when was the divine comedy written

The Divine Comedy: When Was the Divine Comedy Written?

when was the divine comedy written is a question that often arises among literature enthusiasts,
students, and anyone curious about the origins of one of the most influential works in Western
literature. The Divine Comedy, penned by the Italian poet Dante Alighieri, stands as a monumental
piece that shaped the Italian language and offered profound insights into medieval spirituality and
philosophy. But pinpointing exactly when this masterpiece was written reveals a fascinating glimpse

into Dante’s life and the cultural context of his time.

The Historical Context of The Divine Comedy

Before diving into the specifics of when the Divine Comedy was written, it’s important to understand
the historical and social backdrop against which Dante composed this epic poem. Written during the
late Middle Ages, the Divine Comedy reflects the political turmoil, religious beliefs, and intellectual
currents of 14th-century ltaly. Dante himself was a Florentine politician and exile, and his experiences

deeply influenced the themes and structure of the poem.

Italy in the Early 14th Century

The early 1300s were a period of intense conflict and division in Italy. City-states like Florence were
frequently embroiled in factional struggles between the Guelphs and Ghibellines—two political groups
supporting the Papacy and the Holy Roman Emperor, respectively. Dante belonged to the White
Guelphs, a faction that eventually fell out of favor, leading to his exile in 1302. This exile profoundly
affected his writing, as much of the Divine Comedy can be read as a reflection on justice, morality, and

divine order amid human chaos.



When Was the Divine Comedy Written? The Timeline

To answer the question of when the Divine Comedy was written, we look primarily at the period
between 1308 and 1320, during which Dante composed the three parts of the poem: Inferno,

Purgatorio, and Paradiso.

The Composition Period: 1308-1320

Most scholars agree that Dante began writing the Divine Comedy around 1308 or 1309, a few years
after his exile from Florence. He continued working on it throughout the 1310s, completing the final
section, Paradiso, shortly before his death in 1321. This extended writing period allowed Dante to
develop a complex narrative structure and rich allegorical content, blending his philosophical insights,

political views, and theological reflections.

e Inferno: Likely started around 1308-1309, this first part introduces the journey through Hell.

e Purgatorio: Probably composed during the early to mid-1310s, depicting the ascent of the

mountain of Purgatory.

¢ Paradiso: Finished last, near 1319-1320, illustrating the celestial realms and divine

enlightenment.

Why the Writing Spanned Over a Decade

The Divine Comedy wasn’t written quickly or in one sitting. Dante’s exile forced him into a nomadic

lifestyle, moving through various ltalian cities such as Verona and Ravenna, and this instability shaped



the pace of his writing. Moreover, the poem’s ambitious scope required profound contemplation and

mastery of multiple disciplines, including theology, classical literature, philosophy, and politics.

The Significance of the Writing Period

Understanding when the Divine Comedy was written helps appreciate its significance both as a literary
and historical artifact. The early 14th century was a transformative moment in European thought,

bridging medieval traditions and the early stirrings of the Renaissance.

Dante’s Personal Journey and Influence on the Poem

The years after Dante’s exile were marked by personal hardship but also intense intellectual activity.
His experiences of loss, political betrayal, and spiritual searching find vivid expression in the Divine
Comedy. The poem is not just a fictional journey but also an allegory of Dante’s own path toward

redemption and understanding.

The Emergence of Vernacular Literature

When Dante wrote the Divine Comedy, Latin was still the dominant literary language across Europe.
However, Dante’s choice to write in Tuscan vernacular was revolutionary, making literature accessible
to a broader audience and laying the foundation for the modern Italian language. This decision was a

critical milestone in literary history, marking a shift toward national languages in literature.

How the Divine Comedy’s Timing Influenced Its Themes

The period when the Divine Comedy was written deeply influenced its thematic content. Dante’s work



embodies the medieval worldview but is also forward-looking in many ways.

Medieval Theology and Philosophy

Written in the early 14th century, the Divine Comedy is steeped in the scholastic thought of the time,
especially the works of Thomas Aquinas and Aristotle. Dante’s depiction of the afterlife reflects
prevailing Christian doctrines but also incorporates his unique interpretation of justice, morality, and

divine grace.

