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The Mind Body Problem Philosophy: Exploring the Connection Between Consciousness and Reality

the mind body problem philosophy has fascinated thinkers for centuries, posing one of the most

profound questions in philosophy: How do the mind and the body relate to each other? This question

touches on issues of consciousness, identity, and the nature of reality itself. While it might sound

abstract, the mind body problem influences everything from neuroscience and psychology to artificial

intelligence and even everyday experiences of thought and emotion.

In this article, we will delve into the key aspects of the mind body problem philosophy, tracing its

historical roots, examining major theories, and considering its implications in modern science and

philosophy. Whether you're a curious reader or a student of philosophy, this exploration will provide a

clear and engaging overview of one of the most enduring puzzles in human thought.

Understanding the Mind Body Problem Philosophy

At its core, the mind body problem philosophy asks: What is the relationship between our mental

states—thoughts, feelings, consciousness—and our physical bodies, particularly the brain? Are the mind

and body separate substances, or are they one and the same? This question is fundamental because

it touches on how we understand human experience and the nature of existence.

The problem arises because mental phenomena and physical phenomena seem fundamentally

different. When you feel pain, experience a memory, or make a decision, these subjective events don’t

appear to be reducible simply to physical processes in the brain. Yet, science shows that brain activity

is closely linked to mental states, suggesting a deep connection.



Historical Background: From Descartes to Modern Thinkers

The mind body problem philosophy is often traced back to René Descartes, the 17th-century French

philosopher who famously proposed dualism. Descartes argued that the mind (or soul) is a non-

physical substance distinct from the body. According to Cartesian dualism, the mind and body interact

but exist in fundamentally different realms—the mind is immaterial, while the body is material.

This dualistic view dominated Western philosophy for centuries. However, it also raised difficult

questions: If mind and body are so different, how do they interact? How can a non-physical mind

cause physical actions, or vice versa?

In response, alternative views emerged. Materialism (or physicalism) argues that everything, including

the mind, is ultimately physical. On the other hand, idealism suggests reality is fundamentally mental.

These competing perspectives have shaped ongoing debates in philosophy of mind.

Major Theories in the Mind Body Problem Philosophy

Exploring the mind body problem philosophy means understanding the main theories proposed to

solve it. Each theory offers a different way to interpret the relationship between mind and body.

Dualism

Dualism maintains the distinction between mind and body. There are several types of dualism:

- **Substance Dualism** (Descartes’ view): Mind and body are two distinct substances.

- **Property Dualism**: The mind is not a separate substance but consists of non-physical properties

emerging from the physical brain.



Dualism appeals to the intuition that mental experiences are qualitatively different from physical

processes. However, it struggles with explaining how two distinct substances interact causally.

Physicalism and Materialism

Physicalist theories argue that everything about the mind can be explained by physical processes in

the brain. This approach is dominant in contemporary neuroscience and philosophy.

- **Reductive Physicalism** tries to explain mental states by reducing them to brain states.

- **Non-reductive Physicalism** suggests mental states emerge from but are not reducible to physical

states.

Physicalism accounts for the close correlation between brain activity and mental experiences but faces

challenges explaining subjective consciousness — the so-called “hard problem” of consciousness.

Functionalism

Functionalism is a popular modern theory that focuses on the functions or roles mental states play

rather than their physical makeup. According to functionalism, mental states are defined by what they

do, not by what they are made of.

This view supports the possibility of artificial intelligence having minds, as mental functions could be

realized in different physical systems. Functionalism helps bridge philosophy with cognitive science but

sometimes struggles to explain the qualitative feel of consciousness.

Panpsychism and Other Emerging Ideas



Recently, some philosophers have advocated panpsychism—the idea that consciousness is a

fundamental feature of all matter. Instead of emerging only at complex levels, consciousness could be

present in elementary particles.

While still controversial, this approach challenges classical assumptions and offers intriguing

perspectives on the mind body problem philosophy, especially concerning the nature of consciousness

and reality.

Why the Mind Body Problem Philosophy Matters Today

One might wonder why a philosophical question from centuries ago remains relevant. The mind body

problem philosophy continues to impact several fields and real-world issues.

