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How Was Aztec Society Organized? Understanding the Structure of an Ancient Civilization

how was aztec society organized is a fascinating question that opens a window into the complex
world of one of Mesoamerica’s most remarkable civilizations. The Aztecs, known for their impressive
architecture, rich mythology, and advanced agricultural techniques, also had an intricate social and
political structure that helped them thrive in a challenging environment. Exploring the organization of
Aztec society reveals much about their values, daily life, and governance.

The Social Hierarchy of the Aztec Civilization

At the heart of understanding how was Aztec society organized lies the recognition of its hierarchical
nature. Aztec society was highly stratified, with clear distinctions between social classes that
influenced people’s roles, privileges, and responsibilities.

The Nobility: Pipiltin

The upper class, known as the pipiltin, consisted of nobles who enjoyed significant power and wealth.
This group included the emperor (tlatoani), his family, high-ranking priests, military leaders, and
important government officials. The emperor was considered semi-divine, believed to be chosen by
the gods to rule the Aztec people. Nobles lived in large homes, wore fine clothing, and had access to
education and luxury goods.

The Commoners: Macehualtin

Below the nobles were the commoners or macehualtin. This group made up the bulk of the population
and included farmers, artisans, traders, and laborers. While they did not possess the privileges of the
nobility, commoners could own land, participate in local governance, and even rise in status through
military achievements or exceptional service to the state.

Other Social Groups: Serfs, Slaves, and Merchants

- **Serfs (Mayeques):** These individuals worked land owned by the nobility or temples and were tied
to the land, though they had some personal freedoms.
- **Slaves (Tlatlacotin):** Slavery existed in Aztec society but was not always hereditary. Slaves could
be war captives, criminals, or debtors, and their status could improve if they earned freedom.
- **Merchants (Pochteca):** An influential group despite not being nobles. Pochteca were long-
distance traders who also served as spies and diplomats, playing a crucial role in the empire’s
economy and political intelligence.



Political Organization and Governance

Understanding how was Aztec society organized also means exploring their political system, which
was a blend of monarchy and council-based governance.

The Emperor and Central Authority

The emperor held supreme power, often regarded as a divine ruler with the responsibility to maintain
order and uphold religious duties. His decisions affected everything from military campaigns to
religious ceremonies. The emperor was supported by a council of nobles and priests who advised him
and helped administer the empire.

The Role of Local Leaders

The Aztec Empire was composed of multiple city-states (altepetl), each governed by a local ruler
called a tlatoani. These rulers owed allegiance to the emperor but managed the day-to-day affairs of
their cities. Local governance included overseeing tribute collection, maintaining public order, and
organizing local military forces.

The Council and Legal System

Aztec society had a well-developed legal system with courts that handled disputes, crimes, and
property issues. Judges were respected figures who administered laws fairly, and punishments were
often severe to maintain social order. The council, composed of nobles and priests, played a role in
legislative decisions and in selecting successors for leadership positions.

Family and Community Structure

Beyond political and social classes, how was Aztec society organized at the family and community
levels? The Aztecs placed a strong emphasis on kinship and communal responsibility.

The Calpulli: The Building Blocks of Society

At the grassroots level, the calpulli was the fundamental social unit. This was a clan or neighborhood
group comprising families who shared land, temples, schools, and communal responsibilities. The
calpulli managed agricultural land collectively and organized labor for public works and military
service.



Family Roles and Education

Families were patriarchal, with the father as the head, but women also held important roles,
especially in managing the household and participating in religious rituals. Education was universal
for Aztec children, with boys and girls attending separate schools. Boys were trained in military skills
or crafts depending on their social class, while girls learned domestic skills and religious duties.

Religious Influence on Social and Political Life

Religion was inseparable from the organization of Aztec society. It influenced governance, social roles,
and even economic activities.

The Priesthood and Religious Hierarchy

Priests held a significant position within Aztec society, acting as intermediaries between the people
and the gods. They controlled religious ceremonies, maintained temples, and interpreted omens. The
priesthood had its own hierarchy, with high priests enjoying noble status.