Political Commentary of the Era

Dante’s exile and the political chaos of his time are woven into the poem’s fabric. Many historical and
contemporary figures appear in Inferno and Purgatorio, often serving as critiques or warnings about
corruption, ambition, and betrayal. This political dimension adds layers of meaning that resonate with

readers even today.

The Legacy of the Divine Comedy’s Writing Period

Knowing when the Divine Comedy was written allows us to trace its influence on both literature and

culture across centuries.

Impact on Renaissance and Beyond

By the time of the Renaissance, Dante’s work had already begun inspiring artists, writers, and
thinkers. The Divine Comedy’s blend of classical references, Christian theology, and vernacular

language set a new standard for literary excellence.



Continuing Relevance in Modern Times

Even centuries after it was written, the Divine Comedy remains a vital text studied worldwide. Its
timeless exploration of human nature, ethics, and spirituality continues to captivate readers, proving

the enduring power of Dante’s vision during that pivotal period between 1308 and 1320.

Final Thoughts on When Was the Divine Comedy Written

Exploring when the Divine Comedy was written reveals much more than just dates—it opens a window
into a turbulent era, a brilliant mind in exile, and a work that forever changed literature. Dante’s
decade-long effort from approximately 1308 to 1320 was not just about composing a poem but about
crafting a monumental spiritual and cultural journey that still resonates deeply today. Understanding
this timeline enriches our appreciation of the poem’s artistry, historical significance, and the remarkable

legacy of one of history’s greatest literary achievements.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was The Divine Comedy written?

The Divine Comedy was written by Dante Alighieri between 1308 and 1320.

Who wrote The Divine Comedy and when?

The Divine Comedy was written by the ltalian poet Dante Alighieri in the early 14th century,

approximately from 1308 to 1320.

In which century was The Divine Comedy composed?

The Divine Comedy was composed in the 14th century.



How long did it take Dante to write The Divine Comedy?

Dante took about 12 years to write The Divine Comedy, working on it roughly between 1308 and 1320.

What historical period does the writing of The Divine Comedy belong
to?

The Divine Comedy was written during the late Middle Ages, specifically in the early 14th century.

Why is the writing period of The Divine Comedy significant?

The Divine Comedy was written during a time of political turmoil in ltaly, reflecting Dante's experiences

and views, which makes the early 14th century context significant for understanding the poem.

Was The Divine Comedy completed during Dante's lifetime?

Yes, The Divine Comedy was completed shortly before Dante's death in 1321.

Additional Resources

The Timeline and Context: When Was the Divine Comedy Written?

When was the divine comedy written remains a question of enduring scholarly interest and cultural
significance. Crafted by the Italian poet Dante Alighieri, this monumental work not only shaped the
course of ltalian literature but also left an indelible mark on Western literary tradition. Understanding
the timeframe during which the Divine Comedy was composed provides valuable insight into its

historical, political, and philosophical context, enhancing our appreciation of this epic masterpiece.



The Historical Context of the Divine Comedy’s Composition

Dante Alighieri is believed to have begun writing the Divine Comedy around 1308, continuing through
to approximately 1320, shortly before his death in 1321. This period in medieval Italy was
characterized by intense political upheaval, factional conflicts, and shifting alliances, all of which
influenced Dante’s work in profound ways. The Divine Comedy’s composition spanned roughly 12
years, reflecting a mature phase in Dante’s life, during which he was exiled from Florence and deeply

engaged with questions of morality, theology, and governance.

The timeframe of the Divine Comedy’s writing is crucial to understanding its thematic complexity. The
early 14th century saw the rise of the papal power struggle, the conflict between the Guelphs and
Ghibellines, and the broader European intellectual awakening—all of which are woven into the poem’s
allegorical framework. Dante’s exile from Florence in 1302, a consequence of his political affiliations,
directly impacted the tone and content of the Divine Comedy, infusing it with personal urgency and

philosophical depth.

Phases of Composition and Literary Evolution

Scholars generally divide the writing process of the Divine Comedy into three main phases,
corresponding to its three canticles: Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. These were not necessarily
written sequentially, but the poem’s structure reflects a clear progression in both narrative and

theological complexity.

