
the rocking horse winner analysis

The Rocking Horse Winner Analysis: Unveiling the Depths of Greed and Fate

the rocking horse winner analysis invites readers to delve into D.H. Lawrence’s haunting short story that
masterfully explores themes of luck, materialism, and the destructive nature of greed. At its core, the
narrative revolves around a young boy named Paul, whose desperate quest to win his mother’s love and silence
the ominous whisper of “There must be more money” leads him down a tragic path. This analysis will unpack the
layers of symbolism, character motivations, and narrative techniques that make "The Rocking Horse Winner" a
timeless piece, while highlighting its relevance in today’s consumer-driven society.

Understanding the Central Themes in The Rocking Horse Winner
Analysis

One of the most striking elements in this story is its critique of materialism. The family’s obsession with wealth
is personified through the whispering house, an eerie manifestation of the relentless pressure to acquire more
money. This supernatural element adds a psychological depth to the tale, illustrating how greed can infiltrate
and poison family dynamics. The rocking horse itself becomes a symbol of Paul’s frantic attempts to harness
luck and fortune, a desperate measure against the void created by emotional neglect.

Greed and Its Consequences

The analysis of greed in "The Rocking Horse Winner" reveals how Lawrence portrays it as an insatiable force.
The mother’s fixation on money blinds her to the needs of her children, creating a cold environment where
affection is conditional on financial success. Paul’s frantic rides on his rocking horse symbolize his attempt to
control fate and provide for his family, yet this quest ultimately consumes him. The story suggests that when
love is tied to wealth, it breeds despair rather than happiness.

Luck and Fate: The Rocking Horse as a Symbol

Paul’s rocking horse is more than a child’s toy—it is a mystical vehicle through which he attempts to glimpse
the future and predict horse race winners. This symbolizes humanity’s desire to control the uncontrollable
forces of fate and chance. The rocking horse’s rocking motion mirrors Paul’s internal struggle, oscillating
between hope and desperation. This element of magical realism enriches the narrative, allowing readers to
explore the blurred lines between reality and fantasy.

Character Analysis: The Driving Forces Behind the Narrative

To fully appreciate the rocking horse winner analysis, it’s essential to examine the characters and their
complex interactions. Paul, his mother Hester, and Uncle Oscar each embody different attitudes towards
wealth and love, setting the stage for the story’s tragic outcome.

Paul: The Innocent Victim of Materialism

Paul’s character is central to understanding the story’s emotional weight. Despite his youth, he is acutely
aware of the family’s financial woes and the emotional void left by his mother’s insatiable greed. His



determination to win money through supernatural means stems from a genuine desire to gain his mother’s
approval and alleviate the family’s burdens. However, his innocence is exploited by the adult world’s obsession
with money, ultimately leading to his demise.

Hester: The Embodiment of Greed and Emotional Distance

Hester, Paul’s mother, is portrayed as a woman whose love is conditional and shallow, tied directly to
financial success. Her constant dissatisfaction and the whispering house’s haunting refrain emphasize her
relentless pursuit of wealth at the expense of genuine human connection. This characterization serves as a
critique of societal values that prioritize money over emotional fulfillment.

Uncle Oscar: The Enabler and Voice of Reason

Uncle Oscar represents a more pragmatic perspective on wealth and luck. While he benefits from Paul’s
winnings, he also expresses concern over the boy’s dangerous obsession. His role highlights the adult world’s
complicity in perpetuating greed and the overlooked emotional costs of such pursuits.

Symbolism and Literary Devices in The Rocking Horse Winner
Analysis

D.H. Lawrence’s use of symbolism and literary techniques enriches the story’s thematic complexity.
Understanding these devices is key to appreciating the depth of the narrative.

The Whispering House

The house itself acts almost as a character, with its whispering voice symbolizing the insatiable greed that
pervades the family. This supernatural element externalizes the internal pressures felt by Paul and his family,
making greed a living, breathing force that cannot be ignored. It also serves to heighten the story’s tension and
eerie atmosphere.

