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Calvin Coolidge Economic Policies: A Deep Dive into the Roaring Twenties’ Fiscal Approach

calvin coolidge economic policies have long been a subject of interest for historians,
economists, and political enthusiasts alike. Serving as the 30th President of the United
States from 1923 to 1929, Coolidge’s tenure coincided with a period often dubbed the
“Roaring Twenties” — a time of economic prosperity, innovation, and significant social
change. But what exactly shaped this era’s economic landscape? The answer lies deeply
embedded in Coolidge’s philosophy and implementation of economic policies, which
championed limited government intervention, fiscal conservatism, and an emphasis on
business growth.

Understanding the intricacies of Calvin Coolidge’s approach offers valuable insights not only
into the 1920s economy but also into broader debates about the role of government in
economic affairs. Let’s explore the core components, impacts, and legacy of Calvin
Coolidge economic policies.

The Foundations of Calvin Coolidge Economic
Policies

Calvin Coolidge, often remembered for his quiet demeanor and succinct communication
style, was a staunch believer in the principle that “the business of America is business.”
This mantra encapsulated his economic viewpoint: the government’s role should be to
create an environment conducive to business success rather than to interfere extensively.

Limited Government Intervention

A hallmark of Coolidge’s economic strategy was his commitment to a minimalist
government. Unlike the progressive reforms and regulatory expansions that characterized
earlier decades, Coolidge sought to reduce federal government involvement in the
economy, aiming to let market forces operate freely.

This approach translated to cutting federal expenditures and reducing the national debt. He
famously vetoed numerous bills that he deemed as unnecessary government spending. For
example, Coolidge reduced the federal budget from roughly $5 billion in 1923 to about $3
billion by 1929, underscoring his fiscal conservatism.

Tax Cuts and Revenue Acts

One of the most significant aspects of Calvin Coolidge’s economic policies was his support
for tax reductions. Building on the Revenue Acts of 1924 and 1926, Coolidge endorsed cuts
in both income and estate taxes, with the belief that lowering taxes would stimulate



investment, encourage entrepreneurship, and lead to overall economic growth.

The top marginal income tax rate, which had been as high as 73% during World War I, was
dramatically reduced during his administration, eventually dropping to about 25%. This
shift aimed to incentivize wealth creation and capital accumulation, which were seen as
engines of prosperity.

Pro-Business Attitude

Coolidge’s administration was closely allied with business interests. His policies favored
corporations and entrepreneurs, which in turn fueled a surge in industrial production and
consumer goods availability. This pro-business stance also meant minimal regulation on
industries, from manufacturing to finance, allowing businesses to innovate and expand
rapidly.

Impact on the U.S. Economy During the 1920s

The economic environment during Coolidge’s presidency is often portrayed as one of
booming prosperity, partly due to his economic policies. However, the full picture is more
nuanced.

Economic Growth and Stock Market Boom

During the 1920s, the U.S. experienced robust GDP growth, increasing consumer spending,
and a vibrant stock market. Coolidge’s policies of tax cuts and reduced government
spending helped maintain economic stability and confidence among investors and
consumers alike.

The stock market, fueled by optimism and speculative investments, surged dramatically.
Many Americans invested in stocks, believing that the upward trend would continue
indefinitely. This environment was partly fostered by the laissez-faire attitude of the
government under Coolidge, which refrained from imposing stringent financial regulations.

Income Inequality and Uneven Prosperity

While the era saw widespread prosperity, it was not uniformly shared. Critics of Calvin
Coolidge economic policies point out that the benefits were disproportionately enjoyed by
the wealthy and business elites. Income inequality widened, and many rural and working-
class Americans did not experience the same financial gains as urban professionals and
industrialists.

This disparity laid some of the groundwork for vulnerabilities in the economy, as consumer
debt increased and certain sectors lagged behind the general boom.



