acts of paul and thecla

Acts of Paul and Thecla: Exploring the Early Christian Narrative of Faith and Courage

acts of paul and thecla is a fascinating early Christian text that has captured the imagination of scholars,
theologians, and believers alike. This ancient narrative, often categorized among the apocryphal acts, tells
the compelling story of Thecla, a young woman who becomes a devoted follower of the Apostle Paul.
Through her journey of faith, courage, and defiance of social norms, the text explores themes of spiritual
transformation, gender roles, and early Christian evangelism. In this article, we will delve into the origins,
content, and significance of the acts of paul and thecla, shedding light on why it remains a vital piece of

Christian literature and history.

The Origins and Historical Context of Acts of Paul and Thecla

The acts of paul and thecla is believed to have been composed in the second century AD, during a period
when Christianity was still defining its identity and spreading across the Roman Empire. Unlike the
canonical Acts of the Apostles found in the New Testament, this text is part of a collection known as the
apocryphal acts, which include various writings about the apostles and their missionary activities. These
texts were popular in early Christian communities but were eventually excluded from the official biblical

canon.

The Authorship and Manuscript Tradition

Traditionally, the acts of paul and thecla is attributed to an unknown author who sought to highlight Paul’s
missionary work and the transformative power of his message. The text survives in several ancient
manuscripts, including Greek, Latin, and Syriac versions, indicating its widespread circulation. Its
popularity is further evidenced by references from early Church Fathers such as Tertullian and Clement of

Alexandria, who praised Thecla’s example of chastity and devotion.

Why Was This Text Important to Early Christians?

During a time when Christianity faced persecution and skepticism, stories like the acts of paul and thecla

offered believers encouragement and inspiration. The narrative emphasizes the virtues of faithfulness and
courage in the face of adversity, qualities that were essential for early Christian communities navigating a
hostile environment. Moreover, Thecla’s story challenged traditional gender roles by portraying a woman
who actively participates in preaching and teaching, which resonated with many early Christian women

seeking spiritual empowerment.



Summary of the Story: Thecla’s Journey of Faith

At the heart of the acts of paul and thecla is a gripping tale that follows Thecla’s encounter with Paul and
her subsequent transformation. Thecla, a young noblewoman engaged to be married, becomes captivated by
Paul’s teachings on chastity, resurrection, and the kingdom of God. Choosing faith over societal expectations,

she defies her family and fiancé to follow Paul’s message.

Thecla’s Defiance and Trials

Thecla’s decision to embrace Christian teachings leads to severe consequences. She faces public
condemnation, attempts on her life, and social ostracism. One memorable episode describes Thecla being
sentenced to death by wild beasts in an arena, only to be miraculously saved by divine intervention. These

trials illustrate her unwavering commitment and the theme of divine protection for the faithful.

Paul’s Role as a Spiritual Mentor

While Thecla is the central figure, Paul’s role as a mentor and spiritual leader is pivotal. His preaching
ignites Thecla’s transformation and provides the theological foundation for her actions. The narrative
portrays Paul as a charismatic and fearless apostle whose message transcends traditional boundaries, inviting

listeners to a radical new way of life.

Key Themes and Teachings in Acts of Paul and Thecla

The acts of paul and thecla is rich with themes that reflect early Christian values and struggles.
Understanding these themes helps us appreciate the text beyond its narrative and see its relevance in

historical and theological discussions.

Chastity and Asceticism

One of the most prominent themes is chastity. Thecla’s renunciation of marriage and her commitment to
celibacy symbolize the early Christian ideal of bodily purity and spiritual devotion. This emphasis on
asceticism was influential in shaping Christian attitudes toward sexuality and the body, especially among

women.



Gender and Authority in Early Christianity

Thecla’s active participation in preaching and teaching challenges the conventional gender norms of her
time. The acts of paul and thecla presents a model of female spiritual authority that contrasts with later
restrictive views on women’s roles in the church. This aspect of the text provides valuable insight into the

diversity of early Christian practices and beliefs regarding gender.

Faith Under Persecution

Thecla’s perseverance through persecution highlights the theme of steadfast faith. Her story exemplifies
the courage required to maintain one’s beliefs in hostile circumstances, a reality faced by many early

Christians. This theme underscores the text’s function as both inspiration and instruction for its audience.