The Rocking Horse

As mentioned earlier, the rocking horse is a powerful symbol of Paul’s desperate attempt to master fate. Its
relentless motion reflects the futility of trying to control luck and destiny, suggesting that such efforts can
lead to self-destruction.

Dreams and Omens

Throughout the story, dreams and premonitions play a significant role in advancing the plot and deepening the
sense of impending doom. Paul’s trance-like rides on the rocking horse are almost ritualistic, blurring the lines
between reality and the supernatural. These moments underscore the story’s fatalistic tone.



The Rocking Horse Winner Analysis: Relevance in Modern Contexts

Though written in the early 20th century, "The Rocking Horse Winner" continues to resonate with
contemporary audiences. Its exploration of greed, family dynamics, and the elusive nature of luck remains
strikingly relevant.

Materialism in Today’s Society

In an era dominated by consumer culture and the relentless pursuit of wealth, Lawrence’s story serves as a
cautionary tale. The whispering house’s demand for “more money” echoes modern pressures to accumulate
possessions and status, often at the expense of emotional well-being and authentic relationships.

Psychological Implications of Parental Expectations

Paul’s tragic fate highlights the damaging effects of conditional love and unrealistic expectations. In many
families today, children still face immense pressure to succeed financially or academically to earn parental
approval, sometimes leading to anxiety and burnout. The story invites reflection on the importance of
unconditional love and emotional support.

The Allure and Danger of Gambling and Risk

Paul’s reliance on horse race betting as a means to achieve security parallels modern temptations of gambling
and risky financial behavior. The narrative warns of the potential perils when hope is pinned on chance rather
than grounded in reality and healthy coping mechanisms.

Tips for Analyzing The Rocking Horse Winner in Academic Settings

For students and literary enthusiasts looking to deepen their understanding, here are some strategies to
approach the rocking horse winner analysis effectively:

Focus on Symbolism: Identify and explore the story’s key symbols, such as the rocking horse and the
whispering house, and consider how they contribute to the overall message.

Examine Character Motivations: Analyze how each character’s desires and flaws drive the plot and
reflect larger societal issues.

Consider Historical Context: Reflect on the social and economic conditions of Lawrence’s time and how
they inform the story’s themes.

Explore Literary Devices: Pay attention to narrative style, foreshadowing, and use of magical realism
to enhance thematic depth.

Draw Parallels to Contemporary Issues: Relate the story’s messages to modern experiences with
materialism, family dynamics, and risk-taking.

Engaging with these angles can transform a basic reading into a rich, insightful analysis that captures the
enduring power of Lawrence’s work.



As you immerse yourself in the rocking horse winner analysis, it becomes clear that this story is much more than
a simple fairy tale or cautionary narrative. It is a profound exploration of human desires, fears, and the tragic
consequences that can arise when love becomes entangled with material wealth. Through its vivid characters
and haunting symbols, it continues to challenge readers to reflect on what truly matters in life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner'?

The central theme of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' is the destructive nature of materialism and the pursuit of
wealth, highlighting how obsession with money can lead to emotional and familial ruin.

How does D.H. Lawrence use symbolism in 'The Rocking-Horse Winner'?

D.H. Lawrence uses symbolism extensively, with the rocking horse representing Paul's desperate attempt to gain
control and predict luck to win his mother's love. The house's whispering of 'There must be more money'
symbolizes the insatiable greed and pressure for wealth within the family.

What role does the character of Paul play in the story?

Paul is the protagonist whose innocence and love for his mother drive him to supernatural means to secure
financial luck. His tragic pursuit to solve his family's financial problems underscores the story's critique of
materialism and its impact on children.

How does the story critique materialism and its effects on family
relationships?

The story critiques materialism by showing how the family's obsession with money creates emotional distance
and dissatisfaction. It portrays how the mother's greed indirectly causes Paul's demise, emphasizing that
valuing wealth over love damages family bonds.