Fiscal Responsibility and National Debt

One of Coolidge’s proudest achievements was reducing the national debt. By maintaining a
balanced budget and cutting unnecessary government expenditures, Coolidge’s
administration managed to lower the debt from over $22 billion in 1923 to about $16 billion
by 1929.

This fiscal discipline was notable, especially when contrasted with later periods of deficit
spending. Coolidge’s policies demonstrated that it was possible to achieve economic
growth without running high deficits, a principle still debated in contemporary fiscal policy
discussions.

Key Elements Influencing Modern Economic
Thought

Calvin Coolidge economic policies continue to resonate in discussions about fiscal
conservatism, tax policy, and government intervention.

Lessons in Tax Policy

Coolidge’s emphasis on tax reduction as a stimulant for economic growth laid the
foundation for later supply-side economic theories. The idea that lower taxes encourage
investment and economic expansion remains influential in policy debates today.

At the same time, the 1920s experience also serves as a cautionary tale about the
consequences of deregulation and income inequality, showing the need for a balanced
approach.

The Role of Government in Economic Cycles

Coolidge’s administration largely refrained from intervening in the business cycle, believing
that markets would self-correct. While this hands-off approach helped foster short-term
growth, it also arguably contributed to the severity of the Great Depression that followed,
as regulatory oversight was minimal.

This raises important questions about the balance between free-market policies and
necessary government safeguards to prevent economic crises.

Balancing Fiscal Conservatism and Social Equity

The successes and shortcomings of Coolidge’s economic policies underscore the challenge
of balancing fiscal discipline with social equity. While his policies promoted growth and



reduced debt, they did not adequately address disparities in wealth and income, issues that
remain relevant in economic policy today.

Understanding Calvin Coolidge Economic Policies
in Context

It’s important to frame Calvin Coolidge economic policies within the broader historical
context. The 1920s were a unique period shaped by post-World War I recovery,
technological innovation, and cultural shifts. Coolidge’s policies aligned with the prevailing
public sentiment favoring business optimism and limited government.

However, the subsequent economic downturn and the onset of the Great Depression
highlighted the limitations of a purely laissez-faire approach. This has influenced how
economists and policymakers view the balance between regulation, taxation, and
government spending in maintaining a stable economy.

Exploring Calvin Coolidge economic policies offers a fascinating glimpse into a pivotal era in
American economic history. It sheds light on the enduring debates over the role of
government, the impact of tax policy, and the pursuit of prosperity in a complex, evolving
economic landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main features of Calvin Coolidge's
economic policies?
Calvin Coolidge's economic policies focused on limited government intervention, reduced
taxes, fiscal conservatism, and promoting business growth through deregulation and a
balanced budget.

How did Calvin Coolidge's tax policies impact the U.S.
economy?
Coolidge implemented significant tax cuts, particularly reducing income tax rates, which
stimulated investment and economic growth during the 1920s, contributing to the 'Roaring
Twenties' economic boom.

Did Calvin Coolidge support government spending
during his presidency?
No, Coolidge advocated for reduced government spending and worked to lower the national
debt, emphasizing a balanced budget and fiscal responsibility.



How did Calvin Coolidge's economic policies affect
business regulation?
Coolidge favored deregulation and minimal government interference in business, believing
that a free-market economy would lead to prosperity and innovation.

What role did Calvin Coolidge's policies play in the
stock market boom of the 1920s?
Coolidge's low taxes and pro-business stance helped create a favorable environment for
investment, contributing to the rapid expansion of the stock market during the 1920s.

Were there any criticisms of Calvin Coolidge's economic
policies?
Yes, some critics argue that Coolidge's policies favored the wealthy, neglected income
inequality, and contributed to economic imbalances that led to the Great Depression.

How did Calvin Coolidge's approach to the Federal
Reserve influence the economy?
Coolidge generally supported the Federal Reserve's independence but favored policies that
maintained low inflation and stable currency to encourage economic growth.

