what is pillars of the earth about

Pillars of the Earth: Exploring the Epic Tale Behind the Stone

what is pillars of the earth about is a question that often arises among
readers, gamers, and history enthusiasts alike. At its core, Pillars of the
Earth is a sweeping historical novel by Ken Follett, renowned for its vivid
storytelling and rich depiction of medieval life. But beyond just a book, it
has blossomed into a cultural phenomenon, inspiring video games, TV series,
and immersive experiences. If you’ve ever wondered what makes this story so
captivating, let’s delve into the heart of what Pillars of the Earth is about
and why it continues to resonate with audiences around the world.

Understanding What Pillars of the Earth Is
About

Pillars of the Earth is primarily a historical fiction novel set in 12th-
century England, during a tumultuous period marked by political strife,
religious upheaval, and social transformation. The narrative centers on the
ambitious construction of a cathedral in the fictional town of Kingsbridge.
This cathedral isn’t just a backdrop; it serves as a powerful symbol of human
aspiration, resilience, and the enduring search for meaning.

Ken Follett weaves together the lives of various characters from different
social strata—builders, monks, nobles, and common folk—each grappling with
their own challenges and desires. The story spans several decades, capturing
the complexity of medieval society and the myriad forces shaping it: from the
brutal realities of feudal warfare to the quiet, painstaking craftsmanship
required to raise stone walls that could stand for centuries.

The Historical Context: A World in Flux

To truly grasp what Pillars of the Earth is about, it helps to understand the
historical backdrop against which it unfolds. The 12th century was a period
of significant change in England. The country was recovering from the chaos
of The Anarchy—-a civil war between rival claimants to the English throne.
This instability impacted every layer of society and plays a crucial role in
the novel’s plot.

The cathedral’s construction is set against this unstable political
landscape, with power struggles between kings, bishops, and barons
influencing the fate of Kingsbridge and its people. Religion, too, is a
central theme, as the Church wields enormous influence, both spiritually and
politically. The novel explores how faith, ambition, and morality intersect
during this era.



The Characters That Bring the Story to Life

One of the reasons people ask what Pillars of the Earth is about is because
of its rich and diverse cast of characters. Their stories interlock, creating
a tapestry that reflects the hopes, fears, and conflicts of medieval life.

Tom Builder: The Dreamer and Craftsman

Tom Builder is perhaps the most emblematic figure in the novel. A master
mason and architect, Tom dreams of building a cathedral that will inspire awe
and devotion. His journey from a struggling craftsman to the man overseeing
the construction of Kingsbridge Cathedral embodies themes of perseverance and
creative vision.

Philip, the Monk with a Mission

Philip, the prior of Kingsbridge’s monastery, is a man deeply committed to
his faith and community. He sees the cathedral not only as a spiritual beacon
but as a means to transform his town and protect its people. His political
savvy and unwavering determination often place him at odds with powerful
adversaries, illustrating the complex relationship between religion and
power.

Aliena: Strength and Resilience

Aliena is a noblewoman who faces devastating personal losses yet refuses to
be broken. Her story adds a compelling dimension of empowerment and survival.
Through her struggles, readers witness the limited roles and harsh realities
women faced in medieval society, making her character both inspiring and
relatable.

Beyond the Book: Pillars of the Earth in Other
Media

As fascinating as the novel itself is, Pillars of the Earth has extended its
reach into other formats, each offering a unique way to experience the story.

The Video Game Adaptation

For gamers curious about what Pillars of the Earth is about, the video game



adaptation offers an interactive narrative adventure. Released by Daedalic
Entertainment, the game expands on the novel’s plot, allowing players to step
into the shoes of various characters and make decisions that influence the
outcome. This blend of storytelling and gameplay appeals to fans of
historical fiction and adventure games alike.

The Television Miniseries

The story was also adapted into a television miniseries, bringing the drama
and intrigue of the novel to life with stunning visuals and compelling
performances. The series captures the grandeur of the cathedral’s
construction and the emotional depth of the characters, making the medieval
world more accessible to a broader audience.