The Influence and Legacy of Acts of Paul and Thecla

Though excluded from the biblical canon, the acts of paul and thecla has left a lasting mark on Christian
tradition, art, and thought.

Impact on Early Christian Communities

The narrative was widely read and circulated, particularly among women’s groups who found in Thecla a
relatable and empowering figure. Thecla’s story encouraged many to embrace Christian virtues and resist

societal pressures, fostering a sense of identity and purpose within the early church.

Artistic and Cultural Representations

Throughout history, Thecla’s story inspired numerous artistic works, including frescoes, icons, and
literature. In some regions, she was venerated as a saint, and her feast day is still celebrated in certain
Christian traditions. These cultural artifacts attest to the enduring fascination with her life and the acts of

paul and thecla as a narrative of faith.

Modern Scholarship and Interpretation

Today, scholars analyze the acts of paul and thecla not only as a religious text but also as a window into



early Christian society, gender dynamics, and the development of Christian doctrine. Its portrayal of a
woman’s spiritual agency continues to spark discussions on the role of women in the church, making it a

valuable resource for both historical and theological inquiry.

Exploring Acts of Paul and Thecla: Tips for Readers

If you are interested in reading the acts of paul and thecla, here are some suggestions to enrich your

experience:

¢ Contextualize the Text: Understand the historical background of early Christianity to appreciate the

significance of Thecla’s story.

e Compare Translations: Different versions may highlight various nuances in the text, so exploring

multiple translations can deepen comprehension.

¢ Reflect on the Themes: Consider how themes like faith, gender, and persecution relate to

contemporary issues.

¢ Engage with Scholarly Commentary: Reading academic analyses can provide insights into the text’s

complexities and its place in Christian history.

By approaching the acts of paul and thecla with an open mind and critical eye, readers can uncover layers

of meaning that resonate beyond the ancient world.

The acts of paul and thecla remains a remarkable testament to the power of faith and the courage to defy
convention. Its narrative invites us to reflect on the transformative potential of spiritual conviction and the
diverse voices that shaped early Christianity. Whether studied as literature, theology, or history, this text

continues to inspire and challenge readers to this day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' and when was it written?

The 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' is an apocryphal Christian text from the 2nd century that narrates the story of
Thecla, a young woman who becomes a follower of the Apostle Paul and dedicates her life to Christian

teachings.



Who is Thecla in the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla'?

Thecla is a young noblewoman who, after hearing Paul's preaching, chooses to abandon her previous life

and dedicate herself to Christianity, facing persecution and trials for her faith.

What themes are prominent in the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla"?

Key themes include female devotion, chastity, faith under persecution, the role of women in early

Christianity, and miraculous divine intervention.

How does the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' portray the role of women in
early Christianity?

The text portrays women as active and courageous participants in the Christian faith, emphasizing Thecla's

independence, spiritual authority, and commitment to chastity and evangelism.

Why is the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' considered apocryphal?

It is considered apocryphal because it was not included in the canonical New Testament and its authorship

and historical accuracy are uncertain, though it was popular in early Christian communities.

What kind of miracles are described in the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla'?

Miracles include Thecla surviving execution by fire and wild beasts, divine protection during trials, and

miraculous healings attributed to her faith and Paul's preaching.

How did the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' influence early Christian views on

chastity and celibacy?

The text strongly advocates chastity and celibacy, portraying them as virtuous and empowering, especially

for women, influencing early Christian ascetic practices.

Is the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' recognized by any Christian

denominations today?

‘While not part of the canonical Bible, the text is respected in some Eastern Orthodox traditions and studied

for its historical and theological insights into early Christianity.

Where can one find manuscripts or translations of the 'Acts of Paul and



Thecla'?

Manuscripts and translations of the 'Acts of Paul and Thecla' are available in several academic collections,

libraries, and online databases specializing in early Christian apocrypha.

Additional Resources

Acts of Paul and Thecla: An Investigative Review of Early Christian Apocrypha

Acts of Paul and Thecla stands as one of the most intriguing and enigmatic texts among early Christian
apocryphal literature. This narrative, believed to have been composed in the 2nd century, presents a
detailed account of the adventures of Thecla, a young woman who becomes a devoted follower of the
Apostle Paul. Unlike canonical New Testament writings, the Acts of Paul and Thecla offers a unique
glimpse into early Christian attitudes toward gender roles, asceticism, and missionary zeal, making it a vital
subject of scholarly inquiry. In this article, we analyze its historical context, thematic elements, and lasting
impact within Christian tradition, while integrating relevant keywords such as “early Christian

apocrypha,” “Pauline literature,” and “female discipleship.”

