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lorrie moore how to become a writer is a phrase that captures the curiosity of many
aspiring authors who admire her distinctive voice and mastery of the short story form.
Known for her sharp wit, poignant storytelling, and unique blend of humor and
melancholy, Lorrie Moore stands as a beacon in contemporary American literature. For
those wondering how to emulate her success or simply seeking inspiration on their own
writing journeys, exploring Moore’s approach offers invaluable insights.

In this article, we’ll delve into the art of becoming a writer through the lens of Lorrie
Moore’s career, style, and philosophy. Whether you’re an aspiring novelist, short story
writer, or simply someone passionate about the craft, understanding Moore’s methods can
illuminate your path.

Understanding Lorrie Moore’s Writing Journey

Before diving into specific advice, it’s important to appreciate the background and
trajectory of Lorrie Moore’s career. She emerged in the 1980s with a fresh voice that
combined literary sophistication with a conversational tone. Her debut collection, “Self-
Help,” received critical acclaim for its innovative storytelling and emotional depth.

From Education to Publication

Moore studied at the University of Wisconsin and later earned her MFA from Cornell
University—both institutions known for strong creative writing programs. Her academic
background provided a solid foundation in literary theory and practice, but it was her
relentless dedication to honing her craft that truly set her apart.

This path highlights a common route for aspiring writers: combining formal education with
disciplined writing habits. While not mandatory, studying literature and creative writing
can sharpen your understanding of narrative techniques, character development, and
stylistic nuance—key elements in Moore’s work.

Embracing the Short Story

One defining characteristic of Lorrie Moore’s career is her focus on the short story form.
She has often emphasized the power of brevity and precision, where every word carries
weight. For writers wondering how to become a writer in the spirit of Moore,
experimenting with short stories can be an excellent way to develop a keen sense of
economy and emotional impact.



Writing short stories forces you to distill complex human experiences into compact
narratives, a skill Moore has mastered with elegance. Many of her stories blend humor
and tragedy seamlessly, creating memorable snapshots of life.

Key Lessons from Lorrie Moore on Becoming a
Writer

What practical advice can we glean from Lorrie Moore’s approach to writing and career-
building? Here are several takeaways that aspiring writers can apply.

1. Write with Honesty and Wit

Moore’s prose is celebrated for its honesty and sharp wit. She doesn’t shy away from
exploring the complexities of human emotions, often revealing vulnerability through
humor. Writing authentically, while maintaining a light touch, can make your stories
resonate deeply with readers.

This balance between candidness and cleverness is something many writers struggle to
achieve. Moore’s work shows that humor can coexist with serious themes without
undermining emotional truth.

2. Revise Relentlessly

One hallmark of Moore’s process is meticulous revision. Becoming a writer like her means
understanding that the first draft is just the beginning. Polishing language, refining
dialogue, and tightening narrative structure are essential steps.

Aspiring writers can learn from this by embracing the editing process as a creative
opportunity rather than a chore. Each revision brings you closer to clarity and impact.

3. Read Widely and Critically

Moore is not only a writer but also a keen reader. Immersing yourself in a variety of
literary styles broadens your perspective and informs your own voice. She has spoken
about how reading both classic and contemporary authors enriches her work.

For those on the path to becoming a writer, cultivating a habit of critical reading can
reveal new techniques and inspire innovation in your writing.



4. Find Your Unique Voice

While Moore’s style is distinctive, it didn’t emerge overnight. Developing your unique
voice requires experimentation and time. Whether it’s through the cadence of your
sentences, your thematic focus, or your narrative perspective, authenticity is key.

Aspiring writers should resist the urge to imitate too closely and instead focus on what
makes their storytelling fresh and compelling.

The Role of Teaching and Community in Lorrie
Moore’s Career

Beyond writing, Moore has contributed significantly to the literary world through
teaching. She has held positions at several universities, including the University of
Wisconsin and Princeton University, mentoring countless young writers.

Why Teaching Matters for Writers

Teaching creative writing can deepen your understanding of the craft. Explaining concepts
to others often clarifies your own thinking and challenges you to articulate what makes
writing effective.