Why Does Pillars of the Earth Resonate So
Strongly?

The enduring popularity of Pillars of the Earth lies in its ability to
transport readers and viewers to a time long past while addressing timeless
themes. It’s about ambition and faith, love and betrayal, power and justice.
The novel’s detailed depiction of medieval architecture and society also
appeals to history buffs, while its compelling characters invite readers to
invest emotionally in their journeys.

The Power of Storytelling in Historical Fiction

Historical fiction walks a delicate line between fact and imagination, and
Pillars of the Earth strikes a masterful balance. Ken Follett’s meticulous
research ensures authenticity, while his storytelling crafts memorable
characters and dramatic tension. This combination makes history feel alive
and relevant, inviting readers to learn about the past through the lens of
human experience.

Lessons in Perseverance and Vision

At its heart, the story of constructing a cathedral is a metaphor for human
endeavor. It speaks to the idea that great achievements require not only
skill and labor but also vision, sacrifice, and collaboration. These lessons
resonate beyond the medieval setting, inspiring readers to pursue their own
“pillars” in life, whatever form they may take.



Exploring Themes and Symbols in Pillars of the
Earth

Delving deeper, the novel is rich with themes and symbolism that enrich the
narrative.

Faith and Doubt: The cathedral symbolizes spiritual aspiration, yet
characters wrestle with personal doubts and moral conflicts.

Power and Corruption: The struggle for control over the church and land
reflects broader themes of political intrigue and ethical compromise.

Social Class and Justice: The novel examines the rigid social hierarchy
and the quest for fairness amid inequality.

Love and Loyalty: Relationships in the story show the complexities of
human connection in a harsh world.

These layers make Pillars of the Earth more than just a historical drama; it
becomes a reflection on human nature and society.

Tips for New Readers Interested in Pillars of
the Earth

If you're intrigued by what Pillars of the Earth is about and considering
diving into the novel or its adaptations, here are a few pointers:

. Embrace the Length: The book is a substantial read, but its immersive

storytelling makes it a rewarding journey.

. Familiarize Yourself with Medieval History: A little background on 12th-

century England enhances appreciation for the setting and conflicts.

. Explore Different Media: Watching the miniseries or playing the game can

complement your understanding and enjoyment.

. Engage with the Characters: Pay attention to their motivations and

growth, as this drives much of the story’s impact.

These approaches can deepen your experience and help you connect more fully
with the vivid world Ken Follett has created.



Whether you’re drawn by the grandeur of cathedral building, the intrigue of
medieval politics, or the personal dramas of unforgettable characters,
understanding what Pillars of the Earth is about opens a door to a richly
imagined past. It’'s a story of endurance, creativity, and humanity that
continues to inspire and captivate audiences across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Pillars of the Earth' about?

'The Pillars of the Earth' is a historical novel by Ken Follett that centers
around the construction of a cathedral in the fictional town of Kingsbridge,
England, during the 12th century. It explores themes of love, power,
betrayal, and ambition amidst the backdrop of medieval society.

Who are the main characters in 'The Pillars of the
Earth'?

The main characters include Tom Builder, a master mason; Aliena, a noblewoman
seeking justice; Philip, a devout prior; and Jack, an innovative young man.
Their lives intertwine through the cathedral's construction and the political
intrigues of the time.

What time period does 'The Pillars of the Earth’
take place in?

‘The Pillars of the Earth' is set primarily in the 12th century, during a
time of civil war and social upheaval in England, known as The Anarchy.

Is 'The Pillars of the Earth' based on true events?

While 'The Pillars of the Earth' is a work of fiction, it is grounded in
historical context with accurate depictions of medieval life and cathedral
building, though the characters and specific events are fictional.

What themes are explored in 'The Pillars of the
Earth'?

The novel explores themes such as the struggle for power, the conflict
between good and evil, faith, love, social class, and the importance of
vision and perseverance.



Has 'The Pillars of the Earth' been adapted into
other media?

