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understanding religion in a global society is more important than ever in
today’s interconnected world. As cultures blend and people from diverse
backgrounds interact daily, religion remains a powerful force shaping
identities, values, and worldviews. Whether in business, politics, education,
or social life, having a nuanced grasp of religion’s role helps foster
respect, dialogue, and cooperation across borders. Let’s explore how religion
influences global society and why understanding it can enhance our ability to
navigate the complexities of our modern, multicultural world.

The Role of Religion in Shaping Global
Communities

Religion is not just a private matter of faith; it often plays a central role
in shaping communities and social structures. Across continents, major
religions influence traditions, laws, and even economic practices. From the
rituals of Hinduism in India to the communal prayers in Islam, religious
practices contribute to social cohesion and cultural identity. Understanding
these aspects is crucial when engaging with international communities or
working in global contexts.

Religion as a Cultural Identity

For many, religion forms a core part of their cultural heritage. It ties
people to a shared history and set of customs that have been passed down
through generations. Recognizing this connection is essential when
interacting with people from different backgrounds. For example, celebrating
religious holidays or respecting dietary restrictions can be simple yet
profound ways to show respect and build trust.

Religion and Social Ethics

Many religions offer ethical frameworks that influence individual behavior
and collective norms. Concepts like compassion in Buddhism, charity in
Christianity and Islam, or dharma in Hinduism guide followers’ interactions
and societal responsibilities. Understanding these ethical principles can
help bridge gaps in communication and reduce misunderstandings in
multicultural settings.



Challenges of Understanding Religion in a
Globalized World

As we strive to understand religion in a global society, several challenges
arise. Misinterpretations, stereotypes, and lack of knowledge can lead to
conflicts or social tensions. The global media sometimes portrays religions
in a biased or sensationalized way, which further complicates genuine
understanding.

Overcoming Stereotypes and Prejudices

One of the biggest obstacles is breaking down preconceived notions about
religions. Stereotypes can create barriers that prevent meaningful dialogue.
Approaching religion with openness and a willingness to learn encourages
empathy and dispels myths. For instance, understanding the diversity within
Islam or Christianity prevents generalizations that can lead to
discrimination.

Language and Interpretative Differences

Religious texts and teachings are often interpreted differently across
cultures and sects. Language nuances can affect how religious ideas are
understood or practiced. This diversity means that a single religion may have
multiple expressions worldwide. Acknowledging these differences enriches our
perspective and helps avoid oversimplification.

How Globalization Influences Religious
Practices

Globalization, with its rapid exchange of ideas and people, has transformed
how religion is expressed and experienced. Technology, migration, and
intercultural communication have all contributed to new forms of religious
identity and practice.

The Impact of Migration and Diaspora Communities

Migration has led to the spread of religions far beyond their places of
origin. Diaspora communities maintain their religious traditions while also
adapting to new cultural environments. This blending creates dynamic
religious landscapes where old and new practices coexist. For example, the
growth of Hindu temples in Western countries exemplifies how religions evolve



globally.

Technology and Religion

The internet and social media platforms have revolutionized access to
religious knowledge and community. Online sermons, virtual prayer groups, and
religious forums connect believers worldwide. Technology also allows for
interfaith dialogues that were once difficult due to geographical barriers.
This digital dimension adds a new layer to understanding religion in a global
society.

Promoting Interfaith Dialogue and Religious
Literacy

One of the most effective ways to foster peaceful coexistence in a global
society is through interfaith dialogue and religious literacy. Learning about
different religions not only broadens horizons but also builds bridges
between communities.

What is Religious Literacy?

Religious literacy means having a basic understanding of various religions’
beliefs, practices, and historical contexts. This knowledge helps people
navigate religious diversity with sensitivity and respect. Educational
programs focusing on religious literacy can reduce ignorance and promote
inclusivity.

Benefits of Interfaith Dialogue

Bringing people from different faiths together encourages mutual respect and
cooperation. Interfaith dialogue can dispel fears, reduce tensions, and
create common ground for addressing social issues. It often highlights shared
values such as compassion, justice, and peace, emphasizing humanity’s
interconnectedness beyond religious differences.

Practical Tips for Understanding Religion in a
Global Society

Grasping the complexities of religion in a global context requires openness,
patience, and a genuine interest in learning. Here are some tips to approach



this important task:

Engage with authentic sources: Read religious texts, listen to
practitioners, and consult reputable experts to avoid misinformation.