Religious Festivals and Social Cohesion

The Aztecs observed numerous religious festivals that reinforced social bonds and the political order.
These events involved sacrifices, dances, and communal feasts, emphasizing the connection between
the gods, the ruler, and the people.

The Military’s Role in Society

Military prowess was highly valued in Aztec culture and played a vital role in societal organization.

Warriors and Social Mobility

While the nobility often led military campaigns, commoners could gain prominence and even noble
status by capturing enemies in battle. Warriors were respected and often rewarded with land or
privileges, making military service a key avenue for social advancement.

The Military Organization

Aztec armies were well-organized, with ranks and specialized units. Military achievements directly
influenced individuals’ social status and the overall power of the empire.



Economic Organization: Tribute and Trade

The Aztec economy was deeply integrated with social and political structures.

Tribute System

Conquered city-states paid tribute to the emperor, which included food, precious materials, and labor.
This system reinforced the emperor’s authority and supported the elite’s luxurious lifestyle.

Markets and Commerce

Markets were vibrant centers of economic and social interaction. Merchants not only traded goods but
also exchanged news and political information. The pochteca merchants operated extensive trade
networks that connected the Aztec Empire with distant regions.

Reflecting on How Was Aztec Society Organized

Looking at the intricate layers of Aztec society, it’s clear that their organization was a carefully
balanced mix of hierarchy, community, religion, and governance. Each layer—from the emperor to the
common farmer, from the priest to the warrior—played a vital role in sustaining a civilization that has
fascinated historians and enthusiasts alike. Understanding this organization gives us a deeper
appreciation of how the Aztecs managed to build and maintain one of the most powerful empires in
pre-Columbian America.

Frequently Asked Questions

How was the Aztec society structured?
Aztec society was organized into a hierarchical system with the emperor at the top, followed by
nobles, priests, warriors, commoners, and slaves. Each class had distinct roles and responsibilities
within the society.

What role did the emperor play in Aztec society?
The emperor, known as the Huey Tlatoani, was the supreme ruler and held political, military, and
religious authority. He was considered semi-divine and was responsible for making major decisions
and leading the empire.

Who were the nobles in Aztec society and what were their



duties?
Nobles, or pipiltin, were the elite class who held important positions such as government officials,
military leaders, and priests. They owned land, collected tribute, and helped administer the empire.

How were commoners organized within Aztec society?
Commoners, or macehualtin, were mostly farmers, artisans, and traders. They worked the land,
produced goods, and paid tribute to the nobles. They had some social mobility but generally followed
the rules set by the upper classes.

What was the significance of the calpulli in Aztec society?
The calpulli was a local kinship group or neighborhood community that formed the basic social unit in
Aztec society. It managed land distribution, organized labor, provided education, and maintained
religious practices for its members.

Additional Resources
How Was Aztec Society Organized? An In-depth Exploration of Its Social Structure and Hierarchies

how was aztec society organized is a question that has intrigued historians, anthropologists, and
scholars for decades. The Aztec civilization, flourishing in central Mexico prior to Spanish colonization,
developed a complex and highly stratified society. Understanding the organization of Aztec society
offers valuable insights into its political power, economic systems, and cultural practices. This article
delves into the intricate layers of Aztec social structure, examining the roles, classes, and institutions
that shaped one of Mesoamerica’s most influential civilizations.

Overview of Aztec Social Organization

The organization of Aztec society was fundamentally hierarchical, designed to maintain order and
support the empire’s expansive political ambitions. At the apex stood the emperor, or Huey Tlatoani,
whose authority was both political and religious. Below the emperor, society was divided into distinct
classes, each with prescribed roles and responsibilities that contributed to the functioning of the
state.

The Aztecs placed great emphasis on social order and status, which were often inherited but could
also be influenced by personal achievement, especially in warfare or scholarly pursuits. This
stratification was essential in managing the empire’s diverse population and vast territories.

