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Between Civilization Barbarism Francine Masiello: Exploring Complex Boundaries in Cultural
Discourse

between civilization barbarism francine masiello is a phrase that invites deep reflection on the
nuanced boundaries that define human societies. Francine Masiello, a respected scholar and critic,
often delves into these themes, unearthing the tensions and intersections between what we call
civilization and barbarism. This interplay is not just a historical or anthropological curiosity but a
living conversation that shapes literature, cultural identity, and social philosophy. Understanding
Masiello’s perspective helps us grapple with how these concepts have evolved and how they
continue to impact our understanding of culture and humanity.

Francine Masiello’s Intellectual Landscape

Francine Masiello is a prominent figure in cultural studies, particularly known for her work on Latin
American literature and the politics of representation. Her exploration of “between civilization
barbarism” is embedded in her broader interest in how societies define themselves through
oppositional narratives. Masiello’s approach is interdisciplinary, drawing from history, literature,
and cultural theory to challenge simplistic binaries.

Breaking Down Civilization and Barbarism

The dichotomy between civilization and barbarism has long been used to categorize societies, often
with a Eurocentric bias. Civilization tends to be associated with progress, order, and cultural
refinement, while barbarism is linked to chaos, primitiveness, and moral failure. Masiello critiques
this binary by highlighting its role in justifying colonialism and cultural domination.

Her work urges readers to question:

- How do literature and historical narratives construct these opposing concepts?
- In what ways have marginalized voices been labeled as barbaric to uphold dominant power
structures?
- Can the boundary between civilization and barbarism be reimagined in more inclusive ways?

The Role of Literature in Negotiating Civilization and
Barbarism

Masiello’s analysis often focuses on literary texts as sites where the tension between civilization and
barbarism is played out. Literature not only reflects societal attitudes but also contests and reshapes



them. By examining Latin American narratives, for example, she reveals how authors use storytelling
to resist colonialist depictions of “barbarism.”

Latin American Literature as a Site of Contestation

In many Latin American works, the notion of barbarism is complicated. Indigenous cultures and
rural communities, often labeled as barbaric by colonial powers, are portrayed with depth and
dignity. Masiello’s scholarship showcases how these narratives blur the lines, emphasizing hybridity,
cultural exchange, and the fluidity of identity.

This literary resistance serves several purposes:

- Undermining simplistic historical accounts imposed by colonial authorities.
- Highlighting the richness of cultural practices deemed “uncivilized.”
- Advocating for a more pluralistic understanding of civilization itself.

Between Civilization and Barbarism: Historical and
Political Implications

The concepts of civilization and barbarism are not neutral; they carry substantial political weight.
Masiello explores how these ideas have been mobilized throughout history to legitimize violence,
exclusion, and social hierarchies.

Colonialism and the Civilizing Mission

One of the most critical contexts for understanding this dichotomy is colonialism. European powers
often framed their expansion as a civilizing mission meant to uplift “barbaric” peoples. Masiello’s
work critiques this narrative by exposing its underlying racism and economic motivations.

- The “civilizing mission” often masked exploitation and cultural erasure.
- Indigenous and colonized peoples were systematically portrayed as needing rescue.
- Resistance to this mission frequently took the form of reclaiming cultural identity and history.

Modern Repercussions and Cultural Identity

Even today, echoes of the civilization versus barbarism debate appear in discussions about
immigration, globalization, and cultural integration. Masiello’s insights encourage us to remain
vigilant about the language we use when describing “the other” and to recognize the dangers of
perpetuating outdated and harmful binaries.



Reimagining the Boundary: Toward a More Nuanced
Understanding

One of the key contributions of Francine Masiello’s scholarship is the invitation to rethink the rigid
opposition between civilization and barbarism. Instead of viewing these concepts as fixed categories,
she encourages an appreciation for complexity and the ways in which cultures overlap and influence
each other.

Hybridity and Cultural Fluidity

Masiello’s work aligns with contemporary theories of hybridity, which suggest that cultures are not
isolated but constantly interacting and evolving. This perspective helps dissolve the harsh divisions
between civilized and barbaric, allowing space for multiple identities and experiences.

