
two weeks with the queen play
Two Weeks with the Queen Play: A Deep Dive into the Beloved Stage Adaptation

two weeks with the queen play has captivated audiences with its heartfelt storytelling and unique
blend of humor and drama. Adapted from the novel by Morris Gleitzman, this play brings to life the
touching journey of a young boy named Colin and his adventures during a pivotal two-week period in
his life. Whether you are a fan of Australian theatre, a student studying modern plays, or simply
intrigued by compelling narratives, exploring the intricacies of two weeks with the queen play offers
rich insights into character development, themes, and its significance in contemporary theatre.

Understanding the Story of Two Weeks with the Queen
Play

At its core, two weeks with the queen play is a coming-of-age story centered around Colin, a boy
from Australia who embarks on an emotional journey to London. His mission? To find a cure for his
brother’s cancer. The narrative carefully balances the innocence of childhood with the harsh
realities of illness and loss, creating a powerful and touching experience for viewers.

Plot Overview and Setting

The play is set primarily in London, contrasting sharply with Colin’s Australian background. This
geographical shift enhances the story's themes of displacement and cultural clash. Over the course
of the two weeks, Colin encounters a variety of characters, including a terminally ill boy named Ted
and, intriguingly, a meeting with the Queen herself. These interactions highlight themes of hope,
courage, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Character Exploration

Colin’s character serves as the emotional anchor of the play. His determination and innocence drive
the plot forward, inviting audiences to reflect on the perspectives of children facing adult
challenges. Supporting characters like Ted and Colin’s parents add depth, illustrating the varied
ways individuals cope with trauma and grief.

Theatrical Elements that Bring Two Weeks with the
Queen Play to Life

The success of two weeks with the queen play on stage owes much to its dynamic theatrical
components. The adaptation carefully uses lighting, set design, and sound to evoke the contrasting
worlds Colin inhabits.



Set and Design Choices

Given the story’s movement between Australia and London, the set designers often employ
minimalistic yet symbolic elements to represent different locations. This approach allows the
audience to focus on the characters’ emotional journeys without being distracted by overly complex
scenery. Creative use of props, such as hospital equipment and iconic British symbols, subtly
reinforce the narrative’s themes.

Direction and Performance Style

Directors of two weeks with the queen play often emphasize naturalistic performances, encouraging
actors to deliver lines with sincerity and emotional honesty. This style helps maintain the delicate
balance between humor and tragedy, which is crucial for the play’s impact. Young actors portraying
Colin and Ted frequently receive praise for their compelling portrayals, bringing authenticity and
depth to their roles.

Themes and Messages in Two Weeks with the Queen
Play

One of the reasons two weeks with the queen play resonates with such diverse audiences is its
exploration of universal themes. Beyond the immediate storyline, the play invites viewers to
contemplate life, death, and the power of hope.

Dealing with Illness and Loss

The play’s candid depiction of cancer and its effects on families is both educational and emotionally
stirring. It doesn’t shy away from the pain and confusion that accompany serious illness but also
highlights the moments of kindness and courage that emerge in such circumstances.

Childhood Innocence and Resilience

Colin’s perspective offers a fresh lens through which to view adversity. His childlike optimism and
refusal to accept defeat underscore the resilience often found in children, even in the face of
overwhelming challenges. This theme encourages audiences to consider how youth and innocence
can be sources of strength.

Hope and Human Connection

Throughout the play, relationships between characters evolve, showing how human connection can
provide solace and motivation. Colin’s interactions with the Queen, Ted, and his family demonstrate



the importance of empathy and support during difficult times.

Why Two Weeks with the Queen Play Remains Relevant
Today

More than two decades after its initial adaptation, two weeks with the queen play continues to find
new audiences and inspire discussions. Its relevance stems from its timeless themes and its ability to
engage both young and adult viewers.

Educational Value

Schools often incorporate the play into their curricula because it opens up conversations about
serious issues in an accessible way. Teachers appreciate how the play encourages empathy and
awareness among students, making it a valuable tool for social and emotional learning.

Community and Professional Theatre Productions

The play’s manageable cast size and flexible staging requirements make it a popular choice for
community theatres and youth companies. Professional productions also explore innovative
interpretations, ensuring the story remains fresh and impactful.

Encouraging Conversations about Health and Empathy

By portraying illness from a child’s viewpoint, two weeks with the queen play invites audiences to
rethink their assumptions about patients and families coping with disease. It fosters empathy and
highlights the importance of emotional support alongside medical treatment.

