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American Horizons: US History in a Global Context

american horizons us history in a global context invites us to explore the intricate ways in which
the United States has developed not only as a nation but as a pivotal player on the world stage.
Understanding American history through this wider lens enriches our perspective, revealing how
interconnected events, cultures, and policies have shaped the course of the country’s evolution. It
challenges us to look beyond borders and consider the global forces that influenced America’s
identity, economy, and politics over the centuries.

Reframing US History: Why a Global Context Matters

Often, American history is taught as a standalone narrative focused primarily on internal
developments—colonial beginnings, the Revolution, westward expansion, and civil rights milestones.
While these stories are crucial, placing them in a global context helps us appreciate the broader
dynamics at play. For example, the American Revolution was not just a local rebellion but part of a
larger wave of Enlightenment-inspired revolutions worldwide. Similarly, the industrial growth of the
United States cannot be fully understood without recognizing the international trade networks and
immigrant labor that fueled it.

Viewing American history through global eyes allows us to:

- Recognize the influence of European powers on early colonial America.

- Understand the economic and diplomatic ties that shaped foreign policy decisions.

- Appreciate how global conflicts, like the World Wars, molded domestic social change.
- See the role of America in decolonization, globalization, and the Cold War.

Colonial Foundations and Transatlantic Connections

European Rivalries and the Making of America

The early American colonies were deeply entwined with European political and economic rivalries.
Spain, France, Britain, and the Netherlands competed for control of North America, each bringing their
cultures, religions, and governance styles. This competition influenced settlement patterns,
indigenous relations, and trade routes. The Atlantic World—an interconnected system involving
Europe, Africa, and the Americas—shaped the flow of goods, people, and ideas, including the tragic
transatlantic slave trade.



The Impact of Global Trade and Migration

Colonial economies thrived on global trade networks. Raw materials like tobacco, cotton, and sugar
were exported to Europe, while manufactured goods, enslaved Africans, and migrants moved across
the Atlantic. This exchange didn’t just affect the economy; it transformed societies. For instance, the
influx of diverse peoples helped create a multicultural foundation in America, while the reliance on
enslaved labor sowed deep social divisions that would erupt centuries later.

The American Revolution: A Global Struggle

The fight for independence wasn’t an isolated event. It resonated worldwide, inspiring and being
influenced by other struggles. France’s support for the American colonies was motivated by its own
rivalry with Britain, and the success of the revolution encouraged independence movements in Latin
America and beyond.

International Alliances and Diplomacy

The American leaders understood that securing foreign alliances was crucial. Benjamin Franklin’s
diplomacy in Paris is a prime example of how global politics played a role in American success. The
Treaty of Paris (1783) that ended the war not only recognized American independence but also
reshaped colonial possessions in North America, affecting European balance of power.

Expansion, Industrialization, and Global Connections

Manifest Destiny in a Global Frame

The 19th-century belief in Manifest Destiny, or the idea that the US was destined to expand across the
continent, was influenced by global trends in imperialism and nationalism. While the US focused on
continental expansion, European powers were carving out empires worldwide. The acquisition of
territories like Alaska and Hawaii, and later overseas possessions, showed America’s growing interest
in joining the ranks of global powers.

The Industrial Revolution and Immigration

America’s rapid industrialization was part of a broader global transformation. Innovations in
technology, transportation, and communication linked the US economy more tightly with Europe and
Asia. Immigrants from Ireland, Germany, Italy, and China brought skills and cultures that enriched
American society but also faced discrimination and social challenges. The global flow of people and
capital during this period was a defining feature of American development.



America on the World Stage: The 20th Century

World Wars and Shifting Power Dynamics

The two World Wars marked turning points in American history and its global role. Initially adopting
isolationist policies, the US was eventually drawn into these conflicts, which expanded its military and
economic influence. After World War Il, America emerged as a superpower, shaping international
institutions like the United Nations and the Bretton Woods financial system.

The Cold War and Global Ideological Struggles

The ideological battle between the US and the Soviet Union framed much of the latter half of the 20th
century. This global contest influenced American foreign policy, military engagements, and domestic
policies. The Korean and Vietham Wars, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the space race were all arenas
where US history intersected with global events, reflecting the interconnected nature of modern
geopolitics.

