how many languages are spoken 1in
alaska

How Many Languages Are Spoken in Alaska? Exploring the Linguistic Diversity
of the Last Frontier

how many languages are spoken in alaska is a fascinating question that opens
the door to understanding the rich cultural tapestry of this vast and rugged
state. Alaska, often celebrated for its breathtaking landscapes and unique
wildlife, is equally remarkable for its linguistic heritage. The state is
home to a diverse array of Indigenous languages alongside English and other
spoken tongues, reflecting centuries of history, migration, and cultural
preservation efforts.

If you’'ve ever wondered about the number of languages spoken in Alaska,
you’re about to embark on an intriguing Jjourney through the state’s
linguistic landscape. From ancient Native Alaskan languages to more recent
immigrant languages, Alaska’s speech communities provide a vibrant example of
how language and identity intertwine.

The Number of Languages Spoken in Alaska

Alaska is one of the most linguistically diverse places in the United States.
Estimates suggest that there are approximately 20 to 30 distinct languages
spoken across the state. The exact number can vary depending on the criteria
used—whether counting only Indigenous languages or including all languages
spoken by residents.

Indigenous Languages: The Heart of Alaska’s
Linguistic Heritage

The majority of the languages spoken in Alaska belong to Indigenous peoples
who have inhabited the region for thousands of years. These languages fall
into several language families:

- **Eskimo-Aleut languages:** This family includes Inuit languages such as
Inupiag and Yup’ik, as well as Aleut spoken in the Aleutian Islands.

- **Na-Dené languages:** This group encompasses languages like Gwich’in, H&n,
and Dena’ina, primarily spoken in Interior Alaska and parts of the Yukon.

- **Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian:** These languages are spoken in Southeast
Alaska along the coastal areas.

Each language carries unique cultural knowledge, traditions, and worldviews
that have been passed down through generations. Unfortunately, many of these

languages are endangered due to historical pressures such as colonization,
forced assimilation, and the dominance of English in schools and public life.

English and Other Languages in Alaska

While Indigenous languages are the foundation of Alaska's linguistic



identity, English is the primary language used for government, education, and
business. Additionally, due to immigration and economic factors, several
other languages are spoken by Alaskans today. These include:

- Russian, due to historical ties from Russian colonization and contemporary
Russian-speaking communities.

— Filipino languages, reflecting a significant Filipino immigrant population.
- Spanish and Tagalog, among other immigrant languages brought by more recent
arrivals.

This multicultural mix adds to the linguistic diversity and reflects Alaska’s
role as a unique crossroads between Asia, Russia, and North America.

Why Does Alaska Have So Many Languages?

Understanding why Alaska is home to such a variety of languages requires
looking at its geography, history, and people.

Geographic Isolation and Cultural Diversity

Alaska’s vast size and rugged terrain have historically isolated communities
from each other. This isolation allowed distinct languages and dialects to
develop and persist over millennia. Mountains, rivers, and harsh climates
meant that groups often lived independently, cultivating unique cultural
identities.

Historical Factors Influencing Language Distribution

- **Indigenous Settlement:** Indigenous peoples settled in Alaska thousands
of years ago, developing a mosaic of languages based on differing migration
patterns and social structures.

— **Russian Colonization:** From the mid-18th century to 1867, Russian
explorers and settlers influenced the region, introducing the Russian
language and culture.

— **American Acquisition and Assimilation Policies:** After the U.S.
purchased Alaska, English became dominant, and many Indigenous languages
suffered decline due to English-only education policies and cultural
suppression.

Preserving Alaska’s Endangered Languages

Many Indigenous languages in Alaska are endangered, with only a small number
of fluent speakers remaining, often elders. However, there are ongoing
efforts to revitalize and preserve these languages, recognizing their immense
cultural value.

Community and Educational Initiatives



Several Alaska Native organizations and tribal councils are actively engaged
in language preservation through:

- Language immersion programs in schools.

— Documentation projects recording vocabulary, oral histories, and
traditional stories.

- Language classes for younger generations.

— Use of technology, such as apps and online resources, to make learning
accessible.