Understanding the Acts of Paul and Thecla: Historical and

Literary Context

The Acts of Paul and Thecla is classified among the apocryphal acts—texts that expand upon or parallel
canonical apostolic narratives but were never incorporated into the New Testament canon. This particular
text is often dated to the mid-to-late 2nd century CE, a period marked by the consolidation of Christian
doctrine and the rising influence of Pauline theology. Scholars suggest that the Acts of Paul and Thecla
served multiple functions: as a devotional tale promoting chastity and piety, a model for female discipleship,

and a countercultural challenge to prevailing Greco-Roman social norms.

Unlike the Pauline epistles, which primarily focus on theological exposition, the Acts of Paul and Thecla
adopts a narrative form. It recounts the story of Thecla, a noble virgin from Iconium, who defies her family
and societal expectations to follow Paul after hearing his preaching. Thecla’s story involves dramatic
episodes of persecution, miraculous rescues, and her eventual commitment to a life of celibacy and

preaching, themes that resonate with early Christian values of spiritual devotion and martyrdom.

The Text’s Place within Pauline Literature and Early Christian
Apocrypha



The narrative is part of a broader corpus often referred to as the “Acts of Paul,” which includes various
other stories such as the Acts of Paul and Timothy. However, the tale of Thecla is the most famous and
widely circulated. Its popularity in early Christianity, especially among communities valuing asceticism,
reflects a desire to provide exemplary models of faith beyond the male apostles traditionally emphasized in

scripture.

In comparison to canonical Pauline texts, the Acts of Paul and Thecla offers a more accessible and dramatic
portrayal of Pauline teaching, emphasizing ethical transformation and personal sacrifice. It also uniquely
elevates a female protagonist, which is notable given the predominantly male-centered narratives within
early Christian writings. This aspect has led to extensive debate among theologians and historians regarding

the role of women in the early church.

Thematic Exploration of the Acts of Paul and Thecla

Female Empowerment and Asceticism

One of the most compelling features of the Acts of Paul and Thecla is its portrayal of female empowerment
through religious devotion. Thecla emerges as a pioneering figure who challenges patriarchal structures by
choosing a life of chastity and missionary work over marriage and traditional female roles. This theme

aligns with early Christian ascetic ideals, which often extolled celibacy as a path to spiritual purity.

Thecla’s defiance of her family and society can be seen as a radical act within the context of the Roman
Empire, where women were expected to adhere to strict social and familial roles. Her narrative thus serves
as a testament to the transformative power of Pauline teaching, suggesting that faith can transcend cultural

boundaries and gender expectations.

Miracles and Persecution: The Hagiographic Elements

Miraculous interventions play a significant role in the Acts of Paul and Thecla. The text recounts several
dramatic rescues, such as Thecla surviving burns on a funeral pyre and escaping wild beasts in an arena.
These episodes not only reinforce Thecla’s sanctity but also reflect common motifs in early Christian

hagiography, where divine protection underscores the legitimacy of Christian witnesses.

Persecution narratives, too, are central to the story. Thecla’s imprisonment and trials mirror the broader
experience of early Christians facing hostility from civic authorities. This reinforces the text’s function as

both a spiritual encouragement and a means of preserving communal identity amid adversity.



Controversies and Debates Surrounding the Text

Despite its popularity in some early Christian circles, the Acts of Paul and Thecla was met with suspicion

by proto-orthodox authorities. It was eventually excluded from the biblical canon and criticized by figures
such as Tertullian, who condemned it for promoting ascetic extremes and unorthodox views on women’s

roles. This ambivalence highlights the tension between diverse theological perspectives in early

Christianity.

Modern scholarship also debates the historical reliability of the Acts of Paul and Thecla. While some argue
that Thecla may have been a real historical figure whose story was embellished, others view the text
primarily as a theological allegory. Regardless, its influence on Christian thought and devotional practices,

especially concerning female sanctity, is indisputable.