Ask respectful questions: Curiosity is key, but it should be paired with
respect for others’ beliefs and practices.

Attend cultural and religious events: Participating or observing can
provide firsthand experience and deeper appreciation.

Reflect on your own biases: Recognize and challenge any stereotypes or
prejudices you might hold.

Promote inclusive communication: Use language that honors diversity and
avoids assumptions.

These small but meaningful steps can make a significant difference in
fostering understanding and harmony.

The Future of Religion in an Interconnected
World

Looking ahead, understanding religion in a global society will continue to be
vital as the world becomes more interconnected. Religious beliefs and values
will keep shaping personal identities and international relations alike. By
embracing diversity and encouraging informed dialogue, societies can harness
religion’s positive potential to promote peace, justice, and cooperation.

As we navigate this complex landscape, the pursuit of empathy and knowledge
remains our best tool. In an age where global challenges require collective
solutions, appreciating the role of religion helps us work together with
respect and insight, building a more inclusive and compassionate world.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does globalization impact the practice and
perception of religion?
Globalization facilitates the exchange of religious ideas and practices
across cultures, leading to increased religious pluralism and sometimes
syncretism. It also raises challenges such as religious conflicts and the
need for interfaith dialogue to promote mutual understanding.



Why is it important to study religion in a global
society?
Studying religion in a global society helps individuals understand diverse
worldviews, promotes tolerance, and provides insight into how religion
influences social, political, and cultural dynamics worldwide.

What role does religion play in global conflicts and
peacebuilding?
Religion can both contribute to conflicts when used to justify violence or
exclusion and serve as a powerful force for peacebuilding by fostering
reconciliation, dialogue, and shared values among different communities.

How do secularism and religious pluralism coexist in
global societies?
Secularism promotes the separation of religion and state, allowing multiple
religions to coexist without state interference. This coexistence supports
religious pluralism by protecting freedom of belief and encouraging respect
among diverse religious groups.

In what ways do migration and diaspora communities
influence global religious landscapes?
Migration and diaspora communities spread religious traditions beyond their
places of origin, leading to the establishment of new religious centers, the
blending of practices, and increased religious diversity in host countries.

How can education contribute to understanding
religion in a global context?
Education fosters critical thinking and awareness about different religions,
dispels stereotypes, and equips individuals with the knowledge needed to
engage respectfully with diverse religious beliefs, thereby enhancing social
cohesion in a globalized world.

Additional Resources
Understanding Religion in a Global Society: Navigating Faith in a Connected
World

understanding religion in a global society involves examining how diverse
belief systems intersect, influence, and coexist amid unprecedented levels of
connectivity and cultural exchange. As globalization accelerates the movement
of people, ideas, and information, the role of religion in shaping



identities, social norms, and geopolitics becomes increasingly complex. This
dynamic landscape challenges policymakers, scholars, and communities to
foster dialogue and tolerance while addressing conflicts rooted in religious
differences.

The Multifaceted Role of Religion in a
Globalized Context

Religion remains one of the most enduring and influential aspects of human
societies. Despite the rise of secularism in some parts of the world, more
than 80% of the global population identifies with a religious tradition,
according to Pew Research Center data. Understanding religion in a global
society requires acknowledging its multifaceted impact—not only as a source
of spiritual guidance but also as a driver of cultural heritage, social
cohesion, and sometimes political mobilization.

Globalization has brought religious communities into closer contact, exposing
both shared values and profound differences. This interconnection can lead to
greater mutual understanding but also heightens the potential for
misunderstanding and conflict. For instance, religious festivals, rituals,
and practices that once remained localized are now broadcast worldwide,
offering opportunities for intercultural appreciation but also sparking
debates about cultural appropriation and respect.

Religious Diversity and Interfaith Dynamics

One of the defining characteristics of religion in a global society is the
sheer diversity of faiths encountered in everyday life. Major world religions
such as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism each encompass
multiple denominations and sects, creating a rich tapestry of beliefs and
practices. Additionally, indigenous and new religious movements contribute to
this complexity.

Interfaith dialogue has become a crucial mechanism for promoting peaceful
coexistence. Organizations like the Parliament of the World’s Religions and
the United Nations’ initiatives on religious tolerance highlight efforts to
bridge gaps between communities. These dialogues often emphasize common
ethical principles—such as compassion, justice, and respect for human
dignity—while acknowledging doctrinal differences. However, challenges remain
in addressing deeply entrenched prejudices and the politicization of
religious identities.