The Role of Government and Institutions

The state government and universities also support language revitalization
efforts through funding and research. For example, the Alaska Native Language
Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks plays a crucial role in studying
and promoting Indigenous languages.

The Impact of Language Diversity on Alaskan
Society

The rich linguistic landscape of Alaska influences many aspects of life in
the state.

Cultural Identity and Community Cohesion

Language 1is a cornerstone of cultural identity for Alaska Native peoples.
Speaking and revitalizing their traditional languages strengthens community
bonds and fosters a sense of pride and continuity.

Challenges in Education and Public Services

Providing education and public services in multiple languages can be complex,
especially in remote areas. Balancing English proficiency with Indigenous
language preservation requires thoughtful policy and resources.

Tourism and Cultural Exchange

Alaska’s linguistic diversity also enhances tourism experiences, offering
visitors insight into the state’s rich cultural heritage. Storytelling,
traditional performances, and language workshops attract travelers interested
in authentic cultural encounters.

Exploring Specific Languages Spoken in Alaska

To truly appreciate how many languages are spoken in Alaska, it helps to look



at some examples of the Indigenous languages and their characteristics.

Inupiaq

Spoken primarily in Northern Alaska, Inupiaqg is part of the Eskimo-Aleut
language family. It has several dialects and remains a vital part of Inupiat
culture. Efforts are underway to teach Inupiaqg in schools and through
community programs.

Yup’ ik

Yup’ik is one of the most widely spoken Indigenous languages in Alaska, with
thousands of speakers mainly in southwestern Alaska. It boasts a rich oral
tradition and continues to be actively used in daily life.

Dena’ ina

Part of the Na-Dené family, Dena’ina is spoken around the Cook Inlet area.
Though fewer speakers remain, community-driven initiatives focus on language
teaching and cultural preservation.

Tlingit

Tlingit is a distinct language spoken in Southeast Alaska. It is known for
its complex grammar and rich storytelling tradition. Tlingit language classes
and cultural programs contribute to ongoing revitalization.

Final Thoughts on Alaska’s Linguistic Landscape

So, how many languages are spoken in Alaska? The answer is not just a number
but a reflection of the state’s extraordinary cultural depth and history.
From ancient Indigenous tongues to immigrant languages, Alaska’s linguistic
diversity i1s a testament to human resilience and adaptation.

Understanding and appreciating this diversity not only enriches our knowledge
of the state but also highlights the importance of preserving languages as
living connections to culture, identity, and heritage. Whether you’re a
language enthusiast, traveler, or simply curious, exploring Alaska’s
languages offers a unique window into the soul of the Last Frontier.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many languages are spoken in Alaska?

Over 20 languages are spoken in Alaska, including English, Native Alaskan
languages, Russian, and others.



What are the most commonly spoken languages in
Alaska?

The most commonly spoken languages in Alaska are English, Inupiag, Yupik,
Aleut, and Russian.

Are there many Native Alaskan languages still spoken
today?

Yes, several Native Alaskan languages such as Inupiaqg, Yupik, and Tlingit are
still spoken by indigenous communities.

Is English the official language of Alaska?

While English is the dominant language used in government and education,
Alaska does not have an official language at the state level.

How many indigenous language families are present in
Alaska?

There are about five indigenous language families present in Alaska,
including Eskimo-Aleut and Na-Dene language families.

Is Russian still spoken in Alaska?

Russian is spoken by a small community in Alaska, a remnant of the state's
history as a former Russian territory.

Are efforts being made to preserve Alaska's
indigenous languages?

Yes, there are active language preservation and revitalization programs aimed
at teaching and sustaining Alaska's indigenous languages.

Do schools in Alaska teach Native languages?

Some schools in Alaska incorporate Native languages into their curriculum to
help preserve and promote linguistic heritage.

Additional Resources

How Many Languages Are Spoken in Alaska? An In-Depth Exploration

how many languages are spoken in alaska is a question that opens a window
into the state’s rich cultural and linguistic heritage. Alaska, known for its
vast wilderness and diverse indigenous communities, is home to a remarkable
number of languages, many of which are indigenous and carry centuries of
history. Understanding the linguistic landscape of Alaska requires delving
into its native languages, immigrant influences, and the ongoing efforts to
preserve endangered tongues.