Yes, 'The Pillars of the Earth' has been adapted into a miniseries, a board
game, and a video game, all of which expand on the story and setting of the
novel.

Why is the cathedral significant in 'The Pillars of
the Earth'?

The cathedral symbolizes hope, faith, and the legacy of human achievement.
Its construction drives the plot and represents the characters' ambitions and
struggles.

What makes 'The Pillars of the Earth' a popular
historical novel?

Its rich storytelling, complex characters, detailed historical setting, and
the blending of personal drama with larger political and social issues make
it a compelling and enduring popular historical novel.

Additional Resources

**What Is Pillars of the Earth About? An In-Depth Exploration of Ken
Follett’s Historical Masterpiece**

what is pillars of the earth about is a question that resonates with readers,
historians, and literary enthusiasts alike. Ken Follett’s 1989 novel, *The
Pillars of the Earth*, has captivated millions worldwide, weaving a sprawling
narrative set in 12th-century England. This historical fiction epic explores
the construction of a cathedral in the fictional town of Kingsbridge,
entwining themes of ambition, power, love, and betrayal against the backdrop
of medieval life. But beyond its surface, the novel offers a rich examination
of human resilience and societal transformation during a turbulent era.

The Core Narrative: A Tale of Stone, Spirit, and
Struggle

At its heart, *The Pillars of the Earth* chronicles the ambitious project of
building a Gothic cathedral, an architectural marvel symbolizing faith and
human endeavor. The story spans several decades, charting the lives of
interconnected characters from various social strata—builders, clergy,
nobles, and peasants. Follett meticulously details the technical and social
challenges involved in cathedral construction, painting a vivid picture of
medieval craftsmanship and innovation.



The narrative’s central figures include Tom Builder, a master mason whose
dream is to construct the cathedral; Aliena, a noblewoman navigating loss and
survival; and Prior Philip, a devout and determined clergyman seeking to
uplift his priory amid political machinations. Their intertwined destinies
unfold amid historical events such as the Anarchy—-a civil war that engulfs
England following the death of King Henry I-adding layers of political
intrigue and social upheaval.

Historical Context and Authenticity

One of the standout features when investigating *what is pillars of the earth
about* is the novel’s commitment to historical authenticity. Ken Follett’s
extensive research permeates the narrative, from the minutiae of stone
masonry techniques to the complexities of medieval law and the Church’s
influence. The depiction of 12th-century England is neither romanticized nor
sanitized; rather, it exposes the harsh realities of life, including feudal
oppression, class conflict, and the precariousness of survival.

The period setting is crucial in understanding the novel’s atmosphere. The
Anarchy, a real historical conflict between Empress Maud and King Stephen,
serves as a turbulent backdrop, influencing characters’ fortunes and
decisions. This adds a layer of realism and stakes that elevate the story
beyond mere fiction into a nuanced historical drama.

Literary Structure and Themes

Follett’s narrative is notable for its multi-perspective storytelling style,
which allows readers to experience the story through diverse viewpoints. This
polyphonic approach enhances the depth of characterization and thematic
exploration. Themes of ambition, faith, justice, and love are interwoven
seamlessly with the practical realities of medieval life, resulting in a
complex tapestry of human experience.

A critical analysis of *what is pillars of the earth about* reveals its
exploration of the transformative power of architecture—-not just as physical
construction but as a metaphor for societal progress and human aspiration.
The cathedral symbolizes hope, endurance, and the pursuit of a legacy that
transcends individual lifetimes.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The success and influence of *The Pillars of the Earth* extend beyond the
literary realm. The novel has inspired a miniseries adaptation, a board game,
and a video game, each interpreting the source material with varying degrees
of fidelity and creative license. The television adaptation, in particular,



brought wider recognition to the story, introducing Follett’s richly drawn
world to a broader audience.

From an SEO perspective, searches related to *what is pillars of the earth
about* often coincide with queries about the novel'’s historical accuracy,
character analysis, and comparisons with other historical fiction works such
as *War and Peace* or *The Name of the Rose*. The novel'’s enduring popularity
ensures a steady interest in its themes and characters.