Implications for Neuroscience and Psychology

Understanding how the mind relates to the brain is crucial for neuroscience and psychology. It shapes

how researchers interpret brain scans, study mental disorders, and develop treatments. For example, if

mental states are purely physical, then mental illnesses might be best treated through biological

interventions. Alternatively, if mind and body have a more complex relationship, psychological and

social factors may also hold significant weight.

Artificial Intelligence and Consciousness

As AI technology advances, questions about machine consciousness and mind become pressing. Can

a machine have a mind? If functionalism is correct, then replicating mental functions might be enough

to create conscious machines. However, the mind body problem philosophy reminds us that

consciousness might involve more than just function or behavior.



Personal Identity and Ethics

Philosophical views on the mind body problem also influence ideas about personal identity, free will,

and moral responsibility. If the mind is separate from the body, what does that mean for concepts like

the self and afterlife? If the mind is purely physical, how do we understand agency and accountability?

Exploring the Mind Body Problem Philosophy Through Everyday

Experience

Though the mind body problem may seem abstract, it connects deeply with everyday life. Consider

moments when your mental state affects your physical body—a feeling of anxiety causing a racing

heart, or focused thought improving physical performance. These experiences highlight the intimate

link between mind and body.

Reflecting on such experiences can provide personal insight into this philosophical puzzle. It also

encourages mindfulness about how mental and physical health interact, promoting holistic well-being.

Tips for Appreciating the Mind Body Connection

- **Practice mindfulness meditation** to observe the interplay between thoughts, emotions, and bodily

sensations.

- **Explore creative activities** like writing or art that engage both mind and body.

- **Maintain physical health** with exercise and diet, recognizing their influence on mental states.

- **Engage with philosophical texts or discussions** to deepen your understanding of the mind body

problem philosophy.

Through these practices, the abstract question of mind and body can become a lived experience,



enriching both personal growth and philosophical curiosity.

---

The mind body problem philosophy remains a vibrant and evolving discussion, inviting us to explore

what it truly means to be conscious beings inhabiting physical forms. From Descartes’ dualism to

contemporary neuroscience and AI debates, this question challenges our understanding of reality and

ourselves, bridging ancient inquiry with modern discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mind-body problem in philosophy?

The mind-body problem is a fundamental philosophical issue concerning the relationship between the

mind (consciousness, thoughts, feelings) and the physical body (brain and nervous system). It

questions how mental states are related to physical states.

What are the main positions in the mind-body problem?

The main positions include dualism (mind and body are distinct), physicalism/materialism (only physical

substances exist), idealism (only mental substances exist), and various forms of property dualism and

functionalism.

Who is René Descartes and what is his contribution to the mind-body

problem?

René Descartes was a 17th-century philosopher who proposed Cartesian dualism, arguing that the

mind and body are separate substances: the mind is non-physical and the body is physical, interacting

but fundamentally different.



What challenges does dualism face in explaining the mind-body

interaction?

Dualism struggles with explaining how an immaterial mind can causally interact with a material body,

known as the 'interaction problem.' Critics argue this interaction violates principles of physics and lacks

a clear mechanism.

How does physicalism address the mind-body problem?

Physicalism claims that everything about the mind can be explained in physical terms, such as brain

processes and neural activity. It rejects non-physical substances and often relies on neuroscience to

explain consciousness.

What is the significance of the 'hard problem of consciousness' in the

mind-body debate?

The 'hard problem of consciousness,' coined by David Chalmers, refers to the difficulty of explaining

why and how physical processes in the brain give rise to subjective experience, highlighting a gap in

purely physicalist explanations.

Are there contemporary theories that attempt to solve the mind-body

problem?

Yes, contemporary theories include functionalism, which defines mental states by their functional roles,

and integrated information theory, which attempts to explain consciousness quantitatively. Other

approaches include emergentism and panpsychism.

Additional Resources

The Mind Body Problem Philosophy: Exploring the Intersection of Consciousness and Physicality



the mind body problem philosophy has long stood as one of the most profound and enduring questions

in philosophy, cognitive science, and neuroscience. At its core, this problem grapples with the

relationship between mental phenomena—thoughts, emotions, consciousness—and the physical body,

particularly the brain. How can immaterial mind states arise from physical processes? Are mind and

body fundamentally distinct or essentially the same? This inquiry not only shapes theoretical debates

but also influences practical fields such as psychology, artificial intelligence, and medical sciences.