The Linguistic Diversity of Alaska: An Overview

Alaska’s language profile is unique compared to other U.S. states due to its
indigenous populations and relative geographical isolation. According to
several linguistic surveys and census data, over 20 different indigenous
languages are spoken within Alaska’s borders. This count does not include the
various dialects that further enrich the linguistic tapestry of the region.
When considering immigrant languages and English as a dominant tongue, the
total number of languages spoken in Alaska rises even higher.

The question, how many languages are spoken in Alaska, cannot be answered
with a single number without acknowledging the distinction between living
languages, endangered languages, and those at risk of extinction. Many
indigenous languages in Alaska are critically endangered, with only a handful
of fluent speakers remaining.

Indigenous Languages of Alaska

The indigenous languages of Alaska belong primarily to three major language
families:

e Athabaskan (Dené) Languages: These include languages such as Gwich’in,
Koyukon, and Dena’ina, spoken across the interior regions of Alaska.

e Eskimo-Aleut Languages: This family encompasses Yup’ik, Inupiaqg,
Siberian Yupik, and Aleut, mostly spoken along the coastal areas and
islands.

e Haida Language: Although Haida is more commonly associated with British
Columbia, it is also spoken by some in Southeast Alaska.

Each of these language families carries distinct phonetic, grammatical, and
cultural characteristics. For example, Yup’ik is one of the most widely
spoken indigenous languages in Alaska, with several thousand speakers,
whereas languages like Eyak have only a handful of fluent speakers or have
become dormant.

How Many Indigenous Languages Are Actively Spoken?

Estimates vary, but it is generally accepted that about 20 to 22 indigenous
languages are currently spoken in Alaska, though fluency levels differ
dramatically. The Alaska Native Language Center reports that while many of
these languages have dwindled in everyday use, revitalization efforts have
gained momentum in recent decades.

The number of speakers ranges from several thousand for languages like
Central Alaskan Yup’'ik to fewer than ten for others such as Tanacross or
Eyak. This discrepancy highlights the challenges faced in language
preservation and the importance of community involvement in teaching and
maintaining these languages.



Non-Indigenous and Immigrant Languages in
Alaska

While indigenous languages form the backbone of Alaska’s linguistic
diversity, the state’s broader language profile also includes numerous
immigrant languages. English is the dominant language, used in government,
education, and media. However, Alaska’s growing immigrant communities have
introduced other languages, further diversifying the linguistic landscape.

Common Non-Indigenous Languages

Some of the more commonly spoken immigrant languages in Alaska today include:

e Spanish: Due to migration and employment opportunities, Spanish has
become one of the more prevalent non-English languages.

e Tagalog: Reflecting the significant Filipino community in Alaska,
Tagalog is widely spoken, especially in urban centers like Anchorage.

e Hmong: The Hmong language is present due to refugee resettlement
programs.

e Russian: Historical ties and recent immigration have kept Russian
relevant, particularly in certain communities.

These languages contribute to the multicultural identity of Alaska and
represent the state’s evolving demographic composition.

Language Preservation and Revitalization
Efforts

Given the endangered status of many indigenous languages, Alaska has become a
focal point for linguistic preservation initiatives. Educational programs,
community workshops, and digital resources aim to breathe new life into
languages at risk of disappearing.

Key Programs and Initiatives

e Alaska Native Language Center: Based at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, this center conducts research, documentation, and educational
outreach for native languages.

e Immersion Schools: Some communities have established immersion schools
where children learn entirely in their native language, reinforcing

fluency from a young age.

e Technology and Media: Mobile apps, online dictionaries, and radio



programs in indigenous languages are tools being developed to engage
younger generations.

These efforts not only aim to increase the number of speakers but also to
preserve the cultural heritage embedded within the languages.

Challenges in Language Retention

Despite these initiatives, significant challenges persist. The small number
of fluent speakers, especially elders who are the primary custodians of many
languages, poses a risk to language transmission. Additionally, the dominance
of English in education and media often overshadows native tongues, leading
to language shift and loss.

