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Bonaventure Cemetery Map Self Guided Tour: Exploring Savannah’s Historic Resting Place

bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour offers an immersive and personal way to discover
one of Savannah, Georgia’s most iconic landmarks. Nestled beneath towering oaks draped in Spanish
moss, Bonaventure Cemetery is not just a resting place but a living museum of history, art, and
Southern charm. With a self-guided tour, visitors can explore at their own pace, uncovering stories of
the past through beautifully crafted gravestones, historic monuments, and the serene landscape that
makes this cemetery a beloved destination.

If you’re planning a visit, understanding how to navigate Bonaventure Cemetery with the help of a
detailed map can enrich your experience, helping you locate significant gravesites, notable
sculptures, and scenic spots ideal for reflection or photography. Let’s dive into how you can make the
most of a Bonaventure Cemetery map self guided tour and why it remains a must-see for history
buffs, art lovers, and travelers alike.

Why Choose a Bonaventure Cemetery Map Self Guided
Tour?

Many visitors to Savannah flock to Bonaventure Cemetery because of its literary fame, stunning
beauty, and historical significance. While guided tours are available, a self-guided approach offers
unique advantages:

- **Flexibility:** You control your schedule, spending as much time as you like at each site.
- **Personal Reflection:** The quiet atmosphere encourages thoughtful wandering without the pace of
a group.
- **Customized Experience:** Focus on the graves and monuments that interest you most, from Civil
War heroes to famous locals.
- **Cost-Effective:** Many self-guided resources are free or low-cost, making this a budget-friendly
option.

Using a map specifically designed for self-guided tours helps visitors avoid getting lost in the
sprawling grounds and ensures they don’t miss key points of interest.

Understanding the Layout of Bonaventure Cemetery

Bonaventure Cemetery covers approximately 160 acres, filled with meandering paths, large family
plots, and intricate tombstones that date back to the early 1800s. The landscape is characterized by
majestic live oaks, winding lanes, and views of the Wilmington River, creating a hauntingly beautiful
backdrop.



Key Sections to Explore

A comprehensive Bonaventure cemetery map typically highlights several important areas:

- **The Historic District:** Where many of the oldest and most ornate monuments are located.
- **The Bird Girl Statue Area:** Made famous by the book “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil,”
this iconic sculpture draws many visitors.
- **Military Sections:** Dedicated areas for veterans and Confederate soldiers.
- **Prominent Family Plots:** Including the Whitefield, McAlpin, and other Savannah founding families.

Maps often indicate walking trails and rest spots, enabling visitors to plan a comfortable route.

How to Use a Bonaventure Cemetery Map for a Self
Guided Tour

Starting your self-guided tour with a map in hand is straightforward but benefits from a bit of
preparation.

Obtaining the Map

You can access Bonaventure Cemetery maps in several ways:

- **Visitor Center:** The cemetery’s official visitor center provides printed maps and brochures.
- **Online Resources:** Several websites offer downloadable and interactive maps tailored for self-
guided tours.
- **Mobile Apps:** Some apps include GPS-enabled guides to help you navigate in real-time.

Planning Your Route

Before heading out, review the map and identify the spots that most capture your interest. The
cemetery is quite large, so you might want to focus on a specific section or theme, such as:

- **Historical Figures Tour:** Visiting graves of famous Savannah residents.
- **Art and Sculpture Tour:** Admiring the elaborate grave markers and mausoleums.
- **Nature Walk:** Enjoying the beautiful trees, birds, and river views.

A well-thought-out route ensures you cover the highlights without feeling rushed.

Helpful Tips for the Tour

- Wear comfortable shoes as paths can be uneven.
- Bring water and sunscreen, especially in warmer months.



- Respect the quiet and solemn nature of the cemetery.
- Take a notebook or camera to capture interesting details or jot down stories.
- Use the map to locate rest areas or benches for breaks.

Notable Highlights on a Bonaventure Cemetery Map
Self Guided Tour

Exploring Bonaventure Cemetery with a map allows you to uncover many fascinating sites. Here are
some must-see highlights that often feature on self-guided tours:

The Bird Girl Statue

Arguably the most famous feature, the Bird Girl statue was originally part of the Trosdal family plot. It
gained worldwide recognition after appearing on the cover of John Berendt’s “Midnight in the Garden
of Good and Evil.” The statue has since been moved to a museum, but the original site remains a
popular photo stop.

Graves of Savannah’s Notables

- **James Oglethorpe:** Founder of the Georgia colony (memorial marker).
- **Gracie Watson:** A touching statue commemorates this young girl who died tragically.
- **Flannery O’Connor:** The celebrated Southern author is buried here, attracting literary
enthusiasts.