Moreover, being part of a literary community—whether through workshops, classes, or
writers’ groups—provides crucial feedback and support. Moore’s engagement with such
communities illustrates the importance of connection in a writer’s development.

Building Your Writing Network

For anyone inspired by Lorrie Moore how to become a writer, building a network of peers
and mentors is invaluable. Sharing work, exchanging ideas, and receiving constructive
criticism helps you grow.

Attending literary festivals, submitting to journals, and participating in writing residencies
can also open doors and provide motivation.

Practical Tips Inspired by Lorrie Moore for
Aspiring Writers

If you’re eager to start your own writing journey inspired by Lorrie Moore’s example, here
are some actionable tips to keep in mind:



Write Regularly: Establish a daily or weekly writing routine to build discipline.

Experiment with Form: Try different genres and styles, but pay special attention to
short stories.

Embrace Revision: Don’t hesitate to rewrite and refine your work multiple times.

Read Beyond Your Comfort Zone: Include diverse voices and styles in your
reading list.

Seek Feedback: Join writing groups or workshops to share your work and learn
from others.

Be Patient: Writing is a craft that evolves over time; persistence is key.

Why Lorrie Moore’s Approach Still Resonates
Today

In an era dominated by digital media and fast content consumption, Lorrie Moore’s
dedication to thoughtful, well-crafted storytelling remains a powerful example. Her
balance of humor and depth, combined with her commitment to craft, offers a roadmap for
writers aiming to create work that endures.

Her career underscores that becoming a writer is less about instant success and more
about sustained passion, hard work, and a willingness to learn.

Exploring the nuances of lorrie moore how to become a writer opens up a broader
conversation about what it means to write with purpose and heart. For anyone drawn to
her work, the journey is as rewarding as the destination.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Lorrie Moore and what is she known for in the
writing community?
Lorrie Moore is an acclaimed American writer known for her sharp wit and insightful short
stories and novels. She is celebrated for her unique voice and contributions to
contemporary literature.

What advice has Lorrie Moore given on how to become a
writer?
Lorrie Moore advises aspiring writers to read extensively, write regularly, embrace



revision, and develop their own unique voice. She emphasizes the importance of
persistence and learning from rejection.

Does Lorrie Moore recommend formal education for
aspiring writers?
Lorrie Moore has spoken positively about formal education, such as MFA programs, as a
way to hone writing skills, receive feedback, and engage with a writing community,
though she acknowledges that success can come through various paths.

What writing habits does Lorrie Moore suggest for
developing as a writer?
Lorrie Moore encourages writers to write daily if possible, to be disciplined, and to treat
writing as a craft that requires consistent effort and revision.

How does Lorrie Moore view the role of humor in
writing?
Lorrie Moore often incorporates humor into her work and believes that humor can be a
powerful tool to engage readers and explore serious themes with nuance and depth.

What challenges does Lorrie Moore say new writers
should expect?
Lorrie Moore acknowledges that new writers will face rejection, self-doubt, and the need
for perseverance. She advises maintaining passion and patience throughout the writing
journey.

Where can aspiring writers find Lorrie Moore’s lectures
or essays on writing?
Aspiring writers can find Lorrie Moore’s insights in her essays, interviews, and lectures
available online, as well as in collections such as her book 'The Art of Fiction' where she
discusses the craft of writing.

Additional Resources
Lorrie Moore How to Become a Writer: Insights from a Literary Icon

lorrie moore how to become a writer is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
literary community, as aspiring authors seek guidance from one of contemporary fiction’s
most acclaimed voices. Lorrie Moore’s work, characterized by its sharp wit, emotional
depth, and innovative narrative style, offers a compelling blueprint for those eager to
carve a path in the competitive world of writing. Examining Moore’s career, writing
philosophy, and pedagogical approach provides valuable lessons not only for emerging



writers but also for seasoned authors striving to refine their craft.

The Literary Journey of Lorrie Moore

Lorrie Moore, a celebrated American short story writer and novelist, has long been hailed
for her unique ability to blend humor with poignancy. Her stories often explore themes of
love, loss, identity, and the intricacies of human relationships, resonating with a broad
readership. Understanding how Moore became a writer involves delving into her academic
background, her literary influences, and her commitment to the discipline of writing.