What is the legacy of Calvin Coolidge's economic
policies in modern economic thought?
Coolidge's emphasis on limited government, fiscal conservatism, and tax cuts influences
modern conservative economic policies and debates about the role of government in the
economy.

Additional Resources
Calvin Coolidge Economic Policies: An Analytical Review of the Roaring Twenties’ Fiscal
Approach

calvin coolidge economic policies remain a subject of considerable interest for
historians, economists, and policymakers examining the interplay between government
intervention and market dynamics during the 1920s. Serving as the 30th President of the
United States from 1923 to 1929, Coolidge’s approach to economic governance was
characterized by a staunch belief in limited government, fiscal conservatism, and tax
reduction. His administration coincided with a period of robust economic growth often
referred to as the “Roaring Twenties,” making his policies a focal point for debates
surrounding laissez-faire economics and their long-term implications.



Context and Foundations of Coolidge’s Economic
Philosophy

Calvin Coolidge’s economic ideology was deeply rooted in classical liberalism and a
conviction that free markets, minimal regulation, and restrained government spending were
essential for prosperity. Emerging from the post-World War I recession, the United States
faced challenges including inflation, labor unrest, and fluctuating industrial output. Coolidge
inherited an economy in recovery, and his policies sought to solidify growth through fiscal
discipline and an emphasis on private enterprise.

At the heart of Coolidge’s economic framework was the belief that “the chief business of
the American people is business.” This mantra encapsulated his preference for letting
businesses operate with minimal interference, thus creating an environment conducive to
innovation, investment, and job creation.

Key Components of Calvin Coolidge Economic
Policies

Tax Reduction and Fiscal Conservatism

One of the defining features of Coolidge’s tenure was aggressive tax reduction. Under the
guidance of Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon, the administration enacted significant cuts
in income taxes, particularly targeting higher tax brackets. The Revenue Acts of 1924 and
1926 lowered the top marginal tax rate from 58% to 25%, a substantial reduction aimed at
stimulating investment and economic activity.

Coolidge’s commitment to fiscal conservatism extended beyond tax policy. He prioritized
reducing the federal debt, which had ballooned due to World War I expenditures. Through
prudent budgeting and restrained government spending, the national debt decreased from
approximately $22 billion in 1923 to $16 billion by 1929. This fiscal discipline was intended
to strengthen investor confidence and maintain monetary stability.

Deregulation and Business-Friendly Environment

Coolidge’s economic policies favored deregulation as a means to foster business growth.
His administration rolled back many wartime regulations, allowing industries greater
freedom to set prices and wages. Regulatory agencies were kept in check, and there was
minimal federal intervention in labor disputes or market operations.

This approach incentivized entrepreneurship and capital formation. The stock market
experienced unprecedented expansion, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average rising from
about 100 points in 1923 to over 380 by 1929. Corporate profits soared, and technological
advancements flourished in sectors like automobiles, radio, and manufacturing.



Trade Policy: Protective Tariffs and International
Relations

While Coolidge’s domestic policies leaned toward free enterprise, his stance on
international trade was more protectionist. The Fordney-McCumber Tariff of 1922,
implemented prior to his presidency but supported during his administration, raised tariffs
on imported goods to protect American industries. This protectionist trade environment
sought to safeguard domestic jobs but also contributed to tensions with trading partners
and complicated global economic dynamics.

Impact and Critique of Coolidge’s Economic
Policies

Economic Growth and Prosperity

On the surface, Coolidge’s policies appeared effective in promoting growth. The 1920s
witnessed rapid GDP growth, low unemployment rates (averaging around 3%), and a surge
in consumer spending. The reduction in taxes and government debt, combined with
deregulation, created a favorable climate for business expansion and innovation.

Limitations and Long-Term Consequences

However, a more nuanced analysis reveals potential shortcomings. Critics argue that the
emphasis on minimal government oversight contributed to speculative excesses in the
stock market, culminating in the 1929 crash. The deregulation of financial markets and lax
enforcement of banking standards allowed risky behaviors that went unchecked.