Funding constraints and geographic isolation of many indigenous communities
further complicate preservation efforts. Nonetheless, the commitment of
native speakers and linguistic scholars continues to be a driving force
behind revitalization.

Comparative Perspective: Alaska’s Linguistic
Landscape in Context

When compared to other U.S. states, Alaska stands out for the sheer number of
indigenous languages spoken within its territory. States like California and
New Mexico also have diverse indigenous languages, but Alaska’s remote
environment and historical isolation have allowed these languages to persist
longer than in many other regions.

Globally, Alaska’s linguistic diversity is comparable to that of countries
with significant indigenous populations, such as Canada or Australia.
However, the rate of language endangerment in Alaska is particularly acute,
reflecting broader global trends of language loss among indigenous
communities.

Why Does Linguistic Diversity Matter?

The question of how many languages are spoken in Alaska is not merely
academic; it speaks to issues of cultural identity, historical continuity,
and human rights. Languages serve as repositories of knowledge about the
environment, social relationships, and traditional practices. Losing a
language means losing a unigque worldview.

Moreover, linguistic diversity fosters cognitive and social benefits,
promoting cross-cultural understanding and resilience in communities.

The Future of Languages in Alaska

Looking ahead, the number of languages spoken in Alaska will likely evolve as



revitalization efforts continue and demographic shifts influence language
use. Technology will play an increasing role in language learning and
documentation, offering new opportunities to connect speakers across
distances.

At the same time, the pressures of modernization and assimilation pose
ongoing threats. Balancing these forces will be key to sustaining Alaska’s
remarkable linguistic heritage.

Alaska’s linguistic mosaic is a testament to its complex history and cultural
richness. By exploring how many languages are spoken in Alaska, we gain
deeper insight into the state’s identity and the urgent need to support its
linguistic diversity for generations to come.

How Many Languages Are Spoken In Alaska

how many languages are spoken in alaska: A Guide to the World's Major Languages
Gauraang Asan, 2025-01-03 A Guide to the World's Major Languages offers an in-depth exploration
of the most spoken and influential languages globally. We present comprehensive historical,
sociological, and linguistic information, along with extensive descriptions of phonological and
graphic systems, morphology, word formation, syntactic patterns, and lexical features. Each chapter
includes updated bibliographies and census data, detailing the languages' number of speakers,
official status, and cultural and historical significance. We provide detailed overviews of inflectional
languages, highlighting main variants and conjugation classes. Our book emphasizes the
grammatical and sociolinguistic features of major languages, making it a reliable resource for both
students and enthusiasts. It is designed to be accessible to anyone interested in language studies,
offering a thorough understanding of the subject.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: The Languages and Linguistics of
Indigenous North America Carmen Dagostino, Marianne Mithun, Keren Rice, 2023-12-18 This
handbook provides broad coverage of the languages indigenous to North America, with special focus
on typologically interesting features and areal characteristics, surveys of current work, and topics of
particular importance to communities. The volume is divided into two major parts: subfields of
linguistics and family sketches. The subfields include those that are customarily addressed in
discussions of North American languages (sounds and sound structure, words, sentences), as well as
many that have received somewhat less attention until recently (tone, prosody, sociolinguistic
variation, directives, information structure, discourse, meaning, language over space and time,
conversation structure, evidentiality, pragmatics, verbal art, first and second language acquisition,
archives, evolving notions of fieldwork). Family sketches cover major language families and isolates
and highlight topics of special value to communities engaged in work on language maintenance,
documentation, and revitalization.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: An Introduction to the Languages of the World
Anatole Lyovin, Brett Kessler, William Ronald Leben, 2017 The only textbook of its kind, An
Introduction to the Languages of the World is designed to introduce beginning linguistics students,
who now typically start their study with little background in languages, to the variety of the
languages of the world.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Maximum SAT Peter Edwards, 2005-02 A NEW
VERSION OF MAXIMUM SAT IS AVAILABLE! This is the old version. Please search for the new
version or go to http: //www.lulu.com/MaximumSAT