The Novel's Place in Historical Fiction

In the realm of historical fiction, *The Pillars of the Earth* stands out for
its meticulous blending of fact and fiction. Unlike purely historical texts,
Follett’s work emphasizes narrative drive and emotional engagement without
sacrificing authenticity. This balance has earned the novel a place among
influential works that have shaped modern perceptions of medieval Europe.

Comparatively, while many historical novels focus primarily on political or
royal figures, Follett’s choice to center on the common people-artisans,
monks, and merchants—provides a fresh perspective. This democratization of
storytelling adds to the novel’s appeal and educational value, offering
insights into the everyday lives that are often overlooked in history books.

Character Dynamics and Development

The characters in *The Pillars of the Earth* are complex and evolving,
reflecting the moral ambiguities and social tensions of their time. Tom
Builder’s unwavering dedication to his craft contrasts with the manipulative
ambitions of antagonists like William Hamleigh, adding dramatic tension.
Aliena’s resilience as a woman fighting for survival in a patriarchal society
highlights themes of empowerment and social mobility.

Prior Philip’s spiritual journey and political savvy demonstrate the Church’s
multifaceted role in medieval society—not just as a religious institution but
as a political power broker. These character arcs collectively deepen the
reader’s understanding of the era’s social fabric and personal struggles.

Educational and Entertainment Value

For readers and scholars interested in medieval history, architecture, or
historical fiction writing techniques, *The Pillars of the Earth* serves as
both an educational resource and a compelling narrative. Follett’s detailed
descriptions of Gothic architecture provide insight into the technological
innovations of the period, such as flying buttresses and ribbed vaults.



At the same time, the novel’s dramatic plotlines and rich characterizations
ensure its entertainment value remains high. This dual appeal has contributed
to its sustained popularity and relevance in literary discussions.

Potential Criticisms and Limitations

Despite its acclaim, *The Pillars of the Earth* is not without criticisms.
Some readers and critics point out occasional anachronisms or melodramatic
elements that may detract from historical immersion. Additionally, the
novel’s length and complex plot can be daunting for some, potentially
limiting its accessibility.

Furthermore, while the novel attempts to portray a broad spectrum of medieval
life, certain perspectives—such as those of women and lower classes—may still
be filtered through contemporary sensibilities, which can influence
authenticity.

Final Reflections on What Is Pillars of the Earth
About

Ultimately, answering *what is pillars of the earth about* involves
recognizing the novel’s multifaceted nature. It is a richly textured
historical epic that combines architectural ambition, human drama, and
political intrigue within one of England’s most volatile periods. Its
enduring appeal lies in its ability to transport readers into a world where
stone and spirit collide, offering timeless reflections on humanity’s quest
to build not just monuments, but meaningful lives.
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what is pillars of the earth about: The Pillars of the Earth Ken Follett, 2016-05-03 #1 New
York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . . monumental
masterpiece” (Booklist) that changed the course of Ken Follett’s already phenomenal career—and
begins where its prequel, The Evening and the Morning, ended. “Follett risks all and comes out a
clear winner,” extolled Publishers Weekly on the release of The Pillars of the Earth. A departure for
the bestselling thriller writer, the historical epic stunned readers and critics alike with its ambitious
scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands as a testament to Follett’s unassailable command of
the written word and to his universal appeal. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of
Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world
has known . . . of Tom, the mason who becomes his architect—a man divided in his soul . . . of the
beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame . . . and of a struggle between good and
evil that will turn church against state and brother against brother. A spellbinding epic tale of
ambition, anarchy, and absolute power set against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfth-century
England, this is Ken Follett’s historical masterpiece.
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what is pillars of the earth about: The Pillars of the Earth Ken Follett, 2010-06-29 #1 New
York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . . monumental
masterpiece” (Booklist) that changed the course of Ken Follett’s already phenomenal career—and
begins where its prequel, The Evening and the Morning, ended. “Follett risks all and comes out a
clear winner,” extolled Publishers Weekly on the release of The Pillars of the Earth. A departure for
the bestselling thriller writer, the historical epic stunned readers and critics alike with its ambitious
scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands as a testament to Follett’s unassailable command of
the written word and to his universal appeal. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of
Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world
has known . . . of Tom, the mason who becomes his architect—a man divided in his soul . . . of the
beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame . . . and of a struggle between good and
evil that will turn church against state and brother against brother. A spellbinding epic tale of
ambition, anarchy, and absolute power set against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfth-century
England, this is Ken Follett’s historical masterpiece.