Practical Insights for Cultural Dialogue

Drawing from Masiello’s analysis, here are some tips for engaging with cultural differences in a
more informed and respectful manner:

Avoid simplistic labels: Recognize that terms like “barbarism” carry historical baggage and
often oversimplify complex societies.

Embrace historical context: Understand the power dynamics behind how civilizations define
themselves and others.

Listen to marginalized voices: Seek out narratives that challenge dominant perspectives
and provide alternative viewpoints.

Promote cultural hybridity: Celebrate the blending and adaptation of cultures rather than
enforcing rigid boundaries.

Why the Conversation Between Civilization and
Barbarism Matters Today

In a world marked by rapid globalization, political polarization, and cultural clashes, revisiting the
themes explored by Francine Masiello is more relevant than ever. The ways we think about
civilization and barbarism influence immigration policies, international relations, and social
cohesion.

Her work reminds us that the labels we assign to people and cultures are never neutral—they shape



realities and power structures. By fostering a more nuanced dialogue, we can move toward societies
that value diversity, complexity, and mutual understanding.

---

Exploring the themes encapsulated by between civilization barbarism francine masiello opens a
window into the ongoing negotiation of identity and power. Through her critical lens, Masiello
challenges us to rethink entrenched binaries, appreciate cultural plurality, and approach history
with a critical and empathetic eye. This discourse is not only academically rich but also vital for
navigating the complexities of our interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Francine Masiello in the context of 'Between
Civilization and Barbarism'?
Francine Masiello is a scholar and author known for her work on Latin American literature and
culture, including analyses of themes related to civilization and barbarism.

What is the central theme of 'Between Civilization and
Barbarism' as discussed by Francine Masiello?
The central theme revolves around the tension and dichotomy between notions of civilization and
barbarism, particularly in Latin American cultural and historical contexts.

How does Francine Masiello interpret the concept of
'barbarism' in Latin American studies?
Masiello interprets 'barbarism' as a complex construct that challenges traditional Eurocentric views
of progress and civilization, often highlighting indigenous and marginalized perspectives.

In which of Francine Masiello's works is the concept of
'Between Civilization and Barbarism' explored?
The concept is explored in her critical essays and books on Latin American literature, where she
examines cultural narratives that negotiate the divide between civilization and barbarism.

Why is the phrase 'Between Civilization and Barbarism'
significant in Francine Masiello's scholarship?
The phrase encapsulates a fundamental conflict in Latin American identity and history, which
Masiello analyzes to understand cultural hybridity and resistance.



How does Francine Masiello approach the historical context of
civilization and barbarism in her analysis?
She situates the discourse within colonial and postcolonial histories, emphasizing the roles of power,
cultural dominance, and resistance in shaping perceptions of civilization and barbarism.

What impact has Francine Masiello's work on 'Between
Civilization and Barbarism' had on Latin American literary
studies?
Her work has contributed to a deeper understanding of cultural identity, challenging simplistic
binaries and encouraging more nuanced interpretations of Latin American literature and history.

Additional Resources
Between Civilization Barbarism Francine Masiello: An Analytical Exploration of Cultural Dichotomies

between civilization barbarism francine masiello serves as a pivotal phrase encapsulating a
complex dialogue within cultural studies, particularly as explored by Francine Masiello. As an
esteemed scholar in Latin American literature and cultural theory, Masiello critically examines the
tension and interplay between what are traditionally perceived as “civilization” and “barbarism.”
This dichotomy, deeply rooted in historical, political, and literary contexts, continues to influence
contemporary interpretations of cultural identity, power dynamics, and societal development.

This article delves into Francine Masiello’s contributions to this discourse, analyzing how her work
navigates the nuanced boundaries between civilization and barbarism. We will explore the historical
origins of this binary, its manifestations in literature and political rhetoric, and how Masiello’s
insights challenge or reinforce prevailing narratives. Through this exploration, we aim to provide an
SEO-optimized, comprehensive review suitable for scholars, students, and readers interested in
cultural studies, Latin American history, and critical theory.