Legacy and Influence of the Acts of Paul and Thecla

The Acts of Paul and Thecla had a substantial impact on Christian art, literature, and liturgy, particularly in
Eastern Christianity. Thecla became venerated as a saint, with feast days and dedicated churches
commemorating her life. Her story inspired numerous homilies and iconographic representations,

emphasizing themes of chastity, courage, and divine protection.

Furthermore, the text contributed to shaping early Christian attitudes toward women’s participation in
ministry. While it does not advocate for formal ecclesiastical authority for women, it does legitimize female

preaching and teaching, setting a precedent that echoed through subsequent centuries.

Comparative Insights: Acts of Paul and Other Apocryphal Acts

‘When viewed alongside other apocryphal acts—such as the Acts of Peter, Acts of John, and Acts of
Andrew—the Acts of Paul and Thecla stands out due to its focus on a female protagonist and its distinct
ascetic message. While many apocryphal acts emphasize miracle-working apostles, this text uniquely

combines miraculous events with a strong ethical and gender-related narrative.

This comparison highlights the diversity of early Christian literature and the varying ways communities
sought to express and propagate their faith. The proliferation of such texts underscores the fluidity of

Christian doctrine and practice before the establishment of a fixed canon.



Conclusion: The Acts of Paul and Thecla in Contemporary

Scholarship

Today, the Acts of Paul and Thecla remains a vital subject of academic study, offering insights into early
Christian history, gender studies, and the development of Christian asceticism. Its narrative challenges
modern readers to reconsider assumptions about women’s roles in antiquity and the complex interplay

between religion and culture.

‘While not canonical, the text’s enduring legacy within Christian tradition and its rich thematic content
make it an indispensable resource for understanding the multifaceted nature of early Christianity. As
researchers continue to explore its origins and impact, the Acts of Paul and Thecla offers a compelling

window into the spiritual and social dynamics of the ancient world.

Acts Of Paul And Thecla

acts of paul and thecla: The Apocryphal Acts of Paul and Thecla Jan N. Bremmer, 1996
This is the first modern book, which studies the most important aspects of this early Christian
treatise, of which especially the Acts of Thecla and the Martyrdom of Paul were immensely popular
in the Christian Church from Armenia to Anglo-Saxon England. The volume studies (1) the
readership of the Acts, (2) important themes such as the resurrection, possible gnostic elements, the
role of women (with a detailed study of the Acts of Thecla), Paul's encounter with the lion, his
physiognomy, the events after Paul's martyrdom, the relationship with the canonical Acts and the
text of the famous Codex Bezae, parallels with the Old and New Testament, and (3) the popularity of
Thecla in later times. The wealth of episodes and details in these Acts makes the book of great
interest to church historians, ancient historians, students of the New Testament, early Christianity,
the ancient novel and of Women's Studies.

acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of Paul and Thecla Jeremy W. Barrier, 2009 Sometime in the
second century, an early Christian text began to circulate called the Acts of Paul and Thecla . Since
then, the tale of the apostle Paul, along with his strong heroine co-worker named Thecla, has
received much attention as an independent source of information about earliest Christianity for what
it might tell us about the role of women in ministry and the relationship women may have had to
Paul in his missionary activities. In this volume, Jeremy W. Barrier provides a critical introduction
and commentary on the Acts of Paul and Thecla, to serve as a user-friendly starting point for anyone
interested in entering into the many discussions and academic writings surrounding the Acts of Paul
and Thecla . Apart from a critical text with English translation, followed by textual notes and general
comments, the author also offers an extensive introduction to the text.

acts of paul and thecla: Acts of Paul and Thecla William Wake, Rev Nathaniel Lardner,
2005-12 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may
contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe
this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.

acts of paul and thecla: Out of the Shadows, the Acts of [Paul And] Thecla Bernard
Brandon Scott, Perry V. Kea, 2024 Thecla is one of the strangest characters from Christianity's past.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-172/acts-of-paul-and-thecla.pdf

She falls in love with the apostle Paul's teaching on continence, twice faces martyrdom, fights with
beasts in the arena, cuts her hair, cross-dresses, baptizes herself, and becomes a preacher.
Tertullian tried to silence her story and the Pastoral Epistles warned about women like her. The Acts
of Paul and Thecla was widespread and popular but then was hidden away in the Apocrypha. In
recent years, Thecla has come out of the shadows. Her story reframes conventional views of
second-century Jesus communities. Out of the Shadows offers a vibrant and accessible modern
translation and commentary.