Moore’s ascent in the literary world was neither accidental nor instantaneous. She
pursued formal education in English literature and creative writing, studying at the
University of Wisconsin–Madison and later at Cornell University, where she refined her
voice and narrative techniques. This structured educational foundation, combined with
relentless practice, underscores a vital component for aspiring writers: the value of
rigorous training and continuous learning.

Academic Foundations and Their Role

Formal education often receives mixed reviews within the writing community. However,
Lorrie Moore’s trajectory highlights the benefits of academic mentorship and structured
writing programs. Graduate programs in creative writing can offer:

Critical feedback from experienced writers and professors

Exposure to diverse literary styles and theories

Networking opportunities with peers and industry professionals

Dedicated time and resources to focus on craft development

Moore’s teaching career, including her role at the University of Wisconsin–Madison,
further exemplifies her belief in fostering literary skills through education. For many, this
path provides a scaffold to explore narrative forms and refine their voice within a
supportive environment.

Lorrie Moore’s Writing Style and Techniques

One of the defining features of Moore’s writing is her distinctive narrative voice—a blend
of irony, wit, and emotional insight. Her stories often employ a first-person perspective,
providing intimate access to her characters’ inner worlds. This technique helps readers
connect deeply with the text while navigating complex emotional landscapes.



Moore’s prose is notable for its economy and precision; she crafts sentences that are both
elegant and accessible. Her mastery of language and rhythm serves as a reminder that
effective writing is as much about what is left unsaid as what is expressed. This minimalist
approach challenges writers to focus on clarity and emotional impact without resorting to
verbosity.

Key Writing Techniques Inspired by Moore

Use of Humor: Integrating humor to illuminate human vulnerability without
diminishing its seriousness.

Character-Driven Narratives: Prioritizing deep character development to drive the
story forward.

Emotional Resonance: Balancing irony and pathos to evoke complex emotional
responses.

Concise Language: Employing precise word choice to enhance narrative efficiency.

Aspiring writers looking to emulate Moore’s style might experiment with these techniques,
paying close attention to tone and pacing to create stories that resonate on multiple levels.

Practical Advice from Lorrie Moore on Becoming
a Writer

Beyond her literary accomplishments, Moore has contributed valuable insights into the
process of becoming a writer. She emphasizes persistence, discipline, and the willingness
to embrace revision. Writing, in Moore’s view, is an iterative craft requiring continual
refinement.

Moore’s approach suggests that aspiring writers should:

Write Regularly: Treat writing as a daily practice rather than sporadic inspiration.1.

Read Widely: Engage with diverse genres and authors to expand narrative horizons.2.

Seek Constructive Feedback: Welcome criticism as a tool for growth rather than a3.
setback.

Revise Ruthlessly: Recognize that first drafts are starting points, not finished4.
products.



Develop a Unique Voice: Focus on authentic storytelling rather than imitating5.
others.

This disciplined mindset counters the romanticized notion of the “inspired writer” and
underscores the importance of craft and perseverance.

The Role of Short Stories in Moore’s Career

Unlike many novelists, Moore’s reputation largely rests on her mastery of the short story
form. For writers contemplating how to start their careers, exploring Moore’s body of
work reveals the strategic advantages of beginning with short fiction:

Manageable Scope: Short stories allow writers to experiment with themes and
styles without committing to a novel-length project.

Publication Opportunities: Many literary journals and magazines prioritize short
fiction, offering platforms for new voices.

Skill Development: Short stories hone skills in character development, pacing, and
narrative economy.

Moore’s success demonstrates that a focus on short fiction can establish a writer’s
reputation and open doors to larger projects and academic positions.

Comparing Lorrie Moore’s Path to Other
Contemporary Writers

When contextualizing Moore’s advice and career trajectory within the broader literary
landscape, it is instructive to compare her approach with other notable writers. For
instance, like Moore, writers such as Alice Munro and Raymond Carver have gained
acclaim primarily through short stories, leveraging the form to explore human experiences
with nuance.

In contrast, some authors prioritize novel writing from the outset, often encountering
different challenges related to sustained narrative arcs and world-building. Moore’s
emphasis on literary craftsmanship and emotional precision highlights the potential
benefits of mastering shorter forms before undertaking novels.