The Historical Context of Civilization and Barbarism

The juxtaposition of civilization and barbarism has long been a fundamental framework in
understanding cultural evolution and identity, especially in Latin America. This binary emerged
prominently during colonial and postcolonial periods, where European colonizers framed indigenous
populations and their customs as “barbaric” in contrast to the “civilized” European standards. This
ideological division served to justify conquest, colonization, and cultural domination.

Francine Masiello’s scholarship revisits these historical conceptions, particularly through her
analysis of seminal texts and political discourses that shaped Latin American identities. She
investigates how the terms civilization and barbarism were mobilized not just as descriptors but as
instruments of power and exclusion. In doing so, Masiello uncovers the contradictions and
ambiguities embedded within these categories.



Masiello’s Critique of the Binary

Masiello’s approach is neither a simple rejection nor an uncritical acceptance of the civilization-
barbarism dichotomy. Instead, she interrogates the fluidity and instability of these concepts. Her
work demonstrates that what is labeled “civilized” or “barbaric” often reflects subjective positions
tied to race, class, and geopolitical interests rather than any intrinsic cultural value.

By examining literary works from Latin American authors, Masiello reveals how writers subvert and
complicate these binaries. For example, in her studies of 19th-century Argentine literature, she
highlights how authors grappled with national identity formation amidst conflicting portrayals of
progress and tradition, order and chaos.

Literary Manifestations of Civilization and Barbarism

Literature has been one of the most potent arenas where the tension between civilization and
barbarism is played out. Francine Masiello’s analysis often centers on canonical works that reflect
social and political anxieties of their time, including how societies define themselves against an
“other.”

Case Study: Domingo Faustino Sarmiento’s "Facundo"

One of Masiello’s critical focuses is on Domingo Faustino Sarmiento’s influential book "Facundo"
(1845), which explicitly contrasts civilization and barbarism to narrate Argentina’s struggle toward
modernization. Sarmiento equates civilization with European culture and urbanism while associating
barbarism with rural life and indigenous peoples.

Masiello’s examination of "Facundo" reveals the inherent tensions within Sarmiento’s narrative—the
simultaneous desire to embrace progress and the fear of losing national authenticity. She also
critiques the racial and cultural hierarchies embedded in the work, showing how the
civilization/barbarism dichotomy served as a mechanism to marginalize certain groups.

Beyond Binary: Hybrid Identities and Cultural Fluidity

Moving beyond rigid binaries, Masiello’s scholarship emphasizes the emergence of hybrid identities
that blur the lines between civilization and barbarism. This perspective aligns with contemporary
cultural theory, which challenges essentialist definitions and highlights the dynamic, interwoven
nature of cultural identities.

Her analysis aligns with postcolonial critiques that argue for recognizing the coexistence of multiple
cultural influences, resisting simplistic categorizations. This approach opens up space for alternative
histories and voices, particularly those of indigenous and Afro-Latin American communities.



Political and Social Implications

The civilization versus barbarism dichotomy is not merely an academic concept but has profound
political and social implications. Francine Masiello’s work draws attention to how this framework
shapes national policies, social hierarchies, and cultural representation.

Instrumentalization in Nation-Building

In many Latin American countries, the rhetoric of civilization was instrumentalized in nation-
building projects to promote modernization, often at the expense of indigenous and rural
populations. Masiello’s analysis shows how the “barbarism” label justified exclusionary policies and
cultural assimilation efforts.

Contemporary Resonances

Today, the legacy of this dichotomy persists in debates over immigration, multiculturalism, and
cultural preservation. Masiello’s insights encourage a critical examination of how such binaries
continue to influence perceptions of “otherness” and belonging in diverse societies.

Key Features of Masiello’s Approach

Interdisciplinary Analysis: Combining literary criticism, cultural studies, and historical
context to offer a holistic view.

Critical Deconstruction: Challenging entrenched binaries and exposing their ideological
underpinnings.

Focus on Latin America: Grounding the discussion in specific regional histories and texts.

Engagement with Postcolonial Theory: Incorporating contemporary frameworks to rethink
identity and culture.

Pros and Cons of the Civilization-Barbarism Framework
According to Masiello

While Masiello’s work is largely critical of the civilization-barbarism binary, she acknowledges its
historical importance and complexity.