Contemporary Reflections: Globalization and American
Identity

Today, American history cannot be separated from global trends such as globalization, migration, and
digital communication. Issues like climate change, international trade agreements, and cultural
exchange continue to shape the nation’s trajectory. Understanding American horizons in a global
context helps us make sense of challenges and opportunities alike.

Immigration and Cultural Exchange

The United States remains a nation of immigrants, and global migration patterns profoundly influence
its demographics and culture. From early European settlers to 21st-century arrivals from Asia, Latin
America, and Africa, these waves have continuously redefined what it means to be American.
Exploring these stories in a global framework highlights shared human experiences and the ongoing
dialogue between nations.

Economic Interdependence and Innovation

The US economy is deeply woven into networks of international trade, investment, and technology.
Understanding the historical roots of this interdependence helps explain current debates on
globalization, labor, and economic policy. Innovation hubs like Silicon Valley are not just American
successes but global centers of creativity, reflecting the ongoing exchange of ideas worldwide.



American horizons us history in a global context reveals a rich tapestry of influences and interactions
that have shaped the nation. By embracing this broader view, we gain a deeper appreciation for the
complexities of American history and the ways in which the US continues to evolve as part of a
dynamic, interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'American Horizons: U.S. History in
a Global Context'?

‘American Horizons: U.S. History in a Global Context' focuses on U.S. history by placing it within a
broader global context, highlighting the interconnectedness of American events and global
developments.

How does 'American Horizons' differ from traditional U.S.
history textbooks?

'American Horizons' differs by integrating global perspectives throughout the narrative, rather than
treating U.S. history as isolated, thereby emphasizing international influences and America's role in
the world.

Who are the authors of 'American Horizons: U.S. History in a
Global Context'?

The textbook is authored by Sean Wilentz, Michael Schaller, and Sarah Deutsch, among others, who
are respected historians specializing in American and global history.

Why is it important to study U.S. history in a global context as
presented in ‘American Horizons'?

Studying U.S. history in a global context reveals how international events shaped America’s
development and how the U.S. influenced global affairs, providing a more comprehensive
understanding of history.

What time periods does 'American Horizons' cover in its
historical narrative?

'‘American Horizons' covers U.S. history from pre-Columbian times through the 21st century,
incorporating global events relevant to each period.

Does 'American Horizons' include perspectives of indigenous
peoples and other marginalized groups?

Yes, the textbook incorporates diverse perspectives, including those of indigenous peoples, African
Americans, immigrants, and other marginalized groups, to provide a more inclusive historical account.



How does 'American Horizons' approach the topic of U.S.
foreign policy?

'‘American Horizons' examines U.S. foreign policy within global contexts, analyzing how international
dynamics influenced American decisions and how those policies affected the world.

Are there any digital or online resources that accompany
'‘American Horizons'?

Yes, the textbook often comes with digital resources such as an interactive eBook, primary source
databases, and online quizzes to enhance student engagement and learning.

How can educators benefit from using 'American Horizons:
U.S. History in a Global Context' in their curriculum?

Educators benefit by having access to a comprehensive, globally focused curriculum that encourages
critical thinking about America's role in world history and fosters a more nuanced understanding
among students.

Additional Resources

American Horizons: US History in a Global Context

american horizons us history in a global context serves as a compelling framework to
understand the United States not merely as an isolated entity but as a dynamic participant in
worldwide historical processes. This perspective challenges traditional narratives that often confine
US history within national borders, instead illuminating how American developments have both
influenced and been influenced by global events, movements, and ideologies. As scholars and
educators increasingly emphasize transnational connections, the study of American history through
this expansive lens reveals deeper insights into the formation of the modern world.

Reframing American History Beyond Borders

The concept of viewing US history in a global context has gained traction in academic circles,
prompted by the recognition that the nation’s growth, identity, and policies have never existed in a
vacuum. From early colonial encounters with European powers and indigenous nations to the United
States’ pivotal role in 20th-century global conflicts, the country’s narrative intersects with broader
international currents.