* Inferno: Likely the earliest completed section, Inferno introduces readers to the vivid imagery of
Hell and the moral consequences of sin. Written during the initial years post-exile, it mirrors

Dante’s disillusionment and critique of contemporary society.

e Purgatorio: Composed in the middle phase, this canticle explores themes of repentance and



purification. Its tone suggests a more hopeful outlook, reflecting Dante’s philosophical inquiries

into redemption.

e Paradiso: The final section, often considered the most challenging to write, delves into
theological mysticism and divine enlightenment, marking the culmination of Dante’s spiritual

journey.

This phased approach to composition highlights how the Divine Comedy was not only a literary project
but also a personal and intellectual odyssey for Dante, evolving alongside his life circumstances and

reflections.

The Significance of the Divine Comedy’s Writing Period

Understanding when the Divine Comedy was written helps contextualize its enduring influence and the
innovative aspects that set it apart from contemporary works. Unlike many medieval texts written in
Latin, Dante’s choice to compose in the Tuscan dialect was revolutionary, contributing significantly to
the development of the Italian language. The early 14th century was a period ripe for such linguistic

experimentation, and Dante’s work played a pivotal role in elevating vernacular literature.

Moreover, the timing of the Divine Comedy’s composition coincides with the broader European
transition from medieval scholasticism to Renaissance humanism. Dante’s blend of classical
references, Christian theology, and personal narrative embodies this intellectual shift. The poem’s
intricate structure, employing terza rima rhyme scheme and profound allegory, reflects the

sophisticated literary techniques emerging during this era.

Comparison with Contemporary Works



When examining when the Divine Comedy was written, it is instructive to compare it with other notable
literary works of the period. While Dante was composing his epic, Geoffrey Chaucer was born (c.
1343), and Petrarch, another foundational figure of Renaissance humanism, lived from 1304 to 1374.
Unlike Dante’s extensive, multi-canticle masterpiece, other medieval works often focused on shorter

narratives or religious treatises.

This comparison underscores Dante’s ambition and the unique scope of the Divine Comedy. Its
composition during the early 1300s positioned it at the forefront of a literary revolution, bridging

medieval and Renaissance sensibilities.

Implications of the Divine Comedy’s Writing Era on Modern

Scholarship

The question of when the Divine Comedy was written is not merely academic; it directly impacts
modern interpretations and translations of the text. Scholars meticulously analyze Dante’s political exile
and personal experiences during 1308-1320 to decode allegories and historical references embedded
within the poem. Understanding the timeline aids in mapping Dante’s philosophical influences,

including Aristotelian ethics, Thomistic theology, and classical mythology.

Furthermore, the Divine Comedy’s composition period has prompted extensive research into
manuscript transmission and early print editions. The first printed edition appeared in 1472, over a
century after Dante’s death, underscoring the work’s lasting appeal and the evolution of literary

dissemination from manuscript to print culture.

Challenges in Pinpointing Exact Dates

Despite consensus on the general timeframe, precise dating of the Divine Comedy’s individual

canticles remains challenging. Dante did not leave a detailed account of his writing process, and



contemporary records are sparse. Manuscript evidence and internal textual clues provide the primary
means for dating. Variations among manuscripts also suggest revisions and additions over time,

indicating that the poem was a living document throughout Dante’s final years.

This ambiguity invites ongoing scholarly debate and enriches the study of the Divine Comedy,

highlighting the dynamic nature of medieval literary production.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Divine Comedy’s

Writing Period

When was the Divine Comedy written is a question that opens a window into the life of Dante Alighieri
and the rich historical tapestry of early 14th-century ltaly. Composed between approximately 1308 and
1320, the Divine Comedy encapsulates a transformative era marked by political strife, intellectual

ferment, and cultural evolution. Its composition period not only shaped the poem’s thematic depth but

also positioned it as a cornerstone of Italian literature and a precursor to Renaissance humanism.

By situating the Divine Comedy within its precise historical context, readers and scholars gain a
deeper appreciation of its artistic genius and philosophical sophistication. The questions and insights
arising from its timeframe continue to inspire academic inquiry and creative engagement, ensuring that

Dante’s masterpiece remains a vital and resonant work centuries after its creation.

