
lies to tell small kids
Lies to Tell Small Kids: Navigating the Truth with Care and Creativity

lies to tell small kids might sound like a controversial topic at first glance, but in reality,
many parents and caregivers find themselves using little white lies as tools to protect,
teach, or comfort their young children. Children’s understanding of the world is still
developing, and sometimes a gentle fib can help manage fears, encourage good behavior,
or simplify complex ideas. However, it’s essential to approach this sensitive area
thoughtfully to maintain trust and foster healthy emotional growth.

In this article, we’ll explore the delicate art of telling lies to small kids—why it happens,
what kinds of fibs are common, and how to use them responsibly without causing
confusion or mistrust. Along the way, we’ll share useful tips and insights for parents who
want to balance honesty and kindness in their daily interactions.

Why Do Parents Sometimes Tell Lies to Small
Kids?

Before diving into specific examples, it’s important to understand why parents and
caregivers resort to telling lies to small kids. Often, these lies aren’t meant to deceive in a
harmful way but to protect or nurture.

Protecting Innocence and Reducing Anxiety

Young children have vivid imaginations but limited ability to process complex realities. For
example, explaining the intricacies of illness, death, or adult conflicts can be
overwhelming and frightening. Saying something like “The monster under the bed isn’t
real” or “The doctor will make the ouchie go away” simplifies things and helps soothe
fears.

Encouraging Positive Behavior

Parents sometimes use harmless fibs to motivate kids toward good habits. Classic
examples include “If you eat your vegetables, you’ll grow big and strong” or “Santa only
comes to children who sleep all night.” These lies aren’t meant to mislead permanently but
to guide behavior in a positive direction.

Maintaining Order and Safety

Small children naturally test boundaries, and a well-crafted fib can help maintain safety.



For instance, telling a child “The stove is very hot and can burn you” is truthful, but
adding “The stove is like a dragon that breathes fire” might resonate more vividly and
keep them cautious.

Common Lies to Tell Small Kids—and When They
Can Be Helpful

Here are some typical lies parents might tell young children, along with explanations of
their purpose and how to use them thoughtfully.

The Tooth Fairy and Other Magical Characters

Stories about the Tooth Fairy, Santa Claus, or the Easter Bunny are classic examples.
These tales bring wonder and excitement, encouraging imagination and tradition. They
also offer opportunities for family bonding and rituals.

However, it’s good to be mindful of how and when to reveal the truth, so children don’t
feel betrayed later. Many parents choose to nurture belief in these characters until the
child naturally questions them, then transition with honesty and care.

“If You Don’t Eat Your Vegetables, You Won’t Grow Big”

This statement leverages a child’s natural desire to grow and be strong. While not literally
true in every detail, it encourages healthy eating habits.

To avoid confusion, parents can explain later that vegetables help keep the body healthy
and strong, which is why eating them regularly is important. This way, the fib serves as an
initial motivator without becoming a permanent misconception.

“The Monster Under the Bed Isn’t Real”

Many kids develop fears about imaginary creatures or the dark. Telling a child that scary
things don’t exist can provide immediate comfort.

Yet, it’s also helpful to validate their feelings by acknowledging their fear and offering
reassurance, such as checking under the bed together or using a nightlight. This approach
respects their emotions rather than dismissing them outright.

“If You Throw a Tantrum, the Toy Will Go Away”



This is a behavioral lie designed to discourage tantrums or misbehavior. The idea is to link
consequences to actions in a way children can understand.

The key here is consistency and follow-through. If the toy never actually disappears, the
child may become confused or feel manipulated. Instead, parents might consider setting
clear and honest boundaries alongside gentle consequences.

Balancing Truth and Fiction: Tips for Parents

While little lies can be useful, it’s important to strike a balance so children learn to trust
adults and develop critical thinking skills.

Use Lies Sparingly and Purposefully

Not every situation requires a fib. Prioritize honesty in everyday interactions and reserve
imaginative or protective lies for moments when they truly help.