Architectural and Artistic Gems

Throughout the cemetery, you’ll find intricate carvings, angelic figures, and mausoleums that reflect
Victorian and Gothic Revival styles. Many gravestones tell stories through symbolism—broken
columns symbolize a life cut short, and clasped hands represent farewell.

Natural Beauty and Wildlife

The cemetery is a haven for birdwatchers and nature lovers. Spanish moss swaying in the breeze,
ancient trees, and seasonal blooms create a peaceful, almost magical ambiance that enhances the
visit.

Enhancing Your Experience with Technology



For those who appreciate digital tools, many Bonaventure Cemetery maps now come with QR codes
or are integrated into apps that provide audio narration and historical context. This can bring the
stories behind the names and monuments to life without the need for a tour guide.

Some apps even allow you to create personalized tours, bookmark favorite spots, and share your
experience on social media, adding a modern twist to this historic site exploration.

Practical Considerations for Your Visit

Bonaventure Cemetery is open to the public daily, but hours may vary seasonally. Checking ahead
ensures you don’t arrive when the gates are closed. Parking is available nearby, and while the terrain
is generally walkable, some areas can be muddy or uneven after rain.

Because it is an active cemetery, visitors should be mindful of ongoing burials and local customs.
Maintaining respect and quiet helps preserve the dignity of this sacred space.

---

Exploring Bonaventure Cemetery with a map and self-guided tour opens up a world of discovery in
Savannah. From hauntingly beautiful sculptures to stories of lives long past, the experience is both
educational and deeply moving. Whether you’re a history enthusiast, art lover, or simply seeking a
tranquil stroll under moss-covered oaks, following a carefully planned route through this historic
landmark ensures a memorable visit tailored to your interests and pace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bonaventure Cemetery map for a self-guided
tour?
The Bonaventure Cemetery map for a self-guided tour is a detailed layout of the cemetery that helps
visitors navigate the grounds on their own, highlighting key gravesites, monuments, and points of
interest.

Where can I find a Bonaventure Cemetery map for a self-
guided tour?
You can find the Bonaventure Cemetery self-guided tour map at the cemetery's visitor center, official
website, or through local tourism offices in Savannah, Georgia.

Are there recommended routes on the Bonaventure Cemetery
self-guided tour map?
Yes, the self-guided tour map often includes recommended routes that cover famous gravesites,
historic monuments, and scenic spots to provide a comprehensive experience.



How long does a self-guided tour using the Bonaventure
Cemetery map typically take?
A self-guided tour of Bonaventure Cemetery using the map typically takes between 1 to 2 hours,
depending on how many stops you make and your walking pace.

Is the Bonaventure Cemetery map for self-guided tours
available as a digital download?
Yes, many sources offer the Bonaventure Cemetery self-guided tour map as a downloadable PDF or
interactive digital map for easy access on smartphones and tablets.

What are some must-see sites on the Bonaventure Cemetery
self-guided tour?
Must-see sites on the Bonaventure Cemetery self-guided tour include the graves of poet Conrad
Aiken, songwriter Johnny Mercer, the famous Bird Girl statue, and historic Victorian monuments.

Additional Resources
Bonaventure Cemetery Map Self Guided Tour: Navigating History and Art in Savannah’s Iconic Resting
Place

bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour offers visitors a unique opportunity to explore one
of Savannah, Georgia’s most cherished landmarks at their own pace. Known for its hauntingly
beautiful statuary, historic gravesites, and lush Southern Gothic ambiance, Bonaventure Cemetery
attracts tourists, historians, and art enthusiasts alike. Utilizing a detailed map for a self-guided tour
allows for a personalized experience, where one can delve deeply into the cemetery’s rich heritage
without the constraints of group schedules or guided narration.

This article provides a comprehensive examination of the Bonaventure Cemetery map self guided
tour, focusing on its practical advantages, interpretive value, and how it enhances visitor
engagement. We will analyze the components of the cemetery map, key points of interest included,
and how this approach compares to traditional guided tours. Additionally, we’ll explore the integration
of digital resources and visitor feedback to assess the map’s effectiveness as a standalone tool for
navigating Bonaventure Cemetery.

Understanding the Bonaventure Cemetery Map Self
Guided Tour Experience

Bonaventure Cemetery, established in 1846, spans 160 acres of picturesque landscape filled with
towering oaks draped in Spanish moss, historic monuments, and notable graves. The Bonaventure
Cemetery map self guided tour is designed to help visitors traverse this extensive site efficiently while
highlighting significant locations and memorials.