When Was The Divine Comedy Written

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, 2022-11-13
Dante Alighieri's 'The Divine Comedy' is a masterpiece of epic poetry that follows the author's
pilgrimage through Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise. Written in the early 14th century, this allegorical
work explores themes of sin, redemption, and the nature of God's love. Alighieri's use of terza rima,
a poetic form he pioneered, adds a sense of movement and rhythm to the narrative, enhancing the
reader's experience of the journey. Through vivid descriptions and complex symbolism, 'The Divine
Comedy' remains a timeless classic that continues to captivate readers with its profound exploration
of the afterlife. As the first major work of Italian literature, Alighieri's epic has had a lasting impact
on Western literature, influencing countless writers and poets. Dante's own political exile from


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/when-was-the-divine-comedy-written.pdf

Florence likely fueled his inspiration, adding a personal dimension to his exploration of divine justice
and human suffering. I highly recommend '"The Divine Comedy' to readers interested in exploring the
intersection of theology, philosophy, and literature, as it offers a profound and thought-provoking
journey through the realms of the soul.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy (complete) Dante Alighieri,
2021-02-16 The Divine Comedy (1320) is a narrative poem by Dante Alighieri. Begun in 1308 while
Dante was exiled from his native Florence, The Divine Comedy—a long poem divided into three
books of 33 cantos each—presents the author’s spiritual journey from sinfulness and despair to
salvation and self-understanding. Written in the Tuscan vernacular, the poem was influential in
establishing a standardized Italian language. In the first book, Inferno, Dante is led by the Roman
poet Virgil into Hell. There, he comes to terms with his own sinfulness while observing the horrors
and tortures suffered by those condemned to eternity in its circles. Along the way, Dante encounters
historical figures, acquaintances, and other individuals whose violence, fraud, treachery, and
betrayal led their spirits to terrible suffering. This technique, which incorporates dialogue with
detailed description, is used throughout The Divine Comedy to provide context on historical,
theological, and political subjects while simultaneously situating the poet as narrator and
interlocutor in his own work. In this way, the physical and spiritual journey portrayed in the poem
becomes a journey for Dante himself, a way of transcending the despair he describes at its
beginning. In Purgatorio, Dante follows Virgil on an ascent of the Mountain of Purgatory, where he
encounters the souls of sinners who must atone for their actions in life before entering Heaven.
Leaving Virgil behind, Dante, in Paradiso, follows a divine Beatrice through the celestial spheres of
Heaven. As he approaches God and his own salvation, changed by a newfound sense of “the Love
which moves the sun and the other stars,” Dante ascends to the heights of world literature, uniting
the created soul and the artist’s creation as no other poet has done before or since. With a
beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of Dante Alighieri’s
The Divine Comedy is a classic of Italian literature reimagined for modern readers.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, 2013-02-26 A
stunning 3-in-1 deluxe edition of one of the great works of Western literature An epic masterpiece
and a foundational work of the Western canon, The Divine Comedy describes Dante's descent into
Hell with Virgil as his guide; his ascent of Mount Purgatory and reunion with his dead love, Beatrice;
and, finally, his arrival in Heaven. Examining questions of faith, desire, and enlightenment and
furnished with semiautobiographical details, Dante's poem is a brilliantly nuanced and moving
allegory of human redemption. This acclaimed blank verse translation is published here for the first
time in a one-volume edition. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher
of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri Dante
Alighieri, 2012-03-03 A new edition of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's classic verse translation of
Dante Alighieri's The Divine Comedy, including all three volumes of Dante's classic trilogy: Hell,
Purgatory, and Heaven. The Divine Comedy (or Divina Commedia) is an epic-length narrative poem,
written between 1308 and 1320 in the vernacular Tuscan of the era, that is widely considered to be
the pre-eminent work in Italian literature and a foundational work of the literary canon. The poem
traces the narrator's journey through the afterlife -- visiting first hell, then purgatory, and then
paradise -- and presents an imaginative vision of the afterlife that provides great insight into the
medieval Catholic worldview. Longfellow's verse translation was originally published in 1867 and is
considered to be a literary masterpiece in its own right.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy of Dante Dante Alighieri, Z.
El-bey, 2009-09-14 The Divine Comedy (Italian: Divina Commedia), written by Dante Alighieri