Understanding the Mind Body Problem Philosophy

The mind body problem philosophy interrogates the nature of consciousness and its connection to

physical reality. Historically, this inquiry emerged prominently in Western philosophy with René

Descartes, who posited a dualistic framework distinguishing between res cogitans (thinking substance)

and res extensa (extended substance). Cartesian dualism asserts that the mind is a non-physical entity

distinct from the body, raising questions about how these two disparate substances can interact.

Conversely, monistic perspectives challenge this dualism by proposing that mind and body are not

separate substances but manifestations of a single underlying reality. Materialism (or physicalism)

claims that all mental states are ultimately physical states, reducible to brain activity. Meanwhile,

idealism suggests that reality is fundamentally mental, with the physical world dependent on

consciousness.

Key Philosophical Positions on the Mind Body Problem

Several influential positions have been developed to address the mind body problem philosophy, each

with distinct implications for the understanding of consciousness:

Dualism: Advocated by Descartes, it holds that mind and body are distinct substances.

Interactionist dualism argues that the mind and body causally affect each other, while



epiphenomenalism views mental states as byproducts of physical processes without causal

power.

Physicalism/Materialism: This approach asserts that everything about the mind can be

explained by physical processes in the brain. Variants include reductive physicalism, which

attempts to reduce mental states to neurological states, and non-reductive physicalism, which

recognizes mental properties as emergent but still physically grounded.

Idealism: The view that reality is fundamentally mental or spiritual, and that physical phenomena

arise from consciousness.

Property Dualism: Posits that mental properties are non-physical properties of physical

substances, suggesting a kind of dualism within a monistic framework.

Functionalism: Defines mental states by their functional roles rather than by their physical

composition, allowing for the possibility that minds could be realized in non-biological systems.

Challenges and Critiques in the Mind Body Debate

Despite centuries of debate, the mind body problem philosophy remains unresolved, largely because

of the complexity involved in explaining subjective experience through objective physical processes.

One of the most famous challenges is the "hard problem of consciousness," coined by philosopher

David Chalmers, which questions why and how physical processes in the brain give rise to subjective

experience—the qualitative aspect known as qualia.

Another significant critique comes from the problem of interaction in dualism: if mind and body are

separate, how do they causally influence each other? Attempts to solve this issue have led to various

theories but no definitive answer. Furthermore, physicalism faces difficulties explaining the irreducibility



of consciousness and subjective phenomena, leading some to argue that current scientific paradigms

may be insufficient.

Implications for Science and Technology

The mind body problem philosophy extends beyond abstract theorizing, impacting fields such as

neuroscience, psychology, and artificial intelligence. Understanding the mind-body connection informs

approaches to mental health, brain injuries, and cognitive disorders. For instance, neuroimaging

techniques aim to correlate mental states with brain activity, supporting physicalist interpretations.

In artificial intelligence, debates about whether machines can possess consciousness hinge on

functionalist and physicalist ideas. If mental states are defined by functional processes, then replicating

those processes computationally might yield artificial consciousness. However, skeptics argue that

subjective experience may be exclusive to biological entities, reflecting the unresolved tension within

the mind body problem.

The Historical Evolution of the Mind Body Problem

Tracing the intellectual lineage of the mind body problem philosophy reveals a rich tapestry of ideas

evolving with scientific and cultural shifts.

Ancient to Early Modern Thought

Philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle pondered the relationship between soul and body, often

linking the soul with life and consciousness. However, it was Descartes’ 17th-century formulation that

crystallized the dualistic problem, establishing a framework that dominates Western thought.



19th and 20th Century Developments

The rise of empirical science and evolutionary theory challenged dualism by emphasizing the continuity

between humans and animals and the physical basis of life. Philosophers like Gilbert Ryle criticized

dualism as a "category mistake," advocating for a more behaviorist or functional understanding of

mind.

The 20th century saw the emergence of analytic philosophy and cognitive science, exploring

computational models of mind and advancing physicalist perspectives. Yet, existential and

phenomenological traditions maintained focus on subjective experience, underscoring the persistent

divide in approaches.

Contemporary Perspectives and Future Directions

Today, the mind body problem philosophy remains a dynamic interdisciplinary field. Advances in

neuroscience increasingly map brain activity to mental functions, but the subjective quality of

experience still defies full explanation. Some contemporary theories, such as panpsychism, propose

that consciousness is a fundamental property of matter itself, offering a novel middle ground.

