarship.
  the colour out of space: Horror Literature through History Matt Cardin, 2017-09-21 This
two-volume set offers comprehensive coverage of horror literature that spans its deep history,
dominant themes, significant works, and major authors, such as Stephen King, Edgar Allan Poe, and
Anne Rice, as well as lesser-known horror writers. Many of today's horror story fans—who
appreciate horror through movies, television, video games, graphic novels, and other
forms—probably don't realize that horror literature is not only one of the most popular types of
literature but one of the oldest. People have always been mesmerized by stories that speak to their
deepest fears. Horror Literature through History shows 21st-century horror fans the literary sources
of their favorite entertainment and the rich intrinsic value of horror literature in its own right.
Through profiles of major authors, critical analyses of important works, and overview essays focused
on horror during particular periods as well as on related issues such as religion, apocalypticism,
social criticism, and gender, readers will discover the fascinating early roots and evolution of horror
writings as well as the reciprocal influence of horror literature and horror cinema. This unique
two-volume reference set provides wide coverage that is current and compelling to modern
readers—who are of course also eager consumers of entertainment. In the first section, overview
essays on horror during different historical periods situate works of horror literature within the
social, cultural, historical, and intellectual currents of their respective eras, creating a seamless
narrative of the genre's evolution from ancient times to the present. The second section
demonstrates how otherwise unrelated works of horror have influenced each other, how horror
subgenres have evolved, and how a broad range of topics within horror—such as ghosts, vampires,
religion, and gender roles—have been handled across time. The set also provides alphabetically
arranged reference entries on authors, works, and specialized topics that enable readers to zero in
on information and concepts presented in the other sections.
  the colour out of space: The Medial Afterlives of H.P. Lovecraft Tim Lanzendörfer, Max José
Dreysse Passos de Carvalho, 2023-02-09 Medial Afterlives of H.P. Lovecraft brings together essays
on the theory and practice of adapting H.P. Lovecraft’s fiction and the Lovecraftian. It draws on
recent adaptation theory as well as broader discourses around media affordances to give an
overview over the presence of Lovecraft in contemporary media as well as the importance of
contemporary media in shaping what we take Lovecraft’s legacy to be. Discussing a wide array of
medial forms, from film and TV to comics, podcasts, and video and board games, and bringing
together an international group of scholars, the volume analyzes individual instances of adaptation
as well as the larger concern of what it is possible to learn about adaptation from the example of
H.P. Lovecraft, and how we construct Lovecraft and the Lovecraftian today in adaptation. Medial
Afterlives of H.P. Lovecraft is focused on an academic audience, but it will nonetheless hold interest
for all readers interested in Lovecraft today.
  the colour out of space: Horror in Space Michele Brittany, 2017-11-21 In sharp contrast to
many 1960s science fiction films, with idealized views of space exploration, Ridley Scott's Alien



(1979) terrified audiences, depicting a harrowing and doomed deep-space mission. The Alien films
launched a new generation of horror set in the great unknown, inspiring filmmakers to take
Earth-bound franchises like Leprechaun and Friday the 13th into space. This collection of new
essays examines the space horror subgenre, with a focus on such films as Paul W.S. Anderson's
Event Horizon, Duncan Jones' Moon, Mario Bava's Planet of the Vampires and John Carpenter's
Ghosts of Mars. Contributors discuss how filmmakers explored the concepts of the final girl/survivor,
the uncanny valley, the isolationism of space travel, religion and supernatural phenomena.
  the colour out of space: An H. P. Lovecraft Encyclopedia S. T. Joshi, David E. Schultz,
2001-09-30 H. P. Lovecraft (1890-1937) is commonly regarded as the leading author of supernatural
fiction in the 20th century. He is distinctive among writers in having a tremendous popular following
as well as a considerable and increasing academic reputation as a writer of substance and
significance. This encyclopedia is an exhaustive guide to many aspects of Lovecraft's life and work,
codifying the detailed research on Lovecraft conducted by many scholars over the past three
decades. It includes hundreds of alphabetically arranged entries on Lovecraft and presents extensive
bibliographical information. The volume draws upon rare documents, including thousands of
unpublished letters, in presenting plot synopses of Lovecraft's major works, descriptions of
characters in his tales, capsule biographies of his major colleagues and family members, and entries
on little known features in his stories, such as his imaginary book of occult lore, the Necronomicon.
The volume refers to current scholarship on the issues in question and also supplies the literary,
topographical, and biographical sources for key elements in Lovecraft's work. As Lovecraft's renown
continues to ascend in the 21st century, this encyclopedia will be essential to an understanding of
his life and writings.
  the colour out of space: #31Days: A Collection of Horror Essays, Vol. 1 Robert J Gannon,
2020-12-22 Imagine immersing yourself in a world of unimaginable horrors for a month. Now
imagine doing it every year for 16 years. Horror critic Robert J Gannon does it ever year. The
#31Days challenge is to watch and review a different horror property--film, TV series, book, game,
play, etc.--every day for the month of October. In this newly revised and expanded collection of
essays, Robert J Gannon celebrates the horror genre with a focus on film and television. #31Days
features 65 essays and reviews covering everything from Don Coscarelli's Phantasm series to the
anthology horror show Masters of Horror. This non-fiction collection follows the spirit of Sketching
Details, Robert's long-running entertainment media criticism website. Horror deserves the same
level of respect and analysis as any other genre. Robert J Gannon has built a career out of analyzing
and sharing a passion for genre fiction--horror, sci-fi, and fantasy--and he's ready to show the world
in his debut non-fiction collection.
  the colour out of space: A Century of Weird Fiction, 1832-1937 Jonathan Newell,
2020-03-15 Offers a new critical perspective on the weird that combines two ways of looking at
weird and cosmic horror. Mingling of nausea and knowledge, this book connects pulp horror with
metaphysical insight, offering an innovative approach aesthetics and metaphysics. Combines recent
speculative philosophy and affect theory.
  the colour out of space: Dark Scenes from Damaged Earth Justin D. Edwards, Rune Graulund,
Johan Höglund, 2022-06-28 An urgent volume of essays engages the Gothic to advance important
perspectives on our geological era What can the Gothic teach us about our current geological era?
