alice sebold the almost moon

Alice Sebold The Almost Moon: A Deep Dive into a Haunting Novel

alice sebold the almost moon is a novel that captivates readers with its raw exploration of grief, trauma, and
the complexities of family relationships. Written by Alice Sebold, known widely for her bestselling debut
"The Lovely Bones," this book takes a darker, more intimate turn into the psyche of a mother grappling
with devastating loss. If you've encountered discussions about this powerful narrative or are curious about
Sebold's literary evolution, this article will guide you through the themes, characters, and impact of The

Almost Moon.

Understanding Alice Sebold and Her Literary Journey

Before diving into The Almost Moon, it’s helpful to frame Alice Sebold’s background as an author. Sebold
first gained widespread attention with "The Lovely Bones," a novel that blends tragedy with a
supernatural perspective. However, The Almost Moon, published in 2007, ventures into more grounded,
psychological territory. It reflects Sebold’s willingness to confront difficult subjects without filters,

showcasing her growth as a writer unafraid to challenge readers emotionally.

The Shift from Supernatural to Psychological Realism

Unlike the ethereal narrative of The Lovely Bones, The Almost Moon is firmly rooted in reality. The
story centers on Helen Knightly, an elderly woman who makes a shocking decision to end her mother’s
suffering in a merciful yet morally ambiguous way. This stark premise sets the tone for a novel that delves

deeply into themes of aging, memory, and the blurred lines between love and resentment.

Plot Overview: What Happens in The Almost Moon?

At its core, The Almost Moon chronicles the aftermath of Helen Knightly’s choice to euthanize her mother,
who is suffering from dementia. The novel unfolds over the course of a single day, capturing Helen’s
internal struggles, flashbacks, and the emotional chaos that follows her act. Through Helen’s eyes, readers

experience the complex tapestry of family history, childhood trauma, and the burden of caregiving.



Key Characters and Their Roles

- ¥Helen Knightly**: The protagonist, whose conflicted feelings toward her mother drive the narrative.
- ¥*Helen’s Mother®: A woman deteriorating in mental and physical health, representing both
vulnerability and a source of past pain.

- ¥Supporting Family Members**: They provide context and contrast to Helen’s experience, revealing

family dynamics and unresolved tensions.

Themes Explored in Alice Sebold The Almost Moon

The power of The Almost Moon lies in its unflinching examination of difficult themes. Sebold uses Helen’s
story to probe the nature of mercy, the impact of trauma, and the complexities of mother-daughter

relationships.

Grief and Trauma

Grief saturates the narrative, but not in a straightforward manner. Helen’s grief is tangled with anger,
guilt, and regret. The novel examines how trauma can ripple through generations, influencing behavior

and shaping identity in profound ways.

Morality and Mercy Killing

One of the most provocative aspects of The Almost Moon is its exploration of euthanasia. Helen’s decision
raises ethical questions about autonomy, compassion, and the limits of familial duty. Sebold doesn’t offer easy

answers but instead invites readers to wrestle with these moral dilemmas.

Memory and Identity

Dementia strips Helen’s mother of her memories, which in turn forces Helen to confront her own
memories—some cherished, others painful. The novel poignantly highlights how memory shapes identity

and the heartbreak of witnessing its erosion.



Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Alice Sebold’s prose in The Almost Moon is stark, direct, and emotionally charged. She employs a stream-of-
consciousness style that immerses readers in Helen’s psyche, revealing her vulnerabilities and

contradictions.

Use of Flashbacks

Flashbacks serve as a crucial narrative device, providing background on Helen’s upbringing and the
family’s troubled past. These glimpses into earlier times enrich the story, helping readers understand the

roots of Helen’s conflicted feelings and decisions.

First-Person Perspective

‘Writing in the first person allows Sebold to create an intimate connection between Helen and the reader.

This perspective intensifies the emotional impact and paints a vivid portrait of a woman at a crossroads.

Reception and Impact of The Almost Moon

Upon its release, The Almost Moon received a mix of praise and criticism. Some lauded Sebold’s courage in
tackling such heavy subject matter with honesty and nuance. Others found the protagonist’s choices

unsettling or difficult to empathize with, which speaks to the novel’s complexity.

Critical Acclaim

Reviewers often highlight the novel’s emotional depth and psychological insight. Sebold’s ability to delve

into uncomfortable truths without sensationalism is frequently commended.