Moreover, Moore’s academic involvement aligns her with writers who balance creative
output with teaching, such as Joyce Carol Oates and Zadie Smith. This dual role offers
financial stability and intellectual engagement, which can be crucial for sustaining a long-
term writing career.



Pros and Cons of Following Moore’s Model

Pros:

Structured education fosters disciplined writing habits.

Short story focus allows for manageable projects and skill refinement.

Academic roles provide community and financial support.

Cons:

Academic paths may not be accessible or desirable for all writers.

Focusing on literary fiction may limit commercial appeal.

The iterative revision process can be time-consuming and demanding.

Understanding these trade-offs helps aspiring writers make informed decisions about their
own journey.

Embracing Modern Opportunities in Writing
Inspired by Lorrie Moore

While Moore’s career began in a pre-digital era, her principles remain relevant amid
today’s evolving literary landscape. The internet and self-publishing platforms have
expanded opportunities for writers, but the core tenets of craft, discipline, and authentic
voice continue to underpin success.

Emerging writers can integrate Moore’s lessons with modern tools, such as online
workshops, social media engagement, and digital literary magazines, to build audiences
and refine their craft. The balance between traditional literary values and innovative
dissemination methods creates a fertile environment for new voices to emerge.

Ultimately, exploring lorrie moore how to become a writer reveals a multifaceted portrait
of what it takes to succeed in contemporary literature: a blend of education, dedicated
practice, stylistic innovation, and emotional honesty. Her legacy offers a roadmap that
remains both challenging and inspiring for anyone committed to the art of writing.