Pros:1.

Provides a lens for understanding historical social dynamics.

Highlights the tension between modernization and tradition.

Facilitates critical discourse on cultural identity formation.

Cons:2.

Reinforces exclusionary and hierarchical thinking.

Oversimplifies diverse cultural realities.

Can perpetuate stereotypes and justify oppression.

These nuanced observations underscore why Francine Masiello’s work remains essential for anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of the cultural and political forces shaping Latin America and
beyond.

Between Civilization and Barbarism: Broader Academic
Relevance

Francine Masiello’s exploration extends beyond Latin America, offering valuable insights into global
discourses about progress, modernity, and cultural difference. The civilization-barbarism dichotomy
has parallels in other historical contexts, such as colonial Africa and Asia, where similar binaries
justified imperial dominance.

Her scholarship invites comparative studies that interrogate how these constructs operate across
different societies and epochs. This interdisciplinary relevance makes Masiello’s work a critical
reference for scholars in cultural studies, history, political science, and literary criticism.

As conversations about identity, cultural heritage, and globalization evolve, revisiting the tensions
“between civilization barbarism francine masiello” highlights the enduring challenge of reconciling
diverse cultural narratives without resorting to reductive binaries. Her analytical framework
encourages ongoing reflection on how societies define themselves and others in a rapidly changing
world.



Between Civilization Barbarism Francine Masiello

  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Exemplary Ambivalence in Late
Nineteenth-Century Spanish America Elisabeth L. Austin, 2012-09-27 Exemplary Ambivalence
fills a critical gap within studies of 19th-century Spanish America as it explores the inconsistencies
of exemplary texts and emphasizes the forms, sources, and implications of creole ideological and
narrative multiplicity. This interdisciplinary study examines creole writing subjectivities and ethnic
fictions within the construction of national, aesthetic, and gendered cultural identities, highlighting
the dynamic relationship between exemplary discourse and readers as active interpretive agents.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Affective Moments in the Films of Martel,
Carri, and Puenzo Inela Selimović, 2018-04-09 This book studies the intimate tensions between
affect and emotions as terrains of sociopolitical significance in the cinema of Lucrecia Martel,
Albertina Carri, and Lucía Puenzo. Such tensions, Selimović argues, result in “affective moments”
that relate to the films’ core arguments. They also signal these filmmakers’ novel insights on
complex manifestations of memory, desire, and violence. The chapters explore how the presence of
pronounced—but reticent—affect complicates emotional bonding in the everydayness depicted in
these films. By bringing out moments of affect in these filmmakers’ diegetic worlds, this book traces
the ways in which subtle foci on gender, class, race, and sexuality correlate in these Argentine
women’s films.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Teaching Gender through Latin
American, Latino, and Iberian Texts and Cultures Leila Gómez, Asunción Horno-Delgado, Mary K.
Long, Núria Silleras-Fernández, 2015-06-25 Teaching Gender through Latin American, Latino, and
Iberian Texts and Cultures provides a dynamic exploration of the subject of teaching gender and
feminism through the fundamental corpus encompassing Latin American, Iberian and Latino authors
and cultures from the Middle Ages to the 21st century. The four editors have created a collaborative
forum for both experienced and new voices to share multiple theoretical and practical approaches to
the topic. The volume is the first to bring so many areas of study and perspectives together and will
serve as a tool for reassessing what it means to teach gender in our fields while providing
theoretical and concrete examples of pedagogical strategies, case studies relating to in-class
experiences, and suggestions for approaching gender issues that readers can experiment with in
their own classrooms. The book will engage students and educators around the topic of gender
within the fields of Latin American, Latino and Iberian studies, Gender and Women’s studies,
Cultural Studies, English, Education, Comparative Literature, Ethnic studies and Language and
Culture for Specific Purposes within Higher Education programs. “Teaching Gender through Latin
American, Latino, and Iberian Texts and Cultures makes a compelling case for the central role of
feminist inquiry in higher education today ... Startlingly honest and deeply informed, the essays lead
us through classroom experiences in a wide variety of institutional and disciplinary settings. Read
together, these essays articulate a vision for twenty-first century feminist pedagogies that embrace a
rich diversity of theory, methodology, and modality.” – Lisa Vollendorf, Professor of Spanish and
Dean of Humanities and the Arts, San José State University. Author of The Lives of Women: A New
History of Inquisitional Spain “What is it like to teach feminism and gender through Latin American,
Iberian, and Latino texts? This rich collection of texts ... provides a series of insightful and
exhaustive answers to this question ... An essential book for teachers of Latin American, Iberian and
Latino/a texts, this volume will also spark new debates among scholars in Gender Studies.” – Mónica
Szurmuk, Researcher at the National Scientific and Technical Research Council of Argentina. Author
of Mujeres en viaje and co-editor of the Cambridge History of Latin American Women’s Literature
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Women Writing Women Teresa Cajiao
Salas, Margarita Vargas, 1997-02-13 Translations of eight plays by acclaimed women playwrights:
Isidora Aguirre (Chile), Sabina Berman (Mexico), Myrna Casas (Puerto Rico), Teresa Marichal
(Puerto Rico), Diana Raznovich (Argentina), Mariela Romero (Venezuela), Beatriz Seibel (Argentina),