Moreover, emerging technologies including brain-computer interfaces and neuroprosthetics blur

distinctions between mind and body, prompting ethical and philosophical inquiries about identity,

agency, and personhood.

As research continues, the dialogue between philosophy, science, and technology enriches our

understanding of the mind body problem, suggesting that solutions may require not only empirical data

but also conceptual innovation.

The mind body problem philosophy challenges us to reconsider the essence of human experience and

the nature of reality itself, a pursuit that remains as relevant and compelling today as it was centuries



ago.

The Mind Body Problem Philosophy

  the mind body problem philosophy: Mind and Brain Rocco J. Gennaro, 2020-03-01 Since its
publication in 1996, many thousands of students have first encountered key issues in the philosophy
of mind in the pages of Rocco J. Gennaro's introductory work, Mind and Brain: A Dialogue on the
Mind-Body Problem. In this new edition, Gennaro updates and expands the work to reflect current
topics and discussions. The dialogue provides a clear and compelling overview of the mind-body
problem suitable for both introductory students and those who have some background in the
philosophy of mind. Topics include: ImmortalityMaterialism Descartes’ “Divisibility Argument” for
substance dualismThe “Argument from Introspection” for substance dualismThe main objections to
dualismThe interaction between mind and brainThe relation between brain damage and the prospect
of an afterlifeParallelism and epiphenomenalismThe type/token distinction within materialism and
the problem of multiple realizability Arguments against materialism and its ability to explain
consciousnessProperty dualism and panpsychismThe epistemological problem of other mindsThe
nature of inductive knowledgeEvidence for animal consciousnessThe problem of machine or robot
mindsThe inverted spectrum argument Also included are a brief Introduction, a list of Study
Questions designed to enhance classroom discussion and serve as a resource for the development of
paper topics, a Glossary, and an Index of Key Terms.
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Mind-body Problem D. M. Armstrong, 2018-03-05
The relation of mind to body has been argued about by philosophers for centuries. The Mind-Body
Problem: An Opinionated Introduction presents the problem as a debate between materialists about
the mind and their opponents. After examining the views of Descartes, Hume, and Thomas Huxley
the debate is traced through the twentieth century to present day. The emphasis is always on the
arguments used and the way one position develops from another. By the end of the book the reader
is afforded both a grasp of the state of the controversy and how we got there.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Subjectivity And Reduction Barbara Hannan,
2019-07-09 Contemporary philosophy has seen a proliferation of complex theories and intricate
arguments brought to bear on the mind-body problem, perhaps the most intractable of perennial
philosophical problems. In this concise and accessible text, Barbara Hannan provides an elegant
introduction to this contemporary debate. Her emphasis is upon the clear and even-handed
presentation and evaluation of the major theories of the mind, but she does not shrink from
contributing to the advancement of the argument, including the presentation of an original account,
the theory of content internalism. Along the way to the formulation of this account, Hannan puts into
context and discusses the views of all the major contemporary philosophers writing on the mind,
including Lewis, Putnam, Searle, Davidson, Dennett, and Fodor. Combining a deep respect for the
depth of the issues with clarity of thought and lucidity of expression, Subjectivity and Reduction is
the ideal introduction to the central problem of today's philosophy of mind.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Metaphysics and the Mind-body Problem Michael E.
Levin, 1979 Defends the ancient thesis that man is a piece of matter, that all his states are physical
states, and all his properties physical properties. This is done in a metaphysical framework which
accommodates talk of the identity and diversity of such 'virtual entites' as states and properties
without being committed to their actual existence.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Mind in a Physical World Jaegwon Kim, 2000 This
book, based on Jaegwon Kim's 1996 Townsend Lectures, presents the philosopher's current views on
a variety of issues in the metaphysics of the mind--in particular, the mind-body problem, mental