Moreover, the benefits of economic growth were unevenly distributed. While urban and
industrial sectors thrived, agricultural communities and marginalized populations often
faced stagnant incomes and poverty. The reliance on protectionist tariffs also strained
international trade relations, exacerbating economic imbalances worldwide.

Comparison with Subsequent Economic Approaches

Contrasting Calvin Coolidge economic policies with those of the New Deal era reveals
fundamental differences. Whereas Coolidge championed minimal government intervention,
the subsequent administration under Franklin D. Roosevelt embraced active fiscal stimulus,
social welfare programs, and regulatory reforms to address the Great Depression’s
challenges. This comparison underscores the evolving perspectives on the government’s
role in managing economic cycles.



Essential Features and Legacy of Coolidge’s
Fiscal Strategy

Tax Policy: Significant cuts in income taxes, especially for the wealthy, aimed at
encouraging investment.

Government Spending: Reduced federal expenditures and national debt to
maintain fiscal discipline.

Deregulation: Limited interference in business operations and financial markets.

Trade Policy: Maintenance of high tariffs to protect domestic industries despite
global economic tensions.

Monetary Policy: Support for the gold standard and stable currency to foster
economic confidence.

These elements combined to form a coherent economic strategy aligned with Coolidge’s
conservative values and the political climate of the 1920s.

Evaluating the Economic Philosophy in Modern Context

The debate over Calvin Coolidge economic policies continues to influence contemporary
discussions about taxation, government spending, and regulation. Advocates praise the
emphasis on fiscal responsibility and market freedom as drivers of innovation and wealth
creation. Detractors caution that unchecked capitalism without adequate safeguards can
lead to inequality and financial instability.

In today’s complex global economy, the balance between government intervention and free
enterprise remains a dynamic and contested issue. Coolidge’s approach offers valuable
lessons on the potential benefits and risks of limited government involvement in economic
affairs.

As historical analysis deepens, the legacy of Calvin Coolidge’s economic policies provides a
rich case study in how ideology, policy decisions, and economic outcomes intersect in
shaping a nation’s trajectory.

Calvin Coolidge Economic Policies

  calvin coolidge economic policies: A Presidency Unforeseen: Uncovering the Enigma of
Calvin Coolidge Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-08 Calvin Coolidge, the thirtieth president of the
United States, was a man of contradictions. A taciturn New Englander who became president by

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/calvin-coolidge-economic-policies.pdf