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/between-civilization-barbarism-francine-masiello.pdf


an
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Race and Nation in Modern Latin
America Nancy P. Appelbaum, Anne S. Macpherson, Karin Alejandra Rosemblatt, 2003-11-20 This
collection brings together innovative historical work on race and national identity in Latin America
and the Caribbean and places this scholarship in the context of interdisciplinary and transnational
discussions regarding race and nation in the Americas. Moving beyond debates about whether
ideologies of racial democracy have actually served to obscure discrimination, the book shows how
notions of race and nationhood have varied over time across Latin America's political landscapes.
Framing the themes and questions explored in the volume, the editors' introduction also provides an
overview of the current state of the interdisciplinary literature on race and nation-state formation.
Essays on the postindependence period in Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, and Peru
consider how popular and elite racial constructs have developed in relation to one another and to
processes of nation building. Contributors also examine how ideas regarding racial and national
identities have been gendered and ask how racialized constructions of nationhood have shaped and
limited the citizenship rights of subordinated groups. The contributors are Sueann Caulfield, Sarah
C. Chambers, Lillian Guerra, Anne S. Macpherson, Aims McGuinness, Gerardo Renique, James
Sanders, Alexandra Minna Stern, and Barbara Weinstein.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Latin-American Women Writers Myriam
Yvonne Jehenson, 1995-01-01 This book describes how Latin-American women writers of all classes,
from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present, ironize masculinist, classicist, and racist
cliches in their narratives.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Syncing the Americas Ryan Anthony
Spangler, Georg Michael Schwarzmann, 2017-12-18 The essays in this collection reflect two of
Martí’s key observations during his time in the United States: first, how did he, an exile living in
New York, view and read his North American neighbors from a sociocultural, political and literary
perspective? Second, how did his perception of the modern nation impact his own concepts of race,
capital punishment, poetics, and nation building for Cuba? The overarching endeavor of this project
is to view and read Martí with the same critical or modern eye with which he viewed and read Spain,
Cuba, Latin America and the United States. This volume, combining many of the most relevant
experts in the field of Martí studies, attempts to answer those questions. It hopes to broaden the
understanding and extend the influence of one of Americas’ (speaking of the collective Americas)
most prolific and important writers, particularly within the very nation where his chronicles, poetry,
and journalism were written. In spite of the political differences still separating Cuba and the United
States, understanding Martí's relevancy is crucial to bridging the gap between these nations.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: This Small City Will be a Mexican
Paradise Michael J. González, 2005 Gonzalez describes how the residents of Mexican Los Angeles
adjusted to life in provincial California.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: The Girondins of Chile Benjamín
Vicuña Mackenna, 2003 When the news of the fall of Philippe d'Orleans and the subsequent
installation of the Second Republic reached Chile, there was an explosion of jubilation in Santiago.
Now there were no barriers to ideas, Vicuna Mackenna wrote, much less to the generous ideas
proclaimed by the sincere people of France. But it only took a few days for warnings and critiques of
French events to surface, and when a proletarian revolution took place in June in France, Chilean
public opinion became virulently anti-revolutionary. Except, of course, among the liberal youth, the
Chilean Girondins, who were headed towards revolution - and sooner than anyone thought..
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Anything But Novel Jennie Irene Daniels,
2023-11-08 The first in-depth study in English to analyze post-utopian historical novels written
during and in the wake of brutal Latin American dictatorships and authoritarian regimes During
neoliberal reforms in the 1980s and 1990s, murder, repression, and exile had reduced the number of
intellectuals and Leftists, and many succumbed to or were coopted by market forces and ideologies.
The opposition to the economic violence of neoliberal projects lacked a united front, and feasible