The Influence of Religion on Global Politics



Religion’s influence extends significantly into political arenas, shaping
both domestic policies and international relations. In some countries,
religion forms the basis of legal systems, such as Sharia law in parts of the
Islamic world or canon law in Vatican City. Other nations maintain secular
governance but grapple with religious lobbying and advocacy groups that
impact legislation on issues like education, reproductive rights, and freedom
of expression.

On the international stage, religious affiliations often intersect with
ethnic and national identities, complicating diplomatic efforts. Conflicts in
regions such as the Middle East, South Asia, and parts of Africa frequently
have religious dimensions, though underlying socioeconomic and political
factors also play critical roles. Understanding religion in a global society
thus entails dissecting these layered causes and recognizing religion’s
potential both to fuel tensions and to offer frameworks for peacebuilding.

Challenges and Opportunities in a Pluralistic
World

The coexistence of multiple religions within globalized societies presents
unique challenges. Social integration can be hindered by religious
discrimination, stereotyping, and exclusion, which undermine social harmony
and violate human rights. For example, religious minorities in various
countries often face restrictions on worship, education, and participation in
public life.

At the same time, increased religious literacy and intercultural education
offer paths toward greater empathy and social cohesion. Schools, media, and
community programs that promote understanding of different religious
traditions can reduce fear and suspicion. Moreover, the rise of digital
platforms enables both the spread of religious knowledge and the risk of
misinformation or radicalization, underscoring the need for nuanced
approaches to digital engagement.

Technology’s Impact on Religion

Technological advancements have transformed how religions are practiced,
experienced, and propagated. Virtual worship services, online religious
education, and faith-based social networks allow believers to maintain
community ties despite geographical distances. This digital shift also raises
questions about authenticity, authority, and the commercialization of
spirituality.

Furthermore, the internet serves as a double-edged sword; while it
facilitates interfaith dialogue and access to sacred texts, it also provides
a platform for extremist ideologies and hate speech. Efforts to monitor and



counteract online radicalization must balance security concerns with freedom
of belief and expression.

Global Migration and Religious Identity

Mass migration flows have reshaped the religious landscape in many countries,
introducing new faith communities and prompting renegotiations of identity
and belonging. Immigrants often use religion as a means of preserving
cultural heritage and building supportive networks in unfamiliar
environments.

Host societies face the task of accommodating religious diversity within
legal and social frameworks. Issues such as the construction of places of
worship, religious attire in public spaces, and dietary accommodations in
schools and workplaces frequently become points of contention. Success in
managing these challenges hinges on inclusive policies and open dialogue that
respect both majority and minority religious rights.

Key Factors for Understanding Religion in a
Global Society

Cultural Context: Religion cannot be fully understood without
considering the cultural, historical, and social contexts that shape its
expression and significance.

Pluralism and Tolerance: Promoting acceptance of religious diversity is
essential for peaceful coexistence in multicultural societies.

Legal Frameworks: Balancing freedom of religion with other human rights
requires clear, fair, and adaptable laws.

Education and Awareness: Increasing religious literacy reduces prejudice
and fosters interfaith cooperation.

Media Representation: Responsible media coverage influences public
perceptions and can either bridge or widen divides.

Understanding religion in a global society is not merely an academic exercise
but a practical necessity in an interconnected world where faith continues to
shape millions of lives. As societies evolve, so too must approaches to
religion—embracing complexity, promoting dialogue, and seeking common ground
amid diversity. This ongoing process holds the promise of enriching human
experience and contributing to a more harmonious global community.