chance, he presided over one of the most prosperous periods in American history. A conservative
who championed business and limited government, he also signed into law progressive legislation. A
man of few words who was often seen as aloof and unapproachable, he was also a devoted husband
and father who enjoyed spending time outdoors and playing baseball. Coo suspensión's presidency
was marked by both triumph and tragedy. He helped to restore public confidence in government
after the scandals of the Harding administration, and he oversaw a period of economic prosperity
known as the Roaring Twenties. However, he also faced challenges such as the Great Depression,
which began towards the end of his presidency. This book tells the story of Coolidge's life and
presidency, from his humble beginnings in Vermont to his years in the White House. It is a story of
resilience, determination, and ultimately, success. Coolidge never gave up, despite the obstacles he
faced. He was a man of integrity and principle who always put the interests of the country first.
Coolidgea's story is a reminder that even in the most difficult of times, strong leadership can make a
difference. His presidency is a testament to the power of character and integrity in public service.
This book is a must-read for anyone interested in American history, biography, or leadership. It is a
fascinating and inspiring story of a man who left a lasting legacy on the United States. If you like
this book, write a review!
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Guide to U.S. Economic Policy Robert E. Wright, Thomas
W. Zeiler, 2014-06-30 Guide to U.S. Economic Policy shows students and researchers how issues and
actions are translated into public policies for resolving economic problems (like the Great Recession)
or managing economic conflict (like the left-right ideological split over the role of government
regulation in markets). Taking an interdisciplinary approach, the guide highlights decision-making
cycles requiring the cooperation of government, business, and an informed citizenry to achieve a
comprehensive approach to a successful, growth-oriented economic policy. Through 30 topical,
operational, and relational essays, the book addresses the development of U.S. economic policies
from the colonial period to today; the federal agencies and public and private organizations that
influence and administer economic policies; the challenges of balancing economic development with
environmental and social goals; and the role of the U.S. in international organizations such as the
IMF and WTO. Key Features: 30 essays by experts in the field investigate the fundamental economic,
political, social, and process initiatives that drive policy decisions affecting the nation’s economic
stability and success. Essential themes traced throughout the chapters include scarcity, wealth
creation, theories of economic growth and macroeconomic management, controlling inflation and
unemployment, poverty, the role of government agencies and regulations to police markets,
Congress vs. the president, investment policies, economic indicators, the balance of trade, and the
immediate and long-term costs associated with economic policy alternatives. A glossary of key
economic terms and events, a summary of bureaus and agencies charged with economic policy
decisions, a master bibliography, and a thorough index appear at the back of the book. This
must-have reference for students and researchers is suitable for academic, public, high school,
government, and professional libraries.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The Political Thought of Calvin Coolidge Thomas J.
Tacoma, 2020-09-02 Calvin Coolidge lived during a time of constitutional transformation – the
Progressive Era and World War I – before serving as President of the United States from 1923-1929.
Thomas J. Tacoma argues that Coolidge contended with this changing regime and world through as
a Burkean conservative and an Americanist politician. In The Political Thought of Calvin Coolidge:
Burkean Americanist, Tacoma contextualizes Coolidge’s thought in the Progressive milieu of the age
and Coolidge’s own educational background in New England and then presents the core of
Coolidge’s political thought: civilization. Tacoma maintains that Coolidge believed in civilization and
that the traditional American political and economic order represented the highest achievements in
western civilization. Coolidge’s speeches ranged across American history to defend the virtues of the
American regime, and in his political career, he undertook to defend the constitutional regime he
had inherited. Coolidge, famous for his emphasis on thrift, likewise situated his views on economy
within his larger vision of civilization, and he mixed realism and idealism in his developed views on



international relations. Through extensive research, Tacoma examines the way Coolidge responded
to the challenge of upholding American civilization in the face of a changing world.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: A Companion to Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge,
and Herbert Hoover Katherine A.S. Sibley, 2014-07-22 With the analysis of the best scholars on
this era, 29 essays demonstrate how academics then and now have addressed the political,
economic, diplomatic, cultural, ethnic, and social history of the presidents of the Republican Era of
1921-1933 - Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover. This is the first historiographical treatment of a
long-neglected period, ranging from early treatments to the most recent scholarship Features review
essays on the era, including the legacy of progressivism in an age of “normalcy”, the history of
American foreign relations after World War I, and race relations in the 1920s, as well as coverage of
the three presidential elections and a thorough treatment of the causes and consequences of the
Great Depression An introduction by the editor provides an overview of the issues, background and
historical problems of the time, and the personalities at play
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The Politics of American Economic Policy Making
Paul Peretz, 2016-09-16 A reader on American government and the economy. It contains
wide-ranging articles by people such as Richard Musgrave, Milton Friedman, James Buchanan, and
Alan Greenspan.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Calvin Coolidge David Greenberg, 2007 A portrait of
America's thirtieth president looks at the conservative policies that marked his leadership, including
cutting taxes, balancing the federal budget, and promoting corporate productivity, as well as his
innovative use of public relations.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: U.S. Foreign Policy Donald M. Snow, Patrick J. Haney,
2017-08-02 U.S. Foreign Policy: Back to the Water’s Edge is based on the old idea that despite
domestic differences and party politics, Americans should unite “at the water’s edge” and present a
cohesive front to a hostile world. The fifth edition explores this theme through coverage of the
Trump administration, its early policies, and how Trump’s initiatives fit into the broader historical
patterns of foreign policy in the United States. More compact than most of its competitors, the fifth
edition packs necessary information and concepts into a lean but readable format. It contains rich
historical content, providing the reader with snapshots of some of the truly classic highlights—and
lowlights—of America’s record in foreign affairs. Written with the student reader in mind, each
chapter offers several pedagogical aids designed to reinforce and extend comprehension of the
material. This text is also accompanied by a companion reader. Regional Cases in Foreign Policy,
Second Edition, was written by Don Snow with the specific intention of providing material and
perspectives not contained in the text. The reader contains fourteen mini-cases that can accompany
classroom discussions or lectures on subjects as diverse as relations with Russia, Israel, or the
Islamic State; specific questions like the border fence with Mexico; U.S.-Cuban relations; or the
British withdrawal from the European Union (Brexit). Case examples are drawn from all parts of the
world.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The Presidency of Calvin Coolidge Robert H. Ferrell,
1998 The first book-length assessment of Coolidge's presidency in thirty years draws on the recently
opened papers of his White House physician for hitherto unknown personal information. Ferrell
(history, Indiana U.) exonerates Coolidge for the failures of his party's foreign policy, but holds him
accountable for having had insufficient economic savvy to warn Wall Street against the
overspeculation that caused the Depression. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR
  calvin coolidge economic policies: High Tide of American Conservatism: Davis,
Coolidge, and the 1924 Election Garland Tucker, 2012 Historians have generally failed to
understand the significance of the election of 1924, the last time both major political parties
nominated a bona fide conservative candidate. 'The High Tide of American Conservatism' casts new
light on both the election and the two candidates, John W. Davis and Calvin Coolidge. Both nominees
articulately expounded a similar philosophy of limited government and maximum individual freedom;