Reader Reactions

Readers’ responses tend to be polarizing, as the novel challenges conventional ideas about family loyalty
and moral responsibility. Many appreciate the book for sparking thought-provoking conversations about

aging, death, and forgiveness.



Why Read Alice Sebold The Almost Moon?

If you’re interested in literature that pushes boundaries and explores the messy realities of human
relationships, this novel offers a compelling experience. It provides a perspective on caregiving and loss that

is rarely portrayed so candidly.

Tips for Engaging with the Novel

- ¥*Approach with an Open Mind**: The book deals with uncomfortable topics; being open to complexity
can enrich your reading.

- ¥*Reflect on the Themes**: Consider how issues like memory loss and moral ambiguity relate to broader
societal conversations.

- ¥Discuss with Others**: The Almost Moon is a great choice for book clubs or discussion groups because of

its layered narrative and ethical questions.

Related Works and Further Reading

For readers drawn to the themes in The Almost Moon, exploring other works by Alice Sebold or similar
authors can deepen understanding.

e The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold — explores trauma and loss through a supernatural lens.

e We Need to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver — delves into motherhood and moral complexity.

e Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout — examines family relationships and aging.

These books share a focus on intimate psychological portraits and ethical dilemmas, complementing the

experience of reading The Almost Moon.

The journey through Alice Sebold The Almost Moon is challenging but rewarding. It invites readers to
confront uncomfortable emotions and contemplate the fragility of human connections, making it a

significant work in contemporary literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Alice Sebold's "The Almost Moon'?

'"The Almost Moon' explores themes of family dysfunction, grief, mental illness, and the complexities of

mother-daughter relationships.

‘Who is the protagonist in "'The Almost Moon' by Alice Sebold?

The protagonist is Helen Knightly, a woman who grapples with her troubled relationship with her mother

and her own emotional struggles.

How does Alice Sebold's writing style in "The Almost Moon' differ from

her previous works?

'"The Almost Moon' features a darker and more introspective narrative compared to Sebold's earlier works,

with a focus on psychological depth and moral ambiguity.

‘What inspired Alice Sebold to write 'The Almost Moon'?

Sebold was inspired by her interest in exploring the complexities of family dynamics and the impact of

mental illness on personal relationships.

Is "The Almost Moon' based on a true story?

No, 'The Almost Moon' is a work of fiction, although it draws on real emotional experiences and themes

that resonate with many readers.

How was "The Almost Moon' received by critics?

The novel received mixed reviews, with some critics praising its emotional intensity and prose, while

others found the subject matter challenging and unsettling.

‘What role does mental illness play in "The Almost Moon'?

Mental illness is a central theme, influencing the characters' behaviors and relationships, and highlighting

the stigma and struggles associated with it.

Can "The Almost Moon' be categorized as a psychological thriller?

‘While not a traditional thriller, "The Almost Moon' contains psychological elements and intense emotional

conflict that create a suspenseful and haunting narrative.



Additional Resources

Alice Sebold The Almost Moon: A Deep Dive into Trauma, Family, and Redemption

alice sebold the almost moon stands as a provocative and haunting novel that delves into the complex
terrain of family dynamics, trauma, and the moral ambiguities surrounding caregiving and mercy.
Published in 2007, this work marks a significant departure from Sebold’s earlier, more widely recognized
novel, *The Lovely Bones*. While both novels grapple with loss and suffering, *The Almost Moon*
ventures into darker, more unsettling psychological territory, challenging readers to confront

uncomfortable truths about love, mental illness, and the limits of compassion.

Exploring the intricacies of Alice Sebold’s narrative style and thematic preoccupations in *The Almost
Moon* reveals why the novel has garnered both acclaim and controversy. This article undertakes an
analytical examination of the book’s central motifs, character development, and its place in Sebold’s literary
oeuvre, integrating relevant SEO-friendly keywords such as “Alice Sebold novel analysis,” “The Almost

Moon themes,” and “psychological family drama” to provide a comprehensive overview.

Context and Background of Alice Sebold The Almost Moon

Alice Sebold, an American author renowned for her candid exploration of trauma and survival, first
captivated audiences with *The Lovely Bones* (2002), a novel that combined elements of tragedy and hope
through the lens of a murdered teenage girl’s afterlife. However, *The Almost Moon* presents a starkly
different narrative framework. Instead of an ethereal vantage point, this novel grounds readers in the

visceral realities of aging, dementia, and the psychological toll of caregiving.