acts of paul and thecla: Thecla and Medieval Sainthood Ghazzal Dabiri, Flavia Ruani,
2022-05-26 Explores Saint Thecla and her story as preeminent models for medieval hagiographers
across Eurasia and North Africa.

acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of Paul and Thecla Calum Gilmour, 2009-07

acts of paul and thecla: The Life of Thecla Andrew S. Jacobs, 2024-05-31 Thecla was one of
the most venerated saints in late antiquity. One of her followers created the Life of Thecla as an act
of devotion in the fifth century, rewriting the popular Acts of Thecla and transforming it into the
heroic saga of a saint. Replete with long speeches, dramatic flourishes, and literary flamboyance, the
Life of Thecla gives modern readers insight into the ways a gender-bending apostolic saint could be
reframed and reimagined for later audiences. This first modern English translation of the Life
explores its relationship with the earlier Acts as well as its place in fifth-century concerns about
miracles, healing, sainthood, and sexuality.

acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of Paul and Thecla. ,

acts of paul and thecla: A Feminist Companion to the New Testament Apocrypha Amy-Jill
Levine, Maria Mayo Robbins, 2006-01-01 The eleventh volume in this series examines New
Testament Apocryphal texts, including the Acts of Paul and Thecla, the Acts of John, the Gospel of
Thomas, the Gospel of Peter, the Martyrdom of Perpetua, the Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena, the
Acts of Andrew, the Acts of Thomas, and the Apocalypse of Peter, as well as Joseph and Asenath, the
Irish apocrypha, and the Greek novels. In this diverse collection the contributors utilize a variety of
approaches to explore topics such as the construction of Christian identity, the Christian martyr,
heterodoxy and orthodoxy, conjugal ethics and apostolic homewreckers, trials and temptations, the
rhetoric of the body, asceticism, and eroticism.

acts of paul and thecla: Acts of Paul and Thecla Billy R. Fincher, 2016-03-31 The author sets
this story during Paul the Apostle's First Missionary Journey, but this text is ideologically different
from the New Testament portrayal of Paul. The extravagant praise of virginity, however, was a
running thread in many brands of Early Christianity. Here, Paul is described as travelling to Iconium
(Acts 13:51), proclaiming the word of God about abstinence and the resurrection. Paul is given a full
physical description that may reflect oral tradition: in the Syriac text he was a man of middling size,
and his hair was scanty, and his legs were a little crooked, and his knees were projecting, and he
had large eyes[8] and his eyebrows met, and his nose was somewhat long, and he was full of grace
and mercy; at one time he seemed like a man, and at another time he seemed like an angel. Paul
gave his sermons in the house of Onesiphorus (cp. 2Tim 1:16) in a series of beatitudes, by which
Thecla, a young noble virgin, listened to Paul's discourse on virginity from her window in an adjacent
house. She listened, enraptured, without moving for days. Thecla's mother, Theocleia, and her
fiance, Thamyris, became concerned that Thecla would follow Paul's demand that one must fear only
one God and live in chastity, and they formed a mob to drag Paul to the governor, who imprisoned
the apostle.

acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of Paul & Thecla Richard J Kirk, Joseph R Mason,
2023-03-30 Thecla's story is one of many in the Apocryphal Acts which portray women giving up
riches and sexual activity to follow the Apostles. Thecla was an aristocratic woman who, despite
great opposition, upon hearing the preaching of Paul, renounces her family and her fiancé to follow
him. She eventually becomes a missionary and lives out her life teaching the gospel and performing
signs and wonders. This is a contemporary English interpretation which is easy to read and
understand. It has been considerably revised and extended in this Second Edition.



acts of paul and thecla: The Westminster Dictionary of New Testament and Early Christian
Literature and Rhetoric David Edward Aune, 2003-01-01 The Westminster Dictionary of New

Testament and Early Christian Literature and Rhetoric details the variety of literary and rhetorical
forms found in the New Testament and in the literature of the early Christian church. This
authoritative reference source is a treasury for understanding the methods employed by New
Testament and early Christian writers. Aune's extensive study will be of immense value to scholars
and all those interested in the ways literary and rhetorical forms were used and how they functioned
in the early Christian world. This unique and encyclopedic study will serve generations of scholars
and students by illuminating the ways words shaped the consciousness of those who encountered
Christian teachings.

acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of St. Paul and Thecla St. Paul, 2017-11-03 The Acts of St.
Paul and Thecla The martyrdom of the holy and glorious first Martyr and Apostle Thecla. The
Suppressed Gospels and Epistles of the Original New Testament of Jesus The Christ Translated from
the Original Tongues, With Historical References to their authenticity, by Archbishop Wake and
other Learned Divines The Acts of Paul and Thecla (Acta Pauli et Theclae) is an apocryphal
story-Edgar J. Goodspeed called it a religious romance-of Paul the apostle's influence on a young
virgin named Thecla. It is one of the writings of the New Testament apocrypha. The author sets this
story during Paul the Apostle's First Missionary Journey, but this text is ideologically different from
the New Testament portrayal of Paul. Here, Paul is described as travelling to Iconium (Acts 13:51),
proclaiming the word of God about abstinence and the resurrection. Paul is given a full physical
description that may reflect oral tradition: in the Syriac text he was a man of middling size, and his
hair was scanty, and his legs were a little crooked, and his knees were projecting, and he had large
eyes and his eyebrows met, and his nose was somewhat long, and he was full of grace and mercy; at
one time he seemed like a man, and at another time he seemed like an angel. Paul gave his sermons
in the house of Onesiphorus (cp. 2Tim 1:16) in a series of beatitudes, by which Thecla, a young noble
virgin, listened to Paul's discourse on virginity from her window in an adjacent house. She listened,
enraptured, without moving for days. Thecla's mother, Theocleia, and her fiancé, Thamyris, became
concerned that Thecla would follow Paul's demand that one must fear only one God and live in
chastity, and they formed a mob to drag Paul to the governor, who imprisoned the apostle.

acts of paul and thecla: Gender Reversals and Gender Cultures Sabrina P. Ramet, 1996
Gender reversal is a perennial theme in the cultures of both East and West. It emerges in classical
Chinese theatre, in the ceremony consecrating the Japanese emperor, and in Hindu mythology; in
the ancient Greek rites of Dionysos, in medieval Christian thought and in the culture of the American
Indians.The original essays in Gender Reversals and Gender Cultures explore the historical and
cultural diversity of the experience of gender reversal over an exceptional geographical and
chronological range. The contributors bring a unique mixture of perspectives to bear on the subject,
with backgrounds in anthropology, history, literature, political science, comparative religion and
women's studies. They reveal the complex relation of gender reversal to taboo, and show how
differing attitudes reveal much about particular cultures.

acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of Paul and Thecla Saint Paul (the Apostle), 1820

acts of paul and thecla: The Biblical World William Rainey Harper, Ernest DeWitt Burton,
Shailer Mathews, 1915 Books for New Testament study ... [By] Clyde Weber Votaw v. 26, p. 271-320;
v. 37, p. 289-352.

acts of paul and thecla: The Legend and the Apostle Dennis Ronald MacDonald, 1983-01-01
The apostle Paul--antifeminist conformist, or social radical? Combining New Testament studies with
folkloristic methods to search for the true identity of Paul, the author sheds new light on the
apocryphal Acts of Paul and the Pastoral Epistles of the canonical New Testament. With this book,
the legends surrounding the apostle have been rescued from near oblivion and properly placed in
the Pauline tradition. Formulated in the days of early Christianity and handed down through the
centuries, they cast new light on Paul's views about the ordination of women, the forms of Christian
community, and the meaning of the gospel for politics, society, and sexuality.



acts of paul and thecla: The Acts of Paul Richard I. Pervo, 2014-03-17 This is the most
complete translation of the Acts of Paul in English, together with a detailed commentary. The
orientation is primarily literary, with detailed attention to the history of composition and revision.
Unlike many studies, this commentary does not focus upon the story of Thecla.

acts of paul and thecla: Paul and the Second Century Michael F. Bird, Joseph R. Dodson,
2011-07-07 >

acts of paul and thecla: Feminist Theology Ann Loades, 1990-01-01 This timely selection of
readings represents the work of some of the best and most influential writers the Christian feminist
movement has produced--both in Britain and America. With its helpful introduction and editorial
commentary it will be warmly welcomed by all who wish to be better informed about the wide range
of key theological issues now being addressed by feminist thinkers.
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