Understanding Religion In A Global Society

  understanding religion in a global society: Understanding Religion in a Global Society
Kent E. Richter, Eva M. Räpple, John C. Modschiedler, 2004 UNDERSTANDING RELIGION IN
GLOBAL SOCIETY is an accessible and timely introduction to religion that encourages students to
explore actively the breadth and depth of the religious within the context of the current geo-political
outlook. Using the phenomenological method, major religious traditions are analyzed in light of the
opportunities and challenges posed by the forces of globalization. Organized topically, this textbook
fosters deeper levels of understanding via engaging commentary and pedagogy and a robust
website. Above all, this text assists students in questioning, exploring, and analyzing diverse
religious contexts and in comparing the beliefs, rituals, texts, art, and individual and social aspects
of religion.
  understanding religion in a global society: Religions in Global Society Peter Beyer,
2013-01-11 Peter Beyer, a distinguished sociologist of religion, presents a way of understanding
religion in a contemporary global society - by analyzing it as a dimension of the historical process of
globalization. Introducing theories of globalization and showing how they can be applied to world
religions, Beyer reveals the nature of the contested category of ‘religion’: what it means, what it
includes and what it implies in the world today. Written with exceptional clarity and illustrated with
lively and diverse examples ranging from Islam and Hinduism to African traditional religions and
new age spirituality, this is a fascinating overview of how religion has developed in a globalized
society. It is recommended reading for students taking courses on sociology of religion, religion and
globalization, and religion and modernity.
  understanding religion in a global society: Religion and Politics in a Global Society Paul
Christopher Manuel, Alynna Lyon, Clyde Wilcox, 2012-11-12 Religion and Politics in a Global
Society: Comparative Perspectives from the Portuguese-Speaking World, edited by Paul Christopher
Manuel, Alynna Lyon, and Clyde Wilcox, explores the legacy of the Portuguese colonial experience,
with careful consideration of the lasting impression that this experience has had on the cultural,
religious, and political dynamics in the former colonies. Applying the insights derived from three
theoretical schools (religious society, political institutions, and cultural toolkit), this volume brings
together scholars from a variety of disciplines, offering in-depth case studies on Angola, Brazil, East
Timor, Goa, Mozambique, and Portugal—societies connected by a shared colonial past and common
cultural and sociolinguistic characteristics. Each chapter examines questions on how faith and
culture interrelate, and how the various national experiences might resonate with one another. This
volume provides a deeper understanding of the Lusophone global society, as well as the larger field
of religion and politics.
  understanding religion in a global society: Routledge International Handbook of
Religion in Global Society Jayeel Cornelio, François Gauthier, Tuomas Martikainen, Linda
Woodhead, 2020-11-29 Like any other subject, the study of religion is a child of its time. Shaped and
forged over the course of the twentieth century, it has reflected the interests and political situation
of the world at the time. As the twenty-first century unfolds, it is undergoing a major transition along
with religion itself. This volume showcases new work and new approaches to religion which work
across boundaries of religious tradition, academic discipline and region. The influence of globalizing
processes has been evident in social and cultural networking by way of new media like the internet,
in the extensive power of global capitalism and in the increasing influence of international bodies
and legal instruments. Religion has been changing and adapting too. This handbook offers fresh
insights on the dynamic reality of religion in global societies today by underscoring transformations
in eight key areas: Market and Branding; Contemporary Ethics and Virtues; Intimate Identities;
Transnational Movements; Diasporic Communities; Responses to Diversity; National Tensions; and
Reflections on ‘Religion’. These themes demonstrate the handbook’s new topics and approaches that
move beyond existing agendas. Bringing together scholars of all ages and stages of career from
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around the world, the handbook showcases the dynamism of religion in global societies. It is an
accessible introduction to new ways of approaching the study of religion practically, theoretically
and geographically.
  understanding religion in a global society: The Religion Toolkit John Morreall, Tamara
Sonn, 2024-08-19 THE RELIGION TOOLKIT A comprehensive survey of the study of religion
worldwide, from ancient indigenous traditions to today’s religious nationalism. “This is an excellent
book that is a good, comprehensive overview of the history of religions and the ways of studying
religion within Religious Studies... it really brings religions to life for the reader.” —Gavin Flood,
Professor of Hindu Studies and Comparative Religion, Oxford University “The authors provide a
clear, first-rate introduction to the study of religions, origins, leading scholars and their theories and
beliefs.... This is by far the best introductory volume I am aware of both in terms of substance,
clarity, and insights.” — John L. Esposito, Distinguished University Professor, Georgetown
University, and Past President of the American Academy of Religion The Religion Toolkit:
Understanding Religion in the World Today is a clear and comprehensive introduction to the
academic study of religions, providing readers an introduction to the history and theories of
Religious Studies, a survey of global religious traditions, and an overview of religion in the public
sphere today. Discusses theory and methodology in religion, including the disciplines of
anthropology, psychology, philosophy, biblical studies, and theology Describes the early
development of religion, with overviews of traditions around the world, including Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Baha’i, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Daoism,
Confucianism, and Shinto Covers traditions not commonly addressed in introductory textbooks, such
as Santeria, Vodou, Tengrism, and indigenous traditions of the Americas Examines recent
developments and contemporary issues such as secularization, bioethics, and the rise of religious
nationalism Includes access to a companion website with discussion questions, additional material,
and helpful primary and secondary sources Providing the knowledge and tools required to explore
and understand the nature and roles of religion, The Religion Toolkit: Understanding Religion in the
World Today, Second Edition is an excellent introductory textbook for undergraduate and graduate
courses in Religious Studies, History of Religion, Religions of the World, and Theory and Method in
the Study of Religion, as well as a valuable resource for general readers interested in the role of
religion in the world today.
  understanding religion in a global society: The New Blackwell Companion to the
Sociology of Religion Bryan S. Turner, 2016-10-03 THE NEW BLACKWELL COMPANION TO THE
Sociology of Religion “...I enjoyed reading this book for its in-depth examination of the complexities
of the social forces that are shaping and are being shaped by religious groups around the world. I
certainly see this being of theoretical value for researchers engaging the new religious realities of
our world.” Sociology of Religion: A Quarterly Review “... The new companion is a timely and
valuable work, validly updating the original companion and a good addition to the reference shelves
of any academic or specialist library.” Reference Reviews Reflecting recent developments in the
field, this companion provides a comprehensive introduction to the sociology of religion with a clear
emphasis on comparative and historical approaches. Covering all the areas relevant to
undergraduate courses in this area, the Companion begins by laying down the anthropological and
sociological foundations of the study of religion and their contemporary developments. It continues
with an analysis of both traditional and contemporary forms of organization, such as church–sect
typologies as well as “megachurches” and modern forms of spirituality. The secularization and
post-secular society debates are considered in depth along with the globalization process,
fundamentalism, charismatic movements, and revivalism. It also discusses the sociology of
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and religions of China, as well as the areas of
American exceptionalism from de Tocqueville onwards, religious nationalism, women and piety
movements, and the spirituality of Native American communities. Considering new developments in
social theory and religion, the collection concludes with a discussion of recent work that attempts to
understand the future of religion, blending the sociology of modern societies, anthropological