Set primarily in suburban New York, the story follows Helen Knightly, a woman who makes the
harrowing decision to end her mother’s life after years of witnessing her mental and physical decline. The
novel’s choice to focus on such a morally complex act challenges readers to grapple with questions about

mercy killing, autonomy, and the desperation bred by familial obligation.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Structure

Exploration of Trauma and Memory

At its core, *alice sebold the almost moon* is a meditation on trauma—not only the trauma that afflicts
Helen’s mother but also the deep-seated wounds that shape Helen’s own psyche. The novel intricately
explores how memory can both imprison and liberate. Helen’s recollections of childhood abuse at the hands

of her father resurface throughout the narrative, intertwining with her current struggles as a caregiver.



The nonlinear narrative style allows Sebold to weave past and present seamlessly, underscoring the
persistent shadow of trauma. This approach reflects a psychological realism that resonates with readers

familiar with the cyclical nature of memory and pain.

Family Dynamics and Dysfunction

Family relationships in *The Almost Moon* are fraught with unresolved conflicts and unspoken
resentments. Helen’s interactions with her siblings reveal deep fissures in the family’s foundation,
highlighting themes of neglect, guilt, and betrayal. The novel eschews idealized portrayals of family,

opting instead for a raw, unvarnished depiction that exposes the complexities of filial duty.

Sebold’s portrayal of Helen’s mother as a once-vibrant woman reduced to a shadow of herself through
dementia serves as a stark commentary on aging and loss of identity. The tension between love and
resentment permeates the narrative, inviting readers to consider how caregiving can simultaneously

inspire compassion and engender profound frustration.

Ethical Ambiguities and Moral Questions

One of the novel’s most compelling aspects is its unflinching examination of the moral ambiguity
surrounding Helen’s decision to euthanize her mother. Rather than providing clear answers or moral

judgment, Sebold presents a nuanced portrayal that challenges conventional notions of right and wrong.

This ethical tension is a fertile ground for discussion in literary and philosophical circles, making *The
Almost Moon* a significant text for those interested in debates about assisted death, autonomy, and the
ethics of caregiving. The novel’s ambiguity mirrors the real-world complexity of these issues and

underscores the difficulty of making choices under emotional duress.

Character Development and Psychological Depth

Sebold’s characterization of Helen Knightly is a study in contradictions. Helen is portrayed as
simultaneously vulnerable and resolute, compassionate and coldly pragmatic. This layered characterization
contributes to the novel’s psychological depth, making Helen a compelling yet ultimately enigmatic

protagonist.

The supporting characters, from Helen’s siblings to her mother, are rendered with subtlety, each
embodying different facets of the family’s collective trauma. Sebold’s ability to depict such nuanced
interpersonal dynamics adds richness to the narrative, ensuring that the story resonates on both emotional

and intellectual levels.



Writing Style and Literary Techniques

Alice Sebold employs a prose style in *The Almost Moon* that is both lyrical and stark, capturing the
tension between beauty and brutality inherent in the novel’s subject matter. The use of vivid imagery
juxtaposed with clinical descriptions of illness and death creates a haunting atmosphere that lingers with

the reader.

The narrative voice, tightly aligned with Helen’s perspective, allows for an intimate exploration of her
inner turmoil. Through this close third-person narration, Sebold invites readers to inhabit Helen’s conflicted

consciousness, fostering empathy even amid morally ambiguous actions.

Reception and Critique

Upon publication, *alice sebold the almost moon* elicited mixed reactions from critics and readers alike.
Some praised the novel for its courageous engagement with difficult themes and its literary craftsmanship.

Others found the subject matter too disturbing or Helen’s character too unsympathetic.
Comparatively, the novel did not achieve the commercial success of *The Lovely Bones*, possibly due to its

darker tone and challenging content. However, it has since been recognized as an important contribution to

contemporary literary discussions about aging, caregiving, and the psychological aftermath of familial abuse.

Pros and Cons of The Almost Moon

¢ Pros: Deep psychological insight, rich character development, thought-provoking ethical questions,

evocative prose.

¢ Cons: Heavy subject matter, morally ambiguous protagonist may alienate some readers, slow pacing

in parts.