Tips for Experiencing Two Weeks with the Queen Play

If you’re planning to watch or produce two weeks with the queen play, here are some helpful tips to
enrich your experience:

Engage with the Source Material: Reading Morris Gleitzman’s original novel can provide
deeper context and enhance your appreciation of the play’s adaptation choices.

Focus on Character Relationships: Pay close attention to how characters interact and
evolve, as much of the play’s emotional weight comes from these dynamics.

Appreciate the Balance of Humor and Drama: Don’t be surprised by moments of



lightheartedness amidst serious themes—this contrast is intentional and adds depth.

Consider the Historical and Cultural Context: Understanding the setting and time period
can offer insights into the characters’ motivations and challenges.

For Performers: Embrace the emotional complexity of the roles, especially Colin’s innocence
and determination, to truly bring the story to life.

Exploring two weeks with the queen play opens a window into a poignant world where humor and
heartbreak coexist. Its enduring appeal lies in its honest portrayal of human struggles and the hope
that can emerge even in the darkest times. Whether you’re a theatre enthusiast, educator, or curious
reader, this play offers a moving and thought-provoking experience that lingers long after the final
curtain.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of the play 'Two Weeks with the Queen'?
The play 'Two Weeks with the Queen' follows the story of a young boy named Colin who travels to
London to seek medical help for his terminally ill brother, leading to humorous and heartfelt
encounters.

Who is the author of the play 'Two Weeks with the Queen'?
The play 'Two Weeks with the Queen' is adapted from the novel by Morris Gleitzman.

What are the main themes explored in 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?
The play explores themes such as family, illness, hope, courage, and the challenges of coping with
serious illness.

Is 'Two Weeks with the Queen' suitable for school
performances?
Yes, 'Two Weeks with the Queen' is often performed in schools due to its relatable characters,
meaningful themes, and appropriate content for young audiences.

Where is the setting of the play 'Two Weeks with the Queen'?
The play is set primarily in London, England, where the protagonist stays while seeking treatment
for his brother.



What is the tone of the play 'Two Weeks with the Queen'?
The tone of the play balances humor and drama, mixing lighthearted moments with serious topics
surrounding illness and family.

How does 'Two Weeks with the Queen' address the topic of
illness?
The play addresses illness with sensitivity, showing the emotional impact on both the patient and
their family, while also highlighting hope and resilience.

Who are the central characters in 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?
The central characters include Colin, the young protagonist; his ill brother Luke; and various
residents of London who help Colin on his journey.

What makes 'Two Weeks with the Queen' a compelling story
for audiences?
Its combination of humor, emotional depth, relatable characters, and exploration of serious themes
makes it compelling and engaging for audiences of all ages.

Has 'Two Weeks with the Queen' won any awards or
recognition?
While the play itself may not have major awards, its source novel by Morris Gleitzman has received
critical acclaim and the play is well-regarded in educational theatre circles.

Additional Resources
Two Weeks with the Queen Play: A Thoughtful Exploration of Family, Illness, and Resilience

two weeks with the queen play has garnered considerable attention in theatrical circles for its
poignant storytelling and nuanced portrayal of a young boy’s journey through adversity. Adapted
from the acclaimed novel by Morris Gleitzman, the play delves into themes of family dynamics,
childhood innocence, and the harsh realities of illness, all while maintaining a tone that is both
heartfelt and thought-provoking. As a theatrical piece, it invites audiences to reflect on the
complexities of human emotion and the resilience required to face life’s challenges.

In-Depth Analysis of Two Weeks with the Queen Play

The narrative centers on Colin, a young Australian boy who travels to London seeking help for his
gravely ill brother. The setting provides a compelling backdrop against which the themes of hope



and despair unfold. The play’s structure, which balances moments of humor with profound emotional
depth, offers a layered experience that resonates with both younger viewers and adults.

One of the distinguishing features of the two weeks with the queen play is its sensitive handling of
serious subjects such as cancer and family separation without resorting to melodrama. The script,
faithful to Gleitzman’s original text, integrates dialogue that captures the innocence of childhood
alongside the stark realities confronting the characters. This duality is critical in engaging the
audience’s empathy and maintaining authenticity.

Character Development and Performances

Central to the play’s impact are its well-drawn characters. Colin’s portrayal embodies a child’s
determination and vulnerability, traits that actors must navigate with care to avoid caricature. The
Queen, a symbolic figure within the story, serves as a catalyst for Colin’s quest, providing moments
of humor and reflection that lighten the narrative without diluting its seriousness.