ethnography, and philosophical inquiry.
  understanding religion in a global society: Religion and Globalization Peter Beyer,
1994-03-31 In his exploration of the interaction between religion and worldwide social and cultural
change, the author examines the major theories of global change and discusses the ways in which
such change impinges on contemporary religious practice, meaning and influence. Beyer explores
some of the key issues in understanding the shape of religion today, including religion as culture and
as social system, pure and applied religion, privatized and publicly influential religion, and liberal
versus conservative religions. He goes on to apply these issues to five contemporary illustrative
cases: the American Christian Right; Liberation Theology movements in Latin America; the Islamic
Revolution in Iran; Zionists in Israel; and religiou
  understanding religion in a global society: Religion in the Context of Globalization Peter
Beyer, 2013-07-24 Peter Beyer has been a central figure in the debate about religion and
globalization for many years, this volume is a collection of essays on the relation between religion
and globalization with special emphasis on the concept of religion, its modern forms and on the
relation of religion to the state. Featuring a newly written introduction and conclusion which frame
the volume and offer the reader guidance on how the arguments fit together, this book brings
together ten previously published pieces which focus on the institutional forms and concept of
religion in the context of globalizing and modern society. The guiding theme that they all share is
the idea that religion and globalization are historically, conceptually, and institutionally related.
What has come to constitute religion and what social roles religion plays are not manifestations of a
timeless essence, called religion, or even a requirement of human societies. In concept and
institutional form, religion is an expression of the historical process of globalization, above all during
modern centuries. What religion has become is one of the outcomes of the successive
transformations and developments that have brought about contemporary global society. Including
some of the most important theoretical work in the field of religion and globalization, this collection
provokes the reader to consider paths for future research in the area, and will be of great interest to
students and scholars of religion and politics, globalization and religion and sociology.
  understanding religion in a global society: Public Theology for a Global Society Deidre King
Hainsworth, Scott R. Paeth, 2010 In these essays honoring ethicist Max Stackhouse, leading
Christian scholars consider the historical roots and ongoing resources of public theology as a vital
element in the church s engagement with global issues. / Public Theology for a Global Society
explores the concept of public theology and the challenge of relating theological claims to a larger
social and political context. The range of essays included here allows readers to understand public
theology as both theological practice and public speech, and to consider the potential and limits of
public theology in ecumenical and international networks. / The essays begin by introducing the
reader to the development of public theology as an area of study and to the historical
interrelationship of religious, legal, and professional categories. The later essays engage the reader
with emerging problems in public theology, as religious communities encounter shifting publics that
are being transformed by globalization and sweeping political and technological changes. / The
breadth and scholarship of Public Theology for a Global Society make this volume a fitting tribute to
Stackhouse a central figure in Christian ethics and pioneer in the church s study of globalization.
  understanding religion in a global society: Handbook of Religion and Social Institutions
Helen Rose Ebaugh, 2006-01-26 Handbook for Religion and Social Institutions is written for
sociologists who study a variety of sub-disciplines and are interested in recent studies and
theoretical approaches that relate religious variables to their particular area of interest. The
handbook focuses on several major themes: - Social Institutions such as Politics, Economics,
Education, Health and Social Welfare - Family and the Life Cycle - Inequality - Social Control -
Culture - Religion as a Social Institution and in a Global Perspective This handbook will be of
interest to social scientists including sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists, and other
researchers whose study brings them in contact with the study of religion and its impact on social
institutions.