In what way does the narrative style of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' enhance
its themes?

The narrative style blends fairy-tale elements with psychological realism, creating a haunting and moralistic
tone. This style amplifies the story's themes by making the supernatural aspects believable while underscoring
the emotional intensity of Paul's quest.

What is the significance of luck and gambling in the story?

Luck and gambling are central motifs symbolizing the unpredictable nature of wealth and fate. Paul's ability to
predict winners reflects a desperate attempt to control luck, suggesting that reliance on chance for financial
security is both illusory and dangerous.

How does the story portray the mother’s character and her impact on the
plot?

The mother is portrayed as materialistic and emotionally distant, obsessed with wealth and social status.
Her constant dissatisfaction and pressure for more money drive Paul to his tragic actions, making her a key
catalyst for the story’s conflict and outcome.



What is the role of the house in 'The Rocking-Horse Winner'?

The house symbolizes the materialistic greed and emotional emptiness within the family. Its whispering of 'There
must be more money' personifies the insatiable desire for wealth, embodying the source of tension and unhappiness
that affects all characters.

How does the ending of 'The Rocking-Horse Winner' reinforce the story’s
message?

The ending, with Paul's death after securing his final bet, reinforces the story's message that the relentless
pursuit of wealth and approval can lead to tragedy. It serves as a cautionary tale about the costs of
valuing money over love and well-being.

Additional Resources
The Rocking Horse Winner Analysis: Unveiling the Layers of D.H. Lawrence’s Classic Short Story

the rocking horse winner analysis opens the door to a vivid exploration of themes, symbolism, and
psychological depth embedded within D.H. Lawrence’s renowned short story. First published in 1926, “The
Rocking-Horse Winner” remains a powerful critique of materialism, familial relationships, and the destructive
pursuit of luck and wealth. This analysis delves into the story’s narrative structure, character dynamics,
and underlying messages, offering insights that continue to resonate with readers and scholars alike.

Narrative Overview and Thematic Foundation

At its core, “The Rocking-Horse Winner” tells the tale of a young boy named Paul, whose desperate quest to
secure his family’s financial stability leads him down a haunting path. The story juxtaposes the innocence of
childhood with the corrupting influence of greed, setting the stage for a potent commentary on human desires
and societal pressures.

The narrative unfolds in a middle-class English household where luck, or the lack thereof, is personified as an
almost supernatural force. Paul’s mother, Hester, is characterized by her insatiable craving for wealth, which
manifests as an eerie whispering in the house, symbolizing an unrelenting familial tension. This whispering acts as
an omnipresent reminder of the family’s financial woes, creating a palpable atmosphere of anxiety.

Materialism and Its Psychological Impact

One of the most compelling facets of the rocking horse winner analysis is its exploration of materialism’s
psychological toll. Hester’s fixation on money is not merely a backdrop but an active agent influencing the
characters’ behavior and emotional wellbeing. The story critiques how the pursuit of wealth can erode genuine
affection and breed dissatisfaction, even in seemingly comfortable environments.

Paul’s response to this environment is both tragic and illuminating. By seeking to “find luck” through riding his
rocking horse, he symbolizes the desperate human attempt to control fate and secure prosperity. His frenzied
rides until he reaches a trance-like state reveal a child’s internalization of adult anxieties, blurring the lines
between innocence and obsession.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Symbolism is a vital component of Lawrence’s storytelling in “The Rocking-Horse Winner,” and any thorough



analysis must address these literary elements. The rocking horse itself serves as a multifaceted symbol —
representing childhood innocence, the pursuit of luck, and the destructive nature of obsessive behavior. Paul’s
frantic riding becomes a metaphor for the relentless human desire to dominate chance and secure security.

Additionally, the whispering house functions as a personification of greed and dissatisfaction. This subtle yet
pervasive motif underscores the emotional undercurrents driving the plot, highlighting how material desires can
manifest in psychological disturbances within a household.