alternatives to the contemporary order no longer seemed to exist. In this context, some Latin
American literary intellectuals penned post-utopian historical novels as a means to reconstruct
memory of significant moments in national history. Through the distortion and superimposition of
distinct genres within the narratives, authors of post-utopian historical novels incorporated literary,
cultural, and political traditions to expose contemporary challenges that were rooted in unresolved
past conflicts. In Anything but Novel, Jennie Irene Daniels closely examines four post-utopian
novels—César Aira’s Ema, la cautiva, Rubem Fonseca’s O Selvagem da Ópera, José Miguel Varas’s
El correo de Bagdad, and Santiago Páez’s Crónicas del Breve Reino—to make their contributions
more accessible and to synthesize and highlight the literary and social interventions they make.
Although the countries the novels focus on (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Ecuador) differ widely in
politics, regime changes, historical precedents, geography, and demographics, the development of a
shared subgenre among the literary elite suggests a common experience and interpretation of
contemporary events across Latin America. These novels complement one another, extending shared
themes and critiques. Daniels argues the novels demonstrate that alternatives exist to neoliberalism
even in times when it appears there are none. Another contribution of these novels is their
repositioning of the Latin American literary intellectuals who have advocated for the marginalized in
their societies. Their work has opened new avenues and developed previous lines of research in
feminist, queer, and ethnic studies and for nonwhite, nonmale writers.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Mean Woman Alicia Borinsky,
1993-01-01 What is a woman to do? Mean Woman raises and answers the question time and again.
The female characters in the novel rule countries, are oppressed, and rise again individually and in
groups. Shifting scenes of Latin American politics are evoked in kaleidoscopic play. Swaggering
heroines of tango, the Argentines Eva and Isabelita Perón, the itinerant Filipina Imelda Marcos, and
their male consorts may be glimpsed in a vision whose sustained humor dazzles us with the
conundrums of violence, machismo, and exile.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Onetti and Others Gustavo San Roman,
1999-06-24 International scholars explore the connections between Juan Carlos Onetti, one of the
foundational figures of the 1960s Boom in Latin American literature, and other relevant writers and
texts from Latin America and beyond. The essays reflect a range of perspectives, including influence,
intertextuality, and gender studies (representation, feminism, masculinity), and focus on topics as
diverse as urban settings, prostitution, male fights, and fat and thin characters. This interplay
results in a complex and refined picture of an author who from the beginning of the present decade
has attracted much attention from academics, the media, and translators. [Contributors include
Steven Boldy, Peter Bush, Linda Craig, Sabine Giersberg, Paul Jordan, Mark I. Millington, María
Rosa Olivera-Williams, Hilary Owen, Gustavo San Román, Donald L. Shaw, Philip Swanson, and
Peter Turton.]
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: The Hispanic World and American
Intellectual Life, 1820–1880 I. Jaksic, 2012-01-14 This book examines why several American literary
and intellectual icons became pioneering scholars of the Hispanic world after Independence and the
War 1812. At this crucial time for the young republic, these gifted Americans found inspiration in an
unlikely place: the collapsing Spanish empire and used it to shape their own country's identity.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Media Laboratories Sarah Ann Wells,
2017-02-15 Winner, LASA Best Book Published in 2017, Southern Cone Section, Humanities
category Media Laboratories explores a pivotal time for South American literature of the 1930s and
’40s. Cinema, radio, and the typewriter, once seen as promising catalysts for new kinds of writing,
began to be challenged by authors, workers, and the public. What happens when media no longer
seem novel and potentially democratic but rather consolidated and dominant? Moving among
authors from Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay, and among the genres of fiction, the essay, popular
journalism, and experimental little magazines, Sarah Ann Wells shows how writers on the periphery
of global modernity were fashioning alternative approaches to these media. Analyzing authors such
as Clarice Lispector, Jorge Luis Borges, and Felisberto Hernández, along with their lesser-known