The map typically features a detailed layout of the cemetery's grounds, including major pathways,
sections, and notable burial plots. It often accompanies written descriptions or QR codes linking to
additional historical context, making it an educational tool as well as a navigational aid. Visitors
benefit from the flexibility to linger longer at points of interest or explore off the beaten path—an
advantage over conventional guided tours that follow fixed routes and timeframes.

Key Features of the Bonaventure Cemetery Map

A well-crafted Bonaventure Cemetery map includes several elements that enhance the self-guided
experience:

Clear Pathways and Section Markers: The map delineates the main roads and walking
trails, helping visitors avoid getting lost within the sprawling grounds.

Highlighted Points of Interest: Important gravesites such as those of poet Conrad Aiken,
songwriter Johnny Mercer, and other prominent Savannah figures are clearly marked.

Art and Sculpture Locations: The map points out notable sculptures like the “Bird Girl”
statue, which gained fame from the book “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil.”

Rest Area and Facilities: Visitor amenities such as restrooms and benches are indicated for
convenience.

QR Codes or Website Links: Some modern maps incorporate digital enhancements,
providing in-depth stories, historical records, or audio commentary accessed via smartphones.

These features collectively facilitate a richer understanding of Bonaventure Cemetery’s cultural and
historical significance, encouraging contemplative exploration.

Comparing Self-Guided Tours with Traditional Guided
Tours

While guided tours offer expert narration and structured storytelling, the Bonaventure Cemetery map
self guided tour appeals to those who prefer autonomy and a customized pace. Each approach has
distinct advantages and limitations that influence visitor satisfaction.

Pros and Cons of the Self-Guided Map Approach

Pros:1.

Flexibility: Visitors can tailor their route, spending more time at personally compelling



sites.

Cost-Effective: Often free or lower-cost compared to paid guided tours.

Privacy: Ideal for individuals or small groups seeking a quiet, reflective experience.

Accessibility: Visitors can start or pause the tour at any time, accommodating varying
schedules and physical endurance.

Cons:2.

Information Depth: Lacks the dynamic storytelling and expert insights available in live
guided tours.

Navigation Challenges: Without prior knowledge, some visitors may find the large grounds
confusing despite the map.

Limited Engagement: Absence of a guide may reduce interaction opportunities and
immediate answers to questions.

Ultimately, the choice between a map-based self guided tour versus a traditional guided tour depends
on visitor preferences, time constraints, and the desired depth of historical understanding.

Maximizing the Experience with the Bonaventure
Cemetery Map

To fully benefit from the Bonaventure Cemetery map self guided tour, visitors should consider several
practical tips and tactics:

Preparation and Planning

Before embarking on the tour, obtaining the most current version of the map is critical. Bonaventure
Cemetery’s official website and the visitor center typically provide updated maps, sometimes
available as downloadable PDFs or interactive apps. Reviewing the map beforehand helps in
identifying must-see sites and planning an efficient route.

Combining Digital Resources

Many visitors find that supplementing the physical map with digital tools enriches their



understanding. Mobile applications or websites dedicated to Bonaventure Cemetery offer multimedia
content, including photographs, biographies, and audio guides. Scanning QR codes on the map can
unlock these features, making the self guided tour more informative and engaging.

Time Management

The cemetery’s expansive nature means that a thorough exploration can take several hours.
Prioritizing sections of the map based on personal interests—whether historic graves, art installations,
or natural scenery—helps manage time effectively. Some visitors opt to focus on the “Historic
District” or the “Bird Girl” statue area, depending on their preferences.

Consider Weather and Accessibility

Since Bonaventure Cemetery is an outdoor site with gravel paths and uneven terrain, comfortable
footwear and weather-appropriate clothing are advisable. The map often indicates accessible routes
for those with mobility challenges, ensuring inclusivity.

The Cultural and Historical Significance Highlighted on
the Map

One of the most compelling aspects of the Bonaventure Cemetery map self guided tour is its role in
conveying the site’s cultural narratives. The cemetery is not merely a resting place but a living
museum reflecting Savannah’s Southern heritage, art movements, and social history.

The map guides visitors to memorials of Civil War veterans, prominent local families, and artistic
landmarks. For instance, the “Bird Girl” statue, immortalized by the bestselling novel and subsequent
film adaptation, remains a central attraction. The map’s inclusion of such sites encourages visitors to
appreciate not only the aesthetic beauty but also the layered stories embedded in Bonaventure’s
grounds.