Traditionally, American history courses focused heavily on domestic political developments, economic
growth, and social movements. However, this inward-looking approach often overlooks how external
forces shaped these internal dynamics. For example, the American Revolution was not just a fight for
independence but part of a larger Atlantic struggle involving British imperial ambitions, Enlightenment
ideas circulating across Europe, and colonial resistance movements worldwide.



Global Influences on American Political and Social Movements

The exchange of ideas and people across continents significantly impacted American political thought
and social reform movements. The abolitionist movement in the US, for instance, drew inspiration
from and contributed to global anti-slavery campaigns. Similarly, immigrant communities brought
diverse cultural perspectives that shaped American society and politics.

Moreover, the United States’ expansionist policies in the 19th and early 20th centuries cannot be fully
understood without considering the global context of imperialism and colonial competition. The
Spanish-American War, often framed domestically as a moment of American ascendancy, was part of
a broader scramble for empire by European powers. This period highlights how US foreign policy was
intertwined with global geopolitical strategies.

The Role of American Horizons in Education

Educational initiatives like the "American Horizons" curriculum emphasize the importance of
integrating a global perspective into US history teaching. This approach encourages students to
analyze how American experiences relate to global patterns such as migration, trade, war, and
cultural exchange.

By incorporating global contexts, educators aim to develop a more nuanced understanding of history
that prepares students to engage with contemporary international issues. The inclusion of diverse
voices and perspectives challenges the dominant Eurocentric narratives and promotes critical
thinking about power, identity, and justice.

Features of a Global Context Curriculum

¢ Interconnected Timelines: Situating US events alongside significant global happenings to
highlight parallels and contrasts.

e Comparative Analysis: Encouraging examination of similar developments in different regions
to identify shared causes and consequences.

e Multidisciplinary Sources: Utilizing international documents, literature, and media to enrich
historical understanding.

 Emphasis on Transnational Movements: Studying how ideas, goods, and people crossed
borders and influenced societies.

This pedagogical shift reflects broader trends in historiography that favor complexity over simplified
national narratives, resulting in a richer, more inclusive portrayal of US history.



American History Interwoven with Global Crises and
Transformations

The 20th century exemplifies the inseparability of American history from global developments. The
World Wars, the Cold War, decolonization, and globalization all shaped and were shaped by the United
States’ actions and policies.

World War | and II: Catalysts for Change

The US entry into World War | marked a significant turning point, signaling a transition from
isolationism to active participation in global affairs. The war accelerated domestic social changes,
including the Great Migration of African Americans to Northern cities and the expansion of women'’s
roles in the workforce.

World War Il further solidified America’s international leadership role. The war effort mobilized the
economy and society on an unprecedented scale and set the stage for the US to become a
superpower. Postwar institutions like the United Nations and Bretton Woods financial systems were
largely shaped by American ideals, reflecting a vision of global order that linked US interests with
worldwide stability.

Cold War and Global Ideological Struggles

The ideological contest between the US and the Soviet Union unfolded across multiple continents,
impacting nations in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. American foreign policy decisions during the Cold
War were driven by global considerations such as containing communism and securing strategic
alliances.

This era illustrates how domestic policies were influenced by international pressures. For example,
civil rights advancements in the US were partially motivated by the need to present an image of
democracy and equality in competition with the Soviet Union on the world stage. The interplay
between internal reform and external diplomacy underscores the inseparability of American history
from global dynamics.

Challenges and Critiques of a Global Approach

While integrating global perspectives enriches the study of US history, it also presents challenges.
Critics argue that an excessive focus on external influences can dilute the specificity of American
experiences and undermine national narratives that foster unity and identity.

Furthermore, balancing global and local scales requires careful selection of topics and themes to
avoid overwhelming students or readers. There is also the risk of imposing present-day global
frameworks onto past events, potentially leading to anachronistic interpretations.



Despite these concerns, the advantages of a global context approach — including promoting critical
thinking, inclusivity, and relevance — often outweigh the drawbacks when applied thoughtfully.