Supporting characters, including Colin’s family members and the hospital staff, contribute to a rich
tapestry of perspectives on illness and coping mechanisms. Performances in various productions
have been praised for their emotional depth and chemistry, which enhance the play’s immersive
quality.

Staging and Direction

Production choices often emphasize minimalistic sets that focus attention on the characters’
interactions and emotional journeys. This approach aligns with the play’s themes, allowing
audiences to connect more intimately with the story. Direction typically emphasizes pacing that
balances the tension of Colin’s mission with the lighter, often whimsical moments that provide relief
and insight.

Lighting and sound design play pivotal roles in setting tone and mood. For example, the contrast
between the sterile hospital environment and the warmth of family life is frequently underscored
through these technical elements. Directors who successfully leverage these tools tend to create a
more compelling and immersive experience.

Contextual Significance and Educational Value

The two weeks with the queen play is often incorporated into educational settings due to its
accessible treatment of complex issues. It offers a platform for discussions around illness, empathy,
and the importance of family support systems. Educators appreciate its ability to engage young
audiences without overwhelming them, making it a valuable resource for fostering emotional
intelligence and awareness.

Moreover, the play’s exploration of the intersection between childhood innocence and adult realities
provides fertile ground for critical thinking and social-emotional learning. Its narrative encourages
viewers to consider how individuals cope differently with trauma and the various forms that



resilience can take.

Comparisons with Similar Works

When compared to other plays that tackle illness and family dynamics, such as “The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time” or “Rabbit Hole,” two weeks with the queen play stands out
for its focus on a youthful protagonist and its balance of humor and gravity. Unlike some works that
lean heavily toward tragedy or sentimentality, this play maintains a nuanced tone that respects the
complexity of its subject matter.

Additionally, its Australian origins provide a unique cultural perspective, differentiating it from many
contemporaries primarily set in American or British contexts. This aspect can enrich audience
understanding of diverse social and healthcare experiences.

Pros and Cons of the Two Weeks with the Queen Play

Pros:

Engages audiences with a compelling, emotionally rich story.

Balances humor and seriousness effectively.

Offers strong educational value, especially for younger audiences.

Features relatable and well-developed characters.

Adaptable staging allows for creative directorial interpretation.

Cons:

The heavy themes may be challenging for very young or sensitive viewers.

Minimalistic sets may not appeal to those expecting elaborate production design.

Some may find the pacing uneven if not carefully directed.

Audience Reception and Critical Response



Critical responses to two weeks with the queen play have generally been positive, with reviewers
highlighting the emotional honesty and compelling narrative arc. Audience feedback often notes the
play’s ability to provoke thoughtful discussion about difficult topics while maintaining accessibility.

In educational and community theatre settings, the play’s reception tends to be particularly warm,
given its suitability for family audiences and its potential to spark meaningful conversations. Some
critics, however, caution that the play requires sensitive handling to ensure the themes do not
overwhelm younger viewers.

Impact on Contemporary Theatre

Two weeks with the queen play contributes to a growing body of theatrical works that address
serious social issues through the eyes of children. This approach aligns with contemporary trends
prioritizing diverse narratives and emotional authenticity. Its success has encouraged further
adaptations of young adult literature into stage productions, reflecting a broader interest in stories
that bridge generational divides.

Moreover, by addressing illness and family hardship with nuance and care, the play sets a standard
for how theatre can engage audiences in empathetic and educational storytelling without sacrificing
artistic integrity.

The enduring appeal of two weeks with the queen play lies in its capacity to blend humor, pathos,
and hope into a cohesive narrative that resonates across age groups. Its thoughtful exploration of
complex themes ensures its continued relevance in both theatrical repertoires and educational
curricula worldwide.

Two Weeks With The Queen Play

  two weeks with the queen play: Two Weeks with the Queen Mary Morris, 1994 Sent to live
with relatives in England when his younger brother develops a rare form of cancer, Colin tries to see
the Queen to help find a cure for his brother. Suggested level: intermediate, junior secondary.
  two weeks with the queen play: Two Weeks with the Queen Morris Gleitzman, 1993
Adapted by Mary Morris from the novel by Morris Gleitzman.
  two weeks with the queen play: Starting with Scripts Andy Kempe, Lionel Warner, 2002
Starting with Scripts offers an exciting introduction to dramatic literature for students aged 11-16.
Fully revised and updated, this text complements Script Sampler to form a comprehensive Drama
resource written by an experienced and widely-respected author.
  two weeks with the queen play: The Script Sampler Andy Kempe, 2002 This revised and
updated edition of The Drama Sampler offers a rich anthology of substantial extracts from
Shakespeare to the present. This texts complements Starting with Scripts and The GCSE Drama
Coursebook. The Script Sampler also provides excellent activities to challenge and motivate
students.
  two weeks with the queen play: How Theatre Educates David Wallace Booth, Kathleen
Gallagher, 2003-01-01 How Theatre Educates is a fascinating and lively inquiry into pedagogy and
practice that will be relevant to teachers and students of drama, educators, artists working in
theatre, and the theatre-going public.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/two-weeks-with-the-queen-play.pdf