Encourage Questions and Curiosity

When children ask questions prompted by these small lies, engage openly. For example, if
a child wonders about the Tooth Fairy, you might respond with a story rather than a flat
denial, keeping the door open for exploration.

Transition to Truth Gently

As kids grow, their ability to understand reality improves. Help them transition out of
belief in fantasy lies naturally, emphasizing that the magic of stories and imagination
remains valuable even when they know the truth.

Focus on Emotional Honesty

Even when facts are simplified, convey genuine care and empathy. For example, instead of
lying about why a parent is leaving temporarily, say “Mommy has to go to work, but she’ll
come back soon” which is both truthful and reassuring.

When Lies to Tell Small Kids Can Backfire

It’s worth considering the potential downsides of using lies, even well-intentioned ones.



Loss of Trust

If children realize they’ve been misled, especially repeatedly or about important matters,
they may feel betrayed and become skeptical of future information from adults.

Confusion and Misunderstanding

Some lies can cause children to develop incorrect beliefs that are hard to unlearn. For
example, exaggerating the consequences of behavior might create unnecessary anxiety or
shame.

Missed Opportunities for Learning

Avoiding honest conversations can deprive children of chances to develop critical thinking
and emotional resilience. Age-appropriate honesty fosters better understanding of the
world.

Alternatives to Lies That Still Help Guide
Children

If you’re wary of using lies but want to achieve similar positive effects, consider these
approaches:

Storytelling and Metaphors: Use creative stories that communicate values or
lessons without presenting them as literal truths.

Positive Reinforcement: Reward desired behaviors with praise or small treats
instead of threats or fibs.

Setting Clear Boundaries: Explain rules and expectations honestly but in simple,
relatable language.

Empathy and Validation: Acknowledge feelings openly to help children process
emotions without resorting to falsehoods.

These methods build trust and understanding while supporting healthy development.

---

Navigating the tricky waters of what to say to young children isn’t always straightforward.
While lies to tell small kids can sometimes serve as helpful tools, the real art lies in



knowing when and how to use them with kindness and responsibility. Balancing
imagination, protection, and honesty creates a nurturing environment where children can
grow confident and curious about the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some harmless lies parents commonly tell
small kids?
Parents often tell harmless lies like 'Santa Claus brings gifts,' 'If you swallow gum, it stays
in your stomach for seven years,' or 'The ice cream truck only comes when you hear the
music.' These are usually meant to entertain or guide children.

Why do parents sometimes lie to small kids?
Parents may lie to small kids to protect their feelings, encourage good behavior, or
simplify complex truths in a way that's easier for children to understand.

Is it okay to tell white lies to small kids?
Many experts agree that occasional white lies can be acceptable if they are harmless and
intended to protect a child's emotional well-being, but honesty should be encouraged as
children grow older.

What are some examples of funny lies told to small
kids?
Funny lies include telling kids that their belly button is a secret button that controls their
tummy or that eating carrots will help them see in the dark.

How can parents avoid lying to small kids?
Parents can focus on age-appropriate honesty, explain things simply and positively, and
redirect conversations rather than resorting to lies whenever possible.

Can telling lies to small kids affect their trust in
parents?
Yes, if children discover they've been lied to often, it can affect their trust. It's important
for parents to balance honesty with kindness to maintain a trusting relationship.

What are some creative stories parents use instead of
lies for small kids?
Parents sometimes create imaginative stories like magical creatures living in the garden



or friendly stars watching over them, which spark creativity without compromising trust.

Are there cultural differences in lies told to small kids?
Yes, different cultures have unique myths and stories told to children, such as the Tooth
Fairy in Western cultures or the Tooth Mouse in Hispanic cultures, which are often based
on imaginative lies.

How do lies like 'Santa Claus' impact a child's
development?
Believing in figures like Santa Claus can enhance imagination and provide excitement
during holidays, but parents should eventually explain the truth to support cognitive
development and trust.