between 1308 and his death in 1321, is widely considered the central epic poem of Italian literature,
and is seen as one of the greatest works of world literature. The poem's imaginative and allegorical
vision of the Christian afterlife is a culmination of the medieval world-view as it had developed in the
Western Church. It helped establish the Tuscan dialect in which it is written as the Italian standard.
It is divided into three parts, the Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. This version of the Divine
Comedy includes famous illustrations of climatic scenes in the story and an Introduction along with
background history of the Divine Comedy.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, Henry Francis
Cary, 2024-06-02 The Comedy (in Italian, Commedia), or Divine Comedy (Divina Commedia), is a
poem by Dante Alighieri written in tercets strung together in hendecasyllables in the Florentine
vernacular. Composed, according to critics, between 1303 and 1321, the Commedia is Dante's most
famous work and one of the most important testimonies to medieval civilization. Known and studied
throughout the world, it is considered one of the masterpieces of literature.In his edition printed in
Venice in 1555, Gabriele Giolito de Ferrari (here painted by Titian in 1554) first gave the title Divina
to Dante's Comedy, which has remained so to this day.The Divine Comedy is generally considered to
be the first great text in Italian: the language in which it is written has had a considerable influence
on the peninsula's modern idiom. In writing his work, Dante was largely inspired by the bloody
conflict he himself experienced in Italy, pitting the Guelphs (Guelfi) against the Ghibellines
(Ghibellini) (1125-1300). From a literary point of view, Dante makes explicit reference to the Aeneid
and the Apocalypse of Paul, the two best-known ancient texts in the genre of tales of journeys to the
Underworld.The poem is divided into three parts called cantiche (Italian plural for cantica): Inferno
(Hell), Purgatorio (Purgatory) and Paradiso (Paradise), each composed of thirty-three songs (except
Hell, which contains a preliminary song). The poet narrates a journey through the three
supra-terrestrial kingdoms, culminating in a vision of the Trinity. His imaginary, allegorical depiction
of the Christian afterlife is a pinnacle of the medieval worldview developed by the Roman Catholic
Church.

when was the divine comedy written: Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, 2008-07-23 Long
narrative poem originally titled Commedia (about 1555 printed as La divina commedia) written
about 1310-14 by Dante. The work is divided into three major sections--Inferno, Purgatorio, and
Paradiso--which trace the journey of a man from darkness and error to the revelation of the divine
light, culminating in the beatific vision of God. It is usually held to be one of the world's greatest
works of literature. The plot of The Divine Comedy is simple: a man is miraculously enabled to visit
the souls in Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise. He has two guides: Virgil, who leads him through the
Inferno and Purgatorio, and Beatrice, who introduces him to Paradiso. Through these fictional
encounters taking place from Good Friday evening in 1300 through Easter Sunday and slightly
beyond, Dante the character learns of the exile that is awaiting him (an actual exile that had already
occurred at the time of writing). This device allowed Dante not only to create a story out of his exile
but also to explain how he came to cope with personal calamity and to offer suggestions for the
resolution of Italy's troubles as well.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, Henry Francis
Cary, 2013-01-28 The Divine Comedy is an epic poem written by Dante Alighieri between 1308 and
his death in 1321. It is widely considered the preeminent work of Italian literature, and is seen as
one of the greatest works of world literature. The poem's imaginative and allegorical vision of the
afterlife is a culmination of the medieval world-view as it had developed in the Western Church. It
helped establish the Tuscan dialect, in which it is written, as the standardized Italian language. It is
divided into three parts: Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. On the surface, the poem describes
Dante's travels through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven; but at a deeper level, it represents
allegorically the soul's journey towards God. At this deeper level, Dante draws on medieval Christian
theology and philosophy, especially Thomistic philosophy and the Summa Theologica of Thomas
Aquinas. Consequently, the Divine Comedy has been called the Summa in verse.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, 2013-04-16 The