More than just spooky, moonlit castles and morbid graveyards, the Gothic represents a vibrant,
emergent perspective on the Anthropocene. In this volume, more than a dozen scholars move
beyond longstanding perspectives on the Anthropocene—such as science fiction and apocalyptic
narratives—to show that the Gothic offers a unique (and dark) interpretation of events like climate
change, diminished ecosystems, and mass extinction. Embracing pop cultural phenomena like True
Detective, Jaws, and Twin Peaks, as well as topics from the New Weird and prehistoric shark fiction
to ruin porn and the “monstroscene,” Dark Scenes from Damaged Earth demonstrates the
continuing vitality of the Gothic while opening important new paths of inquiry. These essays map a
genealogy of the Gothic while providing fresh perspectives on the ongoing climate chaos, the



North/South divide, issues of racialization, dark ecology, questions surrounding environmental
justice, and much more. Contributors: Fred Botting, Kingston U; Timothy Clark, U of Durham;
Rebecca Duncan, Linnaeus U; Michael Fuchs, U of Oldenburg, Germany; Esthie Hugo, U of
Warwick; Dawn Keetley, Lehigh U; Laura R. Kremmel, South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology; Timothy Morton, Rice U; Barry Murnane, U of Oxford; Jennifer Schell, U of Alaska
Fairbanks; Lisa M. Vetere, Monmouth U; Sara Wasson, Lancaster U; Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock,
Central Michigan U.
  the colour out of space: Gothic Transgressions Ellen Redling, Christian Schneider, 2015 The
articles in this volume discuss specific ways in which the Gothic transgresses boundaries, be they
historical, spatial, national, aesthetic, generic, modal, medial, or sexual. Offering a wide range in
every respect - from 'Proto' to 'Post-Gothic, ' from mythical to digital, from national to 'Globalgothic,
' from metropolitan to 'EcoGothic, ' from traditional to 'Candygothic, ' from novel to film and from
Shakespeare to Steampunk - this collection aims to enrich as well as extend the scholarly debate on
the Gothic as a multi-faceted mode of expression that goes beyond limits and, much like a vampire,
constantly refreshes itself by feeding on the lifeblood of topical issues. (Series: Culture: Research
and Science / Kultur: Forschung und Wissenschaft - Vol. 19) [Subject: Popular Culture, Literary
Critic
  the colour out of space: Lovecraft in the 21st Century Antonio Alcala Gonzalez, Carl H.
Sederholm, 2021-12-30 Lovecraft in the 21st Century assembles reflections from a wide range of
perspectives on the significance of Lovecraft’s influence in contemporary times. Building on a focus
centered on the Anthropocene, adaptation, and visual media, the chapters in this collection focus on
the following topics: Adaptation of Lovecraft’s legacy in theater, television, film, graphic narratives,
video games and game artwork The connection between the writer’s legacy and his life Reading
Lovecraft in light of contemporary criticism about capitalism, the posthuman, and the Anthropocene
How contemporary authors have worked through the implicit racial and sexual politics in Lovecraft’s
fiction Reading Lovecraft’s fiction in light of contemporary approaches to gender and sexuality
  the colour out of space: American Gothic Tales Various, 1996-12-01 This remarkable
anthology of gothic fiction, spanning two centuries of American writing, gives us an intriguing and
entertaining look at how the gothic imagination makes for great literature in the works of forty-six
exceptional writers. Joyce Carol Oates has a special perspective on the “gothic” in American short
fiction, at least partially because her own horror yarns rank on the spine-tingling chart with the
masters. She is able to see the unbroken link of the macabre that ties Edgar Allan Poe to Anne Rice
and to recognize the dark psychological bonds between Henry James and Stephen King. In showing
us the gothic vision—a world askew where mankind’s forbidden impulses are set free from the
repressions of the psyche, and nature turns malevolent and lawless—Joyce Carol Oates includes
Henry James’s “The Romance of Certain Old Clothes,” Herman Melville’s horrific tale of factory
women, “The Tartarus of Maids,” and Edith Wharton’s “Afterward,” which are rarely collected and
appear together here for the first time. Added to these stories of the past are new ones that explore
the wounded worlds of Stephen King, Anne Rice, Peter Straub, Raymond Carver, and more than
twenty other wonderful contemporary writers. This impressive collection reveals the astonishing
scope of the gothic writer’s subject matter, style, and incomparable genius for manipulating our
emotions and penetrating our dreams. With Joyce Carol Oates’s superb introduction, American
Gothic Tales is destined to become the standard one-volume edition of the genre that American
writers, if they didn’t create it outright, have brought to its chilling zenith.
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