What should parents do when kids question the lies they
were told?
Parents should respond honestly and gently, explaining why the story was told and
encouraging curiosity and open communication to build trust and understanding.

Additional Resources
Lies to Tell Small Kids: Navigating Truth and Fiction in Early Childhood

lies to tell small kids is a topic that often stirs debate among parents, educators, and
child psychologists alike. While honesty is widely upheld as a foundational value in child-
rearing, the reality of communicating complex or sensitive information to young children
often leads adults to resort to simplified or even fabricated explanations. This practice
raises important questions about the ethical implications, developmental appropriateness,
and long-term effects of such “white lies” on a child’s understanding of the world.

In this article, we investigate the various types of lies commonly told to small children,
explore why adults feel compelled to use them, and analyze their potential benefits and
drawbacks. We delve into psychological research, practical parenting strategies, and
cultural considerations to provide a nuanced view of how deception—when employed
carefully—can sometimes function as a tool for guidance rather than manipulation.

The Role of Lies in Early Childhood
Communication

Young children, typically under the age of five, possess limited cognitive and emotional
capacity to grasp abstract concepts or harsh realities. This developmental stage often
necessitates simplification when explaining phenomena such as death, illness, or social
norms. Lies to tell small kids, therefore, are frequently framed not as malicious falsehoods



but as protective narratives designed to shield them from fear, confusion, or distress.

From a psychological standpoint, these lies can serve as cognitive scaffolding. For
example, telling a child that their favorite toy “went to sleep” rather than explaining it
broke introduces a gentle metaphor that aligns with their limited conceptual framework.
Similarly, myths like the Tooth Fairy or Santa Claus instill wonder and anticipation,
fostering imagination and cultural bonding.

However, the line between benign storytelling and harmful deception is thin. Research
suggests that overly frequent or elaborate lies can erode trust, leading children to
question the credibility of adults. A 2018 study published in the Journal of Child
Development indicated that children exposed to frequent parental dishonesty showed
increased skepticism and reduced openness in communication.

Common Lies Told to Small Children and Their
Intentions

Parents and caregivers often resort to specific categories of lies tailored to the child’s age
and emotional needs. Here are some prevalent examples:

Magical Figures: Stories about Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, and the Tooth Fairy
are widespread cultural myths. These lies are generally harmless and are intended to
create excitement and a sense of magical thinking.

Behavioral Motivators: Statements like “If you don’t eat your vegetables, the
monsters will come” or “The ice cream truck only comes if you finish your
homework” are used to encourage positive behavior or compliance.

Comforting Falsehoods: When a parent tells a child that a painful procedure
“won’t hurt at all” or that a pet “went to a farm” instead of explaining death, these
lies aim to minimize anxiety and distress.

Explanatory Simplifications: Simplified explanations such as “clouds are made of
cotton” or “the moon follows us” help children make sense of complex natural
phenomena through relatable imagery.

Each of these lies, while serving a purpose, carries unique implications for the child’s
developing sense of reality.

Evaluating the Pros and Cons of Lies to Tell Small
Kids

An analytical approach to lies told to small kids requires weighing their potential



advantages against inherent risks. Below is a critical assessment:

Pros

Emotional Protection: Shielding children from frightening truths can prevent
unnecessary anxiety and foster a secure environment.

Encouragement of Imagination: Mythical stories fuel creativity and cultural
traditions, enriching childhood experience.

Behavioral Guidance: Simplified or exaggerated statements can motivate better
habits and compliance in a non-threatening way.

Developmental Appropriateness: Tailoring information to a child’s cognitive
ability facilitates understanding without overwhelming them.

Cons

Trust Erosion: When children eventually discover the truth, feelings of betrayal may
damage trust between child and adult.

Confusion About Reality: Persistent exposure to lies can blur the child’s ability to
distinguish fact from fiction.

Ethical Concerns: Manipulating a child’s perception raises questions about respect
for their autonomy and intellectual honesty.

Long-Term Impact: Some experts argue that habitual lying, even with good
intentions, may contribute to problematic communication patterns later in life.