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig,
2012-02-09 What do all human languages have in common and in what ways are they different? How



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/how-many-languages-are-spoken-in-alaska.pdf

can language be used to trace different peoples and their past? Are certain languages similar
because of common descent or language contact? Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this
textbook introduces readers to the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the
variety and typology of languages around the world. Linguistic terms and concepts are explained, in
the text and in the glossary, and illustrated with simple, accessible examples. Eighteen language
maps and numerous language family charts enable students to place a language geographically or
genealogically. A supporting website includes additional language maps and sound recordings that
can be used to illustrate the peculiarities of the sound systems of various languages. 'Test yourself'
questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze data from unfamiliar
languages.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: In the borderland between song and speech
Hékan Lundstrom, Jan-Olof Svantesson, 2022-06-28 This is a study of vocal expressions in the
borderland between speech and song, based on performances from cultural contexts where oral
transmission dominates. Approaches drawn from perspectives belonging to both ethnomusicology
and linguistics are integrated in the analysis. As the idea of the performance template is employed
as an analytical tool, the focus is on those techniques that make performance possible. The result is
an increased understanding of what performers actually do when they employ variation or
improvisation, and sometimes composition as well. The transmission of these culture-specific
techniques is essential for the continuation of this form of human communication and interaction
with the spirit world. By comparative study of other research, the result of the analysis is viewed in
relation to ongoing processes in society.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Native Languages of the Americas Thomas
Sebeok, 2013-11-11 Thirteen of the chapters that comprise the contents of this first volume of Native
Languages of the A mericas were originally commissioned by the undersigned in his capacity as
Editor of the fourteen volume series (1963-1976), Current Trends in Linguistics. All appeared, in
1973, under Part Three of the quadripartite Vol. 10, subtitled Linguistics in North America. Two
additional chaplers are being held over for the volume to follow shortly, devoted to Central and
South American lan guages and linguistics, where they more appropriately belong. A fourteenth
chapter, on the Historiography of native North A merican linguistics, was written similarly by
invitation, for Vol. 13, subtitled Historiography of Linguistics, published in 1975. Both Volumes 10
and 13 were jointly financed by the United States National Science Foundation and National
Endowment for the Humanities, with an enhancing contribution to the former by the Canada
Council. The generosity of these funding agencies was, of course, previously acknowledged in my
respective Editor's Introductions to the two books mentioned, but cannot be repeated too often:
without their welcome and timely assistance, the global project could scarcely have been realized on
so comprehensive a scale. The Current Trends in Linguistics series was a long-term venture of
Mouton Publishers, of The Hague, under the imaginative in-house direction of Peter de Rid der.
Various spin-offs were foreseen, and some of them happily realized.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: The Gift of the Middle Tanana Gerad M.
Smith, 2022-02-11 The Middle Tanana Valley in Alaska remains one of the most important regions of
the continent for archaeological research. In The Gift of the Middle Tanana: Dene Pre-Colonial
History in the Alaskan Interior, Gerad Smith explores the history, ethnography, and archaeological
record of the Native people in this region during the late Holocene. Smith creates an interpretive
framework informed by Alaskan Native traditions, focusing on traditional place names and the
deep-play rituals of reciprocity. Smith sets forth the case that the local themes and oral traditions of
the potlatch are better understood not as singular ceremonial events but as a mechanism of regional
social cohesion that dictated everyday life. The Gift of the Middle Tanana illustrates how the role of
reciprocal deep-play shaped a traditional society that has lasted over a thousand years.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher,
Christopher Moseley, 2018-04-19 Before the first appearance of the Atlas of the World's Languages
in 1993, all the world's languages had never been accurately and completely mapped. The Atlas