Pros and Cons of the Global Context in US History

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Encourages multidimensional analysis and understanding.

o

Highlights interconnectedness and mutual influences.

[¢]

Promotes empathy by including diverse perspectives.

[¢]

Prepares learners for global citizenship.

e Cons:
o Potentially dilutes focus on national specifics.
o May complicate chronological clarity.

o Requires extensive resources and expertise.

American Horizons and the Future of Historical Inquiry

The evolving nature of historical scholarship suggests that the study of US history in a global context
will continue to expand and deepen. Digital archives, transnational research networks, and
interdisciplinary methodologies offer new opportunities to uncover connections previously overlooked.

As globalization accelerates, understanding America’s past within a global framework becomes
increasingly vital. This approach not only enriches historical knowledge but also fosters a more
informed citizenry capable of navigating complex international realities.

In this light, "american horizons us history in a global context" emerges not only as an academic
endeavor but as a crucial lens for interpreting America’s role in the past, present, and future world
stage.



American Horizons Us History In A Global Context

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
Janette Thomas Greenwood, Andrew Kirk, Sarah J. Purcell, Aaron Charles Sheehan-Dean, Christina
Snyder, 2017-09-15 U.S. history is increasingly perceived, interpreted, and taught as part of a global
historical experience. The mutual influence of change - of global forces entering the United States
and of American ideas, goods, and people moving out through the world - has been a consistent
feature sincethe 16th century. Although most Americans today are aware that their influence is felt
abroad and are increasingly aware of the influence of events abroad on their own lives, they tend to
think of these as recent developments. In fact, those earliest exchanges of beliefs and products some
500 yearsago established a pattern of interaction that continues today.American Horizons tells the
story of the United States by exploring this exchange on a global scale and placing it at the center of
that story. By doing so, the authors provide a different perspective on the history of the United
States, one that they hope broadens the horizons of those who readtheir work and are ever mindful
of the global forces that increasingly and profoundly shape their lives. At the same time, American
Horizons considers those ways in which U.S. inlfuence reshaped their lives and experiences of
people of other nations.American Horizons presents an opportunity to view the nation's history as
more than a mere sequence of events for students to memorize. Although adhering to the familiar
chronological organization of the U.S. History course, their narrative style and structure provide the
flexibility of shiftingemphasis from time to time to the global aspects of American history. Although
the story of the United States is always at the center, that story is told through the movement of
people, goods, and ideas into, within, or out of the United States.

american horizons us history in a global context: Reading American Horizons Michael
Schaller, 2012

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons, Concise Michael
Schaller, 2012-03-15 American Horizons is the only U.S. History survey text that presents the
traditional narrative in a global context. The seven-author team uses the frequent movement of
people, goods, and ideas into, out of, and within America's borders as a framework. This unique
approach provides a fully integrated global perspective that seamlessly contextualizes American
events within the wider world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their specialties, use their
individual strengths to provide students with a balanced and inclusive account of U.S. history.
Presented in two volumes for maximum flexibility, American Horizons illustrates the relevance of
U.S. history to American students by centering on the matrix of issues that dominate their lives.
These touchstone themes include population movements and growth, the evolving definition of
citizenship, cultural change and continuity, people's relationship to and impact upon the
environment, political and ideological contests and their consequences, and Americans' five
centuries of engagement with regional, national, and global institutions, forces, and events. In
addition, this beautifully designed, full-color book features hundreds of photos and images and more
than one hundred maps. American Horizons contains ample pedagogy, including: * America in the
World, visual guides to the key interactions between America and the world * Global Passages,
which feature unique stories connecting America to the world * Visual Reviews providing
post-reading summaries to help students to connect key themes or events within a chapter * Maps
and Infographics that explore essential themes in new ways The concise version of American
Horizons has: * 10% fewer words than the comprehensive * 35% fewer images than the
comprehensive * More compact size and design than the comprehensive

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
2012 American Horizons is the only U.S. History survey text that presents the traditional narrative
in a global context. The seven-author team uses the frequent movement of people, goods, and ideas
into, out of, and within America's borders as a framework. This unique approach provides a fully
integrated global perspective that seamlessly contextualizes American events within the wider