Balancing these factors is essential for caregivers aiming to foster a healthy, trusting
relationship with their children.

Alternatives to Lies: Honest Communication Strategies

In recent years, there has been a growing movement toward transparency and age-
appropriate honesty in child-rearing. Instead of relying on lies, parents can employ the
following methods:



Use Simple Truths: Break down complex topics into digestible information without1.
exaggeration or fabrication.

Encourage Questions: Allow children to express curiosity and validate their2.
feelings, which supports emotional intelligence.

Frame Challenges Positively: Emphasize problem-solving and resilience rather3.
than avoidance.

Set Clear Boundaries: Explain rules and expectations with rationales that children4.
can understand.

These practices can build a foundation of trust and respect while fostering critical thinking
skills.

The Cultural Dimension of Lies to Tell Small Kids

Lying to children is not a universally condemned or accepted practice; it varies
significantly across cultures. In some societies, myths and storytelling are deeply
embedded in child development, serving as rites of passage or moral instruction. For
example, Scandinavian countries embrace the Santa Claus tradition with enthusiasm,
while some East Asian cultures emphasize directness and factual learning from an early
age.

Understanding these cultural differences is crucial for professionals working with families
from diverse backgrounds. What might be considered harmless fun in one context could be
perceived as deceit in another. Moreover, cultural attitudes toward authority and
communication shape the way children interpret and respond to lies or truths.

Impact on Child Psychology and Development

From a developmental psychology perspective, the ability to differentiate between lies and
reality emerges gradually. Studies indicate that children begin to recognize deception
around the age of four to five. Before this, children often accept fantastical explanations
literally, which can be advantageous for learning but also makes them vulnerable to
confusion.

Caregivers must therefore calibrate their communication to the child’s developmental
stage. Over time, transparent conversations foster critical thinking and skepticism, which
are vital cognitive tools. Conversely, reliance on lies without eventual clarification can
hinder emotional maturity and social trust.

The question remains: when, if ever, is it appropriate to tell lies to small kids? The answer
depends on context, intention, and the child’s capacity to understand.



Lies to tell small kids, when used judiciously, can be an instrument for nurturing
imagination and protecting innocence. Yet, they also carry risks that warrant cautious
reflection. The evolving landscape of parenting advice increasingly champions honesty
coupled with empathy, suggesting that the best approach may lie in nuanced
communication rather than outright deception. As society continues to examine the ethics
and effects of these practices, caregivers are encouraged to consider both scientific
insights and their own values when deciding how to navigate truth and fiction with their
children.