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/the-mind-body-problem-philosophy.pdf


causation, and reductionism. This book, based on Jaegwon Kim's 1996 Townsend Lectures, presents
the philosopher's current views on a variety of issues in the metaphysics of the mind--in particular,
the mind-body problem, mental causation, and reductionism. Kim construes the mind-body problem
as that of finding a place for the mind in a world that is fundamentally physical. Among other points,
he redefines the roles of supervenience and emergence in the discussion of the mind-body problem.
Arguing that various contemporary accounts of mental causation are inadequate, he offers his own
partially reductionist solution on the basis of a novel model of reduction. Retaining the informal tone
of the lecture format, the book is clear yet sophisticated.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Mind, Brain, Behavior Martin Carrier, Jürgen
Mittelstraß, 2019-06-17 No detailed description available for Mind, Brain, Behavior.
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Mind-Body Problem Jonathan Westphal, 2016-09-23
An introduction to the mind–body problem, covering all the proposed solutions and offering a
powerful new one. Philosophers from Descartes to Kripke have struggled with the glittering prize of
modern and contemporary philosophy: the mind-body problem. The brain is physical. If the mind is
physical, we cannot see how. If we cannot see how the mind is physical, we cannot see how it can
interact with the body. And if the mind is not physical, it cannot interact with the body. Or so it
seems. In this book the philosopher Jonathan Westphal examines the mind-body problem in detail,
laying out the reasoning behind the solutions that have been offered in the past and presenting his
own proposal. The sharp focus on the mind-body problem, a problem that is not about the self, or
consciousness, or the soul, or anything other than the mind and the body, helps clarify both problem
and solutions. Westphal outlines the history of the mind-body problem, beginning with Descartes. He
describes mind-body dualism, which claims that the mind and the body are two different and
separate things, nonphysical and physical, and he also examines physicalist theories of mind;
antimaterialism, which proposes limits to physicalism and introduces the idea of qualia; and
scientific theories of consciousness. Finally, Westphal examines the largely forgotten neutral monist
theories of mind and body, held by Ernst Mach, William James, and Bertrand Russell, which attempt
neither to extract mind from matter nor to dissolve matter into mind. Westphal proposes his own
version of neutral monism. This version is unique among neutral monist theories in offering an
account of mind-body interaction.
  the mind body problem philosophy: History of the Mind-Body Problem Tim Crane, Sarah
Patterson, 2012-10-12 History of the Mind-Body Problem is a collection of new essays by leading
contributors on the various concerns that have given rise to and informed the mind-body problem in
philosophy. The essays in this stellar collection discuss famous philosophers such as Aristotle,
Aquinas and Descartes and cover the subjects of the origins of the qualia and intentionality.
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Mind–Body Problem Mario Bunge, 2014-05-09 The
Mind–Body Problem: A Psychobiological Approach examines the mind-body problem from a
psychobiological perspective. It intends to show that the idea of a separate mental entity is not only
unwarranted by the available data and the existing psychological models, but collides head-on with
the most fundamental ideas of all modern science and is thus a stumbling block to progress. The
book abandons ordinary language in favor of the state space language, which is mathematically
precise and is shared by science and scientific philosophy. Comprised of 10 chapters, this
monograph begins with an overview of the mind-body problem and its main proposed solutions,
classified into main genera: psychophysical monism and psychophysical dualism. In particular, ten
views on the mind-body problem are analyzed, along with three main varieties of materialism with
regards to the problem: eliminative, reductive (or leveling), and emergentist. The discussion then
turns to the notion of a concrete or material system, based on the assumption that behavior is an
external manifestation of neural processes. Subsequent chapters explore the specific functions of the
central nervous system; sensation and perception; behavior and motivation; memory and learning;
thinking and knowing; and consciousness and personality. The book also considers sociality and
social behavior in animals before concluding with an assessment of a psychological explanation of
the mind, with emphasis on dualism and monism. This work will be of interest to students,