and both men were exemplary public servants.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The American Economy Cynthia Clark, 2011-03-11 A
compelling compilation of short entries, longer topical essays, and primary source documents that
chronicles the historical development of the United States from an economic perspective. Based on a
work originally published in 2003, The American Economy: A Historical Encyclopedia has been
thoroughly updated with information on the accounting scandals of the early 2000s and the
recession of 2008, including the government stimulus and bailout programs and the recession's
impact on key markets. With more than 600 short entries, 31 longer essays, and 32 primary source
documents, the encyclopedia spans American history from colonial times to the present. Researchers
will discover detailed information on people, events, and government actions that have shaped our
economy, with entries on such seminal issues as slavery, migration patterns, the welfare state, the
rise of the city, and the development of financial institutions. Throughout, special attention is paid to
the interdependence of economics with political, social, and cultural forces. Covering everything
from the national debt to monetary policy, law, unemployment, inflation, and government/business
relations, this work is the ideal go-to resource for quick answers, in-depth analysis, or direction for
further research.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew
Whitmore Robertson, 2010 Annotation st1\: · {behavior:url(£ieooui) } Unparalleled coverage of U.S.
political development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of U.S. Political
History explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that
have created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the
fields of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and
scholars the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the
present day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political
History identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader &
BAD:rsquo;s understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and change.
Focusing on both government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to
the topic with more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each volume
covering one of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and
articles in this authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political history:The three
branches of governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional historiesPolitical
movements and philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary politicsInternational
relations, treaties, and alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized chronologically by political
erasReader & BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across volumesMaps, photographs, and
tables enhance the textSigned entries by a stellar group of contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial
Beginnings through Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert
H. Lehman CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into
an independent federated republic. This volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political
experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern scholars have found defies easy synthesis &
BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution, and the
ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume
Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period in the history of the United States was
more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic.
This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the
development of the party system.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the American Presidents
Patrick Sauer, 2000 Details the career path, presidential policies, key events, trivial facts, and
historical impact of each president from George Washington to Bill Clinton.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew Robertson,
Michael A. Morrison, William G. Shade, Robert Johnston, Robert Zieger, Thomas Langston, Richard
Valelly, 2010-04-01 Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political development through a unique