  understanding religion in a global society: Reclaiming the Great World House Lewis V.
Baldwin, Vicki L. Crawford, 2019 Reclaiming the Great World House in the 21st Century:
Cross-Disciplinary Explorations of the Vision of Martin Luther King, Jr., does just that. Established
and emerging scholars explore Martin Luther King, Jr.'s global vision and his lasting relevance to a
globalized rights culture. The editors further explain that this edited collection looks at: King afresh
in his own historical context, while also refocusing his legacy of ideas and social praxis in broader
directions for today and tomorrow. Employing King's metaphor of the great world house, with major
attention to racism, poverty, and war - or what he called 'the evil triumvirate--the focus is on King's
appraisal of and approach to the global-human struggle in the 1950s and 60s, and on the extent to
which his social witness and praxis takes on new hues and pertinence not only in the ongoing
struggles against racism, poverty and economic injustice, and violence and human destruction, but
also in the mounting efforts to eliminate problems such sexism, homophobia, and religious bigotry
and intolerance from the global landscape. The conclusion is that King's ideas and models of social
protest are not only alive but also growing in vitality and popularity in the 21st century, especially as
humans worldwide are struggling daily with the lingering, antiquated thinking and behavior around
race and ethnicity, the widening gap between the haves and the have-nots, the mounting cycles of
violence, torture, and terrorism, and the frustrating and growing chasms resulting from religious
pluralism and the subordination and marginalization of certain sectors of the human family based on
gender and sexuality--
  understanding religion in a global society: Towards Religious Competence Hans-Günter
Heimbrock, Christoph Th Scheilke, Peter Schreiner, 2001 In this book, scholars around Europe
reflect on the changing role of religious education in a time of growing pluralism in Europe and
across the world. The various contributions from different European countries (England and Wales,
Germany, Netherlands, and Norway) focus on the debate about the existing multicultural and
multireligious situation in European societies. Difference and diversity, especially of religion, is seen
as a challenge for education in Europe. The chapters mention trends and common challenges for
religious education. As a key term of religious education religious competence is introduced. It
includes the ability to deal with religious pluralism and differences in a constructive way. It is
argued that contextual religious education facilitates a new religious competence. The book also
contains detailed information about current developments in the field of religious education in some
European countries.
  understanding religion in a global society: Understanding Religion and Social Change in
Ethiopia M. Girma, 2012-12-05 Religiosity is one aspect without which Ethiopian society cannot be
fully understood. This book aims to map out the terrain of the discourse in religion-social change
nexus in Ethiopian using the notion of covenant as an interpretive tool.
  understanding religion in a global society: In an Inescapable Network of Mutuality Lewis V.
Baldwin, Paul R. Dekar, 2013-08-30 The scholarship on Martin Luther King Jr. has too often cast him
in the image of the Southern black preacher and the American Gandhi, while ignoring or trivializing
his global connections and significance. This groundbreaking work, written by scholars, religious
leaders, and activists of different backgrounds, addresses this glaring pattern of neglect in King
studies. King is treated here as both a global figure and a forerunner of much of what is currently
associated with contemporary globalization theory and praxis. The contributors to this volume agree
that King must be understood not only as a thinker, visionary, and social change agent in his own
historical context, but also in terms of his meaning for the different generations who still appeal to
him as an authority, inspiration, and model of exemplary service to humanity. The task of engaging
King both in context and beyond context is fulfilled in remarkable ways in this volume, without doing
essential violence to this phenomenal figure.
  understanding religion in a global society: Identity in Crossroad Civilisations Erich
Kolig, Vivienne S. M. Angeles, Sam Wong, 2009 Deze bundel gaat over de vorming van identiteit
door het samenspel van etniciteit, nationalisme en de effecten van globalisering. De essays in
Crossroad Civilisations: Ethnicity, Nationalism and Globalism in Asia maken de gelaagdheid en de