Divine Comedy is an epic poem written by Dante Alighieri between 1308 and his death in 1321. It is
widely considered the preeminent work of Italian literature, and is seen as one of the greatest works
of world literature. The poem's imaginative and allegorical vision of the afterlife is a culmination of
the medieval world-view as it had developed in the Western Church. It helped establish the Tuscan
dialect, in which it is written, as the standardized Italian language. It is divided into three parts:
Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. On the surface, the poem describes Dante's travels through Hell,
Purgatory, and Heaven; but at a deeper level, it represents allegorically the soul's journey towards
God. The poem is written in the first person, and tells of Dante's journey through the three realms of
the dead, lasting from the night before Good Friday to the Wednesday after Easter in the spring of
1300.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri Dante Alighieri,
James Romanes Sibbald, 2013-09 The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri. Dantes Inferno. the
preeminent work of Italian literature. By Dante Alighieri. A Translation by James Romanes Sibbald.
The Divine Comedy is an epic poem written by Dante Alighieri between c. 1308 and his death in
1321. It is widely considered the preeminent work of Italian literature, and is seen as one of the
greatest works of world literature. The poem's imaginative and allegorical vision of the afterlife is a
culmination of the medieval world-view as it had developed in the Western Church. It helped
establish the Tuscan dialect, in which it is written, as the standardized Italian language. It is divided
into three parts: Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. On the surface, the poem describes Dante's
travels through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven; but at a deeper level, it represents allegorically the
soul's journey towards God. At this deeper level, Dante draws on medieval Christian theology and
philosophy, especially Thomistic philosophy and the Summa Theologica of Thomas Aquinas.
Consequently, the Divine Comedy has been called the Summa in verse. The work was originally
simply titled Comedia and was later christened Divina by Giovanni Boccaccio. The first printed
edition to add the word divine to the title was that of the Venetian humanist Lodovico Dolce,
published in 1555 by Gabriele Giolito de' Ferrari.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri Dante
Alighieri, 1970-10 Unabridged republication of 1867 edition published in London by George
Routledge & Sons as the third part of The Divine Comedy of Dante Aligheri.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy: Hell Dante Alighieri, 2009-10-30
The Divine Comedy: Hell written by legendary author Dante Alighieri is widely considered to be one
of the top 100 greatest books of all time. This great classic will surely attract a whole new
generation of readers. For many, The Divine Comedy: Hell is required reading for various courses
and curriculums. And for others who simply enjoy reading timeless pieces of classic literature, this
gem by Dante Alighieri is highly recommended. Published by Classic Books International and
beautifully produced, The Divine Comedy: Hell would make an ideal gift and it should be a part of
everyone's personal library.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy (Illustrated) Dante Alighieri,
2021-01-03 The Divine Comedy (Italian: Divina Commedia) is a long Italian narrative poem by Dante
Alighieri, begun c. 1308 and completed in 1320, a year before his death in 1321. It is widely
considered to be the pre-eminent work in Italian literature and one of the greatest works of world
literature. The poem's imaginative vision of the afterlife is representative of the medieval world-view
as it had developed in the Western Church by the 14th century. It helped establish the Tuscan
language, in which it is written (also in most present-day Italian-market editions), as the
standardized Italian language. It is divided into three parts: Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso.

when was the divine comedy written: The Inferno Dante Alighieri, 2015-09-15 Journey into
Dante's nine circles of hell in the epic poem, Inferno. The Divine Comedy, written in the early
fourteenth century by Dante Alighieri, continues to be essential reading for lovers of literature.
Dante's The Inferno is the first part of his masterpiece, The Divine Comedy. In this epic poem, Dante
is led by the poet Virgil into the nine circles of Hell--limbo, lust, gluttony, greed, anger, heresy,
violence, fraud, and treachery--culminating in a meeting with Satan himself. Along the way, he