Lorrie Moore How To Become A Writer

  lorrie moore how to become a writer: "A Study Guide for Lorrie Moore's ""How to Become a
Writer""" Gale, Cengage, 2018-12-13 A Study Guide for Lorrie Moore's How to Become a Writer,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: A Study Guide for Lorrie Moore's How to Become
a Writer Cengage Gale, 2018
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: How to Become a Writer Lorrie Moore, 2015-04-02
Taken from award-winning writer Lorrie Moore's debut short story collection Self-Help (1985), How
To Become a Writer is a wryly witty deconstruction of tips for aspiring writers, told in vignettes by a
self-absorbed narrator who fails to observe the wrold around her. A modern classic, this story has
been pulled out to accompany the launch of the Faber Modern Classics list.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Understanding Lorrie Moore Alison Kelly, 2009 The
first book-length critical approach to the fiction of the award-winning author of Birds of America
Understanding Lorrie Moore is a comprehensive companion to the works of this wickedly humorous
writer, whose fiction shows a deep sensitivity to the dynamics of contemporary gender relations and
an abiding interest in portraying and critiquing the American national character. The recipient of the
1998 O. Henry Award and the 2004 Rea Award for the Short Story, Lorrie Moore is best known for
her short fiction. Alison Kelly shows that Moore's virtuosic prose, wry humor, and sense of irony are
tools for registering how Americans face the discomfort of their daily lives as individuals and as a
nation. Kelly traces Moore's emergence as a writer in the 1980s and her artistic development up to
the present day, illuminating the distinctive narrative methods, aesthetics, and thematic
preoccupations of Moore's major works. Kelly follows Moore's recurrent characters, situations,
metaphors, and motifs in order to promote understanding of the texts and appreciation for their
wordplay, wit, and imagery. Viewing her subject as a subtly political writer, Kelly discusses Moore's
major themes, techniques, and stylistics as evidence that her characters' private pains are
symptomatic of a wider national malaise.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Constant Art of Being a Writer N.M. Kelby,
2009-09-23 The Fiction Writer's Guide to Creative Success From that first story idea to publication
and beyond, being a novelist is an evolving process. The Constant Art of Being a Writer helps you
discover the mindset and skills you need to confidently approach each aspect of writing and
publishing. Award-winning novelist and short story writer N.M. Kelby explores core fiction writing
techniques like idea generation, outlining, character development, and the use of black comedic
moments and magic realism, as well as essential business-related topics like getting an agent,
self-promotion, crafting a bestseller, the ins and outs of a successful author tour, and much more.
With lively instruction, innovative writing tips, and original exercises, The Constant Art of Being a
Writer is a guide you can count on every step of the way.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Poets & Writers Complete Guide to Being a Writer
Kevin Larimer, Mary Gannon, 2020-04-07 The definitive source of information, insight, and advice
for creative writers, from the nation’s largest and most trusted organization for writers, Poets &
Writers. For half a century, writers at every stage of their careers have turned to the literary
nonprofit organization Poets & Writers and its award-winning magazine for resources to foster their
professional development, from writing prompts and tips on technique to informative interviews with
published authors, literary agents, and editors. But never before has Poets & Writers marshaled its
fifty years’ worth of knowledge to create an authoritative guide for writers that answers every
imaginable question about craft and career—until now. Here is the writing bible for authors of all
genres and forms, covering topics such as how to: -Harness your imagination and jump-start your
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creativity -Develop your work from initial idea to final draft -Find a supportive and inspiring writing
community to sustain your career -Find the best MFA program for you -Publish your work in literary
magazines and develop a platform -Research writing contests and other opportunities to support
your writing life -Decide between traditional publishing and self-publishing -Find the right literary
agent -Anticipate what agents look for in queries and proposals -Work successfully with an editor
and your publishing team -Market yourself and your work in a digital world -Approach financial
planning and taxes as a writer -And much more Written by Kevin Larimer and Mary Gannon, the two
most recent editors of Poets & Writers Magazine, this book brings an unrivaled understanding of the
areas in which writers seek guidance and support. Filled with insider information like sample query
letters, pitch letters, lists of resources, and worksheets for calculating freelance rates, tracking
submissions, and managing your taxes, the guide does more than demystify the writing life—it also
provides an array of powerful tools for building a sustainable career as a writer. In addition to the
wealth of insights into creativity, publishing, and promotion are first-person essays from bestselling
authors, including George Saunders, Christina Baker Kline, and Ocean Vuong, as well as reading
lists from award-winning writers such as Anthony Doerr, Cheryl Strayed, and Natalie Diaz. Here, at
last, is the ultimate comprehensive resource that belongs on every writer’s desk.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Helping Students Become Climate Stewards Xochitl
Bentley, 2025-10-30 This resource examines the way storytelling can play a role in environmental
problem-solving and climate stewardship. Narrative not only builds literacy but also fosters students’
critical thinking around the ways they inhabit their world. The author examines habits, myths, and
mindsets that threaten our planet's ecosystems, and presents counter-stories you can use to build
your middle and secondary students’ capacity for environmental advocacy. Chapters are organized
around a framework for developing environmental literacy, each focusing on how storytelling can
build the capacity for various roles within the realm of climate stewardship. Via practical entry
points and pathways for lesson and unit design, educators can use narrative to help students
envision themselves as systems thinkers, communicators, activists, problem solvers, and more. Each
chapter uses different kinds of narratives, from fictional parables to comic storyboards, to present
practices students can understand and try out. They also include case studies, writing exercises,
lesson suggestions, planning tool organizers, and rubrics applicable throughout different curriculum
areas. Ideal for any secondary educator grappling with the uncertainties around climate change in
their classroom, this resource introduces and encourages inquiry investigation through the power of
storytelling to cultivate climate stewardship.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Advice to the Writer Stephen Koch, 2014-02-25 From
Stephen Koch, former chair of Columbia University’s graduate creative writing program, comes
essential and practical advice drawn from The Modern Library Writer’s Workshop. With nearly thirty
years of teaching experience, Stephen Koch has earned a reputation as an astute and benevolent
mentor; and with Advice to the Writer, his lucid observations and commonsense techniques have
never been more accessible. Here Koch dispenses sound guidance for those moments when the
muse needs a little help finding her way: in “Shaping the Story,” he untangles plot; in “Working and
Reworking,” he explains the most teachable (yet least often taught) of all writerly skills: revision;
and in “The Story of the Self,” he delves into autobiography. Featuring handpicked commentary
from some of our greatest authors, Advice to the Writer is a unique introduction to this maddening
and intoxicating pursuit. Praise for Stephen Koch’s The Modern Library Writer’s Workshop “An
extraordinarily comprehensive and practical work by a master craftsman and a master analyst of the
craft.”—Madison Smartt Bell, author of All Souls’ Rising and Anything Goes “Stephen Koch was my
teacher long ago. Now he is everyone’s teacher, indelibly. This is a book not just for the beginning
writer but for every writer.”—Martha McPhee, author of the National Book Award nominee
Gorgeous Lies “The Modern Library Writer’s Workshop is a treasure trove of wisdom, both
immensely practical and philosophical, entertaining and thought-provoking. Koch takes us inside the
writing process, and it is impossible not to emerge transformed.”—Joanna Hershon, author of
Swimming