academicians, practitioners, and investigators in the fields of psychobiology, psychology,
neurophysiology, and philosophy.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Consciousness and The Mind-Body Problem Torin
Alter, Robert J. Howell, 2011-11-17 Ideal for courses in consciousness and the philosophy of mind,
Consciousness and The Mind-Body Problem: A Reader presents thirty-three classic and
contemporary readings, organized into five sections that cover the major issues in this debate: the
challenge for physicalism, physicalist responses, alternative responses, the significance of
ignorance, and mental causation. Edited by Torin Alter and Robert J. Howell, the volume features
work from such leading figures as Karen Bennett, Ned Block, David J. Chalmers, Frank Jackson,
Colin McGinn, David Papineau, and many others.
  the mind body problem philosophy: What Am I? Joseph Almog, 2001-12-27 In his
Meditations, René Descartes asks, what am I? His initial answer is a man. But he soon discards it:
But what is a man? Shall I say 'a rational animal'? No: for then I should inquire what an animal is,
what rationality is, and in this way one question would lead down the slope to harder ones. Instead
of understanding what a man is, Descartes shifts to two new questions: What is Mind? and What is
Body? These questions develop into Descartes's main philosophical preoccupation: the Mind-Body
distinction. How can Mind and Body be independent entities, yet joined--essentially so--within a
single human being? If Mind and Body are really distinct, are human beings merely a construction?
On the other hand, if we respect the integrity of humans, are Mind and Body merely aspects of a
human being and not subjects in and of themselves? For centuries, philosophers have considered
this classic philosophical puzzle. Now, in this compact, engaging, and long-awaited work, UCLA
philosopher Joseph Almog closely decodes the French philosopher's argument for distinguishing
between the human mind and body while maintaining simultaneously their essential integration in a
human being. He argues that Descartes constructed a solution whereby the trio of Human Mind,
Body, and Being are essentially interdependent yet remain each a genuine individual subject.
Almog's reading not only steers away from the most popular interpretations of Descartes, but also
represents a scholar coming to grips directly with Descartes himself. In doing so, Almog creates a
work that Cartesian scholars will value, and that will also prove indispensable to philosophers of
language, ontology, and the metaphysics of mind.
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Enigma of the Mind Sergio Moravia, 1995-01-27
Sergio Moravia's The Enigma of the Mind (originally published in Italian as L'enigma della mente)
offers a broad and lucid critical and historical survey of one of the fundamental debates in the
philosophy of mind - the relationship of mind and body. This problem continues to raise deep
questions concerning the nature of man. The book has two central aims. First, Professor Moravia
sketches the major recent contributions to the mind/body problem from philosophers of mind.
Having established this framework Professor Moravia pursues his second aim - the articulation of a
particular interpretation of the mental and the mind-body problem. The book's detailed and
systematic treatment of this fundamental philosophical issue make it ideal for upper-level
undergraduate and graduate courses in epistemology and the philosophy of mind. It should also
prove provocative reading for psychologists and cognitive scientists.
  the mind body problem philosophy: MIND AND BRAIN Rocco J. Gennaro, 2020
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Body ??·??, 1987-01-01 This book explores
mind-body philosophy from an Asian perspective. It sheds new light on a problem central in modern
Western thought. Yuasa shows that Eastern philosophy has generally formulated its view of
mind-body unity as an achievement a state to be acquired--rather than as essential or innate.
Depending on the individual's own developmental state, the mind-body connection can vary from
near dissociation to almost perfect integration. Whereas Western mind-body theories have typically
asked what the mind-body is, Yuasa asks how the mind-body relation varies on a spectrum from the
psychotic to the yogi, from the debilitated to the athletic, from the awkward novice to the master
musician. Yuasa first examines various Asian texts dealing with Buddhist meditation, kundalini yoga,
acupuncture, ethics, and epistemology, developing a concept of the dark consciousness (not identical