Comparative Perspectives: The Almost Moon vs. The Lovely

Bones

‘While both novels deal with trauma and loss, *alice sebold the almost moon™* presents a far grimmer and

more introspective narrative than *The Lovely Bones*. The latter employs elements of magical realism and



a youthful narrative voice, which lend it a certain accessibility and broad appeal. In contrast, *The Almost
Moon* is grounded in stark realism and psychological complexity, targeting readers who seek a more

challenging and sobering exploration of human suffering.

This contrast underscores Sebold’s versatility as a writer and her willingness to confront different facets of

trauma through varied narrative lenses.

The novel’s exploration of dementia and euthanasia also places it within a growing body of literature

addressing end-of-life issues, reflecting broader societal debates about aging populations and medical ethics.

In examining *alice sebold the almost moon*, it becomes clear that the novel’s power lies in its unrelenting
honesty and its refusal to offer easy comfort. Through Helen Knightly’s troubled journey, Sebold asks
readers to confront the painful realities of family, memory, and the human capacity for both cruelty and
compassion. This makes *The Almost Moon* a significant, if unsettling, work in contemporary American

literature.

Alice Sebold The Almost Moon

alice sebold the almost moon: The Almost Moon Alice Sebold, 2007-10-16 A woman steps
over the line into the unthinkable in this brilliant, powerful, and unforgettable new novel by the
author of The Lovely Bones and Lucky. For years Helen Knightly has given her life to others: to her
haunted mother, to her enigmatic father, to her husband and now grown children. When she finally
crosses a terrible boundary, her life comes rushing in at her in a way she never could have imagined.
Unfolding over the next twenty-four hours, this searing, fast-paced novel explores the complex ties
between mothers and daughters, wives and lovers, the meaning of devotion, and the line between
love and hate. It is a challenging, moving, gripping story, written with the fluidity and strength of
voice that only Alice Sebold can bring to the page.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Almost Moon Alice Sebold, 2007-10-16 A woman steps
over the line into the unthinkable in this brilliant, powerful, and unforgettable new novel by the
author of The Lovely Bones and Lucky. For years Helen Knightly has given her life to others: to her
haunted mother, to her enigmatic father, to her husband and now grown children. When she finally
crosses a terrible boundary, her life comes rushing in at her in a way she never could have imagined.
Unfolding over the next twenty-four hours, this searing, fast-paced novel explores the complex ties
between mothers and daughters, wives and lovers, the meaning of devotion, and the line between
love and hate. It is a challenging, moving, gripping story, written with the fluidity and strength of
voice that only Alice Sebold can bring to the page.

alice sebold the almost moon: Credibility in Alice Sebold's The Almost Moon Lacey Jane
Stevens, Utica College, 2011 Alice Sebold is famous for her memoir Lucky and her two novels The
Lovely Bones and The Almost Moon. All three of her works deal with devastating crimes and their
aftermath. This thesis examines Alice Sebold's The Almost Moon and focuses on defining the
protagonist, Helen Knightly, as a believable character. Although Helen may not necessarily be a
likable character she is arguably a believable protagonist. In order to define Helen as a credible
character this paper explores different tropes in literature such as the Electra complex, uses


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/alice-sebold-the-almost-moon.pdf

Aristotle's virtue ethics as a means for argument, and provides a close analysis of Helen's
dysfunctional family dynamic. Through analysis of these three fields, it depicts how Helen's identity
has developed and gives a deeper insight as to what led her to commit the crime of killing her
mother in the opening pages of the novel.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Lovely Bones: By Alice Sebold (Trivia-On-Books)
Trivion Books, 2016-09-08 Trivia-on-Book: The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold Take the challenge
yourself and share it with friends and family for a time of fun! In Alice Sebold’s supernatural novel,
The Lovely Bones, we follow the story of Susie, a teenage girl who, after being raped and murdered,
contemplates the hardships her family goes through while they try to cope with their loss. She
spends the afterlife in her personal heaven, with no worries or dangers, until she realizes that the
same man who attacked her is planning to do it again. Since its publication in 2002, The Lovely
Bones sold over a million copies and was adapted into a film directed by Peter Jackson. You may
have read the book, but not have liked it. You may have liked the book, but not be a fan. You may call
yourself a fan, but few truly are. Are you a fan? Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia
quiz on the book for readers, students, and fans alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to
the book or would like to take the challenge yourself and share it with your friends and family for a
time of fun, Trivia-on-Books provides a unique approach to The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold that is
both insightful and educational! Features You'll Find Inside: * 30 Multiple choice questions on the
book, plots, characters and author ¢ Insightful commentary to answer every question °
Complementary quiz material for yourself or your reading group ¢ Results provided with scores to
determine status Promising quality and value, come play your trivia of a favorite book!