Lies To Tell Small Kids

  lies to tell small kids: Great Lies to Tell Small Kids Andy Riley, 2005 This Christmas you can
finally let your bunnies out of their padded hutches, because Andy Riley doesn't want them anymore.
He wants your children! From the creator of the bestselling Bunny books comes more wicked
humour - GREAT LIES TO TELL SMALL KIDS. They range from merely bogus to truly cruel: 'Every
ant you meet must be named' 'It takes the beaks of seven penguins to make a Penguin biscuit' 'All
wind is made by wind farms' 'Wine makes mummy clever' 'Ronald McDonald is dead!' Each hilarious
cartoon tells a tall tale to bamboozle kids and entertain wicked adults everywhere.
  lies to tell small kids: Great Lies to Tell Small Kids Andy Riley, 2006-01-31 More wicked
humor from the mind of the bestselling author of The Book of Bunny Suicides and The Return of the
Bunny Suicides. Cartoonist Andy Riley turns his irreverent wit to another group of small creatures
that lurk among us seemingly everywhere: children. From the benign (every ant you meet must be
named) to the truly cruel (Ronald McDonald is dead!), each hilarious cartoon has a tall tale to
educate children and entertain wicked adults everywhere.
  lies to tell small kids: Loads More Lies to Tell Small Kids Andy Riley, 2007-04-24 Loads
more laughs—from the man who put the funny in The Book of Bunny Suicides. Just when you were
about to run out of lies to tell small children, the creator of the bestselling Bunny Suicides books is
back with more wickedly funny falsehoods for the truly twisted. Each hilarious cartoon tells a tall
tale guaranteed to trouble guileless minds and crack up the grown-ups. So, find yourself a wide-eyed
youngster and ask: Did you know... • If you rub two redheaded kids together, you can make fire •
Your dad's got one nipple and two belly buttons • If you drop a tooth in a glass of Coke, after a day it
becomes a white butterfly • French people eat croissants and poo baguettes • If you cut a badger in
half with an axe it turns into two chipmunks If Andy Riley believed in wearing pants, they'd be on
fire right now! For the inner child and pathological liar in all of us, Loads More Lies is truly
hysterical.
  lies to tell small kids: Collect-N-Do Object Talks for Kids Susan L. Lingo, 2002 This resource
includes 34 exciting object talks based on a Bible theme and Scripture verse. Ideal for anytime you
want to offer kids awesome object talks in a moment that will last a lifetime. These resources are
ideal for quick lessons or attention-getting visuals to supplement existing lesson materials. Just use
items from your kitchen, craft basket, or tool chest to create lessons that fascinate children,
illustrate a biblical truth, and deliver memorable messages your kids will love.
  lies to tell small kids: Dawn of the Bunny Suicides Andy Riley, 2012-07-27 The bestselling
series of twisted comic strip collections returns, packed with even more self-destructive rabbits. The
bunnies are back and there’s only one thing on their minds. From the author of the bestselling The
Book of Bunny Suicides and Return of the Bunny Suicides comes a whole new batch of fluffy little
rabbits who just don’t want to live anymore. Twice as long as the previous books (over 150 deaths!),
this volume offers more bunny for your buck than ever before! Whether they’re getting stomped,
stabbed, or sautéed, impaled by pink flamingos, or done in by heavy metal drummers, this collection
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of rabbit-related self-destruction has it all. Dark, twisted, and perfectly irresistible, it will be a must
have for new and old Bunny Suicide fans alike. “Wonderfully deviant.” —The Washington Post “All
this sick humor is reminiscent of Gary Larson’s The Far Side . . . . A deadly combination of funny and
just naughty enough.” —Publishers Weekly
  lies to tell small kids: Wine Makes Mommy Clever Andy Riley, 2013-04-16 From the author
of the wildly popular Bunny Suicides series comes this hilarious collection detailing all the quirks
and endearing oddities of motherhood. Mommy loves chocolate cake (no matter how bad it is for
her), has magical spit (removes any stain!), and loves spa treatments (especially when she's not the
one paying). Whether she's admiring her shoe collection or hiding Daddy's favorite grungy T-shirt,
Mommy's always there doing her best to be the greatest. Including 60 all-new cartoons from Andy
Riley, Wine Makes Mommy Clever is an affectionate, witty tribute to moms everywhere.
  lies to tell small kids: DIY Dentistry and Other Alarming Inventions Andy Riley,
2009-03-31 Deranged devices and comic contraptions from the highly inventive and hilarious genius
behind The Book of Bunny Suicides. Much like his hero, Renaissance man Leonardo da Vinci,
bestselling author Andy Riley is not just an artist (or a liar)—he's an inventor. Imagine, if you will: •
The easily assembled Pole-Dancing-Club-in-a-Briefcase for stranded businessmen • Christmas tree
ornaments that provide surveillance to instantly tell Santa if you?ve been bad or good • A high-speed
police response unit aptly named the Cop Catapult • The Arsehole Trap, which can clear an average
size town of arseholes in a single day with its promise of Big Brother auditions Like a
twenty-first-century Rube Goldberg on the wrong mix of meds, in DIY Dentistry and Other Alarming
Inventions Andy Riley has created elaborate inventions that are often side-splittingly sociopathic and
never short of patently hysterical.
  lies to tell small kids: Lying, Truthtelling, and Storytelling in Children’s and Young
Adult Literature Anita Tarr, 2023-12-20 Even though we instruct our children not to lie, the truth is
that lying is a fundamental part of children’s development—socially, cognitively, emotionally,
morally. Lying can sometimes be more compassionate than telling the truth, even more ethical.
Reading specific children’s books can instruct child readers how to be guided by an etiquette of
lying, to know when to tell the truth and when to lie. Equally important, these stories can help
prevent them from being prey to those liars who are intent on taking advantage of them. Becoming a
critical reader requires that one learn how to lie judiciously as well as to see through others’ lies.
When humans first began to speak, we began to lie. When we began to lie, we started telling stories.
This is the paradox, that in order to tell truthful stories, we must be good liars. Novels about
child-artists showcased here illustrate how the protagonist embraces this paradox, accepting the
stigma that a writer is a liar who tells the truth. Emily Dickinson’s phrase “tell it slant” best
expresses the vision of how writers for children and young adults negotiate the conundrum of both
protecting child readers and teaching them to protect themselves. This volume explores the
pervasiveness of lying as well as the necessity for lying in our society; the origins of lying as
connected to language acquisition; the realization that storytelling is both lying and truthtelling; and
the negotiations child-artists must process in order to grasp the paradox that to become storytellers
they must become expert liars and lie-detectors.
  lies to tell small kids: Beer Makes Daddy Strong Andy Riley, 2013-03-26 Fatherhood is full
of ups and downs, quirks and crises. But there is always humor to be found! Featuring 60 all-new
cartoons from Andy Riley, Beer Makes Daddy Strong shows the world just how great dads can be:
Daddy knows all the best car games (Who can stay quiet the longest?), likes to show off his scars
(that he may or may not have obtained while running with the bulls in Spain), and is a great cook
(when Spaghetti Bolognese is on the menu). Witty and wise, this affectionate tribute is a celebration
of fatherhood and all of its joys, confusion, humor, and, of course, beer.
  lies to tell small kids: I'm Not Gonna Lie: And Other Lies You Tell When You Turn 50
George Lopez, Alan Eisenstock, 2013-05-07 From one of the most celebrated and beloved comedians
and actors of our time, George Lopez, comes this hilarious, touching, and often wacky chronicle of
life after fifty. George Lopez just hit the half-century mark and the reset button on his life. Newly