depicts the location of every known living language, including languages on the point of extinction.
This fully revised edition of the Atlas offers: up-to-date research, some from fieldwork in early 2006 a
general linguistic history of each section an overview of the genetic relations of the languages in
each section statistical and sociolinguistic information a large number of new or completely updated
maps further reading and a bibliography for each section a cross-referenced language index of over
6,000 languages. Presenting contributions from international scholars, covering over 6,000
languages and containing over 150 full-colour maps, the Atlas of the World's Languages is the
definitive reference resource for every linguistic and reference library.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: A Dictionary of Language David Crystal, 2001-06
No ordinary dictionary, David Crystal's Dictionary of Language includes not only descriptions of
hundreds of languages literally from A to Z (Abkhaz to Zyryan) and definitions of literary and
grammatical concepts, but also explanations of terms used in linguistics, language teaching, and
speech pathology. If you are wondering how many people speak Macedonian, Malay, or Makua, or if
you're curious about various theories of the origins of language, or if you were always unsure of the
difference between structuralism, semiotics, and sociolinguistics, this superbly authoritative
dictionary will answer all of your questions and hundred of others.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Traditional Musics in the Modern World:
Transmission, Evolution, and Challenges Bo-Wah Leung, 2018-07-25 This book reviews the
current practices of traditional musics in various cultures of all continents, and examines the impact
and significance of traditional musics in the modern world. A diverse group of experts of musicology
and music education collaborate to expose the current practices and challenges of transmission and
evolution of traditional musics in order to seek sustainable development, so that traditional musics
can take the place they deserve in the modern world and continue to contribute to human
civilization. This volume contains three main sections that include transmission of traditional musics,
authenticity and evolution, as well as challenges in future. Based on the chapters, the editor
proposes four major trends of transmission of traditional musics, namely, formalization,
politicization, Westernization and modernization in transforming contexts.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Native Nations Nancy Bonvillain, 2016-11-15
Combining historical background with discussion of contemporary Native nations and their living
cultures, this comprehensive text introduces students to some of the many indigenous peoples in
North America. The book is organized into parts corresponding to regional divisions within which
similar, though not identical, cultural practices developed. Each part opens with an overview of the
topography, climate, and natural resources in the area, and describes the range of cultural practices
and beliefs grounded in the area. Subsequent chapters are devoted to specific tribal groups, their
history, and the conditions of contemporary Native communities. Nancy Bonvillain provides context
for the regional and tribe-specific chapters through a brief overview of Native American history
beginning around 1500 and covering the early period of European exploration and colonization. She
details both U.S. and Canadian policies affecting the lives, cultures, and survival of more than five
hundred Native nations on this continent. Finally, she offers up-to-date demographics and addresses
significant social, economic, and political issues concerning Native communities. The second edition
features new material throughout, including a new two-chapter section on the Native nations of the
Plateau, expanded introductory material addressing topics such as climate change and recent
Supreme Court decisions, up-to-date demographic and economic data, and more.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Language Planning and Policy in Native
America T. L. McCarty, 2013 Comprehensive in scope yet full of ethnographic detail, this book
examines the history of language policy by and for Native Americans, and contemporary language
revitalization initiatives. Offering a critical-theory view and emphasizing the perspectives of
revitalizers themselves, the book explores innovative language regenesis projects, the role of
Indigenous youth in language reclamation, and prospects for Native American language and culture
continuance.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Linguistic Anthropology Anita Sujoldzic,