  two weeks with the queen play: Theatre Record , 1994
  two weeks with the queen play: The Opera Glass , 1894
  two weeks with the queen play: Two Weeks with the Queen Morris Gleitzman, 2002 Sent to
live with relatives in England when his younger brother develops a rare form of cancer, Colin tries to
see the Queen to help find a cure for his brother.
  two weeks with the queen play: Lit & Media Tests in Sec English Andrew Goodwyn,
1999-01-01 Examining how to make English teaching exciting and relevant in a modern
technological and culturally diverse society, this text explores poetry and classic texts, and media
and multicultural texts. It gives approaches to unexpected texts and explores gender issues in
adolescent fiction.
  two weeks with the queen play: For the Gay Stage Drewey Wayne Gunn, 2017-06-02
Previous surveys of the gay theatrical repertoire have concentrated on plays produced on Broadway
or in London's West End. This comprehensive guide goes well beyond these earlier studies by
introducing productions from Off Broadway, from regional theaters in the U.S. and U.K., and from
Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Also included are Puerto Rican, Indian
and Filipino plays written in English, as well as translations from other languages. Well over half of
the works discussed here appear for the first time in such a study.
  two weeks with the queen play: Queering Elementary Education William J. Letts, James
Thomas Sears, 1999 This volume assembles a range of writers from diverse backgrounds and
geographies to examine five broadly-defined areas in elementary education: foundational issues;
social and sexual development; curriculum; the family; and gay/lesbian educators and their allies.
  two weeks with the queen play: Plays International , 1994
  two weeks with the queen play: Building Your Play David Rush Estate, 2010-06-30 David
Rush takes beginning playwrights through the first draft of a play and deep into the revision process.
Drawing on examples from such classics as Othello and The Glass Menagerie, Rush provides
detailed models for writers to evaluate their work for weaknesses and focus on the in-depth
development of their plays. Rush encourages writers to make sure their plays are clear and focused.
He shows how to keep plays dramatically compelling and offers ways to avoid common mistakes that
make them dull, confusing, or ineffective. He then distills the essence of traditional revision into key
questions and discusses frequently overlooked tools, terms, and strategies that go beyond
established methods of evaluation.
  two weeks with the queen play: Opera Glass , 1894
  two weeks with the queen play: The Elizabethan World Susan Doran, Norman Jones,
2014-09-15 This comprehensive and beautifully illustrated collection of essays conveys a vivid
picture of a fascinating and hugely significant period in history. Featuring contributions from
thirty-eight international scholars, the book takes a thematic approach to a period which saw the
defeat of the Spanish Armada, the explorations of Francis Drake and Walter Ralegh, the
establishment of the Protestant Church, the flourishing of commercial theatre and the works of
Edmund Spencer, Philip Sidney and William Shakespeare. Encompassing social, political, cultural,
religious and economic history, and crossing several disciplines, The Elizabethan World depicts a
time of transformation, and a world order in transition. Topics covered include central and local
government; political ideas; censorship and propaganda; parliament, the Protestant Church, the
Catholic community; social hierarchies; women; the family and household; popular culture,
commerce and consumption; urban and rural economies; theatre; art; architecture; intellectual
developments ; exploration and imperialism; Ireland, and the Elizabethan wars. The volume conveys
a vivid picture of how politics, religion, popular culture, the world of work and social practices fit
together in an exciting world of change, and will be invaluable reading for all students and scholars
of the Elizabethan period.
  two weeks with the queen play: Instrumental Music in Late Eighteenth-Century Naples
Anthony DelDonna, 2020-12-17 This book demonstrates the cultivation of instrumental genres by
Neapolitan musicians and its significant stature at the royal court. Drawing on archival documents