Integration of Art and Nature

The map also emphasizes the interplay between sculptural art and the cemetery’s natural
environment. Visitors discover sculptures carved from marble and granite, set amid live oaks and
azaleas, creating a distinctive Southern Gothic atmosphere. The self guided tour facilitates pauses at
these artistic installations, allowing for quiet reflection and photography.

Visitor Feedback and Improvements to the Self Guided



Tour Map

User reviews and surveys reveal that the Bonaventure Cemetery map self guided tour is generally
well-received for its clarity and comprehensive coverage. However, some visitors note opportunities
for enhancement:

More detailed historical context on the map itself or via linked digital content could deepen
understanding.

Improved signage within the cemetery to correspond with map references would aid navigation.

Availability of multilingual maps to serve international tourists.

In response, local authorities and heritage organizations have periodically updated the map and
introduced mobile-friendly formats. These efforts underscore the commitment to making Bonaventure
Cemetery accessible and informative for a diverse visitor base.

Exploring Bonaventure Cemetery through a self guided tour map reveals a harmonious blend of
history, art, and nature. This method empowers visitors to engage with the site on their own terms,
uncovering Savannah’s storied past amid the tranquil beauty of one of America’s most iconic
cemeteries.

Bonaventure Cemetery Map Self Guided Tour

  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: 100 Things to Do in Savannah Before You Die,
All New Lynn and Cele Seldon, 2020-03-15 With tree-lined squares dripping with Spanish moss,
cobblestoned streets down by the river, and popular trolley tours, Savannah has become a darling of
the Southeast United States. Thanks to its blend of grace, beauty, history, and oh-so-Southern dining
and hospitality, the “Hostess City” has a way of charming visitors and locals alike. 100 Things to Do
in Savannah Before You Die, All New is filled with easy-to-follow suggestions of where to go, what to
see, can’t-miss dining, outdoor recreation, events and entertainment, and where to shop ‘til you
drop—along with seasonal activities and suggested itineraries. From dining in a former Greyhound
bus station with a James Beard award-winning chef to paddling a kayak through the many serene
waterways surrounding Savannah, and from exploring the area’s heritage with the Coastal Heritage
Society to the various artsy offerings from the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD), this is a
Savannah guidebook for everyone. Savannah can be overwhelming, and everyone from the first-time
or frequent visitor to seasoned locals can cut through the clutter with this collection of adventures,
meals, off-beat treats, and historical insight to all parts of the city. Let long-time Savannah experts
Lynn and Cele Seldon be your guides on your Savannah adventure.
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Moon Charleston & Savannah Jim Morekis,
Moon Travel Guides, 2025-06-03 Whether you're relaxing on a beach, soaking up rich history, or
reveling in Southern hospitality, dig into these fun-loving sister cities with Moon Charleston &
Savannah. Explore the cities: Navigate by neighborhood or by activity with helpful maps of both
Charleston and Savannah See the sights: Browse the museums on Savannah's historic River Street

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/bonaventure-cemetery-map-self-guided-tour.pdf