Lawrence’s use of foreshadowing and irony further enriches the narrative. The juxtaposition of Paul’s childlike
innocence with his tragic fate creates a poignant tension that underscores the story’s moral complexities.

Character Analysis and Interpersonal Dynamics

Understanding the characters is central to the rocking horse winner analysis. Each figure embodies broader
societal and psychological themes.

Paul: The Innocent Seeker of Luck

Paul emerges as a complex character whose innocence is gradually overshadowed by an overwhelming burden
to save his family. His belief in luck as a tangible force propels much of the story's tension. Despite his youth,
Paul’s determination and intuitive understanding of gambling odds reflect a maturity shaped prematurely by
family pressures.

His tragic end invites readers to reflect on the cost of imposing adult concerns on children, illustrating how
external expectations can distort childhood and lead to irreversible consequences.

Hester: The Embodiment of Materialism

Hester’s character is emblematic of material obsession. Her coldness and emotional distance from her children
highlight the alienating effect of greed. The whispering house’s demand for money can be seen as an extension of
her insatiable desires, which ultimately contribute to the story’s tragic trajectory.

Unlike traditional maternal figures in literature, Hester’s inability to provide emotional warmth challenges
conventional family dynamics and serves as a critical lens on societal values.

Bassett and Uncle Oscar: Foils and Facilitators

Supporting characters such as Bassett, the gardener and horse trainer, and Uncle Oscar, the family lawyer,
function as intermediaries between Paul’s inner world and the external reality of gambling and finance. Bassett’s
pragmatic approach contrasts with Paul’s mystical quest, while Uncle Oscar’s acceptance of Paul’s winnings
underscores the normalization of material success as a measure of worth.

The Rocking Horse Winner in Literary Context

Placed within the broader canon of early 20th-century literature, “The Rocking-Horse Winner” reflects
contemporary anxieties about wealth, class, and family. Lawrence’s critique aligns with modernist themes that
question traditional values and explore psychological complexity.



Comparatively, the story shares thematic parallels with works like F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great
Gatsby,” where the pursuit of wealth leads to moral decay and personal tragedy. However, Lawrence’s use of
magical realism and symbolism differentiates his narrative, adding layers of psychological depth and
supernatural undertones.

Pros and Cons of Lawrence’s Narrative Approach

Pros: The story’s concise yet rich narrative efficiently conveys complex themes. Its symbolic elements
invite multiple interpretations, making it a subject of enduring academic interest. The psychological
realism, particularly in portraying Paul’s inner turmoil, enhances emotional engagement.

Cons: Some readers may find the story’s tone somewhat bleak or its symbolism opaque. The supernatural
elements, such as the whispering house, might alienate readers seeking straightforward realism.
Additionally, the story’s focus on materialism may overshadow other potential thematic explorations.

Modern Relevance and Interpretations

The rocking horse winner analysis remains relevant in modern discussions about consumerism, childhood
pressures, and familial expectations. In an era marked by economic uncertainty and societal emphasis on financial
success, Lawrence’s story resonates as a cautionary tale about the human cost of such values.

Psychological interpretations often view Paul’s behavior through the lens of childhood trauma and the burden
of unmet emotional needs. Meanwhile, sociological readings focus on class dynamics and the perpetuation of
wealth as a social determinant.

Adaptations of the story in theatre, film, and radio have further expanded its reach, illustrating its flexibility
and enduring appeal across media.

The exploration of “The Rocking-Horse Winner” thus continues to offer rich material for literary critics,
psychologists, and cultural commentators, reflecting the story’s layered complexity and timeless relevance.