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/american-horizons-us-history-in-a-global-context.pdf

world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their specialties, use their individual strengths to
provide students with a balanced and inclusive account of U.S. history. Presented in two volumes for
maximum flexibility, American Horizons illustrates the relevance of U.S. history to American
students by centering on the matrix of issues that dominate their lives. These touchstone themes
include population movements and growth, the evolving definition of citizenship, cultural change
and continuity, people's relationship to and impact upon the environment, political and ideological
contests and their consequences, and Americans' five centuries of engagement with regional,
national, and global institutions, forces, and events. In addition, this beautifully designed, full-color
book features hundreds of photos and images and more than one hundred maps. American Horizons
contains ample pedagogy, including: * America in the World, visual guides to the key interactions
between America and the world * Global Passages, which feature unique stories connecting America
to the world * Visual Reviews providing post-reading summaries to help students to connect key
themes or events within a chapter * Maps and Infographics that explore essential themes in new
ways

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
Janette Thomas Greenwood, Andrew G. Kirk, Sarah J. Purcell, Aaron Charles Sheehan-Dean,
Christina Snyder, 2018

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller, Of
Arts and Sciences Professor of Distinction of History and International Affairs Robert Schulzinger,
John Bezis-Selfa, Associate Professor and Chair Department of History Janette Thomas Greenwood,
Associate Professor of History Andrew Kirk, Associate Professor of History and the Director of the
Rosenfield Program Sarah ] Purcell, Eberly Professor of Civil War Studies Aaron Sheehan-Dean,
2014-11-14 American Horizons, Second Edition, is the only U.S. History survey text that presents the
traditional narrative in a global context. The authors use the frequent movement of people, goods,
and ideas into, out of, and within America's borders as a framework. This unique approach provides
a fully integrated global perspective that seamlessly contextualizes American events within the
wider world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their specialties, use their individual strengths to
provide students with a balanced and inclusive account of U.S. history. Presented in two volumes for
maximum flexibility, American Horizons, Second Edition, illustrates the relevance of U.S. history to
American students by centering on the matrix of issues that dominate their lives. These touchstone
themes include population movements and growth, the evolving definition of citizenship, cultural
change and continuity, people's relationship to and impact upon the environment, political and
ideological contests and their consequences, and Americans' five centuries of engagement with
regional, national, and global institutions, forces, and events. In addition, this beautifully designed,
full-color book features hundreds of photos and images and more than 100 maps.

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
Robert D. Schulzinger, John Bezis-Selfa, Janette Thomas Greenwood, Andrew Kirk, Sarah J. Purcell,
Aaron Charles Sheehan-Dean, 2014-12-23 American Horizons, Second Edition, is the only U.S.
History survey text that presents the traditional narrative in a global context. The authors use the
frequent movement of people, goods, and ideas into, out of, and within America's borders as a
framework. This unique approach provides a fully integrated global perspective that seamlessly
contextualizes American events within the wider world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their
specialties, use their individual strengths to provide students with a balanced and inclusive account
of U.S. history. Presented in two volumes for maximum flexibility, American Horizons, Second
Edition, illustrates the relevance of U.S. history to American students by centering on the matrix of
issues that dominate their lives. These touchstone themes include population movements and
growth, the evolving definition of citizenship, cultural change and continuity, people's relationship to
and impact upon the environment, political and ideological contests and their consequences, and
Americans' five centuries of engagement with regional, national, and global institutions, forces, and
events. In addition, this beautifully designed, full-color book features hundreds of photos and images
and more than 100 maps.