Political and Religious Leadership

The emperor served as the supreme ruler, combining secular governance with divine sanction. His
power was legitimized through religious ideology, positioning him as the intermediary between the
gods and the people. The emperor’s court included nobles and priests who administered the empire’s



affairs.

The priesthood was a powerful institution within Aztec society, responsible for conducting rituals,
maintaining the calendar, and educating the elite. Religious leaders wielded influence not only
spiritually but also politically, often advising the emperor and playing key roles in governance.

Social Classes and Their Roles

Aztec society was broadly divided into three main classes:

Nobles (Pipiltin): This elite class included rulers, high priests, military leaders, and
landowners. Nobles held significant privileges, such as owning large estates and having access
to formal education. They were tasked with governance, military command, and religious
duties.

Commoners (Macehualtin): The majority of the population were commoners who worked as
farmers, artisans, merchants, and warriors. Although they did not hold noble status, commoners
could attain higher social standing through achievements in battle or service.

Slaves (Tlacotin): Slavery existed but was distinct from chattel slavery seen in other societies.
Slaves could own property, marry, and even buy their freedom. Slavery often resulted from
debt, punishment, or war captivity.

Calpulli: The Basic Social Unit

Central to the Aztec social fabric was the calpulli, a clan-like unit comprising families who shared land,
religious duties, and mutual responsibilities. Each calpulli managed its own affairs, including land
allocation and education for its members. This system facilitated local governance and social cohesion
within the broader empire.

The calpulli also played a critical role in economic organization, as land was communally held and
worked by its members. This helped sustain agricultural productivity and supported the tribute
system that underpinned the Aztec economy.

Education and Social Mobility

Education was highly valued in Aztec society, particularly for the nobility, but commoners also had
access to learning. Two types of schools existed: the Calmecac for noble children, focusing on
leadership, religion, and military training; and the Telpochcalli for commoners, emphasizing practical
skills and basic military training.

Remarkably, Aztec society allowed for some degree of social mobility. Commoners could rise through



military success, earning noble status and privileges. This meritocratic element was somewhat unique
compared to other contemporary civilizations, where social status was often rigidly fixed.

Military Structure and Its Social Impact

Military prowess was a key avenue for social advancement. The Aztecs highly valued warriors, who
were rewarded with land, titles, and increased social standing. The military was organized into elite
orders, such as the Jaguar and Eagle knights, who formed the backbone of Aztec expansion and
defense.

This connection between warfare and social status reinforced the empire’s expansionist policies and
ensured a steady supply of tribute and captives, which in turn supported the religious practices of
human sacrifice.

Gender Roles in Aztec Society

Gender roles were well-defined yet complementary. Men were primarily responsible for warfare,
governance, and agriculture, while women managed the household, textile production, and religious
rituals related to fertility and domestic life. Women of noble birth could wield significant influence,
particularly in religious settings.

Although patriarchal, Aztec society recognized the importance of women in maintaining social and
religious order, providing them with specific rights and responsibilities that balanced the societal
ecosystem.

Economic Organization and Tribute System

Understanding how Aztec society was organized also requires exploring its economic foundations. The
empire relied heavily on an extensive tribute system, where conquered city-states paid goods, labor,
or military support to the central government. This system was crucial for sustaining the capital,
Tenochtitlan, and its elite class.

Trade was another vital component, with markets like Tlatelolco serving as major commercial hubs.
Merchants, known as pochteca, were influential figures who facilitated long-distance trade and
intelligence gathering, often operating independently of the state but integral to its wealth.

Land Ownership and Agriculture

Land was primarily controlled by the calpulli and the nobility. The calpulli distributed land parcels to
its members for cultivation, while nobles owned large estates worked by commoners or slaves. The
Aztecs employed innovative agricultural techniques, such as chinampas (floating gardens), to
maximize productivity in the swampy environment around Lake Texcoco.



This agricultural surplus supported the population and allowed the ruling class to focus on
administration, warfare, and religious activities.