The Rocking Horse Winner Analysis

  the rocking horse winner analysis: Grammardog Guide to The Rocking-Horse Winner
Mary Jane McKinney, 2008-12 Grammardog Teacher's Guide contains 16 quizzes for this short story.
All sentences are from the story. Figurative language includes: She married for love, and the love
turned to dust. She felt the center of her heart go hard. Bassett was serious as a church The house
whispers. Alliteration includes: His mother had sudden strange seizures. There must be more
money! Then suddenly she switched on the light and saw her son.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Major Short Stories of D.H. Lawrence Martin F. Kearney,
2016-12-05 First published in 1998. This reference guide is designed for those who would be
knowledge able readers of major short stories by D.H. Lawrence when the store of scholarship,
investigation, and appraisal is far too vast for all but the expert. An inclusive examination of what
has been written about these short stories, each chapter deals with a different short story and
consists of five distinct sections: (1) the complete publication history, including all revisions and
variants; (2) a thorough examination of recognized and hitherto unrecognized sources, as well as the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/the-rocking-horse-winner-analysis.pdf


influences at work on Lawrence in the creation of the story; (3) the story’s relationship to
Lawrence’s other writings; (4) acknowledgement and summary of all extant critical studies; and (5) a
bibliography of works cited. This study concentrates on six short stories culled from Lawrence’s
more than fifty works of short fiction.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: D.H. Lawrence’s Final Fictions Ben Stoltzfus,
2024-04-08 D.H. Lawrence’s Final Fictions: A Lacanian Perspective explores how literature thinks;
more specifically, how the reading of fiction influences behavior. Lawrence writes passionately about
our alienation from ourselves, from other people, and from the cosmos. He believes that we need to
heed the voices of our unconscious, and he shows us how to meld body and mind so that,
psychoanalytically speaking, Id and Ego can come together. In this endeavor there is a salient
convergence between Lawrence's writings and those of Jacques Lacan, the French psychoanalyst. In
this book, Stoltzfus examines the poetics of seven major fictions that Lawrence wrote between 1925
and 1930, five productive years that are referred to as his fabulation period. In each of the book's
seven chapters, in tandem with Lacan's writings, Stoltzfus analyzes seven major characters, four of
whom move from alienation to the renewal of self and the cosmos. He argues that Lawrence's fiction
is simultaneously descriptive and prescriptive by showing us how to circumvent dysfunction.
Stoltzfus brings literature and psychoanalysis together in readings that are both aesthetic and
epistemological. They are recipes for curing the Anthropocene.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis John Hospers,
1997 This classic textbook emphasises the philosophy of science and problems of personal identity.
Each chapter concludes with exercises and selected readings.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: From Fiction to Film: D. H. Lawrence's "The
Rocking-horse Winner." Gerald R. Barrett, Thomas L. Erskine, 1974
  the rocking horse winner analysis: D. H. Lawrence and the Child Carol Sklenicka, 1991 In
the first major work that considers the importance of childhood representations in shaping the
modern writer, Sklenicka unearths the richness of possibility D. H. Lawrence found in his depiction
of children and the complexities of family life.--Publishers website.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Lacan and Literature Ben Stoltzfus, 1996-07-03 This book
of literary criticsm uses Lacanian psychoanalytic theory to explicate Roland Barthes, Albert Camus,
Ernest Hemingway, D.H. Lawrence, and Alain Robbe-Grillet.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: D. H. Lawrence Greiff, Louis K, 2001 Greiff also
evaluates the films as social and cultural documents, showing why they had such an effect on
filmmakers and audiences during certain phases in American and Anglo-European history.
Significantly, the films were not spread evenly throughout these decades but appeared in
clusters.--Jacket.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Analyzing Short Stories Joseph Lostracco, George J.
Wilkerson, 1998
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Radicalizing Lawrence Robert Burden, 2021-12-28 In this
study of D.H.Lawrence and critical theory, Robert Burden pays particular attention to the critical
formations that underpin the reception history of the main novels, including the much maligned
“leadership” novels, because strong readings have always contested the meaning and significance of
Lawrence, and because there has been a persistent reluctance to approach his writing through
post-structuralist theory. This study demonstrates in some detail that once Lawrence’s texts are the
objects of the newer critical paradigms, their principles of coherence are understood differently; and
that older notions of textual unity are displaced by aesthetic structures of degrees of generic and
linguistic destabilization. This enables a radicalizing of Lawrence’s fiction by drawing out its
deconstructive effects on his myth-making and essentialist notions of the self. The sexual identities
represented in the fiction are read as experiments, or “thought adventures”, as Lawrence himself
characterized his work. The different approaches to Lawrence’s writing in this study lead to a
radical reassessment of his relationship to Modernism, especially in the light of the more elastic
concept of Modernism in recent discussion, and one which traditional Lawrence scholars have