complexiteit hiervan duidelijk.
  understanding religion in a global society: Is Religion Natural? Dirk Evers, Michael Fuller,
Antje Jackelen, Taede Smedes, 2012-10-06 An exploration of the relationship between evolutionary
psychology, naturalism, and theological reflections, published by ESSSAT, the European Society for
the Study of Science and Theology.
  understanding religion in a global society: Interpreting Amida Galen Amstutz, 1997-04-25
Examines the history of Japanese Pure Land Buddhism and how orientalist assumptions have caused
the West to ignore this important tradition.
  understanding religion in a global society: Religion, International Relations and
Development Cooperation Berma Klein Goldewijk, 2023-08-28 Religion is high on the agenda of
international politics today. Though there has been a retreat from religion in Europe, the
international debate on the meaning and relevance of religion has intensified after the Iranian
revolution and has gained new strength with the recent terror attacks, the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the proliferation of intrastate conflict, and the process of European integration. The
issues of secularism and its relationship to democracy, globalization and foreign policy are explored
in this book. It is most relevant for politicians, policymakers, academic researchers,
non-governmental organisations, peace and development practitioners, as well as the media. The
book deals with the practical and policy-related consequences of the debate for development
organisations and their views on poverty, religion and conflict. The Society for International
Development (SID) has brought together eminent international writers and leading authorities in the
field of religion, coming from different backgrounds and regions. Among the contributors are Peter
Berger, Leonardo Boff, Abdullahi An-Na’im, Riffat Hassan, Thomas Pogge, Scott M. Thomas and
Jonathan Fox.
  understanding religion in a global society: Handbook of Religion and Society David
Yamane, 2016-07-15 The Handbook of Religion and Society is the most comprehensive and
up-to-date treatment of a vital force in the world today. It is an indispensable resource for scholars,
students, policy makers, and other professionals seeking to understand the role of religion in society.
This includes both the social forces that shape religion and the social consequences of religion. This
handbook captures the breadth and depth of contemporary work in the field, and shows readers
important future directions for scholarship. Among the emerging topics covered in the handbook are
biological functioning, organizational innovation, digital religion, spirituality, atheism, and
transnationalism. The relationship of religion to other significant social institutions like work and
entrepreneurship, science, and sport is also analyzed. Specific attention is paid, where appropriate,
to international issues as well as to race, class, sexuality, and gender differences. This handbook
includes 27 chapters by a distinguished, diverse, and international collection of experts, organized
into 6 major sections: religion and social institutions; religious organization; family, life course, and
individual change; difference and inequality; political and legal processes; and globalization and
transnationalism.
  understanding religion in a global society: The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Race Zain
Abdullah, 2024-12-03 Given the intense scrutiny of Muslims, The Routledge Handbook of Islam and
Race is an outstanding reference to key topics related to Islam and racialization. Comprising over 40
chapters by nearly 50 international contributors, the Handbook covers 30 countries on six continents
examining an array of subjects including Chinese, Russian, Iranian, and Palestinian Muslims as
racialized others Hip-Hop, Islam, and race Sexuality, gender, and race in Muslim spaces
Islamophobia and race Racializing Muslim youth Islam, media, photography and race Central issues
are explored not only in Muslim societies but also in Muslim-minority countries like Mexico, Finland,
Brazil, New Zealand, and South Africa for topics such as race and color in the Qur’an, law, slavery,
conversion, multiculturalism, blackness, whiteness, and otherness. The Routledge Handbook of
Islam and Race is essential reading for students and researchers in religious studies and
postcolonial studies. The Handbook will also be very useful for those in related fields such as art and
architecture, literature, ethnic studies, Black and Africana studies, sociology, history, anthropology,



and global studies.
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