alice sebold the almost moon: Ready-Made Book Displays Nancy M. Henkel, 2011-07-13
Providing more than 50 fiction display descriptions, this book identifies themes for the entire year
and includes titles for signage, annotated book lists, prop and material ideas, as well as photographs
that show how to pull it all together. Proper library merchandising doesn't have to be prohibitively
expensive, time-consuming, or constitute a huge headache. Ready-Made Book Displays explains the
principles behind effective displays and presents a wide variety of ready-made book displays that can
be easily replicated, providing catchy titles, materials and props lists, reproducible hand-outs, and
photographs to guide librarians in quickly assembling successful displays. These display ideas can
be utilized in several different venues—in-shelf, point-of-checkout, display case, and others—and can
be targeted to coincide with events, holidays, and celebrations, as well as for general book
promotion. Each of the 55 fiction displays includes a prop idea list, a related Dewey subject list,
media tie-ins, and an annotated and reproducible booklist. It's everything the busy librarian needs to
create appealing, successful book displays—all contained in one handy guidebook.

alice sebold the almost moon: Elena Ferrante as World Literature Stiliana Milkova
Rousseva, 2021-01-14 A model of academic praxis. - Public Books Elena Ferrante as World
Literature is the first English-language monograph on Italian writer Elena Ferrante, whose four
Neapolitan Novels (2011-2014) became a global phenomenon. The book proposes that Ferrante
constructs a theory of feminine experience which serves as the scaffolding for her own literary
practice. Drawing on the writer's entire textual corpus to date, Stiliana Milkova examines the
linguistic, psychical, and corporeal-spatial realities that constitute the female subjects Ferrante has
theorized. At stake in Ferrante's theory/practice is the articulation of a feminine subjectivity that
emerges from the structures of patriarchal oppression and that resists, bypasses, or subverts these
very structures. Milkova's inquiry proceeds from Ferrante's theory of frantumaglia and smarginatura
to explore mechanisms for controlling and containing the female body and mind, forms of female
authorship and creativity, and corporeal negotiations of urban topography and patriarchal space.
Elena Ferrante as World Literature sets forth an interdisciplinary framework for understanding
Ferrante's texts and offers an account of her literary and cultural significance today.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Works of Elena Ferrante Grace Russo Bullaro,
Stephanie V. Love, 2016-12-22 This book is the first dedicated volume of academic analysis on the
monumental work of Elena Ferrante, Italy's most well-known contemporary writer. The Works of



Elena Ferrante: Reconfiguring the Margins brings together the most exciting and innovative
research on Ferrante's treatment of the intricacies of women's lives, relationships, struggles, and
dilemmas to explore feminist theory in literature; questions of gender in twentieth-century Italy; and
the psychological and material elements of marriage, motherhood, and divorce. Including an
interview from Ann Goldstein, this volume goes beyond Ferrante fever to reveal the complexity and
richness of a remarkable oeuvre.

alice sebold the almost moon: Friday Nights Joanna Trollope, 2011-01-15 Joanna Trollope's
warm, insightful novel stars Eleanor, who invites two young mothers into her home from off the
street, and slowly begins to connect with them and their friends. But when one of them meets a man,
new questions are posed: can female friendships withstand the jealousies and intricacies of love?
With wit and warmth Joanna Trollope opens a window onto six very different women's lives, their
passions and their sorrows, and explores with insight and humanity the shifting currents of
friendship.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Real Real Thing Wendy Steiner, 2010-11 A masterly
performance by a penetrating, inquisitive mind, Vie Real Real Thing is that rarest of books, one
whose provocations will inspire readers to take a new---and nuanced---look at the world around
them. --Book Jacket.