what is pillars of the earth about: Government the Pillar of the Earth. A sermon preached ...
before His Excellency Jonathan Belcher, Esq; Captain General and Commander in Chief, etc
Benjamin COLMAN, 1730

what is pillars of the earth about: THE PILLARS OF THE EARTH KEN FOLLETT, 1989

what is pillars of the earth about: Summary Study Guide the Pillars of the Earth Hyper
Summary, 2020-12-14 Pillars of the Earth Summary and Study GuideWelsh writer Ken Follett begins
his novel The Pillars of the Earth with the sinking of the White Ship in 1120 and ends it with the
murder of Thomas Beckett in 1170.The White Ship sinking in the English Channel resulted in the
death of Henry I's only male heir. Subsequently, England descended into a period historians call the
Anarchy, in which Henry's female heir Matilda (called Maud in Follett's book and in this summary)
and his nephew Stephen went to war over succession from 1135 to 1153. Maud's son Henry II
ascended to the throne in 1154. Henry II's feud with Thomas Beckett over ecclesiastical versus
monarchic control of the English church eventually led him to attack and kill Beckett in Canterbury
Cathedral in 1170, a shock that carried across Christendom, leading to Beckett's martyrdom.Though
these real-life figures appear in Follett's bestselling work of historical fiction, the book mainly deals
with the lives of ordinary people. It centers around the fictional town of Kingsbridge, and of Prior
Philip's attempts to build a church worthy of his temperaments and beliefs. The book was first
published in 1990, and this summary refers to the Penguin mass market paperback edition.

what is pillars of the earth about: The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2015-12-07 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Pillars of the Earth with
this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of
The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett, which tells the story of the building of a cathedral and the
many trials and tribulations of the inhabitants over the course of its construction. The novel received
huge success after publication and is the author’s most popular book, although many of his works
have been bestsellers. Follett has received many awards for his writing as well as three honorary
doctorates, proving the influence of his historical and thrilling novels. Find out everything you need
to know about The Pillars of the Earth in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative
reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary ¢ Character studies * Key themes and symbols
* Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

what is pillars of the earth about: The Sacred Theory of the Earth Thomas Burnet, 1734

what is pillars of the earth about: The Earth and Its Story Angelo Heilprin, 1896

what is pillars of the earth about: The Pillar of Celestial Fire Robert Cox, 1997-11-01 In
this well-documented book, compelling evidence is presented that during the previous Golden Age, a




universal sacred science was shared by enlightened Seers of the Biblical, Egyptian, Vedic, Taoist,
and Native American traditions. The mysterious and powerful knowledge possessed by these ancient
Seers is relevant today, for it holds the keys to spiritual enlightenment, perfect health, and physical
immortality. Although this knowledge was lost long ago, according to the cycles of time mapped out
by the ancient Seers themselves, we are now about to enter into a new Golden Age - a time when the
lost sacred science is destined to be revived, and miraculous new technologies will arise. The author
presents the spiritual, historical, and scientific background of this imminent revival with remarkable
insight, offering a message of great hope for the entire human race.