meets a number of interesting figures. This edition uses the classic translation by the poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882). Complete and unabridged, this elegantly designed, clothbound
edition features an elastic closure and a new introduction by John Lotherington.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy; Volume 3 Dante Alighieri, C E
Wheeler, 2023-07-18 The Divine Comedy is a classic work of world literature, written by renowned
Italian poet Dante Alighieri. This edition is beautifully translated by C. E. Wheeler. Follow Dante
through the nine levels of Hell, up the mountain of Purgatory, and ultimately to the lofty heights of
Heaven. This is a must-read for lovers of epic poetry and classic literature. This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, 2019-06-29
Durante di Alighiero degli Alighieri, commonly known by his pen name Dante Alighieri or simply as
Dante (1265 - 1321), was an Italian poet during the Late Middle Ages. His Divine Comedy, originally
called Comedia (modern Italian: Commedia) and later christened Divina by Giovanni Boccaccio, is
widely considered the most important poem of the Middle Ages and the greatest literary work in the
Italian language. In the late Middle Ages, most poetry was written in Latin, making it accessible only
to the most educated readers. In De vulgari eloquentia (On Eloquence in the Vernacular), however,
Dante defended the use of the vernacular in literature. He would even write in the Tuscan dialect for
works such as The New Life (1295) and the Divine Comedy; this highly unorthodox choice set a
precedent that important later Italian writers such as Petrarch and Boccaccio would follow. Dante
was instrumental in establishing the literature of Italy, and his depictions of Hell, Purgatory and
Heaven provided inspiration for the larger body of Western art. He is cited as an influence on John
Milton, Geoffrey Chaucer and Alfred Tennyson, among many others. In addition, the first use of the
interlocking three-line rhyme scheme, or the terza rima, is attributed to him. In Italy, he is often
referred to as il Sommo Poeta (the Supreme Poet) and il Poeta; he, Petrarch, and Boccaccio are also
called the three fountains or the three crowns.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Annotated Dante Alighieri,
2020-08-13 Dante Alighieri's poetic masterpiece, The Divine Comedy, is a moving human drama, an
unforgettable visionary journey through the infinite torment of Hell, up the arduous slopes of
Purgatory, and on to the glorious realm of Paradise-the sphere of universal harmony and eternal
salvation.The Divine Comedy describes in an epic way Dantes three days long journey. His helper
was Virgil. He was the voice of reason and Beatrice was the symbol of Lords mercy. With their help
Dante had to go through hell, purgatory and heaven.The Divine Comedy is written divided to three
parts and each of them has 33 cantos that are the same length. The first canto is also included and
all together there are 100 cantos. Every part ends with the word "stelle" which means stars.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy / La Divina Commedia -
Parallel Italian / English Translation Dante Alighieri, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 2012-11
This edition gives a side-by-side parallel translation of Dante's Divine Comedy using Longfellow's
translation. The Divine Comedy is an epic poem written by Dante Alighieri between 1308 and his
death in 1321. It is generally considered to be the preeminent work of Italian literature and one of
the greatest works of world literature. The poem is written in the Tuscan dialect, and the poem
helped establish this dialect as the standardized Italian language. The poem is divided into three
parts: Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. At the superficial level, the poem describes Dante's travels
through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven; but at a deeper level, it ia an allegory of the soul's journey
towards God. In order to articulate this journey towards God, Dante uses on medieval Christian
theology and philosophy, especially Thomistic philosophy and the Summa Theologica of Thomas



Aquinas. Longfellow's translation is considered to be the best translation, overall. Longfellow, being
a poet himself, was able to create a flowing translation that has not been surpassed.

when was the divine comedy written: The Routledge Handbook of Translation History
Christopher Rundle, 2021-09-30 The Routledge Handbook of Translation History presents the first
comprehensive, state-of-the-art overview of this multi-faceted disciplinary area and serves both as an
introduction to carrying out research into translation and interpreting history and as a key point of
reference for some of its main theoretical and methodological issues, interdisciplinary approaches,
and research themes. The Handbook brings together 30 eminent international scholars from a wide
range of disciplinary backgrounds, offering examples of the most innovative research while
representing a wide range of approaches, themes, and cultural contexts. The Handbook is divided
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have emerged in translation and interpreting history over the past 20 years. This Handbook is an
indispensable resource for students and researchers of translation and interpreting history,
translation theory, and related areas.

when was the divine comedy written: The Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri, 2020-03-10 The
medieval classic that takes readers on a guided tour of the afterlife and on a spiritual journey toward
God. Written in the fourteenth century, this epic poem continues to entrance readers as it explores
the nine circles of hell, the mountain of purgatory, and the spheres of heaven, detailing those who
inhabit each and the sins and virtues that led them there. This masterpiece is a work of literature,
history, psychology, and philosophy—and a deeply insightful exploration of Christian theology that,
in painting a picture of the afterlife, allows us to reflect on earthly life as well.
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