ignored. What emerges is a more self-deconstructive Lawrence, with some surprising results.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: The Bloomsbury Handbook to D. H. Lawrence Annalise
Grice, 2024-01-25 Showcasing the most exciting contemporary scholarship on D. H. Lawrence, this
comprehensive collection serves as both an overview of the field at present as well as an
examination of new approaches and directions in D. H. Lawrence studies. Explicitly interdisciplinary
in its focus and covering fields such as bibliotherapy, sustainability and animal studies, this book: ·
Provides new insights into Lawrence as a transnational figure whose work responds to global
cultures; · Considers Lawrence in light of broader developments within modernist studies; ·
Examines Lawrence's work in relation to material cultures and his engagements with print,
publishing and literary networks. Contributors are comprised of established international experts in
D. H. Lawrence studies as well as newer voices. This collection provides a comprehensive resource
for literature students at all levels, from undergraduates and postgraduates to scholars and
advanced readers interested in developing their knowledge of D. H. Lawrence.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Living at the Edge : a Biography of D.H. Lawrence
and Frieda Von Richthofen Michael Squires, Lynn K. Talbot, Lynn Kiefer Talbot, 2002 Dashingly
told and meticulously researched, this double biography of D. H. Lawrence and his wife Frieda von
Richthofen is the first to draw fully on Frieda's unpublished letters and on interviews with people
who knew her well. It explores their collision with an industrial world they hated and chronicles the
stormy relationship between husband and wife. The strong sexual vitality that inspired Lawrence's
art brought both joy and anguish to his marriage. Here, the Lawrences emerge as proud but not
conceited in their unconventional lives, staunch in the face of fierce opposition from a conformist
society. Living at the Edge follows the separate lives of Lawrence and Frieda up to their first
meeting in 1912. Tracing their new life together, it depicts their grateful escape from the English
Midlands; their discovery of exotic places where they made temporary homes--Italy, Cornwall,
Australia, New Mexico, and Mexico; Lawrence's courageous battle against illness; and, after his
death in 1930, Frieda's success in recreating the simple life on ranches near Taos, New Mexico,
where she died in 1956. At the center of their story is Lawrence's literary career. Biographers
Squires and Talbot see Lawrence's major novels--The Rainbow, Women in Love, Lady Chatterley's
Lover--as a fresh way to understand his turbulent and conflicted life. They reveal the extreme care
with which he rewrote his personal experience to satisfy his deepest needs, and they introduce the
many influential people who entered the Lawrences' lives and work. The rich materials from Frieda's
letters reveal a different Lawrence--more difficult as a man but more interesting as an artist; they
also reveal a different Frieda--more vibrant as a woman, more substantial as a companion. This
superb biography gives both Lawrence and Frieda striking new dimensions.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Online Teaching in the Digital Age Pat Swenson,
Nancy A. Taylor, 2012-01-18 Online Teaching in the Digital Age by Pat Swenson and Nancy Taylor
provides educators with the essential knowledge needed to successfully develop and teach an online
course. Throughout this practical hands-on guide, the authors offer 15 years of personal online
teaching experience in language accessible to both the novice and advanced online educator.
Developed through theory and practice, the text shows educators how to take the materials used in a
traditional classroom and transfer them to a new virtual environment.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Narcissus in Treatment Richard I. Feinberg, 2018-05-01
This book explores the nature of psychic suffering due to the narcissistic drama and how one can
emerge over time to live an autonomous life. The narcissistic drama involves the saga of narcissistic
wounding in childhood, resulting from narcissistic parenting, eventually giving way to emotional
pain in adulthood marked by feelings of unworthiness and lack of genuine purpose. The dynamics of
the narcissistic drama are herein demonstrated through an analysis of experience in D. H.
Lawrence's autobiographical novel, Sons and Lovers. The emotional suffering depicted in this novel
provides a pristine picture of the drama itself.The focus of this book subsequently takes up the
question of what narcissistically injured adults can do to become free from the constraints of this
drama. This is accomplished through a discussion about the nature of therapeutic action. This