chronological framework Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History explores the events, policies,
activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have created and shaped political life in
the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields of history and political science, this
seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars the opportunity to examine the
political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present day. With greater coverage
than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History identifies and illuminates
patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader’s understanding of American political
institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both government and history, the
Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with more than 100 essays for each
of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one of seven time periods that
correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this authoritative encyclopedia
focus on the following themes of political history: The three branches of government Elections and
political parties Legal and constitutional histories Political movements and philosophies, and key
political figures Economics Military politics International relations, treaties, and alliances Regional
histories Key Features Organized chronologically by political eras Reader’s guide for easy-topic
searching across volumes Maps, photographs, and tables enhance the text Signed entries by a
stellar group of contributors VOLUME 1 ?Colonial Beginnings through Revolution ?1500–1783
?Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman College ?The colonial period witnessed the
transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This volume
discusses the diversity of the colonial political experience—a diversity that modern scholars have
found defies easy synthesis—as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to
revolution, and the ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2 ?The Early Republic ?1784–1840
?Volume Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue University No period in the history of the United
States was more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American
republic. This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and
the development of the party system. VOLUME 3 ?Expansion, Division, and Reconstruction
?1841–1877 ?Volume Editor: William Shade, Lehigh University (emeritus) ?This volume examines
three decades in the middle of the nineteenth century, which witnessed: the emergence of the
debate over slavery in the territories, which eventually led to the Civil War; the military conflict
itself from 1861 until 1865; and the process of Reconstruction, which ended with the readmission of
all of the former Confederate States to the Union and the withdrawal of the last occupying federal
troops from those states in 1877. VOLUME 4 ?From the Gilded Age through the Age of Reform
?1878–1920 ?Volume Editor: Robert Johnston, University of Illinois at Chicago With the withdrawal
of federal soldiers from Southern states the previous year, 1878 marked a new focus in American
politics, and it became recognizably modern within the next 40 years. This volume focuses on race
and politics; economics, labor, and capitalism; agrarian politics and populism; national politics;
progressivism; foreign affairs; World War I; and the end of the progressive era. VOLUME 5
?Prosperity, Depression, and War ?1921–1945 ?Volume Editor: Robert Zieger, University of Florida
Between 1921 and 1945, the U.S. political system exhibited significant patterns of both continuity
and change in a turbulent time marked by racist conflicts, the Great Depression, and World War II.
The main topics covered in this volume are declining party identification; the Roosevelt Coalition;
evolving party organization; congressional inertia in the 1920s; the New Deal; Congress during
World War II; the growth of the federal government; Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency; the
Supreme Court’s conservative traditions; and a new judicial outlook. VOLUME 6 ?Postwar
Consensus to Social Unrest ?1946–1975 ?Volume Editor: Thomas Langston, Tulane University This
volume examines the postwar era with the consolidation of the New Deal, the onset of the Cold War,
and the Korean War. It then moves into the 1950s and early 1960s, and discusses the Vietnam war;
the era of John F. Kennedy; the Cuban Missile Crisis; the Civil Rights Act; Martin Luther King and
the Voting Rights Act; antiwar movements; The War Powers Act; environmental policy; the Equal
Rights Amendment; Roe v. Wade; Watergate; and the end of the Vietnam War. VOLUME 7 ?The
Clash of Conservatism and Liberalism ?1976 to present ?Volume Editor: Richard Valelly,