with the psychoanalytic unconscious) as a vehicle for explaining their basic view. He shows that the
mind-body image found in those texts has a striking correlation to themes in contemporary French
phenomenology, Jungian psychoanalysis, psychomatic medicine, and neurophysiology. The book
clears the ground for a provocative meeting between East and West, establishing a philosophical
region on which science and religion can be mutually illuminating.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Concepts, Theories, and the Mind-Body Problem
Herbert Feigl, Michael Scriven, Grover Maxwell, 1958 Concepts, Theories, and the Mind-Body
Problem was first published in 1958. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make
long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original
University of Minnesota Press editions. This is Volume II of the Minnesota Studies in the Philosophy
of Science, a series published in cooperation with the Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science at
the University of Minnesota. The series editors are Herbert Feigl and Grover Maxwell, who are also
co-editors, with Michael Scriven, of this volume. The ten papers by eleven authors which make up
the content of this volume are the result of collaborative research of the Center in philosophical and
methodological problems of science in general and psychology in particular. The contributors are
Paul Oppenheim, Hilary Putnam, Carl G. Hempel, Michael Scriven, Arthur Pap, Wilfrid Sellars, H.
Gavin Alexander, P.F. Strawson, Karl Zener, Herbert Feigl, and Paul E. Meehl. In addition, an
extensive discussion of Internationality and the Mental by Wilfrid Sellars and Roderick Chisholm is
presented in an appendix. In a review of this volume the journal Psychiatric Quarterly commented:
These essays will not prove easy for the layman to read, but he can hardly fail to find his effort
rewarded if he is persistent. For the professional behavioral scientist increased awareness and
caution--in his use of scientific language, and thinking about scientific theory--should result. One of
the papers in this volume, The 'Mental' and the 'Physical' by Herbert Feigl, has been published by
the University of Minnesota Press with further discussion by Dr. Feigl as a separate book, The
Mental and the Physical The Essay and a Postscript.
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Mind-Body Problem Merle B. Turner, 2008 The
Mind-Body Problem Examined The mystery of consciousness and its relationship to the mind and the
material world remains a philosophical enigma. This book is a comprehensive review of the thoughts
and research devoted to this problem over the last century and offers the sometimes surprising
views of psychologist/philosopher Merle Turner. Written over a period of fifteen years, The
Mind-Body Problem: Knot or Not? is the latest word on the identity theory--that mind and body are
one. The ontological problem--reality of mind and body; the epistemic problem--interaction of the
body and mind; and the methodological problem--relation of knowledge of the mind to the brain are
all thoroughly explained. His audience is not limited to professionals. Any concerned lay person or
student can follow the arguments. In short, this book offers a brilliant, lucid examination of
consciousness and of how the divide between mind and brain can be bridged without denying the
reality of either.
  the mind body problem philosophy: Unsnarling the World-Knot David Ray Griffin,
2008-03-25 The mind-body problem, which Schopenhauer called the world-knot, has been a central
problem for philosophy since the time of Descartes. Among realists--those who accept the reality of
the physical world--the two dominant approaches have been dualism and materialism, but there is a
growing consensus that, if we are ever to understand how mind and body are related, a radically
new approach is required. David Ray Griffin develops a third form of realism, one that resolves the
basic problem (common to dualism and materialism) of the continued acceptance of the Cartesian
view of matter. In dialogue with various philosophers, including Dennett, Kim, McGinn, Nagel,
Seager, Searle, and Strawson, Griffin shows that materialist physicalism is even more problematic
than dualism. He proposes instead a panexperientialist physicalism grounded in the process
philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead. Answering those who have rejected panpsychism as obviously
absurd, Griffin argues compellingly that panexperientialism, by taking experience and spontaneity as
fully natural, can finally provide a naturalistic account of the emergence of consciousness--an
account that also does justice to the freedom we all suppose in practice.



  the mind body problem philosophy: The Mind-Body Problem and Metaphysics Ralph Stefan
Weir, 2023-07-21 This book evaluates the widespread preference in philosophy of mind for varieties
of property dualism over other alternatives to physicalism. It takes the standard motivations for
property dualism as a starting point and argues that these lead directly to nonphysical substances
resembling the soul of traditional metaphysics. In the first half of the book, the author clarifies what
is at issue in the choice between theories that posit nonphysical properties only and those that posit
nonphysical substances. The crucial question, he argues, is whether one posits nonphysical things
that satisfy an Aristotelian-Cartesian independence definition of substance: nonphysical things that
could exist in the absence of anything else. In the second half, the author argues that standard and
Russellian monist forms of property dualism are far less plausible than we usually suppose. Most
significantly, the presuppositions of one of the leading arguments for property dualism, the
conceivability argument, lead by parity of reasoning to the view that conscious subjects are
nonphysical substances. He concludes that if you posit nonphysical properties in response to the
mind-body problem, then you should be prepared to posit nonphysical substances as well.
Mainstream philosophy of mind must take nonphysical substances far more seriously than it has
done for the best part of a century. The Mind-Body Problem and Metaphysics will be of interest to
scholars and advanced students working in philosophy of mind, metaphysics, and the history of
philosophy.
  the mind body problem philosophy: The Mind-body Problem Richard Warner, 1994-01-01
  the mind body problem philosophy: Materialism and the Mind-body Problem David M.
Rosenthal, 1971
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