alice sebold the almost moon: How to Write a Hit Song Molly-Ann Leikin, 2008-10-01 (Book).
Covering all the essentials of craft and marketing for launching and sustaining a long, successful
writing career, this cutting-edge revision contains an exclusive interview with Oscar-winning
songwriter Melissa Etheridge I Need to Wake Up and shows you, step by step, how to write a hit
song.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Palgrave Handbook of Literature and Aging Valerie Barnes
Lipscomb, Aagje Swinnen, 2024-04-16 This handbook offers a comprehensive survey of the growing
field of literary age studies and points to new directions in scholarly research. Divided into four
sections, the volume reflects the current conversations in the field: intersections and
intersectionalities, traveling concepts, methodological innovations, and archival inquiries. It
encompasses the spectrum of critical approaches that literary age studies scholars employ, from
environmental studies and postcolonial theory to critical race theory and queer studies. While close
reading continues to be a mainstay of literary criticism, the handbook highlights alternative tools
and routes in both data elicitation and analysis. The final part of the book shows the burgeoning
interest in the field from literary scholars across historical periods, extending the scope of literary
age studies beyond contemporary texts. This is an essential reference work for advanced students
and scholars of literary studies, gerontology, age/aging studies, interdisciplinary studies and cultural
studies.

alice sebold the almost moon: Edinburgh Companion to the Critical Medical Humanities Anne
Whitehead, 2016-06-14 In this landmark Companion, expert contributors from around the world map
out the field of the critical medical humanities. This is the first volume to introduce comprehensively
the ways in which interdisciplinary thinking across the humanities and social sciences might
contribute to, critique and develop medical understanding of the human individually and collectively.
The thirty-six newly commissioned chapters range widely within and across disciplinary fields,
always alert to the intersections between medicine, as broadly defined, and critical thinking. Each
chapter offers suggestions for further reading on the issues raised, and each section concludes with
an Afterword, written by a leading critic, outlining future possibilities for cutting-edge work in this
area. Topics covered in this volume include: the affective body, biomedicine, blindness, breath,
disability, early modern medical practice, fatness, the genome, language, madness, narrative, race,
systems biology, performance, the postcolonial, public health, touch, twins, voice and wonder.
Together the chapters generate a body of new knowledge and make a decisive intervention into how
health, medicine and clinical care might address questions of individual, subjective and embodied
experience.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Readers' Advisory Handbook Jessica E. Moyer, Kaite



Mediatore Stover, 2010-03-22 A one-stop resource for all kinds of readers' advisory issues,
including: how to advise patrons on all kinds of media, from fiction and nonfiction to audiobooks,
graphic novels and even reference materials; how to provide services to senior citizens, teens and
even readers who are incarcerated; how to handle author visits and book groups; how to enhance
storytelling, even for adults; how to market and promote RA; and much more.

alice sebold the almost moon: Imagining Motherhood in the Twenty-First Century Valerie
Heffernan, Gay Wilgus, 2020-12-17 Images, representations and constructions of mothers have
historically shaped and continue to shape the way we imagine the institution of motherhood and the
experience of mothering. The various contributions included in this volume consider the diversity of
maternal images and narratives that circulate in literature, the arts and popular culture and analyse
how they reflect on and influence the cultural meaning of motherhood in the contemporary era.
Mindful of the fact that the images of motherhood that we see in popular media, on television, and in
literature are not mere background noise to our daily lives, the various chapters explore how they
influence our understanding of what it means to be a mother, affect our expectations of motherhood
and of mothers, frame our experience of mothering, and even inform our reproductive decisions.
Including insights from media studies, cultural studies, literary studies, and the performing and
visual arts, this book explores how engaging with diverse representations of mothers and mothering
contributes to a broader and deeper interdisciplinary understanding of how motherhood is
constructed in our time. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the
journal Women: A Cultural Review.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Sea, The Sea Iris Murdoch, 2008-12-29 Charles Arrowby
has determined to spend the rest of his days in hermit-like contemplation. He buys a mysteriously
damp house on the coast, far from the heady world of the theatre where he made his name, and
there he swims in the sea, eats revolting meals and writes his memoirs. But then he meets his
childhood sweetheart Hartley, and memories of her lovely, younger self crowd in - along with more
recent lovers and friends - to disrupt his self-imposed exile. So instead of ‘learning to be good’,
Charles proceeds to demonstrate how very bad he can be. ‘It isn’t all brainy fantasising in
Murdochland; there’s wild swimming, appalling sandwiches, death, madness and sex’ Guardian
‘Dazzlingly entertaining and inventive’ The Times WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY DAISY JOHNSON
*»*WINNER OF THE BOOKER PRIZE**