Comparative Perspectives: Aztec Society and Other
Mesoamerican Cultures

When comparing the Aztec social organization to that of the Maya or Inca, several distinctive features
emerge. Unlike the more decentralized Maya city-states, the Aztecs established a highly centralized
empire under an emperor with a clear hierarchy. Compared to the Inca, whose society was organized
around a state-controlled economy and strict communal labor, the Aztecs allowed more private land
ownership and merchant activity.

These differences highlight the Aztecs’ unique blend of military conquest, religious authority, and
economic pragmatism in structuring their society.

The question of how was Aztec society organized reveals not only the complexity and sophistication of
their social system but also underscores the dynamic interactions between class, politics, religion, and
economy that sustained their empire. This multifaceted organization was integral to the Aztecs’ ability
to govern a vast and diverse population, laying the foundation for one of the most remarkable
civilizations in the pre-Columbian Americas.

How Was Aztec Society Organized

  how was aztec society organized: Time, History, and Belief in Aztec and Colonial Mexico
Ross Hassig, 2001-04-15 Based on their enormously complex calendars that recorded cycles of many
kinds, the Aztecs and other ancient Mesoamerican civilizations are generally believed to have had a
cyclical, rather than linear, conception of time and history. This boldly revisionist book challenges
that understanding. Ross Hassig offers convincing evidence that for the Aztecs time was
predominantly linear, that it was manipulated by the state as a means of controlling a dispersed
tribute empire, and that the Conquest cut off state control and severed the unity of the calendar,
leaving only the lesser cycles. From these, he asserts, we have inadequately reconstructed the
pre-Columbian calendar and so misunderstood the Aztec conception of time and history. Hassig first
presents the traditional explanation of the Aztec calendrical system and its ideological functions and
then marshals contrary evidence to argue that the Aztec elite deliberately used calendars and
timekeeping to achieve practical political ends. He further traces how the Conquest played out in the
temporal realm as Spanish conceptions of time partially displaced the Aztec ones. His findings
promise to revolutionize our understanding of how the Aztecs and other Mesoamerican societies
conceived of time and history.
  how was aztec society organized: The Organization of Ancient Economies Kenneth Hirth,
2020-09-17 In this book, Kenneth Hirth provides a comparative view of the organization of ancient
and premodern society and economy. Hirth establishes that humans adapted to their environments,
not as individuals but in the social groups where they lived and worked out the details of their
livelihoods. He explores the variation in economic organization used by simple and complex societies
to procure, produce, and distribute resources required by both individual households and the social
and political institutions that they supported. Drawing on a wealth of archaeological, historic, and
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ethnographic information, he develops and applies an analytical framework for studying ancient
societies that range from the hunting and gathering groups of native North America, to the large
state societies of both the New and Old Worlds. Hirth demonstrates that despite differences in
transportation and communication technologies, the economic organization of ancient and modern
societies are not as different as we sometimes think.
  how was aztec society organized: Aztec Imperial Strategies Frances F. Berdan, 1996
Papers from the 1986 Summer Seminar, Empire, Province, and Village in Aztec History.
  how was aztec society organized: The Aztec Empire Jane Bingham, 2007 A description of life
in the Aztec empire written in the form of a travel guide.
  how was aztec society organized: The Co-Housing Phenomenon Emanuele Giorgi, 2020-01-28
This book presents 50 case studies of contemporary co-housing projects spread all over the world to
show how communities of shared living have become a global phenomenon that can serve as a tool
to promote social and urban sustainability. By presenting evidence that shared housing experiences
are capable of revitalizing sterile urban fabrics and promoting social sustainable practices, the
volume situates co-housing experiences as microscale responses to the macroscale challenges posed
by environmental degradation and the decline of communitarian ways of living. The volume also
reviews the most famous typologies of shared living in different parts of the world across human
history. By analyzing historical experiences in different regions of Africa, Americas, Asia, Europe and
Oceania, the author shows that living together is part of a historical culture of sharing that is being
rediscovered all over the world by people who activate public spaces, work in shared offices or live
in contractual communities. The Co-Housing Phenomenon – Environmental Alliance in Times of
Changes will be of interest to both professionals and scholars involved in urban design, urban
planning and architecture, especially those in the field of sustainable urbanism. It will also be a
valuable resource for public agents and civil society organizations dealing with housing, social,
environmental and sustainability policies.
  how was aztec society organized: The Aztecs Dirk R. Van Tuerenhout, 2005-06-21 How did a
bedraggled band of nomads manage to evolve into a Mesoamerican superpower in such a brief time?
This volume looks at the essential elements in the Aztecs' rise, fall, and enduring influence. A wealth
of new archaeological findings and interpretations has sparked a richer understanding of the Aztecs,
dispelling many myths. The Aztecs: New Perspectives looks at evidence from ancient, colonial, and
modern times to present a contemporary, well-rounded portrait of this Mesoamerican culture. Like
no other volume, it examines daily Aztec life both at, and away from, the seats of power, revealing
the Aztecs to be accomplished farmers, astronomers, mathematicians, and poets—as well as ruthless
warriors and tireless builders of empire. The Aztecs ranges from the mysterious origins of the Aztlan
tribe to the glory years of empire and ultimate defeat. But the story doesn't end there. To present
the most complete picture possible, the author goes to the most fascinating source available—the
living ancestors who keep the Aztec language and many aspects of their ancient worldview alive.
There is no better volume for exploring the realities of Aztec life as it was, and as it influences our
world today.
  how was aztec society organized: OLMEC CIVILIZATION NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-01-06
Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires



test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  how was aztec society organized: AZTEC CIVILIZATION NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-05-16
Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  how was aztec society organized: Coping with Excess Barbara Czarniawska, Orvar Löfgren,
2013-12-27 What does a stockbroker in Istanbul navigating the rush of incoming trading figures
have in common with a mother in Stockholm trying to organize a growing pile of baby clothes? They
are both coping with excess or overflow.
  how was aztec society organized: How They Lived James Ciment, 2015-12-14 Ideal for history
majors, nonhistory majors taking history courses, as well as general readers, this book provides not
only the primary documents and artifacts of ordinary people in history, but also annotations that
help the reader put them into context and grasp their deeper meaning. This two-volume work
explores daily life across human history through primary sources, making use of this primary source
material as well as detailed analysis to help readers understand and use these sources as evidence of
how life used to be. The diverse selection of sources includes artifacts, inscriptions, histories, letters,
and first-hand accounts, ranging from ancient times to the emergence of modern Europe to the
present day. This set makes use of an innovative layout: facing pages contain a primary source
selection on the left side, with the introduction and analysis on the right side. This facing-pages
layout allows readers to access the text information and the primary source itself without any
distracting page-turning. Unlike most other books on history that relay key, momentous events in
history and tales regarding kings and generals, aristocrats, and the highly educated, How They
Lived: An Annotated Tour of Daily Life through History in Primary Sources includes significant
coverage of ordinary people and interesting information about everyday life at all levels of society.
As a result, this collection helps close the gap in what students of history are typically exposed to
through its presentation of both written documents and images of artifacts.
  how was aztec society organized: Hombres Y Machos Alfredo Mirande, 2018-02-12 Although
patriarchy, machismo, and excessive masculine displays are assumed to be prevalent among Latinos
in general and Mexicans in particular, little is known about Latino men or macho masculinity.
Hombres y Machos: Masculinity and Latino Culture fills an important void by providing an
integrated view of Latino men, masculinity, and fatherhood?in the process refuting many common
myths and misconceptions.Examining how Latino men view themselves, Alfredo Mirand rgues that
prevailing conceptions of men, masculinity, and gender are inadequate because they are based not
on universal norms but on limited and culturally specific conceptions. Findings are presented from
in-depth personal interviews with Latino men (specifically, fathers with at least one child between
the ages of four and eighteen living at home) from four geographical regions and from a broad