and musical sources, it paints a compelling history of local instrumental music culture and
contributes to a wider ethnographic portrait of Naples in the late eighteenth-century.
  two weeks with the queen play: George VI and Elizabeth Sally Bedell Smith, 2024-04-02 A
revelatory account of how the loving marriage of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth saved the
monarchy during World War II, and how they raised their daughter to become Queen Elizabeth II,
based on exclusive access to the Royal Archives—from the bestselling author of Elizabeth the Queen
and Prince Charles “An intimate and gripping portrait of a royal marriage that survived betrayal,
tragedy, and war.”—Amanda Foreman, bestselling author of Georgiana: Duchess of Devonshire
Granted special access by Queen Elizabeth II to her parents’ letters and diaries and to the papers of
their close friends and family, Sally Bedell Smith brings the love story of this iconic royal couple to
vibrant life. This deeply researched and revealing book shows how a loving and devoted marriage
helped the King and Queen meet the challenges of World War II, lead a nation, solidify the public’s
faith in the monarchy, and raise their daughters, Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret. When
King Edward VIII abdicated the throne in 1936, shattering the Crown’s reputation, his younger
brother, known as Bertie, assumed his father’s name and became King George VI. Shy, sensitive,
and afflicted with a stutter, George VI had never imagined that he would become King. His wife,
Elizabeth, a pretty, confident, and outgoing woman who became known later in life as “the Queen
Mum,” strengthened and advised her husband. With his wife’s support, guidance, and love, George
VI was able to overcome his insecurities and become an exceptional leader, navigating the country
through World War II, establishing a relationship with Winston Churchill, visiting Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt in Washington and in Hyde Park, and inspiring the British people with his courage
and compassion during the Blitz. Simultaneously, George VI and Elizabeth trained their daughter
Princess Elizabeth from an early age to be a highly successful monarch, and she would reign for an
unprecedented seventy years. Sally Bedell Smith gives us an inside view of the lives, struggles,
hopes, and triumphs of King George VI and Elizabeth during a pivotal time in history.
  two weeks with the queen play: Is This the Real Life? Mark Blake, 2010-10-25 Queen are
unique among the great rock bands. It is nearly twenty years since frontman Freddie Mercury’s
death brought the band to an end – yet their fanbase remains massive. They appeal equally to men
and women. Their fans are just as likely to be teenagers too young to have been born when the band
were still touring and making records (thanks not least to the huge success of the musical We Will
Rock You). And their musical history is one of constant reinvention – from heavy metal and prog rock
to disco pop, stadium anthems and even jazz influences. Now, Mark Blake, the experienced Mojo
journalist who wrote Aurum’s bestselling book on Pink Floyd, has written the definitive history.
Having already interviewed the surviving band members over the years, he has now tracked down
dozens and dozens of new interviewees, from Queen’s first long-forgotten bass players to Freddie
Mercury’s schoolmates in Isleworth, Middlesex, to trace Queen’s long career from their very first
gawky performances in St Helens through their sensational stage-stealing appearance on Live Aid to
the band’s collaboration with Paul Rodgers at the beginning of the century. Full of fascinating new
revelations – especially about the improbable transformation of a shy Asian schoolboy called Bulsara
into the outrageous-living hedonist that was Freddie Mercury - this is a book every Queen fan will
want to have.
  two weeks with the queen play: Playing Companies and Commerce in Shakespeare's
Time Roslyn Lander Knutson, 2001-07-26 Playing Companies and Commerce in Shakespeare's Time,
first published in 2011, examines the nature of commercial relations among the theatre companies
in London during the time of Shakespeare. Roslyn Knutson argues that the playing companies
cooperated in the adoption of business practices that would enable the theatrical enterprise to
flourish. Suggesting the guild as a model of economic cooperation, Knutson considers the networks
of fellowship among players, the marketing strategies of the repertory, and company relationships
with playwrights and members of the book trade. The book challenges two entrenched views about
theatrical commerce: that companies engaged in cut-throat rivalry to drive one another out of
business and that companies based business decisions on the personal and professional quarrels of



the players and dramatists with whom they worked. This important contribution to theatre history
will be of interest to scholars as well as historians.
  two weeks with the queen play: Theatre Magazine , 1922
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two together, they came
Two: Definition, Meaning, and Examples - US Dictionary   Two (noun): symbol or word
representing the number after one and before three in the decimal system. The term "two" is widely
recognized and used across various contexts,
Two - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Two is a whole number that's greater than one, but less
than three. If you found one fuzzy mitten and then your friend gave you another one, you would have
two mittens — perfect for your two
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