and take a carriage ride through Charleston's French Quarter. Check out the wares at the Old City
Market, visit the First African Baptist Church, and learn about the area's important African
American history Get a taste of the South: Sample classic shrimp and grits, juicy barbecue, or
seafood straight off the boat. Savor innovative cuisine at award-winning restaurants, and discover
up-and-coming spots focusing on local, sustainable ingredients Bars, entertainment, and nightlife:
Watch the sunset from a rooftop bar, see what's on tap at a craft brewery, or mingle with the locals
at a French Quarter dive. Catch a live gig from the next big indie band, sip swanky artisan cocktails,
or indulge in Savannah's to-go cup tradition on a stroll through the Historic District Local advice:
Jim Morekis was born and raised in Savannah and shares his insight into these beautiful cities
Itineraries and day trips: Follow itineraries designed for families, beach lovers, history buffs,
foodies, and more, and get outside the city with full chapters on Hilton Head and the Lowcountry
and the Golden Isles Full-color photos and detailed maps Handy tools: Background information on
the area's landscape, history, and culture, tips on getting there and getting around, and advice for
travelers with disabilities, families with children, seniors, and LGBTQ+ travelers Experience the best
of Charleston and Savannah with Moon's practical tips and local know-how. Hitting the road? Try
Moon Blue Ridge Parkway Road Trip. Exploring more of the South? Try Moon Asheville & the Great
Smoky Mountains.
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Hidden Georgia Marty Olmstead, 2000-02
From Ted Turner's CNN Center and Jimmy Carter's Library to historic Savannah, original Cherokee
homelands and Gullah island communities, this insider's guide covers all of Georgia's historic and
hidden attractions. Illustrations. 13 maps.
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Whitaker's Books in Print , 1990
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Historic Bonaventure Cemetery Historical
Society Georgia, Mandi Dale Johnson, Amie Marie Wilson, Mandi Johnson, 1998-11-01 All cemeteries
are history made tangible. Each neatly laid out plot, each lichen-dotted headstone, each lovingly
crafted monument, is a representation of a personal history. While each cemetery has its own
collection of stories to tell, Bonaventure Cemetery has more stories than most. For more than 150
years, citizens of Savannah have buried their loved ones at Bonaventure Cemetery. Among its
grounds, monuments bearing the names of such famous people as Johnny Mercer lie alongside
markers bearing names of those known only to their family. Bonaventure's stately beauty seems the
perfect setting for a cemetery. Historic Bonaventure Cemetery illustrates the development of
Bonaventure as a Victorian-style cemetery and the transformation from a private estate to a public
cemetery. Historic Bonaventure Cemetery, the first book solely about Bonaventure, includes images
of Bonaventure and Greenwich—the two plantations that became Bonaventure—and provides
information about the people and the monuments there. All cemeteries are history made tangible.
Each neatly laid out plot, each lichen-dotted headstone, each lovingly crafted monument, is a
representation of a personal history. While each cemetery has its own collection of stories to tell,
Bonaventure Cemetery has more stories than most. For more than 150 years, citizens of Savannah
have buried their loved ones at Bonaventure Cemetery. Among its grounds, monuments bearing the
names of such famous people as Johnny Mercer lie alongside markers bearing names of those known
only to their family. Bonaventure's stately beauty seems the perfect setting for a cemetery. Historic
Bonaventure Cemetery illustrates the development of Bonaventure as a Victorian-style cemetery and
the transformation from a private estate to a public cemetery. Historic Bonaventure Cemetery, the
first book solely about Bonaventure, includes images of Bonaventure and Greenwich—the two
plantations that became Bonaventure—and provides information about the people and the
monuments there.
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Bonaventure Cemetery, Savannah,
Georgia, Sections A-H Sarah N. Pinckney, 2000-04-01
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Bonaventure Cemetery, Savannah, Georgia ,
2000
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: A Stroll Through Elmwood Robin Kring,



2022-09-25 Take a stroll through Elmwood Cemetery with this graveside or (virtual) bedside
self-guided tour. Meet a Colorado town's most intriguing and not-to-be-forgotten figures! Filled with
history, mystery, and intrigue, this book is sure to delight both experienced and novice tombstone
tourists. Meet the area's adventurous pioneers, such as a gold-discovering fifty-niner and the man
who helped shape a town's beginnings, after the feat of building the first bridge over the Missouri
River. Get an inside glimpse of the famous and the infamous-like Red Barker, son of Ma Barker
(matriarch of the notorious outlaw clan) and his murder. Read the sad and the mad, like the Schnell
twins' story, a story that almost disappeared along with the lake of their tragic drowning and a draft
horse that wandered (without a driver) through town pulling the mercantile wagon and making
friends along the way. Finally, immerse yourself in the memories shared of ordinary people that
remind us that rich or poor, famed or forgotten-everyone's life is worth remembering and has a story
to tell. Contains detailed maps for finding the featured sites while walking the actual cemetery,
including GPS compass locations and QR code technology for opening interactive Google Maps(TM).
Or, curl up bedside or in an armchair for a virtual tour. Also includes extra cemetery miscellany,
including: Elmwood Cemetery History; a Tombstone Tourist Guide to Hidden Symbolism; and a
Glossary of Memorial Architecture. A perfect guide for those who want to learn more about Colorado
history. And, equally perfect for tombstone detectives who love to investigate the art and beauty of
the cemetery and discover stories shared from beyond the grave. It is also a valuable reference for
those who desire a blueprint for creating their own cemetery tour. This tour page guide includes
20+ stories and 150+ BW + COLOR photos.
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Mortuary Chapel, St. Bonaventure
Cemetery, Allegany, N.Y. , 1945
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Self Guided Oakwood Cemetery Tour Dorothy
Gilbert Swetz, Kanabec History Center (Mora, Minn.), 2007
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: Self Guided Tour of the Boerne Cemetery ,
19??
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: The Visitor's Guide to the ... Cemetery
Calvary Cemetery, 1876
  bonaventure cemetery map self guided tour: A Self Guided Walking Tour Guelph
Cemetery Commission, 1994
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