single and ready to embrace life, George was excited to turn fifty. It would be a welcome new phase
in his life, a chance to say goodbye to a decade that included a kidney transplant and a divorce. But
when he looked around a room full of his childhood friends, all gathered to celebrate his birthday,
many now bald or overweight, it suddenly hit him that he was old. What happened? And more
importantly, what was he going to do about it? George learns the hard way that when you turn 50,
everything changes. You pull a muscle in your sleep. You avoid mirrors at all costs, and always,
always wear a robe. You have to schedule an appointment to have sex. You have to dye your hair and
buy a bathtub with a door. As George learns to embrace life after fifty, he invites readers into his
world, sharing the ups and downs of getting older—from his relationship with a much younger
woman to a bizarre session with a pet psychic, to a trip behind-the-scenes at his tumultuous two
years at Lopez Tonight, to an intimate look at his sacred ground, the golf course—and, for the first
time, he reveals in moving detail, the story of the battle for his life against kidney disease. I’m Not
Gonna Lie will make you laugh at yourself, cry about yourself, and look at turning fifty in a way you
never would’ve imagined—through the eyes of George Lopez.
  lies to tell small kids: I'm Not Gonna Lie: And Other Lies You Tell When You Turn 50 Deluxe
George Lopez, Alan Eisenstock, 2013-05-07 More Lopez, more laughs: This deluxe e-book edition
features 13 exclusive videos starring George Lopez, sharing additional intimate details and even
more crazy stories. From one of the most celebrated and beloved comedians and actors of our time,
George Lopez, comes this hilarious, touching, and often wacky chronicle of life after fifty. George
Lopez just hit the half-century mark and the reset button on his life. Newly single and ready to
embrace life, George was excited to turn fifty. It would be a welcome new phase in his life, a chance
to say goodbye to a decade that included a kidney transplant and a divorce. But when he looked
around a room full of his childhood friends, all gathered to celebrate his birthday, many now bald or
overweight, it suddenly hit him that he was old. What happened? And more importantly, what was he
going to do about it? George learns the hard way that when you turn 50, everything changes. You
pull a muscle in your sleep. You avoid mirrors at all costs, and always, always wear a robe. You have
to schedule an appointment to have sex. You have to dye your hair and buy a bathtub with a door. As
George learns to embrace life after fifty, he invites readers into his world, sharing the ups and
downs of getting older—from his relationship with a much younger woman to a bizarre session with
a pet psychic, to a trip behind-the-scenes at his tumultuous two years at Lopez Tonight, to an
intimate look at his sacred ground, the golf course—and, for the first time, he reveals in moving
detail, the story of the battle for his life against kidney disease. I’m Not Gonna Lie will make you
laugh at yourself, cry about yourself, and look at turning fifty in a way you never would’ve
imagined—through the eyes of George Lopez.
  lies to tell small kids: Wine Makes Mummy Clever Andy Riley, 2011-03-31 The perfect gift
for Mother's Day - 60 brilliant ALL NEW cartoons from Andy Riley celebrating the special one.
Affectionate, witty and endearing - just like Mum, and it's the gift that keeps on giving - just like
Mum. Every day should be Mother's Day.
  lies to tell small kids: First Ask Why Shelly Wildman, 2018-03-28 It's no secret that parenting
is tricky business. With advice flooding in from all sides, strong-willed children pushing against
boundaries, and our own human flaws, it's easy to get bogged down in every how-to that we're not
doing well. But maybe that isn't the right approach. Maybe the first step is not to ask how but to ask
why. Like most parents, when Shelly Wildman had children, she consulted books, sermons, and
lectures on how to raise the best children possible. Yet every resource focused on how to get
external results: children who behave the way others expected them to. For Shelly and her husband,
the turning point happened when they started asking why instead--shifting their focus to internal
change. That's when their purpose as parents became clear: parents are called to do their best to
show kids how to know and love Jesus, to love others, and to make a difference in the world. There
are no rules here, no inflexible series of steps that lead to perfect parenting. Instead, Shelly
encourages parents to think about their unique family and why each child's needs for spiritual
growth might look different. She walks you through intentional questioning, focusing on building a