2009-11-30 Linguistic Anthropology theme is a component of Encyclopedia of Social Sciences and
Humanities in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated
compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. Linguistic anthropology is an interdisciplinary field
dedicated to the study of language from an anthropological perspective. This means that, over the
years, linguistic anthropologists have regarded language as a sophisticated sign system that
contributes to the constitution of society and the reproduction of specific cultural practices. In
addition to being a powerful tool for exchanging information, language has been shown to play a
crucial role in the classification of experience, the identification of people, things, ideas, and
emotions, the recounting of the past and the imagining of the future that is so critical for joint
activities and problem solving. The Theme on Linguistic Anthropology discusses essential aspects
such as History of Linguistic Anthropology; Language Socialization; Languages in Contact;
Comparative and Historical Linguistics; Language and Culture; Social Use of Language
(Sociolinguistics); Language and Gender; Multilingualism and Language Planning; Language and
Education; Non-Human Primates and Communication; Ape Language Studies; Language, Cognition
and Thought; Language Shift and Maintenance; Gesture as Cultural and Linguistic Practice;
Linguistic Relativity and Spatial Language; Documenting Endangered Languages and Maintaining
Language Diversity. This volume is aimed at the following five major target audiences: University
and College Students Educators, Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts,
Managers, and Decision Makers, NGOs and GOs.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: The Handbook of Linguistics Mark Aronoff, Janie
Rees-Miller, 2017-03-08 The first edition of this Handbook is built on surveys by well-known figures
from around the world and around the intellectual world, reflecting several different theoretical
predilections, balancing coverage of enduring questions and important recent work. Those strengths
are now enhanced by adding new chapters and thoroughly revising almost all other chapters, partly
to reflect ways in which the field has changed in the intervening twenty years, in some places
radically. The result is a magnificent volume that can be used for many purposes. David W.
Lightfoot, Georgetown University The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition is a stupendous
achievement. Aronoff and Rees-Miller have provided overviews of 29 subfields of linguistics, each
written by one of the leading researchers in that subfield and each impressively crafted in both style
and content. I know of no finer resource for anyone who would wish to be better informed on recent
developments in linguistics. Frederick J. Newmeyer, University of Washington, University of British
Columbia and Simon Fraser University Linguists, their students, colleagues, family, and friends:
anyone interested in the latest findings from a wide array of linguistic subfields will welcome this
second updated and expanded edition of The Handbook of Linguistics. Leading scholars provide
highly accessible yet substantive introductions to their fields: it's an even more valuable resource
than its predecessor. Sally McConnell-Ginet, Cornell University No handbook or text offers a more
comprehensive, contemporary overview of the field of linguistics in the twenty-first century. New
and thoroughly updated chapters by prominent scholars on each topic and subfield make this a
unique, landmark publication.Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University This second edition of
The Handbook of Linguistics provides an updated and timely overview of the field of linguistics. The
editor's broad definition of the field ensures that the book may be read by those seeking a
comprehensive introduction to the subject, but with little or no prior knowledge of the area. Building
on the popular first edition, The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition features new and revised
content reflecting advances within the discipline. New chapters expand the already broad coverage
of the Handbook to address and take account of key changes within the field in the intervening
years. It explores: psycholinguistics, linguistic anthropology and ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistic
theory, language variation and second language pedagogy. With contributions from a global team of
leading linguists, this comprehensive and accessible volume is the ideal resource for those engaged
in study and work within the dynamic field of linguistics.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Music and Modernity Among First Peoples of
North America Victoria Levine Lindsay Levine, Dylan Robinson, 2021-02-01 In this wide-ranging



anthology, scholars offer diverse perspectives on ethnomusicology in dialogue with critical
Indigenous studies. This volume is a collaboration between Indigenous and settler scholars from
both Canada and the United States. The contributors explore the intersections between music,
modernity, and Indigeneity in essays addressing topics that range from hip-hop to powwow, and
television soundtracks of Native Classical and experimental music. Working from the shared premise
that multiple modernities exist for Indigenous peoples, the authors seek to understand contemporary
musical expression from Native perspectives and to decolonize the study of Native American/First
Nations music. The essays coalesce around four main themes: innovative technology, identity
formation and self-representation, political activism, and translocal musical exchange. Related topics
include cosmopolitanism, hybridity, alliance studies, code-switching, and ontologies of sound.
Featuring the work of both established and emerging scholars, the collection demonstrates the
centrality of music in communicating the complex, diverse lived experience of Indigenous North
Americans in the twenty-first century.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1999

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Vital Signs 2001-2002 Worldwatch Institute,
2014-04-08 This annual volume from the Worldwatch Institute gives prominence to key trends that
too often escape the attention of the news media, world leaders and economic experts. By distilling
45 vital signs of our times from thousands of government, industrial and scientific sources, the
volume allows readers to track key indicators that show social, economic and environmental
progress, or the lack or it. Each trend is presented in both text and graphics.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Language Change Joan Bybee, 2015-05-28 This
new introduction explores all aspects of language change, with an emphasis on the role of cognition
and language use.

how many languages are spoken in alaska: Resources in Education , 1996
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