contemporaries, Media Laboratories casts a wide net: from spectators of Hollywood and Soviet
montage films, to inventors of imaginary media, to proletarian typists who embodied the
machine-human encounters of the period. The text navigates contemporary scholarly and popular
debates about the relationship of literature to technological innovation, media archaeology, sound
studies, populism, and global modernisms. Ultimately, Wells underscores a question that remains
relevant: what possibilities emerge when the enthusiasm for new media has been replaced by
anxiety over their potentially pernicious effects in a globalizing, yet vastly unequal, world?
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Immigration and Acculturation in
Brazil and Argentina M. Bletz, 2016-02-05 An exploration of questions of nationality in Brazil and
Argentina, at the time when the cities were flooded with impoverished European immigrants. The
author argues that processes of representation and identity formation between national and
immigrant groups have to be examined within the historical context of the host nations.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Critical Passions Jean Franco, 1999 The
author, one of the most influential Latin Americanists in the US, has published a number of books,
but none display the importance of her work in literary criticism, cultural studies and marxist and
feminist theory as successfully as this collection o
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Wollstonecraft, Mill, and Women's Human
Rights Eileen Hunt Botting, 2016-01-01 A novel and important argument that the articulation of
women’s rights was a necessary prerequisite to the development of a coherent and universal theory
of human rights. This title was made Open Access by libraries from around the world through
Knowledge Unlatched.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Literary Culture and U.S. Imperialism
John Carlos Rowe, 2000 John Carlos Rowe, considered one of the most eminent and progressive
critics of American literature, has in recent years become instrumental in shaping the path of
American studies. His latest book examines literary responses to U.S. imperialism from the late
eighteenth century to the 1940s. Interpreting texts by Charles Brockden Brown, Poe, Melville, John
Rollin Ridge, Twain, Henry Adams, Stephen Crane, W. E. B Du Bois, John Neihardt, Nick Black Elk,
and Zora Neale Hurston, Rowe argues that U.S. literature has a long tradition of responding
critically or contributing to our imperialist ventures. Following in the critical footsteps of Richard
Slotkin and Edward Said, Literary Culture and U.S. Imperialism is particularly innovative in taking
account of the public and cultural response to imperialism. In this sense it could not be more
relevant to what is happening in the scholarship, and should be vital reading for scholars and
students of American literature and culture.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: The Decline and Fall of the Lettered
City Jean Franco, 2002-06-24 The cultural Cold War in Latin America was waged as a war of values.
This book charts the conflicting universals of this period, the clash between avant-garde and political
vanguard.
  between civilization barbarism francine masiello: Couture and Consensus Regina A. Root,
2010 Following Argentina’s revolution in 1810, the dress of young patriots inspired a nation and
distanced its politics from the relics of Spanish colonialism. Fashion writing often escaped the notice
of authorities, allowing authors to masquerade political ideas under the guise of frivolity and
entertainment. In Couture and Consensus, Regina A. Root maps this pivotal and overlooked facet of
Argentine cultural history, showing how politics emerged from dress to disrupt authoritarian
practices and stimulate creativity in a newly independent nation.Drawing from genres as diverse as
fiction, poetry, songs, and fashion magazines, Root offers a sartorial history that produces an
original understanding of how Argentina forged its identity during the regime of Juan Manuel de
Rosas (1829–1852), a critical historical time. Couture and Consensus closely analyzes military
uniforms, women’s dress, and the novels of the era to reveal fashion’s role in advancing an agenda
and disseminating political goals, notions Root connects to the contemporary moment.An insightful
presentation of the discourse of fashion, Couture and Consensus also paints a riveting portrait of
Argentine society in the nineteenth century—its politics, people, and creative forces.
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