  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Portable MFA in Creative Writing New York
Writers Workshop, 2006-04-29 Get the core knowledge of a prestigious MFA education without the
tuition. Have you always wanted to get an MFA, but couldn't because of the cost, time commitment,
or admission requirements? Well now you can fulfill that dream without having to devote tons of
money or time. The Portable MFA gives you all of the essential information you would learn in the
MFA program in one book. Covering fiction, memoirs, personal essays, magazine articles, poetry,
and playwriting, this book provides you with: • Inspiration and tips on revision, stamina, and
productivity • Clear instruction on the craft behind the art • Detailed reading lists to expand your
literary horizons • Exercises to improve your writing endeavors By heeding the advice in The
Portable MFA, you will gain the wisdom and experience of some of today's greatest teachers, all for
just the price of a book.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Oxford Book of American Short Stories Joyce
Carol Oates, 2013 Joyce Carol Oates has performed a full review of her acclaimed 1992 anthology,
The Oxford Book of American Short Stories, and in this second edition embraces those authors who
have come to define turn-of-the-century American literature. Jhumpa Lahiri, Junot Diaz, Richard
Ford, and David Foster Wallace are just a few of the authors whose stories are now represented.
Each story is accompanied by a brief introduction, and there is also a fascinating introductory essay
by Joyce Carol Oates that explains why these stories form the foundation of the American literary
canon, and the trends and innovations that have taken place in the last twenty years.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Modern Library Writer's Workshop Stephen
Koch, 2009-05-14 “Make [your] characters want something right away—even if it’s only a glass of
water. Characters paralyzed by the meaninglessness of modern life still have to drink water from
time to time.” —Kurt Vonnegut “‘The cat sat on the mat’ is not the beginning of a story, but ‘the cat
sat on the dog’s mat’ is.” —John Le Carré Nothing is more inspiring for a beginning writer than
listening to masters of the craft talk about the writing life. But if you can’t get Vladimir Nabokov,
Virginia Woolf, and Gabriel García Márquez together at the Algonquin, The Modern Library Writer’s
Workshop gives you the next best thing. Stephen Koch, former chair of Columbia University’s
graduate creative writing program, presents a unique guide to the craft of fiction. Along with his
own lucid observations and commonsense techniques, he weaves together wisdom, advice, and
inspiring commentary from some of our greatest writers. Taking you from the moment of inspiration
(keep a notebook with you at all times), to writing a first draft (do it quickly! you can always revise
later), to figuring out a plot (plot always serves the story, not vice versa), Koch is a benevolent
mentor, glad to dispense sound advice when you need it most. The Modern Library Writer’s
Workshop belongs on every writer’s shelf, to be picked up and pored over for those moments when
the muse needs a little help finding her way.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Author Fictions Ingo Berensmeyer, 2023-10-04
Fictional novelists and other author characters have been a staple of novels and stories from the
early nineteenth century onwards. What is it that attracts authors to representing their own kind in
fiction? Author Fictions addresses this question from a theoretical and historical perspective.
Narrative representations of literary authorship not only reflect the aesthetic convictions and social
conditions of their actual authors or their time; they also take an active part in negotiating and
shaping these conditions. The book unfolds the history of such ‘author fictions’ in European and
North American texts since the early nineteenth century as a literary history of literary authorship,
ranging from the Victorian bildungsroman to contemporary autofiction. It combines rhetorical and
sociological approaches to answer the question how literature makes authors. Identifying ‘author
fictions’ as narratives that address the fragile material conditions of literary creation in the actual
and symbolic economies of production, Ingo Berensmeyer explores how these texts elaborate and
manipulate concepts and models of authorship. This book will be relevant to English, American and
comparative literary studies and to anyone interested in the topic of literary authorship.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Fiction Laurie G. Kirszner, 1993-09-23 Includes the
fiction section from Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing 2/e with three student papers and works