american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons , 2013

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons: Since 1865 Michael
Schaller, 2013 American Horizons is the only U.S. History survey text that presents the traditional
narrative in a global context. The seven-author team uses the frequent movement of people, goods,
and ideas into, out of, and within America's borders as a framework. This unique approach provides
a fully integrated global perspective that seamlessly contextualizes American events within the
wider world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their specialties, use their individual strengths to
provide students with a balanced and inclusive account of U.S. history. Presented in two volumes for
maximum flexibility, American Horizons illustrates the relevance of U.S. history to American
students by centering on the matrix of issues that dominate their lives. These touchstone themes
include population movements and growth, the evolving definition of citizenship, cultural change
and continuity, people's relationship to and impact upon the environment, political and ideological
contests and their consequences, and Americans' five centuries of engagement with regional,
national, and global institutions, forces, and events. In addition, this beautifully designed, full-color
book features hundreds of photos and images and more than one hundred maps. American Horizons
contains ample pedagogy, including: * America in the World, visual guides to the key interactions
between America and the world * Global Passages, which feature unique stories connecting America
to the world * Visual Reviews providing post-reading summaries to help students to connect key
themes or events within a chapter * Maps and Infographics that explore essential themes in new
ways

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller, Of
Arts and Sciences Professor of Distinction of History and International Affairs Robert Schulzinger,
John Bezis-Selfa, Associate Professor and Chair Department of History Janette Thomas Greenwood,
Associate Professor of History Andrew Kirk, Associate Professor of History and the Director of the
Rosenfield Program Sarah ] Purcell, Eberly Professor of Civil War Studies Aaron Sheehan-Dean,
2015-01-28 American Horizons, Second Edition, is the only U.S. History survey text that presents the
traditional narrative in a global context. The authors use the frequent movement of people, goods,
and ideas into, out of, and within America's borders as a framework. This unique approach provides
a fully integrated global perspective that seamlessly contextualizes American events within the
wider world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their specialties, use their individual strengths to
provide students with a balanced and inclusive account of U.S. history. Presented in two volumes for
maximum flexibility, American Horizons, Second Edition, illustrates the relevance of U.S. history to
American students by centering on the matrix of issues that dominate their lives. These touchstone
themes include population movements and growth, the evolving definition of citizenship, cultural
change and continuity, people's relationship to and impact upon the environment, political and
ideological contests and their consequences, and Americans' five centuries of engagement with
regional, national, and global institutions, forces, and events. In addition, this beautifully designed,
full-color book features hundreds of photos and images and more than 100 maps.

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
2025 American Horizons presents an opportunity to view the nation's history as more than a mere
sequence of events for students to memorize. Although adhering to a familiar chronological
organization, its narrative style and structure provide the flexibility of shifting emphasis from time to
time to the global aspects of American history. Although the story of the United States is always at
the center, that story is told through the movement of people, goods, and ideas into, within, or out of
the United States. This unique approach provides a fully integrated global perspective that
seamlessly contextualizes American events within the wider world.

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons: To 1877 Michael
Schaller, 2012-03 American Horizons is the only U.S. History survey text that presents the
traditional narrative in a global context. The seven-author team uses the frequent movement of
people, goods, and ideas into, out of, and within America's borders as a framework. This unique
approach provides a fully integrated global perspective that seamlessly contextualizes American




events within the wider world. The authors, all acclaimed scholars in their specialties, use their
individual strengths to provide students with a balanced and inclusive account of U.S. history.
Presented in two volumes for maximum flexibility, American Horizons illustrates the relevance of
U.S. history to American students by centering on the matrix of issues that dominate their lives.
These touchstone themes include population movements and growth, the evolving definition of
citizenship, cultural change and continuity, people's relationship to and impact upon the
environment, political and ideological contests and their consequences, and Americans' five
centuries of engagement with regional, national, and global institutions, forces, and events. In
addition, this beautifully designed, full-color book features hundreds of photos and images and more
than one hundred maps. American Horizons contains ample pedagogy, including: * America in the
World, visual guides to the key interactions between America and the world * Global Passages,
which feature unique stories connecting America to the world * Visual Reviews providing
post-reading summaries to help students to connect key themes or events within a chapter * Maps
and Infographics that explore essential themes in new ways

american horizons us history in a global context: Reading American Horizons , 2012