firm foundation for lasting discipleship. And in the end, you'll discover that God wants the same
outcome you do: a child who knows Christ intimately, loves him deeply, and has a heart to serve him
fully.
  lies to tell small kids: Tell Me No Lies Peter T. Pearson, Ellyn Bader, Judith D. Schwartz,
2001-12-14 Lying-For Better or Worse Everybody lies. Friends lie to friends. Children lie to their
parents. Politicians lie to constituents. And, inevitably, husbands and wives lie to each other. Lies
between lovers have tremendous potential to both nurture and destroy a relationship. It is easy to
underestimate the power that lies-even seemingly harmless lies-can wield in your marriage. Tell Me
No Lies explores the complexity of honesty versus deception in marriage and reveals the many
reasons behind the lies we tell our partners (and ourselves). Learn the four marital stages: * The
Honeymoon * Emerging Differences * Freedom * Together as Two Discover how to recognize how
lying can lead to serious trouble at each stage. The signs include: * The Dark Side of the
Honeymoon, when couples refuse to acknowledge any problems * The Stalemate, when couples fight
and brutalize each other with exaggerated truths * Freedom Unhinged, when independence
outweighs togetherness and marital anarchy ensues. Offering a new way of thinking about truth and
deception, this book will help you understand the dynamics of your marriage in the context of the
marital stages. If you can identify your marital stage, you can overcome the barriers to honesty and
move on to a happier and more fulfilling marriage!
  lies to tell small kids: What Do You Stand For? for Kids Barbara A. Lewis, 2005 Build
positive character traits like caring, citizenship, cooperation, courage, fairness, honesty, respect,
and responsibility.
  lies to tell small kids: The Bottom Line Book of Total Health and Wellness , 2004
  lies to tell small kids: All You Need Is Love & Other Lies About Marriage John W. Jacobs,
2024-06-11 Why is it so difficult to remain married in thetwenty-first century, and what can you do
about it? We all know that half of today's marriages end in divorce, but we tend to believe that our
own marriages are safe. As psychiatrist John Jacobs explains in this fresh and impassioned book,
marriages today are incredibly fragile, and unless a couple understands what is making
contemporary marriage so vulnerable to dissolution, the marriage is at risk. Part of the problem is
that people refuse to see how social and historical forces have changed the very meaning of
marriage, causing serious interpersonal unhappiness. Because of increased longevity, married
people live together longer than at any time in history. There's been an erosion of the social and
cultural forces that traditionally kept marriages together. Confusion over gender-role
responsibilities, increased expectations of sexual satisfaction, and intense time pressures on couples
to work and be successful all create marital stress. And yet, most people don't acknowledge the
problems in their marriage until it is too late. We tend to believe in the lies of marriage -- such
concepts as soul mates, unconditional love, that children improve a relationship, that the sexual
revolution has made marital sex more pleasurable, or that egalitarian marriage offers couples easy
solutions -- and forget to engage in the constant hardwork required to keep our marriages alive. Dr.
Jacobs believes that most marriages have significant problems at some time, but until we recognize
the new realities of marriage and develop the skills required to sustain a loving, intimate
relationship, marriages are at risk. Of course marriage is about love. But that's just the beginning.
  lies to tell small kids: Raising Good Children Thomas Lickona, 2012-05-02 Raising decent,
caring, and responsible children is the most complex and challenging job in every parent’s life—and
an increasingly difficult one in today’s society. Here is the most authoritative book available on this
crucial subject, a valuable and sensitive guide for parents who want their children to grow up with
lifelong positive values. Based on fascinating research, this groundbreaking work by psychologist
and educator Dr. Thomas Lickona describes the predictable stages of moral development from birth
to adulthood. And it offers you down-to-earth advice and guidance for each stage: • Seven caring
ways to discipline “terrible twos” • Why your preschooler “lies” and how to handle it • What to do
about a four-year-old’s back talk • How to handle your seven-year-old’s endless negotiations about
what’s “fair” • Why teens have trouble with peer pressure—and how to help them • How to talk to