Swarthmore College ?The troubled Carter Administration, 1977–1980, proved to be the political
gateway for the resurgence of a more ideologically conservative Republican party led by a popular
president, Ronald Reagan. The last volume of the Encyclopedia covers politics and national
institutions in a polarized era of nationally competitive party politics and programmatic debates
about taxes, social policy, and the size of national government. It also considers the mixed blessing
of the change in superpower international competition associated with the end of the Cold War.
Stateless terrorism (symbolized by the 9/11 attacks), the continuing American tradition of civil
liberties, and the broad change in social diversity wrought by immigration and the impact in this
period of the rights revolutions are also covered.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Can Economic Policy Manage the Economy? Paul Winston
McCracken, 1987
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Trump’s World John Davis, 2019-08-07 Hyper-partisanship
represents a critical variable that undergirds President Donald Trump’s stewardship of American
foreign policy while bipartisanship, a hallmark of American diplomacy, is in a period of rapid decline.
The tenure of the 45th president of the United States is shaping up to be one of the most pivotal and
contentious in the history of the Republic. Trump’s World: Peril and Opportunity in US Foreign
Policy after Obama is an explosive study of the president’s foreign policy agenda. It provides an
expansive examination of how Trump’s America First policy contributes to growing counter-US
hysteria that could lead to a new wave of anti-Americanism around the world and explores an
important question: When the Trump presidency concludes, what is the likely impact of “Trumpism”
on world order, relations with traditional allies, the future of multilateralism, world trade, and
American diplomacy?
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Bad Presidents P. Abbott, 2013-03-20 Bad Presidents
seeks to interpret the meaning of presidential 'badness' by investigating the ways in which eleven
presidents were 'bad.' The author brings a unique, and often amusing perspective on the idea of the
presidency, and begins a new conversation about the definition of presidential success and failure.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Twenties in America Niall Palmer, 2006-04-24 This new,
revisionist approach to the Twenties in America offers the first balanced account of the history and
politics of this much-maligned decade. Focusing on the two Presidents of the 1920s, the book points
out key distinctions between the governing styles and political philosophies of Warren Harding and
Calvin Coolidge. It suggests Harding's executive style and achievements were not as poor as
traditional portraits have claimed. Coolidge is presented in terms of his largely successful efforts to
distance himself from the financial scandals associated with his predecessor and his encouragement
of the major revival of much of the US economy. The author argues that the pace of social and
technological change resulted in lines of conflict over poverty, race, religion and employment rights
being redrawn as living standards rose, home and working conditions changed and old prejudices
were challenged. Consequently, politicians found that old solutions became increasingly irrelevant to
new realities. The narrative is placed in the familiar context of the Twenties: the motor car, jazz, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, Hollywood, mass consumerism and the flapper.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The North American Review James Russell Lowell, 1924
Vols. 227-230, no. 2 include: Stuff and nonsense, v. 5-6, no. 8, Jan. 1929-Aug. 1930.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: The American Economy Wade L. Thomas, Robert B.
Carson, 2014-12-18 This groundbreaking principles of economics text is devoted to explaining basic
economics with an issues and policy focus to undergraduates in survey and other introductory
economics courses. It offers the optimal blend of theory, issues, and policy analysis, and covers
micro-, macro, and international aspects of America's economy.
  calvin coolidge economic policies: Chronology of the U.S. Presidency Mathew Manweller,
2012-03-19 This engaging and authoritative four-volume resource offers fascinating portrayals of the
44 men who have achieved the ultimate seat of power in the United States—the presidency. From
George Washington to Barack Obama, Chronology of the U.S. Presidency portrays each of the
nation's chief executives in richly observed detail. Chapter by chapter, we meet the real



flesh-and-blood men occupying the one office elected by the entire country, the office that most
profoundly affects the workings of the government, U.S. relations with other countries, and the
everyday lives of all American citizens. Spanning four volumes, this work covers each president's
early life and rise to power, the pivotal events during his presidency, and when applicable, his
post-presidential life. In addition, the book includes sections on the First Ladies and presidential
families plus primary source documents (speeches, memos, messages to Congress), and entertaining
FYI facts—for example, once bitter rivals John Adams and Thomas Jefferson died hours apart, on the
50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence they helped create together. More than just
names-and-dates history, Chronology of the U.S. Presidency helps readers understand the ways each
of these intriguing men changed the country, and how he in turn was impacted by his time in power.
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