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
Robert Schulzinger, Janette Thomas Greenwood, Andrew Kirk, Sarah J. Purcell, Aaron
Sheehan-Dean, Christina Snyder, John Bezis-Selfa, 2017-09-15 U.S. history is increasingly perceived,
interpreted, and taught as part of a global historical experience. The mutual influence of change - of
global forces entering the United States and of American ideas, goods, and people moving out
through the world - has been a consistent feature sincethe 16th century. Although most Americans
today are aware that their influence is felt abroad and are increasingly aware of the influence of
events abroad on their own lives, they tend to think of these as recent developments. In fact, those
earliest exchanges of beliefs and products some 500 yearsago established a pattern of interaction
that continues today.American Horizons tells the story of the United States by exploring this
exchange on a global scale and placing it at the center of that story. By doing so, the authors provide
a different perspective on the history of the United States, one that they hope broadens the horizons
of those who readtheir work and are ever mindful of the global forces that increasingly and
profoundly shape their lives. At the same time, American Horizons considers those ways in which
U.S. inlfuence reshaped their lives and experiences of people of other nations.American Horizons
presents an opportunity to view the nation's history as more than a mere sequence of events for
students to memorize. Although adhering to the familiar chronological organization of the U.S.
History course, their narrative style and structure provide the flexibility of shiftingemphasis from
time to time to the global aspects of American history. Although the story of the United States is
always at the center, that story is told through the movement of people, goods, and ideas into,
within, or out of the United States.

american horizons us history in a global context: Reading American Horizons Michael
Schaller, Janette Thomas Greenwood, Andrew Kirk, Sarah ]. Purcell, Aaron Sheehan-Dean, Christina
Snyder, 2020-09-11 A higher education primary source book to accompany American Horizons: U.S.
History in a Global Context, fourth edition.--

american horizons us history in a global context: Reading American Horizons Michael
Schaller, Aaron Sheehan-Dean, Sarah Purcell, 2017-09-14 A two-volume primary source collection,
expertly edited by the authors of American Horizons, provides a diverse set of documents that
situate U.S. History within a global context. Covering political, social, and cultural history, the
nearly 200 selections--including many visual documents--will spark discussion in the classroom and
give students a deeper understanding of America's history. Reading American Horizons includes
solid pedagogy to make the documents more accessible to students.

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
2012

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
2025 American Horizons offers students in American history courses the opportunity to put that




story in a global context. For more than 500 years, North America has been part of a global network
centered on the exchange of peoples, goods, and ideas. Human migrations-sometimes freely,
sometimes forced-have continued over the centuries, along with the evolution of commerce in
commodities as varied as tobacco, sugar, and computer chips. Europeans and Africans came or were
brought against their will to the continent, where they met, traded with, fought among, and
intermarried with Native peoples. Some of these migrants stayed, whereas others returned to their
home countries. Still others came and went periodically. This initial circulation of people across the
oceans foreshadowed the continuous movement of people, goods, and ideas that made the United
States. Such forces have shaped American history, both dividing and unifying the nation. American
horizons truly stretch beyond our nation's borders, embracing the trading networks established
during and after the colonial era as well as the digital social networks connecting people globally
today. American Horizons tells the story of the United States by exploring this exchange on a global
scale and placing it at the center of that story. By doing so, we provide a different perspective on the
history of the United States, one that we hope broadens the horizons of those who read our work
and are ever mindful of the global forces that increasingly and profoundly shape our lives. At the
same time, American Horizons considers those ways in which U.S. influence has reshaped the lives
and experiences of people of other nations--

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Michael Schaller,
2025 American Horizons presents an opportunity to view the nation's history as more than a mere
sequence of events for students to memorize. Although adhering to a familiar chronological
organization, its narrative style and structure provide the flexibility of shifting emphasis from time to
time to the global aspects of American history. Although the story of the United States is always at
the center, that story is told through the movement of people, goods, and ideas into, within, or out of
the United States. This unique approach provides a fully integrated global perspective that
seamlessly contextualizes American events within the wider world.

american horizons us history in a global context: American Horizons Regents Professor of
History Michael Schaller, College of Arts and Sciences Professor of Distinction of History and
International Affairs Robert Schulzinger, Associate Professor and Chair Department of History
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