cross-section of the Latino population: working and middle class, foreign-born and native-born.
Topics range from views on machos and machismo to beliefs regarding masculinity and fatherhood.
In addition to reporting research findings and placing them within a historical context, Mirand raws
important insights from his own life.Hombres y Machos calls for the development of Chicano/Latino
men's studies and will be a significant and provocative addition to the growing literature on gender,
masculinity, and race. It will appeal to the general reader and is bound to be an important
supplementary text for courses in ethnic studies, women's studies, men's studies, family studies,
sociology, psychology, social work, and law.
  how was aztec society organized: Ancient Society, Or Lewis Henry Morgan, 1878
  how was aztec society organized: History of International Relations Erik Ringmar,
2019-08-02 Existing textbooks on international relations treat history in a cursory fashion and
perpetuate a Euro-centric perspective. This textbook pioneers a new approach by historicizing the
material traditionally taught in International Relations courses, and by explicitly focusing on
non-European cases, debates and issues. The volume is divided into three parts. The first part
focuses on the international systems that traditionally existed in Europe, East Asia, pre-Columbian
Central and South America, Africa and Polynesia. The second part discusses the ways in which these
international systems were brought into contact with each other through the agency of Mongols in
Central Asia, Arabs in the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean, Indic and Sinic societies in South
East Asia, and the Europeans through their travels and colonial expansion. The concluding section
concerns contemporary issues: the processes of decolonization, neo-colonialism and globalization –
and their consequences on contemporary society. History of International Relations provides a
unique textbook for undergraduate and graduate students of international relations, and anybody
interested in international relations theory, history, and contemporary politics.
  how was aztec society organized: The Origin and Evolution of Cultures Los Angeles Robert
Boyd Professor of Anthropology University of California, Davis Peter J. Richerson Professor of
Environmental Science and Policy University of California, 2004-12-22 Oxford presents, in one
convenient and coherently organized volume, 20 influential but until now relatively inaccessible
articles that form the backbone of Boyd and Richerson's path-breaking work on evolution and
culture. Their interdisciplinary research is based on two notions. First, that culture is crucial for
understanding human behavior; unlike other organisms, socially transmitted beliefs, attitudes, and
values heavily influence our behavior. Secondly, culture is part of biology: the capacity to acquire
and transmit culture is a derived component of human psychology, and the contents of culture are
deeply intertwined with our biology. Culture then is a pool of information, stored in the brains of the
population that gets transmitted from one brain to another by social learning processes. Therefore,
culture can account for both our outstanding ecological success as well as the maladaptations that
characterize much of human behavior. The interest in this collection will span anthropology,
psychology, economics, philosophy, and political science.
  how was aztec society organized: The Adventure of the Human Intellect Kurt A. Raaflaub,
2016-04-27 The Adventure of the Human Intellect presents the latest scholarship on the beginnings
of intellectual history on a broad scope, encompassing ten eminent ancient or early civilizations from
both the Old and New Worlds. Borrows themes from The Intellectual Adventure of Ancient Man
(1946), updating an old topic with a new approach and up-to-date theoretical underpinning,
evidence, and scholarship Provides a broad scope of studies, including discussion of highly
developed ancient or early civilizations in China, India, West Asia, the Mediterranean, and the
Americas Examines the world view of ten ancient or early societies, reconstructed from their own
texts, concerning the place of human beings in society and state, in nature and cosmos, in space and
time, in life and death, and in relation to those in power and the world of the divine Considers a
diversity of sources representing a wide array of particular responses to differing environments,
circumstances, and intellectual challenges Reflects a more inclusive and nuanced historiographical
attitude with respect to non-elites, gender, and local variations Brings together leading specialists in
the field, and is edited by an internationally renowned scholar