what is pillars of the earth about: The Sacred Theory of the Earth Burnet, 1719

what is pillars of the earth about: An exopistion with practicall observations continued
upon the twenty-second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth
chapters of the Book of Job, etc Joseph CARYL, 1655

what is pillars of the earth about: Language of the Earth Frank H. T. Rhodes, Richard O.
Stone, 2013-10-22 Language of the Earth is a collection of essays that provides a particular category
of and describes the current content in each area of earth science. The book reviews various aspects
of geological knowledge, including the characters, motives, and attitudes of certain individuals who
have made contributions in this field. Case studies of eyewitness accounts of geological phenomena
include the Turtle Mountain slide, the Lisbon earthquake, the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, the
eruption of the Oraefajokull in 1727. The text also discusses some geological controversies such as
the footprints in red sandstone, as well as geological philosophies concerning estimates of time since
the Earth has existed. The book cites 3000-year old Chinese records chronicling earthquake activity;
it also discusses earthquakes and the hypothesis of continental drift. The text then explains the many
ways in which geology can relate to the person—in his approach to his work, the personal touch.
Geology is shown in terms of its relation to prose, poetry, and sometimes, humor, as in the discovery
of the petrified woman. This book can offer a light and entertaining respite for geologists, historians,
students or professors of the earth sciences, and for general readers interested in personal accounts
of some geological discoveries.

what is pillars of the earth about: The Biblical Basis for Modern Science Henry Morris,
2020-02-11 The Bible is Indeed a Book of Science, Revealed By God. We live in a “scientific age,”
and the proliferation of scientific knowledge and the resulting technologies seem almost endless.
Scientific discoveries and developments, however, can be a danger as well as a blessing to mankind.
The modern world is desperately in need of God’s own wisdom concerning the purpose and meaning
of true science. When you move beyond modern assumptions and false preconceptions, the Bible is
found to not only reveal a thoroughly modern perspective on the real facts and principles of science
but also to provide wisdom and guidance concerning its proper role in human life. Biology is the
science of life, and Christ himself is “life.” Geology is the science of the earth, and He is the Creator
of the ends of the earth. We also could speak of other sciences, but all must ultimately be ascribed to
Christ. True knowledge of any component of His creation must depend ultimately on the knowledge
of Christ and His Word. Reveals biblical insights for cosmology, astronomy, physics,
thermodynamics, chemistry, geology, paleontology, biology, anthropology, and more Brings to light
how scientific and statistical evidence, rationally evaluated, favor God over evolution

what is pillars of the earth about: The Theory of the Earth: containing an account of the
original of the Earth ... The second edition Thomas BURNET (Master of the Charter House.), 1719

what is pillars of the earth about: Architecture and Utopia in the Temple Era Michael
Chyutin, 2006-01-01 Proposes a reconstruction of the Temple, which differs from conventional
descriptions in Jewish literary sources during the First and Second Temple eras. This book examines
the individual descriptions of the Temple and considers the influence of the descriptions on
subsequent ones.

what is pillars of the earth about: Firmament: Vaulted Dome of the Earth Zen Garcia,
2016-09-16 While researching information for the publication of my 9th book The Flat Earth As Key
To Decrypt The Book Of Enoch, I was led to understanding that not only does the Bible support



premise that the earth is a flat circular plane but that it is covered by the firmament as a solid
transparent dome like canopy. This led me to revisit the canonical and extra Biblical texts such as
The Book Of Enoch, The Book Of Jasher, The Book Of Jubilees, and myriad others, to see if not only
did they affirm such idea but if they contained other little known insight which might expound upon
this matter in some detailed manner. This book is the end result of that search and compilation of all
of those source references. And because I include in this study much extra Biblical material which
few are familiar with, I doubt one will be able to find a more complete investigation of the firmament
as topic than that which is presented here. The seeker of lost paradise may seem a fool to those
whom have never sought the other worlds

what is pillars of the earth about: An Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred
Sciences: Comprising the Whole Range of Arts, Sciences and Literature as Connected with
the Institution Albert Gallatin Mackey, 1889
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2023-05-15 Reprint of the original, first published in 1874.

what is pillars of the earth about: An Encyclopeedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred
Sciences Albert Gallatin Mackey, 1912

what is pillars of the earth about: An Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred
Sciences ... Albert Gallatin Mackey, Charles Thompson McClenachan, 1905
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