alice sebold the almost moon: Jealousy Peter Toohey, 2014-11-25 Compete, acquire, succeed,
enjoy: the pressures of living in today’s materialistic world seem predicated upon jealousy—the
feelings of rivalry and resentment for possession of whatever the other has. But while our
newspapers abound with stories of the sometimes droll, sometimes deadly consequences of sexual
jealousy, Peter Toohey argues in this charmingly provocative book that jealousy is much more than
the destructive emotion it is commonly assumed to be. It helps as much as it harms. Examining the
meaning, history, and value of jealousy, Toohey places the emotion at the core of modern culture,
creativity, and civilization—not merely the sexual relationship. His eclectic approach weaves
together psychology, art and literature, neuroscience, anthropology, and a host of other disciplines
to offer fresh and intriguing contemporary perspectives on violence, the family, the workplace,
animal behavior, and psychopathology. Ranging from the streets of London to Pacific islands, and
from the classical world to today, this is an elegant, smart, and beautifully illustrated defense of a
not-always-deadly sin.

alice sebold the almost moon: The Boy Lara Santoro, 2013-01-15 Anna has always been a
risk-taker and a free spirit, but now she is raising a young daughter on her own and she has to play
it safe. Her twenty-something neighbor with the slow, easy smile is in no way part of Anna's plans.
She resists temptation in every way she can, yet Anna is soon drawn into a reckless and obsessive
affair. Provocative, headlong, and utterly compelling, The Boy is the story of a woman on the edge,
torn between love and compulsion, desire and duty. Lara Santoro writes in hypnotic and swiftly
paced prose (Daniel Woodrell) about the hazards of passion and motherhood and about one woman's
unthinkable rebellion. Gorgeous, fiercely intelligent, deeply honest, and incredibly entertaining. --



Anne Lamott

alice sebold the almost moon: Writer's Market 2010 Caroline Taggart, 2010-06-30 THE MOST
TRUSTED GUIDE TO GETTING PUBLISHED Written by writers for writers and backed by 89 years
of authority, Writer's Market is the #1 resource for helping writers sell their work. Used by both
seasoned professionals and writers new to the publishing world, Writer's Market has helped
countless writers transform their love of writing from a hobby into a career. Nowhere else but in the
2010 Writer's Market will you find the most comprehensive and reliable information you need. This
new edition includes: Complete, up-to-date contact information and submission guidelines for more
than 3,500 market listings, including literary agents, book publishers, magazines, newspapers,
production companies, theaters, greeting card companies, and more. Informative interviews, helpful
tips and instructional articles on the business of writing. The How Much Should I Charge? pay rate
charts for professional freelancers. Sample good and bad queries in the Query Letter Clinic.
Easy-to-use format and tabbed pages so you can quickly locate the information you need!

alice sebold the almost moon: Pages For Her Sylvia Brownrigg, 2018-07-10 Two women
reunite decades after their passionate affair in this “nuanced, assured, and razor-sharp” novel about
motherhood, womanhood, and “what it means to be alive” ( Christina Baker Kline, author of Orphan
Train). “A complex portrait of two women's sexuality.” —Alice Sebold, author of The Lovely Bones
Pages for Her is the story of two women, Flannery and Anne, each at a personal turning point, and
the circumstances that lead to their reunion. Twenty years after their brief but passionate affair,
chronicled in Sylvia Brownrigg’s earlier novel Pages for You, Flannery has the chance once again to
meet Anne, who opened young Flannery up to the possibility of love—then left her heartbroken.
Having long ago put their love behind them, they live now on opposite coasts. Anne has been in a
deep, childless partnership with a fellow scholar, Jasper, who recently left her. Flannery, to her own
surprise, married a charismatic artist named Charles, with whom she has a young daughter.
Submerged by her husband’s demands and personality and her adjustment to motherhood, Flannery
has lost sight of herself and her work. When the two women meet at a conference, they find that the
passion and understanding between them has endured, though it has been hidden. In rediscovering
each other, they are able to rediscover themselves. Pages for Her is an exhilarating, passionate work
that explores marriage, sexuality, and the transformative power of love over time.

alice sebold the almost moon: Miss Flimp's Friend Loves Books Zoe Ainsworth-Grigg,
2013-07-01 This is intended for young children just learning to read and write. It contains an
interactive section to help children compose a story.
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