by women, minority, non-Western and contemporary authors.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Metaphor and Writing Philip Eubanks, 2010-11-04
This volume explains how metaphors, metonymies, and other figures of thought interact cognitively
and rhetorically to tell us what writing is and what it should do. Drawing on interviews with writing
professionals and published commentary about writing, it argues that our everyday metaphors and
metonymies for writing are part of a figurative rhetoric of writing - a pattern of discourse and
thought that includes ways we categorize writers and writing; stories we tell about people who
write; conceptual metaphors and metonymies used both to describe and to guide writing; and
familiar, yet surprisingly adaptable, conceptual blends used routinely for imagining writing
situations. The book will give scholars a fresh understanding of concepts such as 'voice', 'self',
'clarity', 'power', and the most basic figure of all: 'the writer'.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Elements of The Writing Craft Olmstead Robert,
2011-05-30 Great narratives are built piece by piece, through myriad small tasks and careful moves.
In this landmark book, Robert Olmstead shows how distinguished writers past and present have
built their fiction and nonfiction. Through this writer's-eye analysis of more than 150 of literature's
most finely crafted passages, you'll learn to read like a writer. Then, more than 500 innovative
exercises challenge you to experiment with - and expand upon - the techniques of the masters, so
you can use them for great narratives of your own.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Business of Writing Jennifer Lyons, 2012-10
Queries adn cover letters : a cosmic approach. Personal branding : advice for authors. Reverse
engineering. To reach the literary editor, some advice for the first - time author.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Self-Help Lorrie Moore, 2023-08-31 'America's first
lady of darkness and mirth.' Guardian 'I'd rather spend time with her than anyone else on Earth.'
Nicole Flattery 'Lorrie Moore is one of my very favourite writers.' Monica Heisey Complicated,
awkward, funny, cruel, heartbroken, mysterious; Self-Help forms an idiosyncratic guide to female
existence which is just as relevant today as it was 30 years ago. These stories are modern America at
its most real, with characters sharing thoughts and experiences they could have borrowed from our
own lives. This is how to deal with divorce, adultery, cancer, how to talk to your mother or become a
writer, the Lorrie Moore way.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: Creative Writing Practice Debra Adelaide, Sarah
Attfield, 2021-10-09 Creative Writing Practice: reflections on form and process explores the craft of
creative writing by illuminating the practices of writers and writer-educators. Demonstrating
solutions to problems in different forms and genres, the contributors draw on their professional and
personal experiences to examine specific and practical challenges that writers must confront and
solve in order to write. This book discusses a range of approaches to writing, such as the early
working out of projects, the idea of experimentation, of narrative time, and of failure. With its strong
focus on process, Creative Writing Practice is a valuable guide for students, scholars and
practitioners of creative writing.
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: War, Literature, and the Arts , 1992
  lorrie moore how to become a writer: The Ruse of Repair Patricia Stuelke, 2021-08-09
Since the 1990s, literary and queer studies scholars have eschewed Marxist and Foucauldian
critique and hailed the reparative mode of criticism as a more humane and humble way of
approaching literature and culture. The reparative turn has traveled far beyond the academy,
influencing how people imagine justice, solidarity, and social change. In The Ruse of Repair, Patricia
Stuelke locates the reparative turn's hidden history in the failed struggle against US empire and
neoliberal capitalism in the 1970s and 1980s. She shows how feminist, antiracist, and
anti-imperialist liberation movements' visions of connection across difference, practices of self care,
and other reparative modes of artistic and cultural production have unintentionally reinforced forms
of neoliberal governance. At the same time, the US government and military, universities, and other
institutions have appropriated and depoliticized these same techniques to sidestep addressing
structural racism and imperialism in more substantive ways. In tracing the reparative turn's



complicated and fraught genealogy, Stuelke questions reparative criticism's efficacy in ways that
will prompt critics to reevaluate their own reading practices.
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