discussion centres on describing a therapeutic approach to resolve psychic defenses that have led to
blocks in emotional growth and the progressive formation of the mind. The aim of therapeutic action
is to put old ghosts to rest and pave the way towards psychological birth and freedom.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Guide to British Prose Fiction Explication Lynn
Beene, 1997
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Children's and Young Adult Literature and Culture Amie
A. Doughty, 2016-08-17 This collection of essays explores a wealth of topics in children’s and young
adult literature and culture. Contributions about picture-books include analyses of variants of the
folktale “The Little Red Hen” and bullying. Race and gender are explored in essays about
picture-books featuring children as consumable objects, about books focused on African American
female athletes, and about young adult dystopian fiction. Gender itself is further explored in articles
about Monster High, Joyce Carol Oates’s Beasts, and The Hunger Games and Divergent. Essays
about fantasy literature include an exploration of environmentalism in Rick Riordan’s The Heroes of
Olympus, a discussion of Severus Snape as a Judas figure, an explication of Chapter 5 of The Hobbit,
and an analysis of ghosts and nationalism in Eva Ibbotson’s The Haunting of Granite Falls. An essay
about Horrible Histories explores television, genre, and the way history is coded. Other
contributions explore how teaching literature to reluctant readers can be effective through
multimodal texts and how Harry Potter has played a role in the popularity of young adult literature
for adult readers.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: The Uncanny Nicholas Royle, 2003 This is the first
book-length study of the uncanny, an important concept for contemporary thinking and debate
across a range of disciplines and discourses, including literature, film, architecture, cultural studies,
philosophy, psychoanalysis, and queer theory. Much of this importance can be traced back to
Freud's essay of 1919, The uncanny, where he was perhaps the first to foreground the distinctive
nature of the uncanny as a feeling of something not simply weird or mysterious but, more
specifically, as something strangely familiar. As a concept and a feeling, however, the uncanny has a
complex history going back to at least the Enlightenment. Nicholas Royle offers a detailed historical
account of the emergence of the uncanny, together with a series of close readings of different
aspects of the topic. Following a major introductory historical and critical overview, there are
chapters on the death drive, déjà-vu, silence, solitude and darkness, the fear of being buried alive,
doubles, ghosts, cannibalism, telepathy, and madness, as well as more applied readings concerned,
for example, with teaching, politics, film, and religion. This is a major critical study that will be
welcomed by students and academics but will also be of interest to the general reader.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Encyclopedia of British Writers Christine L. Krueger,
2014-07 This concise encyclopedic reference profiles more than 800 British poets
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Beyond Interpretation Daniel Burke, 1991 This book is
a series of studies in the modern British and American short story that trace in the scholarship of the
last 20 years a consensual core of interpreted meaning in several well-known short stories.
  the rocking horse winner analysis: Film Education in Secondary Schools (1983) Joan Driscoll
Lynch, 2018-02-19 Published in 1983, this book considers how films are used in secondary school as
teaching aids in English and Film courses. Based on a dissertation presented to Temple University,
the book tackles three main questions: firstly, it explores the ways that film is used be secondary
school English teachers as an adjunct to instruction. Secondly it surveys the number and types of
courses offered in film study and filmmaking in specific secondary schools. Thirdly it compares and
contrasts the extent and degree of teaching about film as an artistic medium of communication.
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