  how was aztec society organized: Architectural Energetics in Archaeology Leah McCurdy,
Elliot M. Abrams, 2019-01-25 Archaeologists and the public at large have long been fascinated by
monumental architecture built by past societies. Whether considering the earthworks in the Ohio
Valley or the grandest pyramids in Egypt and Mexico, people have been curious as to how
pre-modern societies with limited technology were capable of constructing monuments of such
outstanding scale and quality. Architectural energetics is a methodology within archaeology that
generates estimates of the amount of labor and time allocated to construct these past monuments.
This methodology allows for detailed analyses of architecture and especially the analysis of the
social power underlying such projects. Architectural Energetics in Archaeology assembles an
international array of scholars who have analyzed architecture from archaeological and historic
societies using architectural energetics. It is the first such volume of its kind. In addition to applying
architectural energetics to a global range of architectural works, it outlines in detail the estimates of
costs that can be used in future architectural analyses. This volume will serve archaeology and
classics researchers, and lecturers teaching undergraduate and graduate courses related to social
power and architecture. It also will interest architects examining past construction and engineering
projects.
  how was aztec society organized: Origins, Foundations, Sustainability and Trip Lines of Good
Governance: Archaeological and Historical Considerations Gary M. Feinman, Richard Edward
Blanton, Stephen A. Kowalewski, Lane Fargher Navarro, 2022-10-05 Until recently, scholarly
consensus across the social sciences and history adhered to the view that the incorporation of
citizen voice in governance (e.g., democracy) was an entirely Western phenomenon that mostly is a
product of the emergence of rational thought and the modern world. These views are now
empirically questioned and subject to serious reconsideration. Yet, even researchers who recognize
a broader temporal span for democratic or “good” governance draw fundamental distinctions
between these political forms in the past and present. Building on the collective action theories, in
particular those focused on fiscal financing, the editors of this Research Topic outline fundamental
characteristics (internal financing, equitable taxation, checks on power, and a functioning
bureaucracy) at the core of good governance, which are neither the sole project of the contemporary
West, nor tied to any specific ideological construct or form of leadership. Even elections can no
longer be conceived as assurance of good governance. At this time of global challenges to
democracy, understanding the comparative history of good governments, their core institutions, how
they worked, their foundations, what led to their downfalls, and the factors that prompted their
sustenance or their collapses are extremely important to document. The historical trends and
coactive processes that underpinned those human cooperative arrangements, which fostered growth
and general well-being, require comparative focus if we are to draw on the wealth of human history
to help craft better governance in the future and forestall the tripwires that lead to its failures. We
welcome contributions which focus on; • Diachronic examinations of changes in the fiscal
foundations of governance and their impacts on governance. • Comparative analysis of
governmental variability and its relationship to collective action and its fiscal financing. •
Cross-temporal studies of shifts in the degree of good governance and relations to inequality,
sustainability, bureaucracy, public goods and services, and fiscal financing. • The importance of
social compacts and contracts in representative government and how these are sustained and break
down. • Alternatives and supplements to elections as means of assessing subaltern voices. • The
relationship between governance and inequality over time and across space. • Differences in modes
of political collapse and their relationship to governance, fiscal financing, and responses of
principals. • The role of public ritual in good versus autocratic governments. • Variance in
communication and computation in good versus autocratic governments. • The relationship between
comparative governance and the uses and spatial distributions of community/urban space,
residential and non-residential architecture, sprawl versus compact settlement. • The relationship
between comparative governance and neighborhood organization. • Was there one or many episodes
of enlightenment? • The relationship between governance and coactive processes including



considerations of demographic growth, patterns of migration, well-being, economic growth. • The
relationship between slave labor and governance, spot resources and governance. •
Non-hierarchical and egalitarian forms of governance in non-state societies. • Indigenous
inspirations and influences on the Constitution of the United States. • Collective action and
establishment of early cities. Our aim for this Research Topic is to compile a series of research
essays drawn from a broad cross-regional and cross-temporal sample of historical settings to explore
issues and themes relevant to the history and processes that have been at the heart of good
governance.
  how was aztec society organized: Theories of Ancient Maya Social Structure Marshall Joseph
Becker, 1984
  how was aztec society organized: Empire of the Aztecs Barbara A. Somervill, 2010 Empire of
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