your child about drugs, drinking, and sex • How to help children of any age reason more clearly
about what’s right and wrong PLUS . . . A list of more than one hundred children’s books that teach
moral values, and much more. “An excellent book on a vastly neglected aspect of raising
children.”—Dr. Fitzhugh Dodson, author How to Parent, How to Father “We have been waiting for a
book like this for a long time—a readable work that translates a moral development into parents’
language and experience.”—Dolores Curran, author of Traits of a Healthy Family “Truly integrates a
moral development theory into a consistent approach to childrearing. . . Word-of-mouth
recommendations from parent to parent may lift it to the level of popularity once held by Dr. Spock’s
book on child care.”—Moral Education Forum
  lies to tell small kids: Why Kids Lie Paul Ekman, 1991-02-01 In this helpful book, Dr. Paul
Ekman, a world-renowned expert on lying, shows parents how to deal effectively with the variety of
lies children of all ages tell—from little white lies to boasting and bragging to the outright
concealing of information. “My son Billy lied to me and he’s only five. Is that normal?” “I know
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have a right to know?” You’ll learn what motivates a child to lie, why some kids lie more than others,
what to do if you suspect or discover your child is lying, how you can encourage your child to tell the
truth, and more—all in easy-to-understand, practical language that makes this an invaluable book for
every family.
  lies to tell small kids: Little White Lies, Deep Dark Secrets Susan Shapiro Barash,
2009-01-06 Women.
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